An Oral History interview with Vera Hammonds

Interviewed by Roger Kitchen on Monday 18 April 2005

If we can begin Vera, when were you born?

28th September, 1916

1916 - and where were you born?

Do you want the street - Grange Road, the eighth house down - No 8 - Ibstock

Is the house still there?

Yes 

And how long did the family live there?

Well, as far as I know, my mother and father lived on Leicester Road, but I was actually born down Grange Road, the last three children were born down Grange Road and I was last but one 

Right - tell me a little bit about your family - what did your dad do? 

Oh, he was a miner - he worked at Nailstone Wood Colliery and my older brother went into the mine as well - and then after my older brother there was five daughters - I was the youngest daughter - then there was a boy to finish the family - the oldest and the youngest were boys and five daughters in between

Good gracious - and are any of your brothers and sisters still…?

No, I’m the last one 

Tell me a little bit about your dad - as a miner - in those days mums stayed at home - did she?

Oh yes

Well, she had enough children - a lot to do - how did dad’s job as a miner impact on your life - day to day life - did he come home filthy dirty?

Oh yes, mm, yes - filthy dirty, yes 

So how did he wash himself ?

Well, actually, he washed himself until he got - he’d be in the kitchen, stripped to the waist and was himself, in his hair and everything, every day - then he would ask, ‘Who’s going to wash my back?’ - so what child was available washed his back 

In those days there were no pit baths? 

Oh, no - in fact he finished years before there were - and then of course my brother went into the mine as well, but my brother, when he retired, he finished - he was at Desford Colliery, but my father started in Nailstone Wood Pit and finished in the Nailstone Wood Pit, worked there all his life 

Good grief - did he appear to enjoy that kind of life?

Well, there was nothing else to do - it was either the mine or brickyards - brick making - there was nothing else to do - he hadn’t got any alternative to going to anything

What was your earliest memory? 

My earliest memory - what of 

Anything

Well, actually, of course you know the mines, they never worked a full week and so my father, all these miners had got allotments on the other end of Ibstock - down that way - and they all got allotments and they used to spend a lot of time there, and so my job was going across the field to the allotment taking his bit of lunch and perhaps a bottle of tea - that’s what we used to do - you could walk in the fields then - and then in the summer time they’d go if anyone wanted a bit of haymaking or anything like that doing - and I can always remember my father going to help a farmer out and the fields were in Ibstock - what they used to feed the cattle on was what they used to call mangle - and he used to go and they used to be cut by hand and he used to do that, he used to go and earn a few shillings doing that - and my walk from there to go to the fields as I can remember, the fields where he used to go, was - I had to walk right down Grange Road, across the fields there, across the Overton Road to some other fields and these fields were actually off the Hinkley Road - that’s by the church at the top of the hill - because that’s where the sewerage farm were and there were one of these farms there - but you see when I used to go across there and take him anything I used to stay there with him till he came back

How old would you be? 

When I were doing that - I shouldn’t be ten

And you were on your own?

Oh, I was on me own - never had anyone to walk with - walked on my own, but you see, you could do, you knew all the fields and all the paths and everything and you weren’t a bit frightened, of course it was in daylight - but I can remember doing that 

You said that they didn’t work a full week

No, well, you see the mines didn’t work a full week then - they’d give them a day off, they’d get there and they’d say they couldn’t stay to work and sent them home

Wasn’t it that they were just, if you like, working - perhaps they weren’t so well paid, that they just needed to do the work just to survive?

Yes, that’s why he went working like that, me dad - doing different bits like that 

So did he have lots of allotment - did he have more than…?

Oh no, he only had one allotment, but we had a back garden as well, not a lot of back garden, but he set the vegetables we needed - kinder beans, that was preferable to get every day, so he didn’t have to go across to the allotment - but he used to meet all the men across there and they were all miners - they were all miners that did these allotments 
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Did he have things like pigeons over there as well?

Oh, no, no, no - he wouldn’t keep pigeons on the allotments, they’d eat the stuff, eat the cabbage - you don’t have pigeons 

But miners did have - there was a tradition wasn’t there, miners having racing pigeons?

Ah, racing pigeons, now you’re talking about that, that’s different - my father in law that lived next door, I had my in laws next door to me until they died, and he was a racing pigeon man and the lofts were down on this side where my buildings are now, but it’s down now - that’s where the lofts were - and he was a racing pigeon man - now he was a man that didn’t like gardening so he hadn’t an allotment, his pigeons were his life

Talking of the allotments, was there any - again, you hear there were flower shows and there were vegetable shows?

Oh yes, there were all that sort of thing

You dad didn’t grow vegetables to…? 

Oh, no, he grow them for the family to eat them 

He wasn’t doing like prize vegetables? 

No - we used to go to all those sort of things - but oh no, as fast as he grew it on our allotment it was used

And as you’re growing up, but kind of games did you play as a child? 

What games did we play - well, I don’t know really - well, in the summer time in nice weather, you played whip and top, shuttlecock and battledore - a bat like a - if you were lucky enough to have one - like a table tennis bat, but if not that, if somebody had cut you one out of a piece of wood 

And you had a shuttlecock ?

Yes, yes and skipping of course - but we weren’t lucky enough to have skipping ropes in those days - but we had greengrocers that used to have orange boxes - the oranges used to come in boxes like two parts, divided like that, well they used to come wrapped up with these orange ropes, you see - so if anybody knew there’s been a delivery of orange boxes, we got to take a turn for a skipping rope, but when you had the rope, it went right across the road - so there were two turners and skippers in - and you used to take a turn in the rope - if it broke we tied a knot, we got more knots than ropes sometimes - 

Now this is testing your memory, but can you remember any of the skipping rhymes that you did?

No, I couldn’t remember all of them - could Edna remember any of them?

I didn’t ask her that question, no - 

She’s perhaps not as old as me

No, she’s not as old as you 
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Not really - I can’t remember a lot of those - because you see, a lot of them were made up

Yes, of course - that’s what I’m interested in 

But - I, I can’t really know - I don’t really know - I know there were one where we all used to start with - did anyone go in - and then if there were a few of you, it was probably about five or six of you - or less than that - they’d start with them few and they as they skipped on all of a sudden it said, ‘One go out and one go in’ - so as one went out another girl went in until you’d all had a turn - that was how that one was done

Yes, and you said you used to play these games in the street? 

Oh yes, we hadn’t go nothing down, you see. That road is the approach of what they call the miners walk, that’s in the archives now, so right at the bottom of that street you went directly into the fields.  So we’d got a sloping road, that was a menace in winter time with all the lads making slides and the girls were frightened to death to walk - yes, we were, cos they used to get them that - different women with little children used to come out put things on it so it melted it: they done all sorts of things, so that they wouldn’t make slides because they were dangerous for the kids to walk on,  and we could play right till the hours of darkness and nobody would - and there were a lot of kids - lots and lots of children.  I sat the other night, since this has come, and - there was a block of four houses - that was the first four - and then there was the second block, which we was the eighth - and in those four what I’m talking about, that’d be 6, 7 - 5,6,7 and 8, there was 23 children - in them four - all different ages, some young enough to play, some old enough to go to work- but there was 23 children

Wow - and how many bedrooms did your house have?

Only three bedrooms 

So you were all sleeping in…? 

Girls in one room, boys in the other and mum and dad in another 

What like topping and tailing in a bed, were you?

Well, we - down home with us being girls we had the front room which was bigger so that held two beds - so that was alright - and me mother and me dad had the smallest room really and me older brother had the other with the little one - oh, we had a whale of a time, kids down there - our childhood down there, playing marbles and rounders and skipping and lads cricketing in the road - football - we could do everything down there 

Did you have rivalries with other streets?

Oh, no, none of that, no, no, boys and girls used to play together.  As they talk about children, boys and girls today, I mean we went with boys and girls walking miles, right up as far as the Nailstone Wood Pit which is ten fields from the bottom of that road, cos I counted them the other night in my mind - for the Miners Walk, cos they’ve been doing walks for that - I can’t manage that much to my grief now - but anyway, we used to go miles and miles - and it’d be all boys and girls and then of course, the first field, it’d got a brook running through - there’s a brook running through all those fields down there - and so we made that our recreation, we shouldn’t have done, but well
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It was a cropped field, was it? 

No, it was grass with cows in it, oh there were cows in it and we were walking about - but the brook itself, it was always recognised that a lot of the water came from the Ibstock colliery, in the mine, but we used to go down there the lads would be cricketing, footballing and they’d ask the girls to do a bit of fielding.  If we were on the outskirts, they’d say, ‘Are you going to field for us?’ Well, we used to field, but we didn’t have an innings because we daren’t because of throwing the ball, they might have thrown the ball the wrong way - but we used to do a bit of fielding for them - and used to jump in brooks - used to go down there doing that - and then, of course, in the summer we used to go paddling and we used to go over a bridge, straightaway near the iron gate (?)  and what we used to do was, which we shouldn’t have done, block the whole of the bridge so the water weren’t going through, so we got deeper water until the farmer come - his cattle ain’t got no water in the next field, so then we used to do a quick move so far through the iron gate (?), somebody’d keep watch and when Mr Crane (?) had gone, we used tell us, we were back again - so that’s what we used to do - but in our long summer holidays, we was never bored - and we used to make all our own enjoyment - boys and girls alike - but we used to go down there perhaps early in the morning and if we were going to be down there a long while we used to perhaps take a bit of bread and jam or something with us - but we never took water, because in this field, we’d got two beautiful springs 

The first field?

Mmm, there were two springs in there and the water used to run into the brook as well - it come out of a pipe 

And you were saying that you’d counted, you’d been thinking about this and you’d counted 10 fields - did they all have different names - did you, as children, know the fields by names - by their - when I say official names, but by the name the farmer would know them - or didn’t…? 

Well, the only thing I know - I was remembering - what field would it be - the fifth field was a big field and at the top of the field was the farm house, but at the bottom there was another brook running through there as ran somewhere else, but I don’t know where that went, but there was a brook there, but that was where the conker trees were - so that was another thing we had to do, go conkering with the lads, we used to go down there and find bits of wood to throw up to knock them out - and there was a brook there with a plank over and we always used to say, where are we walking, are we going by Battram Plank

Batter?

Battram(!!)

Battram Plank?

Yes, we used to say - are we going by Battram Plank- so we used to go there, but that was on the way to - two more fields there’s be, might be three, if we turned to the left when we got to the top we was in the village of Battram - and then two more fields we should be on the opening for the Nailstone Wood Pit - that’s a long way for children 

It is, it is, yes - and you were saying about the Miners Walk - what was this? 

That’s the way I’m talking about, through the Battram Plank

Now was this an official…?

Oh yes - the miners used to walk it because they had to walk to work.  Some of them didn’t own a pushbike - if you hadn’t got a bicycle, you walked - when they come down Grange Road and got to that first hand (?) gate they’d got 10 fields before they got to the opening - then they’d got to go into the yard and get down into the pit and work and then walk it back.    We used to see them going about 9 o’clock at night to get to the pit for 10 if they were on the night shift - and we used to do the regular mileage - well, they all knew the children and  me dad used to go nights as well - and if we was out playing – ‘In, In’,he used to say, ‘In’ - we used to go in, but as soon as he’d gone into the first field by the hand(?) gate, we used to be out again

You were saying this thing about the boys with the cricket or boys with the conkers, sounds as if you were like - well, not handmaidens - but what were the girls…? 
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They used to be down there picking the conkers up, because they’re in shells

Were you playing conkers?

No, we used to go down with them

No, but games did you girls play? 

No, I didn’t play them, the boys did on the string

Besides skipping, what other games did girls…?

Well, whip and top, we always had whip and top - and if you’d got a tennis ball you had to put your name on it, but very often your name went as well as the ball, because them sort of things was - you didn’t have them easy, they weren’t like they are today - we took care of everything we got, you see, but you could amuse yourself even throwing a ball up into the air and catching it or throwing it against the wall and catching and all that sort of thing

I just wondered

And hopscotch - we used to play hopscotch 

The other thing I wondered about is whether you did things like daisy chains?

Oh well, we did, sit in the first field, gather the daisy chains

They were in the first field?

Yes, all in the first field 

Did you ever as a kid, maybe as an older kid - ever do things like press flowers? 

We did take some to press and we had to take different leaves and different things to school - for drawing purposes and colouring, that sort of thing - we used to take coloured leaves and things like that - oh aye, we used to go daisy chaining - and I’ll tell you something else - I don’t know if a lot of children will know this - but you see the buttercup in the mown grass is not the first one - it’s the celandine and it grows under the hedges - it’s a brighter yellow, that’s the first one - and that was the one we used to get as kids - and if it was wide out we used to go underneath the chin - hold it under, and if it shone,’Oh, you like butter, you like butter’.  You see, it was obvious it was going to shine all the time, it never did anything any different, did it?  So that’s what we did with that - but daisy chains we used to do, yes, we used to do a lot of that - and walk about with them - and we used to look for daisies that had got a red tint on that sort of looked prettier on the chains than the white ones, but we used to do all different things in the fields - and we used to go - oh, if we were hungry up the fields we used to …..    In the second field - that’s Mr Crane that owned the first field, he used to have this field, he used to - we used to walk that one, there weren’t a path in that, but he used to do half of it with corn and then in the other half there’d be turnips - as we called them turnips, but they called them swedes today, if you’re eating them for a vegetable today they’re swedes but when we was children when they were growing in the fields, they were turnips - and they were just the same - and if we were hungry we used to go and fetch one of them - we used to go and fetch one of them - and if any boy were there that was fortunate enough to have a what we called a short knife, a what is it

I know what you mean - penknife really

Yes, we called them shut knives, - they’d take the tope off and peel them and then - I don’t know what we used to do if nobody’s got any knives, but the gates was iron gates so perhaps we got the top off with the iron gate - but we used to go up there and fetch that - we used to sit down on the fields and eat that 

I was going to say did you - I’ve lost my thread now - I had a question all lined up - I was going to ask about Sundays 

Oh Sundays, oh dear - Sunday school, got to go to Sunday school - mother and dad didn’t go, but we’d got to go - and I - we used to go twice a day, twice on a Sunday  - and then when we used to come out on Sundays in the summer time, we were early coming out, we used to go walking - don’t know how many miles we used to walk, we’d go all round the fields and everywhere round here, we knew every footpath - just children

You didn’t go as a family - that was one of the things I was wondering, did you go as a family?

Oh no, no, mother’s ain’t got time to go walking
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I just wondered if it was Sunday whether…?

Oh no - no, no - because there were that many - no - there were that many children, one used to take care of the other - in fact I would think that I were one of the younger ones because my older sisters didn’t want to take the younger ones of course, but they had to do - we used to go blackberrying when the blackberries were about - we used to go.  Perhaps my sister, not the one next to me, the one five year older than me, of course she didn’t always want to take me, but she had to take me, and she’d have a basket - if you’d been lucky enough to get a strawberry basket, you know, like they used to have strawberries in - and she’d have to put them all in that - the blackberries - and then take them home.  They was either made into blackberry and apple jam, blackberry and apple pudding, also blackberry vinegar - they’d do that - and that was what we used to do if we were going along a walk - take something to put something in 

Just thinking about other products and things like elderberries 

Yes, well people used to make elderberry wine. (clock sounds) If anyone was making elderberry wine we used to, as children, be up the fields - they’d say, are you going to get us some - and dandelion - used to have to break the heads off dandelions and take the dandelions home, used to make dandelion flower wine 

Did your dad and mum do that? 

No, my dad didn’t drink or smoke 

Really, that was unusual in those days wasn’t it?

Now me mother liked a drink of beer and opposite the top of Grange Road there was what we called a beer off licence and of course I wouldn’t be very old, and I used to go up and fetch it, but I used to have to take a bottle to have it in and then they knew who I was, you see, and then over the top was put a sticky label 

So you couldn’t?

No - 

So you couldn’t have a surreptitious bit on your way home?

No, I didn’t cos I never drank myself 

You also – never? 

No

Not even tried it? 

No - 

Good gracious, that is quite unusual, isn’t it - I know the question I was going to ask - this is going back on ourselves a bit - I was just wondering, when you were wandering around in the fields and everywhere else, whether there were places which you didn’t go because they were - kind of legends - oh, you don’t want to go there cos there’s a monster in the woods - you know what I mean, how kids can be, did you ever have that kind of thing? 

Oh, we were never frightened - the only thing - we got up on the second field - up there - was an isolation hospital 

When was that there from?

I don’t know, that had been there - that was there when I was a child - and there was a ward for scarlet fever and one for diphtheria and they used to fetch the patients in a black covered in cab and a horse - horse drawn - and it was taken by - it couldn’t get up the fields that way so it was took on a road by the allotments down there up to - straight up to it - of course, we never used to go near there, we used to go by it 

Did you parents tell you you might catch something? 

You’re talking about catching something?  In number 9, there was a little girl in there, Evelyn, she was a little bit younger than me, and she’d got a brother the same age as me, and I was friendly there, we used to go in one another’s houses how children do and the day - she had diphtheria and I can remember mother saying - I went in that morning and said she’d got diphtheria and I can always remember my mother saying, ‘You’ll catch it, you know’ - but I went in - I can always remember going in - and she died, up there - mm, yes, so that we knew was up there – 
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As you were growing up, in the twenties, or was it the thirties, wasn’t there a big outbreak of TB, wasn’t TB quite common?

Yes, well, TB - there was a girl next door but one to us, she was my - which sister, not me oldest sister, the next one, the same age as that one, and she died - she died with TB - well, now you see it’s coming back 

So they say, yes - but you as a child were pretty healthy then? 

I can only remember having measles - I had scarlet fever when I was 22 - the year I was married - I was 22 and the doctor said I had caught it off - I worked in the shoe trade and I’d caught it off the leather 

Good gracious, I didn’t know you could do that kind of thing 

Well, I went to - I was away part of the April and all of the May - 1939 I was in there - and I had - I know I had Easter that year in the isolation hospital at Markfield - and I was away 6 weeks 

In an isolation hospital?

Mm, afore I came home and of course the others had gone from home then, they was away and married - there was only Harold, my younger brother, and me at home then - and the bedroom - I asked, I still had the big bedroom, still left me in there, and it had to be sealed off and all the clothes and all the clothes off my back had to go to the isolation hospital to be done - and then they were delivered back to my mother.  Yes, I was in there six weeks - then when I came home, we had to let the doctor know, Dr Meldrum, that I could come home because I wasn’t allowed to go to the surgery.  And he came and visited me and I was left with rheumatism in my left knee and he said it perhaps won’t trouble you for years, but sometime in your life it will, and it is now, in that knee - more so than the right one - and then I had a month at home and during that month - and bear in mind I were courting - I couldn’t go to the cinema, I couldn’t go in a shop, and I couldn’t pass money over at all - and I was at home a month before I could go to work - so it was 10 weeks  - that was for scarlet fever - and then they treat it now as nothing, but - diseases don’t alter, it’s people that alter - so you see 

And as a kid, what school did you go to? 

One opposite to where I was born - that was the infants - and it was Church of England 

What was it called?

It was just called Ibstock Infant School - it was Church of England - and the one at the top what’s been made the unit now to do with the - you know, different things that’s happening in the village - the old school, that’s all been done into different rooms and things, it’s beautiful - I went to that one, I went to the Infants School, then I went to that one, only one class in there and the teacher’s name, I can remember the teacher’s name there, Miss Bourne, and then I went from there to the Junior, that was Junior Council, them two were Church of England, both Church of England, and then I went to the Council, then I finished up here - so I went to all four schools - but you see, in the summer time in the warm weather, which was different then, lovely warm weather, when the children were out at playground, the mothers that had got 
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children in them first lot of houses, always used to take them a drink cos there was no means of getting a drink - used to take jugs of water to the rails - one cup, everybody had a drink out of it - everybody drank out of the same cup - all the kids had a drink out of the same cup - but that’s what used to happen, you see 

And when it came to - I was going to say, any particular memories you’ve got of school  - any memorable incidents from school? 

No, not really I haven’t - only that - not in the younger ones - but when you got to the main school up here which was built in 1925, this one up here

By the time you went there it was still fairly new? 

Yes, and my husband who was two years older than me, so he’d be one of the first - anyway, but up there they had Sports Days and all sorts of things - they had Houses, Red, Green, Blue, Yellow - the names - do you want them

Go on then

Well, Red was Cranbourne, Blue was Sherwood, Green was Charnwood and Yellow was Arden - that was the four houses and when you was at that school you were in one of those houses - and you used to have a Sports Day and you used to play against one another - used to have races and hurdling, high jump, long jump - used to have an annual Sports Day 

How old were you when you left school?

14 - well I was 14 in the September, but I couldn’t leave because my birthday was at the end of September so I had to go to Christmas 

And when you came out of school, what were the choices of work for you then?

Well, none in the village - all the girls had to travel - my sister worked for a shoe factory at Barwell, George Wards, and she got me a job - but I couldn’t go, you see, at the September, which they expected me starting, but they did keep it open and I went after the Christmas holidays and I was there till I left to have my son 

What was your job? 

Well, it was lining the boots - in the machinists right from the start to the finish of the making of a shoe after it was cut into pieces - when it come cut into pieces - putting it together, different operations - different girls had different operations 

So there’d be a place where they cut the hide up and then they’d bring it into you in bits and…? 

They were clickers - they were called clickers the men were 

The ones that cut it?
Yes - in big presses 

But by the time it came to you?

It was all in pieces 

And did you kind of move around and take different parts of the shoe as you? 

Oh no, no, we didn’t do that - it was delivered to us and we did one part - then it passed on to someone else to do another part - but you didn’t move from where you was - you used that same machine - until you - you perhaps stayed on that job for quite some time until there came a vacancy on another job and you moved a step up

And this was Wards?

George Wards

Whereabouts was it? 

Barwell

How many people did it employ? 

Oh, hundreds 

Is it still there? 

No, none of them are, you got four factories - the one I worked in was the main factory and that was called Arthur Street and my brother, my younger brother, when he started to work - he didn’t go in the mine - he went in shoes and he worked in the one called Hill Street - that was away from this one - but this one was the main factory that I worked at - but he started with, then he finished up with three more factories, you see, big concern it was 

Were the hides - did they come locally?

I don’t know where they come from - because my husband - my husband that was - worked at another shoe factory and he was what you called a pressman and he cut the leather out that made the soles, he made soles, sole cutting

How did you meet your husband?
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How did we meet any of them down here - up and down High Street - boys and girls - cos several - I mean quite a few girls married local boys, village boys, same as I did - a lot of girls did that 

Was it when you - cos Edna was telling me it was called the Monkey Parade - was it called that when you were a kid? 

I suppose really, but - it was called that I suppose, but I never use to call it that name cos it was only across the High Street, you see, we never used to go for that - stop and talk to this gang of lads and that - if you got in a doorway, you were scuffed out by the sergeant 

He’d come and tell you to get out of the doorway? 

Got a pair of black leather gloves in his hand - the boys didn’t like that - they didn’t like that - Sergeant Screaton (?) his name was and they used to have capes then and when his arms came from under his cape he’d have a pair of black leather gloves in case the boys were - they didn’t misbehave much really - they didn’t back answer cos you daren’t do - but that’s what we used to do, up and down - used to talk, talk to them all from everywhere 

How old were you when you started walking up and down there - what age did that start from?

Fourteen 

And when you finally kind of - pair up with someone - did you continue to go there or did you go on walks elsewhere - what kind of things did you do? 

Do you want to know what we done when I started to go with him? I was fifteen.  I was fifteen - I was fifteen in the September, and I used to talk to him a lot really, but after, it would be after the Christmas time, I’d see him a time or two along the High Street, never done anything, but anyway - he was seventeen, I was fifteen.  Well, if you went walking as a couple - you just walked together, you didn’t hold arms, just talked general with them - you’d walk round the field perhaps, but the most likely walk was what we called round Belcher’s Bar - and we used to go down Overton Road and that was called Oswald’s - it was Locker’s Lane cos there was a house down there and there was someone there name Locker - down Locker’s Lane, then it was called Lover’s Lane cos everybody used to go round there and back and also there is the Manor House down there where the doctors surgeries all were on the left - but round the Bar was the most walked round there, by couples, you always knew you were going to meet somebody.  You were never on your own round there, never.  You perhaps stopped on the bridge where the bridge were and stopped there for a rest and then went a bit further - then walked back - but you never did - no vandalism - nothing - just general walking - but I went to Sunday School until I was fifteen, I used to go twice till I was fourteen, and after I was fifteen I went three times on Sunday

Was that through choice or were you told to..? 

Choice - my choice - and that was the Chapel opposite the Junior School - and that was the Chapel where I was christened and I went there until I was fifteen, I had my bible there when I was fourteen - cos I was friendly with a girl, didn’t live near me, lived on the Melbourne Road, she was there - and she and her mother were quite near to the chapel - they were big chapel people - we used to go three times - I 
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always remember May used to say, ‘Vera look, my mother’s on the doorstep, she’s watching as we go in’ - cos she daren’t stop away, May daren’t - and, of course, I used to go with her - and then after then - after I was fifteen, I met John 

So after you were fifteen you kind of stopped going to the Sunday School then?

I didn’t go there so much, no 

What kind of chapel was it - what religion was it? 

It was what’s called in our village Wesleyan Reform - well, I suppose really, it wasn’t Strict Methodist, if you know what I mean, but Ranters as they called it

Sorry?
Did you know what they called Primitive Methodists - Ranters

Ranters - oh really, so they were the Primitive?

Now that was where Edna lived, down there - there was an opening up to their row of houses where she was Meadow Row, did she tell you about that Meadow Row

Yes, she did 

An opening up there and there was the Primitive Chapel on one side and on the other side was a pub called the Wagon and Horses - and my sister kept that 

Really, oh?

So I know all Edna’s family!   

Cos her mum used to clean there she said 

And I did with her mother when I weren’t very old - I’ve scrubbed the kitchen floors down there with Ede being at one end and me being at the other - oh yes

So your church, the Prims were the more fundamental?

Ours were the Reform, we used to go from the Green Road, opposite there, we used to go up what we called the Gitty and it used to connect with Melbourne Road and that’s where the Church were that I went

Oh, that’s really interesting, you used to walk up the Gitty - that’s for an alley way is it - are they all called gitties or are they called by different names - are all the back alleys, are they all called gitties round here?

No, that was a gitty - now there was another one - a sort of a - only about like that - I don’t think you could cycle down it - only walk through - and that’s at the side of the doctor’s surgery now, now that was called - it’s proper name was Reform Road and that’s where the Wesley Reform movement started there in an old chapel there, and that was called Reform Road, but we always called it Narrow Lane 

Interesting, yes - are there other places which over time have changed - that when you were a kid growing up or when you were a young woman, that they had different names and now they’ve got different names - they’re called something else - or people of your generation that you were talking to you would say such and such a place - a bit like you were saying there, Reform Lane, or whatever, people nowadays would say, where do you mean - are there any places you still call by…? 

You see I know all the older places - but all these new places that have been built - new streets and that, I mean I would have to find out if I wanted to go to one of them because they’re not as our village were because when we’d got a village, we had got a village - nothing else - and there’s one particular place that’s - where this Narrow Lane is at the side of the doctor’s surgery, opposite side of the road is what is called South Road.  Now as a child, I used to go with another friend of mine, house on the corner, and it wasn’t - we never knew it as South Row - we knew it was South Row, but we never called it that, it was called Harrison’s Yard - somebody lived there named Harrison - so it got called Harrison’s Yard - and Grange Road, where I was born, was called School Fields 

Interesting, yes - 

And now they’ve got the names on the streets - on Grange Road it says, underneath - also called School Fields - you see, but that’s what it were - and it’s down the bottom there where the Miner’s Walks were 

And it’s called the Miner’s Walk - cos the other thing, I’ve been to places where - this is why I was asking about Sundays, a place where they had actually created a walk where people would go on a Sunday, almost as exercise

Oh, no, we didn’t - we got walks round here as far as Battram ,right to Nailstone right through round the village called Odstone and back by Heather - it were nothing for us as children to perhaps do one of those walks - it would be about 6 mile.  And if there was a place where you could cut through and cut it in half with a couple of fields, you’d go across that and cut it shorter
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Were there any special events during the year - high days and holidays - community things? 

Well, all the churches - you see, the Baptist Church is up here, that’s where I finished up with my husband cos they were staunch Baptists - the Chapels all had what they called a Sermon Sunday - an Anniversary Sunday - and the one where I went to at the Reform was always - had platforms up and they’d perhaps be 100 girls and 100 boys - and used to have rows and that and sit - and it was always the second Sunday in May the one, we always used to go to that - and I sat up on there till I was fourteen - up there - right on the top row nearly to the ceiling 

Why did they do that then? 

It was to get money to keep the church going, I mean the church - they didn’t get a lot of money, if they got £50, they got a lot of money - 

Yes, but what were they doing to get that money? 

We used to just sing - but we weren’t allowed to - we had hymn sheets - we had them for weeks before and had to learn them by heart - we weren’t allowed a hymn sheet standing up, you’d got to know them all 

And when you say Sermon Sunday…? 

Used to get new clothes, used to have to have a new dress - and you could get everything in the village – everything….  Everything - hats and everything - you could get a suit, shoes - it was a long while before my husband died - he’s been dead six years this July, and we used to often talk when - after - he retired 20 years, he was 85 when he died, and we often used to talk about what went off, you know, years ago, and we sat one night and counted the shops along High Street, and from what we call Manton’s (?) Corner, that’s where there’s a bad S bend at the end of High Street before you get to the church, and that was called Manton’s Corner because there was a plumber lived on the corner called Mr Manton, so if you were going down there, you say, ‘Going round Manton’s corner’ - well, we started there and went right through High Street right to a shop that - used to be two or three down Curzon Street by Edna’s there, I know one was a beer off

A what?

A beer place, a beer off licence and then there was two on the other - right from there to Manton’s Corner that was all of High Street, and how many do you reckon was there 

20? 

You could guess and guess and guess and you’d never guess - 69 

Shops?

Shops - there was men’s outfitters and shoe shops and there was wall paper shops, there was the Star Supply Stores, Worthington Stores, chemists, fish shops - there was everything - saddlers, barbers, greengrocery,  and butchers 

But people didn’t have cars then, did they? 

No - that’s what you call village life

It is, yes 

Tis - yes, there were 69 - that wasn’t counting any of the shops in the other streets - the other shops where people would have - in a house like this, they’d have a small sweet shop stuck in the room on the front, cos they never called them lounges and parlours, cos very often if we went in a house and we said, ‘Is so and so in, are they coming out?’, they’d say, ‘You can go in the front Vera, they’re in there’ - they wouldn’t say parlour or lounge - it would be just the front - that’d be the room, room on the 
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front - but that was how many shops, we’d got every mortal thing - plumbers and everything - 69 - we’d got how many butchers on High Street, there was Walter Cranes, there was Dunnicliffes, Prestons, Bayliss’s, and Newmans.  We’d got three bakeries - three, one at the bottom of the road opposite Edna’s and it’s now a house, then we’d got one at the bottom of Gladstone Street, which we always called Eakin’s Lane cos somebody named Eakin lived in it, and there was one near there, and there was one in this street.  Opposite me is a white house, that was a small holding, they had cows and everything, used to go there for milk when I were first married - straight opposite the road, and there was a bakery the same as like that opposite the Baptist Chapel and  there’s new houses there now but that’s where the baker were - Adcocks - Adcocks, Mees and Newmans - that was - Newman’s the bakery was brother to Newman the butcher - he were one side, the bakery the other. 

Yes, yes, and in terms of - obviously they’re weren’t many cars around - when you were a kid, were there already motor coaches, charabancs around or was it horse and cart - how did you get around?

Oh yes, horse and carts.  When we were first married we had our coal fetched from South Colliery pit with a chap who’d got cows and things and he’d got a dray and a lovely shire horse - open dray, just a flat top - and he used to fetch the coal.  But you had to get it in, you know - it was put at the end of the entry and then we’d got to push it round

You say, we, what the kids - that was a job for kids? 

Well, I used to help my dad get it in down at Grange Road, but we had to when we were first married from there - cos this started up with a beautiful range here, really lovely range - 

So you’ve lived in this all your married life? 

Yes - 

So when did you get married, what year?

The ninth of the ninth thirty nine - now reckon that out - the first Saturday of the war - I was born in one war and got married the first week in the next 

Crikey - what a momentous time then really

His father owned this - they lived next door - I was in Markfield - took quite unusual proposals - I was in Markfield with scarlet fever and of course you had to talk to people through windows and visiting was on Sunday afternoon at Markfield, and John used to be the first there and he used to have to walk from the main road, the Leicester Road, get off  at Markfield and walk right down the Ratby Lane to the hospital and, he came one week and just asked me how I were and that sort of thing - and the next thing was, ‘How would you like to be married ?’- I looked at him and I said - I didn’t say yes and I didn’t say no, I just said, ‘Where are we going to live?’  ‘Well’, he says, ‘you know Herbert and Amy Morton who live in the house next door to me dad and mum?’, I says, ‘Yes’. ‘Well, they’re leaving, they’re buying a house down Copson Street, so me dad wanted to know if I’d got any intentions of getting married soon or when’ So he says, ‘Well’….We’ve never talked about it actually, we thought it would happen one day, but we didn’t talk about it - cos we’d not got a lot of money - so anyway, he - I says, ‘Well, I don’t know’, I says, ‘Well, I think we will’. Anyway, that was that.  So by the time I came out of Markfield I was going to get married, so I was married in the September and the first Wednesday -  the war was declared on the Sunday and on the Wednesday
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there was an Ibstock girl getting married, she weren’t marrying an Ibstock fellow though, I knew her, and she was a bit older than me, and she got married on the Wednesday, and then I was the first one on the Saturday.  So I was the first one in Ibstock Church on the Saturday of the last war: and when we were married and in the vestry the rector said to me, ‘You’ll never forget your wedding day, it’s the ninth of the ninth thirty nine’ - and that was a fortnight before I was 23 and John was 25

I’m going to change the subject because I’m very conscious - goodness, we’ve already gone over the hour, but I wanted to ask you one last question - this place round here now is in the middle of a National Forest

Oh yes, it is

Of all the places round here, and it might be a place you’ve grown to love since you were married or whatever - but have you got a favourite place around here - a favourite place in the countryside - or maybe it isn’t in the countryside, a favourite place that’s got special memories or…? 

Well, no not really, cos all round the village - everywhere you went were memories to you - and there’s things that have been done now with the National Forest that probably someone my age will never see.  I’ve been to Conkers, I went there after my husband died cos then I started - I thought, well, ‘I can’t sit in four walls, I’ve got to do something’ - although I was eighty odd weren’t I?.  So I rejoined the library which I’d lapsed from, I started back at the chapel where I go - I go Thursday nights there, Baptists Sundays, there Thursdays. I rejoined back again there so I could go out Thursday nights and then I joined the Historical Society.  So you see - and also up the chapel here they had a blind group come every fortnight, then they started to come every week, I think, and the woman doing the sessions,… well, I went to help her a bit, and then she sort of sidled out of it and I was left with it - so I did that for five and a half years - I’ve done that five and a half years after my husband died - voluntary work for the blind at the church - and I did go to Conkers with them - helping out with them otherwise I don’t suppose I should have gone - and I have been to Moira Furnaces where they’ve done all the canal work, but I went there with the Historical Society.  If I could walk - if I could walk, where I would walk - it wouldn’t be Sence Valley, it’s be over that way by Battram Plank because that as now - now you see during the war they ripped all the hedges up made the fields bigger for farmers, so they took all the bird life away, lot of bird life and natural life, and they fellow now that’s up there, Andrew Mosley (?) , he owns part of the farm that is the original farm house, he doesn’t live there, he lives at - now where does he live?, At Staunton Harold way - he didn’t originate from here, (cos I learnt this through the Historical Society), I think he came from Kent way - but he had a lot of money left him, this is how we’ve been to understand, and he wanted to do something for the environment and of all places he chose here, and he’s up there, and he’s in part ownership of the house, I think, with the son of the last farmer that lived there, and he wants to bring all this back to what it used to be - he wants to bring the hedges back and the meadows - all the barns and things that was vanished - he wants to bring them back - I have never - cos it’s walking - I’ve never had the privilege of going up there - but my son’s been - now my son lives at Solihull and, of course, you see all those fields around there were my son’s territory as well as mine - cos he was here - and Rachel that runs the
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Community Shop there, she’s wonderful, she is, she does all these walks - she did one walk and I told John about it and he said, ‘Well, next time there’s another one will you tell me?’  Anyway I did - she always did them on Monday night - so he made it his business to come home during the afternoon cos they were done at night, and go on this walk - and I says, ‘I’m ever so sorry I can’t go’ - he says, ‘No, you can’t go’, he says, ‘you’d get to the fields and then I’d have to bring you back’ - not as I’m a cripple or anything, I can do all me work and that sort of thing - so he said, ‘Well’, -but when he came back, he said, ‘Oh mum’, I said, ‘What?’ He says, ‘Oh, you wouldn’t know it, you wouldn’t know it up there, there’s trees and trees set and there’s things done - new bridges made over the water and different things’.  He says ‘Battram Plank’s gone and it’s got a new bridge over it’ he says, ‘and the little spinney that was on the side near the brook with the silver birch’ - cos he was a nature lover, like me, cos I used to take him over all these fields.  And he says, ‘I’ll tell you one thing that’s left’, I says, ‘What?’ He says, ‘The two conker trees’ - cos I used to take him conkering - and he says, ‘Oh yes, they’re left’ - but he says, ‘Up there it will be wonderful when he’s done all this work, wonderful ‘- cos he has done - I don’t know where he’d done this cycle path, I think he has - but they say what a wonderful job he’s doing - but you see, it’s money, money 

Ok, well, thank you so much for that - that’s wonderful
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