An Oral History interview with Edna Hughes

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Monday 18 April 2005 

Edna, if I could begin by asking when were you born?

March 28, 1925

Where were you born?

Meadow Row, Ibstock

Tell me a little bit about your family - your mum and dad 

Me dad worked as a miner at Ellistown Colliery - me mum used to go cleaning down Wagon & Horses - there were eight children - three that died 

And where were you, if you like, in the five that survived?

I was third - there was me brother who lived round the corner, then me sister Mary, and then me

When you were growing up, where did you play?

On the back yard - tis on the back yard down Meadow Row

And what kind of games did you play as a kid?

Oh, tick, snobs, hopscotch 

Tell me about the first two cos I don’t know - tick is what?

You run after somebody and you tick ‘em 

And what about snob?

Snobs is five snobs that you have in your hand 

Oh right, right, where I come from we call them dibs 

It’s snobs here

OK - and as you grew up, did you go further afield - did you go out into the fields and play?

Well, no, because me dad had a pony - well, me granddad had a pony and cart and we used to go up to the field - and then me dad took it on and we used to go up to the field to Taffy, Taffy the pony’s name were - and we used to go up to this field and play

And where was this field?

Top end of Meadow Row - there used to be a row, 16 houses, and we used to live in the first one - me granddad lived in number 7, me uncle lived in number 10 and then there used to be what we called the top end - and then the way to the field 

How big was the field ?

Well, just average - this what I can remember on it 

Did you actually go - when you were growing up - did you go for a picnic and go out into the woods or anything like that?

We used to go to what we call top end - that sort of field and take us picnic up there - you weren’t allowed to go far in them days - yer mum and dad were really strict to know where you were

Were they?

Yes - my mum were, weren’t she

Why was that then, why were they….? 

I don’t know, me dad - as I say, me dad used to have two jobs to keep us - one at Measham Main in afternoon and then he used to go and do a bit of odd jobs for a man called Mr Knight in the morning - bricking

Really - I was going to say, did he have to, on top of that, have things like an allotment or not?

We had a big garden at the front and he used to dig that - and me mum used to go cleaning at the Wagon & Horses down the hill - and Smiths Butchers, it were Alsops then, me mum used to go scrubbing there 

Crikey, that was hard life

It were a hard life I tell yer - and you had to pull your weight cos - I’ll count how many of us there were

(Daughter in background, There was eight - and then there was me, our Mick she brought up besides, and then there were ………………… children she brought up and all)

Eleven of us altogether 

Right, and as you grew up as a kid, when were you expected to take a role in the house, to do jobs, how old….? 

We had to do them right from, you know, about eleven year old you got a job to do when you came home if it were only washing up - cos me dad worked and as I said,
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me mum - well, she were a little person - and we all had to have a job - even me brother round the corner, he can scrub and clean as clean as any woman - and he used to do it for me mum

So there was no discrimination?

No, no - 

(Daughter:No, not even turning the old mangle)

No - me brother cut his finger off like that - he got his finger in the mangle - in the cogs

Really?

Yes - the what’s his name…?

Did mum have - was there a tradition - I mean your mum was out cleaning, but was it like Monday was washing day, was it that kind of routine?

Yes, well, me mum used to have two or three washing days a week cos there that big a family - and it used to be the dolly pegs and tub - no electric washer 

But you had running water in the house? 

Yes

Meadow Row is it still there?

No

When did that go? 

(Daughter: About 30 year ago)

Yer - cos me mum lived in the first house - and when they put the new houses up she got the first house again, didn’t she?

(Daughter: The toilet was right across the yard)

Yes, we used to go right across the yard down the entry to go to the lavatory - and there used to be little opening, like a little window, and very often you used to get somebody peeping in - 

Was the toilet shared between a number of houses? 

No, only just the one - each family had got their own 

I’ve heard in other cases where people used to play tricks like put bits of lighted paper underneath all this kind of thing, when people were in there - did you play any games like that? 

No 

(Daughter: What about door knocking?)

Oh, we used to go door knocking up the road 

(Daughter: Tied two doors together and knock each door)

Put a piece of string on one knob and then on the other and knock the doors - oh, yer, we done that - done that and got run - then runners, ‘Yes, you bloomers, I’ll catch you’, they used to say -

I’m surprised, there was all this thing about - they must have recognised you mustn’t they?

They knowed who it were - an old woman lived at the top and she thought she were above all the other row, and we used to go and knock on her door - she had it more than anybody else - but you’d got to be in by 6 o’clock in the summer and you’d got to be in bed, washed and in bed - but me mum was always strict because there were quite a few of us, weren’t there? 

How many bedrooms did you have?

Three 

So you were all sharing rooms?

Yes

And when you came to leave school, what were the choices for you?

Well, either the shoe factory - or elastic web - and that’s all there were 

The Elastic Web?

Yer, Clutsons and Kemp’s (?) at  Coalville

Sorry

Clutsons and Kemp’s at Coalville - so I went in the boot and shoe at Wards at Barwell

And what was your job, your first job?

Just finishing off, I think - cleaning off when the shoes come through, well they got marks on them and that - so I just used to clean them off with a bit of - I don’t know what the hell we used then 

Can you remember going for your interview for your job - how did you get your job?

No, I didn’t - I got me job through me aunty working there - she worked there and she got me my job there - so I used to go with her on the bus 

How long were you there for? 

About two year - I didn’t like it - didn’t like it

What was wrong with it? 

I don’t like being closed up - I like to be out, but I didn’t like the job, so - and then I got in with me boyfriend - me husband - and then I got married at seventeen. 

Come back - you say you got in with your boyfriend - Do you mean you went to work at the same place?

No - I got in with me boyfriend - monkey parading down High Street - down here - 

10.03 min

Now, I’ve heard about this - monkey parading - tell me a little about that - how old would you be when you start going on the monkey parade?

About 16 or 17 - you used to go and walk up and down the street - they used to call it monkey parading - lads from Coalville used to come down here and that’s when I took up with me husband - then we used to go up Ibstock Saturday night, me mum used to let us go for an hour

Let’s come back to this monkey parading- what day of the week did it take place on?

Saturday and Sunday - it all depended - you know, mostly Saturday night, cos you hadn’t got money to go anywhere - pictures or anywhere, so that’s where we used to go, down Ibstock - monkey parading

I saw as I came by here - was that an old cinema over there?

Yer - 

That wasn’t going when you were…? 

Yer

It was?

We used to go in 3d rush - as they called it, Saturday morning, 3d rush – yer

(Clock chimes) Let’s just wait for the clock to go - 

We had some good times going up and down street, we used to go so far down and come back again, up to here and then go back down again on the other side, see if you could see anyone that you wanted to stop and have a talk to. 

How many of you would there be in your group of girls? 

Only two on us - me and another girl named Edie Whitby - we used to go out together, we used to live next door to one another

And you’d get dressed up for that would you? 

Well, what you call dressed up 

What would you call dressed up - what were your glad rags in those days?

A frock off the rag and bone man - he used to come round with a horse and cart on a - in a week - and yer mum used to wait outside for him coming to see it he’d got anything to fit you - and then she’d buy it, wash it, iron it - and that were yer glad rags - yes

So - meeting the man who was later to be your husband  - can you remember meeting him? 

Yes, I ran away from him - I ran away from him first time, I met him down street - him and another chap named Lenny Bills, and course I decided to run away from him, run down home - 

Why did you run away from him?

I didn’t like him for a start - me mam always used to warn us when we come out - so I ran away from him and went back down home that night - I said I went the club, Ibstock Working Man’s Club and they used to have a dance - he were up there and that’s where I got in with him - and that’s the only boyfriend I ever had - 

And you got married at 17? 

Yer, married at 17 - how long has your dad been gone Sheil - oh, she’s upstairs - 

So what year did you get married - when would that be?

Sheila’ll know about that

Sorry, the year you were born was?

1925

1925, so that’s 1942 - so you were a wartime bride - so what difference did that make getting married in the war?

Well, Eric were in the Air Force - he went in the Air Force - and we got married down Ibstock Church - we did have a church wedding - and me dad did put a bit of a do on for the neighbours - we had a barrel of beer from the Wagon - and that were more or less it 

But was rationing going…?

Me dad used to keep pigs - he got what we used to call the top end houses, he used to have a field and he’d have pigs in there and all the neighbours had some when he had it killed - all the neighbours that brought the bits - me dad used to give them all a piece of pork 

So it was almost like bartering - in order to get the food for the wedding, he gave them some pork and they gave him some rations or something?
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Yes, yes - and me husband were in the Air Force when we got married and he were a cook - so we didn’t do bad - didn’t do bad 

And when you were - so you actually then had your children, did you, or did you go out to work?

(Daughter: You had me before you were 18 - then she went back to work, cos grandma brought me up - then she went 11 years before she had me brother)

And he’s in Australia now 

So you had two children? 

Yes, Sheila and Alan

So whilst your husband was away, you were living…?

At home, yes - with me mam

So after Sheila was born you actually went back to work - so where did you work this time?

British Rail - platelayer 

Oh, this sounds extraordinary this does - you’re not exactly a big person - so how can you be a platelayer, I thought platelayers were sort of like big muscley men?

Well, you can tell how thin I were - and I loved it - and that were my sister in law, the other side, and we used to bike from here in the morning and get to work for 7.30 and then we come home about 4.30 and we’d come from Bagworth down the bridleway into Ibstock 

Where were you based then -? 

Based at Coalville 

At Coalville - 

And we used to always - the day before they used to tell us where we was working, sometimes it was Nessford, sometimes it were Bagworth, sometimes it were Coalville

Tell me first - let’s go back a bit - how did you get the job in the first place?

Well, I hadn’t got any job and I went up to the Labour Exchange and they said they were setting on on the railway - so I went and seen them at Coalville Station and Jack Noon were the - he were the inspector - and he set me on and I told me sister in law and she went for a job and she got one and all - so we used to bike from here during the morning up the bridle top of Ellistown and up to Bagworth

And did you - they were taking women on because it was the war? 

No, after the war, weren’t it?

How old were you when you went - cos you’re 18 when you had Sheila, how long after that?

I were about 20 

About 20, yes, so just towards the end of the war - so can you remember your very first day at work ?

Yer - first day of work we went to Coalville station seen the inspector as we called him, and he sent us - he said we got to meet this man, and his name were Alan Aiken from Shepshed and we went - and there were some fair girls working there at the time 

Fair girls?

Yer - off Holland’s Fair - and we had to join them and we all went down to Bagworth - got off the passenger train there and we was took down to a cabin and put things in the cabin and were took out till 9 o’clock to have a cup of tea, and that used to be the day 

When did you get kitted up - cos you must have had to wear boots and so on?

You bought your own boots and you was given a boiler suit or trousers and top, but I liked the boiler suit best, so 

But what kind of things does the platelayer do?

Well, they - we used to walk up the - walk the length, we called it, our length used to go from Ellistown Pit down to Thornton Bridge - and we used to go putting sleepers in - and men used to do the re-railing because we couldn’t do it - but we used to do all the maintenance - taking the plates off, oiling them, putting them back - and that used to have to start about April - we would start that - and do the whole length both ways 
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What is the plate? 

The plate’s got four bolts in and its got two sides and it holds the joints together on the two rails - when you hear clickety click clickety click that’s it, that’s the plates

Oh right - and in order to oil the plates, that sort of thing, it was undoing the bolts?

Undoing the bolts and then - we used to have a long brush with a head on like that - you used to dip it in and get this black oil on like bitumen and rub it along the plates and then bolt up again

And could you do that - if you were only doing it one or two at a time - the trains could still run, could they - did they have to stop?

Oh, they still run, yes - you had a lookout, someone as lookout and they used to blow a horn or a whistle when there were one coming and then we used to back off and wait until they’d gone and then you’d start again 

But was it a very busy line, that one, or not?

Yer, it were cos there were passenger trains then at Bagworth

(Daughter:And coal wagons, weren’t there)

And coal wagons from Bagworth, Elliston - but they used to have - I think one used to run about 9.00 o’clock, passenger train, one at dinner time, then one at 4 o’clock cos we used to come back to Coalville on that - yer, it were busy then 

You were saying - you said that although you didn’t actually lay the rails, you laid the sleepers - how the hell do you do that, cos the rails there already - you just slip the old one out, do you?

You get the hydraulic jack, winch it up, and then you knocked the key out and you’ve already took the two spikes from each side of the plate - you take them out, you then slide the old one out and put a new one in and then you reset it again 

And how often - how long does a sleeper last for?

Oh, I can’t actually tell you - some of them had been in years when I worked there - it were just odd times we used to say we got to go up - wants a new sleeper in so and so 

And when you said you walked the length, was part of your job or was it someone else’s job to actually inspect and say, oh, those need doing, this sleeper needs doing - who did that?

We used to - mark it with a piece of yellow chalk if we see anything wrong - if there were a bolt broke or something like that - mark it with yellow chalk, go back, tell the foreman - and he used to send a gang out - the men used to come out - but we used to do most of the maintenance - the women - used to have a good gang 

How many were there in your gang? 

Oh dear, Lizzie, Edna, (that’s Fish), me, our Dot, Lordie - I should say there were a dozen of ‘em

Really, quite a big gang - and who was the - was there a forewoman or was it a man?

Foreman - Tommy Harris - it used to be Ran Aiken

Ran or Ron?

Ran - Randle - used to be Ran Aiken and when he finished Tommy Harris from Bagworth took on - and when Tommy Harris took on they were thrilled - those left - me and me sister in law, her up there the other end, and Fish.

Why is she called Fish? 

Cos every day she was a poor - I don’t know what you call her - she were a poor girl - and she’d married an oldish bloke and I don’t know how many kids the gal aint got - but every day she used to get in the cabin, get us dinner, - oh, fish, she’s got fish again - and she used to have fish nearly every day, herrings in tomato sauce or sommat like that- we used to feel sorry for her cos she got oldish bloke for husband - a poor little soul she were 

Probably all very fit today with all that fish - that’s recommended - what was it like, just thinking about it, this one man being foreman of these twelve women, it must have had a hard time?

No, he didn’t - he didn’t because he used to say to me, you take so many of the girls down the other end and I’ll take these up the other - and that’s how we worked - no, we were happy enough-
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And how many years did you do that for? 

(Daughter:Well, nearly 12 years between me and me brother - so you must have been doing it for quite a few years)

Can’t actually think 

So the late forties into the fifties - yes, yes - and were there - was it an all weather job, what happened when it was pouring with rain, did you still do it?

‘In falling rain and falling snow off to the cabin we must go’!

So where’s the cabin?

It used to be a cabin just below Bagworth station and as you go down Thornton Bridge there were another cabin at the side of the railway there - that’s where we used to have our meals, in the cabin

And you’d bring your own meals? 

Yes, used to take our own meal - sometimes we’d have a fry up - we used to have the old open grate and we’d takes a frying pan and have our own kettles and that - oh we made ourselves at home, I’ll tell you 

So from your point of view from being cooped up in the shoe factory, this must have been your dream job?

It was - I were never so happy as I were when I went on the railway - I didn’t have colds and that - and I really enjoyed it and me sister in law and all, she did - we used to bike together and we enjoyed our job

Was it any - are there any particular kind of memories, any funny things that happened when you were in the job?

Only I got knocked out with a wagon - you know the buffers on the wagon, well, we were working in sidings and this wagon rolled back and hit me and it knocked me out, so they brought me home

You were - you said that as a funny story, it sounds as though you were pretty lucky to be alive? 

I were - you see, up Bagworth sidings it comes from the station and there are six or seven lots of lines all going round up to the main road - and it’s like a layby - and I was shovelling there one day and this wagon came back and hit me - the buffer, knocked me flying

And how did this happen cos you were saying - aren’t there normally people who

Yer, but we’re up the sidings and they didn’t bother up there because they knew if - if there were a train coming in - I mean the colliery, Bagworth colliery, they used to come with their little engine down the yard and shunt up and down the yard and you see this one, it had started rolling back

The other thing is - you say there is a picture of Fish doing the points? 

That’s the main line, Bagworth line

What happened in the case when there was things like frost and so on, did you have a job to do there in freeing the points up?

You used to salt them - they used to have a great big salt - like bunkers with salt in - used to go and put salt on - that’s where we’re changing sleepers there 

Oh I see, right - and this thing about - you know, we hear today - I mean I know the trains are going a lot faster, but we hear today about leaves on the line stopping - was that a problem when you….?

Yer, yer - the wheels skid like that 

Oh right, cos there’s only - we only heard about it in the last few years

Yer - the - the - you know, it’s like a load of slush on the line - yer, they skid with the leaves on the line 

And was it your job to clear all that kind of thing or not?

When you cleaned all your points out and that, you took a scraper with you - a piece of steel about like that - and it used to be flat at the end and you used to have to clean your points all out and then oil them with black bitumen

A bit of a dirty job?
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We didn’t bother, we got supplied with boiler suits or overalls, whichever you wanted, we used to have bib and brace 

And gloves did you have, that kind of thing? 

No, no - 

So what about all this bitumen? 

You washed it off - we en’t got no gloves on there - not our Dot, nor Fish

So what was the occasion, why was that picture taken?

I don’t know what it were - whether it were someone from the Coalville Times, I think to take a photo of us, and I know that’s the sidings up at Bagworth station - and that’s the main line we’re working on - from Coalville to Bagworth - near Desford

Now when you started it was just a job, you went to the Labour Exchange and you saw the job and it was out in the open air and it seemed alright - as you went on and you were there for a number of years, did you actually take an interest at all - you know men - like the trainspotters - did you take any interest at all in the train bit of it or the wagons?
No, no - all we were interested in were the lines kept going - oh, and I landed up at Burton, didn’t I - I had to go to Burton on Trent and I worked with the carpenters and the joiners and all the maintenance staff and there were some that didn’t like women - they wouldn’t have a woman go up with them - and yet there was some - there was - what were his name - I know his first name well, but - he used to breed Alsatians, he lived at Burton - and they were alright, they were happy enough for you to go and flag for them and that, but there was one or two, I think their wives were a bit funny and they wouldn’t have a woman flagging - a flag woman go with them 

And they were allowed to get away with that were they - they were allowed to refuse to have a woman around?

Well, I don’t know how they gone on about it, but - nobody picked on me or anything like that - when I got the transfer to Burton on Trent, I used to get on the bus in the morning and go up - train in the morning and come home on the bus at night

What was your job up there - the same thing?

I were a lookout 

Ah yes, you see in a way you’ve been - not demoted, but women were being put in there place when the men were coming back after the war? 

I used to go as lookout - flag woman

How long did you do that for?

Three year 

So you were nine years down at the Coalville depot and then three years up at the Burton Depot - and were the other women that you were working with - you say in the latter part there were only three of you, did they get sent off to do similar jobs or did they just leave or..?

Well, they left - me sister in law died, didn’t she - our Dot?

(Daughter:  Yeh, but you’re jumping in front there Mum, cos me aunt Dot’s been dead about 39 years so- you see she took time off when she had our Mick)

Yes, we’re up in the sixties, but we’re talking with you in the fifties, aren’t we, this is the fifties - yes, yes

(Daughter I don’t know why our Dot left, I’m sure)

I can’t think

But in a way - when you actually think about it - getting you to go over to Burton, they’re doing everything they can to put you off really?

Well, this is it - but 

You managed to hold out there, did you?

I held out and as I said, there used to be a couple of the blokes and they used to say to me, you’re flagging tomorrow out so and so - two of the blokes wouldn’t go - I think they were under petticoat government - they used to say they didn’t want a woman flag woman going with us - so - they were prejudiced against you

Good heavens, but you didn’t - that was never reflected in the sense that there was pressure put on you to leave?

Oh no, no - 

I mean you had support from the higher management, it was just the people on the ground that didn’t agree?

What did I have when I left?

(Daughter: Half a dozen glasses on a stand)

Aye, they bought me some glasses on a stand when I left so - I …………
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So, you had a good time? 

We had a good time - and I’ll tell you what - I was never ill when I worked out in the open on the what’s its name - never - and we used to bike, me and Dot, in - chucking it down with rain, we used to go from here, well, down the Meadow Row where we lived, up the bridle and on to Bagworth that way - we were as happy as lad 

So you leave when you’re pregnant for a second time?

I didn’t leave when I were pregnant, I went back 

Oh you did?

Yes

Oh right - so after having your second child, you went back?

I went back 

Right, so when did you finally retire then?

(Daughter : Not till she was about seventy - she went to Bosworth Home after she left the railway)

I went to Bosworth Home to work 

No, let’s get this clear - in my mind, sorry, I’ve got you leaving the railway as soon as you were pregnant 

I think we were made redundant - I’m almost certain we were – 

(Daughter : I can’t remember, mum)

I think we were made redundant and I can’t think when it were 

When you say we - who was made redundant?

Well, I was - and there was a girl at Leicester used to work and I think she were made redundant - she were the same as me, she were a flag woman - 

So basically, getting rid of the women?

Yes, yes, taking men’s job - 

They wouldn’t get away with that today
No - 

So can you remember how old you were when that happened - well, when they give you these glasses how many years service was that for? 

(Daughter :I’m just trying to think. You were nearly eighteen when you had me, so that made you - )

I had Alan when I were on the railway, ent I?

(Daughter :Our Alan was nearly 12 years younger than me - so that’s eighteen - that’d make you about 30 when you had our Alan and you went back after that - after you’d had him - cos he was at grandma’s and you went to work and I used to pick him up when I came out of school so)

And how old is our Alan now? 

(Daughter :49)

I want a medal!  I don’t know 

So where were you living then - where did you and your husband live?

High Street, Ibstock 

(Daughter :No, you got a prefab first)

Oh, got a prefab first yes

What’s this, straight after the war?

Yes - and then when I were going to work - we were in the old house 

(Daughter We moved into Beaver Bacon’s old house on the High Street)

Little cottage down the High Street 

What job was your husband doing? 

Butcher - pork butcher for Tommy Bloor as runs the football club - yeer, he worked there from when he come out of the Air Force - he come out the Air Force and he come back to worked for Bloors

(Daughter:And he worked till he was 69)

Really, till 69? 

And when I finished on the railway, I worked - went to work for Tommy Bloor 

Right, well again - does Tommy Bloor’s shop or the successor, is there still a pork butcher in Ibstock?

It weren’t Ibstock, it were Coalville - yer, do you know Mantle Lane 

No, no

Well, where the clock tower is at Coalville, there’s a road goes down and that goes by Mantle Lane, well, we used to work there, both of us - Eric come out the Air Force and went back to his job as a pork butcher and when I finished on the railway, I went down to work there 

And in those days, were they killing their own - did they have an abattoir attached?
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They did, yer - 

And how long did that carry on for? 

Well, I actually can’t just tell you - just can’t tell you – cos  I didn’t like pig killing cos me dad used to have pigs killed down the back yard - but I can’t just actually tell you - but that’s where I finished up at Beaver Bate & Company 

In terms of Ibstock itself, you’ve lived in Ibstock all your life - what have been the major changes that you have seen in that time? 

Well, the picture house is closed and we always used to go to the 3d run as we called it - folks used to be so friendly with one another - I mean if the woman next door were having a baby, your mother would be going round to look after them and that, but I don’t see any of that now - folks are friendly, yes - 

Pause for the clock that’s been the same time since I came in

Has it stopped?

Oh no, it’s gone on 10 minutes 

9 o’clock

Well, it’s only three quarters of an hour out!  

It wants coming off really

Sorry, you were saying that it’s all changed - lots more of a community in a sense 

There was, but I don’t think there’s a lot now - I mean down here we all know one another and more or less been brought up with one another, but I don’t think people are the same now as they used to be 

But what’s changed then?

Everybody’s at work - that’s what’s wrong - everybody’s at work - got a young lady across the road - her husband used to do shafts - rebuild drive shafts - well, that’s all gone now - so Linda’s gone out to work - well, you used to know that she were about

But in a sense, you were quite unusual weren’t you, in that as a woman when your husband was around, with a job, you were out at work - that was quite unusual, wasn’t it - in those days - you were quite modern, as it were? 

I had to be because you try keeping two kids on £3 odd a week, and that’s all my husband was earning at Beaver Foods when he come out the Forces

(Daughter :Yer, but don’t you think years ago families pulled together - now the grandma’s want to work - granddad’s go out to work - families are not as they used to be in my eyes)

Presumably Ibstock as a place, has it expanded greatly, a lot more new houses?

Yes, yer

(Daughter : But shops have shut)

Well, people have got their cars I suppose and driving?

This is it, we used to have a car when me husband were alive - we used to go Coalville shopping - but now it’s

(Daughter:This is only a little street here, but you find shops, they all used to make a little living or they wouldn’t have run it, would they - but there all gone - we used to be able to buy everything in Ibstock years ago - you can’t, not now)

But it’s people like you getting in their car and going to Coalville shopping, isn’t it?

Yep - my husband came from Coalville so we had to go back home on a Saturday afternoon to do the shopping  - bless him - he worked at Coalville as well when he came out of the Air Force

And later on where did you go for entertainment?

Club - up Ibstock Working Men’s Club - Friday night Bingo, Saturday night Bingo, Sunday night there used to be a concert on 
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When you say concert, what do you mean by that?

Entertainment - probably somebody from Leicester, comedian, something like that would come - and you used to go Sunday night, that were - dancing probably Saturday night or Bingo

How many people would get in the club?

Oh, it used to get packed - used to get packed - had to book certain times to get seat 

And is that still the case today? 

No - no - there’s hardly anybody gets in them now - I think, but we ain’t been to them for years - that used to be Wednesday and Saturdays - we used to go up to bingo on a Wednesday, dancing on the Saturday and then my husband and Sheila’s husband used to go up bingo Sunday dinner

(Daughter: When they weren’t showing pictures at the Palace, Tuesday nights, Thursday nights, Saturday nights were bingo nights - trying to raise the funds to build that hut and somewhere for the children to go - but)

There’s nothing in Ibstock - no 

And what do you think about this thing, the National Forest that is being created around here, has that any impact on you?

Oh, I like it - I like it - I think it’s a good thing - if it’s going to be looked after and that - I do that 

What’s your favourite place around here - is there a place that’s around here in the countryside or maybe in the town itself and you think this is really special for me, I really like this?

I can’t think – only

(Daughter:The Wagon, where the pub’s always been, there’s none better)

No, there’s only where me granddad used to live at Worthington and we did like going  along- he used to live on the Middle Brand in a little cottage and we used to enjoy going there, but I can’t say there’s anywhere else

Tell me about where your granddad used to live - what did he used to do? 

Me granddad he used to be a miner.  It were me mam’s side, years and years and years ago - and he used to have a cottage along Middle Brand at Worthington and he used to oil lamp on ceiling, you pushed it up and down when you wanted to put it up - we used to go there for our holidays - me mam used to take us in the pram and there used to be me and me brother that lives round the corner, we used to walk, and me mam used to push the pram with me other brother in

How far away is that?

Worthington - you’ve got four and a half mile to Coalville and I don’t know how many mile from Coalville - about 8 mile, I bet - and me mam used to walk it with us 

And you say you went there for holidays - you stayed over night, did you?

Stop overnight, yer, mam used to say, we’ll go to me dad’s - and he used to live in a cottage what we called the Middle Brand - I don’t know whether you know Worthington 

No, I don’t, no

Well, it’s a little village and you come up a steep hill and there’s a road goes across like that and then you go a bit further and another road goes across - well, me granddad used to live this side of the Middle Brand - and we used to go there for our holidays

And what did you used to do on holiday ?

We only went round the woods - there was a big wood and a pub at this side of the wood - used to be anyway, don’t know whether it’s still there or not - called the Holly bush - and we used to walk down to the wood, down there bluebelling or what’s his name, me mam used to push the pram from here to Worthington 

What about your clothes, did she have them in the pram or did you carry them in a rucksack?

No - they used to put them in the pram - but - yes

And that place has special memories for you?
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I’ve got a lot of memories about Worthington and me granddad - and what’s his name, but I don’t think the house is there now - when did we go through Worthington - so I don’t know if it’s still there or not 

I was going to say about - looking back over the 80 years, you’re 80 years old now, what’s been your happiest moments round here? 

Can’t really say, can I - 

From a work point of view it’s been on the railways, has it? 

Well, I were happy then when me and my sister in law were going to work - but when we bought this house and moved in here

When was that, when did you come here?

(Daughter: 40 odd year ago, because, at the time, when you first went for a mortgage they told you to come back when you were earning a decent wage and it was only £1,250 when they bought it)

Eric were working at Bloors the Butchers and we went for the mortgage and they said come back when you’re getting a decent wage - so we had to put both wages together to pay for it

Well, it’s lovely, it’s worth it 

She don’t like it 

Really?

She won’t stop here on her own

(Daughter:I lived in it for about five year when me mum till I got married, but I don’t like it)

Well, I don’t know about the actual feel it has, but walking in here, it’s very homely - you’re surrounded by all these…. 

There all me pets 

Tell me about these dogs - how many have you got altogether, it must be literally….?

I’ve got all them in there, all them on there - and I’ve got one, two, three, four, five

(Daughter: I think we lost count at 140 something)

140 something, where did this thing with these…?

I’ve always loved dogs, I’ve never been without a dog, have I - not even when I were younger, I’ve never been without a dog - and I’ve even got a dogs head on me leg 

On your leg?

Yes, 

You’ve got a tattoo?

No, birthmark - I have - I don’t know whether you can see it - here’s its ears, here’s its nose, here’s its chin

(Daughter: You had one dog didn’t you that bit you when you’d gone to post)

Oh, aye, when I worked on the post 

When did you work on the post then? 

(Daughter:I don’t know because I was about 19 when our Sid died and he were 21 when he died - I was still at home then)

Can’t think when it were 

Well, in the sixties anyway 

I went to this house and the dog weren’t nowhere near about and I come back - put the mail in and come back and the dog come behind and knocked me down, it were a collie I know that - and I got to go to court over it, but when I went in the morning to the - that I should’ve gone to court - the Postmaster had had a phone call to tell me not to go to court because they’d had the dog put down - so 

But this collection, how did this collection start? 

Which did I start with

(DaughterDon’t ask me)

I don’t know

How long have you been collecting them? 

What would you say 

(Daughter: Well, you’ve had a lot more since me dad died five year ago, you hadn’t got so many then)

I hadn’t got so many cos he played up with me about them 

(Daughter:We bought that cabinet and the one at the end since me dad died so the ornaments don’t fall out - she‘s had more in the last five years but I can‘t)

I mean I went last week for a pair of shoes and I come back with the Alsatian and I tell you, if I’d had £48 I should have had more than that 
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So this is what you save your money for now is it?

Well, I don’t go nowhere 

(Daughter: She doesn’t smoke no more, she doesn’t drink - only a tiny little drop at night time)

I have a little toddle before I go to bed, well, in bed 

(DaughterThat’s her pleasure)

But I don’t go nowhere spending money so -

This is it

So - but I did go for a pair of shoes last week

(Daughter: Pair of slippers)

Pair of slippers 

(Daughter:  and come back with shoes and a dog - no slippers)

Might be difficult, but in the 147 that you’ve got here, is any one a favourite? 

No - Jack Russell, I do like that - and the pup - but no, I had (clock chimes again!!) I used to have a collie called Tip and I’m trying to get one like him, but I’ve not managed it yet - but I’ve had Jack Russells, I’ve had Yorkies

This Tip was the most memorable dog you had, was it?

Yes 

What was special about him then? 

He were a collie, weren’t he - and I worked on the post and I went across the field to the farm, right across the top there, to take the letter in the morning, dropped the letters in Walker’s box, turned round to come back and the dog got me down on the blooming field - nipped the back of me leg - me brother worked on that farm at the time, Walkers, and he came and he said, I’ve got to go and take the dog and have it put to sleep - and I said, you’re not, no, you’re not - he said, Mr Walker says I’ve got to take it - I says, you’re not cos I’m having it - and I had the dog that bit me - and how old were he

(Daughter:  He were 21)

He were 21 when he died

(Daughter: We put children’s socks on his feet cos they were that sore with old age)

His toes used to fester up and we used to put a pair of those little white socks on and he were a black and white collie 

(Daughter:And he dropped dead one Monday night at 6.55pm when the Coalville bus come - I can remember that as plain as anything)

I’ve never been without a dog any road 

(Daughter:How old do you think she is)

Where is she?

(No, me mother)

I know how old she is, she was born in 1925 - so she’s doing alright

(Daughter: She’s doing well at 80 considering the work she did)

It done me good

Well, thank you very much indeed 
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