An Oral History interview with John Hodgetts

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Tuesday 1st March 2005

John, if  we can begin, when were you born?

September 1936

Where were you born?

Twycross

Whereabouts is that?

Near Nuneaton, it’s Leicestershire actually - so I’m a Leicestershire man

What brought you here and why?

The love of a woman - we came here 40 years ago, just over 40 years ago - 1964 - we got married and came here and bought this farm in July and moved in in the October, got married in the October and moved in in the October of 1964

And was your family background farming?

Yes, my father, grandfather, great grandfather - and then the parents before that, the great, great grandfather were pork butchers in Walsall which is, if you go into Walsall, there’s quite a lot of Hodgetts in that area - and there’s a place there called the ‘Chuckery’ - and the story goes, I don’t know whether it’s true or not, but my great, great grandfather used to keep a lot of hens and sell the eggs in his shop and he used to go there and feed them and go ‘chuck, chuck, chuck’ and it’s still called the Chuckery now in Walsall - but whether that’s true I don’t know

Great story - and before you came and bought this place what were you doing, were you working on your father’s farm?

I was working with my father from an early child, I was working with my father at the time, we lived on the Crown Estate and they wouldn’t let the sons have the farm - following the father - they had to take it in with the rest of them - so we decided to try and buy a place and go from there

What was it that influenced your decision to come specifically here?

Pamela’s mother - Pam had lost her father in ‘59 and she and her mother had come to live on Alrewas and she was the youngest of four daughters and she wanted to live not far from her mother so she could go back and sort of help her mother a bit and that - so that’s what brought us this way 

How big was the farm?

It was 52 acres when we bought it and then we bought some more land at a later date making it just about 80 acres

And when you inherited it - not inherited, when you bought it from the previous owner, was it in good shape?

Yes, very good shape - it had been well looked after.  A man called Mr Hollinshead - he lived here for 22 years and he’d kept it in very good shape altogether, buildings and farm

What was the produce from the farm?

The produce at that point in time was mainly milk, there was shedding for 34 cows - at a later date, in 1971, we then put up a parlour and shedding and were milking 80 cows 

Tell me - 52 acres doesn’t sound a huge amount of land to have 80 cows on?

Well, we were fortunate enough to rent some land locally as well - and with everything we managed to keep the 80 cows - and then in 1979 quotas came in - I’d got a man working for me and I decided I was going to go out of milk and I managed the farm of my own - arable - beef and sheep - intensive beef - sheep on rented ground - and this is what I did after the quotas came in
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I know nothing about sort of farming methods - what does intensive beef mean as opposed to beef?

Beef that didn’t go out at all, it was feed on cereals and silage inside all the while, right from day one right through till killing 

What age would you buy them?

We used to buy them as calves - month or six weeks old, probably less than that - fortnight old - rear them right the way through to 12 months - all bull beef, they’re not castrated and they used to be ready to go at about 12 month old - at about 500 - 600 kilos 

So in a sense, it’s almost like - it is like creating a product, it’s not like the romantic idea of these animals wandering across the fields - there must be a science to it really?

We were in the job to make money - it wasn’t a happy go lucky sort of thing as they try and bring for us today - we were trying to make money and people wanted the meat - it was the government’s intention to produce as much food as they could and we were trying to help

Let me go back to when you first came here - all the 52 acres were over to dairy were they - was there any arable stuff at all?

There was arable crops grown for the dairy herd, yes - fodder beet and that sort of thing was grown for the dairy herd and that was a good place to get rid of the manure as well, back on the arable - and we used to move round with the grass and the arable to use up - to get younger and higher productive pastures 

So the cattle were moved around - as you prepare land and then you - which had been manured and so on - and you swopped around between the pasture and the arable?

Yes, you renewed the pastures about every three years and put in new seeds to get highly productive grasses - so that you grow as much fodder grass wise in the summer and in the silage in the winter for the cattle

In terms of the cattle themselves we’re talking when you came here - 40 years ago, 1964 - how would they be different, you know, if you could stand them alongside each other, today and 40 years ago, what would the difference be would they be the same breed for example?

Oh no, 40 years ago it was the British Friesian - but now it’s the Holstein Friesian which has been imported from America and Canada and they give a lot more milk, they’re a lot bigger - the cows give a lot more milk, but they don’t live quite so long cos they wear themselves out in producing such a lot of milk 

So how long for example would you have a British Friesian for?

You can get - some of the cows go up to 10 years old - have 7 or 8 calves - some exceptional cows will go even longer than that - but the average would be 6 or 7 calves 

I’m just checking - I’m always worried I’ve pressed the pause button - but it’s alright, we’re going - so, and in terms of these Holstein ones, how long do they last for?

Well, I haven’t had a lot of experience with Holsteins cos I gave up milking in ‘79 and they were really just coming to the fore then- from what people tell me, they will last 3 or 4 lactations and they’ve worn themselves out cos they get bad on their feet and they can’t get about, and if a cow can’t walk it can’t get to feed 

The other thing is, did you have - back in ‘64, was it all artificial insemination or did you have your own bull or…?
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No we used to have artificial insemination for all the Friesians and then if we got one or two cows that we couldn’t get in calf then we either hired a bull or bought a bull to run with the cows during the summer - usually a Hereford 

The other kind of thing I’d like to know, back in the ‘60s, what would be a typical day if there was such a thing - in terms of what time did you get up - you know, a day in the life of ….

Well, you got milking first thing in the morning and then it would be breakfast

Sorry, when is first thing?

About 6.30 am  - the milk lorry would come about - pick the milk up in churns about 8.30 am and you got to get it all cooled, in the churns, by the gate ready for about 8.30 in the morning - they you’d have breakfast, then you’d got to clean up, bed down 

Sorry, could you explain – ‘clean up’ would be what?

Cleaning the cow muck up - cleaning the cow sheds out - bed them, feed them in the mangers - the cows would have gone out in the fields for probably an hour, an hour and a half, bring them in, tie them up 

What time are you up to now?

We’re talking now 10 or 11 o’clock in the morning - and then you’d have all your other odd jobs - you’d have your calves to do and all different things - there was other jobs to do - repairs and so on and so forth if that was a winter’s day - and in the summer time you’d be haymaking or working in the root fields or top dressing grass or anything like that

The cows would not be overnight in the cowshed , they’d be out and you’d call them in - go and get them in first thing in the morning?

In the summer yes, but in the winter they’d be inside all the while 

Oh, inside all the while - what determined them going out then - when would they normally go out?

When there was sufficient grass and the weather was warm enough for them to go

What - April time?

Yes  - late April, early May 

And they would stay out in the summer - after you getting them in for the milking, you would then - and having been milked - they would go out in the field and they would stay there - they’re only milked once a day?

Twice 

Oh twice

Yes, yes

So when would the afternoon milking take place?

4 o’clock in the afternoon - you’d start milking, get the things ready - about 4 o’clock ready to finish about 5 - cos the people like to finish if they can at a sensible time - so we’d finish at about 5.30 and have our tea and then usually it was gardening

Really?

Well, I enjoyed my vegetables - I like my vegetable garden - I used to like vegetable gardening- I’m not much of a flower man cos you can’t eat them

Man after my own heart - this was like the routine for like the 15 years - and the because of the changes in farming subsidies - or was this the quotas? 

It was the quota - I got a good quota, but we didn’t know how they were going to go and paying a man at that time, it was taking all - we weren’t getting a lot for milk - not as much as they are doing now and that’s a damn low price now - so I decided to get rid of the man and rid of the cows and change to beef and sheep

And that was all - you were able to cope with all of that yourself?

Yes - I could cope with that myself cos you hadn’t got the twice a day milking - you’d got plenty of work to do, but you could cope with it on your own - and if you did want a bit of extra help you could bring in a contractor to give you a bit of help 

And the cattle bit of it, they were indoors all the time - they were being reared indoors?

Yes, yes - they were reared indoors

But the sheep were out in the fields? 

Yes, they were on the grass 

Did they take much in the way of looking after? 

Not a tremendous lot, you get a lot of work at lambing time - and then there is work throughout the summer with the shearing, dipping - and general maintenance on them looking after their feet and moving fields - when they get short of grass they want to look for something better 
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Like a hole in a fence?

That’s right, like a hole in a fence - yes

In that sense, this is where you have to be a bit wary, going round and doing the maintenance? 

Oh yes, you have to keep the hedges right or soon the sheep are in the next door neighbour’s field and they’re soon on the phone or knocking on the door saying, I’ve got some sheep I don’t particularly want here -

And did - when you’re saying about lambing time - is that when you would get a bit of extra help - just buy in a bit of extra help to help you through that ?

No, it wasn’t really, I used to do the lambing pretty much myself - I got into a routine where I sort of got up at 6.00 am and went through the day - probably snatched half and hour - and then had my tea at 6.00 at night and then snatched a couple of hours sleep - so that I could go on till about 2.00 in the morning - and then go and have a good look round them at about 2.00 am - we used to find that a lot of ewes would lamb between 12 and 2.00 am at night - and then if there was any get them sorted out and go to bed at 2.00 and get up again at about 6.00 in the morning - and keep snatching bits of sleep during that period of time 

And how long, in terms of weeks, did the lambing go on?

It could last up to 3 weeks or a month - but then of course, you always got some stragglers - you got a bit lackadaisical if you weren’t careful and you seemed to loose a lamb or two through - you’d forgotten about them and were on to do something else 

Did they lamb in the fields or - those that were about to lamb, did you bring them in ?

Well, we started - when we first started with the sheep, we started February and March - early March - and selling the lambs in early June and July - but as time went on we found that it was better to lamb out in the fields in late March early April, cos there was no indoor feeding to do, there was no expense from that side so what your lamb came to was a lot more profit in it than the February/March lambs

And is that the way people still do it today - there seem to be lambs earlier and earlier in the fields?

Well, different people have different ideas - some go for the earlier lambs and get the lambs away early and then other people go for the later lambing and reduce costs and probably get less money but it’s cost, as opposed to what you sell it for - the difference between the two

Swings and roundabouts

That’s right

In terms of breeds, how did that change over the time - when you started in ‘79 what was your favourite breed?

Well, you got the Suffolks, the English breeds were more to the fore, they foreign breeds the Charlerois, the Texel they were all coming in from the continent and more and more people were taking them up - but there are old Suffolk still maintained, but I think it’s outdone a little bit now with the Texel and the Charlerois

Charlerois, I thought they were cattle?

Well there’s Charlerois sheep and Charlerois cattle, it’s the region they come from - the area of Charlerois in France 
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And you say ‘Yexel’?

Texel  - TEXEL 

Where are they from?

They’re bred in Denmark actually, more from Danish origin, they’re very high quality sheep, but a little bit on the slow growing side and they don’t weigh quite as well as the Charlerois or Suffolk lambs, but the butches - meat in proportion to bone is pretty good - but the butchers like them - I never fell in love with the Texel, I went for the Charlerois and they were good lambs that got up quickly, you know, found their mothers milk and away they went

When did you actually retire then?

The year 2000

So in those 20 odd years did consumer taste change at all - you started off with the Suffolks and you talk about the meat to bone ration - what is it in terms of taste or preference that changed over time?
I think it was we didn’t consider the consumer quite as much as they have to today, we were out to produce lambs - well, yes, that the butcher wanted - they didn’t want any fat - it was all no fat, no fat - that’s what we were told - and the Charlerois seemed to carry less fat than the Suffolk, but now they’re turning round the other way - don’t mind a bit of fat cos a bit of fat gives the meat a bit of flavour - so which they want people to jump I don’t know - that’s what I want to know

In terms of supplements when the sheep were out in the fields did they just eat the grass or did you have to - as part of the art of it..?

From April onwards they just fed on the grass - we used to creep feed the lambs 

Sorry?

We used to creep feed the lambs 

What does that mean?
Well, they used to be able to get into troughs where the ewes couldn’t get - behind a barrier and they could go and have a little bit of food other than the grass, because lambs live on milk for 6 weeks and then after that they start to graze, but after that if they go and eat a little bit of corn, it will help them grow and put a bit of weight on, but you’re not feeding the ewes they’re getting their milk from the grass - but if you have them inside all the while you’ve got to feed ewes and your lambs and it can run - and at that time corn was about £100 a ton and your compound for the sheep was about £200 to £250 a ton - it’s amazing what sheep can eat inside 

They’re eating machines!

Well, you look at a sheep and you think, oh, it’s not very big, but they can pack some food away 

Looking at the beef, how was that different - 1979 to 2000 - in terms of the breeds? 

Well, we went - in ‘79 you could buy Friesian calves which were still the British Friesian type calves - but then as time went on you didn’t , you went away from the Friesians, you went on to the continentals - which were better for indoor beef, but went onto the continentals as opposed to the Holsteins - they’re not very good at converting food into beef at the end of the day, the Holstein isn’t, it’s more designed for milk - so we used to buy the continental calves - certain amount of Hereford calves, but if you were not careful, you got your Hereford calves too good before their weight and they got too much fat on them - before they got the weight to sell

So they’ve got too much weight and not enough meat as it were? 

Yes

Right - the thing that intrigues me, if there’s all this - the Holstein milking cows and they have calves - what happens to them - do they go for veal or something?

Well - from the foot and mouth on a lot of the Holstein bull calves have been shot at a week old or less than that - but people did try before and they weren’t quite – 
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Holstein, they did try to fatten them up - a certain amount of them were always fattened - but it was the preference of which calves you bought - and if you’ve got a beast standing there, if it looks good to you, it’s better than a beast that doesn’t look quite as good 

And because they were indoors you weren’t growing, when you were on your own, you weren’t growing any of your own food, they were living entirely on manufactured stuff?

Oh, no, you were growing your own cereals - ploughed most of the farm up - growing most of our own cereals to feed to the cattle 

So you were growing and harvesting - but you had help for that, did you?

Certain amount, yes, certain amount of casual help, yes - no more than you need because it all got to be paid for 

You talk about things like foot and mouth - in the time that you were here, were there any serious epidemics or other serious things where you were hit? 

1970/71 somewhere round there we had foot and mouth, a bad epidemic when we couldn’t move anything and when it got as far as Kings Brunswick - because there was a neighbour there went up to see his cousin, I think, in Cheshire- and brought it back with him 

Literally on his feet? 

Yes - but he didn’t know he’d got it at the time - and when he went to see him on the Sunday for dinner - and then it was confirmed later that week- and it was also confirmed down here at Kings Brunswick - so it’s surprising how it travels 

Tell me what happens at a time like that - if you’re in an area of a foot and mouth outbreak, what happens?

Well, you’re not allowed to move any cloven hoofed stock whatsoever without licence, and if you’re in the three mile area, you’re not allowed to move even on licence - you can’t move any cloven hoofed stock at all - so all sheep, cattle had to be kept on the farm where they originated - until the period of time, if there was no more confirmed outbreaks in that area - after, I think it was three weeks, we were allowed to move under licence - cos it takes about three weeks the incubation of foot and mouth to rear its head 

And if you have - if there are problems with your own, anything suspect within your own stock - the thing was all of the flock was killed? 

Everything on the farm that was cloven hoofed was killed - and they very often killed the dog as well - if you got dogs 

Is that right?
Yes, because the dogs move - they trot about, don’t they - move down the village or somewhere like that - they could carry it 

And did anything as dramatic as that - ?

No, no - there was just the one farm at Kings Brunwick had it and nobody else had it - but they had a tremendous lot in Cheshire - I mean they  wiped a tremendous lot of stock out in that outbreak in - I can’t remember when that was - we can in - ‘69 sometime around then 

And when was the more recent outbreak ?

Oh, ‘99 - 2000

And did that affect you?

No, I didn’t have any stock on the place then 

Right, but did this affect the area at all ?

Yes, yes, they had quite a few contacts, I don’t think they found foot and mouth, but contacts at Longdon and places like that and quite a few sheep and cattle were slaughtered 

One of the things I wanted to get a feel for - there’s been all this stuff to do with CJD and everything else because, it appears to an outsider, a layperson, because the 
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intensity of trying to do this conversion trick - converting the calf into the bull and getting as much profit and building up and what have you - in terms of your father and your grandfather, how different was life on the farm for them - how did the methods - how different would it be?

Well, they would be less intensive - they produced stock more slowly - we are now, well, the farmers - well, I’m not a farmer now, but the farmer now is not allowed to sell anything for human consumption over 30 months and that is two and half years old - well, I remember my father having bullocks three, three and a half years old and they were slow growing and they - they weren’t as intensive then, they didn’t seem to - they didn’t have the knowledge, if you like, of mixing foods and one thing and another, and the facilities for mixing foods to make these cattle grow faster then than they do now, but I mean, it’s a matter of - to go back into my father’s time - my grandfather’s time, you were probably talking about 30 millions people in this country - you’re now talking 60 millions people in this country - they all want feeding and it’s no good saying that we made a mess of things, which we probably do from the point of view of CJD and foot and mouth, but the outside world is making a mess of things with bird flu and one thing and another - Thailand and chickens and that - and people have got to be a bit careful importing all this food, they don’t know exactly how it’s reared or what it’s had or whether it’s had antibiotics, they say they do, but I can’t quite believe it all

The other thing is, one of the worries must be is that how much of our food is imported because we can’t compete with the cost with grain from here and beef from there and so on - and the fact that the farmer’s are now paid for set aside land because it’s not economic to do it - that seems again to be a pretty sad state of affairs? 

Well, as a countryman, I think it’s terrible - but it’s just the way the politicians decide it’s going to be - as a farmer you can fight the weather, you know the weather’s coming or can - well, you can’t do anything about the weather, but you can get a good idea of how to handle the weather, but you can’t handle politicians cos you don’t know how they think from one day to the next - 

Was it a lonely life being a farmer - particularly after ‘79 when you were just there with the animals and you were out there - it sounds like a hard and lonely life, is that right? 

I don’t think it was lonely - a lonely life - it’s the way you chose and I as a person couldn’t work in an office or work in a factory with all the noise and din and one thing and another - I’d much rather have the quiet life of the countryside even if, as you say, it may be lonely - but I don’t think it is because you get acclimatised to it and you don’t expect to have people chattering in your ear - so you can manage on your own quite comfortably 
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And did you - in terms of other pastimes - it sounds to me, not nine to five, but nine to whatever time - but were there any other pursuits you did, like country pursuits - shooting, hunting, fishing?

Keen shooting man, yes - I’ve done quite a bit of shooting in my time, I like my dogs - I’ve got two Labrador dogs which I use - I enjoy my shooting and from about ‘85 onwards I took up playing crown green bowls 

Crown green - that’s the - I thought it was further north - ?

No, if you come from about mid Leicestershire up north - it’s crown green

In terms of the shooting, did you rear your own game ?

Yes, we used to rear - not on the farm - but a group of us, we used to rear our own pheasants and put them out to wood and look after them ourselves - it was what you would call a cheap rough shoot, if you like 

And market, going to market - presumably that changed over 20 odd years - 40 years rather - where was the local market? 

Lichfield, and then Uttoxeter - more for dairy cows, Lichfield was more sheep and beef cattle - and Uttoxeter - they did have a lot of sheep and a lot of beef cattle, but they used to sell the dairy cattle there - more of a dairy centre 

And you would take your stuff or did increasingly people come to you to see privately? 

No, no, no - we used to take the stuff to market - to Lichfield and to Uttoxeter - over the years - but now Lichfield has closed, Uttoxeter is nearly closing - they’re talking about closing it at the end of the year 

So in the latter years, where were you taking it ?

Well, I fortunately, we started selling privately - in the latter years, cos Lichfield closed about 7 years ago now and so I’d only got about two years selling privately and then - Uttoxeter was still going, but the foot and mouth finished - just about finished a lot of these markets and they seemed to have reared their heads and come again - I don’t think they ever will now - the younger generation people quite a bit younger than me, don’t seem to want to bother with markets, they seem to do their selling privately, straight to the abattoir and that’s it 

You were saying about the weather - when you were out and about in the fields could you read the weather - were there almost like patterns?

Well, you don’t get a weather pattern, but - I mean my daughter, my eldest daughter, said to me the other day, how do you read the weather, dad - and I said, I don’t know how to tell you to read the weather - it just comes over a period of years you know or you instinctively feel it on your face and the atmosphere of what the weather is - I’m not saying you’re right every time - or what possibly the weather is going to do - you can hear rain, well, you can’t hear rain, but you can feel rain before it comes - not all the time, because you can get thunderstorms and it brings rain and it’s just there, but it’s just an instinct over a period of years with living and working in the countryside - you can’t explain to anybody what - well, I can’t anyway - how you know.  There was an instance here - when was it, three weeks ago, we were going to get a foot of snow - and there’s a gentleman lives here by us and he comes down and he was talking, oh, we shall be snowed in next week - I said, hold on, Ron, let’s just see cos I don’t think we’re going to get that much snow - and I mean I was proved right, not that I’m crowing about it - it’s just a feeling you get and you look at the weather - look at your barometers as well, I do quite a bit - and 
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you can tell from them what’s going to happen or what is happening - if you see a barometer go up quickly to high pressure in the summer you can look out, cos it won’t stay there long, it’ll soon be back

And were there, in terms of like wildlife and so on - were there as you were going round, signs that you thought, oh yes, spring is on the way?

No, I don’t think so from wildlife - you hear the birds singing better in the springtime that you do in the middle of winter - you see everything blooming up - I mean, if you see the cock pheasants about all in their full plumage at this time of the year for the mating season and so on and so forth - it’s just a matter of the seasons coming round one after the other, but you find, I found over the years that the season’s in the spring have got later, from the point of view of - I know people say that spring is earlier, but I can remember as a lad in April you’d be sowing spring corn in your shirt sleeves - you don’t very often do that in April these days - it’s cold in April and you’re walking around, more or less, with three quarters of your winter clothes on - I mean, people say, spring’s earlier, but I don’t 

But very mild winters - I mean, all this thing about climate change, do you over the years notice - cos people say no harsh winters, or we haven’t had for many years - they’re actually quite mild, the winters - is that something that you’ve noticed?

Oh yes, I’ve noticed - I mean we don’t get any of the severe weather  - 1962/3 is the most severe weather that I ever remember, when it froze and it froze and it froze for about six or seven weeks - but I mean nearly every winter you’d have, as lads, you’d be sliding on the pits - but you never see any now - sliding - people say about the warming of the atmosphere, I think there’s bound to be a certain amount of it from the point of view of the amount of houses that’s about - if you think about from here to the other side of Birmingham - the fantastic amount of housing and each one is lifting a little bit of warm and the cars and everything like that - I think nature can hold her own with us - the same as we can see in this Tsunami - if she wants to kick back, she can do - and she will do one of these days - things will turn and it will go colder - but as an older man, I don’t begrudge the warmer winters

In 2000, what happened - did you just sell the farm or is it passed on to your children or what? 

No, in 2000 - in 1999 we got - ‘98 - we got permission to convert the buildings into housing, of which you are sitting in one - and three others - we kept the land and then in the year 2000 - we sold the farmhouse and bought this place - we wanted to - what do they call it, downsize - we were downsizing with only two of us left - so we downsized to this

So the land is now owned..? 

No, I still own the land - someone else is farming it 

The other thing is and one of the reasons for coming to talk to you - because you were actually successful with one of the tender schemes for the National Forest - lets go back just one stage and say, what do you think of the concept of having a National Forest just round here ?
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I think Hugh’ll verify for this.  I don’t think very much of it - from the point of view of putting trees on to outcrop land where bits have been, rough type of land, yes, fair comment - but I don’t like the idea of putting trees on good arable land just to take it out of production and put it into trees - I’ve had a bit of a leg pull with you over the years as saying in ten years they’ll be digging my trees up and growing corn because the world will be hungry - but whether I’m write or whether I’m wrong only time will tell, but I don’t agree with putting trees on good farmland - over the period of hundreds of years men have got this land into some sort of condition and got it right and now we’re sort of saying, we don’t want it

It’s only another crop though, isn’t it -? 

Yes, but it’s a crop that nobody wants - the majority of trees in these woodlands will be either burnt for fuel or chopped down and be made logs of and let the beetles play about in them - I mean, if we were growing timber to build houses with or to use as productive timber, I’d say, yes, all well and good - but how often do we hear of English timber being used, English oak, yes, but we’re back to importing again - they say, oh, I can import it cheaper than we can cut it out of your wood - so where’s it all going to end

In spite of your comment, you did successfully get some funding from the…?

Oh yes, I’ve had two lots of funding, I’m afraid I’ve used the National Forest to produce capital so I can invest without selling my land - this is the bit I like about it that you can get the money from them, through the National Forest, but you still own the land and still walk on it and still say, well, this is still my land - so it’s got it’s good points 

So what have you done with your two schemes?

Well, I haven’t done anything - they’re just walks for dogs and people 

Through existing woodland, you’ve opened it up? 

Well, it’s a part and parcel of the scheme that you allow the public to us - if you don’t, I don’t think they’d consider you - having the scheme at all, letting the public use the woodland - walk through it and so on

But you haven’t planted any new stuff as a result of this - or you have ?

We planted a second - we had a new scheme last year, so this is the second one - this is two years, cos it joins the existing one - and it’s now a total of about 33 acres 

Cos how much did your farm end up with in the end - you started with 52 - how much did you end up with, you said you bought some more land ?

We finished up with 60 just over and we rented 60 acres - so 60 owned, so just over half of it

Of all the places, you know, on your land - the land that you’ve been on for the last 40 years, have you got a favourite place, one bit that you’ve got a special affection for or is particularly beautiful at a particular time of year or - ?

No, I don’t think so - it’s good open farmland and it’s - it was all open farmland, but it’s now grown up with trees in places - no, I don’t think there’s anywhere that‘s specifically better than anywhere else

And did - in terms of names, like field names - what were the names of the fields, were they traditional names or did you give them names?

No, there were field names when I came here - sort of Bond Field

Bomb?

Bond Field - and the Long Field and the Clay Butts - all this sort of thing - well, whether Mr Hollinshead gave them the names or whether the people before that gave them the names I don’t know

But that’s part of the thing when he handed over the farm - he handed over the names?

Well, he tells you the names of the fields and you carry on the same traditions 

But you don’t give them your own names?

No, I don’t think so - I think you’ll find this up and down the countryside - where fields have been named for probably hundreds of years and carried on from one generation to another - people refer to a certain field as the Cow Field - something like that - and that’s how it goes on 

And were there any other - just finally finishing on language - were there any special words for types of sheep or types of cattle - or implements you used - were there any particular local words for things like that?

 Not that I can recollect, no - nothing at all as I can recollect - so I can’t put you in the picture at all on that one 
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