An Oral History interview with Dorothy Lawrence

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Wednesday 20 April 2005

Dorothy, if I can begin by asking where were you born?

In Coalville

When?

When - November 26, 1918 

1918 - and tell me a little bit about your family

Very poor - me father at that time, I don’t know whether he was a miner - and they lived with my mother’s sister in Coalville and I was born at the end of Margaret Street in Coalville - next door to a shoe shop that’s still there 

And where did you live later on?

They moved to a village called Peggs Green which is not very far away and I was three then and they continued to live there for many years after I went to work, of course

And dad was mining then?

Yes, yes, he worked at a new colliery which was founded at Lount and he helped to dig it I think

And did you have any brothers or sisters?

Yes, I had - I was the eldest of four

OK - and in terms of dad and the mines, what are your memories of him coming home from the mine?

Awful at the beginning - and then as years went on they made baths for them which was marvellous 

When did the baths come?

I really can’t remember - wasn’t for a long time, I was quite grown up I believe 

So when dad came home from work he still had…? 

Yes, he was still awfully mucky

So how did he get clean? 

Had to have a bath with warm water in a copper and he had it in an old zinc bath - in front of the fire

And when you were growing up - as you say, you weren’t very well off - was there electricity or was it paraffin lamp or…?
It was paraffin lamps when I was very small and then they did get electricity, I can remember when that was started

And your earliest memories of playing and so on - where did you play as a child?
In the fields at the front where there were farms - oh, lovely, lovely meadows - we got into trouble playing in the fields when it was mowing grass

What used to happen?
Well, we used to get told off - they used to come round and tell me mother that we shouldn’t be there 

And what kind of games can you remember as a child?

Not a lot really - we were just happy to be in the fields together - there was marvellous wild flowers then that I still remember - and the fields that we played in - I don’t know whether you’re interested - the old canal - the old Charnwood canal that was - I don’t think it was ever completed along our meadows in front where we lived, but it continued right through to Osgathorpe - I believe it’s still there - some of it’s filled in, but we used to play in those - they were more like huge ditches, you know - and it was lovely to play in them and there were little tunnels as well made for the cattle to go over bridges in these fields and I can remember playing in them 

And was it all - with the wild flowers, did you press wild flowers, save wild flowers?

No - no, we didn’t - I was talking to my sister this morning and we were remembering whereabouts they were in these particular fields - she remembers them too -

In the fields in front and nearby, were there different fields that you did different - that had different characteristics that you did different things in ?
There were very few wheat fields cos that all came when war started, they had to plough fields up - there was much more just ordinary fields that cows were in, you know - I think there was a kind of depression in farming in those early days as well
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And where did you go to school?

I went to Griffydam School 

Griffy?

Griffydam - that is in between here and Osgarthorpe, a little bit further on - it was a very nice school, newly built and I passed the 11+ as it was then and I went to a school in Coalville called Broomleys 

So you won a scholarship?

Yes 

Because otherwise your family would not have been able to afford it?

Oh no, you got help with travelling expenses, they were paid and we caught a bus

And your uniform was paid for as well, was it?

No, not really

So how did your parents manage?

Oh well, they did, yes - you just managed - quite a few children went in my year and it was a wonderful school and it’s still going at Coalville only it’s used now as an Infant School, I believe, a lovely old house - Broomleys

Did it mark you out in the sense that presumably most of the children that you’d gone to school with at the Junior School went on to a secondary school or just left did they - whereas you went on?

Yes, we went on - like they go now from the schools, I’ve forgotten what they call them now - we went on and the children stayed until they left at 14 - we went on till we were 16 

Did that single you out in a sense, did you get separated from a lot of your childhood friends? 

I think so - yes, but I don’t know - villages all round they - we were very close, you know - but there were no jobs, after we’d been there, there were no jobs for children, not decent jobs 

Cos you’d be coming out of school - what 1924 - wouldn’t you?

No, no, not till 1930

1918 you were born?

Yes, and I went - I was 13 when I left - 

Yes, but when you left school altogether, you were 16?

Yes 

Yes, so they were fairly depressed times, were they? 

They were, yes 

So what were the choices for you - what kind of jobs were there?

Factory work, shops - very few and far between - and I went into domestic service

Did you?

Yes, I became a parlour maid

Whereabouts?

In Leicester - I had a wonderful life, wonderful 

What a shame this is outside the National Forest, cos I’d love to talk about that? 

And I went to be with an aunt who had to turn out to be a cook in very depressed circumstances - and I went to be with her in a lovely home - I stayed there until I was married and my aunt stayed there for many years and they were wonderful people, wonderful people to us

So how old were you when you got married? 

23

That was quite old to get married - 23 - I thought people got married younger?

I don’t know what they got married on - yes, I was 23 and I don’t think I’d got more than £25 in my Post Office bank book and I went to live with my husband’s mother and we all lived together 

Where was that?

Congerstone, just outside Market Bosworth - and he worked on the farm, of course, 

What was he?

He was a farm worker 

So when did you come back to this area then?

Well, the war happened then and I was married during the war and being with my mother in law, not having a home of my own, I had to work, do some kind of war work, and I simply went on the farm with him and really loved it - and when the farmer came to a bigger farm, he came to Belton and we all came together - I had a son, I’d lived at Congerstone for four years and I’d had my eldest son, he was three months old, and we all came together
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So what year are we talking about, when you came back?

Was it?

You said ‘41 when you got married, when you were 23, how old were you when your son was born?

‘45 - that was in 1945 - the war finished almost as soon as we got here, yes - and I worked on the farm with my husband until I got here, of course, then having Peter, I couldn’t any longer, but I still helped - I didn’t join the Land Army, but I worked as many hours as I could 

What kind of place was Belton then - was it very different to what it is now?

Yes - much different - people didn’t accept you - I found out quite indirectly that a lot of my relations are here - I didn’t know anything about them, I found out that my father’s mother came from Belton - her name was Annie Derby - and the place is littered with Derbys in Belton - and, in fact, my father’s cousins are still here 

So what was it like - in what way weren’t you accepted then?

Well, nobody was in those days - well, in actual fact I think it still goes on in villages, they won’t accept you for at least 20 years - and the school mistresses used to say, the kids simply wouldn’t accept the kids that weren’t born here - and it still goes on to a certain extent - yes, and you’ll find that it happens in most villages like these - yes, you weren’t accepted 

And yet they had - through the war they’d had evacuees

Yes - I always think that the war presented one of the - that was to me one of the best things that came out of the war because it mixed the population up because villages like this were very interbred - cos nobody went anywhere very much, they’d only got horses and carts and bicycles  (laughs)-  and anyway, they did accept us eventually and my three children were born up at Merril - Merril Grange, where we came to live

Merril Grange was a farm was it?

Yes - it’s only just across the fields over there - what was the airport 

And there were farm workers cottages there as well?

There was just one, newly built, and it was a little heaven - and it’s still there - we were there 40 years 

Wow - 

Yes, yes

Good gracious 

Mind you, it’s privately owned now and it’s let at £100 a week - and we had it for 5 bob - there

Your husband was doing what - all kinds of farm work? 

Yes, he was a tractor driver mostly - and that’s what - tractors have been our lives ever since

What kind of farm was it?

Mixed - yes - lovely dairy herd as well, but - I mean, everywhere was ploughed up in those days, it had to be and they grew potatoes, you name it - it was just lovely in those days 

When your husband went to work there, got the job there, how many other men were working on the farm besides him? 

Four - I don’t know whether there was four or five or them - and then there was casual labour as well in harvest time 

By the time he retired were there still four there or had mechanisation meant that less people worked there?

Yes - by the time we retired and I came down here, I can’t just remember - I know the cows had gone then - that’s right, they had to go out of milking - I can’t just remember, but everything had to turn to cattle then - and the ordinary cereal fields 
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It’s funny, you said you came here and you were an outsider, yet in a sense it is quite interesting being an outsider in a place, cos you can observe things, I just wondered about looking at things like - were there opportunities for you to get involved - I was just thinking about - 1953 was the Coronation - what happened here then?

Oh, it was marvellous - yes, we had a race round the village, I took part in it - I didn’t get anywhere, of course, but we all dressed up, there was a fancy dress thing - yes, that’s right, because I remember Peter, we dressed him up as a footballer - that wasn’t very original, but everybody had fun - that’s the most I can remember of that - yes

Were you here?

No, we were up at the farm - Peter was only….. 

Now, going back, I was just thinking, when you first arrived - had there been VE Day celebrations and all that kind of thing?
Oh no, no, no - they came after we’d come to Belton 

So how did the village here celebrate the end of the war?

I can’t really remember very much about that - I suppose there must have been something - perhaps that was it, I don’t know - no, I don’t remember very much about that at all - I think we were far too relieved that it would be the end of the war and no blackout 

Yes, and what other kind of - in a kind of a year, in the life of Belton, are there any kind of regular community events - or used to perhaps take place? 

Yes, the Maypole - yes, they still dance round the maypole, oh, that’s very much to the fore that is 

Who does that?

The school children 

And that always was the case?

Oh yes - marvellous affair, and our children then - everybody had to wear white and the boys had to wear white shirts and shorts and these great big lads, who, you know - cos they didn’t leave that school until they were 12 and 13, perhaps more, to go to Shepshed School, they were huge youths, you know, and the poor little devils had to wear shorts - but anyway, they all looked lovely - but now the children just wear whatever they want and it’s very nice 

And is there a permanent maypole in the village?

Yes, it’s outside the George - you’ll see in the Market Place - it’s outside my son’s cottage where he lives in the Market Place

I’ve just been there for lunch, in the pub 

Well, he lives next door 

Oh I see

There’s two little cottages

Oh, I saw that cottage next door to that kind of alley way there 

Yes, well, my son lives in that one there

Are there any other kind of events that happen during the year? 

Not, not apart from church things - no, I don’t think so 

And is there just a church - or chapels?

Oh, the chapels, the last one has just closed on the corner - you perhaps didn’t come round the cross roads, which way have you come -  from Loughborough? 

Yes I came along …. and then I went up there to the - yer, yer
Ah well, there’s a chapel on the cross roads if you’d gone further on, and that’s just closed - the Baptists - very sad - and the Wesleyan Chapel has been closed quite a few years - of course the parish church is in the middle of the marketplace 

And that’s quite a popular place is it?

Oh yes, yes - still just the faithful few 

Yes - so how many inhabitants has Belton got?

Well, I wouldn’t know really - 

Not many?
Oh, it’s quite a decent sized village, cos there have been new houses built on a little estate going down on to Sadler’s Wells - and Rowesia (?) - oh, dear, I’ve forgotten the name now - 

I was intrigued by that, I did go passed that - why is it called Sadler’s Wells?

That’s one of the mysteries I should like to have cleared up - it’s nothing to do with the actual Sadler’s Wells - it’s nothing to do with that - and I did know and I’ve forgotten, it didn’t really register at the time - it’s not what it implies, you know - you’re not going to see all these….. 

Ballet dancers!

20 mins

No, definitely not! 

And so your kids are growing up - your husband is working on the farm - what did you do? 

Well, I helped on the farm what I could with the children cos they were very spaced out - Ruth was born when Peter was 10 or 11 and then I had Neil - and yes, I used to help sort potatoes, pick potatoes, hoe, I loved hoeing - but all those things have gone now because they use mechanical machines which my son helped to sell when he grew up - he was apprenticed at a firm in Ashby and he stayed with them almost till now and he was 60 a week or two ago and he sold farm machinery - but that’s all finished cos the farmers have just gone down and down and down - there’s been such a decline

So in the ‘50s when your children were young and you were doing this - the casual work - did the farmer get in other villagers to help him do that kind of thing? 

Oh, yes, yes - he was a very popular man, Joe was, 

Joe - what was his name?

Bonser

Bonser?

Bonser, yes - he instigated and got together a committee and they built the village hall in Belton which has been a boon every since 

Were there any kind of activities that you did in the evening - were there any clubs or societies or things like that that you got involved in?

Not me as such - but there were lovely dancing classes and dances at the weekend - all the 21st birthdays and weddings - things were all there - and it’s still going - about 30 years now - and we have our little Welcome Club which is this afternoon, but I’m not there 

Oh dear!

Very depleted

And the Welcome Club is what - older people in the village?

Over Sixties Club it is - but they’ve had to take the 58s cos we’re all going down - but I don’t know what’s going to happen to us, because I’m one of the oldest, I know, but we’re all getting on and there’s nothing seems is going to replace it 

When you get together, what are you talking about - what are you reminiscing about? 

Oh, all sorts - we play dominoes and cards and have a cup of tea and until last year, I got the tea ready 

What made you retire then?

Well, I can’t walk very well now - and besides it’s time the others had a go - there used to be four or five of us do it in the kitchen, but they have to find somebody else now, we have to sit down 

When people are talking - what is it that they - you know, when a group of Belton people sit down and reminisce - what is it that they are most regretting? 

I don’t know - 

What do they regret the passing of - or don’t they - are they quite happy with all these changes?

No, we do go back - things aren’t what they used to be, but I think they accept it, quite honestly - they know that it can’t be the same - people aren’t the same now, they don’t keep together like they did - and I think cars have done that - cars and transport have taken things away - we’ve got quite a good, well, it isn’t adequate I’ve got to admit, but we have got a bus service and, you know, you think it could be better, but there again, that’s cars have taken it away

OK, 50 years ago, cos like we could go back to 1955 when you’d been here for ten years 

I’ve been here for 20 now

No, no, I mean - living in the village, you came in 1945 - I was just thinking about the 50s - was there a very good public transport system then?

Yes, but not to us cos we were a mile out of the village, you see 

And you had no transport, no? 
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No, not by us, oh, no - the only thing I ever saw when I first came to Belton was a quarry lorry - there was nothing else on the roads, you know - and you can’t believe during that time the traffic that came by there then during those years, cos I often laugh about it because I suppose it was these quarry lorries taking to the stone - because it was a main road from Breedon Quarries and they also came from Bardon Hill from Coalville, you see, there was nothing else

And in terms of like entertainment- did you go into Coalville – how often would you go in to say ,7the cinema? 

Yes, and I had friends who - we used to go to Shepshed if there was anything on at the cinema - or Coalville - but that’s all really - we had an ordinary radio which was on an accumulator - you can’t remember, you never saw them, I suppose - an accumulator you had to have with a radio, I don’t know what it’s purpose was - it didn’t take the place of electricity, did it - 

I’ve no idea 

But you had to have an accumulator 

Probably was a battery - a type of battery presumably

Yes, so you had to have this darn thing filled up - done something with at a garage - and you had to fetch it and they used to charge you 6d 

This is a long time ago, isn’t it - by the time you got up to here, you had electricity, did you?

No, it didn’t come until we were there quite a while - I had a paraffin lamp - yes

Up here?

No, not here, up actually at the farm - oh yes, I can remember the very day that the electricity was turned on - and the poles that they put across the fields to us were concrete cos there was a shortage of wood

So this was what - late 40s early 50s - before electricity arrived? 

Yes, it was well into the 50s before we got electricity across there - and we weren’t on mains water - our water came from Breedon - and it was piped to the farm where we were on - it belonged to a huge estate, a Miss Paget from Nanpanton, owned it - and all the farms, all around, belonged to her - and there was an estate place at the back of the Asplins, that was the wood, where all the workers got together and worked from - and then they were all dispersed all round to keep the farms in repair - and I can always remember the old chap that looked after the water, he used to have to make sure that we were kept - you know, the water supply - and it all came from a pump, that pumped the water from the rocks of Breedon and it was piped to the farms and the water itself was absolutely hard - it was filled with lime, you see, because it is limestone, the quarry at Breedon - and some days, if you had a glass of water it would be just like Andrews Liver Salts - it would be fizzing - yes

So you wouldn’t get much of a lather?

You can imagine what that was like to wash in and we used to pray for it to rain so we’d got some soft water

And I presume also that things like the kettles would get all furred up?

Yes, oh yes 

I was going to say, what about - where was the nearest market - when the farmer took cattle or…? 

Ashby - yes

And was that a regular part of your husband’s week to go off to market? 

Well, yes, that’s where they were sold and our groceries first came from there as well till I go to know a little bit more about the village and then they used to bring them up for me - we used to have a lovely little Co-op in the village - and they used to bring my groceries - we had a butcher who came round as well - and a baker 
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They’re not here any more presumably?

Oh no, no, long gone

So how do you manage now - does your son get it for you - how do you get your shopping ?

Here - there’s still a shop in the village - the Post Office, that’s all - there’s no butcher or anything like - except the Post Office - but I have a very kind little green bus that collects me on Tuesday morning - there used to be nine of us go on it, but I’m the only one left, rather depressing state of affairs, when you think of it - but they said, they’d always come for me, they’d never leave me and they fetch me on a Tuesday morning and take me to the Shepshed Co-op, and we go to Long Whatton, the next village, and we collect four ladies from there - and we all have a nice little morning out and go to Shepshed

Of course doing these interviews maybe in nine or tens years, you’d be saying, well I get on my computer and order it from Tesco’ on the internet and they’ll deliver - that will be the next thing - in a way that will be a saving thing for older people - I know my mum who’s 80, she orders her stuff off the computer and has it all delivered, cos getting about is a problem, - it’s a real problem 

That’s a boon to me, it really is - cos they’re very kind - this is a little charity bus that’s paid for by what used to be - cos Shepshed was made up of hosiery and boot and shoe factories, you know, and they’re all gone now - a lot of pubs and things all contributed, they still do, and of course the Co-op itself contributes to it, so that’s why we have to go there - we get a little extra treat about one in every six weeks and they take us to Tescos 

Sacrilege! 

Well, we don’t have to tell the Co-op that, you see 

Sacrilegious! - I was going to say - the countryside around you - when you came to Belton, did you as a family go walking at all?

Yes, lovely walks through the wood - it’s called the Asplins, the wood is that was kept primarily for the shooting, I expect - there was a gamekeeper who used to put the fear of god into us and - then gradually things deteriorated, there was no keeper and gradually those sort of things went

But it still remained a nice walk?

Oh yes - 

So the Asplins - I mean I just wondered - were you a church goer or not?

Yes

So Sundays - as a family what would you do on a Sunday? 

Well, we either went to relations or relations or friends came to us for an afternoon out

So if they came to you, where would you go?

We’d go a nice walk all round the meadows and fields - they’d love it in the summertime - yes, they did - and I can especially remember the bluebell wood time

Where was the bluebell wood round here?

That’s in the Asplins - that’s in between here and Breedon going over there towards Breedon and Tonge 

And when your children were growing up - did they wander very far from home in the fields round about?

I suppose they did really - but mostly my sons were so interested in working on the farm that they didn’t need anything like that - they were more interested in tractors - and still are 

Well, it’s certainly following in the family tradition, yes - I was going to say, with the stuff here, some of the questions here, are there any special local words or slang that you can think of ?

Not that I can think of off hand - because there was a particular kind of dialect that belonged to the miners - I had it written down at one time 

This is from your childhood in a sense? 

Yes, we knew it - but the dialect for Leicestershire is very much like a Derbyshire dialect you know as well

I did understand that - someone was telling me that between different mines they had different words for different, you know, bits of machinery or equipment and so on?

That’s right, yes 

When you were growing up - cos I get the impression that you going to a grammar school, winning the scholarship, I presume that that toned your accent down a bit, did it - when you went off and met people from all kinds of backgrounds?
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Probably - I never had a local dialect, I don’t think - no, I don’t think so

What about your dad?

I expect he did really, as children you never cared anything about a thing like that

Probably didn’t even notice 

No, no - I don’t know - father’s in those days didn’t have much time for children, they were too occupied with their work you know, children were seen and not heard 

When you were growing up did your dad have an allotment?

We had a nice garden, we did - yes - yes, he grew everything like we did when we came to the farm - I was telling someone yesterday - we were talking about gardens - cos of the frost yesterday morning - and somebody took my son to a farm that he’s got friends with near Breedon, and the gentleman there said he ‘sticked’ his peas and they don’t believe it and he said, ‘That’s what he told me’ I said, ‘He can’t have peas ready yet?’ and he said, ‘He did - but he must have them well covered up’ - but he’s every such a keen gardener, he is - 

There are phrases - talking about frost, there is this phrase ‘never cast a clout till May be out’ 

That’s right

Were there other sayings or things like that that people had maybe about weather or - things like that?

Yes, my mother in law had quite a lot for that - but of course, I can’t remember - one of them was a saying that she had if you were idle – ‘he’s as idle as Litheram’s dog’ (?)- and I used to say to her, ‘Why do you say that?  ‘Well,’ she said, ‘because he lay down to bark’. 

That’s brilliant - Litheram’s 

Lytham’s dog - once the local paper asked if anybody knew of anything and somebody wrote to ask if anybody knew of the identity of Litheram’s dog, so I wrote to the paper and I said I didn’t know, but that my mother in law use to quote that - and we never knew who - and I said, ‘Well, I can tell you why the saying was because he lay down to bark’ 

Any other sayings? 

There was another one she used to say ‘I’m so tired I could sleep on a clothes line’ - and we used to go into fits - yes - I wish I - you see you don’t remember them altogether, do you, that’s the thing - but she was a great one for….

This is your mother in law?

Yes - 

Where was she from?

She came from Ravenstone originally, before they went to live near Market Bosworth

But you never had any of these things in your family?

No, I can’t remember anything much like that - no

I just wonder if there were any particular phrases for different types of animals - I don’t know - when you have a cow that’s a particular type of cow or whatever - whether there were any of those sort of specialist phrases - ones that would have been understood by other farmers, that you can think of  - or types of ground, I don’t know…?

Yes - you see you hear them and you don’t think any more about it - perhaps Neil would be able to tell you things like that 

The other thing is - I said here about old field or place names - with the fields around you - when you were up there in the cottage up the road, as it were, did - did  your husband and others refer to places as such and such a field?
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Yes, he did - but I can’t remember what they were - you see working in them and having cattle in them they would remember them - and they’d call them every day by their names - but a lot of them went with the 60 acre or the 40 acre - mostly things like that - they hadn’t got specific names, not that I can remember - oh, it’s a shame

No, no - don’t worry

It’s a pity, that is

This one about local dishes and recipes - are there any things like that round here?

No, I don’t think so - no, nothing that I can really think of - oh that’s a shame - we made bonfire toffee

Bonfire toffee - what’s bonfire toffee then?

When it was bonfire night everybody’s mother made bonfire toffee 

How did you make it?

It was treacle - treacle, sugar and butter - really it turned out to be like a nice butterscotch 

So it wasn’t syrup - it was treacle, molasses? 

Yes, you could use either - you could use a golden syrup or - there used to be a lovely black treacle 

And when it was stirred up hot?

You spread it on a tray and then broke it up

Oh yes - and the bonfires, when you had bonfires, were they communal events or…?

They did eventually have one - they still do have one on what people call the Reccy - the Recreation Ground in Belton, it’s rather big, it was donated by some miners association or something, but it’s quite free and always has been to the people of Belton, and it’s a lovely Recreation Ground 

Was there then a mine at one time in Belton?

I don’t know, I often wonder how that came about because it really is a lovely big space - they have football matches on it and cricket matches - yes, and the children play on it - they’ve even spent no end of money putting equipment on, but the kids would rather kick a ball around on the Market Place and break people’s windows rather than play on the thing that’s been made for them - yes

A familiar story - you could tell that one up and down the land  - that’s what I should have asked earlier on actually about how people in Belton made a living - were they going to places like Shepshed and Coalville?

Mostly Shepshed and Loughborough - Loughborough had the Brush - you’ve heard of the Brush

No? 

They were the main - what shall I call it - I’ve forgotten what Brush made in the first place, but - I think they made coaches and things - but it was a huge affair anyway - and then of course the war came and they were turned to munitions I expect - but everybody’s dad went to the Brush from this way - and then who didn’t go to places like that they were absorbed in Shepshed - and then farming otherwise 

And again it would be public transport, the buses would come along and pick people up?

Oh yes, yes - and I was very friendly with an older lady - I think I’ve lived longer than her quite honestly, we had her as a stopping place in Belton from the farm, to leave our bikes there, and how many kids went to school - she must have had at least ten bikes there on one day when they went to school - she must have been very sick of 
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us - but I made a particular friend of her and she used to tell me about these things and everybody, all the young went to Shepshed in the factories in the first place, you see, and there’s a lane - you can’t see it from here, but it starts from the village and it goes right round, they’ve made it into a cycle path now and it finishes in Shepshed and all these young girls walked from Belton altogether every morning to the factories in Shepshed - and she told me that one of her first - was it her first money - she earned half a crown - I don’t think it was as much as that some weeks - but they all waited for each other and they all went together along Shepshed Lane 

And they were working in the hosiery?

Yes, the hosiery factories 

And boot and shoe and whatever?

Yes - 

As you’ve watched this place change, how have the people who’ve lived here changed  - is there a different type of person living here now to what used to be?

Oh yes, very much so - we’re not together as much as we used to be then - everybody came out on the front and you all talked together - that was going when I came to live here 22 years ago - it doesn’t happen now cos they’re all younger people, I mean I think I’m about the oldest along here now - and in a way, you were closer, much closer together in those days before I came - I used to bike along here and wave to everybody cos I used to shop sometimes in Shepshed and I got to know them and people were very friendly and now as time has gone on I think, well, for a start of, they’ve let people buy their own houses - and younger people have moved in and cars again have separated them and people are not together like they used to be

And so these originally were council houses? 

Yes, they are council houses 

But some of them have been allowed to buy them? 

There’s only about me, I think - each side of me they’ve bought them - I don’t know whether there’s three in this lot and then further up the road I think they’re mostly are all owner occupied

The other thing was like when you were having your kids, apart from doing a bit of occasional work on the farm - you were at home as a mum and housewife, weren’t you?

Yes, oh, yes -

Presumably most of the people here, the couples are working?

That’s right - yes

So they haven’t got so much time? 

No, that’s right 

Not so much occasion for talking?

No, no, that’s true 

This National Forest thing that’s come here - has it affected Belton at all ?

No, I don’t think so - we seem to be out of it really this side - I know very little about it quite frankly - I hear them talking about Moira and how lovely things are out there, but I mean I’ve never been able to go to see what’s going on, but it all sounds rather wonderful 

The other thing is, if - I’ll phrase this - it sounds a bit morbid, well, not morbid - but I say to people, of all the places around here which is your favourite place and  it’s almost like, if you could have your ashes scattered somewhere, where might it be - where do you - is there a special place - got special kind of feelings or memories?

I’ve not thought about it really - but I suppose - I don’t whether it’s up at the farm - up there - because I mean they were some of my happiest days, up there - or whether it is my old home - you know, you can’t - they were happy days - the railway was running when we first came here, you know - the railway line from - where did it start from - it came from Nuneaton and came right through to Coalville, it was called the Charnwood line and went through to Shepshed and on to Loughborough - and when my eldest son was a baby, I used to see this smoke coming across the fields and used to hold him up and show him the train going along - and I think it finished in the 50s - they finished the railways

Beeching or before Beeching?
That was before then because I think it was only a very small line, wasn’t it, you know it was - and do you know anything about Gracedieu or anything like that?
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No, no

That’s Gracedieu ruins that there doing a lot with at the moment - that’s at Thringston - Gracedieu - and the train used to run from there and this old lady I was telling you about where we used to leave our bikes, she told me that when they went to Whitwick to do any shopping - they used to go to Gracedieu and get on the train at a little halt  - it wasn’t a station as such, it was called a little halt, and they were able to get on the train there and it cost a penny to go from there up to Whitwick

Wow, yes, but that was before you moved here?

Yes, just before - and then as I say, we hadn’t been here very long and then the trains, they finished

Another thing, just going back - I’m looking at big events like - we talked about the coronation - something that was a special kind of event - how did the village here celebrate the Millennium? 

Oh, they had something on the Reccy - I can’t remember what - I think - I didn’t take part in it because I was too old, I think - I can’t really honestly remember very much about it, but I think they had some celebrations on the Reccy - they had games and a tea for the children - and then I think they had something in the village hall - I don’t remember that much about that 

But often people, OK, you’ve only been here 60 years so perhaps you can now class yourself as a  yokel or rather local? 

Yes, I’m one of them as well!

Are there a lot of new people that have moved in and have no local connection - is there a lot more of that now? 

Yes

So what’s bringing them here?

Just the houses I believe 

And they’re commuting somewhere else to work? 

Very much apart from the village - they don’t take very much part in anything that goes on and they’re not very interested in church at all - it’s really such a shame - some of them are, of course the children have to go to the school and, you know, it’s a lovely little school, and I think they do a lot for it, but they don’t mix with the ordinary older people - no they don’t - then much to everybody’s - all the older men’s disgust, the pubs gone - you went to the George for your lunch - but the new one that used to be the Queen’s across the road, you didn’t go there for your lunch, did you?

No, I just noticed it across the road, I went to the George

You went to the George - the Queen’s has been made into a magnificent whatsit place - I’ve not been in

What - restaurant ?

Yes - and the poor old locals can’t go for their pint and they don’t like it - and where you went for your lunch, he’s had to take them all in, you know, and he’s had to sort of turn a blind eye to a lot of the… 

Do you mean he wants to go a lot more up market ?

Yes - anyway

I was going to say it was quite - it was OK - but it was quite expensive there for what was something fairly basic - it’s catering for people like me and other outsiders in a sense - or people with money who might live here 
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Quite, quite, really preposterous - but he has to have - he’s come down a little bit to more or less take all these poor chaps in that kind get a pint down the bottom - that’s where I hear a lot of lovely old stories that I wish I could remember to tell you - a lot of old people well, they can’t go in now for a pint, they’re the sort of people you would like to hear about - yes - and the games those lads used to play when they were little devils round the village - not like they are today being vindictive - all harmless fun, wasn’t it? 

Tell me what you mean by that? 

Well, they’d knock on somebody’s door and run away - and things like that - and hide  - you know 

This is what interests me, was it always like a boy thing to do all this mischief - where were the girls in all this?

I think the girls did it as well, you know

What about you  - or were you a good girl? 

No, were a bit spaced out, even at Peggs Green 

What do you mean by spaced out?

We weren’t in a village community not where I lived in Peggs Green, we were very scattered

Yes, you weren’t in massive numbers so you can have little gangs

Yes, that’s right - at school was the most you were together kind of thing - I suppose, yes

Good, lovely, thank you very much indeed
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