An Oral History interview with Glenna Newbold

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Wednesday 20th April 

Glenna, if we can start by you telling me when were you born.

Where?

When.

Oh, I’m sorry. On the sixth of April, nineteen thirty.

Where were you born?

In Melbourne.

Oh, right. And whereabouts was that then?

That was in Blanchcroft, which is a small road further down off the Derby Road.

And what did your Mum and Dad do?

My father, at that time, was a farmer.  My mother was the daughter of a market gardener and also, until she married, she was in the market gardening business.  

And Dad was a farmer, was it a market garden?

No, although I say, actually although I was born here we lived in Risley.  My mother came here for my birth because her parents were here and her aunt was the midwife.  So, my father with his father was farming in Risley.  That’s still in Derbyshire, not too far away.

And how big was the farm there then?

I can’t tell you because we left when I was four.  It was a dairy farm mainly and we left when I was four.

And where did you go?

We went to South Wingfield, because my Grandfather had died and my father took over a tenancy of the Manor Hotel in South Wingfield for four years and then we came back to Melbourne in nineteen thirty-eight.

And whereabouts in Melbourne?

Then? We lived with my grandparents until we found a house.  That was in Rawdon Street and then two years later we moved to North Street.

So, nineteen thirty-eight, you’re eight years old.  It’s just before war broke out.  You were obviously at school.  What difference did the war make to your school days?

I really don’t know what difference it made, but I do know that we were frightened, I suppose, because there was all this talk of war and we knew there was a war and it, I suppose it governed our lives, because after a while we were on rations.  And when we went to school, when we went anywhere, we had to take our gas masks with us and the siren would go and we would be sent home, which of course at that age we thought was great, being sent home, free from lessons but we quickly realised that although, yes, it was alright from our point of view, for everybody else in the world at large, it wasn’t a very good idea!  Because there was this dreadful cloud of war hanging over us.  And indeed bombs were dropped at a shelter not far away, and indeed in Melbourne they had one struck.

And, did you, again this was a rural area and presumably you had lots of evacuees come, did you?

We did have some evacuees, yes. Most of them came from Derby.  Yes, we had not an awful lot but we did have some.

And did any lodge with you?

No, none lodged with us because our house was full, there were four children.  

As a child, where did you play?  I’m talking about your Melbourne days.  Whereabouts would you play?

In the street, because it was safe.  I mean there were so few cars and there weren’t the threats that we have today from other people, I suppose.  Our parents weren’t scared that we would be picked up and taken off and things like that.  We played in the street.  But then, for part of my childhood we lived, as I say, with my grandparents and there was a big yard there because it was a market gardening yard.  So we were completely enclosed and quite safe.  But we were safe in the streets anyway, in those days.

And what about going further afield?  In terms of the countryside around, as a child, did you go and play in the fields around?

We were allowed to play in the fields that weren’t too far away from us, but we were restricted, of course.  But we did go long country walks.  We all loved the countryside and I still do! And, yes, we went long country walks as a family mainly, and with friends as we got older when we were allowed to go out, of course.
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Whereabouts did you go as a family on your walks?  What were your favourite country walks that you’d do?

Oh, Ticknall, Robin Wood, cross Calke Road from here towards what is now the reservoir before that was built.  And then further along and then we could go right the way round and come out on the main road to Woodhouses or down to the Pool and through the intake, and then right round by what was known as the farm, still is, of course, and then back again into Woodhouses a different way.  There were lots of walks around here and neighbouring villages – Stanton, Ticknall.

When would you go?  Would it be like a Sunday afternoon?

Mainly, yes, it would be a Sunday afternoon.  Our parents would meet us from Sunday School and we would go then for a long walk.

And which church did you go to?

I went to the new church on Derby Road which is unfortunately no longer there.  We had to close about … I have to think … about twenty years ago.  I should know, I was the secretary.  Yes, in the early eighties, no late seventies.

Why did you have to close?

Lack of funds, lack of members.

What kind of church was it then?

It is known also as the Swedenborgian Church.

Swedenborgian Church.  Gosh, never heard of that!

It was set up by a man named Emmanuel Swedenborg, who was a Swede and it all started from there.

Was this something peculiar to Melbourne?

No!  There’s lots of branches.  Branches all over the world.

What distinguishes it from other churches?

Because Swedenborg, while he was still on earth, had access to be able to see into the next world.

What we call spiritualism perhaps?

Some people like to call it that, but I wouldn’t.  While he was on earth he was permitted to be able to see into the spiritual world, yes.  But I don’t like to call it spiritualism. He was into the spiritual world while he was still on earth.

When you were a child and growing up, how many members did the church have?

Not an awful lot of members, because all the people who attended church  weren’t, didn’t always, become members.  But, just after the war, we had a revival, if you like.  We had a very good man who was our leader and he went round and got all the children from Sunday School and all the parents came to church and at that time we had as many as seventy children in the school, in the Sunday School.  And, as I say their parents came to church but they weren’t all members.  

No, no … but I mean …

How many attended?  Well, as I say there were seventy children.  We would have as many as fifty at services.

As opposed to the various chapels of the day – Methodist, Baptist, and so on,what was unique about the Swedenborgian Church?

I don’t think it is particularly different except that we believed that the Lord God is the one God of Heaven and Earth and that’s it basically.  It’s as simple as that.

Why do you think it died out?  Why did the numbers dwindle then?

Well, a lot of people, as their children grew up they moved out, then they moved away.  And the parents often moved away.  Father would get a different job and they would move away taking, obviously, the children with them. And also, as children grew up they moved away and so we soon got a dwindling society.  And at that particular time we hadn’t got a leader or a minister so it was very difficult.  

Does it still exist elsewhere?

Oh yes, all over the world.  Germany, Australia, New Zealand, America.

But in the East Midlands?

Yes, there’s one in Derby. And two or three in London, Birmingham, Yorkshire.
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Oh, right. From what I gathered before there were quite a few different chapels and churches in Melbourne.

Oh, there are now.  There’s the Church of England, there’s the United Reform, there’s the Catholic, the Methodist and the Baptist.  

Now, did you, like the other churches, have wakes or sermons …?

Oh, yes, yes.  We used to have an anniversary every year.  Yes, we’ve had that.  And we also had Whitsuntide.  We were in the parades like all the others.  There would be a band and you would have your banner.  Oh, yes, we took part in all those and then the children, we would have tea in the school rooms and all go to their various, whoever would loan us a field, give us the hire of a field to have games in and what have you.  Oh, yes we took part in all that.

Was there a time of the year when you used to get new clothes? Was this the tradition?

Oh yes, you’d have one for the anniversary.  You’d have a new dress for the anniversary and the boys would have new shorts and shirts and what have you.  Oh, yes.

And was it possible in those days to buy that from a shop in Melbourne?

No.  You couldn’t buy it in Melbourne.  You would have had to go to Derby or Nottingham for most of those things.

You’re at school.  You finish school.  What are the choices for you in terms of work?

I never considered whether there was a choice or not.  I decided I wanted to work in an office. And I was fortunate because I got two interviews and I got two jobs!  One was in town itself, in Derby.  The other was at Allenton.  And the deciding factor was that often when the buses got to Allenton, there was no room for people to get on!  So I decided, or I think my parents decided, at that age, I had a say in it of course.  So I went to this office in Derby because you could always get a bus at the bus station and be sure of a seat.  It was true that two or three could pass you at Allenton when everybody else was … 

So how long did you work in that office?

At that particular firm I was there just over two years.  That was a bakery firm and they had a café.  And a shop.  And then I went to Fenniston & Holmes, which was motor mechanics.  They sold new cars and they repaired cars.  They had petrol pumps, showrooms and I was there almost three years and by that time we had gone through the winter of nineteen forty-seven, terrible snows, dreadful travelling conditions.  I would sometimes get home at quarter to nine at night, having finished work about quarter past five.  And you would wait on the bus station for the buses that didn’t come and when they did come they’d be those with the gas bags on the top and they didn’t always make the journey very quickly.  So I decided it wasn’t a very good idea, so fortunately at that time there was a Melbourne Engineering, where Budgens stands now.  And they’d advertised for a junior clerk.  So I took myself off there and I was there ten years.

What did they do at Melbourne Engineering?

At Melbourne Engineering they rebuilt Brown & Sharp machines and they prided themselves on this – that they could rebuild them to the exact specifications to which they were manufactured.  

And what were Brown & Sharp machines?

Do you know, that sounds ridiculous but I don’t know what these machines were for!  But they went out to all different firms such as Plesseys and BSA and all those.  And they all had to do with engineering didn’t they?

Yes, pressing …And how many people would be employed in it then?

At Melbourne Engineering Company?  Over the ten years I worked there -- over seventy to one hundred and twenty, I should think.
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I’ve talked to other people who’ve lived round here and there was the market gardening, there was that and there was boot and shoe wasn’t there, there was silk. It was a thriving little town, wasn’t it?

Well, at one time there were between eighty and a hundred market gardeners in Melbourne.

Eighty to a hundred. Crikey.

There are three now.

Is that through amalgamation or just …?

Well, some, I was talking to my brother about this the other day.  Some were one man bands, you know they’d have a couple of acres but they were still market gardeners and there were a lot of those.  And then, eventually, they gave up and went to work for one of the others.  But it would be in the nineteen sixties, no about the nineteen fifties, that the decline started and some of those market gardeners had been going for about a hundred years.  

And what was it that led to their decline?

I suppose the custom of them was so small they were finding it increasingly difficult to keep going, and also to keep up with modern methods because the tractor was coming in. Previous to that, of course, they did a lot of their work by hand and also with horses and I remember when my father had the first tractor.  It wasn’t one that you rode on, it was one that you pushed.  A little ‘trusty tractor’, that was called.  And so of course the little people, if you like, the smaller ones with the one man bands were finding it increasingly difficult to keep up with the others.  And also, I believe, I could be wrong but I believe that was when the foreign imports came in and did a lot of damage. 

I mean that’s what people are saying today.  It’s just not competitive …

No, and it’s a shame because not only are they coming in and flooding our market, taking away livelihoods, but also the countries they’re coming from are being exploited.  Their labour is being exploited.  That concerns me.  But it happens and it’s happened with a lot of industries here.  My last job was at a boot and shoe factory and they’ve gone out of business and that’s foreign imports, because they can make them cheaper and therefore you can’t compete. 

But at twenty-seven you left there?

No, I was twenty-nine.

So, what did you do next?

I went in the police force. I was only in the police force just over a couple of years.  Because then I got married.

Tell me.  How did you decide to become a policewoman then?

I saw an article in the local evening paper and it was by a policewoman and I always told her it was her fault that I joined.  And it sounded very exciting, and I was getting a bit bored because I felt my life wasn’t going anywhere, and so I thought ‘well I’ll try’.  And so I tried and managed to pass the entrance exam and do my training.

And whereabouts did you do your training?  Did you have to go to Derby for that?

No, I was in Derby for a police force but I went to Warrington to do my training, near Warrington.  

Up in Lancashire?  Good gracious. So you weren’t a policewoman in Melbourne?

No, at that time there were two police forces.  There was the Derbyshire police force and there was the Derby Borough and I joined the Derby Borough, so I was always in Derby, itself.

And what kinds of things did you do as a policewoman?

I mainly dealt with children and women.  I would accompany women to court.  I would accompany them to prison.  I would take statements off them.
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I would pound the beat around Derby.  All those things.  We didn’t do quite as much then as the girls do now because there were always some areas they felt we weren’t strong enough.   And there were other duties in that you’d attend a road accident, you would do traffic duty and all those things.

So, when you married, did you marry a Melbourne man?

I did.  

Was he a policeman, because often policemen marry policewomen?

No, he was the organist at our church.

Oh, right, so you came back … when you got married you became a housewife then?

For about six months and then I got this job at Dunnicliffe Bros, which was the shoe and boot company and I stayed there for thirty-four years.

What was your job at Dunnicliffe then?

I was in charge of the general office and mainly did bookkeeping and wages.  

Now, over those thirty-four years you sadly must have witnessed the decline of the company as you mentioned earlier.  When you started how many employees did Dunnicliffe have?

I should think about seventy.  Between sixty and seventy, I should think, at that time.  

And what kind of shoes were they making?

Children’s. Just children’s.

And when they were sold in shops did they have a brand name Dunnicliffe or some other, like Startrite?

Yes, they would be made for other firms and they would have their ‘socks’ in them

as we called them,where their name is displayed ,but we also made shoes under our own name which was Freesteps.

And they were marketed all over the world or all over Britain or …?

There were times when they went to Iceland and I think some went to France, but mainly in this country, Ireland and also Southern Ireland, Eire.  There was quite a lot of customers over in Ireland.  Scotland!

Did you have your own sales force, as it were? 

Well, there was Mr Donegal senior and then his two sons came into the business and they did their own selling, but apart from the London area, they did have an agent in the London area, but otherwise, they did most of it themselves.  They would travel over to Ireland for so long and things like that.

You say you were there for thirty-four years.  When you left was the firm still going?

Oh, yes, it went for another few years but it finished about three years ago.

Oh, it’s until fairly recently?

Oh, yes!

And was it because of the ages of the family?  Was that one of the causes?  Obviously there were the foreign imports, but was it also because the family wanted to retire and …?

No, I don’t think so because at that stage neither of them were at retiring age.   No, I don’t think they would have closed just because of that.  I do think it was no longer a viable position.  It was very, very stark.

That was one of the important little industries in Melbourne.  Was it the only shoe industry or were there others?

It was when they closed because they had another one in Melbourne called Fairysteps, and that did close a few years previously.  But years ago there were a lot. I don’t remember all the names but I do remember older people talking about them.  I know there was one further on down the Derby Road. So, yes, there were several at one stage.
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Were the working conditions fairly antiquated? Did the firm try and introduce new equipment as they went along or was the actual production process very much like it was fifty or a hundred years ago?

Oh, no.  They updated.  They bought some … oh dear, what do you call them … ? 

What to stitch them do you mean?

Ya, the … not microchips … I can’t think of the name!

Computer- controlled?

Computer-controlled, that’s it and there were two designers by the time they closed and when I first went there wasn’t a designer.  Mr Dunnicliffe himself did all the designing, but as the firm progressed and they employed more people, there were as I say, two designers and they had these computer machines.  Yes, they kept up to date with that sort of thing.

So, a few years ago that disappeared.  What is the former shoe factory used for now?

Another firm has the actual factory but at the back of it now, Dunnicliffes have got a nursery, a children’s nursery – Scallywags!

Here it is. 

Oh, they’ve actually built a purpose built, brand new place in the back?. 

Purpose-built, yes that’s right that’s the one.

Oh. Well. That’s your working life but you were mentioning before we started about the fact that you had been singing and I wondered what … in terms of out of work activities for you.  There was the church that was important to you in your life.  What other things were there to do in Melbourne?

I joined the Melbourne Opera Company and I was in that for a few years until I joined the police force and, of course, you can’t commit to being at practice every week or anything else every week, so I came out of it then.  But we used to like to go long walks then, we were very much country people and we loved long walks.  My husband was very interested in photography and of course it rubbed off on me in time. We just enjoyed being with our families and as I say, country walks.  Music plays a great part in our lives as well,  … holidays.

In terms of locally, you never went back then to join the Melbourne Opera Company?

No, I didn’t join it again afterwards, no.  There was plenty to do.  I was working full-time and a home to look after and so no, I didn’t go back again to it.  I supported it.

What kind of productions do they do then?

Gilbert and Sullivan .

Is there an annual ..?

Oh, yes, they’re doing Iolanthe this year.

What other kind of activities were there in Melbourne?  With the opera company, was there drama as well?

The Church of England have a drama group, yes, and of course there’s always the keep fit classes and most of the churches have their own groups.  Social groups, in the week activities.  Oh, yes, there’s quite a lot to do in Melbourne.  Various dances and we have a thriving carnival committee that organises various things.  There’s Inner Wheel, Probus, The Wednesday Group, the Rotary so there are lots …

In terms of communal groups you mentioned the carnival there.  Is that a regular feature of Melbourne life?

There used to be one years ago and it was always in aid of the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, and then it was revived some years ago now and it’s always for charities and it takes place every year.

You say the other one.  Did that stop when the National Health Service came in?

I think it was the war that put paid to a lot of things.  All those sort of things stopped because, well, there weren’t the people to run them and they didn’t have time either.  Those sort of things just didn’t happen during the war.
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There were the  annual church anniversaries?  What other communal activities were there around here.

Do you mean during the war?

No, no, no, just generally in terms of things that might have been traditional points in the year when there would be particular celebrations.  Like whether there was anything particularly other than … we talked about carnivals, we talked about anniversaries … whether there were things for bonfire night, things like that …?

Well, usually people would have their own bonfires but as they got more safety conscious, I suppose, there would be big ones.  There’s always a big one in Calke Park and then the school would have one and then somebody else with a bit of ground would have one, you know.  Yes, there were all those types of things, but there again with never having any children they sort of weren’t part of our curriculum, if you like.  Yes, we were able to go, if we wanted to but we didn’t … it was a bit too cold. Ha, ha, ha!  There were lots of things … neither my husband or I were great joiners of things but we supported them.  You don’t have to be a member of things not to either enjoy it or support them.  And, of course, we have the Melbourne Town Band now and the Melbourne Male Voice Choir.

Are these fairly new things then?  These are not traditional …

The male … there was a male voice choir years ago and there again that disbanded and started up a few years ago … it must be over twenty years now, twenty-five years I think, since that started again, and then they developed the Male Voice Choir …that must be about twenty years ago now.  I think I’ve got a record nineteen eighty-one. And yes, they’re both very good. The Melbourne Town Band has a junior section and then it eventually integrated into the main band and no, it’s doing very well.

Where we are now is obviously a fairly new development.  What have been the major changes.  You’ve been here since what … about nineteen thirty-eightish time?  What have been the major changes you have seen physically, in Melbourne, in that time? 

I think the major changes have been the amount of land that used to be market gardening land, the demise of the market gardeners and then that land developed.  I can remember before these were developed, I mean these have only been here since nineteen seventy-five.  And further up the road on the left hand side, they were all market gardening land.  Lots of development in Melbourne, which I know people need houses, but it was sad to see those fields go.

Has the airport had much of an impact on life here?

Well, I think it’s brought some work, you know, I don’t know if it’s a lot but I do know that some people have gone to work there.  Not necessarily at the airport but at the different companies that are on the side.  And, also, there are a few that I know that work at the airport itself and that has grown over the years.  But, yes, I think it has brought some employment, which is good.

You’ve grown up here and there are so many people you must know.  In terms of a community how has it changed?  Is it a lot more affluent than it was?

Oh, I think it is and that presumably has come from all the land development and all the people that have come in to Melbourne.  One sort of brings the other on doesn’t it?  Yes, it has made it more affluent, I think one has to agree.  But, of course, there is always a price to pay and now we have very few industries in Melbourne, very few.  As I say there are three market gardeners, no boot and shoe factories, no engineering and we do have health and beauty studios and all that sort of thing, but we haven’t got the industry in Melbourne itself.  Used to be a lot.
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Yes, I’ve talked to other people who lived in this area and it seems that there was quite a lot of poverty as well.

Oh, yes, I’m sure there was.

I mean those houses now, they’re kind of quite trendy places to live.

Which area are you talking about, the Blanchcroft area? Yes they were but now as you say,  it’s quite a trendy place to live.  My nephew lives there and he works, he’s the Heritage Officer for South East Derbyshire but he’s bought one and done a lot to it. Yes. 

What’s his name?

Philip Heath.

Ah, I’ve come across him.  When I say I’ve come across him, I haven’t interviewed him but I’ve heard a lot about him.  He’s like Mr Heritage for Melbourne! He’s the one that knows more than anyone else.

Well, there are two Mr Heaths and they’re not related.  There’s a Richard Heath who’s an historian as well, but my nephew is the Heritage Officer.

You were saying that you and your husband really enjoyed the country walks.  I’ve never done this sort of question before but let’s take the seasons of the year and you’re to recommend to me different places for different times of the year.  Let’s take spring, we’re in spring now and obviously these interviews are about the National Forest.  Where  around here would you recommend for me to go in spring, as the most enjoyable walk to enjoy spring around here?

I would say the reservoir now because all the spring flowers will be coming through and also in the Robin Wood because there again you’ll have the spring flowers.  Those would be the two I would choose.

OK.  A summer walk?

Oh, round by Melbourne Pool and the intake because, with the swans on the lake and the Melbourne Hall in the background and the church in the background.  Yes, that’s a summer one.  And toward Wilson, that’s a nice summer one.  You can walk around the pool so far and then go up through the fields to Wilson then back by the main road, if you like. Yes, that’s a nice summer walk.

And autumn?

There again this walk that I’ve just mentioned.  We used to call it ‘up through the chestnut trees’ but there aren’t any chestnut trees anymore.  But by the pool and up towards Wilson and maybe towards Breedon if you walked to Breedon Church which is rather nice.  That would make a good walk in autumn.

Are there some mature trees there?

There were but they’re not there anymore.  It was an avenue of chestnut trees.  We used to walk through them.  It was lovely.  Yes.  Any season of the year.  But all of them.  I’ve done them all.  Spring.  Summer.  Autumn.  Winter.

Is there any place again in winter that is particularly …?

Well, there again, the pool always looks spectacular in winter particularly when it’s got skaters on.

Really!  It can have skaters … it gets that cold does it?

It has … not for the last few years but how many years ago, I think it was four or five they were skating on it.  Oh, years ago they had a car on it! Yes, they had a car on it years ago.

What accidentally?  Someone just got on and drove …

No, somebody decided it would stand a car and they’d put a car on it.  It’s wonderful to see the skaters.  I think it’s perhaps about five years ago … yes, it’s four or five years ago that it was fit to skate on.  But it hasn’t happened, not like it used to every winter ther’d be the skaters down there and we used to walk across it.  Oh, ya, walk from one side.  There’s a couple of islands in the middle, we’d walk over to the islands. Ya, on the ice.

People talk about, where I am, actually skating up the canal but I actually can’t remember it ever being that cold.

Oh, yes, ya. 
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The kind of photography your husband took?  Was that wildlife or landscape or …?

Yes, wildlife, landscapes anything like that, he took.  He was a great photographer. He did a lot of photography in his time.  He was the secretary of the Melbourne Photographic for twenty-five years. I forgot to mention that. Yes, there was a photographic society and it’s still going.

He had his own darkroom at home, did he?

He made his own darkroom. Used to develop his own films.

And what do you think about this National Forest that’s come along?  Because as you’re saying some of the areas that you used to enjoy they’ve changed anyway.  You’re talking about an avenue of trees…but what do you think about this new National Forest …?

I’ve got to be honest here, I’ve not actually seen it because you see, I can’t walk very far and that limits me to a lot of things.  But what I’ve read about it and what other people tell me about it, I think it’s a wonderful thing! I do, yes.  I’ve seen as I’ve gone through various places. I’ve seen where it is and the various locations and I know lots of people who use it for all sorts of reasons and thoroughly enjoy it, thoroughly recommend it and yes, I think it’s wonderful.

It’s going to take years to really see the benefit of it.

Oh yes, that’s right.  It’ll be the future generations that will reap the real benefits, won’t it?

I suppose it won’t be so dramatic in this area because this area has always been a fairly green area.  I mean when you talk to people over at Swadlincote and places near the mining areas, it’s certainly going to make a difference over there.

Oh, yes, yes it will.  That was something else I didn’t mention to you, the coming of the reservoir in the nineteen sixties.

That’s what I was going to ask you about because that has in a sense in this area been the dramatic change hasn’t it, in terms of landscape?

Yes, yes it has.

Describe to me before, you talked before about a walk there, what’s underneath the reservoir that you miss?

Well, we lost an awful lot.  We used to go on a walk which was called ‘Round Sir Henry’s Lane’ and it started Calke Road and you went a long way across Calke Road and you came to this long lane, Sir Henry’s Lane, and it brought you out on to the Melbourne Ashby Road and then we’d walk down through Woodhouses and that was a lovely walk.  Well, we  lost that you see with the reservoir because Calke Road was closed off so far.  And only the other week my sister and I were coming by the end of what was where we came out of … we do miss that walk.  And we said ‘yes you could go round there spring, summer, autumn, winter and it was a lovely walk.’  Oh, yes, we enjoyed it.  We lost that.  And that was a great sadness, but there again these things happen.  We’ve got expanse of water now which looks lovely and people have boats on it, yachts on it, which is very spectacular.  Well, not necessarily spectacular but very pretty and it’s nice to see, a calming effect.

One of the things I had on that list of questions was things that were …  whether there were any sort of legends or superstitions that surrounded the landscape around this area.  Did you think of any?

Now, I’ve thought about that and I honestly can’t.  It might seem ridiculous and I’m sure some people will say ‘Well I can’ but I really can’t think of any superstitions or legends, no.

Well, that might be too strong.  But when you’re a kid growing up and there are places where you never go for no good reason but someone’s told you there’s a ghost there or something.  And I just wondered if there are any places like that, not necessarily …?

No, I don’t remember anything like that.  No, I really don’t.
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And the other one was -- were there any special recipes?

And that’s something else.  I’ve never heard of any special recipes.  Not that are just for Melbourne.

Or this kind of area?

No, I don’t think so.  I can’t recall any that might be just for this area.  No, I can’t.

And the other one was language.  About particular words for things. 

I can tell you a few nicknames.  I can’t tell you the exact families they belong to because I’m not sure.  But there was, I remember somebody was named Nation for no reason, somebody was named Eyepiece and Tiny.  But they’re the ones that spring to mind but where they came from I really don’t know.  

But I wondered about, like around our way you have an alley between houses.  What do you call it here? Has it got a special name?

Between houses?  Entry! Yes.

On the back of houses, a back alley?

Or a ginnel! I’ve heard a ginnel.

Oh, right, ya. Because we have the word ‘jitty’.

Yes, that’s another one that comes to mind. Yes, I’ve heard that.  That can be associated with here. Yes.

And games.  The games that you played you know with the five stones?  What do you call that?

With the five stones?  Snobs!

Snobs, you call it here.

Yes, we did Snobs.  We did Marbles, Hopscotch, Whip n’ Top, Skipping.

Can you remember any of the rhymes that you did as a child.  Skipping rhymes.

Two, four, six eight.  Mary at the kitchen gate.  Eating cherries off a plate.  Two, four, six, eight!  I remember that one.  If you could play two balls, you were clever.  If  you played three, well my word.  

Is that like juggling?

Usually against a wall.

So you bounce the ball up against a wall.

Yes.  Ya.  I could manage a couple but three usually got the better of me.

And were you, as a girl … it might have been different for the boys … were there local gangs?  Were you with the same group of kids all the time?

You had your friends at school and I suppose I was fortunate, in a way, because I lived in a street at that time, where two of my school friends lived.  So we tended to mix at school, walk there together, walk back together and spend the evenings together, if we went out with our parents or things like that.  Yes, I suppose I was lucky in that respect.

And the other thing in terms of language is I’ve discovered that in Melbourne, there is New York!  Where does all that come from?  Did you say there was a place called California as well?

Yes.  There were some gardens called California Gardens.  Now  where it’s come from I honestly don’t know.  New York was an area of Melbourne just at the top of Ashby Road and sort of back from there.  And that was called New York.  I really don’t know why!  I suppose as a child you accept these things.  Everybody calls it New York and you don’t question it.  And then the old people have gone and you can’t ask them.  I mean older than me!

Well, you’re young!  You’re not old at all yet! You’ve got another ten or fifteen years to go before you get old, I would think!

Have I? It would be nice to think so.  Yes, it would.

Was that your car on the drive out there? 

Yes, it is.

Well, you see, there you are,  you’re driving around, you’re not old at all yet.

Well,  they drive ‘til they’re ninety, don’t they? Huh, ha, ha!  I have to drive or I wouldn’t go very far, I’m afraid.

Now this is a strange question, but it’s one  which I can maybe help crystallize it.  When I say to people, ‘have you got a favourite place?’  Imagine that you  had to give an instruction in your will to have your ashes scattered somewhere because it’s a very favourite, special place.

For you, what’s your favourite place around here?

Calke Park, because my husband’s ashes are scattered there.  Apart from it being a special place for me as well.
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Now, why is Calke Park special?

Because it’s just a wonderful part of  the area and there are so many, many, different walks and so much to see and so much wildlife and so much peace and serenity. Yuh. It’s beautiful, Calke Park.

Why can’t you go there now?

Because, I can go there but I can’t walk very far. I can’t do the walks. Oh, yes, I can go.  I do go because it belongs to the National Trust.  And I can go, I can drive through anytime, which I do.  I was through the other week.  Yes, I do go but I can’t use the walks.

And this is the home of the Harpur-Crewes, or was the home of the Harpur-Crewes?

Yes, that’s right.

Over the years, because one of the other people I interviewed was a chap who was a farm manager there for many years and I wondered what changes you had seen in Calke Park, you obviously love the place and …

I can’t tell you what changes I’ve seen, because it only opened a few years ago, you know.  It opened to the public.  My husband knew Calke Park because his first wife worked there and they were allowed access, obviously.  And he used to tell me what a wonderful place it was and I dearly wanted to see this place, but of course at that stage, it was closed to the public. And then it was reopened and that was when I started going, but what it was like before, I can’t tell you, because I never saw it.

Oh, so when did you start going round it then?  After it became National Trust? About eighty-five, was it?

Yes, that’s right.  About twenty years ago. Oh, I hadn’t been in before and we’d walk sort of through Calke and my husband used to say ‘the other side of that wall is the deer park and this that and the other and I used to  imagine this .. I wish I could go there.  And we’d go through Ticknall and he’d say ‘through there there’s an avenue of lime trees and he would tell me all about it.  So it was lovely when we were able to go in. Yes. It’s a lovely place, Calke Park..

Well, thank you very much.
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