An Oral History interview with Christine (& Arthur) Kennedy

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Wednesday 23 February 2005

Where were you born?

In Birmingham

And you grew up in Birmingham?

I grew up in Birmingham until I was 26 and then we moved here

What brought you here?

We wanted to move to the country - I will say, back to the country - my parents went to Birmingham in the late ‘20s because of work - they lived in Shropshire and then couldn’t get work there, they were both in service - and my husband’s parents, he was born in Glasgow - they came down from Scotland, again looking for work and landed up in Birmingham when he was a small baby - and his mother came from a farm in Arboath and we were all - my mother and father used to say I was town born but country bred and we wanted to get out of the city, we hated the city - and we had, well, I had an aunt who lived in Ashbourne and to get to Ashbourne from Birmingham we used to cut through Barton, and we liked Barton - and suddenly one morning we were reading our Sunday paper in Birmingham and found houses being built in Barton - so we came out and we put our deposit down - and here we are

And were you still commuting?

Arthur commuted for about probably a couple of years back to Birmingham, he was in the building trade - he worked for various companies in Birmingham, and probably two to three years - I got a job straightaway - I’d been working in the retail trade, I’d always worked for Singer Sewing Machines since I left school  - for 12 months before we came here I went to a big store in Birmingham, because I could get more money to help us buy the house, and I worked for Grays of Bull Street which was a big department store in those days, became Debenhams later on, so I happened to say to the sewing machine rep who I happened to know  very well, is there anywhere in Burton on Trent that could give me a job and he said, I’ll have a word with the manager of the Co-op - and he did and I got a job at the Co-op

So not too far then?

No, I used to go in on the bus in the morning, we had to walk to The Shoulder of Mutton in those days from here, which was 10 minutes, quarter of an hour walk, and there was a bus at 8 o’clock which got me there for twenty past, which for me was brilliant because it would take me three quarters of an hour to do a straight three mile run in Birmingham - sitting in traffice on the bus - here you got the bus and you were there- It was quite funny cos people in Burton thought I was very rich cos I lived in Barton under Needwood - couldn’t believe I was working at the Co-op - why should I be working behind the counter at the Co-op when I lived at Barton under Needwood

Slumming it!  

Slumming it!  Because the people who lived in Burton particularly the girls in the shop believed the people in Barton were all doctors, lawyers - the upper middle to higher classes - but they didn’t know there were any real people - working class people here, you know - and I had to explain that all these houses were being built and all we poor souls from Birmingham, who couldn’t get a house and didn’t want a house anyway there, were coming out here to live - and we were, this actual estate, we were a little Birmingham- I think there were more people on the estate from than from any other part of the country - to begin with.  A lot of them went back - a lot of them couldn’t stand the quiet - and they did, they went back, but those that stayed and quite a number of them did are just as sold on Barton and are still living in the houses, if not on this estate then in - perhaps they have gone to a bigger house somewhere on a larger estate but

And what kind of a place, apart from the new estate, what kind of a place was Barton - were those girls right that it was…?
Oh yes, yes, there was a good supply of shops, a really good variety of shops, and they were all individual shops, apart from a Co-op branch, they were all individual shops belonging to individuals who lived in the village and were sort of that class of person, if you like, the shop owner type of person - and you’d also got doctors - consultants, not just doctors but consultants, you got brewery managers, head brewers - and some of the houses, beautiful houses, pre war houses and Edwardian houses and Victorian houses, huge houses still with families in
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And only one family in, presumably then?

Yes - oh yes, still one family, and sometimes in many cases just an old couple in - because as people had grown up and the children had moved away, often quite elderly people living in quite huge houses - and there was - it was a nice place, people were very friendly and we found people very welcoming - my husband took a great interest in the Parish Council, never having had a Parish Council he wanted to know how it worked and he started going to the Parish Council Meetings and within, oh, four years or so of going every month sitting and listening, he was co-opted on when one of the members died and he’s been on it ever since - I think that was 1972 - and he’s - well, apart from 1974 he wasn’t voted on, but he got co-opted on again, because somebody left and he sort of missed it one year because - unfortunately the political parties decided to make a bid for the Parish Council and they all got on and then some of them fell by the wayside and he got co-opted on again - well, not actually I think that time they actually had a by election and he was the winner by a long way and he’s been on every since - no, it was quite funny because the Parish Council again were the shop keepers, not the vicar at that point - though vicars were usually on and so were doctors - but Dr Taylor wasn’t on at that time and neither was the vicar - but they were shopkeepers and farmers, there were two farmers - and people in that, again if you want to say class - it was that sort of person

But you say they were very welcoming? 

Oh yes, yes

Even though you were an outsider and a different class?

Yes, I mean there were the working people who were the farm labourers and the people who lived in the smaller houses, the cottage, and some of the council houses who were just as welcoming, a lot of them worked at the brewery of course - they worked at well, both the breweries in Burton - and on the railways, some worked on the railways, cos believe it or not we’d actually got a station there until the year we moved and they’d just closed it - Dr Beeching put his axe on it in 1964 and we moved in ‘65 - just as these houses were being built the station was axed and how we could have used it - especially those who were commuting back to Birmingham - but no, they were very welcoming and the shop keepers welcomed us because we were business - we ordered our papers, we went to the shops to buy our groceries - the shops were used a lot more in those days because a lot of the ladies who moved here with their partners, husbands, whatever, they didn’t work if they’d got children, they were here in the house with the children, if they worked, like I did because there wasn’t a family they either worked in Burton and went in on the bus or they still worked in Birmingham and went in with their husbands - so you didn’t have two car families - so Mrs didn’t go off to the supermarket because she hadn’t got a vehicle so the shopping was done in the village which was much better

I mean it’s quite a big estate this, did it effectively double the population?

It must have done, it must have done and there was only one housing estate prior to this - and Westmead Road that was probably about two thirds of the size of this one and that was built towards of the end of the 1950s and that was quite well established when we came - and this one was the second one to be built and unfortunately, because the houses were selling so well, they packed more and more houses on rather than the original plans where there were not as many houses as they finally built.  It became - the first four roads were nicely spaced and then after that they just got packed more tightly and more tightly - and narrower and narrower - yes, making more money - which was fine except that within twenty years when wives got jobs and a car, children grew up and wanted a car, there just wasn’t 
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enough room - it was really quite horrendous when you had perhaps 2 teenage children with a car each and the front gardens had to be tarmac’d to put the cars on - which unfortunately has happened, it really has happened over the last twenty years or so

So you’ve come in and it’s mainly young, youngish families? 

All young families - yes, I don’t think - there were very few if any - there may have been in the bungalows one or two - maybe a couple or three retired people in a road, but all the houses I would say were either young couples without a family or young couples expecting a family or young couples with a family

And you came into a community where there were presumably things like the church - but were there many organisations to get involved with or not?

The Sports Club was there and for those who wanted to play football or cricket, they were very welcoming and were very happy to have more members - there was also the Bowls Club which we did join briefly until we had our first son and then I fell by the wayside - the churches there were - the Catholic church which was fairly newly built, the Methodist church, and of course St James’ church -  and again if you went to church you’d got a very good welcome from all three of those - and we had the doctors’ surgery,  who I’m sure Dr Taylor and well, it was Dr Rooshen (?) when we came here, Dr Rooshen and Dr Taylor when we came here, found their workload trebled overnight as the houses were built and we still - we did have the Cottage Hospital then which was very useful when your children fell over and scraped their knee, because if you felt it needed more care than you could give, you nipped them round to the Cottage Hospital and Sister did the necessary - very useful - the things that you couldn’t quite manage, if they needed a stitch, they would sort that out - in fact when they said they were going to close it a few years ago there was absolute uproar 

And did they?
No - that’s why we’re having a nice new hospital built - the village rebelled - no, it really did - and also I think we all sort of used the village and found - I think there was plenty - well, I suppose some of the people found there wasn’t enough to do, perhaps they were the ones that went back home - there were and are seven pubs - so if they wanted to drink there was plenty of opportunity

Was it a place then that people came to - visited - I mean if it wasn’t that big a community how did it sustain seven pubs? 

Well, I don’t know, I suppose the locals used to sustain them - I don’t know, I don’t think we had tourists in those days as such, I suppose the outlying pubs, perhaps The Vines at Barton Turns caught traffic that was going along the A38 as it was then which passed it by the door - well, it doesn’t any more, but it did then - and the Top Bell caught traffic which was tootling through on its way to Derbyshire from Yoxall, that sort of way, but the centre of the village pubs, I think they were just kept going by local people

By the 60s when you came here the local people that lived here, were they still - I won’t say still, but were they getting their living locally or were they commuting to Burton?

They were mostly based in Burton.  There were farmers of course - quite a few farms then still who employed people and I’m sure one or two of the houses still employed, certainly the ladies, doing cleaning and cooking, but not as many as they had before - and of course, the schools, we had two schools, we had the Infants and Juniors in Station Road, Thomas Russell, and the John Taylor which had been built as a 
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secondary modern school in 1958 to take all the children from all the local villages, so you had quite a lot of staff there and all the teachers lived in Barton, they didn’t come, hardly any of them came in from outside - they nearly all lived in the village - and also of course, all the ancillary staff - the cook, they had their own kitchens and kitchen staff, so cooks, kitchen staff, dinner ladies, there were quite a few people employed at the schools, the John Taylor in particularly because it had a big intake and it got bigger - and so did the Infant, in fact so much so that by 1968 they had to build a Junior School, split the two schools, and thank goodness they did, just in time, because there was a bulge of children started school I think roundabout 1968 that continued through the three schools that was just almost too much for them to cope with then - in fact, I remember the new Junior School being opened and the headmaster said to us - my husband had worked on it with the company he was working with then - and he said, do you like it, and he said, yes, but it isn’t going to be big enough

This is always a problem when you have this big bulge 

It was the bulge which I think when you do your arithmetic were the children of the bulge in 1947/9 - and there they were in ‘62 to ‘65 all being born and there they were in the later ‘60s - and then it went very quiet again round the end of the ‘70s - it all went down hill and teachers were being made redundant because suddenly the classes were smaller - but then it seems to be again now, judging by the families with small children, toddlers and babies, that generation are now having their children, so we’re getting another bulge of children by the look of it

Tell me, you came here from Birmingham because you wanted to live in the country - in those early days, how did you go beyond the doors of…?

Beyond Barton - well, we walked a lot - we walked all around the village part of the country and out of the village - and we did have a vehicle and we often went out into Derbyshire and along other parts of Staffordshire, towards Stafford and down towards Lichfield, in fact my brother came to live in Lichfield about ‘69 or ‘70 - and so we did quite a bit of commuting that way - so we didn’t go too far, we tended to explore Staffordshire

But in terms of the very local area did you - the forest and so on…?

We used to go up - again used to drive up and walk up Hoar Cross way - and Newborough and Newchurch - all those villages, we liked to go along there - and a favourite run when the children were little was Scotch Hills because they really are like Scotland - switchback - and nothing like going down them in a Ford 10 Van by the way - particularly if you happen to be in the back 

Ooh dear! 

Yes - but very exciting for small children - when their heads hit the roof, cos we didn’t have seat belts in those days - no such luxury - no and when the children were younger we used to walk a tremendous amount, we used to walk to Alrewas along the canal, down Green Lane, through to Wychnor along the canal towpath all the way to Alrewas and back - and if they were very good they got an orange juice at the pub before we came back - it’s done them in good stead because they’re both extremely keen walkers in adulthood 

You obviously took an interest in the community 

Oh yes, well, Arthur, more than me, because by the time I’d had my eldest son I was sort of tied to the house if you like, but we did have a WRVS playgroup which was WRVS - not organised, because the parents organised it, the mothers organised it, but they used to have the umbrella of the WRVS which actually meant they insured it and they sort of oversaw it and made sure it was safe - and we had that in what was in those days the old Central Hall, which was - afterwards had to be pulled down because it really was unsafe - in danger of falling down, but when we were in it as a 
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Playgroup that was a great place - the parents of the children, the mothers of the children - we had tremendous social - if we weren’t running a coffee morning, we were running a jumble sale and there was always something going on - and then of course we moved to Infants School all in a bunch and we did the same there and we all helped at the Infants School and again ran the coffee mornings and jumble sales and raised money for the school - meanwhile my husband was on the Parish Council eventually and helping - and then, of course, my husband and I were the first people to join the emerging Civic Society and that was in 1974 - and that’s still going and that’s very, very popular among the older generation.  It’s quite funny because when we were in it in our 30s there were probably almost everyone was in their 30s and 40s, and now there’s nobody under 50 - and we have some members who are in their 90s - but we have some wonderful meetings 

What if you like brought about the foundation of the society - what was the reason?

The original actual decision was made by some gentlemen that were terribly worried that Barton was going to be spoilt by a huge new housing estate that was planned and - called Barton Park - it did get built and they were so against it because they thought it would make the village too big and ruin the character of the village and also the infra structure wouldn’t take it - anything from the schools and the roads right through to the sewerage, you know they were really worried about it. We coped and certainly the roads are much, much busier - the schools have coped, the doctors have coped - you know actually it’s been there so many years that we think of it as part of the village anyway, but certainly at the beginning there was a lot of anti feeling against it

Which is extraordinary that they should have that like nine years after - and they were welcoming and everything else

Probably they thought that they’d got enough because after this estate they built two smaller estates off Main Street, and I think they thought that the village was big enough and we’d had enough - but as it happened it proved, I think, not too bad a thing in the long run - but of course the only trouble was that the people who moved then in the mid late 70s all had vehicles and left the village every morning and it was a little bit like the lemmings going down Main Street and coming back at night - and the estate itself I would liken to a ghost town during the town, cos there isn’t a soul about, everybody is out of there apart from maybe the odd one or two who maybe older and they bought smaller places in retirement- but they were very much in the minority, they were mainly couples who needed both of them to keep their jobs because they’d made a big move and they’d got big mortgages and also of course, they were probably people in careers, professions rather than just jobs - so they just kept going 

I had on the list of questions about traditions that there were - when I wrote that I was thinking mainly about the old fashioned things - but I was just wondering if in the last 40 years have there been new traditions or events established that have happened since you came?

Well, the Pancake Race - I don’t remember that ever being before Rev Wood, I think Rev Wood - it began as a race on Shrove Tuesday in Church Lane and then it grew into a race up Main Street - and that has grown quite well and all the children from the Infant School take part and I can’t remember that ever happening when my children were at the Infant School so it’s certainly from the last 20 to 30 years

Who organises that?

Well, Mr Wood and his Church Wardens organises that, it is organised by the Church - and usually the vicar or the doctor sees them off and hands out the prizes at the end
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Where I come from - Olney is not far…

Yes, the famous Pancake Race

I just wondered if there was any connection?

Not that I know of, no 

I just wondered why he chose that as a new tradition?

No, whether there’s any - I’m sure he knew about Olney, but no - because he came here from Shropshire and before - I know he did come from the south originally, from the South Coast - but not as far as I know.  He modelled it on Olney - it’s certainly a nice tradition and they do 

It’s done by children, whereas in Olney it’s housewives

Yes, that’s right, they do have an adults race if they can get any adults - usually it’s either some members of the church or some mums who will run - but mainly it’s the children - the Infants School these days who will do it - it’s very good because the police have to close Main Street - and that’s great even if it’s only for 20 minutes, and then the other thing of course is the Barton Gala.  Now that was going when we first came and that was the Sports Club, the Holland Sports Club, and they had a Saturday in May and it invariably would rain - but now and again we had a fine day, and they had local lorries, brewery lorries, and lorries from various companies in Burton were borrowed along with their drivers and they had wonderful tableaux on the lorries - now that has stopped - well, the Gala stopped eventually, it became - there weren’t enough people to organise it - again you get a group of people who will organise it for years and years, and if they leave the village or retire or get too old and there doesn’t seem to be anyone else who wants to do it, but that was brilliant, that went all round the village and the village came to a standstill - every year when that went round.  We did revive it in a way by using the same idea when we were trying to raise money to build a new village hall, because the dear old Central Hall did have to be knocked down in the mid 80s and it took us about 3 or 4 years to raise the money to build a new one which was opened in 1988 and that - we did actually have a loan from the borough council and we actually had a grant from the borough council, but we did manage to raise enough money to kit it out, we managed to raise £28,000 in that four years - and we had - we couldn’t call it a Gala, so we called it a Fun Day, and again, we did the same thing, we had a parade - not floats cos there didn’t seems to be the people to go on floats anymore, but we had a band and entertainment and lots of stalls and the children loved it - and it was free, because we held it in the middle of the village on the playing field - whereas the Sports Club held it on their field and you paid to go in, but ours was free - so we got a lot of people to that - that was very, very useful - we did a lot of fund raising for the Village Hall.  I tend to think of it as our Village Hall cos you know we scrubbed the floors the day it was opened - made sure they were clean before Sir Robert Douglas came and cut the ribbon - so we do - my husband’s still on the committee

So those are two kind of traditions, one was a new one, one was a revival? 

The revival of another one

Are there any other things that happened ?

I don’t think so

You don’t do anything special for Bonfire Night?

No - the Boy Scouts do a Bonfire - and that again, I mean we’ve had Scouts and Cubs Brownies and Guides for as long as I can remember being here and certainly our boys had to have their names down as soon as they were born to be Cubs cos there were so many little boys wanting to be Cubs and if you did want your child to be a Cub at 
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eight and you hadn’t got his name down by the time he was three, you had had it - nowadays, it seems to be not quite so popular - pity really, but they have two Cub packs at the Scout Group, Troop, and two Brownie Packs and a Guide Troop - and they were always oversubscribed - they could’ve probably run more if they’d had more leaders, but you have to have a certain number of leaders per head of child - and they did have a Bonfire and our Cubs used to go round the village carrying torches of some sort, candles and torches, highly dangerous, they probably wouldn’t be allowed to do it now - and then go along to a farmer’s field that had been opened up and the bonfire built and have fireworks and hot potatoes and we’d stand with our feet in a wet muddy field for about two hours - you’re sometimes quite glad when they grow up, you know!  

Except that presumably it’s a chance for the community to come together?

Oh yes, absolutely, yes, it’s all good fun - and that still does go on - they also run it in conjunction with the church so that again there’s more people helping because they don’t have as many people, adults, running youth organisations as they used to have so sometimes they need church people to help out

The other thing - you were saying to me on the phone that you’re now a carer - and you’re meeting, presumably through your work, lots of people?

Yes, lots of people, some of them 

What are the kind of stories you’re hearing ?

Some of the real, the real Bartonians, I do like, unfortunately many of them have gone - but I did like to question them - sometimes it was just a way of getting them to accept us - because my superior in those days, my supervisor, manager, whatever, in those days said we were carers in those days, we were home helps, and she said, a lot of them won’t want another woman in their house, a younger woman, doing their housework, they will resent it, particularly the women - so you know, you’ve got to take it slowly and make them accept you - and she also said, if you spend half an hour of your two hours talking to them, you’re doing more good than doing the vacuuming - and that’s

A very wise woman

A very wise woman - that I have found is very, very true.  Now we are caring, we are doing more intimate jobs for them - helping them to wash and dress and making them their food and supervising them having medication, that sort of thing, - and more important in a way although a lot wouldn’t think so, they’d prefer to have their house cleaned - but it was lovely - the one thing you could do was to say, were you born in Barton, and if they were, well, what was it like when you were a girl - do you remember so and so - and I can remember one lady, she wasn’t actually born here but she came here when she was eight and her family were not very well off, they were quite poor I believe, and she told many a tale and their biggest horror was the Workhouse - and there was a Workhouse - they were so desperate not to end up in the Workhouse at Burton - the one at Barton had gone long ago, but that was their real - and even in her old age when she had to be taken to Burton hospital and to the Geriatric Unit which was in the old Workhouse, she was terrified, absolutely terrified until she was assured by the sister that she was only there to be made better and that she would go home and the sister would walk her to the door and hold her hand until she’d gone through the door, and she did - and she said to me, I’ll never be frightened of going in there again now, but the first time she really was terrified that she was never going to come out because of what her mother and grandmother had said all those years before - and she was telling me that when she was a little girl and they all wore their white pinnies and the little boys wore their caps and if they passed a Parish Councillor in the street - of course they really were the elite in those days, they were the doctor, the JP, you know, the big man from the brewery or whatever, the vicar, you had to bob a curtsey and your brother had to take off his 
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cap and bow, because they were the village royalty almost and she - and because Arthur was on the council she thought he was something rather special - and I said, well, he’s only ordinary, you know, Mabel, he isn’t any different from your sons really - because she had a son who was a builder, - I said, you know, your son’s a builder, he’s a builder just the same - oh, but he’s a Parish Councillor - in other words he was several degrees above her poor son which was not the case at all - and we had a dear old chap who had an ironmongers shop years and years and years before and he had a couple of wonderful old photographs - I dearly wish I knew where those photographs had gone - and he could tell a tale about people and how things were and of course in the early part of the 20th century everybody had horse drawn vehicles, there were very few cars - and the doctor went everywhere on a bicycle - and the nurse went everywhere on a bicycle - and this sort of thing - and the doctor, prior to that doctor, did have a horse and I suppose a small carriage of some kind, dog cart or something that he used to drive around - so he could tell me all these things which was lovely and I do wish I had had a tape recorder

So do I!

Although I know someone did record a wonderful old lady, she actually did reached 102, when she was getting on for 100, Miss Prior, she lived on Main Street, one of her neighbours did record her and I have heard the recording and she was fascinating, she was really fascinating - but my favourite old lady - she’d have hated me calling her that - she was not someone I worked with or for, it was someone on the Parish Council with Arthur, that was Miss Gilmour, and that was the first lady to become a Parish Councillor in the late 1940s after the war, and she was a formidable lady, she was Chairperson, Chairman - I mean they didn’t mince words, she was Chairman quite a lot - she and two of the local farmers and the local headmaster used to alternate I think - and she was wonderful and when Arthur was first on the Parish Council she was a fount of knowledge and she told me loads things about Barton which were lovely and again, if only we’d had a tape recorder cos some of her tales had to be heard to be believed 

Tell me, how did this lady - how did she - as you say it was very unusual in the 40s, what was her background?

She was a vicar’s daughter, her father had been vicar of All Saints in Burton - I believe she came to Barton when he died, certainly she came to Barton in 1928, I think, with her mother - her brothers both had gone away - I don’t know whether they’d gone away and married, one of them was married, perhaps one of them was lost in the war, I’m not sure - there was just her and her mother and they lived in two different houses until - when I knew, she lived in her third and last house on the Green - she really was a superb - she actually was - I suppose she was a secretary really, she ran an office for a firm in Burton - she really was one of those ladies, she told me that - it must have been at the beginning of the war, she was summoned to Dunstall Hall which

Dunstall?

Yes, Dunstall is - it isn’t if you like the Manor because the Manor of Barton - or the Lord of the Manor came from  Catton, Catton Hall which is actually in Derbyshire on the other side of the river, but Dunstall is our nearest big hall, which it was in those days, and whoever was there then and I honestly can’t remember who it was, I think it may have been Hardys or something like that, the lady of the house anyway, had commanded Miss Gilmour’s presence and told her to go back to Barton and form a Red Cross detachment which she duly did and she was in the Red Cross - well, I think until she died near enough - and she was Commandant or whatever they call the head one when we knew her and ever so influential - and also she played two or three musical instruments, she played the piano ever so well, and she told me that 
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the old Central Hall during the war was used a lot for concerts and there were lots of servicemen based nearby and a lot of American servicemen, probably at Frabley at the aerodrome and up at Fold, but they used to come to these concerts in Central Hall at which she played the piano - and they had a concert party and they had a drama group - all these sorts of things and she was involved in all of them - and in fact she really was absolutely wonderful - she and Mr Potter, who was the head master of the joint Junior and Infants school before they split, and he came as a young teacher in 1932 - he also could tell a good tale  - I think Arthur heard more of his tales than I did - he was one of the instigators of Barton Cricket Club and I think almost the first person on the Holland Sports Club committee - he was on that until he was too old to be on it any more - again he was a tremendous old gentleman - full of tales - so we did - we had the best of it really because we met all those nice old people and local farmers who were very funny, very funny - and again they could tell a good tale - so it sort of - we miss them now because everything’s very

Is this because Arthur was on the Parish Council - cos the other thing I wondered about, you know you were saying about class earlier, whether - there must have been quite a class distinction between the consultants and the solicitor - the occupants of the big houses  - where were the meeting places, obviously one was the Parish Council, but where else did …?

I suppose people met at church - but then again there was probably a definite line between the people who worked for the other people - so if you were brewery worker and the brewery manager or the head brewer lived in Barton, which they did, they didn’t sort of meet in the village unless it was in church or at a concert or something like that

Was it the Church of England, you mentioned the others - was that where the elite of the town?

Yes, I should think - well, all of them went to church - those sort of people, the big house people - and quite a lot of their employees, the people who lived in the rest of the village - it was probably a lot more of the newcomers, some went cos they were church goers and had been general church worshippers in their own houses in their old town, and others weren’t, so they didn’t go - unless they went for special occasions like Christmas and Easter - in our case, always Remembrance Sunday - not just because Arthur was on the Parish Council when he usually goes and not just because the boys were in the cubs - but because we like to go on Remembrance Sunday - the fact that actually when the boys were in the Cubs and Scouts, they had a march every year, the British Legion and all the Youth Organisations and the Red Cross and everyone else, they all go to church, and they all march first and have a remembrance at the War Memorial before going to church 

Is that still fairly big?

That is still very well attended, the church is always packed on that occasion - so that is very nice to see, very nice - that’s something that’s been there - that’s been going ever since the British Legion has been going, certainly, I’m sure of it, this type of thing

The other thing, when you were talking about these old people - I haven’t got any information on this yet, but things like myths, superstitions, stories of - ghost stories, whatever, did you ever get that stuff?

Not really no, I can’t remember - there was the funny stories 

Arthur

The one myth that’s been recorded is that a girl lost her sight and went into the church and her sight came back - do you remember that

Christine

Yes, I can’t remember who told me or told you that
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Is that in living memory or way, way back?

Arthur

It’s a story in the village that this happened  - and it’s in our  ‘Under the Needwood Tree’ book 

Christine

He probably told you, Steve 

Arthur

But Chris mentioned that I’m on the Parish Council - the very first committee I was on in 1972 was the street lighting committee, there were no street lights - or very few street lights - so we had to decide which roads should have street lights in 

Christine

And that was Miss Gilmour, she sent you round - marching round the streets choosing which streets needed lights and how many 

There was a budget?

Well, probably yes - 

And did you, well, you precept?

Arthur

That’s right, a certain amount of money that we could have on the Parish Council which is spent in the village

But different Parish Councils have different attitudes to this - some say we’re going to charge a decent precept and we can have lots of facilities and everything else, and others say, oh, we pay enough rates as it is - what’s been the attitude here?

Arthur

Yes, it has been to keep it a reasonable level within the 3% mark - because obviously Parish Councils have to be voted on - if they spent too much money and people got annoyed about it 

Christine

They won’t vote them on again

Arthur

But I know in 1953 just before the time we came here- 1953 they bought a piece of land in the village for £250 and they had to go round knocking doors literally getting money from people to pay for it 

Christine

They’d celebrations for the Coronations hadn’t they - and there’s been some money left over from that and that I suppose had been collected from the public - or maybe the Parish Council had put something towards it, and they’d got some left over and they dearly wanted to buy this piece of land, partly as a burial ground and partly as a play park - and so they did, they knocked on doors all round the village and they managed to raise 

Arthur

The £250 - there were these two pieces of land - and that’s still there now in the ownership of the Parish Council - and this past year I’ve been involved - in getting grants from the Deputy Prime Ministers Office - they gave us £36,000 to redo the park, the play area 

Christine

With all new safety  - Living Spaces Grant

Arthur

Living Spaces Grant - and we opened it last June 

Christine

It’s over

Arthur

50 years
I thought you were going to tell me ‘and last year we sold it for £500,000’!

Christine

No, no, no - it will never be sold - it will never be sold - half of it now is - well it is almost full again now the burial ground is very full unfortunately, again with the village people being so much bigger and needless to say the church - the old churchyard was full - well, I suppose, certainly before we came and they’d already started using the new burial ground then - and in the 40 years we’ve been here they’ve nearly filled one half of this piece of land and the other half is being used - but the play area - the original play equipment was still here - certainly when our children were small and in to the ‘80s - and then the Parish Council did take down a couple of things and put something new in - but of course now - it was all set in tarmac and concrete - now you can have that you have to have new surfaces

Arthur

Safety Regulations 

Christine

And they came along a couple of years ago and banned them using the swings - the swings had got to come down they were too tall 

It’s a nightmare isn’t it?

Yes, so - it was absolutely imperative we had new equipment and now we have absolutely beautiful equipment - all neatly fenced with nice surfacing that they can’t hurt themselves on  - and that money was - well, they couldn’t have done it without that 

Arthur

But going back to myths and stories there is - and it’s a true story of how in King

Christine

Oh, Henry VII

Arthur

Henry VII 

Christine

I mean that is the story of
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Arthur

He was riding in the Needwood Forest - now in the Needwood Forest was a lot of hunting and Barton was just at the gate - hence we’ve got Barton Gate, which was the gate into the Forest - he got separated from his people - of course, it was a vast forest in those days - and he wanted to get to Tutbury Castle which is about five, six miles away from here - and he road into the village and there was a cottage and he knocked on the door to ask the people if they could put him on the right road to Tutbury, and the people who lived in the cottage 

Christine

He was a woodsman - actually I don’t think there was anything else here then, it was just his cottage probably - and his wife had three and he had three triplet boys - which 

Arthur

Was quite unusual in those days 

Christine

As you can imagine and King Henry was shown back to Tutbury and he said he would educate those three boys and - if they lived to be young men - and they did - John, Daniel and Roland - and John became the Master of the Rolls, he became Henry VIII’s right hand man - and went with him to the Field of the Cloth of Gold, helped to get divorced from Catherine of Aragon, was a great friend - Henry V111 gave him the land on which his father’s cottage had stood and presumably quite a lot more because the church which John Taylor built was on the land that Henry V111 gave him and that is John Taylor’s church

Arthur

St James’s 

Christine

And that was built, it has been altered in Victorian days, but it was built in his lifetime - so John Taylor is very well held in the village and the secondary school, which is comprehensive now, is called the John Taylor School - and Thomas Russell, he was a young boy from Barton who went away and that was in Queen Elizabeth 1 time and he went away to London to be apprenticed to a draper and he became a very rich and influential man and when he died he left £50 for the building of a school in Barton for the boys, not the girls, just the boys - and that was there until Victorian times - and oh how I wish we had a picture of it, imagine an Elizabethan school - but the Victorians knocked it down and built one themselves which is lovely - I mean again, it was a lovely little school which has been modernised, but it is still there and that, of course, was named in later years - the village decided to call it the Thomas Russell School in honour of Thomas, he’s our other benefactor - and in latter years, it would be in the ‘70s, the Drapers Company - the headmistress contacted the Draper’s Company in London, who, of course, knew all about Thomas because he was a member of the Drapers Company and they came and we had the most wonderful day - they paraded through the village in their gowns edged with ermine and they left money and they still now give money every year - a bursary to each of the three schools for books - which is great - really nice 

I’m conscious of the time, you’ve got a pad there, have you got things written on your pad? 

Christine

Well, I was just remembering actually - actually what I was trying to remember was the difference in the shops when we came - as I say they were all individual shops - we had the bank and we had the post office and we had a Co-op grocers, but then we had two butchers - family butchers - and we had Mr Showells bakery and grocery shop - Showell, Eddie Showell - and I think it had been his father’s before him probably - there was Cox’s Supermarket and again the Cox by that time had died, but his nephew was running it - we had Mr & Mrs Gretton who ran a corner shop in Captain’s Lane and the chemist, Mr Broad, who lived in the village and Mr Crofts the newsagent - and Mr Hayman, the greengrocer, and Mr Mercer the draper - and we had a wonderful ironmongers when we first came here - it was a shop - actually I would have loved to have known what he’d got in it - I sometimes wondered if he knew what he’d got in it  - his name was Mr Pocock - and it was the most full and the most untidy shop you’ve every seen in your life, and he also had one solitary petrol pump - he wasn’t here for long after we came, he was just about ready to
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retire and that shop was taken over by a really fine gentleman called Mr Lock, who had a painting and decorating business as well, and he had paints and household goods - do-it-yourself, if you like, plus ironmongery and kitchen ware and china and glass - and they’re all gone 

So what have you got left?

What have we got now -  well, we’ve got no corner shops for a start - Cox’s was taken over by Metro and is now the Co-op, of course, the old Co-op went ages ago, that went and is now a wine shop - we have no butchers and no greengrocers, we do have a florist - we used to have a couple of hairdressers - a gentleman’s hairdresser and a lady’s hairdresser - now we have three hairdressers and they are all unisex - we have a wine shop, a beauty salon and an alternative therapy salon and a house agent - we do still have the bank, thank the Lord, and we do still have the Post Office and the chemist - but we have a greetings card and gift shop, a curtain shop and a carpet and flooring shop 

Which is quite unusual?

It is - we do still wish we had a butchers - but there you go, we can’t have everything - but Yoxall’s got a good one - and 

You know, that, to be honest, in a modern  day- I suppose it’s a small town - but you’re still well catered for…

Oh, not bad - and of course, we do have our own little parade of shops here on the estate which was built in about 1969 and they’ve changed hands probably three or four times - various businesses - but we now have a little supermarket, a little - what do they call themselves - Londis - yes, that’s quite new, well, a couple of years since they came and they’re very useful, and we did have another hairdressers, but unfortunately they didn’t last, but we have a Chinese takeaway and an Indian takeaway and a fish and chip shop - can’t be bad 

You don’t have to be a good cook round here!

No, that’s right - 

A final question , the purpose of this is for the National Forest: in what way has the National Forest impacted on your lives or has it…?

Ah well, yes, the trees that the children at Junior school planted, that was our first sort of - lots and lots of trees appeared and the children planted - that was wonderful - the Parish Council had always planted trees where they could - where there was a little bit of land they planted - Arthur and one or two of the other gentlemen were quite often digging holes and planting trees, but it was lovely to see when the gravel pits were left and we had the marina start to be built, and that is a big asset to the village and all the lovely trees, they’re not very big yet, but they’re going to be nice - and the Arboretum at  Alrewas, that I think is a most wonderful place and a place we can go back to time and time again and see something different and we’ve taken Australian visitors there who were absolutely amazed and couldn’t believe how beautiful it was - and again that is growing all the time - and then of course, we’ve always loved the forest that was left, the little bit of Needwood that was left and the fact that it’s now going to be bigger is lovely, because we do miss - when this estate was built, for instance, not a tree was left, it was completely razed of any undergrowth -

That one that’s in the back garden - that’s forty years old is it?

Well, that one - yes, it’s in the garden of the house behind and we unfortunately do cut it a little because 

Arthur

It’s really for a large field 

Christine

It’s a tree that should be in the centre of a big park really, it’s a maple and it has leaves the size of tea plates - it’s a lovely tree, but it’s in the wrong place - yes

Arthur

Could I just quote from the Doomsday Book about Barton –

“Land of the king in Offlow Hundred

The king (William 1) holds Barton and our Earl Algar held it.

Three hides with its dependency (a hide was 120 acres) 

Land for 18 ploughs (a plough team was 8 oxen) 

In demesne (lordship) there are two ploughs, two slaves, 17 villagers, 

8 bordars (smallholders) with 9 ploughs. 20 acres of meadow

Woodland two leagues long and one wide’ 

· so that was… 
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Christine

Barton

Arthur

In 1066
Christine

So it’s been going a few years - it has changed but there we are - we try not to spoil it, but unfortunately I think a lot of it

Arthur

And as it says in this book you know - when this was written, when was it, 1994/5

Christine

Centenary of the Parish Council 

Arthur

We said we hope that the village will not change too much in the years to come

Christine

It probably will, won’t it? 

1

