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Welcome to the Science Learning Centre  
East Midlands
Primary Support Autumn Term 2012

Welcome to the Autumn Term Primary update which outlines our programme offering the very 
best continuing professional development (CPD) across the region. 

This update outlines our provision for the forthcoming autumn and early spring terms but we 
also offer a broad range of services for individual staff, schools or clusters. This includes CPD 
needs analysis, subject specific audits, general science education advice and mentoring as well 
as designing tailor made bespoke CPD sessions of any length.

For an increasing number of our primary schools we regularly provide whole school bespoke 
CPD as well as tailoring suites of twilight sessions aimed at specific needs. Whatever your 
needs are for science education we can offer advice and support so please contact us to  
find out more.

We also have a range of techniques aimed at measuring the impact of CPD and this is an 
important aspect of our work.

A Primary Science Coordinator with whom we recently organised a bespoke whole school CPD 
day commented:

“The trainer was very approachable with excellent resources and could not be more 
helpful. Excellent training session with lots of ideas and suggestions. It has made science 
interesting and fun again. Thank you.”

Please call us directly to book a place or to find out more about our activities on 0116 252 3771.

Our team look forward to welcoming you to our CPD sessions very soon.

Sue Bull 
Director

Claire Simpson 
Deputy Director
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Primary Support Services

Our support for primary schools includes a bespoke or tailor made service 
where, working alongside you, we can develop CPD specially designed for 
your teachers and school. The CPD can be of any length from a few hours 
to a whole day and be completely tailor made to meet your needs. We will 
develop your ideas and identify and liaise with a high quality trainer who will 
then deliver what you need, when you need it! 

However, we can deliver much more than CPD and we have a range of 
support options and packages available to suit all needs and budgets. 

For example:

• Do you need to work on providing exciting contexts & strategies for the 
children you teach?

• Do you need to improve your pupil’s practical, enquiry or  
investigation skills?

• Do you need help to differentiate and personalise the science curriculum?

• Do you require strategies for assessment and management of learning in 
order to raise attainment in science?

If this is the case then we are best placed to help! Our design and deliver 
‘packages’ of support can incorporate face-to-face sessions as well as 
ongoing mentoring and coaching throughout the 
year. Our offer is much wider than the CPD 
sessions found in this leaflet so please 
contact us to find out more.



Face to Face Support 
CPD out of school

One of the benefits of coming out of school to attend CPD is the opportunity to 
network with other colleagues from across the region, share good ideas and be able  
to spend time fully focused on an aspect of work.

CPD Support in School

Much of the CPD in our programme can be run in your school for your staff. This can 
be a very cost effective way of ensuring staff have access to the very best science CPD 
costing from £85 per person! Support within school can be beneficial by providing 
opportunities for groups of staff or for the whole staff to work collaboratively.

We are also in a position to organise CPD for both clusters and families of schools. 
Bringing staff together facilitates sharing of ideas and good practice. We are also 
experienced at developing cross phase CPD giving primary and secondary colleagues 
the opportunity to work together.

East Midlands: Find out more

Please contact us to find out more about our activities, request literature  
and more information, to enquire about bespoke opportunities or to make  
a booking.

Science Learning Centre East Midlands 
University of Leicester 
School of Education 
21 University Road 
Leicester LE1 7RF

Tel:  0116 252 3771 
Fax:  0116 252 5772 
Email:  slcem@le.ac.uk
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The Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM)™

EMC12552 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12552

The Primary Science Quality Mark™ award programme is a tried and tested way to raise the 
profile of science in primary schools. The year-long programme for science subject leaders 
offers the incentive and framework to improve the quality of science teaching and learning, 
extend the breadth and richness for the science curriculum and stimulate teachers’ and 
children’s excitement in the subject. The fee includes all five twilight sessions running from 
4pm to 6.30pm plus ongoing support from your hub leader.

Session fee: £595 
Dates: 03 Oct 2012, 07 Nov 2012, 27 Feb 2013,  
23 Apr 2013 and 04 Jun 2013 
Venue: University of Nottingham

Developing the Role of the Science  
Subject Leader

EMC12044  www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12044

On this 2 day CPD session (with an interim 1 day online element) new subject leaders will 
be given help to understand their role more fully. On day 1 we will explore the current 
national priorities for primary science and how your school might need to adapt to meet 
these priorities. Subject leaders are expected to manage and lead and you will discuss the 
differences between these roles. You will be set a task to engage in online discussion with 
the other new leaders before day 2. The agenda of day 2 will be based on a needs analysis of 
those attending.

Session fee: £430 
Dates: 06 Nov 2012 & 21 Feb 2013 
Venue: Bilborough College, Nottingham

£400



Wizarding and Beyond: Science in Literature

EMC11109 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/em/emc11109

This exciting and engaging session will focus on the use of adventure wizard books for children 
and how they can be used to fuse science and inspiring writing for all pupils. Popular wizard 
based texts can stimulate and encourage reading and the day will explore how these can 
be best utilised to support science in school. The day will be suitable for both KS1 and KS2 
colleagues and will feature a number of hands on science activities to enrich and support a 
creative approach to science in literature within the primary curriculum. 

Session fee: £160

Date: 13 Nov 2012 
Venue: Sherwood E-ACT Academy, Nottingham

Date: 26 Feb 2013 
Venue: University of Leicester

Essential Science Enquiry

EMC12240  www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12240

On this one day CPD session you will examine strategies for organising, managing and 
monitoring effective scientific enquiry throughout the primary school. You will explore 
a range of starting points for different types of enquiry that will broaden the children’s 
experiences of investigations. You will discuss children’s planning skills at different ages and 
consider how you can ensure progression across the school.

(Please note: the session planned for November will focus on using puppets in scientific enquiry.)

Session fee: £160

Date: 14 Nov 2012 (Puppet focus) 
Venue: University of Leicester

Date: 28 Jan 2013 
Venue: University of Leicester

£150



Science Learning C
entre East M

idlands

Using ICT to support Science 

EMC12555 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12555

On this one day CPD session you will gain hands-on practical experience using ICT in 
science. You will explore curriculum applications and consider the best use of ICT to enhance 
scientific enquiry. Using technology in the primary classroom is engaging and motivational 
as ICT enables pupils to see the unseen, make detailed observations and enhances their 
abilities to communicate their understanding of the world around them.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 23 Nov 2012 
Venue: Leicestershire

Raising Attainment in Science

EMC12550  www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12550

On this one day CPD session we will review the latest theories of how children learn in 
science, including identifying misconceptions and strategies for dealing with them. In 
addition we will explore how diagnostic science tests can be used to identify areas of 
weakness and how they can be used to plan for interventions to address these. We will 
explore how it is possible to move good lessons to outstanding by focussing on the learning 
that is going on in the classroom so that all children can achieve their potential.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 27 Nov 2012 
Venue: University of Leicester

£150



Why Didn’t I Think of That?

EMC11120 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/em/emc11120

Ingenious inventions are all around us, but do we really think about how these things work 
and how they make our everyday lives easier and often more fun? Where would we have 
been without Silly Putty, Rubik’s Cube and Space popping candy? This session will encourage 
you to engage & develop children’s enquiry skills by investigating the inventions that 
children are excited by. Other cross curricular connections to History and DT will also be 
explored during the day.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 29 Nov 2012 
Venue: Snibston Discovery Park, Leicestershire

Science at the Movies

EMC11119 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/em/emc11119

Films and their characters’ are an excellent way to engage your children to start looking 
into the science and DT behind the stories. Could your children have helped ‘Buzz Light Year’ 
rescue ‘Woody’ from the evil clutches of the nursery baddies? Would their knowledge of air 
resistance and friction been able to help them investigate a way to carry out the rescue? 
What else might float or sink in ‘Shrek’s’ swamp? Could they create a stronger material 
than hair to rescue the princess in ‘Tangled’? Other cross curricular connections will also be 
looked at in this day long session.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 30 Nov 2012 
Venue: University of Leicester

The Early Years: Science in the New Statutory Framework 

EMC12553 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12553

On this one day CPD session you will explore how science contributes to the characteristics of 
effective teaching and learning identified in the new statutory framework. This will include a 
focus on the use of the immediate environment and relevant ICT resources. There will also be a 
chance to evaluate effective assessment strategies to use with young children. 

Session fee: £160 
Date: 05 Dec 2012 
Venue: University of Leicester
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Assessment in Primary Science

EMC12247  www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12247

On this one day CPD session you will discuss how assessment for learning and the accurate 
assessment of learning are central to effective classroom practice. You will explore a range of 
assessment techniques to help you track pupils’ progress and discuss which strategies might 
be most suitable for your school. You will consider how assessment of pupils’ understanding 
can inform your future teaching.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 23 Jan 2013 
Venue: University of Leicester

Developing Child Led Science Investigations 

EMC12241 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12241

During this CPD session you will explore how to draw out children’s ideas that can be used 
lead to more independent enquiry. You will try out a range of strategies to inspire children to 
greater involvement and enjoyment in science so that they will be encouraged to raise their 
own questions to investigate.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 29 Jan 2013 
Venue: University of Leicester

Scientific Play and Exploration for Young Children  
(age 3-7)

EMC12049 www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/12049

On this CPD session you will explore how play-based learning encourages more active learning 
throughout the Early Years and KS1. You will try out ideas for practical science that can be used 
with young children to develop a range of scientific skills and explore the opportunities these 
activities offer to promote children’s social skills as they work in small groups.

Session fee: £160 
Date: 25 Feb 2013 
Venue: University of Leicester

£150

£150



National Science Learning Centre

For participants interested in a residential, intensive CPD experience, the 
National Science Learning Science Centre, located in York, also offers an extensive 
programme of professional development. The sessions cover a wide variety of 
topics and are led by experienced practitioners who have expertise in science 
teaching, leadership and supporting change in classroom practice. 

Sessions are held at the National Science Learning Centre which is a state-of-the-
art facility situated on the campus of the University of York. The Centre features 
the highest specification teaching laboratories, teaching rooms, auditorium and the 
National STEM Centre, which houses the UK’s largest collection of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) teaching and learning resources. 

To find out more about the National Science Learning Centre and the sessions 
which are run at the Centre please visit www.slcs.ac.uk/go/national

To find out more about the National STEM Centre including the online eLibrary of 
over 4,000 free resources please visit: www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk

ENTHUSE Award – Making Professional 
Development Affordable

Teachers, teaching assistants and technicians from state funded schools, academies 
or colleges in the UK may be eligible to receive an ENTHUSE Award to contribute 
towards costs of participation on sessions at the National Science Learning Centre. 

For more information about the ENTHUSE Award and how to apply please visit 
www.slcs.ac.uk/go/nat/enthuseaward
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Impact Awards
We are delighted to offer Impact Award bursaries, on behalf of the Department for 
Education, for many of our sessions – look out for the Impact Award icon in this brochure.

Anyone involved in science education from a state funded school, academy or college 
may be eligible for an Impact Award to contribute towards the cost of attending sessions 
at any of the regional Science Learning Centres. Schools, academies and colleges involved 
in bespoke CPD at a Centre or CPD for a cluster of schools may also be eligible.

For further information about Impact Awards and eligibility criteria please contact us  
or visit: www.slcs.ac.uk/go/net/impactawards

The national network of Science 
Learning Centres: Go Anywhere!
In addition to the Science Learning Centre East Midlands, there are eight other regional 
Science Learning Centres located across England and the National Science Learning 
Centre located in York.

The Centres provide an exciting, innovative and comprehensive programme of high 
quality continuing professional development that covers primary, secondary and post-16.

The extensive programme of support includes coverage of subject knowledge, scientific 
enquiry, effective and creative use of practical work, leadership skills, key elements 
of relevant science curriculum and for the delivery of triple science. Science Learning 
Centres can also work to develop CPD which meets the needs of individual schools or 
clusters of schools, including delivering sessions at a venue to suit you.

There is nothing to stop you attending a Centre outside your area if it is more 
convenient to visit one of the other Centres.

• North West 

• North East 

• Yorkshire & the Humber 

• West Midlands 

• East of England 

• South West 

• South East 

• London 

• National 
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How to Book: Primary Sessions

Please fill out the booking form below clearly and either send 
it or fax it to us. Please note that places are limited and are 
allocated on a first come first served basis.

Session Title:  ................................................................................................................

Venue:  ............................................................................................................................

Date:  ...............................................................................................................................

Participant Details

Title:  ...................................

First Name:  ..................................................................................................................

Surname:  .......................................................................................................................

Email:  .............................................................................................................................

School Name:  .............................................................................................................

School Address:  ..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

Postcode:  ......................................................................................................................

School Tel.:  ...................................................................................................................

I do not wish to receive emails/written communication  
(delete as appropriate) regarding other sessions 

Find us on Twitter and Facebook

The national network of Science Learning Centres is a joint initiative 
by the Department for Education and the Wellcome Trust.

The Science Learning Centre East Midlands is run by the University 
of Leicester with a number of satellite centres across the region.


