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Investigating rural life with oral history

IN[1994[Colin[Hyde,WholWas[Subsequentlyfolbecomelalinainstaydf(EMOHA, ]
carriedCbut[alseriesCoflinterviews,focusedCbnlthelperiod[before WWII,Cwith [
peopleattending@istrokelélub@ndiunchldlub@tifhe Westfields(
Community[Centrelih[Hinckley.[Thelissues(that(ll i
theselihterviews(ihvestigatedlihcludedfheplacefis
that(farming@ndHural(Activities hadihfhellife
allleicestershirelSmallfown.[Theylare[ll

availablelihfhe[EastMidlands[@rall
History[Archiveld i

Hinckleyl has grown overQ the[d
courseof(theOtwentiethOcentury. O
Onelinterviewee,[AnCimmigrant’ o
Hinckley,[3aid,[M\Whenlgotherelit[
was[ ald hickd town -0 almost!"O]
AnotherOsaidOthatCatdoneOtimel
HinckleyCwas[sosmallthat[T'you
couldi$pitlthatlway, [Spitlthelotherd
andyyou'dChearCenoughCdonethe
lot!"But,[muchlof@helgreen$pacel]
that[tharacterisedthetown[karly
in(theCtenturyChas[howvanished.[
Aslbnelmanfemembered,Jthered
waslalgreatlbigpiecelbfCround,
courset's[allCbeenbuiltConChow, O
calledithe©@rchard.”O

0
AfterfgrowingupOn[Hinckley,[bne[
womanO marriedd all farmerd andO
movedOotuntall28Lacredarmiond
theDbutskirtsCof(thefownl[n[1925:0
prettyCdaunting(forCsomeoneivho
“didn’tCknowCmuchChboutflowers”
andiwholhadheverhadl@algarden.O

“WelkamelintotheFarmOwith(490
cows[Whichlhis[fatherChadbought
forthimland@Fewpoultryd]..dhadO
todook[after[fhepoultrylanddvasO
terrifieddofOthem,d10reallyCwas, O
especially[theltockerellwholusedO
tolsidle[upioGyoulandthey'dgotdd
spurs3theyleouldeallyChurtGroud
... ButGstilldiIDwasOdeterminedCto O
makelalgoloflit, vhichIdid.”O

0
SheltoldChowFarminglin[Hinckley[
was[ changedO by the(dl SecondO
WorldOWarOwithOchangesUinCOtheOd
cropsO cultivatedd andO inO thed
compositionCofthe Oworkforce. [(FIt0]
waslallfieldsfanditiwas(allipasture
land.[Therelivasmoploughedland]
untilCthe OwarCcamel...OTheCmenO
wholhadQivorkeddorishadfogoinC
upSowehadibhavelandGirls.”0
n}

Hinckley'sO positionO as all small]
industrialCtownUnalturalCocationd

O

meant[that[theCarealwas[bne[bf(]
contrasts.[Alongsidedarmershered
were[dpre-wardmemoriesdof0thed
hosierylirade,[working[G0hours@]
week[l...ChightsCasOwellCas[days,
twelve hours at[ night,[0 forO thed
princlelylSum[oflabout®6[12s."

0

IssueslBuchlCasthis[uestionCour
understanding of 0 what alJ rural]
communitylisCand[Cwas.[ddeasof]
cosiness andO stabilityd ared
challengedd by reports] of 0 rural(d
povertyCorCmigration[tothetown[
duringCbooms(linthelhosieryCandd
bootdandOshoeOindustriesOfromO
placesCas[variedCasCEarl(Shilton,O
London,[WalesCandOreland.Orall
historyOof(thisCkindOquicklyCgetsO
beyondO our stereotypes(] and]
assumptionstofindOaCwealthCof(]
unexpected(diversity.[]
O

TristramMooleyO
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Welcome(folssueBloffalkinghistory.This
issuelfocuseslonloralthistoryork that[has[]
beendonelinCruralCareas.Welhopeyoul
enjoy(thislashuchlas[peopleSeemiolhavel]
done[theOpreviousOtwolissues.[0TheOnext[
issuelWwilllbeldutlinJunel$olpleaseldryland]
getfanyChews[orldiary[tatesfolus[bymid[
May.OWeOareinterestedOtohear[about
people’sC memoriesO of 0 books,O reading,O
librariesland®ookshops.TheMextlissueWwill]
coverthethemelofteadingCaspartlofithel
City[Council's[Everybody's[Reading@vent.(]

FHkHK[ ]

o
EMOHAOhasOrecentlylDbeenOawardeddall
grantOfromtheOGraduatesCAssociationat(]
theUniversity[of[Leicester.[This[illCallow(
usliolprovideSoundléquipmentorihellisel
ofCstudentsCvhoCwishtolisten(toCarchive
recordings(as(part(ofiheirdesearch.\Welared
very[gratefulCtoCtheJAssociationCforCtheir()
generous[Support.o

u}

FHxHK[ ]

a
Welhave[alhandfullof(topieslbflissue2[bf(]
talkingChistoryOleft[-OsolifCyouCmissedCitC)
contactlus[@andweWilllSendyou@dopy.

FHxHK[ ]

o
Don't[forget[tolVisitCourCvebsiteforCupiol
dated EMOHAO news,O thed mostO
comprehensiveldiary[ofthistoricalfalks@ndl
eventsOandOon-lineCoralCOhistoryOextracts. [
Findfthelhomepage(@at(
http://www.le.ac.uk/emohall

*****D

o
Tristram[Hooley,[Editor,falkingBistoryd
O

EMOHA,O Centre forO UrbanO History,Od
UniversityOof(Leicester,0University(JRoad,[]
Leicester,lIE1ZRH,[@moha@le.ac.uk,]
www.le.ac.uk/emohall

MK and ¢oo close an encounter with the MI...

EarlyOinOFebruaryOthe DEMOHAD
team,[alongWith[Richard[Rodger,
theOProfessorCof0UrbanOHistory,
andO KiyoO Sato,0 a0 visitingO
researcherfromapan,spentCan]
afternoonCatlthelLivingCArchivelinO
MiltonOKeynes.OThisOisOaOwell-
establishedd and0O innovativel
documentaryOarts[projectd0which
usesloralChistoriesCasCalbasisford
booksOandJCDs,exhibitionsOand
communityd plays,0 asO wellO asO
supportingd ITO trainingd andO
regenerationtdprojects.[0Seetheir]
websited at http://www.
livingarchive.org.uk/docs/
whoweare.htmlO ford moreQd
information. I

O
Weleombinedlourvisitivith[AveryO
enjoyablel] performancel of(d the
latestproduction,CMilton[Keynes[3-0
theMusical’,[aljburneythroughlihe
firstO 200 yearsO ofd thed city,O
interwovend with(J the personall
stories(of(peoplelwholmovedthere
from[@London,[@nd(hoselofl@xisting™
residents0 whosel farms and0
villagesOwereOconsumedObyOthe[
developmentOofJBritain’sOlargest]
‘newlown’.[Usedlinthistvay,[bral]
testimonylis[seenlas[promotingal
senseloflidentitylandprideih[@lgity
whichlsl[oftenfassumediolbeiool]
new(ibhavel@ither.

O

Milton[Keynes[has[anOAmerican-
style[grid(toad[system.[Thanks[to]
theOargehumberCofffoundabouts,
itlisWirtuallylimpossiblefolgetost.[
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= The[EMOHA Team With
RodgerKitchenfrom{helivingArchivel

TheirCgreatCfadvantagelis(thatGyoul]
canlkeepUonOrevolvingOuntilOyou
havelWorked[outiwhereyoulare.[AT
more[challengingCencounterOwith[
thelfoad[$ystem[awaitedlis(asWe]
headedback[ontheM1.Justipast(]
Watford(OGap,doneofOtherear
wheels on[d thed minibus began{]
clunking@sheyrelshredded,@and]
welspentlihe[hextthourlonhelfopO
ofd thed motorwayd embankment(
awaiting[fescue.

[§)

Viewed[from[thisCperspective,the
M10Os[altratherdrighteningCsight 30
butiwe[fespondedio@dversityith I
fortitude.O Phoningd home,O
melodramaticCimessages[ereleft[]
aboutO ourd whereabouts,O
graduatingC from ‘We've broken
downOonOtheOM1'Oto0‘'WeOared

maroonedd on[ topd of 0 thed M1
embankmentTandOmayJfreezeto[
deathliflWhateverlsmaking[hose
strangelhoises(inthefield[behind(
usldoesn'ttgetlusTirst’.[{(Received
atd theD otherO endd byO theOd
disconcertinglyd calmd comment[
‘OK,lwon’tiwaitlp,hen...”).00

[m)

While OKiyoOphotographedOusCfor[
posterity,0 wel playedO I-Spy,O
exhaustedlourdeebleltepertoire[df(]
equallyfeeblejokes[andlamented
theOlackOofOaOtapeOrecorderOto
captured ourd thoughts[ on( the[d
situation.(OFortunatelyCtheOrescued
vehicle,0 appeared before it0
becamelhecessaryfolinvokePlan]
F:0 CommunityO Singing,0 orQd
‘EMOHA![HtheMusical’...O
CynthiaBrown[




Issue1[bf(talkingChistoryfeatured
onellvoman’sinemorylofiivatchingd
the[Coronationn[1953[onHows[of]
televisionsOn[BushbyVillagehall.O
WelaskedWwhether[peoplehad@ny
other[earlylmemorieslofielevision
andOhowitOaffectedOtheirOlives.O
Norman[PilgrimWrites[@boutthe
roled hel playedO inO bringingO
televisiondofheMidlands&fterihe
SecondWorldWar:[O

u]

TheO pre-war[d Alexandrall Palace
televisionransmitter,thavingbeen
temporarilyCtlosedduringthewar
years,OwasUOreactivatedCdon[0June]
9th,[11946.0As lit0onlyOcoveredCDald
radiusofCaboutR50miles,onlyal]
smallld numberd of ] people could
receivelits(broadcasts.Inleicester]
thereOwereOtwoOlorCthreedpeopled
wholhadbuiltCtheirfown[teceivers
and0 attempted to receivel thed
signal,00butOtheOresultsCOwereOfard
fromDeingléntertaining.O

u]

Before[llong,O0servicedengineers,]
happilyOrepairingOradiosOinOtheir
workshops,heard@hatfaelevision
transmitterCwas[going[toCbelbuiltd
neard Birminghamd andO was[
expectedtolopenlin[01949.00ThisO
news,however,producedCalmild
panicOind somel] quarters.[0 Many[
books[aboutielevision[wereltead,
and3omeléngineersiivere$entdol
televisiond manufacturingOd
companieslCinCorderiolhain[somel]
familiarityCwithCtheirCreceivers.(dnO
myOd case,O |0 wasO sentd all
correspondencel courseld whichO
dragged on for months,O afterd
whichWwas3entawaylon@Three-
daylisitfo@factory@tRomford.O

]

During119490theOfirstOtelevisiond
receiversd arrived atd thed shopO
wherelworked, ut(hadfolemain]
in(theirCcartonsCas[therefwvashol
signalUavailable CtoCtryCthem Cout. [
Eventuallylword[gotdounddhatfhe
BBCO werel transmittingd short
excerptsofiplaysforlabout@nhour
at010p.m.OAOsetOwasOtherefored
unpacked,dinedCupCandCplacedOnd
theldoorwaylof(theshop.[Mostlof(d
thed publicO hadO neverd seend all
workingdelevisiont3etfandalhuged
crowdd gathered,d blocking thel
pavementdandOstandingdinOthed
roadwayluntilfaObolicemanarrivedd
on[JtheOsceneOandOaskedOusOtoO

Crowds[queuetollcatchJalglimpseUofCalnewITVin[11956 bythe [ClockTower, Cinthe
Haymarket.[PhotolfeproducedwithfhelpermissionoffhedleicesterMercury.]

switchOtheO setd off,dwhichOwasO
causinglanobstruction!O
0

TheirstfewltelevisionCsets[ered
magnificentlindeed, bigandheavy[
andhousedOinOalllarge mains
transformer providing betweenO
50000 andd 80000 voltsO ford the
cathodetay@ube[{CRT).OldislikedOd
theseOsets,HasOtheOvoltageOwasO
highl&nougholbedethalfand@hey
were[solheavylthattheyltequiredd
twolhenlb[iftthem.O

0
ThelOsecondObatchOofOtelevisiond
receivers(thatf@rrivediivere@Algreat]
improvement:Od thed mainsQ
transformersOhadObeenOreplacedd
byOanCextraCwindingConCthedined
outputOransformerolproducelihel
highDboltagelhecessary.[Youldould
stillOgetdaOnastyO'jolt',0butOthisO
tendedolwakeyoullipatherfhanO
knockyoulout![D

0

ThenO thed magicC dayd arrived,O
December17th[01949,0O0whenthe
transmittingO station atd SuttonO
ColdfieldofficiallyCopened.[Duringd
thed morningOd thered wasO al
transmission[of(Test[Card[Cand&O
fewO shortO filmO excerptsd wered
broadcastfrom10&.m.dolmidday.
HavingOaltestOcardOatOlastOwasO
wonderful:d youO couldd set thed
pictureupwith[tfandgetfanbdeal
ofltheldeceiver'sidapabilities.O

n}

Thelwholelprocedurel®f$ettingipd
wasliime-consuming.[Onlarrival @t
theChouseltheltelevision[et[vasO
switchedOon.OVariousOoddOjobsO

werelthenllindertakenEputtingthe
aeriald plugO on,O checkingO thed
chassisO polarity,[1 removingd the
backandsolbn.[Bylthisimelthel
setd wouldd be warmO and the
various[pre-setl¢ontrols(atlthefear
could[beadjusted.After[thisChadO
beenOdone,0theOsetdwould bel
switched[off3[alyoodRimeorihed
ladyoffhelhouseobringlin[alcupC
of[fea![Onceltooledldown,The$etd
was[OswitchedOonCagainOandCthed
position[offheldineAanddramehold
controlsiwasl[éhecked.O

0

TheO earlyd receiversd couldd
sometimesO produceld somel
spectacularBCandsmellyd Haults.O
SomelSetslhadlSeleniumldectifiers,Od
andliffhesebrokeldlown@&nlodourd
of(dbadCeggsOcouldbeOdetected. N
OnCanothertypelbflset,[Tthedine
transformerChadCalplasticCtopConO
whichO was[ mounted thed highO
voltagelrectifier,Candwith(theselitOd
was[alfairlyCcommonbccurrenced
fordhelplasticCtoptoldisintegrated
withCalsizzlingChoise[CandalsmellO
reminiscentoflilinegar.Od

u]

Thel$toryl¢ouldgolonlindefinitely! [
WhenOITVObeganOitsO services, O
televisionlreceiversCbecamelimore
reliable:CvalvesOverefreplacedChy
transistorsOdandO'chips’, dwithOthe D
resultd thatO lessO heatd wasO
generatedlin[éachlfeceiver;¢olour
television cameO intoO existence. [l
AndSodechnologyladvanced.deftd
toOworkCinCafactoryOaboratory3-O
andleftlthel@éxcitementbehind.O]
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Oral history’s rural roots
George Ewart Evans and Ask che Fellows Who €u¢ The Hay

Georgel Ewartdd Evansl wasl] all
pioneerlintheield[oforallhistory.
HisO books,d suchO asO Ask the[D
Fellows[Who[Cut@he[Hay,(Wherell
Beards[WaglAll,[@ndlan@nthology,
TheCrookedScythe,OdrawOfrom
interviewsOcarriedDoutOmainlyOind
EastO Angliad fromO theO 1950s0
onwards,[and[¢over[alvideVariety[]
of0 rurald issues.O Shepherds,O
ploughmen,Cblacksmiths,drovers,
maltsters, thed herringO girlsO at(d
Lowestoft:[alllappearlinihelpages]
of(Evans’[books(tellingtheirCown
storiesCandevokingCmemoriesof]
anlkralthatOwvas[disappearingCas]
thelihterviewsWwere[donducted.[

a
Ewart[EvansfWas[bornln[19100n0
GlamorganOandOgraduatedOfrom0
University[College[Cardiff(in(1931,0
inCanCeralbffmassCunemployment
andCdepression.On19350helgotlAl]
teachingUjobOinO0Cambridgeshire,[
and(in[1948moved{oBlaxhalllon
thed SuffolkO coast,d wherel
involvementwith(a1951 CFestivalCl
ofOBritain’ JexhibitionOproducedOal]
localOrevivald ofdinterestdin0O the
village'sUhistoryOandOsparkedOanC
enthusiasmOinOhim.OOIdOobjectsO
broughttoCtheOexhibitionCstarted
old(peopledalking,fandiWwheniheyd
talkedd theyO usedO theO ‘old’d
language, thusO revealingd thel
historicl@ommunity@eingbst. D

a
Ewart[EvansCarguedthatCevents[]

Pageldl]

aroundheimelofihe [FirsttWorld[
Warl createdd alJ watershed in[J
Britain(3 OACruralCeulturethatChadO
preserved(itsOcontinuityCfrom[thed
earliestlfimeshadhowl(feceived[its]
quietusCandOwasOsweptOasideind
less(than(@l¢ouplelofigenerations.’(]
Helbelievedihatheléndloflhorsed
agricultureJandCthe ObeginningCof(J
machineld farmingd was[J al vital(
transitionOd-0‘I0felt0it0especially
important[tolrecordthe(feeling[bf[]
farmOpeopleOaboutthe Onewlerall
thatOwasOjustObeginning, OforCthe O
reasond thatO theyO wereO livingd
throughthelgreatesttevolutionOnO
farmingsince[NeolithicCtimes.’(0n{
19500 thered wasO stilld aliveO all
generationCwholtame[tolmaturity(
under(helbldculture’Z-fhoselwho
were[] born[ between] 188500 and[
1895.MM

0
Ewart[DEvansOfoundCaCdifferencel
betweenI generations in( theird
attitude[totheOoreCandalues[of(
thed ‘oldO culture’,0 thed olderO
generationl
acceptingd itl
naturallyClandCthel
y oungerl
generations,[
sceptical,l
sometime sl
dismissive,l
moving@wayfroml(
it.0 ‘AskO thel
Fellows[Who[OCutl
thed Hay'Dl wasl
publishedih[1956.0
0
Ewart(0Evans’Ointerestdin0horse
magic[becamelQuite OwellCknown.O
‘Jading’CalhorseldstheabilitykoO
make[ahorselstandCasthoughOtd
was[paralysedlorbewitched,vhile
‘drawing’CalhorseCmeans[drawingd
orl(dallinglathorselfothehorseman.
Both@heselpracticesldependedion]
anUappreciationO of 0 thed horse’sO
sensellofCsmellJandCtheCcunning O
useloflherbsandoils.[LinkedWwith(
theOjadingd ofJ ald horseOisO thed
collectingCofCthe (toad’sOor Cfrog’s
bone.d Oned manO describedd ald
processloflkillingCalwalkingoad’,
dryinglit, Buryinglitlin[@n@&nt-hillford
almonth,OretrievingOitsOskeletonOd
under[afullimoon,Andeleasinglit(]

“IHeltltCespeciallyCimportant]
toltecord(thefeelingloffarmU ¢oyndingOmembers
peoplelaboutthelinewlerall offfheralHistoryO
thatCivasust[beginning,[ford Society.O
theOreason[thatCtheyOwerel[d [
livingOthroughOtheOgreatestd Of0J hisO time in(J
revolutionCinOfarmingOsince] Blaxhallhe(said,(10]
Neolithicfimes.”0

into[lalktream.JACboneltaughtCin(
theOstreamOandOprepareddcould
thenbelisedibjadelahorse.[]

0
AlthoughOheOattemptedOtoOmakel]
contactOwithCacademicChistorians,
Ewart] Evans’d inclinations were[d
more[thoselbf(thelkreativellartist[]
thanOtheOhistorianO(heOpreferred
describingOhisOworkOas[‘'spoken(d
history'Crather(thanOoralChistory’), [
andOvrotefhathis[influencesivered
Robert[Graves,@ndinodern(artists]
suchlasPicassolWwho,Owent[back
tolfhelprimitiveforléxplanationand
havefound(guidance’.[

0

Aspects[ of 0 Ewartd Evans’'[0 work[]
havelbeen(triticised:[his$enselbf[]
myth,0 thed wayO in0 which( hel
sometimesOd gloriedO inO theO
masculinityd of0d workD toO the[
detrimentfoflivomen’slives.[Yet, (it
cannot[belteniedthatChis[Tivork,
andhe[manhimself,Lvere[algreat
influencelonCimanyWhostartedinO
oralthistorylin(the[1960s[&nd[170s.0
Indeed,din00 19690
Ewartll EvansU
becameld al

learnedfromCthisO
experiencell that(]
thel mainQd
components ofJ historyd ared notd
thingsO but( people’,0 andO the
underlyingpreoccupationdin his[
books[isWwith[peoplefandlthange.[]
WhenUOheOdiedDin019880heOwas
seen[bymany[to[belbnelbfthe
foundingOfathersOofUoralOhistory, O
andChisCemphasisCbnOisteningiod
what[peoplethaveo[$ayF-askingd
thelfellowswho(c¢utlthelhayFis@sO
relevantow(@slitléverhasbeen.O
O

ColinHydelO
O
(Seeld Alund Howkins,O ‘Inventingd
Everyman:OGeorge[Ewart[Evans,]
OralHistorylandNationaldentity’,
OralHistory,[22,[2,[Autumn[1994;0
DavidO GentlemanO (ed),00 TheO
Crooked[Scythe,CanCanthology[of
Ewart[Evans’[orallhistory).O



A Leicestershire childhood

EMOHA'’s interviews continue the tradition of rural oral history

NewtonBurgoland,[Al$malllVillagel
120 kilometresd to thed west ofd
Leicester,Was[fheldhildhoodhome
ofloneloffourtecentlinterviewees, ]
now[aged[B0.0Growing[uplinlthel
1920sand1930sOamidstffields
andO farmland was[ takenO for[d
granted,[butCisChowooked[back
onwithfondmenories.[

u]
“ItOwasCalovelyOwayofOiving. (t0
was[allvonderfullwaybecauselyoul]
were[ surrounded by fieldsO of ]
mowing[grassfandyoudooked[out[
of0thedwindows,Jwhereveryoul
lookedyoullboked[formileslacross]
theleountryside..Well,[I'veldften
thoughtOaboutllit.ClOmeanCitCwas O
wonderful.dItOwasOveryOhardOto
describe[howDyoufelt. O0tfwas[ustO
thereCand[itOwas,[0nthose[days,
takenor[granted.[Youlhave{olget(
toOnearly(1800beforedyoulrealise
what@onderfulfimelitivas.”Od

u]

Theldaughterfoflalcowman, tiwho0
workedatthelbiggestfarmlinthe
village,@hereverelprivilegesfobe
enjoyed.[Their@hree-bedroomiedd
cottage,d onOits[”
ownld downl a

calledO alO
pancheon,
standtCnCthe
dairy,JandOat
lunchCkiimeOwe
useddoake(it
down(ihe(ields
tod thed men.
We'ddakellitn
bottlesO or in
milk[¢answith
lids],d0 anything
likeOthat,dand
we'dCtakeOourd ownOlunchOwithO
usCandwe’dsitCundertheChedge
onhelsacksCandfhavelourdunch
withtheCmenCdown[there.[l..OWel
had(alittleSiplonhelquiet...in{he
dairy!0

]

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

Newton[J Burgolandd was0 quite[]
isolated.JTheOPostOOfficeChadDald
phone,Casdidone[bf(thefarms.[
Theldoctorlwas[Biniles[awayland
theODistrictONurseOwasO50miles™
away.[Butthere[Wwasl[alschoolford
infants[0] and juniorsd where the[D
SchoolNurse[VisitedeveryOwveek

and,Cbncelalyear,O

thechildrenCwered

lane,lvas[onelof
theOveryfewLin
thed villageO to

water,0 which

“Andof(ourse,alot[bf(thel
villageOgirlsOworkedOatOthe
dairies.[Butliheyhever[gotihel
smellOoutCofCtheirOskin.OYoul
couldChlwaystelllsheOwvasCall

weighed.[

u]

“OncelllyearCvel
weretakenOfromO
theschoollbyihe
teachersd [MissO

meantD al coldl dairy[girl."0
waterldaploverla

stonelSink.D
0

“Welveredhelbnly[ones,teally,0nC
theVillagethatChadOwaterdaidCon O
becauselihelWwater[tamedromIhel
farmoCsupplytheiroughsCinthed
fieldsor@heAnimals.[SolwelhadO
tapOwaterOwhereasOtheOvillagersO
hadpumps.”O

[u]

ThreelObedrooms,OalbigOkitchend
and'dairy’0(orOlargeOpantry),0daldl
living-roomJandOfrontdOroomOmayd
soundO likeO ad roomyO country(d
residence,ObutObeingOtheOeldestd
childO of 0 elevend meantO certain
responsibilitiesd tod endure,d
including@hever-endingroundof]
householdd choresd andO baby-
sitting.ButlSomeldutieswerelfnorel]
enjoyablefhanlothers.

]

“WhenOtOwasCharvesttimeMumO
useddonakedhiseerihivhatiived

[
[
[
[
haveld pipedl
[
[
[

Sessionsd andO

Miss Oakley]O to

theO village shopO
andatiheDackloffheVillageShopO
waslhisbiginetallScalesiWhichheO
weighedOhundredOweightsOonOofd
foodCandOeeding$tuffs,ndléachO
childOwas[OweighedCthere, JandOIC]
supposelihenhelfeportivvasigiven
backOtoOthedSchoolONurse.dOf
courselWemeverheard@anything.If]
welerehealthylénoughiveheverd
heardCanylmorel@&boutlit,[and3he
usedtolVisitCeveryChouseldnthe
village (so[parentsCivould Cknow.OtO
waslfatherhush-hush(deally.”O]

0
AtOtheOageOof014,0OtheOworldCofO
schoolingOandO playingOdinOfieldsO
endedO abruptly.0 The traditional ™
routesofiivork[opendolgirlstofihe
villageOncludedCalfactorylin[CEarlO
ShiltonCortheairyCatSwepston.d
Buteither@ptionlappealed: Il

0

“WelhadlalStilton[theeseldairylin{]
thelhextvillageO..[And[ofC¢course,[]
allotlofthelVillage [girlstivorkedCatd
theldairies.[Buttheylheverlgotihe
smellCoutCofltheirskin.DYouleouldO
always[telllsheOwasadairygirl.00
AndOtheyOworkedOmostOunusuall
hours(becauseltheyluseddolhavel
tolgolandurnfandido(thingsioihe
cheeses(atdifferentChours[bf(thel
day.”0

]

Today’sOfactory-produced Stilton]
stilld incorporates( traditionald
methodsWith{ittleCmechanisation,]
andl¢anlonlybel¢alled(Stilton’Gft
isd madelO inO Leicestershire,0
NottinghamshireO or Derbyshire.O
But,lihstead[of(fhe[Stilton[dairyl@ur
interviewee securedO alJ jobO ind
Leicester,dinOa0shopOwithOlivingO
quartersCabovelJandOsharedOwith
thelShop-owner.

]

“I@houghtlitiivasfascinatingeally.]
ICdon’tthink O XthoughtCanyfurtherd
onlthan(ttivastalshop,youlknow.[
AndWhenwaslatthome@driend
ofldursthad@3hoplatdbstockandO
whenewentio¥isitllwas@lways
infthelShop.Mtwas@SweetShop, @0
little Otiny, Owell,OfrontdroomOof0ald
houseland@lwaysliseddolbelin[
therelservingOcoslittasopen(dillC
about100o’clockCatCnightTandOI0
used(ibllbvelit!”O

“MyO grandmal broughtd me tod
LeicesterCandtheffirstOthingOshe D
didwas[takemeClintoCaChatCshopd
andbuylmel@lhewlhat[andWwhite
gloves[andthenOvasfakenupdoO
London[Roadodhe$hoplivhered
was[goingdtoCworkOandOwhereOl O
was[goingtolivell..Candthere10
waslleft...."O

MandyMorris
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Northamptonshired Black[

History[Project

Thel Northamptonshired BlackO
History[Projectlhas[beenlawarded]
algrantCObyOthe OHeritageOLottery
Fundioltesearch,[documentCand
preservel thel historyd of(
Northamptonshire’sd BlackO
communitiesCoverOtheOpast(15000
years.OO ThisO willd included thed
collectionfoffaléomprehensiveldrall
historyd of0 theO firstO
generation/‘elders’0 who[ havel
settledlihfheldounty(Since[1945.N
O

TheO projectd builds on(J earlier]
research usingd archaeological]
excavations,J paintingsd andO
tombstones,d asO wellO asO
documentaryl$ources,doracelthe
presencel ofJ Black[ peopleD inJ
NorthamptonshireQ fromO thed 40
century,CiwhentheyOwere Cpart[Cof(d]

thed RomanO armiesO in0 Britain, O
through(fbihelpresent. Il
[n)

We'lllkeepyoulinformedaboutihe
project.0n@helineantime,Youltan
readCalsummarylofthis[fesearch
by Nevilled Cornwelld at[] www.
wellingboroughrec.org.uk/settlers.

htm. [
[m]

Derby(Lliving[Archivell

DerbyOpeopledofCalldageshavel
beend interviewedd aboutO theird
memories,] hopes,[ fears[] and
aspirations,dduringOa0Millenniumd
projectCtolcreate[lallcomputerised]
archiveOof{videoCclips.OThisOwillO
soon[belavailableforpublicliselin(
theCity'sOlibraries,Jandfeatures
peopled fromOd all wide[d range of ]
culturalll backgrounds.O Wilbarton
CollegehasOprovidedtrainingOinO
interviewing,CdigitalCrecordingCand

editing(forOvolunteersOworking[Con O
theOproject,0leavingCalvaluable
legacylofChewBkillsfnCadditionio
thel@rchivelitself.[Otherpartnersih
theO projectd ared Derby Cityd
Libraries,DerbyWniversity, [Q[Arts,]
andDerby[City[Museums.

o

ForOfurtherdinformation, contact
Derby[lLocal(BtudiesLibrary,[25b,00
Irongate,0Derby,1IDE103GL,Otel.00
01332[255393.0

o

Derbyd Museumdand Artd

Gallery
InOlssue20oftalkingChistory Owe [
describedd howd EMOHAL hadO
helpedOdDerby0MuseumOandOArt[]
GalleryCput[togetherCalbidforCan
oralChistory[project.(Welhaveljust]
heardthat(fhisbidas$uccessful[]
andCstaffCareChowlbeingltecruitedd
tolStartiworklihfhemearfuture.O

Knitting Together = our knitting heritage online

TheKnitting[Togetherprojectlis(an]
excitingd new0 initiative[] led by
Leicester] City(d Museums.[J Thell
project] willd created ad ‘virtual™
museum’CpresentingCtheOstoryof]
theOdevelopmentof(thelindustry,
fromthelinventionCbf(theknitting ™
frameObyOWilliamOLeeOin(J1589,0
throughlits[éarlyldomestic[baselio[]
thelSteam-poweredfactories(ofthe
nineteenthCtenturyCandCbntolthe[
presentlday.[This[allowsluserstol]
browseD cataloguesO ofl] knitting-
relatedlobjectsfromdhemuseums
in0 the[ partnership.0 TheseO willd
include&ltangelbfknitted[pieces, [
machineryd andO archivedO
photographs,CmanyCofCwhichCare
notormallylonitiew(dothepublic.(
O

Alsolavailable[onthewebsiteWill]
belinformationConChowlindividuals
can findOd outd mored about[ the[d
knittingdindustry,0museumsand
placesOtoOvisitOacrossOthe[OEast[
Midlands.O AnO events andO
exhibitions[$ectionWill(providedhe
latestCinformationConforthcomingd
activities at[] the various visitor[]
attractions.

u]

TheOKnittingOTogetherOprojectdis[
workingOwithDEMOHACtoidentify [
orall histories relatingd to] thed
knittingOindustry. CExtractsCwill doed

PagelBU

digitisedOtoOallowOsiteusersOto
listenOtoOthemOonline,dandOnew
interviews[WillCalsolbeltonducted,
particularlyd with(J regard tod thed
contributiond ofd theO AsianO
communityfotheKnittinglhdustry.O]
OpportunitiesCexist(forCindividuals[™
toldecomelihvolvedlihiheproject's
research[@nd[tonductTinterviews.[]
InterviewO trainingO ford projectd
volunteershas(kindlybeenlofferedd
byCEMOHA.OfCyouCwouldOike[toO

becomeOinvolvedOinOtheOprojectd
andChelptoCexpandCourCarchive,
pleaseld contactd theO Knittingd
Together Projectd Co-ordinator,]
DavidO OrtonOd (emaild
ortodoO2@Ileicester.gov.uk,
phoneJ0116025207322).0Further
informationCabouttheJprojectCwilld
beOavailableOfromOAprildonOourd
interim0website[] at0 the Knitting
Togetherladdress:
www.knittingtogether.org.uk

Oral History Society

‘Oralhistory(fecords(thellivinginemories(andfeelings(offall]
kinds[of[people,linanylbtherwiselhiddendromChistory,land(]

creates[aorelivid(picture(ofourlpast’.C]

ORAL

HISTORY

a
TheOralHistorySocietylisCalhationalCandCinternational]
societyldedicatedothel¢ollection(@nd(preservation[oflorall]
history.dtléncourages(theltecordinglof(people’slife[Stories]
andbringstogetheralnetworkCof(lindividuals CandOlocal [l
groupsfromCacross[BritainCandEuropetolkharelideas,]
problemsCOandOsolutions.OItsC0OmembersCcomeOfromOalld
backgrounds, OwithOdifferent0occupationsCandOareasDof[]
research,[butf$harefaleommonClinterestlniving(tnemories]
oflthelfecent(past.]

UK[Membership[bflthe[Societylis[E15forlindividualsCand
£25[for[brganisations.[(Members[teceiveltheiwice-yearly[]
journal,[OralHistory, featuringhewsfeportsonloralthistory
around(thelWworld,Carticles,[adviceand[book[ieviews,[and[]
alsolénjoybreferentialtatesforlother[Society[publications[]
and[¢onferences.[Forfurtherldetails,Write[fofhe[Secretary,]
OralHistory[ISociety, c/o[Dept.of(History,[University(of[(]
Essex,d Colchester,0 CO40 3SQ;0 0200 74120 7405;]
rob.perks@bl.uk;Wwww.oralhistory.org.uk[
0




Sporiding Pat¢ Irish Sport in Leicester
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Leicesterlis[idely[tecognisedasl]
almulti-culturalleity(but,[t(starelyd
recognised]how oldthis[ multi-

culturalO history is.0 TheO Irish(
StudiesDWorkshoplis[producingCall
seriesofDhistoriesd of O theOlrish
communitylin[Leicester[thatldetail ]
lifeCandCtulture[from1800tolthed
presentCday.OFutureOpublications
willCteal (with[the[11798[Rebellion,O

the parish andd people of 0 St
Patrick’s,@nddrishimusic.[ThefirstC
titlelin@he$eries[BportingPatlhas
justitthelShops.

u]

WrittenO by Nessanl Danaher,O
SportingPatldiscusseslihelfjames
and(sportsiplayedbytheOrish(nO
Leicesterdfrom18000until(J2000.0
SportingPatShows[thatlasiwelllas™
traditional(GaeliclSportslike[GaelicCl
AthleticO Association Football,O0
HurlingCandCamogie,thedrishOnC
LeicesterOalso[dembracedCrugby,
hockey, [golf,[boxing, [@thletics, fug-
of-war,[horsetacing,[3kittles,bool]
andléven[American(football.l

O

ThisO fascinatingd andO well-
researched(book(is[illustratedWith(J
dozensUof(photos,OsketchesCand
maps.[PricedCat[£19.990SportingJ
Pat[tan[belbrdered[bysendinglal
chequel payablel tod thed “Irish(
Studies[Workshop”@o[N[Danahar,[
Irish(] Studies] Workshop, Soar[]
Valleyd College,d GleneaglesO
Avenue,[Leicester,[LE4ATGY.O

a

CynthiaOBrown,JEMOHAOProjectO
Manager,OstheCauthorCofCaChewd
publicationd fromO Leicesterd City[
Museums[ Service.OO CherishedO
Possessions:OAOhistorydofCONewO
Walk Museumd and(d Leicester's[
MuseumsO Service,0 wasO writtend
duringOherOpreviousOpostOasOan(d
Education[OfficerforiheMuseums
Service.

]
Thelasthistoryloffheinuseumsih
LeicesterOwaspublishedtoCmark
theird100thOanniversarylin[01949.0
This[publicationringsfhingsupfioO
date,0 but0 itd alsod revisits[ their™
earlierfhistorysincedhelopening[ofl]
theloriginalOrown[Museum 3 Chow[
NewWalkMuseum[&[Art[Gallery.O
ForO example,O itO looksO at thed
originall¢ollections,howlfheyhavel
beenO added toJ overd the[ last[
centuryd andO al half,00 andO atO
occasionall controversiesOd
(particularlylin@hetaselof(@helArtO
Gallery)OasOtodwhatOshouldObeO
exhibited.

]

However,O0Cherished[Possessions

isCas[muchlaboutIhelpeoplelivhol
workedlinCandlusedlmuseumsas
about thed objectsO themselves.O
Cynthialsays:O'TheOresearchOforO
thisd bookOd wasO absolutelyd
fascinating,0 fromO theO precised
annuallists[offhewlAcquisitionso]
controversieslaboutiwhat[paintingsC]
shouldCbel[boughtCanddisplayed,
andOthe moreOrecent personall
memoriesCbflstaffCandvisitors.[T10]
hopelitCwillChive CalflavourCbf(the O
wonderfullyd richO historyd ofld
museumslin[Leicester,[and[bf(the
valuel placedd onO themO by
successivel generationsd ofd
curators,politicians@nddhepublicC
asl places whichO couldd -0 and
should™ -0 inspire,0 educated and
entertain'.(J

]

Cherishedd Possessions costs
£2.750 andO isO ond saled atO allOd
LeicesterdCityCMuseums[sites.ItO
canOalsoObeOobtaineddbyOmailC
order.[Forldetails,[contacttHelene
Kellyd ond 01160 2470 3241,0
kellhO01l@Ileicester.gov.uk.O

What did he say?
Onel commond probleml
experienced0byoralChistoryl
interviewersOisOencounteringl
unfamiliarSlang@nddolloquiall
expressions.CEven[iffyoularel
interviewingCalpersonfromCal
similar) geographicald area,l
differencesin socialll class,[
ethnicity,C0gender,Coccupationl
and] agel can] meanO thatl
peopled usell expressionsl
uniqueo@particular@roup.
[m)

If0youlexperienceOthis,Jaskl
yourOintervieweeJto[Oexplainl
theferm(foyou.[Gettingiolthel
bottomO of( idiosyncraticl
terminologytanlbftenunlockl
very[ interesting] aspects(] ofl
people’siéxperience.]

o

However, ftl¢canstilllbelusefull
toOhaveOanUOideaOaboutOthel
meaninglof(alVarietylbf{locall
terms.[Because[0flthis,{alking[
history[presentslalshortguidel
tolkomel[bf(theseaspart[bfl
ourlfuraliSpecial.(]

Aigles] icicles[

BeltlorBurll  shear[thelbuttocks[bfl]
alSheepd

Butty[ partnerd ind ad smallO
concernld

Byslings( altow'sirstlmilkafter

or[Beastings calvingd

Chapmanryd al smalld returnd onQJ
receivingl money for(
beasts(orl@dorn(]

Clam(I starvedByfhunger(

orldlammedOd

Daglocks[d beltingsCorlburlingsCofd
wool[

DoukO dampO

ElderD thelddderoflaldow

Tolfettle™ toladjust, @riolputlintol]
orderd

FitchetO alpoleldat(]

GallsO moistSpringyplaces]
onllandO

HeartSpurnO tapltoot

TolRibble[ tolgrind@orn(perfectly

Lap(bvel cornbindWweed,[
convolvulus

Pootheryd close, @loudy, Sultry(
weatherd

Roarerd alfestless[dow,@lso@C

rupturediwindedhorsel]

Youldan(indhoreleicestershireAgriculturalfermsO
atl http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/
~framland/framland/agterm.htm0]
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EMOHA Diary

Therelisn'ttenoughfoomfolincludeléverythinglihlourprintedidiary.(Weprioritise[éventsiwhich[dealithEwentieth O
andOwenty-firstCeenturyChistoryChichOsOwhereCLEMOHA's[focusOies. Y oultanfind(WhatlisCprobablythe (most
complete listingdd of0 historicald talksd andd eventsO in0 Leicestershired on our websited atl

http://www.le.ac.uk/emoha/news/diary.html.[Send[details[of(dralistory@ndgenerallhistoryléventsforlihclusionlih
theMextEEMOHAI[Diary.[Allhews, Miews[ordiaryldatesmustfeachlisyFriday17thMay2002.[d

o
Alloffheléventsladvertisedlihfhe[@ralHistory[DiarylareldopenibihepublicinlessdtherwiselStated.

MarchO

Thu14th[{5.300pm):O0DrOStephen Smith(
(BethOShalomHolocaustOCentre):OWriting[d
the[Pastlinthe[Future:(the[HolocaustfinO
Memory,0 Representation & Education.
LT1,KenCEdwards[Building.University bf(]
Leicester.[TI
Mon[A8th[{7.30pm):[(Rowan[Roenisch,[The
GracelandCCemetery,[IChicago.[Organised
bydheFriends[of(Welford(Road[Cemetery.[]
Leicesterd AdultD) Educationd College,O
Wellington[Street,dleicester.[]
Tue19th[{5.30pm): OProflJConanOFischer(
(StrathclydeOUniversity),(1'The[d19230Ruhr
crisis:O Labour,0 Bigd Business[J and the
CollapseldfPassiveResistance'.[Centrelfor(]
Urban[History,[Marc(Fitch(House,[Salisbury
Road, Mleicester.]

Wed[20thO

= 4.00pm:0 Professord JohnO YoungO
(University[of(Nottingham),[The[Wilson(
GovernmentdandOtheOdVietnamOWar,O
1964-1968.[0DepartmentofJHistorical(l
and[nternational(Studies,[De[Montfort[]
University.OJ ClephanC Building,[0 RoomO
3.08.M

= 7.00pm:0 SecretsO of 0 Newd Walk.(O AQ
guidedwalk[@rganisedDy[Colin(Crosby.O
MeetJohn[Biggs(Statue.[CostE3.1
Thul 21st0 (7.30pm):0 Davidd Jones,O
BattlefieldORelics,[Weapons,[IMedalsCand
Memorabilia.00 Enderby( Heritage[l Group,O
Enderby[CTivicCTentre, King[Street.
Fri0 22nd0O (2.30pm):0 Leifd Jerram,O
Bureaucratic[lPassions[andthe[Colonies[®f(]
Modernity:OMunicipalOexpertsdandOurban
expansionin[Munich,[11890-1930.[0Centre]
for( UrbanO History,[0 MarcO Fitch House, O
Salisbury[Road, [Leicester.[]
Sat23rd[(2pm): [TheSilverJubilee[bfthel
Leicester0GroupbfCthe[Victorian(Society.(]
NewOWalkOMuseum.OCostO£50for00non-
members[oftheldroup.O]
Sun24th[(2pm): OTheDA-Z[of[Buildings:0AO
beginner's[guideto0someof(0thedmorel]
unusualbBuildings@nd(architecturalStylesih(
Leicester.[Organisedby[Footprints.[(Meet[]
TownHalllSquare.CostE2.50.00
Mon[25th[((7pm):0 HiddenO Leicester.[0 AT
guidedOwalkOorganisedCbyCColin[OCrosby.O
MeetTown[Hall.[CostE3.00
ThuO 28thO (7.30pm):0 Stoney[l Stanton(
Heritage(OGroup,0StoneydStantonVillage
Community®all.O

Aprildd

Thul4th[{7pm): (DiscoveringUOtheOHeritage
on0 Your[ Doorstep.O TalkO organisedd by
BurbageHeritage[GrouplattheMillenniumO
Hall, BritannialRoad, Burbage.]

Mon[ 8th( (7.30pm): 0 Briand Johnson,O
Leicester'sf]Cinemas.JOrganisedd bythel]
CommunityOHistoryONetworkOatOthe JCity(
Rooms, [Hotel[Street, dleicester. I

Tue®th({7.30): [(DrlUohnOSmith,(ngenious]

andDaring: 0The[WolverhamptonCouncil(l
Fraud (1905-1917).0 Organisedd by thed
Leicester0Groupof(theVictorian(Society.(J
The[BmallHall,[Leicester[AdultCEducation]
College,Wellington[Street, dLeicester.O]
Tue16th({7.30): Jane[Dawson{NewWalk[
Museum),0Hedgerows of(] Leicestershire.(]
EnderbyHeritageJGroup, JEnderbyCivic(l
Centre,King[$treet. [

WedO17thd (4pm):0 DrO Perryd WillsonO
(UniversityCofCEdinburgh), (WomenCinCthe
ItalianO Fascistd Party.[] Departmentd ofQd
HistoricalOandOInternationald Studies,0Deld
MontfortC) University.C) Clephan( Building,(]
Room[3.08.0
Fri19th[{7.15pm):[(RonGreenall,[(The(WGO
HoskinsO Lecture:OJ Small] TownsO in thed
VictorianEra.[Waughan[ArchaeologicallandO
HistoricalOSociety,0VaughanOCollege,0St0
Nicholas[Circle,dleicester,llE3[4BL.I
Sat[20th{10@am =4[pm): OSaturdaySchoold
toCcelebratethe[180thClanniversaryCofthe
foundingofUniversity(0College,[Leicester,O
andhe[140th[anniversaryloflthedounding
oflthe[(WorkingIMen's[Collegelin[Leicester,O
whichbecameVaughan[College.
Tue30th([{7.30): OStoneyStantonHeritage
GroupCmeeting[Cat[Stoney[Stanton[Villagell
CommunityHall.O

O

O

May[

Wedst[{4pm): OProfessoriStefan(Berger(]
(University(of(0Glamorgan),[Historiography(
and(the[Rescuelbf(the[Nation[State[After(]
1945:[Germany,France,Italy[andBritainin(]
Comparative[OPerspective.0DepartmentCofd
HistoricalOandOInternationalC Studies,0Ded
MontfortC) University.C) Clephan( Building,C)
Room(3.08.0

Thu®th: Howl canMuseums[usellOralll
History?[Bnibston[Discovery[Park.[Contact[]
Mandy Morris[J atl] EMOHAO for further)
information.O

WedO 15th0 (4pm):0 DrO MarkO Levenel
(University[bfCBouthampton),[Genocide:CAQ
LegitimateCArealofd0StudyforCHistorians?0
Departmentof[HistoricalCandnternational
Studies,[[De[MontfortCUniversity.[IClephan(]
Building,[Room(3.08.1
Sat[18th[}(10.00am[+[15.00pm): O Graham(
Jones,d An{J Introduction toJ Landscapel]
History.OAVaughan[CollegedayOschool.O
EmailO lifelonglearning.vau@le.ac.ukd ford
furtherihformation.O)
Wed[22nd{7.30pm):0 Rememberingd the
EnderbyMenofC(WWI.CEnderby[Heritage
Group,[Enderby[CiviclCTentre,King[Street.O]

ThelEastMidlands[@OralHistory[Archive (EMOHA)s [
alpartnershipbetweenhe[Centredor[UrbanHistoryl]
at[the[University[of(l eicester,the[Record[Officeforll
Leicestershire, [l eicesterfand[Rutland[{ROLLR),[And[
Leicester[City[MuseumslCand(Library[Bervices.[t[s]
fundedby@he[Heritagelottery[Fundoléstablishfhe ]
firstd large-scaled archive ofJ oralll history[ for[

Leicestershirel@andRutland.O

East
Midlands

(m)
Tolhearmore@bouttEMOHAANd[OralHistorylinlgeneralbinfourinailing(]
list.(BendyourChame,[@ddress[orlémaillhddressdolusLand e Will3endl
youtalking[ThistoryandOnewsofCJotherevents, OspecialdoffersCandll
opportunitiesfiblgetlihvolved.
(m)

Welwould[particularlyllikefohearfrom[peoplewvho: [
(]

——

= Havelorallhistoryfecordings(ibldepositlihithel@rchive.[

=  AreldoingOoralOhistoryOworkOinCLeicester,LeicestershireDand U
Rutland.

=  Are0 thinkingd of0J settingd upO theird ownO orald historyll
project.O]

=  Wouldlikeibbook[afreefalkor(irainingSession.[
=  WouldlikelibundertakeSomeoluntarylorkWiththelarchive.O

EastMidlands©@ralHistory[Archivel

CentreforWrbanHistory Phone: 011625230650 0
University[dfilleicesterd] Fax:[0116[25230620 0
Leicester[ Email:[@moha@le.ac.uk]
LE1ZRHO

talkinglhistorylis[availablelihargeprintlandlon@udiofapelondequest.]



