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Oral history

Historylisn'tjustKings@andlueens—it's(all[ofus.O

Oralthistory[istalgoodvaylofléncouragingadultsandd
families(togetCinvolvedCinOearning.[ChildrenCand
otherOmembersOof(itheOfamilyO-OmayCOsimplyOenjoy
hearing the[ ‘stories’ of J older people,d but other[
opportunitiesfordearningfogetherimightlihclude:

u}

= usingfhelihternetibfindihformationénSubjects]
thatlinterestthem(

= going[fbhelibrary@ndldhoosingfelevantooks[
togetherT

= readinglfogetherd

= usingbldphotographsCasCalstartingCpoint[for
telling[@riwritingStoriesd

= visiting@auseumfobok@téldioys,household

objects,@lothes...O0

]
Forlmorelideaslonfamilydearning,8eelourlinformation]
sheet*FamilyLearningCandOralCHistory’, Owhichis[
availablefreefrom[Cthe Jaddressbelow, DorCcanCbe
downloadedfromouriwebsite.O

] talling Aistory

What is it and how can it help adul¢ learners?

— ~

‘Iwasornlin[1905...therelwas(fenldottages.[Theyerell
small...Nofapslihside,Molbilet,[dutfhe backyardyou'd[]
justigotakindofSink@and@ambowl.'0]

‘ToiletsOverelbutside,[holinsidedoilets.[Youlhaddolgol}
uplibiheyard@nd$itihhebiletfherel@and@liShare...'0

I

I

What is oral history?

o
Orallhistoryls[$pokenChistory.[tfénables[Uisoearn
abouthepasthroughthedirstthand@ccountslofiihel
peoplefivholexperiencedlit.[OralCaccounts[tantakel]
differentd forms,d from[ stories,d songs[]and edited™
recordings,dolinterviewingbeopleldirectlyodindCout]
aboutltheirléxperiencesoff@lparticularfimeloriévent.O]

[n)

ThelEastMidlands[©OralHistory[Archive ((EMOHA)LsO
alhewlproject,ased@tfheCentrelforWrbanMHistory,
University[of[Leicester.OtCaimsioCmake [oralChistoryd
materialCeasilyCaccessible[tolindividualsCandgroups
acrosslthelregion.O

How can oral history involve and encourage adul¢ learners?

TheEastMidlands[OralHistory[Archivelslcurrentlyin
theprocessbflsettingCupCalpilotCprojectCwith(OTony O
Williams,[OCommunityOTutorOatO Shaftesbury0Juniord
School,[Leicester.[Thelprojectlaims[iolbringiogether
adults[fromlihedbcall@ommunitywith[dhildrenlih[School
toldeveloplalvebsite[asedloniheirinemoriesofihe
WestEndoflleicester.[EMOHAIls[alsolplanning@pilotC
projectCwithCanother[LeicesterCcommunityentre,[inC
association[with(_eicesterCAdultCEducation[College’s[]
LiveAgeOproject,[todrecord dtheOmemoriesCofAsian [
elderslihfhelgity.[]

Youl¢anlalsoind[outliorebyVisiting[ourvebsite[at:[
http://www.le.ac.uk/emoha/[]

=

Ourdreelinformation[sheets,tovering[subjectsCkuchl
asOWhatCsoralChistory?’,[fTHow[to[tonduct[anCbrall
history[nterview’'andOOralChistoryandthelinternet’,[
are(availableOfromOtheOaddressCOover,0orOcanObel
downloadedfrom[@uriwebsite.[
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Find out more...

Youl¢an[getlinffouchiwithfhe[EastMidlands
OralOHistoryOArchiveObyOcontactingOSarah O
Ferrier,[our(Education[Officer,[06n[{0116)[2520
50650 brCbyemailCatsifl7@le.ac.uk, CorCby O
writingo:[

O

January 20010

SarahFerrier, EMOHAO -

Centrefor[WrbanHistory[ w
Universityloflleicester] o
University[Road[] ;
- Leicester,[LE1Z7RHO k :
Leicester #
City Council Alternativelyyouldanlisitldurivebsitelhered

youl can findO downloadablel infosheets,[

educationbBulletins@ndmewsletter.] SarahOFerrier,JEducationOfficerCatC0East

Midlands[O@ralHistory[Archive.[
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OurOTalkingOHistoryOforO AdultCILearnersObulletinOisO
publishedlihreelfimesayearlandwilllkeepyoulinformed
ofd new( interviews[] and resources,d as( well0 asO

How can we help?
Itldoesn’tthave [{olbe Familylearning3-[orallhistorylis[&0

goodvaylofféncouragingpeopledolteturnfiodearning
by[gettinglinvolvedlinOindinglbutfaboutthelhistory[of(]
theirllocallarea,forléxample.fiyyoullvouldlikefoSetipC
anUoralOhistoryOprojectOatOyourCcentre,OdthedEast(]
Midlands[OralHistory[Archivel¢anhelpbylofferingthe
following(irainingl@andSupport:

conferences,{frainingl@and(Support.

O

Useful books

= AnCntroduction[toloralChistory3CwhyCuseoral(d
history?[
. . the[20thCentury,[by[S.[]
—  PlanningCaCprojectC*ChowCmuchCmoney, time, 0 l;‘;iggg?gl_“e’:'ctgig'r'éggg Mullins(andD. Stockdale, [
effortiwill(itEake ?(Whatvillhe[@ndproductbe, 0 LibrariesthasCpublishedrarl [l (-eicestershirelMuseums, ]
andhow@an(itbeAchieved?I numberCbf books[onLthel] /fgg’f)%DRecordsmsew'ce’D
history[bflLeicester.(TThed 0
—  Recordingd equipmentd -0 whichO recorders,O Storyl ofC] the(] Saff:[) ACS \ ittingD Together:d
" History of0d the SaffronO .
microphonesfibllise,[@ndhowliblisefhem. I - MemoriesO ofd
Lanel Estate,[] Leicester,] : _— :
(1998), AndWalnut Streetr] Leicestershire’sd Hosiery[]
—  HowLtolinterviewCpeopleCinterviewingCissuesD Past, [PresentCandCFuture[] g‘gxlsérsym"] a%% gieoog':gxg
and(fechniquesléxplained. I (1995), (by(Colin(kyde(arel) Kirrane,0 (Leicestershirel]
bothOexcellentOexamples
ofthewayslih[WwhichocalJ Museums,t Arts0l &[]
= IC:op?/rlggtDahqdDletthDEIavdepnfalls,Dand (bel groups(] can( tracel and0] FDeecords[$erV|ce,m990)D
egallandlethical. Il documentlflj_theDEI sttgrle_sél CapCandApron:CanOrall]
. ) . . surrounding eir Historyd ofd Domestic
=  Documentingthelinterviewd-OpreservingOyour[ communities.t 1 SomeD Servicel in0] thel Shires(l

work(for[posterity. [

AllCtrainingOsessionsCcanObeOtailoredOtoOmeetCthe
particularCheedsCbf0yourCgroupCbrCbrganisation.Odfall
thisl$oundslabitfdaunting,ihyhot[¢ontactllis[foind [
outCaboutCsomelbflthetalks[thatCive[tanlofferCasCal
starting[point?0

O

otherObooksOwhichOuse
oralfhistorylinclude:

Talkingd Shop: an OralC]
History[of[Retailinglin(the
HarboroughOAreaOduring(

1880-1950,[bylB.Mullins
&0 G.O GriffithsO
(LeicestershireMuseums, ]
ArtsC&[Records[IService,[]
1986)0
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