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Editorial
As the new editor of the Leicestershire Historian I am grateful to my predecessors, especially Helen Edwards,
for having got the publication into such good shape. I am keen to carry on the good work, and hope that the
articles included in this edition will appeal both to members of the Society and to a wider audience.
The Leicestershire Historian has an important role to play in promoting the study of the county©s history by
providing a platform for established and new authors, and through encouraging the pursuit of research and
p ro j e c t w o r k . I t a l s o a i m s t o p u b l i c i s e t h e w o r k o f l o c a l g r o u p s a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s , a n d s e e k s t o r a i s e t h e
a w a r e n e s s o f r e s e a r c h s o u rc e s s u c h a s c o l l e c t i o n s a n d r e s o u r c e s i n t h e c o u n t y © s m u se u m s , l i b r a r i e s , a n d
archives, and of the growing number of digital and online sources.
Contributions for future editions are welcome from individuals, local groups, museums and other organisations
and should be sent to the Editor for consideration. Articles can be short half-page items or longer in-depth
pieces. The deadline for the next edition is 30th April 2006. Although this may sound a long way off, it©s not
too soon to start getting material ready now!
I©m grateful to Alan McWhirr for his support in putting this edition together and for his splendid work on its
production. Thanks also to Alan for his article on the 150th Anniversary of the Society from its formation to
date.
T hi s y e a r© s b i c e n t e n a ry o f t h e Ba t t le o f Tr a fa l ga r h a s R o b i n J e n k i n s u n e ar t h i n g a f a sc i n a t i n g n u m b e r o f
Leicestershire©s maritime connections. Carrying on the anniversary theme, J. D. Bennett writes about three
notable events which occurred in Leicester in 1905 and which link Leicester with the wider world. 2005 is also
the Centenary Year of Rotary International, and the 80th anniversary of the completion of the purchase of
Swithland Wood. Patrick Boylan, Vice-President of the Society and Archivist to the Rotary Club of Leicester,
draws together the links between the acquisitions of Bradgate Park and Swithland Wood. Today, in addition to
the hard work of many individuals, it is often sources of funding such as the Heritage Lottery Fund, English
H e r i ta g e, a nd t h e l o ca l a u th o r i ti e s t h a t h e l p m a k e p o s s ib l e th e r e s t o r a ti o n o f h e r i ta g e s i t e s , a n d it i s
encouraging to look forward to the opening of the renovated ruins of Grace Dieu Priory later this year. In
anticipation, Kenneth Hillier provides an illuminating insight into the lives of the Priory©s nuns and the history of
the site.
Anthony Squires gives us a lively account of the rabbit and the development of warrens and warrening, whilst
David Ramsey uses the Grey family archives and detective landscape field work to re-think the locations of
the Groby Mills. Kay Gowland continues the debate about Leicestershire©s oldest surviving gravestone whilst
Terry Cocks tracks down some of the medieval grave-slabs from Leicester cathedral. The intriguing and once
secretive intercept work which took place at Beaumanor during its role as a ¶Yß station is brought to life by
Mike Coleman.
Gerald Rimmington writes on the enigmatic Joseph Wood, the founding minister of the Wycliffe Congregational
Church. Kate Hancock delves into the development of Leicester©s Saffron Estate encouraging others to use
the resources at the Record Office for their own research, whilst Mark Carne gives an insight into the creation
of Enderby Manor. Debbie Richards describes Leicestershire County Council©s newly launched web site ¶Open
D o o r s ß , a w e l c o m e a d d i t io n t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g o n l i n e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o l o c a l h i s to r i a n s a n d o t h e r s . A l s o
included in this edition are guidance notes for those applying to the Society©s Research Fund.
As always, John Hinks and his team of reviewers have done an excellent job on identifying and reviewing a
comprehensive range of new local publications, and my thanks go to John and the team for producing what is an
invaluable part of the ¶Leicestershire Historianß.
Joyce Lee, Editor
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Robin P. Jenkins

A

lthough land-locked Leicestershire may not seem
an obvious repository of nautical associations, in
fact the county has played its part in our maritime
history. Admiral Beatty, commander of those “bloody
ships” at Jutland and “Black Dick” Howe, whose victory
on the “Glorious First of June”1794 was the first of many
against Revolutionary France, both acquired local ties.
Moreover, monuments such as those to Captain Thomas
Noel at Kirkby Mallory, Admiral Beaumont at Stoughton,
or at Ratby to Engineer Artificer John Richardson, who
went down with the Good Hope at Coronel in November
1914, prove (if proof were required) that Leicestershire
has played its part in ruling the waves.

This year’s bicentenary of Britain’s greatest naval
triumph, at Trafalgar, however has sent researchers
scurrying throughout the land to seek out local men who
served with Nelson on that memorable day in 1805.
Recently the Leicester Mercury, no doubt aided by one of
the many ‘websites’ devoted to muster-rolls or Naval
General Service Medal-winners (I commend:
www.ageofnelson.org/TrafalgarRoll/index.htm
or
www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/Trafalgar)
identified sixty-nine Leicestershire men who served with
the fleet, either as sailors or marines. Even then they
forgot the officers, who included Sir Alexander Dixie, first
lieutenant aboard the frigate Phoebe; Midshipman John
Drake, son of the rector of Oadby, aboard Defiance 74,
and Midshipman Alexander Arbuthnot, of Shenton Hall,
on the Mars 74 (74 denoting the number of guns carried).

Kirkby Mallory. Detail from the monument to
Captain Thomas Noel d. 1756.

Molton, in place of one of their own and Thurmaston and
Humberstone did well to find the Jamaican, Thomas
Ockley for the same amount. In truth, the places of
settlement revealed by the records (Manchester, Sheffield,
Liverpool, Warwick, Durham, Colchester, etc. as well as
two Jamaicans and a New Yorker) suggest not only a
desire not to serve but also a well organised system to
facilitate substitution. Only one man was rejected; sad
little John Bruin, a 17 year-old framework-knitter from
Sileby, whom Captain Losack, the Regulating Officer,
considered (even after the parish had appealed against the
decision) ‘unfit to serve his Majesty’.

We shouldn’t really be too surprised to find Midlanders
afloat. In 1795 the need to find men for the rapidly
expanding navy had led to the passing of an Act of
Parliament (35 George III cap. 5) requiring each county to
provide men. Leicestershire’s quota, based upon her
population was set at 183. The returns survive amongst the
Quarter Sessions papers at the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland (QS69/1) and make
interesting reading. For each parish, or group of parishes
where the population was small, is recorded the name of
the ‘volunteer’, his place of birth or settlement, age, and
‘calling’.

The most luxuriant laurels must descend therefore upon
the brows of the (possibly) four Leicestershire men who
served at Trafalgar aboard Nelson’s own ship, Victory.
Those four were Able Seaman Thomas Simpson, of
Leicester; Royal Marines James Green and William Smith,
and, rather less certainly, Landsman James Chapman, who
is said to have served as a shipwright aboard the flagship.

Some of Leicestershire’s contingents were local men.
Market Harborough and Great Bowden for example found
George Webb, a ‘waterman’ from Kegworth, who would
serve for a bounty of 25 guineas. John Burkitts, a Stathern
blacksmith, did better. He was paid a bounty of £30 by
Croxton Kerrial and Braunstone. Elsewhere
Leicestershire’s net was cast wider. Waltham and its
neighbouring parishes laid out 25 guineas to find the
labourer Thomas Trevesick, a Devonian from South

Thomas Simpson’s origins remain obscure, though his
status aboard the Victory is clear. As an able seaman he
was rated as skilful enough to work aloft, handling sails
and rigging, or to cope with boats and the anchors. He
probably earned a pound a month or thereabouts,
comparable with the wages of a labourer at home – though
no labourer had such opportunities for prize money. The
Ayshford Complete Trafalgar Roll CD (details of which
are available on the first of the websites given above) tells
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us that Simpson had joined Victory in May 1803 having
been pressed for the Navy. He clearly found life aboard
her uncongenial – or perhaps couldn’t bear the thought of
another engagement like that off Cape Trafalgar – because
he “ran” while his ship was at Gibraltar in November
1805, leaving unclaimed more than £6 and 10 shillings in
prize and Parliamentary award money.
Our two marines are better served by history. At Trafalgar,
Victory carried 146 Royal Marines; officers and men.
They acted as the ‘police’ of a ship, guarding officers
quarters and sensitive stores as well as providing a check
on mutinous sailors. They also served as unskilled labour,
hauling on ropes and turning capstans. As soldiers at sea
the marines assisted at the ship’s guns, or fought with their
muskets and bayonets. In action at close quarters, the
redcoats could be relied upon as a steady force to repel
enemy boarders or to lead a boarding action the other way.
Marines were also useful for work ashore, seizing and
holding enemy fortifications and other installations.
William Smith, the son of William and Mary Smith, was
baptised at Fleckney on 10 September 1780. He worked as
a woolcomber but on 2 February 1799 enlisted for the
Chatham Division of the Royal Marines. He was not alone
as, a year before, John Food, a Fleckney stockinger had
signed on and in 1793 Joseph Langham, a ribbon weaver
from Fleckney had also joined the Marines. Smith’s fate is
not known. Stories of his return to Fleckney and eventual
burial in the churchyard are based on the burial of a
William Smith in 1839, recorded in the parish register, but
the age of that William (84) suggest rather that he is the
Marine’s father. We know, again with the help of the
Ayshford Roll, that Smith was discharged at Chatham on
15 January 1806 (presumably with his £6.10.2 of prize
money jingling in his pocket) but his subsequent
movements are unknown.
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A mariner’s will. Detail from the will of “marriner” George Orton
of HMS Portland made in 1744 and proved in the Leicester
Archdeaconry Court. (Reproduced by kind permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

James Green was baptised at Lutterworth on 15 November
1778. His father’s name is recorded as John Green but no
mention is made of the mother in the parish register.
However, the marriage of John Green and Hannah Green
(which must have saved a deal of trouble) both of
Lutterworth, was recorded in the parish register on 9
October 1767. James was also a stocking-maker. He
enlisted in the 4th Company of Royal Marines at Chatham
on 4 November 1796. He joined the Victory on 17 April
1803 (three days after William Smith) and was killed in
action at Trafalgar. His prize and Parliamentary Award
money was sent to Greenwich Hospital though his father
was paid £40 from the Patriotic Fund administered by
Lloyd’s. The details of Private Green on the Ayshford Roll
include the tantalising note that a certificate recording his
marriage to a widow named Ann Saviry in 1798 was
‘supposed to be false’.
The fourth of these Leicestershire men was a J. Chapman,
whose claim rests upon the preservation of a sea chest by
his family, with the tale that it belonged to a shipwright
aboard the Victory. The claim has disappointingly little to
recommend it. There were in fact two men named
Chapman aboard, both James, but neither appears to have
had an obvious local connection. One was born in
Edinburgh and died in Dundee, while the other was a
Middlesex man whose mother, according to the Admiralty
records of an allotment he made for her from his pay,
lived in Brentford. He too ‘ran’ in 1806 and so disappears
from the official records. Perhaps he finished his days in
Leicester?

Grace Dieu Priory
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Kenneth Hillier

“Beneath yon eastern ridge, the craggy bound,
Rugged and high, of Charnwood’s forest ground
Stand yet, but Stranger! Hidden from thy view,
The ivied Ruins of forlorn GRACE DIEU.”

Grace Dieu Priory from the south-east in 1826.

J

ust two years ago, the passer by might have echoed
William Wordsworth’s famous lines on the jumbled
mass of stonework that lies just off the busy
Loughborough to Ashby-de-la-Zouch road. Since then,
thanks to the financial support of the Heritage Lottery
Fund, English Heritage, local authorities and other
institutions, Grace Dieu Priory has shaken off its ivy and
looks much less forlorn. If all goes to plan, the site will
be open to the public in the early autumn 2005.
Although there were at least 736 monasteries for men in
medieval England (with a further 18 double houses), there
were only 153 houses occupied solely by women. Grace
Dieu is typical of the majority of nunneries founded after
the Norman Conquest in that it was a priory rather than an
abbey and its founder was of lesser rank. A sizeable
number of nunneries were established by widows, and
Roesia de Verdun, the founder of
Grace Dieu, reflects this pattern. She
granted to her new foundation in frank
almoin the manor of Belton and the
advowson of the church there. When
Bishop Grosseteste confirmed the
foundation in 1242, Agnes de Gresley
was prioress. That same year Agnes
and the nuns were given leave to
appoint by letters patent an attorney if
necessary for legal matters – this was
because “as by the constitution of the
order they shall never leave the
Roseia de Verdon’s tomb in Belton
church taken from Nichols.

precinct of the house”. From the sixth century decrees
had been passed by church councils, advocating strict
enclosure of monks and, particularly, of nuns. In c.1299,
Pope Boniface VIII’s Bull Periculoso was promulgated in
order “to provide for the perilous and detestable state of
certain nuns, who having slackened the reins of
decency… gad about outside..” Constant repetition of the
decree suggests that it failed!
What records survive about the early years of Grace Dieu
are found almost entirely among the official Patent and
Charter Rolls issued by the Court of Chancery. It is a
chronicle of grants of land and other rights. Occasionally
another story breaks through this mundane pattern. In
1282 the prioress complained to Edward I that “Alan de
Threngeston and Robert his brother… with a great
multitude, felled and carried away trees from her several
wood in Beleton, impounded her beasts found in the said
wood, and kept them impounded without food or drink,
whereof 16 perished, and beat and maltreated the said
prioress and her nuns”. For the first 170 or so years of its
existence we have to assume that life at Grace Dieu was
remarkably similar to most of the other small, relatively
isolated, rural English nunneries.
In 1904, Abbot Gasquet published his English Monastic
Life (1), and included a chapter on The Nuns of Medieval
England. Much of the chapter is taken up with references
to, and quotations from, a small paper-book of Accounts,
dating between 1414 and 1418. The Accounts were kept
by Dame Petronilla Dunwich, the cellaress at Grace Dieu,
and detail the priory’s livestock, its rents from lands and
buildings and the sale of produce – such as timber, lime,
cheese, lambskins, wool and fish. Also listed are 14 nuns,
in addition to Dame Margaret Rempston, the prioress, and
22 men servants and 8 women who were retainers.
Gasquet argues that the picture afforded by the Accounts
is “that of charming, peace-loving ladies; good practical
Christian women, as all nuns should be… occupied, over
and besides their conventual and religious duties, in
works of genuine charity”.
This image is somewhat removed from Eileen Power’s in
her seminal Medieval English Nunneries (2), which drew
an unflattering picture of the Obedientaries, ordinary nuns
and lay hangers on. She argued that the everlasting
routine had led to stasis, decay and simple disregard of
the original ideals of poverty, chastity and obedience.
Moreover, the great Dom David Knowles had no time for
Gasquet who, he said, “gathered material with a
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pitchfork” and “lacked that passion for intellectual
chastity”. I have tracked down the Accounts Book in the
Public Record Office (3) and hope soon to have it
transcribed and translated – Gasquet’s reputation is again
on line!
Certainly when Bishop Alnwick of Lincoln visited Grace
Dieu in 1440/1, his subsequent report bore little relation
to Gasquet’s panegyric. Alnwick’s Register of Visitations
in the 1440s (4) is a rich mine of information which
would keep the Sunday tabloids, and Thomas Cromwell
for that matter, in copy for months. The records relate
stories of unlawful entertainment; intrusion of pets;
salacious gossip and assignations; social drinking after
Compline; incompetence or self-will of the Superior; and,
most often, the failure to observe claustration. Grace Dieu
did not escape. Dame Alice Dunwyche, the prioress was
repeatedly maligned by her sub-prioress, Agnes Roteby,
who complained to Alnwick that “by reason of old age
and incapacity she has renounced for herself all the
governance of matters temporal, nor does she take part in
divine service, so that she is of no use”. The cellaress,
Margaret Bellars, was charged with allowing a male
child of 7 to sleep with her in the dorter and was shown to
have an elastic concept of claustration. She failed to
attend quire, and visited “by herself over early of a
morning the offices and other outbuildings wherein men
are occupied”. Still not content, the peripatetic sister
joined Henry, the priory’s chaplain, “out to their autumn
tasks to mow hay and harvest, insomuch that she rode
back at evening behind him on the same horse…” Henry,
moreover, had a bad reputation even in Loughborough.
Little, so far, has been discovered of the Priory’s affairs
between the Visitation and the sixteenth century. In June
1509, Margaret Youche and the convent of Grace Dieu
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Buck’s drawing of Grace Dieu in 1730, showing the Chapter
House and parts of the inner cloister walls standing.

were among those receiving the new king Henry VIII’s
general pardon; and the Visitations of 1518 and 1528
recorded few problems (for instance, Dame Felicia Crisp,
the cellaress, apparently did not rise for Matins). Yet a
decade later Grace Dieu had gone the way of the rest of
the religious houses in England and Wales. Typically,
whilst the report of Drs. Leigh and Layton, Henry VIII’s
“bruisers”, was damning (two nuns were found guilty of
incontinence), another finding by’ “six gentlemen of the
county’ maintained that the fifteen nuns and prioress were
“of good and virtuous conversation and living”. With a
value of just £100, the priory should have been
suppressed in 1536, but it strangely survived. The end
was not long delayed: on 27 October 1538, the nuns were
ejected from the site. They were given pensions and a few
can be traced in later records. Margaret Knottyford “late
of Gracedewe dyed xviij die Novembris in eodem anno”
(1552); Margaret Rabon “formerly of Gracedieu was
buried at Belton 12 October 1557”; Elizabeth Presberye
“pen from Gracedieu is living at Ashby-de-la-Zouch”
(1573/4).
As for the buildings and land? The vultures had already
gathered. The contents were bought by John Beaumont,
who “was put in possession of the said late priory” and
immediately started to convert the buildings into a
mansion. In 1544 he was also granted the manor of
Belton. However, he was soon to lose it all. Abusing his
position as Master of the Rolls, he was stripped of his
office and estates in 1552. Briefly the estate passed to the
Earl of Huntingdon, who had coveted it at the
Dissolution, but it was recovered after about five years by
Beaumont’s widow, Elizabeth. When the Grace Dieu
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Grace Dieu: the Chapter House 1946.

Grace Dieu: the Chapter House 1960.

The last three centuries have inevitably taken their toll
on the buildings – whether through acts of nature or man
– and it is now very difficult to establish which parts of
the ruins date from pre or post 1538. Two archaeologists
have been working closely with the firm responsible for
the conservation of the site and their reports will,
hopefully, shed more light on the problem. Both canal
and railway desecrated the outer precinct and little has
been done to survey the areas immediately outside the
main building area. Much remains to be discovered.
However, a leaflet has already been published – the
Grace Dieu Priory Nature Trail (5) – which takes the
visitor on a fascinating walk around the outskirts and
gives brief details on the Geology and History of the site.
An Education Pack (6), for primary schools, has been
written and a folder of original documents and
commentary for post-16 education has also been
prepared. An illustrated guidebook will be published
early in 2006. Another booklet, on the Ghosts of Grace
Dieu (7), details the various sightings of the Grey Lady
and her cohorts – but that is another story, not best
touched on in this more prosaic account!

References and Notes:
1. Francis Aidan Gasquet. English Monastic Life.
Methuen, 1904
2. Eileen Power. Medieval English Nunneries 1275 to
1535. Cambridge University Press, 1922
3. Grace Dieu: Leicester: Account of Treasuresses 1 to
5 Hen V. Public Record Office SC6/1257/10
4. A. Hamilton Thompson, editor. Visitations of
Religious Houses in the Diocese of Lincoln, vol. II.
Horncastle, 1918
5. Peter Wilkinson. Grace Dieu Priory Nature Trail
6. Grace Dieu Priory: A Pack for Teachers and Schools.
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum and Grace Dieu Priory
Trust, 2005
7. J. Browne, J. Dickinson. Ghosts of Grace Dieu.
Thringstone Archaeology Group, 2004

Grace Dieu: the Chapter House 2002.

branch of the Beaumonts died out, the estate was
purchased by Sir Ambrose Phillipps of Garendon Abbey
in the 1680s or early 1690s. The acquisition of the estate
consolidated his present holdings, but, living in some
style at Garendon, he had no use for the Grace Dieu
buildings. By 1730, when the Bucks’ drawing was
composed, they were ruinous: only two sections, one the
Chapter House, were roofed. By the 19th century Grace
Dieu had been transformed into the romantic ruin
described by Wordsworth and other poets and artists. The
site was then scarred by first a canal (1794) and then a
railway (1883), both now as defunct as the priory.

Friends of Grace Dieu Priory Trust
For details of the Trust which has recently
been launched. Contact: c/o Angela Bexton,
North West Leicestershire District Council,
Community Services,
Coalville. LE57 3FJ.
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Anthony Squires

O

lder readers who spent the war time years in the
However, an archaeological dig at Lynford near Thetford in
countryside will have good cause to remember the
Norfolk earlier this year has produced rabbit bones, showing
rabbit. As our armed forces fought abroad, the rural
signs of butchery, in the context of second century Roman
population at home waged war on the hordes of an enemy
pottery.(1)
that ravaged crops and
threatened our food supply just
Throughout the middle ages
as surely as did Hitler’s
and to the end of the
submarines. When victory in
seventeenth century they were
Europe came, at home we
an uncommon species and a
were certainly losing to the
much-valued asset, being kept
rabbits. By 1950 they outas a source of meat and fur in
numbered
the
human
specially constructed areas
population by about two to
called warrens. The possession
one. But in 1953 D-day came
of a coney warren was also
again, this time in the form of
considered as something of a
myxomatosis.
Rabbits
status symbol, since the ability
perished weekly by the
to provide fresh meat at table
millions and suddenly it Catching rabbits with ferrets in a warren. From a manuscript at all seasons was the mark of
seemed that the war had been in the British Library.
a gentleman of quality.
won.
For much of their history rabbits, more usually known as
conies, have been anything but a pest. Until very recently, it
was thought that they first became part of our island fauna
with the arrival of the Normans nine centuries ago.
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Warren Hills, Coalville 1988. The post-medieval rabbit warren
on Charnwood Forest which belonged to the earls of
Huntingdon. Remains of the pillow mounds occupy the area
of the bottom right hand quarter of this view. (Photo: Anthony
Squires)
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In its simplest form the early rabbit warren was a few acres
of an estate’s poorest land which was set aside exclusively
for rearing rabbits. The warren was usually fenced or walled
around, although the larger ones sometimes used rivers or
the sea as boundaries. Some warrens appear to have had no
physical boundaries at all.
The warrener in charge sometimes dug tunnels in which the
rabbits sheltered and bred. Much effort and considerable
sums of money were invested in the construction of low
banks of earth within the warren. These were typically
eighty feet long by twenty feet wide and are known to
archaeologists today as pillow mounds. They increased the
space for breeding and reduced the risk of the warren
flooding.
Warrens were to be found all over Leicestershire and have
left a legacy of remains and place names. Apart from the
dozen or so farms called ‘Warren Farm’, sure indicators of
local warrens, there are other examples such as Conery Lane
at Enderby, Coney Hill at Blaston, The Coneries in the
centre of Loughborough and Coneygear Wood near Croxton
Samuel Miles’ map of Charnwood in 1746, drawn before
inclosure by Act of Parliament in 1808, shows the location of
eight warrens (indicated by black dots).

Kerrial. Local field names may be helpful in locating
remains. Variations of ‘coney’ abound, including ‘conigree’,
‘coniger’ and ‘coneygarth’. Look out for corruptions of the
word, such as ‘the gunneries’ and discard any stories of
Cromwell and the Civil War.
Along Beggars’ Lane at Lubbesthorpe, near the Leicester
Forest East motorway service station, is a rare surviving
example of a warren with a single almost circular mound. It
was first recorded in the 14th century and English Heritage
have recently listed it as an ancient monument. On Warren
Hills at Coalville there are substantial remains of the pillow
mounds of a much later warren which, as is noted below,
caused much trouble to the local people.
Managing a warren was no simple matter, especially if a
profit over a long period of time was expected. The rabbits
destroyed the vegetation in the immediate area of the
burrows and had to be provided with additional food. Hay,
tree leaves and even bark were given in winter. Prolonged
snowy periods often meant disaster to carefully nurtured
populations. Another problem was keeping the inmates free
from disease. Over-crowding meant that the ground might
become ‘rabbit sick’, with the result that the warren, or at
least part of it, would have to be closed down for a time and
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the rabbits moved elsewhere. Again, it was necessary to
protect the rabbits from natural predators such as hawks,
kites, buzzards, polecats and stoats, to say nothing of the
hungry human population. In 1408 two men were punished
for taking rabbits from the warren of the abbot of Leicester
at Lockington. Individual animals which escaped from a
warren were invariably destined for a very short spell of
freedom.
The Herrick family of Beaumanor had two warrens on
Charnwood Forest and the terms of a lease of 1673 between
John Herrick and William Guthridge, warrener, provide
details of how the business was managed. Herrick agreed to
lease one of the warrens to Guthridge for 21 years, for which
the rent was nine pounds a year together with 120 pairs of
rabbits. For every pair short of this total the tenant was to
pay a penalty of one shilling. Herrick agreed to supply
sufficient wood to fence the warren, cover the burrows and
repair the mounds as required. Moreover he would pay
Guthridge an additional 20 shillings a year to keep
trespassers out of his woods. (2)
A successfully managed warren could make considerable
profits for its owner. In the mid 17th century the warren at
Misterton was worth 150 pounds a year compared with an
income of 170 pounds for the estate’s wood and 206 pounds
from the rents of tenanted holdings. Most of the rabbits
produced supplied the London market.
It would be difficult to over emphasize the environmental
impact the rabbit has had on our countryside, especially
where large numbers have fed at high density. The animal
will eat a wide range of herbaceous plants and it crops
particularly closely. Tree seedlings are effectively destroyed
and woodland regeneration is retarded or prevented
altogether, a fact which was commented on by 18th century
writers. The flowering stems of many wild flowers are
destroyed and grass, which would otherwise feed sheep and
other stock, is lost.
During the 18th and 19th centuries advances in agriculture
directly benefited the rabbit in this county. The enclosure of
the open fields of so many parishes gave rise to huge
increase in the miles of hedgerow which meant more shelter
for the rabbit. The development of root crops and the
introduction of winter feedstuffs for farm stock also enabled
rabbits to survive severe winter weather. Moreover, the rise
of shooting and the development of the sporting estate meant
that everywhere gamekeepers were controlling the rabbit’s
enemies. Fox coverts, planted widely in Leicestershire, also
sheltered rabbits. Although on its own in the wild, the
species was demonstrating that it was well able to take care
of itself.
It is perhaps not surprising that when rabbits escaped, or
were even allowed to roam from their warrens, they caused
much damage and hardship to local small farmers. The
Herrick warren at Whittle Hill near Loughborough was so
badly managed that in 1748 the local people took matters
into their own hands. A mob assembled and moved on the
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warren, where they tore down fences, dug up the burrows
and killed the rabbits. The Gentleman’s Magazine for 1750
reported that the military had to be called to assist the
warrener and his staff and to disperse the rabble. In the
ensuing struggle, one man was fatally wounded, many
rioters were arrested and 28 were imprisoned. At the earl of
Huntingdon’s warren at Whitwick, smoldering resentment
by farmers at the damage done to their crops by escaping
rabbits lasted for many years before his lordship closed
down what had been an extensive operation.
With rabbits widespread in the countryside warrening went
into rapid decline. The increase in corn prices alone
signalled the closure of many warrens, such as that at
Belvoir which was ploughed up in the 1790s. Profits from
sheep, too, rose as those from rabbits fell. By the late 19th
century the owners of local warrens found themselves in
competition with cheap imports of vast numbers of frozen
carcasses from Australia, a phenomenon made possible by
the development of refrigeration for large-scale commercial
purposes.
Over much of Leicestershire in the late 18th century little
short of total war was waged by tenant farmers, although
many a landlord had an ambivalent attitude towards rabbits.
The Charnwood tenants of lord Stamford were obliged to
suffer losses to crops for the sake of the sport that the rabbits
provided for shooting parties. In Bradgate park rabbits were
present in almost unbelievable numbers. In 1861 a sporting
party of 13 guns killed 3,333 rabbits (and much more
besides) in one day alone. In the 1890s keepers in the park
were netting 6,000 couples a year. At Leicester’s Abbey
Park rabbits were introduced at an unknown date and by
1887 had become such a nuisance that a decision was made
to exterminate them. It was reported, again by the
Gentleman’s Magazine, that ‘many onlookers- mostly street
arabs - came along to witness the unique spectacle of a shoot
in the middle of Leicester’.
During the first quarter of the last century the menace to
agriculture presented by the rabbit continued to cause grave
concern. By the 1930s the rabbit population of Britain had
risen to an estimated 50 million. The 1939 Prevention of
Damage by Rabbits Act empowered county councils to serve
orders on landlords and authorised entry to premises to see
their instructions were being carried out. Gassing of burrows
was allowed, as was the use of gin traps at the entrances.
Yet, by the beginning of the 1950s, the rabbit population had
reached a total variously estimated at between 60 and 100
million.
The arrival in 1953 of myxomatosis had not come a moment
too soon. Leaving aside the suffering it caused, the disease
had the great advantages that it was specific to rabbits, it was
quickly spread by the ubiquitous rabbit flea and our native
rabbit population had no natural immunity to it. As
elsewhere, the rabbit population of this county declined by
an estimated 95 per cent and remained low for the following
two decades.
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Leicestershire’s oldest gravestone?
Kay E. Gowland

I

t was with great interest that I read the second part of
Alan McWhirr’s “Exploring Leicestershire Churchyards”
in the Leicestershire Historian No. 40. In this Alan
mentioned the slate headstone of Reverend Elias Travers,
Rector of Thurcaston from 1628 to 1641, as possibly being
the earliest dated headstone in Leicestershire, although
noting its current position is inside Thurcaston church and
querying whether the stone ever actually stood outside in the
churchyard.
I was born in Cropston and attended Thurcaston Church of
England School from the age of five to eleven between 1927
and 1933, and I passed this headstone almost every schoolday (there was a “short-cut” through the churchyard to the
field footpath to Cropston) so I can vouch for the fact that it
did indeed stand originally in the churchyard. It was just a
few feet from the main pathway, very roughly on a line from
the right side of the path to the east end of the church.
As children we were taught Scripture by the Reverend A. W.
Taylor every week; we all respected this ancient stone
understanding it was held to be the earliest surviving dated
gravestone in Leicestershire.
David Ramsey writes:
This stone now inside
Thurcaston Church, bore a
very brief inscription, part of
which is still legible “…
avers DD octobr 9th 1641”,
and commemorates Elias

Travers who was rector of Thurcaston 1628 to 1641.
Interestingly the lettering of the inscription is in two very
different styles and fonts – Travers’ name and the letters
DD are italic, sans serif, whilst the date below is upright,
serif.
There is a noticeable similarity in the lettering on Elias
Travers’ gravestone and a headstone at Ab Kettleby which
is situated on the
outside wall of the
church,
and
commemorates
Thomas Bracebridge
(1686) and Jane
Bracebridge (1688).
The two distinct styles
of lettering are again
in evidence and the
noticeable similarity in
the lettering has led
me to suggest that the
two stones were
carved by the same
hand. If so, is it
possible that given the
apparent 40 plus year
gap between the two,
that the Thurcaston
headstone may in fact
have been carved later
than its date suggests?

continued from page 10

The sudden removal of the rabbit from the countryside had
an enormous effect on the landscape and the wildlife. The
fox in particular, as the chief predator of the rabbit,
successfully adapted to a diet of more humble creatures such
as voles, mice, small birds and insects. The effect on the
flora was also considerable. Writing in 1970, the author of
The Flora of Rutland reported there had been a considerable
increase in coarse grasses as a result of the decline of the
close grazing of the rabbit. Elsewhere in Britain, many
hillsides flowered as never before, at least not in the
lifetimes of those making the observations.
Over the last 30 years or so the rabbit population of
Leicestershire has failed to recover its numbers of half a
century ago. Casual observation confirms that myxomatosis
is now endemic and continues to act as a brake when
populations rise above a certain level. The effects on the
landscape brought about by the arrival of the agri-business
of the late 60s, the 70s and early the 80s, were another factor

holding down rabbit numbers. Now that the dictates of the
Common Agricultural Policy reward farmers for conserving
landscape rather than producing food, it will be interesting to
see how rabbit populations react to a countryside which
returns, at least in part, to the conditions of the late 18th
century when the rabbit became so quickly and firmly
established in the wild.
References and Notes:
1. Daily Telegraph 14 April 2005. For an earlier and lively
debate on the origins of the rabbit in England see: John
Warry. The ancient history of rabbits. Local Historian.
1988, 1: l3-15 and James Bond. Rabbits: the case for
their medieval introduction into Britain. Local Historian.
Vol 18 2: 53-57.
2. Herrick Mss DG9/145. (ROLLR).
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Early Days on “The Saff”
Kate Hancock

T

hroughout its life, the Saffron Estate has had many
aliases including Saffron Lane Estate, The Park
Estate and Lubbesthorpe Park Estate, not to mention
the numerous nicknames that the estate has including its
current name ‘The Saff’ and earlier names ‘Candletown’ and
‘Chinatown’. During building, the estate was largely referred
to as the Park Estate with the earliest part (that which lies
between Knighton Lane East, The Fairway, Saffron Lane
and the Midland Railway) being called the Saffron Lane
Estate. Why the estate was called the Park Estate is
uncertain. That it was sometimes called Lubbesthorpe Park
Estate suggests that the land it was built on may have been
part of the Lubbesthorpe manorial estate. The presence of
Park Farm on the site now occupied by Southfields Drive
School would seem to support this theory.
The estate spread across the city boundary when it was built
and until the city boundary was moved half the estate was
the responsibility of the City Council and the other half was
the responsibility of the district councils of Wigston and
Blaby. Fortunately, several plans of the layout of the estate
still exist among the city building plans. These plans have
the city boundary marked on it and show which parts of the
estate sat in the city and which parts were in the county. As
the city boundary was moved and the area around the estate
was developed, electoral wards and parishes were changed.
Consequently, various parts of the estate have been in three
different parishes and four different electoral wards since it
was built. Early OS maps (XXXVII.2 & 6) show the area
before the estate was built and during its infancy,
neighboured by a rural landscape quite unlike the cityscape
that lies there today. The second edition (1904) map shows
the farmer tenants of the fields that were to become the
estate and a small country track where Asquith Way now
courses through the estate.

Leicester Corporation Housing and Town Planning Minutes
(CM23/1-6) provide a wealth of information about the
building of the estate which is enhanced through the
consultation of city and Blaby District building plans.
Building started on the earliest part of the estate called the
Saffron Lane Estate in 1923 on land purchased from Mrs
Eyres Monsell and Col. Craddock. Building of the main part
of the estate, the Park Estate, commenced shortly after in
three phases. Again building plans showing the layout of the
estate help to clarify which parts of the estate were included
in each phase of building. The building started in the corner
near the Saffron Lane Estate and Saffron Lane and spread
down towards Stonesby Avenue (still called Aylestone Lane
until November 1927).
Due to the scale of building throughout the city and the
shortage of coal, building supplies such as bricks and tiles
were soon unavailable forcing the City Council to seek
alternate methods of house building. In September 1924,
Boot & Sons signed a contract to build 1,500 concrete
houses, 750 with parlours and 750 without parlours. The
concrete houses were erected in three batches of 500,
following the three phases of estate building. As the houses
were built adjustments and alterations were continually
made to the houses to improve foundations and damp
proofing and add structural reinforcements. Even as building
continued and the first tenants began to move in, the City
Council received complaints about the condition of the
houses, an ominous foreshadowing of escalating problems
that would eventually lead to the campaign to replace the
‘Boot Houses’ in the 1980s and 1990s. Despite complaints
and clear problems with damp in the upstairs rooms the
contract was completed and by the end of September 1927
all houses on the estate were occupied.

An interesting scene showing
building and construction work in
progress on the estate [ROLLR
M1438/1]. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland).
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Building plan of the Co-op on the Fairway, opened in 1925.
(Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

With all houses occupied the Park Estate was far from
complete with full amenities. Many tenants were initially
without electricity in their new ‘modern’ homes as the
responsible departments were slow to connect gas and
electric supplies. The roads and paths were not immediately
finished. Their initial finish of ash and gravel was
Ordnance Survey map of 1930 showing the heart of the
estate [OS XXXVII.6]. (Reproduced by permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

insufficient and roads quickly became churned up mud
tracks in bad weather. Not until March 1930 were all of the
roads on the estate finished properly by Groby Granite
Company.
The first shop to serve the estate was the Co-op on The
Fairway, which opened in 1925. The only alternative to
shopping at the Co-op was to walk to the shops on Saffron
Lane. Consequently, the Co-op enjoyed a monopoly on the
estate until the end of the twenties when further shops were
built on Southfields Drive and Stonesby Avenue. The first
bus to serve the estate and convey residents into the city
started its run on Monday 5th October 1925 but only served
the edge of the estate stopping at Aylestone Recreation
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Cockshaw’s Diorama of Leicester Market Place
Leicester’s Market Place
traders immortalized in
verse by Isaac Cockshaw
c. 1812.

Source: Leicestershire
and Rutland Notes and
Queries and Antiquarian
Gleaner Vol 1 p 130 1891.

continued from page 13
Ground, a long walk for most residents. As more houses
were completed the bus route moved further down the estate
but by 1931 it still only went as far as The Fairway.
The estate had both city and county schools that opened
during 1926 and 1927. The Marriott Road School opened on
9th March 1928, but children had been attending school in
temporary huts there since 1926. Linwood Lane School held
its first day of school on Monday 6th November 1928.
Finally, Southfields Drive School, originally called
Lubbesthorpe Park Temporary Junior School, opened in
1926. It shared the site with Newry School and used the
buildings of Park Farm until a permanent building could be
erected. Interestingly Park Farm was also the site of the first
church on the estate. Southfields School sub-let farm
buildings to St. Christopher’s who held their first service in
an old cow shed on 31st October 1927.
The history of the Saffron Lane Estate is fascinating. What
started as a response to the call for ‘Homes fit for Heroes’ in
1919, became a model council housing estate that was
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applauded nationally. The early days of the estate are littered
with problems to be overcome and triumphs, personal
accounts by early tenants are recorded in ‘The Story of the
Saff: A History of the Saffron Lane Estate’ by the ‘Saffron
Past and Present’ Group.
Note on sources:
For those wishing to discover more, charts in the form of
handy index cards, listing possible sources of information
and handy tips about parishes, electoral wards and
city/county jurisdiction can be found at the Record Office
for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, located in the
‘Leicester Index’ drawers under ‘suburbs’.
Acknowledgements: This article first appeared in the
Dustsheet produced by the Friends of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland and is reproduced
with permission by the Record Office and the author. There
have been one or two minor editorial amendments.
Illustrations researched and provided by Margaret Bonney.

Swithland Wood - “secured as a National
Heritage” by Rotary in 1925
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Patrick J. Boylan

or over 70 years the Bradgate Park estate has been the
most popular area in the county for quiet recreation
and enjoyment of the countryside. It is well-known
that in 1928 the founder of British United Shoe Machinery
Ltd, Charles Bennion of Thurnby, bought part the estate of
the Grey family of Newtown Linford and Groby and gave
this to the people of Leicester and Leicestershire. The
Bennion gift covered the ancient deer park of the Grey
family, including the ruins of Bradgate House, where
Leicestershire’s tragic Nine Day Queen, Lady Jane Grey,
was born in 1537, together with the high ground of Old
John.

F

By the 15th century the stone was also being used as a more
general building material, for example in the drains and
cellars of Bradgate House, while the value of polished slate
for engraved lettering was known from the late 16th century,
though the majority of the well known and much admired
Swithland slate headstones and other memorials are from the
18th to mid 19th century. As sawn slabs of slate became
available with more advanced quarrying techniques,
Swithland slate began to be used for many other purposes,
including sundials, sinks, fireplaces and cheese presses, as
well as a building material for houses, farm buildings and
dry stone walls across much of Charnwood Forest.

However, it is not generally known that more than three
years before Charles Bennion’s generous gift, the Leicester
Rotary Club had already bought for the public benefit and
preservation one of the most popular areas of the present
Bradgate Park Trust lands. This was Swithland Wood,
directly across the road on the northern side of Bradgate
Park, opposite the Hallgates car park on the north-west
corner of Cropston Reservoir. The 137 acres of Swithland
Wood was (and still is) amongst the richest and most
attractive ancient woodlands in the Midlands, famous
throughout the country for its spectacular spring displays of
bluebells.

It seems that quarrying for slate within the present Swithland
Wood was on a small scale and not continuous, and
presumably took place by or under the authority of the Greys
of Bradgate who owned the Wood as part of the Bradgate
Estate from medieval times until after the First World War,
and the Bradgate Estate accounts and other records in the
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Record Office detail
successive tenancies of the various quarrying leases from
1688 onwards.

Swithland Wood and the more or less adjacent The Brand to
the north cover the largest and most important outcrop of the
well-known Swithland slates, which are the youngest
member of the ancient Late Precambrian rocks, around 600
million years old, that form the striking rocky outcrops
across Charnwood Forest, (though the latest evidence
suggests that the Swithland Slates part of the sequence may
actually date from the Cambrian period, which began around
545 million years ago). As across much of Charnwood
Forest, the ancient Charnian rocks of Swithland Wood are
partly covered by thin deposits of soft red desert clays and
sands of the Triassic Mercian Mudstone Group, dating from
around 220 million years ago, and by some patches of
glacial deposits.
The characteristic thick purple, blue-grey, to green
Swithland Slates were used quite extensively as roofing slate
and building stone in Roman times, as evidenced from the
Loughborough area and Leicester including Jewry Wall, and
from as far away as Borough, Norton Disney and Thorpe in
Lincolnshire. Quarrying seems to have been re-established
by around 1260. Swithland slates were used in the re-roofing
of Leicester Castle in 1377-8 and for repairs to the Castle in
1439, by which time other important Leicestershire
buildings including the fourteenth century Leicester
Guildhall had Swithland slate roofs.

Slate extraction from Swithland Wood on a more industrial
scale using gunpowder as an explosive appears to have
began in the later 18th century. The large and deep Old Slate
Pit near the northern boundary of Swithland Wood was
opened in 1813 by the Hind family under a lease from the
Bradgate Estate, but suffered from mixed fortunes.
Production ceased for some years in 1838, restarted and the
lease in the Old Pit lapsed in 1849, but was taken up by
Thomas Rudkin in 1850. The larger abandoned quarry,
Swithland Great Pit, in the centre of the Wood, must have
been started during the same period.
In 1859 the well-known Ellis family of Belgrave Hall whose
commercial interests included the Leicester and
Swannington and then Midland Railways, and later the Ellis
& Everard builder’s merchant business, took over the lease
on the Great Pit and introduced the latest quarrying methods
and equipment, including a lifting crane and a weighing
machine. Within less than thirty years the Big Pit had
followed the best stone downwards to a remarkable depth of
over 55 metres (180 feet). By the time of the first Ordnance
Survey Six Inch map of 1883 only the Great Pit was still
working, and the abandoned quarries were filled with water.
The Great Pit finally closed in 1887 and this too quickly
flooded creating the very attractive tree-surrounded feature
that is one of the most popular sights of Swithland Wood
today as well as being a popular but challenging
environment for advanced sub-aqua exploration.
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By the early 20th century the present rich oak, lime, ash,
sycamore, hazel and birch woodland had become fully
established (or probably more accurately re-established)
over all of Swithland Wood, and no doubt there was some
timber extraction and forestry management, though despite
recent extensive research by Stephen Woodward its seems
that there are no records of what exactly was done in terms
of either felling or any planned replanting rather than natural
regeneration. However, the Bradgate accounts show that in
1905 alone over 2,000 cubic feet of standing timber (oak,
lime, ash and birch) was auctioned in ten lots, raising the
then quite considerable total of £210.
In July 1921, in one of their first disposals of freehold of the
Bradgate Estate land they had owned for over 400 years, the
Grey family sold Swithland Wood together with Swithland
Wood Farm and Hallgates Farm, a total of 286 acres in a
single lot by auction for £7,300. The buyer was the wellknown Leicester timber merchant, William Gimson, who
was apparently interested in acquiring the property to
continue the commercial forestry operation and sell the
timber through his own business. For a time Gimson felled
and extracted mature timber for sale, but by 1925 it was
reported that all the (currently mature, presumably) valuable
timber had been taken.
However, very soon there was growing concern that one of
the one of the most important and beautiful natural history
sites in the county, now known to have over 400 different
varieties of trees and plants according to the latest surveys,
could be damaged or even destroyed by continued forestry
works and subsequent replanting, as had recently happened
to too many other important areas of Charnwood Forest. The
widespread call for action to save Swithland Wood was
taken up by the Rotary Club of Leicester, which had been
formed less than nine years earlier in 1916 as only the
thirteenth Club in Britain and Ireland within the Rotary
International movement founded in Chicago in February
1905.
The prime move was the Club’s most important and
influential founder member, the architect Waller K.
Bedingfield. Among many other things Bedingfield was a
long-standing member of the Leicestershire Archaeological
and Historical Society and the Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society, serving as President of the “Lit. &
Phil.” for 1930-31. In addition to undertaking some
important architectural projects through his Museum Square
practice of Bedingfield and Grundy, including the wellknown Art Deco factory for Goddard’s in Nelson Street,
Leicester, he was the architect and planner for the late 1920s
extension of Abbey Park. As part of this work he began the
excavations of the Leicester Abbey site, the work being
continued in the 1930s by his younger brother and partner
Ralph Waldo Bedingfield.
At a meeting of the Rotary Club Council on 3rd January
1925 Bedingfield asked permission to bring forward the
question of the possible purchase of Swithland Wood, and
ten days later the Council appointed the President, George
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Tarratt, the jeweller,
Bedingfield, the County
Architect William Keay,
and William Bastard
who had an important
spinning business in the
City, to serve as a
preliminary committee
to investigate the
proposal. This confirmed
that William Gimson
was sympathetic with
the view that the Wood
should be saved from
any further substantial
felling for timber
extraction. On this basis Waller Bedingfield.
he was prepared to sell
Swithland Wood to the Rotary Club for only £3,000, subject
to the condition that it should be preserved “for the public
use for ever”, this condition being guaranteed by vesting the
legal ownership permanently in trustees or the National
Trust.
The Committee recommended to the Rotary Club Council
that an appeal should be launched both among the members
of the Club and outside it to buy Swithland Wood on these
terms. This was endorsed by the Council, and the proposal
was put before a meeting of the whole Club on 16th
February 1925. Bedingfield proposed the resolution, which
was seconded by Bastard, and it seems from the detailed
Minutes that survive that in all the discussion that followed
the comments of members of the Club were always entirely
favourable. The Medical Officer of Health, Dr Millard,
supported the proposal “from the health point of view”,
while the prominent designer, Harry Hardy Peach (founder
of the Dryad group of companies locally and of the Design
and Industries Association nationally) pointed out that
Leicestershire has less common land than any other large
county in the country. The resolution to buy Swithland
Wood and hold it in permanent trust for the public benefit
was finally carried unanimously, and a Swithland Wood
Committee of nine members, including Bedingfield, was
elected.
The Swithland Wood Committee opened with an appeal
addressed to the Rotary Club’s own members. By 10th
March the committee was able to report to the Club Council
that nearly £1,000 had already been pledged by Club
members, and the appeal was then broadened to individuals
and businesses outside the Club. Less than a month later
progress was so encouraging that contracts for the purchase
were exchanged and a 10% deposit was paid, William
Gimson having stuck to the verbal agreement on the price
despite receiving an offer of £3,500 from someone described
as “a speculative builder”.
By 23rd June 1925 it was reported that 104 members of the
Club had contributed £1,002.14s.0d whilst 100 nonRotarians had added £1,466.14s.6d. Major contributors from
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outside the Club included H. Percy Gee, Stead & Simpson,
Freeman, Hardy & Willis, and Wolsey Ltd, each of which
contributed £100, while the seller of the Wood, William
Gimson, added a donation of £100 towards the purchase at
his already below market value price. On 29th June 1925 a
business meeting of the whole Club agreed to complete the
purchase, the balance of around £600 including legal costs
being covered by a Westminster Bank overdraft. Negotiating
this overdraft cannot have been difficult: the Bank’s local
Manager was Rotarian O. Wheeler, Treasurer to the
Swithland Wood Committee, and all the Committee’s
meeting had been held in the Bank. The purchase was
completed on 1st August 1925, with William Bastard,
George Tarratt and W. Arnold Viccars named in the
Conveyance and Deed of Trust as the Trustees on behalf of
the Rotary Club.
The management of the Wood passed immediately to the
Club’s Swithland Wood Committee which decided to
continue with the fund-raising to raise funds not just to repay
the overdraft but for the immediate fencing of the dangerous
flooded Great Pit, and for other site management and public
access works, at an estimated cost of around £2,000. One of
Bedingfield’s original ideas of 1925 had been to for the Club
to set up an annual Bluebell Service in the Wood, and the
first Bluebell Sunday was organised by the Club on 20th
May 1928, though after a few years the Parish of Swithland
agreed to take over the organisation of this. By 1931 the
Club had not only paid off the overdraft, but had raised a
further £3,000, of which £2,400 had been spent on fencing,
landscaping works, a parking area and on employing a
Ranger and casual staff, leaving a sum of around £700 in the
Committee’s investment account. Thus the total raised by
the Club over six years was just over £6,000, (equivalent to
at least £135,000 at 2005 prices).
In 1928 Charles Bennion of Thurnby, founder of the British
United Shoe Machinery Company Ltd., bought Bradgate

Contemporary view of Swithland Great Pit.

Park “for the quiet enjoyment” of the people of
Leicestershire and Leicester. The land was vested in the
county and city councils jointly as open space under s.10 of
the Open Spaces Act 1906 which allowed councils to hold
and administer suitable land in trust for “the enjoyment
thereof by the public as an open space within the meaning of
this Act and under proper control and regulation”. After
consultations, in 1929 the two councils set up the Bradgate
Park Trust to serve as the legal owner of Bradgate Park in
perpetuity and to manage this for the public benefit in
accordance with the terms of Charles Bennion’s gift and the
1906 Act.
It soon became clear that the Bradgate Park preservation and
access scheme was a great success, and on 4th May 1931 a
business meeting of the Rotary Club unanimously agreed to
offer Swithland Wood to the Bradgate Park Trustees,
accompanied by the £700 balance from the second fundraising campaign as an endowment to help with future
maintenance costs, “on condition that the Wood may be
given to the Public use for ever and be managed by the
Bradgate Park Trustees and under the same regulations as
the Park”.
This approach was very enthusiastically welcomed by the
Bradgate Park Trustees, led by Col. (later Sir) Robert
Martin, Chairman of the County Council, who had in fact
helped the Rotary Club with its fund-raising six years
earlier. Sir Robert was also a noted local historian and longstanding supporter of the Leicestershire Archaeological and
Historical Society, serving as Chairman from 1933 to 1953
and President from 1955 to 1961. It was recognised by the
Bradgate Trustees, and far more widely, that apart from the
fact that the two areas of public access open space were
adjacent, to bring together the management of these two
extremely different examples of unspoilt Charnwood Forest
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landscape and habitat, and managing them as a single unit,
would be not only more efficient but would provide
contrasting environments for both nature conservation and
public enjoyment.
The County and City Councils in turn approved the proposal
for the transfer of Swithland Wood to the Bradgate Park
Trust. After the completion of the formalities, on Monday 7th
November 1931 the Bradgate Park Trustees and other local
and national dignitaries including the Lord Mayor, Harry H.
Peach, Lindsay Everard MP and Claud Bennion (Charles
Bennion having died in 1929) were invited to the Rotary
Club’s luncheon meeting in the Oriental Hall in Leicester’s
Market Place. In the chair was the President, the leading
Leicester solicitor A.A. Ironside who had undertaken the legal
negotiations free of charge through more than six years. The
meeting saw the formal signature and exchange of the Title
Deeds of Swithland Wood and two accompanying Trust
Deeds. William Bastard, on behalf of the Swithland Wood
Trustees, then formally handed the Deeds and a £600 War
Stock certificate to Colonel Robert Martin.
In thanking the Rotary Club for the gift on behalf of all the
people of the County and City, Col. Martin pointed out that
it was now possible to walk two and half miles from the top
end of Swithland Wood to the far corner of Bradgate Park
without passing land that did not belong absolutely to the
public of Leicester and Leicestershire. In acknowledgement
of the Rotary Club’s remarkable efforts, the Bradgate Park
Trustees presented the Club with a key to Bradgate Park
which was to be handed each year to succeeding Rotary
Club Presidents, giving them the right to pass through the
gates of the Park at any time. Sir Arnold Wilson, Chairman
of the Council for the Preservation of Rural England, was
the guest speaker, and described the Club’s preservation and
gift of Swithland Wood as “without parallel in history of the
Council”.
In recognition of the gift, a commemorate inscription in very
large letters was carved into the main vertical face of the
abandoned Swithland Great Pit, and which must have been
the biggest ever Swithland slate inscription. The lettering
seems to have been designed by Bedingfield: a scale
drawing for the lettering, apparently initialled by him, is
preserved in his Secretary’s file for the Swithland Wood
Committee. The inscription reads:
The Rotary Club of Leicester
Secured Swithland Wood
As a National Heritage
However, due to rising water levels in the flooded quarry the
bottom line of the inscription is only seen in periods of long
and extreme droughts. Indeed, in particularly wet seasons
even the middle line may be partly or completely under
water. Because of this in 1948 the inscription was duplicated
on a small bronze plaque affixed to a rock by the main path
just above the Swithland Great Pit. Most unfortunately,
however, the bronze plaque gives the year when the Wood
was “secured as a National Heritage” as 1931 – the date of
its donation to the Bradgate Park Trust, not 1925, the actual
date of the purchase of Swithland Wood in trust for the
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The misleading 1948 bronze plaque.

public benefit by the Rotary Club. Because of this, it is
nowadays universally assumed that Charles Bennion’s
purchase of Bradgate Park in 1928 began the first moves to
preserve for the public benefit some of the most important
unspoilt parts of the ancient landscapes of Charnwood
Forest. In fact, his munificence followed, rather than
preceded, the extraordinary efforts of the Rotary Club of
Leicester.
Bennion, though not himself a Rotarian, knew many of the
key members of the Leicester Club. In the Centenary Year of
Rotary International, and on the 80th anniversary of the
completion of the purchase, it seems appropriate to point out
that it seems very likely indeed that Bennion’s most
generous gesture in buying Bradgate Park was heavily
influenced, if not directly prompted, by the pioneering action
of the Rotary Club in buying Swithland Wood for the public
benefit more than three years earlier in 1925.
Sources and further reading:
Ball, M.E. & Jones, M.D., 1976. The Extractive Industries.
Pp. 47-55 in Evans, I.M. (editor), 1976. Charnwood’s
Heritage. (Leicester: Leicestershire Museums)
McGrath, A., 2004. A Geological walk around Bradgate
Park and Swithland Wood. (Keyworth: British Geological
Survey)
Moseley, J.B., 1981. Geology and mineral extraction. pp.
130-147 in Crocker, J., (editor), 1981. Charnwood Forest:
A Changing Landscape. (Wymondham: Sycamore Press for
the Loughborough Naturalists Club)
Rotary Club of Leicester Archives. Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland ref. 21 D 69.
Thompson, F.B. & McIntosh, M., 2000. Rotary in Leicester.
A History of the Rotary Club of Leicester, 1916-2000. (2nd
edition) (Leicester: Rotary Club of Leicester)
Woodward, S. 1992. Swithland Wood. A study of its history
and vegetation. (Leicester: Leicestershire Museums
Publications no. 116)

1905 . . . A Year to Remember
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J. D. Bennett

L

eicester in 1905 was a busy, multi-industry town
which already had a population of more than 200,000.
It had more than doubled in size in the previous 25
years, but the new electric tramway system which had
opened the previous year was helping to bind the town into a
more coherent whole. From the many local events which
happened that year, I have chosen three which linked
Leicester to the wider world.
In 1902 the Scottish-born, American multi-millionaire and
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, owner of the largest iron
and steel works in the USA, who was noted for his generous
funding of new library buildings on both sides of the
Atlantic, offered Leicester Corporation £12,000, a
considerable sum then, to build a new Municipal Library.(1)
His offer was accepted in July of that year, and a site on the
corner of Bishop Street and Bowling Green Street was
chosen for the new Library, to replace the one at the corner
of Wellington Street and Belvoir Street. The Library was
designed by the Leicester-born architect Edward Burgess to
harmonize with the Town Hall, and built by Clark & Garrett
of Willow Street; the heavy, wrought-iron railings fronting
Bishop Street were the work of W. T. Burbidge & Son, of
the Iron Fence & Gate Works, York Street.

On Monday, 8th May 1905 Andrew Carnegie himself
arrived at the Midland Railway station on London Road to
preside at the opening ceremony. He was met by a small
delegation which included Edward Burgess and Ernest
Hiley. the Town Clerk, and after lunch in the Mayor’s
Rooms at the Museum, the party proceeded to Bishop Street.
The opening ceremony for the new building took place in
the Reference Library on the first floor, and as well as
Councillor Stephen Hilton, the Mayor. Alderman George
Payne, the Chairman of the Library Committee and Sir J. F.
L. Rolleston, the MP for Leicester, the audience included the
Chief Librarians of Nottingham and Derby. Andrew
Carnegie’s speech was reported in full in the local press and
included the observation that, “While all classes in Leicester
may enter this library free and enjoy the books, there is one
class above all others which is benefited by the free library,
and that is . . . the manual labourer – the working man, the
poor man and his children, to whom the library is the
greatest boon”.(2) At appropriate moments during the
proceedings, the Victoria Band played “selections of up-todate music”, and to commemorate the occasion Carnegie
was presented with a golden key and an album of local
views.
To inaugurate the Lending Library, the Mayor borrowed the
first book – a copy of James Thompson’s History of
Leicester. The building was opened to the public the next
day and a contemporary guidebook described the facilities:
“On the ground floor it consists of a handsome
Entrance Hall, a Lending Library, 100 feet long, and
providing accommodation for 40.000 books, and a
Reading Room, 80 feet long, where newspapers and
magazines of all descriptions will be provided for the
use of the public. Upstairs is the Reference Library,
which is arranged to hold 40,000 volumes of
reference, and a Ladies’ Room for newspapers.
magazines and reference books. . . . In the basement
is . . . the Juvenile Lending library and Reading
Room. In all the rooms the fittings are of the latest
and on the most approved plans.” (3)
A bronze plaque in the entrance to the building (which has
been the Reference Library since 1935, when the Lending
Library moved back to Belvoir Street) records Andrew
Carnegie’s beneficence:
“This Municipal Library was erected with funds
generously provided by Andrew Carnegie Esquire,
who opened the building to the public on the 8th day
of May 1905.”
An early photograph of the Municipal Library, Bishop Street,
Leicester.
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There was serious unemployment in the town in 1905 and on
Sunday, 4th June a large crowd gathered in the Market Place
to watch as some 480 unemployed Leicester men, mostly
boot and shoe operatives. set off to march to London.(4)
Among them were a number of old soldiers who had served
in Egypt, India and South Africa.(5) They planned to present
a petition to the King to draw attention to their plight, and
were probably inspired by a smaller march the previous
month, when shoemakers at Raunds in Northamptonshire
had taken similar action.
The marchers were led by Amos Sherriff, a future Mayor of
Leicester, George White, the secretary of the unemployed
Committee, and the Rev F. L. Donaldson, Vicar of St
Mark’s, who conducted an open-air service before they
departed.(6) They carried banners inscribed ‘Leicester’s
Unemployed March to London, Representing 2000 Men and
Their Families”, and the procession included a one-horse
dray carrying 1400 pairs of spare socks, donated by a
sympathetic Leicester manufacturer. Two brass bands
accompanied them to the borough boundary.
When they reached Market Harborough, the first stopping
place, about forty of the marchers decided they had gone far
enough and returned to Leicester by train. The remainder
carried on, via Northampton, Bedford, Luton and St Albans,
and were given food and shelter by people along the way.
On Friday, 9th June, tired, wet and footsore - it had rained
almost every day - they finally reached London. After a bath
and a meal at the Salvation Army hall in Lisson Grove,
Marylebone, they made their way to Marble Arch, where a
large crowd had assembled to witness their arrival. There
were a number of welcoming speeches, then they proceeded
to the hall attached to Bedford Congregational Chapel, in
Charrington Street, St Pancras.(7) This was to be their
London “home”, though they had some of their meals at
Salvation Army hostels.
A demonstration in Hyde Park planned for Saturday, 10th
June had to be abandoned because of heavy rain, but after
morning service at St Paul’s Cathedral on Sunday, 11th
June, there was a rally in Trafalgar Square. This attracted a
large crowd, including about a hundred members of the
Leicester Labour Party who had travelled to London by
excursion train.
The march attracted considerable public attention, and was
covered in great detail by the local press (particularly the
Leicester Daily Mercury and the Leicester Daily Post, some
of whose reporters accompanied the marchers for part of the
way), and to a lesser extent by the national press. It was also
extensively photographed and many postcards of it were
published. One of these shows the leaders of the march on
Hampstead Heath on Monday, 12th June, where they held a
meeting before setting out on their return journey. It was
addressed by J. Ramsay Macdonald, the Labour candidate
for Leicester, who had joined the march at Bedford and had
also spoken at the Marble Arch and Trafalgar Square rallies.
A crowd of sympathetic onlookers collected money to help
the marchers on their homeward journey.
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The leaders of the Leicester Unemployed March on London,
Mr Amos Sherriff, Rev. F.L. Donaldson, Mr George White,
taken on Hampstead Heath, on Whit Monday, 12th June
1905, prior to the start for home.

When the marchers arrived back in Leicester on Sunday,
18th June, having returned via Dunstable, Wolverton,
Wellingborough, Kettering and Market Harborough, The
Times reported them to be “in excellent trim,
notwithstanding their tramp of 200 miles”. Five brass bands
escorted them to the Market Place, where a huge crowd was
waiting to greet them, and as at the outset, an open-air
service was held. To mark the occasion, each of the
marchers was presented with a medal, and of rather more
immediate use, 3 lbs beef, 3 lbs potatoes, 4 loaves, I lb sugar
and 1/4 lb tea. Perhaps not surprisingly, King Edward VII
had declined to receive them or their petition, but their
protest may nevertheless have helped the passage through
Parliament later that year of the Unemployed Workmen Bill,
the beginning of the idea of state assistance for the
unemployed.
Less dramatic events took place in July when the British
Medical Association held its 73rd annual meeting at
Leicester. It was attended by more than a thousand members
from all parts of the United Kingdom, as well as a number of
foreign and colonial delegates. General meetings took place
in the Y.M.C.A. building on London Road and sectional
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ones in the Technical & Art Schools in the Newarke, where
“a large room [had] been fitted up as a pathological
museum”. Some events were also held at the Temperance
Hall in Granby Street, the Royal Opera House in Silver
Street and the Drill Hall in the Newarke, where “an
interesting exhibition of surgical appliances” could be seen.
Proceedings opened on Monday, 24th July, and the
following evening, after a special service at St. Martin’s
Church, when the Bishop of Birmingham preached a
sermon, the president-elect, Dr. G. C. Franklin, who was an
honorary surgeon at Leicester Infirmary, delivered his
presidential address at the Royal Opera House. It was on the
subject of medical education and was followed by a
reception for overseas visitors. Other local doctors who took
part in the proceedings were Dr. C. J. Bond, also a surgeon
at the Infirmary, who read a paper on surgery, and Dr. C. K.
Millard, who later became Leicester’s Medical Officer of
Health.
One of the highlights of the week was an address by Dr.
Henry Maudsley, consulting physician to the West London
Hospital in Hammersmith, dealing with the success of the
preventive war against disease, which attracted a very large
audience. (He later founded the Maudsley Hospital in South
London.) Dr. V. H. Rutherford of London sounded a
warning note when he attributed degeneration to alcoholism,
with £160 million spent every year on drink – more than was
spent on food; he recommended the appointment of a
Minister of Public Health.

An early view of the Y.M.C.A. building, Leicester, where the
1905 annual meeting of the B.M.A. was held.

July and an excursion to Belvoir Castle (courtesy of the
Duke of Rutland) was included in the week’s events. The
association ended its visit to Leicester with an evening
garden party at Abbey Park on Friday, 28th July, hosted by
the Mayor, Councillor Stephen Hilton, when 2000 guests
were present.
Sources:
1. Andrew Carnegie also funded libraries at Melton Mowbray
(1904) and Loughborough (1905), but he did not attend the
opening ceremonies.
2. Leicester Daily Mercury, 8 May 1905.
3. G. Clarke Nuttall. Guide to Leicester and Neighbourhood
(1905), 27-8.
4. It is difficult to arrive at an accurate figure for the number of
marchers as contemporary accounts vary somewhat. The Times
stated that about 480 set out from Leicester: most of those who
dropped out did so at Market Harborough, but one or two more
left the march later on or were expelled for misbehaviour.
5. According to the Leicester Daily Mercury, there were 164 exservicemen among the marchers, of whom 102 had seen active
service, including one old soldier who had served in both the
Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny; 57 were former members
of the Leicestershire Regiment.
6. A fourth man, F. W. Dawdrey, is also described in some reports
as one of the leaders of the march.
7. Bedford Chapel and Hall closed in 1908. They were rebuilt as
the Charrington Hall, but this was destroyed in an air raid in
1940. Camden History Society, Streets of St. Pancras (2002).
65.

The B.M.A.’s annual dinner was held on ‘Thursday, 27th
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Joseph Wood: Preacher of
“Sweetness and Light”
Gerald T. Rimmington

I

n 1884 the Revd. John Page Hopps, minister of the Great
Meeting Unitarian Church in Leicester, wrote a letter to
the editor of the Leicester Daily Post, in which he asked
(probably with a chuckle) ‘whether a Unitarian may be
minister of a Congregational Church, and whether it is a
matter of course….that a minister of a Congregational
Church becomes the minister of a well-known Unitarian
Church, and in doing so says “I make no change”’.1 He was
referring to his friend, the enigmatic Joseph Wood, the
founding minister of Wycliffe Congregational (now United
Reformed) Church, who lived and worked in Leicester for
fifteen years, from 1869 to 1884, before departing to become
the minister at the Old Meeting in Birmingham.
Wood was born in 1843, the son of James Wood, Governor
of the National Refuge for Homeless and Destitute Children
in London. He is known to have attended King’s College,
London, a strictly Anglican institution for the training of
clergy, but seems to have left both the college and
Anglicanism before attaining either a University of London
degree or the college’s own Associateship diploma. The
college at the time would have been living under the shadow
of F. D. Maurice’s dismissal from a professorship there in
1853; the ideas expressed in his Theological Essays would
have lingered. Students would have argued over Christian
Socialism. They would have noted Maurice’s sympathy with
Unitarians, his insistence that great literature other than the
Bible was equally inspired by God, and especially his dislike
of the idea of eternal punishment. Certainly the shadow of
Maurice lingered long enough for Wood to have been

enveloped by it,2 for it was the hallmark of his ministry at
King’s Lynn, a task upon which he embarked in 1866
without further training in a Congregational college.3
In May 1869 Wood preached at Oxford Street Chapel in
Leicester, the Leicester Chronicle commenting that he was
‘a minister of great ability and promise, who belongs to the
“broad church” of Nonconformity’.4 It is clear that this was
‘preaching with a view’ to becoming the minister there.
When William Woods had left the Oxford Street pastorate
for Australia earlier in the year it was clear that the
congregation wanted his successor to be ‘a political parson’,
‘who would look after the passing political events’.5 It had
been noted that ‘at Lynn he has been prominent, like Mr.
Picton in Leicester, in the promotion of public movements,
in giving special Sunday lectures to working men, and in
conducting training classes for the young’. By June 13 he
was already commencing what would be a short ministry at
Oxford Street.6
It is evident that in Congregational minds in Leicester Wood
was associated with James Allanson Picton, described as ‘a
man of keen, alert and sanguine mind’, who, when he had
been appointed to the pastorate of the Gallowtree Gate
Chapel in 1863 was so popular that the side pews had had to
be altered to effect increased accommodation. He was,
however, said to believe that ‘Christ was a mere man who
performed no miracles, who shared at least some of the
prejudices of his time and nation, and who wrought the great
revolution traced to Him by appealing to and revealing the

The hall of the Collegiate School
which had closed down in 1866,
was bought by the Revd. Joseph
Wood’s congregation and named
Wycliffe Congregational Church.
(Reproduced by kind permission of
the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland)
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external element in man’. Not surprisingly Picton did not
survive there as minister beyond 1869. There was a split in
the congregation, followed by an exodus of about a hundred
Picton supporters, who were soon to join Wood’s church.7
It was not long before Wood too was accused of heresy. The
Oxford Street congregation became divided, and the minister
and eighty members resigned. Wood and the resigning
members held services at the Corn Exchange and
Temperance Hall until eventually, in 1872, they bought the
hall attached to the defunct Collegiate School for boys,
which had closed in 1866. The new church soon had effigies
of John Wycliffe and Hugh Latimer at the front, and was
named Wycliffe Congregational Church; the intention was
that it should become the ‘morning star’ of a new
reformation.8
Wycliffe was a very unusual church. There were no formal
requirements for church membership, apart from attendance
at services and financial subscription. The initial rules
specified acceptance of ‘only open and free communion’,
and recognised as members ‘all who regularly attend its
services, and who have placed themselves in communication
with the Minister or the Committee, that their names be
entered on a Church roll’.9
There was, however, a statement in the first roll of church
members which modified this, stating that ‘the only essential
doctrines required by the Deed to be held by the Pastor are
the Fatherhood of God and the Divinity of Our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ’. The statement went on to say that:
A Christian Church is a society of individuals the
members of which regard God and man from
Jesus Christ’s standpoint. This position is
reached not by an intellectual but by a practical
and experimental examination of the life and
words of Jesus Christ. As a result of such
obedience each member becomes possessed of
the conviction that God is “the Father from
whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named”. It is the perception of this Fatherhood
and this Brotherhood which qualifies for
membership in a Christian society; and in
realising these relationships in love and ministry
lies the true sphere of every Church’s work.10
It is clear from the statement that Wood and his members
were Unitarian rather than Trinitarian in doctrine.
Wood was both industrious and persuasive in urging his
congregation to experiment with special schemes to raise the
level of religious intensity. There was, for instance, a
committee meeting in 1874 at which he introduced
discussion ‘as to the desirability of holding some special
Prayer Meetings and Services….in order to obtain more
fervour and zeal among the members of the congregation’. It
was not long before ‘all present seemed to agree….and it
was resolved that the same be undertaken without delay’.11
By 1877 there were several educational classes, in one of

The Revd. Joseph Wood. (Reproduced by
kind permission of the Leicester Literary
and Philosophical Society).

which, since Wood was a gifted musician, he taught singing.
As well as French and English classes there was a ‘large
Society, meeting each Thursday evening for Debate and
Social Reunion’.12 Seaward Beddow, who became minister
at Wycliffe more than two decades after Wood’s departure,
quoted a contemporary (but unnamed source) to the effect
that Wood’s ‘outstanding quality [was] a ripe independence
of thought…. In the pulpit he had a beautiful and flexible
voice; his reading of the Bible was superior to any I have
known elsewhere. He was not afraid of raising a smile in
Church, although in those days few ministers dared to do
that’.13
In 1874 Wood was elected chairman of the Leicester School
Board, set up under the terms of the Education Act 1870 to
provide elementary education facilities. He succeeded David
Vaughan, the vicar of St. Martin’s and founder of the
Working Men’s College which was later named after him.
Vaughan and the Church Party formed a majority on the
board when it was set up and elections were held in 1871,
but after the elections in 1874 it was the LiberalNonconformists headed by Wood who dominated, and who
proceeded rapidly to open new schools. Wood quickly
realised that the type of school building then favoured, and
designed basically as one large room in which a headmaster
operated with the assistance of pupil teachers, was
inefficient. He noted the report produced by J. F. Moss, the
journalist-secretary of the Sheffield School Board, which
expressed admiration for the Prussian Volks-Kindergarten,
with its classrooms designed for 50 to 80 pupils, with
children assigned to classes according to age and attainment,
each class taught by a qualified teacher. He noted too that
Vaughan had ignored the advice of Her Majesty’s Inspector
J. R. Blakiston, who had advocated at least some schools in
which the main room was reduced in favour of ‘four smaller
classrooms, or three larger rooms attached to each’. He was
quick to persuade the board to rescind the earlier decision to
build the Charnwood Street School according to the older
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pattern. He then visited a new school in London built on the
classroom system, and returned to propose that Charnwood
Street be built on similar lines, with twelve classrooms
ranged around a central hall. He also proposed that the staff
would consist of five certificated teachers, five ex-pupils
teachers and twelve pupil teachers. Wood argued very
persuasively that there would be ‘increased order and
discipline in the school, a more thorough classification of the
children, a more accurate estimate of the progress made by
each child, that each child came under the direct control of a
qualified teacher, that the teaching was more thorough and
systematic, and that the parents greatly preferred it’. Schools
with classrooms built around three sides of a central hall,
like Charnwood Street, were to be the norm for all schools
built subsequently in Leicester up to 1903, when the school
boards were superseded by Local Education Authorities.
Wood was in command of the situation until 1884, when he
left Leicester for Birmingham,14 the editor of the Leicester
Chronicle commenting that as chairman of the board he had:
laboured with an assiduity, earnestness, and
determination which have had a marked and
beneficial effect on the policy of the Board. The
rev. gentleman is undoubtedly an enthusiast in
school work, but his enthusiasm has been
tempered by a judgment singularly sound, and
the result of his efforts….is seen today in the
proud position which Leicester occupies among
the towns of the country in the matter of
elementary education.15
Like most of the leading ministers of Leicester, both
Anglican and Nonconformist, Wood became an enthusiastic
member of the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society.
It was a neutral debating chamber for people of widely
differing views, within which he quickly became ‘a strong
advocate for the recognition and active discharge of the duty
of the Society towards the town of Leicester’. In 1877 he
suggested that the members were not doing enough to
elevate the citizenry beyond their own ranks. He proposed
that ‘it should assume the position in the town which the
Midland Institute held in Birmingham, that it might greatly
aid the higher education of the people by establishing
courses of lectures, open to the public generally, and that a
first course on Music would be popular and successful’.
Before long there was a course of four lectures on ‘The
History and Development of Pianoforte Music’ given by E.
Dannreuther, to which the ‘public were admitted on the
same terms as the members’. It was followed by courses in
other subjects.16
In October 1880, mindful of the opening of a university
college in Nottingham, Wood gave a presidential address in
which he continued to declare that the Society should be
doing more for higher education in the town. He stated
bluntly that ‘it should be prepared to take another step
forward by forming the nucleus of a movement which might
ultimately lead to the establishment of a local university’.17
Others were to take up the challenge later, but it was Wood’s
idea initially, that there should be a university in Leicester.
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Despite all his remarkable gifts and boundless energy,
however, there was always a question mark dangling like a
Damoclean sword over Wood’s continuation in the
Congregational ministry. One incident in 1874 must have
made him wonder if he was in the right denomination. A
letter was received by the Executive Committee of the
Leicestershire and Rutland Congregational Union from
Robert Dawson, secretary of the Notts. County
Congregational Union, complaining that Wood was
expressing ‘opinions at variance with what we believe to be
fundamental principles of polity or doctrine most surely
accepted among the Churches of our faith and order’. He
was accused of believing ‘that the teachings of our Lord
have no authority for us drawn from his Divine claims, but
only such as depends on the amount of truth which in our
individual opinion those teachings may contain’. There must
have been much embarrassment, for Wood himself was a
member of the committee. He was not, however, asked to
explain himself; nor did he offer a rebuttal. No action was
taken, the excuse being that the complaint had come from
outside the County Union’s area rather than from within it.18
More seriously, the Autumn Assembly of the
Congregational Union of England and Wales was held in
Leicester in 1877. In conjunction with it there was a fringe
meeting to try to settle the differences between those holding
views similar to Wood’s and those who were orthodox
Trinitarians. Wood was present at the meeting to hear J. A.
Picton state that he was trying to ‘discover some common
ground on which Christians of varying shades of thought
might meet in independence of dogma or of Christianity’s
historical basis’. Both groups were conscious that they were
trying to combat rising secularism. The orthodox group saw
the answer in increased evangelistic activity; the liberals
were more likely to engage in cultural activities of an
‘elevating’ kind. Although the matter was discussed at great
length in the following Spring Assembly of the
Congregational Union in London a majority of delegates
decided to reaffirm their conviction that ‘in the unity of the
God head there are three persons of one substance, power
and eternity [so that the] doctrine of the Trinity is the
foundation of our communion with God’, as had been agreed
in the Declaration of Faith and Order agreed by the Elders of
the Congregational Church in England in 1658.19 It was in
vain that the liberals like Picton and Wood complained that
times had changed, that the Utilitarianism of Bentham and
Mill, Darwin’s Origin of Species, Marx’s Das Kapital and
the rise of higher criticism had made biblical literalism
outmoded and orthodox theology in need of revision. Wood
himself responded by writing a book on The Bible: what it
IS and what it is NOT. He also gave lectures on Blake,
Browning, Tennyson, Hardy and Ruskin, as well as directing
performances of Gilbert and Sullivan operas.
It was only a matter of time before Wood made the break
with Congregationalism. That opportunity came in 1884,
when he was invited to become the minister of the Old
Meeting in Birmingham. It was an invitation that had been
made several times before, but which he had resisted, so he
told his church members, because of ‘bonds of affection and
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A Handbill for the old Great Central

T

his handbill from 1968 advertises the few remaining
passenger trains along the old Great Central London
Extension line from Nottingham, through Leicester Central
station, to Rugby. The main line route south of Rugby had
already been severed in September 1966, following the
withdrawal of the through services to London Marylebone
and Banbury. This limited local service offered no direct
connections at either end of the route. Tickets were
purchased from the guard on the train and could only be
booked to the few stations on the line. Season tickets were
still available for the declining number of commuters, but
their purchase required a visit to a different (staffed) station
in Nottingham, Leicester, or Rugby. The handbill also states
that cycles and perambulators are carried, but that
passengers are responsible for their removal from stations.
The point was well-made: most of the stations had been
characteristically built with island platforms, where access
from the road level could now only be gained by negotiating
a lengthy staircase. Since all of the stations were now
unstaffed, no assistance or lift would be available. Not
surprisingly, the service was sparsely patronised. It survived
only until May 1969 when the former Great Central route
was totally closed.
Jon Dean

continued from page 24.
esteem which had grown between us’.20 Even so, he decided
that he did not like the label of ‘Unitarian’ any more than he
would have liked being called a ‘Trinitarian’; he was
‘simply going from one free church to another’.21 The
Leicester Chronicle commented that:
The town will lose a very powerful religious,
social and political influence, which was all the
more powerful because it acted mainly below the
surface, as it were, and many of us will miss a
real friend.22
What is certain is that Leicester lost a very remarkable man.
Notes and references:
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2.
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4.
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7.
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G. T. Rimmington & A. McWhirr, Gallowtree Gate
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Peel, These Hundred Years: A History of the Congregational
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Seaward Beddow, B.A., at a memorial service for the Revd. J.
Wood held at Wycliffe Congregational Church.
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Beaumanor Park and its role in
World War II and beyond
Mike Coleman

B

eaumanor Park which lies in the small village of
Woodhouse near Loughborough has remarkable
connections with the intelligence and code-breaking
operations of the Second World War. The park became an
intelligence corps training school and a secret listening
station, being the home of the War Office ‘Y’ Group, from
where the operators intercepted encrypted enemy signals in
Morse Code and sent them to Station X at Bletchley Park for
decoding.

Beaumanor Hall.

Beaumanor Park consisted of Beaumanor Hall, 28 mixed
and dairy farms, St Mary’s in the Elms church, the vicarage
house (Garats Hay), 5 country residences, 81 attractive
houses/cottages and shops and 4520 acres of parkland. The
ownership of Beaumanor had been in the Herrick family
since 1594 who rented it out to the War Office during the
Second World War. Initially Beaumanor Hall was used for
the No.6 Intelligence School.
As the war proceeded it had soon became apparent that a
vital part of the war was to be communications, and
numerous listening stations with a decoding centre at
Bletchley Park were set up to intercept and decode enemy
messages to give Britain a vital insight into what the enemy
was planning.
Fort Bridgewoods near Chatham in Kent was one of the
early listening stations, its operators scouring the radio
spectrum for German signals. It was run by a small number
of adept professionals under the guidance of Lieutenant
Commander Ellingworth, a retired naval man. As the phoney
war came to a close, the levels of radio traffic increased
along with the danger of attack and invasion, and
Ellingworth and his team were moved to RAF Chicksands in
Bedfordshire in 1940. This move promised better
accommodation and a safer existence away from the
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bombing in the south. However, upon arrival, they found
that only two small rooms in the priory had been allocated to
them as Wireless Intercept Set Rooms, and only half of an
acre of land was available for the aerials. Ellingworth made
representation to London while work continued, and the Fort
Bridgewoods “exiles” became known as the Special Y
Group, SYG for short.
With the increasing amount of Enigma traffic, it was realised
that Y Service resources also needed to be greatly expanded
and a countrywide search took place to identify suitable sites
that were within close proximity to major road, rail and
telephone systems which would maximise communication
links back to Bletchley Park. Beaumanor Park fell into this
category. Although the hall was already occupied by No.6
Intelligence School, this left some 350 acres of land around
the site which was available for the necessary administration
and Set Rooms to be built, and which would provide the
space required for the masts, towers and aerials. So work
began on Beaumanor Park and in October 1941 the SYG
were moved from RAF Chicksands to Beaumanor.
Upon arrival the staff were met by the local billeting officer
and things went much smoother this time. However, the Set
Rooms were not in the best of condition for operations, but
the staff made do with what they had. An interesting insight
into life at Beaumanor can be gleaned from the “Beaumanor
Staff Magazine” (BSM) which was produced between
October 1941 and Summer 1949. With the move came a
change in name for the group from SYG to the “War Office
Y Group” with Beaumanor becoming the group’s
headquarters, hence WOYG HQ. During the war the Y
network included Strategical (fixed) Intercept Stations such
as Beaumanor, small mobile Tactical Intercept Stations, and
Direction Finding Stations.
Civilians including licensed radio amateurs filled many of
the Y Services posts at first but as the Y Services expanded
to keep pace with the increasing amount of radio traffic, it
soon became clear that not enough experienced operators
were available to undertake the task, so training for ATS,
WAAF, and Wren service personnel was started to produced
trained operators for the Y service.
At Beaumanor, the first operators were mainly civilian
EWA’s (Experimental Wireless Assistants), SWA’s (Senior
Wireless Assistants) and W/Ops (Wireless Operators). Most
of these operators had been amateur radio operators before
the war, and came from civilian trades such as the Post
Office. These expert operators worked mainly in Hut H and
formed their own community. When the first of the ATS
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Operation Hut H with aerial, showing dummy chimney and
dummy windows. Hut I is at the back.

girls arrived on the site the existing operators were not very
complimentary about the girls newly acquired skills, but
double banking with experienced operators soon proved that
the girls would be invaluable to the ‘Y’ Services. The
various Huts on site did not mix and in some cases what
went on in the other Huts remained a mystery to many for
over 30 years afterwards.

Operational Hut H. This Set Room was disguised as a pair
of cottages.

The first contingent of ATS girls were sent to Beaumanor in
1942, Some were billeted in Quorn at various cottages and
the ‘Old Bull’s Head’. Others went to Barrow-on-Soar and a
small group to Newtown Linford behind the ‘Bradgate’
while others were spread around Woodhouse Eaves.
The layout of the wireless station at Beaumanor was as far as is
known unique. The huts which housed the wireless receivers
(Set Rooms) were designed to look like the usual buildings to
be found in the grounds of an estate of this type. Two of the
Set Rooms were designed to look like semi-detached farm
cottages from the outside with false front doors, chimneys and
windows. Inside it was one large room, with only the windows
at the top being real. Other buildings were disguised as a cart
shed, stables and a cricket pavilion complete with a false clock
tower. A later addition was a large Victorian style greenhouse.
All of this was to give the right appearance from the air and
even the locals were fooled from a distance.
The Huts as they were called, were just that - cold and
draughty with leaking roofs in the winter, and hot and humid
in the summer, conditions which were far from ideal for the
long hours of demanding and exhausting work that were
undertaken by the expert wireless operators.

Inside Hut A, the “cricket pavilion” which was the Teleprinter
room. The pneumatic tubes which were used to receive the
intercepted messages from the four Set rooms are shown in
the top left of the illustration.

The technical equipment used for wireless intercept work
was different from that used for the normal broadcast
receivers available during the day. Highly selective precision
receivers were required to tune into the often weak signals
and at this time the only people using this type of equipment
outside the ‘Y’ Services were the amateur radio operators,
many of whom were taken on as operators by the various
organisations in the war years. The story of the Voluntary
Interceptors, “VI’s, MI8c” is one of great interest. These
amateur radio operators would have made most of their own
equipment; with commercial equipment being beyond the
means of the vast majority of people. The commercial radio
receiver that was required for the intercept work and which
was to become the backbone of the radio world for years
after the war came from America. Examples can still be
found for sale even today, many of which still work.
Many of the 350 acres at Beamanor were used for the
aerials, some of which required supports of up to 100 meters
or more. Much effort and expertise was needed to maintain
an aerial farm of this size, and often wires broke or supports
blew down.

National HRO used for intercept work during World War II.

With the use of broadband radio amplifiers and distribution
systems one antenna could be shared between 18 radios or
so. One hut typically had 16 operators and a supervisor.
Some of the antennas needed to be duplicated for different
directions and not all of the operators needed to be on the
same antenna, so the distribution system was complex. The
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operators at Beaumanor worked hard within the constantly
changing environment, as various anti-intercept techniques
were employed by the Germans to avoid being monitored:
frequencies were changed at a key phrase or time, signals
were masked by transmitting close to other occupied
frequencies, the amount of transmitted power was kept down
to the minimum required to maintain two way
communication links, whilst different frequencies were used
to transmit and receive.

War Office “Y” Group. Portion of interior of a typical manual
Set room.

Operators fresh from training who were capable of sending
and receiving messages adequately in the classroom, would
find the real world of signal intercept so very different. Their
first day as a new operator would be spent sitting with an
experienced operator (double banked – sharing a double set
of earphones). It was commonplace to find that a new
operator could hear traffic, but not what the experienced
operator was hearing and taking down. The work involved
keeping the radio on frequency, changing frequency,
searching, paperwork, as well as taking down the messages
from the target stations. It was common by the end of the
first shift for a new so-called fully trained operator to have
felt that they had achieved nothing. However, with the help
and guidance of the more experienced operators, the novice
operators started to get over what at first seemed to be an
insurmountable block.

Intelligence was the most secret and long lasting activity.
Analysts worked on the reading of logs, direction finding
and plotting, the correlation of decrypted messages, times,
dates, frequency, operator and call signs, and helped to
produce detailed breakdowns of the various radio nets in
operation. They were even able to predict call sign changes
so that operators could be given schedules of when the
enemy network should next be activated, on what
frequencies and by which operators. Work was carried out
jointly with Bletchley Park on network analysis
transforming what became known as “Fusion” then onto
what was called “Super Fusion”.
Currently few sources have been found on the work of the
No.6 Intelligence School contingent at Beaumanor. However
the writings of Hugh Skillen point to the probability that
No.6 Intelligence School trained the Tactical Y groups in the
skills which were required to break simple German codes in
the field. The Tactical Y Groups operated on the front lines
in places like the North Africa arena, using mobile Y
vehicles receiving the tank to tank, and tank to HQ signals,
at quite short distances. This type of communication was
tactically significant, as the messages were not usually
enciphered by the enemy with the Enigma machines, but
used other simpler methods, allowing the operators to
decipher the messages without having to wait for them to be
sent back to Bletchley overnight and returned the next night.
This is one explanation for the comings and goings of No.6
Intelligence School in the Hall at Beaumanor and the
movement of a large number of their staff to Bletchley as the
amount of traffic increased. It can be said that the modern
understanding of the phrase Signals Intelligence was born at
Beaumanor Park although it will still be many years before
the records in the national archives will be opened up to
show just which processes and systems were born there.
By the end of the war in Europe (8th May 1945) Beaumanor
was host to 1,300 wireless operators who manned 120
wireless sets twenty-four hours a day. Then as the rumblings
of the “Cold War” were starting to reverberate around
Britain, the site was purchased by the Ministry of Defence in
1946 and re-tasked on a smaller scale to other areas of
interest and continued its evolution through till 1970 when it
closed its gates for the last time as part of the Y service.

The way a person sends manual Morse is similar to a voice,
and experienced operators were able to identify individual
senders through their “fist” as it was known, even when their
call sign changed. Hours of experience were required to
unravel the more complex situations such as overlapping
signals from different stations and at varying strengths,
mixed in with interference, both man-made and atmospheric.
An experienced operator would be able to identify and
dismiss extraneous signals in seconds.
During the war, many things changed at Beaumanor in and
around the Set Rooms. Research and development went on
continuously at the site including improvements to aerials,
amplification of signals, direction finding, radio technology,
and transmitter finger printing. “SigInt” or Signals
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Closing Beaumanor in July 1970.

Medieval grave-slabs from Leicester
Cathedral

Leicestershire Historian 2005

Terry Y. Cocks

T

he floor of the pre-Reformation church of St Martin,
now Leicester Cathedral, must have contained many
monumental brasses and incised slabs. Thomas
North, in A Chronicle of the Church of Saint Martin in
Leicester (1866) tells us that in 1547 nine hundred pounds of
brass was sold (half of it to Thomas Newcombe the
bellfounder), much of it probably from gravestones in the
church.
Only five of these memorial slabs survive, and only one, a
small stone of c. 1500, with indents of brasses of a man and
woman, remains in situ in the floor of St Catherine’s Chapel.
Four much larger slabs were deposited in the old Western
Burial Ground adjacent to the Guildhall when St Martin’s
was rebuilt in the 1860s. From recent work on the interior of
the tower and spire it seems that parts of some slabs were
used in the rebuilding, as a few stones were seen to bear
traces of carved lines, though no marks of figures or
inscriptions were to be seen.
The slabs in the Western Burial Ground were examined in
1951 by Mr J. A. Daniell of Leicester Museums, and later by
Mr F.A. Greenhill, who described two of them in his book
The Incised Slabs of Leicestershire and Rutland (1958), a
volume published by this Society. One slab, of Tournai
marble, c. 1325, bearing the incised figures of two men, was
subsequently fixed in the wall of the Cathedral Song School
passage; another, with brass indents of 14th/15th century
date but re-used no fewer than four times, was similarly reerected in the north transept in 1964.
The slabs left in the burial ground were:
1. A slab of yellow sandstone, 232cm by 193cm, 22cm
deep, estimated to weigh approximately one ton. It could
be identified as one illustrated by Nichols, displaying a

floriated cross, with a black-letter inscription of which
the name CARDEMAKER could be read, the name of a
Leicester family fl. c. 1350-1470. In 1956 a little of the
cross head and lettering could still be discerned.
2. A slab 230cm by 104cm, 10cm deep. Dating from c.
1500, it bore indents recognisable as (1) figures of a
civilian and his wife; (2) probably a representation of the
Holy Trinity of the Virgin and Child above their heads;
(3) two groups of sons and daughters; (4) inscription
plate; (5) corner decorations, perhaps emblems of the
Four Evangelists.
During preparations for the building of the Cathedral Visitor
Centre on the site of the Western Burial Ground the two
slabs were again examined in 1995, when it was found that
weathering had entirely obliterated the traces of carving
noted on the Cardemaker stone in 1956. It was felt, however,
that it was of interest as it could be identified from Nichols,
and that both slabs should be preserved as survivals of the
pre-Reformation church. Discussions were held with
Leicester City Council and their Museums Service about the
slabs being re-sited in the cathedral precincts or the
Guildhall complex, or placed in storage by the museum, but
their bulky size presented problems.
A solution was found early in 2005, when by arrangement
with the Revd. David Cawley and the Churches
Conservation Trust, the two large slabs, with five 18th
century headstones and fragments of a medieval stone
coffin, were removed to All Saints’ churchyard, Highcross
Street. Here they have been placed in the north-east corner
of the churchyard, the headstones re-erected against the wall
and the two slabs and the coffin fragments placed in front of
them.

continued from page 28.
The site at Beaumanor still exists and has been owned by the
Leicestershire Education Authority since 1974. Until
recently the Set Room buildings had been left alone and the
only work carried out on them was to tidy them up. Now the
LEA is turning them into residential accommodation for
visiting children.
For further reading:
1. Moore, Len. Z17 - My War Memories. Self Published.
ISBN 0952977907
A personal insight into the life of Len Moore one of the
operators at Beaumanor.

2. Skillen, Hugh, introduced by. The Rest of BSM: Four
Years of Wartime Wit and Humour in the Royal
Signals/ATS/Intelligence Corps. 1995. ISBN
0951519069
A detailed reconstruction of the Beaumanor Staff
Magazine and much more.
3. Skillen, Hugh. Enigma and its Achilles Heel. 1992. ISBN
0 951519093 (paperback) ISBN 0 951519026 (hardback)
4. Nicholls, Joan. England Needs You: The story of
Beaumanor Y station in World War Two. 2000 ISBN 09538186-0-8
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The location puzzle of the old Groby Mill
David Ramsey

T

he artist G. Harley recorded this beautiful
picture of the old Groby water mill in the
year 1820 (right). The mill building was
actually beyond repair at the time it was
sketched and painted and was due to be replaced
with a new water mill built on the eastern side of
Groby Pool.
Fortunately, the pre enclosure map of Groby
together with its 2,000 strip fields has survived
within the Grey family estate archive and Groby
Mill is clearly shown by the cartographer John
Doharty on the north side of the Pool, although he
omitted to show the water source and this has
been added by the writer. The Harley mill
lithograph although held in the village for many
years was never subject to question as the later
new mill, built just inside the present Sheet
Hedges granite quarry – east of Groby Pool – was
thought to have replaced the earlier mill building, reusing the
same site. However the availability of the 1757 John Doharty
pre-enclosure map in the mid 1980s has caused a re-think on
the Groby mill locations and the water supplies necessary to
drive mill wheels. Surprising as it may seem documents from
the Grey archive show that Groby Pool was in fact not used as
a power source until sometime after the year 1818.
Not knowing this fact when the investigation first began it
seemed improbable that the obvious, ever present water
source, Groby Pool would not be used and this fact alone
certainly distracted more than one mind from considering
other water supplies. The facts that no streams emanate from
Barn Hills (a wooded area directly behind where the early
mill building stood), and that the edge of field ditches close
to what is now the Newtown Lane never carry enough water
to drive a mill wheel, initially caused any other source than
the Pool from being considered.
The answer to the power source puzzle came from reading
the landscape and realising that the pre-enclosure road, now
a footpath, which at one time allowed horses and carts to

travel between Newtown and Groby close to the north side
of the Pool never crossed a continuous mark in the green
fields south of the old road.
The field mark is in fact the remnants of an old water
channel, or leat now almost indistinct which links the old
Groby mill site c.1800 at 107’ above sea level – itself now a
faint depression in the ground – with Old Wood which lies
roughly in a north-westerly direction close to the stable ruins
of the second Bradgate House, near Markfield. Even this
source has such a limited water flow at the time of writing
that it would be considered and dismissed if an assessment
of its potential were to take place today. This may be due to
the large land fill containment area which now restricts the
flow of water reaching Old Wood from the slightly higher
Lawn Wood at approximately 130’ above sea level close to
the A50 at the Groby/Field Head boundary.
Once the leat had been established it was necessary to revisit the known facts about Groby Pool as so often it has
been described in Leicestershire promotional leaflets as, “the
largest natural sheet of water in the County”.
(i) The Domesday survey of 1086 does not mention a large
stretch of water or fishponds in Groby.
(ii) The first mention of the present Groby Pool is in 1127
after the death of William de Ferrers of Groby. An
inquisition taken of his possessions at the time of death
refers to two pools and two water mills. (2)

The early Groby Mill site from the John Doharty preenclosure map of 1757 shown with the water channels
enhanced. The dotted white line indicates the possible run off
from a small holding pool at the rear of building ‘A’ towards
the second Water mill located closer to the Ashby/Leicester
Road. (1)
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The ancient leat, which fed water to the old Groby mill site. It is now nearly 200 years since this 1,000-yard leat, or channel
carried water from the Lawn Wood into Old Wood, close to the second Bradgate House and then onwards, gradually
descending to the mill on the north side of Groby Pool.

(iii) A paper by Carol David who carried out research into
the age and composition of the sedimentary layers at
Groby Pool can be found in the Loughborough
University, Department of Geography working paper
No4 of 1989. The conclusions drawn in the paper are that
both sediment stratigraphy and pollen counts show the
Pool to be of relatively recent origin, possibly created
during the 12th century A.D.
Carol David’s findings fit neatly with the documentary
history previously outlined and the recent location of the leat
supplying the early Groby Mill suggests that Groby Pool

was formed by men working on Lord Ferrers estate after the
construction of the mills referred to in the inquisition taken
on the death of William de Ferrers in 1127.
Close examination of Old Wood (OS SK 513091) shows a
considerable amount of effort has been made to ensure the
maximum amount of water is collected on the hillside
between the former Bradgate House and Old Wood. The
various water sources are then directed towards a single
outlet from Old Wood which is tapped for the early Groby
Mill – a much slower run off percolates into the west end of
Groby Pool.
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Groby/Newtown used the pre-enclosure road north of the Pool at ‘Y’ until c. 1790. The section of the road at ‘X’ was used
both pre- and post-enclosure and the erosion on this sector is almost certainly due to damp ground and scouring by the
concentrated traffic at this point between the years 1127 and 1900. The latter date being when tarmac was used to surface
the section of the road between Sheet Hedges quarry and Groby village.
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Within and close to the Old Wood, Groby. Opposite bottom left: A dried up leat which gives an indication of the former leat width
3’ throughout its course. Opposite bottom right: A culvert within Old Wood which has granite sides and a slab of slate top. Early
granite spoil workings above the slate. Above: Before joining the stream out of Old Wood the early spoil heap has been
deliberately stopped prior to the leat cutting.
Postscript: -

Once the early channel leading the Groby water mill was established the Bradgate water mill, close to the house ruins in the
centre of Bradgate Park was reassessed. There is now good reason to believe the Bradgate leat was cut behind All Saints
church, Newtown Linford so that the driving force was not lost and that a dam was not required within the park to lift the water
level again.
This postcard shows the Park c. 1900 and the water channel is very obvious just to the left of the oak tree, the roots of which
have spread into the now dry cutting. There was no entry to the Park from the Newtown Linford church area until the house
was vacated in 1739 (3).

Further reading: 1. The Landscape of a Leicestershire Parish by Stephen
Woodward, Leicestershire Museums Art Galleries and
Records Service ISBN 0 85022 1676 – Leicestershire
Museums publication No 58 – 1984. Gives details on the
second Groby water mill location at some distance from
Groby Pool.
2. The making of the English Landscape – Leicestershire.
W. G. Hoskins (An illustrated Essay on the History of
the Landscape) The fishing in Groby Pool – “the largest
natural sheet of water in the county” – had been worth
40/- per year in 1288 but by 1445 it had fallen to 2/- a
year. Page 27.

3. Breakfast at Bradgate, David Ramsey 1996 ISBN 1898884-09-9 Explains the early Bradgate entrances.
Acknowledgements:
To Richard Burrows for permission to use the Groby Mill
lithograph and doing the initial exploration to find the water
source.
To the late Victor Geary for information on road surfaces
around Groby c. 1900 and his experiences and observations
as a granite quarry worker 1905-1955.
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Online sources for Historians – Treasure at
your fingertips – Leicestershire Museums
“Open Doors” Project
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Debbie Richards

S

ome of the most popular museum collections in the
County are now accessible on the Internet at
www.leics.gov.uk/collections. The Heritage Lottery
funded and County Council supported Open Doors project,
which was officially launched in July 2005, has enabled the
creation of an innovative service that will provide
information about the County’s most popular museum
collections to local people and to a worldwide audience.
Collections included in the Open Doors project are coal
mining, toys, Auster aircraft and highlights from the fashion
collections comprising the designer fashion, Symington and
NEXT collections.
These collections are accessed online through a series of
informative exhibitions and themed categories, and by using
the search facility to look for material that relates to specific
interests or objects. Extensive glossaries and other sources
of information are provided on the site, along with detailed
information about the collections. The online object records
are a mine of useful information and include images,
detailed object descriptions, production information, place,
date and method of each find, materials, measurements,
credit, reference and availability, indicating for example
whether the object is for study by appointment, or is on
public display in one of the museum galleries. Members of
the public can also contact Museum staff directly to enquire
about the objects featured on the website.
Descriptions of the information and items to be found online
in the Museums Open Doors web pages are as follows:
Coal Mining
Leicestershire County Council’s coal mining collections
contain a rich variety of objects, buildings and machinery
that represent the working life of Leicestershire’s mining
communities from 1450 to 1997. The collections are focused
around the former Snibston Colliery site which, dominated
by the impressive ‘Stephenson’ Shaft Headgear of 1915,
includes a now rare set of post-Nationalisation colliery
offices and workshops, with a medical centre, showers, and
an extensive library on geology and coal mining. From the
unique woollen coat dating from around 1550 found at the
open-cast mine site at Coleorton, to pay slips and tallies
from the last days of the Snibston Colliery in the 1980s, the
coal mining collections represent a significant body of
evidence for over 500 years of local mining. Themed
sections include: Coal Winning, Coalfield Communities,
Environmental Control and Testing, Health, Safety and
Welfare, Late Medieval and Early Post Medieval Mining,
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Lighting and Lamps, Management and the Unions, Training
and Education.
Toys and games
Leicestershire County Council’s toy collection covers a wide
range of toys and games dating from the late 16th century to
the present day. Highlights include a collection of late
16th/early 17th century street toys and an extensive
collection of toys, games and dolls made by Palitoy in
Coalville and its sister companies, such as Kenner and
Parker. These include items from famous toy ranges such as
Action Man, Pippa, Care Bears and Strawberry Shortcake.
Many toys from this collection are displayed in the Toy Box
gallery at Snibston Discovery Park while others can be
accessed by special appointment.
Auster Aircraft
The Auster is a light, highwing monoplane designed for
private flying and club use, but also successfully adapted for
military and other purposes. They were built at Thurmaston
and Rearsby in Leicestershire between 1939 and 1965.
Leicestershire County Council has a collection of 5 planes
representing the development of the Auster and extensive
archives relating its design and production.
Designer Fashion
The collection of 20th century and more recent designer
fashion has been developed over the last 15 years in an
attempt to represent the work of designers and companies
who have made a significant contribution to fashion. The
Council tries to acquire garments which are typical of a
designer’s work or are of a type for which that designer is
famous. Most of the items have been purchased, some with
the support of the Friends of Leicester and Leicestershire
Museums. The Council continues to add to this growing
collection which charts some of the changes in fashionable
dress over the last 100 years. Designers whose work is
represented in the online collection include: Chanel,
Christian Dior, Jean-Paul Gaultier, John Galliano, Ralph
Lauren, Mary Quant, Vivienne Westwood and Zandra
Rhodes.
The Symington collection of Corsetry, Foundation &
Swimwear
The Symington collection was created by the Market
Harborough company R. & W. H. Symington, which began
to make corsets for fashionable Victorian ladies in the
1850s. The company eventually grew into an international
concern and one of its most famous products, the Liberty
Bodice, was produced for almost seventy years. This unique
collection was presented to Leicestershire County Council’s
Museums Service in 1980. Although it includes some pieces
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made by their competitors, the collection essentially tells the
story of the Symington company over a period of one
hundred and thirty years. It includes garments and
supporting advertising material, which provide an insight
into the development of corsetry, foundation garments and
swimwear from the late 19th century through to the
beginning of the 1990s.
NEXT
Leicestershire County Council began to collect clothing from
NEXT in the middle of the 1980s, when the company was still
in its infancy. In 1992 the Council entered into a formal
arrangement with the company whereby a male and female
outfit is presented to the collection every season. The
collection grows by at least four complete outfits every year
and these are supported by valuable background information,
promotional literature and the NEXT Directory. Items from
the early years of the NEXT company have been acquired
through the generous gifts of NEXT customers and
employees. The collection represents not only the products of
an international fashion retailer but also helps to tell the story
of a company with its headquarters in Leicestershire. The
collection, which is one of the very few high street fashion
collections in a British museum, continues to grow every year.

Online summary record and image of an undergound
telephone used at Snibston from the 1960s to 1985. From
the online Mining collection.

Whilst being of use for a wide variety of historical research,
the online collections will also be of interest to schools with
the specially developed education resources to support key
stages one, two and three of the National Curriculum.
The online collections are available through Leicestershire
County Council’s web site. The Internet address for Open
Doors is www.leics.gov.uk/collections.
Acknowledgements:
The screen illustrations and part of the text are from
Leicestershire County Council’s web site and are reproduced
here by permission of Leicestershire County Council.

Online description and image of a woollen coat from the
online Coal Mining collection.
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Did Enderby become a Manor in order to
settle a debt?
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Mark Carne

M

embers of the Enderby Heritage Group, during their
research into the Church at Aldeby, have found
documentation that reveals that the creation of the
Manor of Enderby 800 years ago may well have been the
result of a debt incurred by the Earl of Leicester several years
before the event.

Leicester’s history as the founder of Leicester Abbey in 1137.
As part of this he gave the Church at Aldeby and the Chapel at
Whetstone to Leicester Abbey.

It was Robert de Beaumont, son of Robert de Breteuil who was
created the first Earl of Leicester (1107), and the title remained
in the male Beaumont line until 1204. He was succeeded by
his elder son to the earldom of Meulan, and by his second son
Robert le Bossu (Hunchback) to the earldom of Leicester. As
second Earl of Leicester (1118–1168), Robert became one of
Henry I’s most eminent subjects, and is best known in

King John subsequently granted Oliver de Albeny the right to
be called Lord of the Manor in December 1204. Oliver De
Albeny did not however come to live at Enderby, and in 1220
gave the Lordship to his nephew Ralph de Neville who was to
build the first manor house in Enderby. It was also Ralph de
Neville who built the chapel at Enderby in 1225, which he was
to use instead of the church at Aldeby.

His son, Robert Blanchmains, the third Earl of Leicester
(1168-1190) married Petronilla (also referred to in some
sources as Countess Parnel), great-granddaughter of Hugh
Grentesmaisnel, thus restoring the connection of the land
The Charter Roll of 16th Dec 1204/5 states: “Grant to Oliver
associated with Enderby with the Grentesmaisnels according to
de Albiniaco and his heirs of the land of Enderby, which
one version of events. Both Robert and Petronilla were great
Petronilla, Countess of Leicester, gave him for his homage and
supporters of the church. When Thomas Becket was murdered
service”, whilst John Nichols writes in his History and
at Canterbury in 1170, the Count and Countess took part in
Antiquities of Leicestershire “On the same date King John
various attempts to overthrow King Henry II mainly from
granted to Oliver de Albeny and his heirs all that land, at
France for which they both served periods as prisoners of the
Enderby, which Petronilla Countess of Leicester gave to the
King, whilst the town of Leicester also suffered serious
said Oliver de Albeny.” The difference in names is in the
repercussions as a result of their disloyalty. Robert later
translation of the Latin of the charter where he is called
regained royal favour under Richard I and was to die in 1190
Olivero de Albini.
on his way to the Holy Land and is
The story which starts over a century The Enderby Heritage Group was among a buried in Greece.
earlier is complicated by inter-twining number of the county’s local history and
relationships and varying historic heritage groups whose activities were featured His son Robert Fitzparnel became
accounts, making possible at least one in the 2003 edition of the Leicestershire the fourth Earl of Leicester
Historian. The group has recently been (1190–1204), having been invested
interpretation of some of the events.
successful in applying for a grant of £500 from
with the Earldom by Richard I at
the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical
Messina. What has been discovered
The land associated with Enderby was
Society towards its research activities into the
is that in 1194, the fourth Earl
gifted to Hugh de Grentesmaisnel and
Church at Aldeby, the outcome of which will be
his heirs for his part in the Norman written up for a future Society publication. One borrowed money totaling 1357
Conquest of 1066 by William I. Hugh of the by-products of the Group’s work to date marks from Aaron, a moneylender
de Grentesmaisnel was a Norman Lord, is an insight into the creation of Enderby Manor. of Lincoln. The loan was secured by
mortgage on some of the Earl’s
who became one of the most powerful
lands, including Enderby. However, Richard I’s successor,
feudal lords in Leicestershire, holding the most extensive lands
King John had a purge on the usurers (moneylenders) and
in the county by 1086. In 1093 he was succeeded by his son
seized the estates and mortgages held by them and took them
Ivo who was to die while on an overseas pilgrimage and who,
for his own profit. This left the Earl of Leicester in debt to the
according to one source, had mortgaged his property to Robert
King with the king now holding the land associated with
de Breteuil, Count of Meulan before setting out, leaving his
Enderby.
heir unable to inherit his English lands. If this is the case, then
the English holdings of Ivo, including Enderby appear to have
In 1204, in the fifth year of the reign of King John, Petronilla,
passed from the Grentesmaisnels to the de Breteuil family. An
mother of Robert Fitzparnel, took the opportunity to regain
alternative theory is that the land associated with Enderby
possession of the mortgaged Honour of Grentesmaisnel from
remained in the Grentesmaisnel family until after the loss of
the King, paying a large sum of 3000 Marks (£1000) at the
Normandy in the early part of the reign of King John, when the
Court of Exchequer for its return. In order to recover some of
fiefs of knights who had estates both in England and
this money Petronilla gave Oliver de Albeny who came from a
Normandy were seized into King John’s hands. It is known
rich Northamptonshire family the land in Enderby, and in
that the Grentesmaisnel family held land in England and
return received the fiefs from the estate.
Normandy.
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150 years and still going!
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Alan McWhirr

A

round the middle of the nineteenth century a
substantial number of county societies devoted to
the study of antiquities and history were formed.
Such a society was founded in each of our two neighbouring
counties of Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire in 1844 with
other counties following in the 1840s: Bedfordshire (1847),
Buckinghamshire (1847), Sussex (1847), Lancashire and
Cheshire (1848) and Somerset (1849). The formation of a
county society in Leicestershire came slightly later, probably
because there already existed the Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society, founded in 1835, which included the
study of history and archaeology within its activities. In fact
the Lit and Phil set up a number of sectional committees in
1849, one of which was devoted to archaeology. However, it
was clearly felt that the study of the past was not being
covered sufficiently by the Lit and Phil and talks took place
in 1854 with a view to
establishing a society for
Leicestershire devoted to the
study of architecture (historical
and mainly church), history and
archaeology. In due course, on
the 10th January 1855 a meeting
was held in the Guildhall and a
resolution passed to form the
Leicestershire Architectural and
Archaeological Society. Thomas
Ingram, a local solicitor whose
name is still commemorated in Thomas Ingram.(Photo:
the firm of Harvey Ingram Harvey Ingram)
Owston, was one of the first
secretaries, and the local newspaper proprietor, historian and
author, James Thompson, was one of the first members of
the committee. The name of the society reflected the
nineteenth-century interest in church architecture and it was
not until the time of the First World War that the word
architectural was dropped, when it was felt that the term
archaeology included such matters as architecture, and so the
society became the Leicestershire Archaeological Society.
The last change in name occurred in 1955 when it was
agreed to add the word historical and so we are now the
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society.
It was some time before the society took the plunge and
began to publish its own annual journal to be known, as it
still is, as the Transactions. Originally the volume did report
the transactions of meetings and the work of the officers and
committee, but gradually over the years papers appeared
which had not been presented to members at one of their
meetings and today few of the papers are truly
‘transactions’. The first part of volume I appeared in 1862
and there has been a publication almost every year since,
even during two World Wars (for a few years in the 1900s
the society published biennually, but always a double part).
Some volumes were split into parts so that a single volume

number might cover several years. This is why the number
of the volume which will appear in 2005 is 79 when one
might expect it to be 144.
Contributors to Transactions, have included many eminent
scholars some of whom were also members of the society;
for example, A. Hamilton Thompson’s name appears
frequently in the index as does W.G. Hoskins. Among local
people such names as Col. Bellairs, George Farnham,
Thomas North, S.H. Skillington and James Thompson have
many articles listed against their names in the first published
index which appeared in 1951. In the soon-to-be-published
index covering the period 1951-2000 some of those names
continue to appear along with a new generation of authors,
local and national. I doubt whether anybody can beat the
record of our member Dr Levi Fox who published an article
in volume 19 of Transactions way back in 1936. The new
index to be published in 2005 will give members a valuable
tool for searching through the pages of Transactions going
back to the nineteenth century.
In addition to Transactions the society currently publishes a
Newsletter twice a year and since 1996 an annual edition of
the Leicestershire Historian, which is probably not as wellknown around the county as it should be. This publication
was started by the Leicestershire Local History Council, but
when that body ceased to function in 1996 the society
decided to take over its publication in order to fill a
perceived gap in the society’s range of publications. The
committee is keen to continue with its publication and is also
looking at ways of improving the quality of illustrations and
production. It is to be hoped that more members will write
articles for future editions.
The society has produced occasional books or monographs
including Greenhill’s Incised Slabs of Leicestershire and
Rutland (1958) and Whitcomb’s Medieval Floor-Tiles of
Leicestershire (1956), both of which are still available. A
Hamilton Thompson, wrote two which the society
published: History of the Hospital and the New College of
the Annunciation of St Mary in the Newarke, Leicester
(1937) and The Abbey of St Mary in the Meadows, Leicester
(1949). More recently the society produced Geoff
Brandwood’s Bringing them to their knees: church-building
and restoration in Leicestershire and Rutland 1800-1914
(2002). In this anniversary year a special volume devoted to
Leicester Abbey will be published alongside the normal
volume of Transactions.
Over the years the society has been involved in excavations
and fieldwork, but this has not been a major activity and has
occurred when the need arose. In the nineteenth century the
society excavated at Kibworth, the Cherry Orchard villa in
King Richard’s Road (known today as the Norfolk Street
villa), the Jewry wall (1863) and in Melton Mowbray. The
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Society excursion to Rockingham in 1904.

society initiated excavations at Leicester Abbey in the
1920s, and when David Clarke was Keeper of Antiquities,
members helped in a number of rescue excavations which
Leicester Museums conducted. David Clarke was Honorary
Secretary for many years and the driving force behind the
society during his time here in Leicester.
The main activity which brings members of the society
together is the annual programme of lectures. There have
been periods when numbers attending have not been great,
but currently we nearly always fill the room we use at New
Walk Museum. The W. Alan North memorial lecture held in
March every year is a highlight of the programme. The trust
fund set up by Mrs Joan North specifies that the lecture
should be on a topic related to the Roman
Republic and Empire and this March was the
seventeenth occasion on which the society
remembered the life and work of Alan
North. The list of speakers reads like a
‘who’s who’ in archaeology with over half
being professors.
In 1955 the society celebrated its centenary
and held several events to mark the occasion.
It also produced a 44-page booklet detailing
its first one hundred years. A more detailed
history of the society covering its one
hundred and fifty years is being compiled by
Robert Rutland and will be published later
this year. Our celebrations were launched in
HRH the Duke of Gloucester meeting
members of the Society’s committee and
their partners during his visit in October
2004.

38

October 2004 with a visit from HRH Duke of Gloucester.
He came to the Guildhall and met vice-presidents and
members of the committee before seeing some of the
archives which are housed in the library at the Guildhall.
Then on foundation day, 10th January 2005, members
enjoyed a reception and entertainment at the Guildhall where
it all started in 1855. Mr Lars Tharp proposed a toast to the
society and entertainment was provided by Sue and Robert
Ingle in the guise of Dr Mary Royce and Thomas Cook.
The society looks in good heart at the moment, but is not
complacent. It needs to move with the times and ensure that
it provides what members want.

Recent publications
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Edited by John Hinks

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL
BATTLEFIELDS OF LEICESTERSHIRE
Trevor Hickman
Stroud: Sutton, 2004 192pp illustrated ISBN 0750936584
In his introduction, the author describes how his interest in
the battlefields of Leicestershire grew from his Second
World War childhood through National Service to become a
lifelong hobby. It is clear that this is a very personal book
and the culmination of many years of research. With 192
pages, and illustrations on almost every page, this book
begins with the arrival of the Romans in Leicestershire and
ends with the Leicestershire Regiment becoming the Royal
Leicestershire Regiment in 1946. The illustrations are all
black and white and each one is accompanied by text.
Perhaps there are too many illustrations in some parts which
give the book the appearance of a collection of photographs.
This tends to provide too great an interruption to the main
text. That apart, this is still a very readable book. The
author’s interest and attention to detail is clear throughout.
There is an index but only of selected battle sites and
participants. A more inclusive index would have made it
easier to dip into the book, making it more accessible to
local historians interested in a specific geographical area.
This book will interest local historians but it will have more
interest for those people whose interest is in historic
battlefields, specifically in historic battlefields of
Leicestershire.
Pat Grundy
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: A
LEICESTERSHIRE SCHOOLBOY’S
RECOLLECTIONS OF LIFE DURING WORLD WAR
TWO
Stanley Blackmore
Bognor Regis: Woodfield, 2004 ii+142+[13] pp.
illustrated ISBN 1903953642
This ‘gently nostalgic’ book, as it
is described on its cover, is a
very readable interweaving of
personal recollections with the
national context of the war, and
includes a number of colour
illustrations. On the day that war
was declared, the author’s family
were literally in transit between
Devon and Leicester following a
holiday. He spent much of the
war itself in Bottesford, where
his father was a clergyman, close

to the airfield occupied at various points by the RAF and the
USAAF. The interesting Epilogue recounts the work of the
War Memorial Committee in the village, which raised
sufficient funds for a Memorial Hall as well as fulfilling the
original plan for a memorial plaque in the church – designed
by the author himself during his training as an architect.
Cynthia Brown
HOW TO WRITE AND PUBLISH LOCAL AND
FAMILY HISTORY SUCCESSFULLY
Bob Trubshaw
Wymeswold: Heart of Albion, 2005 xviii+262 pp
illustrated
This is an extended version of Bob Trubshaw’s earlier book,
How to Write and Publish Local History. It is a very
practical and readable guide, grounded in the author’s own
lengthy experience of writing and publishing local history.
The first section focuses on how to research your history and
write it in an accessible but well-referenced style, rather than
‘taunting’ the reader with ‘exotic terms’, using ‘four words
when one would do’, or producing family history that is
little more than ‘ancestor worship’. It then deals clearly and
reassuringly with some of the legal issues around
publication, such as copyright, plagiarism, moral rights and
libel. As well as outlining the main provisions of the law, it
is full of such common sense advice as keeping a note of
your sources at the time of using them – because ‘if you
think you’re going to remember exactly what came from
where in a few months’ time then you need to take a serious
reality check…’.
Information technology has extended the option of selfpublishing to a much larger body of people in recent years,
but the results in terms of design, layout and reproduction of
images can be variable. Other sections of this book deal in
detail with preparing illustrations, optimising their quality
and presenting family trees. Designing and typesetting
books, and creating attractive, accessible and informative
websites, are also well covered in separate chapters. The
book concludes with advice on promotion and publicity, and
‘the hardest part’ of the self-publishing operation: selling
your book, CD or other products. As the author notes, only a
few commercial distributors are interested in local history
books, and it requires a certain determination and knowledge
of how booksellers operate – such as how much discount to
offer – to ensure success. Overall this is a comprehensive
and very informative guide, of value for complete beginners
and the most seasoned writers or publishers of local and
family history alike.
Cynthia Brown

39

Leicestershire Historian 2005
LEICESTERSHIRE EVENTS
Malcolm Elliott
Chichester: Phillimore, 2004 xii+132pp illustrated ISBN
1860772803
LAHS member Malcolm Elliott
has brought together a selection
of significant events from both
the city and county to produce a
book which successfully blends
informative text with a good
range of illustrations. It is not
the familiar picture book with
brief captions, which seems to
be flooding the market, but as
one would expect with
Malcolm Elliott’s background,
it is a well-researched book
which will be a very useful resource for local historians. It
covers events from prehistoric times up to 2002 and the
illustrations which accompany the text are on the whole very
good. The chapter headings include the early history of
Leicestershire, nobility and notoriety, fox hunting,
Leicestershire at leisure, crime and punishment and several
more. It is indexed and has a useful bibliography. With so
many picture-books appearing on the market one becomes
accustomed to seeing the same group of photographs
appearing time and time again, but in this book, without the
resources of Leicester Mercury, we find some which do not
appear to have been published before.
Alan McWhirr
LEICESTERSHIRE LANDSCAPES
Paul Bowman and Peter Liddle
Leicestershire Museums, 2004 vii+171pp illustrated
£19.95 ISBN 09548200002
One of the great successes of
Leicestershire’s archaeology
has been the work of the
Leicestershire
Museums
Archaeological Fieldwork
Group which was formed in
1976. To celebrate its twentyfifth anniversary in 2001 the
group organized a conference at
which those involved with the
archaeology of the city and
county spoke on the latest
developments in their particular
field. This volume publishes
nearly all the presentations made at that conference and so we
have in print an extremely valuable summary of recent
thinking about various periods of our past. There is a good
introduction by Tim Schadla-Hall who provides a survey of
community archaeology which sets the Leicestershire case
into a wider context. This is followed by an account of the
formation and development of the Leicestershire
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Fieldworkers Group written by Peter Liddle. We are then
taken on an archaeological tour of Leicestershire covering
all periods from prehistory to the post-medieval era. These
papers bring up to date the three volumes published by the
museums service under the general heading of
‘Leicestershire Archaeology – The Present State of
Knowledge’. Although not claiming to be a comprehensive
account, this volume does an excellent job in presenting a
review of what was known in 2001 and is essential reading
for all involved with Leicestershire’s past at whatever level.
Alan McWhirr
LEICESTERSHIRE LEGENDS
‘Black Annis’
Wymeswold: Heart of Albion, 2004 xiv+99pp illustrated
ISBN 187288377X
This is an interesting idea, using ‘Black Annis’, one of the
legendary characters of local folklore, to re-tell other
Leicestershire legends, with the benefit of early twenty-first
century knowledge such as ‘the road from Loughborough
to Ashby de la Zouch, the one they now call the A512’.
This is not simply another recounting of legends which may
be more than familiar by now to many readers. Its main
purpose is an attempt to recreate the oral tradition through
which such legends have been transmitted from one
generation to another, by rendering them into writing as
they might have been spoken. As the author notes, the
dialects of the East Midlands in general and Leicestershire
in particular have been little studied by comparison with
other areas of Britain, and there are many variations in
dialect – defined here as ‘all aspects of dialect, accent and
pronunciation’ – within Leicestershire itself. Does it work?
I found it very readable, and the dialect has the echo of
authenticity. For the benefit of those less familiar with
Leicestershire speech, it also has a guide to Leicester dialect
based on Clifford Dunkley’s Let’s Talk Leicester, with
explanations of such ‘variations from standard English’ as ‘it
owny sempt like yesterdah’ and ‘ay’d abaht gin yuh up’. See
page ix for a translation – and enjoy what follows.
Cynthia Brown
PLACE-NAMES OF LEICESTERSHIRE: PART 3:
GOSCOTE HUNDRED
Barrie Cox
Nottingham: English Place-Name Society, 2004
xxx+373pp ISBN 0904889688
Have you ever wondered what the name Cotes means? Or
Hoby? Then this would be a book that may help. Professor
Cox looks at the place names of the Hundred of East
Goscote and their origins. The book not only includes
details of the villages but also the field names. Where
appropriate the names of the streets and public houses have
also been included. Each place has a list of the documents
in which the name first appears, with the original spelling
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and follows this up with the evolution of the name. There is
an excellent index, which allows you to find the name that
you are interested in very easily. As well as this there is
good glossary explaining the terms and the language
involved in the elements of the names that are not personal
names. The book is very well researched and gives details of
all the sources that have been consulted. This volume would
appeal to those with an interest in the history of the area as
well as those with an interest in language and the
development of place names. The book is comprehensive
and makes interesting reading, certainly a book that you can
dip into and a worthy addition to any bookshelf. (Cotes
means ‘the cottages’ and Hoby is ‘the farmstead at the
headland’.)
Lois Edwards
SOUTH-EAST OF LEICESTER: EVINGTON,
STOUGHTON AND BEYOND
Helen Boynton
Oadby: the author, 2004 100pp illustrated £10.00 ISBN
0954632044
Dr Helen Boynton has now
written a range of books on
various parts of Leicester and in
previous editions of the
Leicestershire Historian I have
reviewed several and commented
on a number of matters which
concerned me at the time. This
latest volume on the south-eastern
part of Leicester extending into
Stoughton and slightly beyond,
shows the way in which the layout
and production of these books has
improved over the years. We have a good general plan to
show the area covered by the book, as well as several others
in the text, which helps the reader follow the narrative. In
addition to the black and white pictures scattered throughout
the text there are sixteen pages of colour pictures grouped
together in the middle of the book. Quite a number of the
pictures are duplicated as the author clearly wanted an
illustration to be at the appropriate place in the text and
therefore had to be in black and white. She also wanted these
pictures to be shown in colour and so we have quite a number
repeated in the middle colour section. It is good to have colour
pictures and one can understand the economics of grouping
the colour pictures together but it may seem to some rather a
luxury to have well over a hundred pictures reproduced twice
in one book! However, that is the author’s choice.

is good and there is an index. With every volume which Dr
Boynton writes and publishes the overall quality seems to
improve and here we are given an insight into part of
Leicester and beyond which has an important story to tell.
Alan McWhirr
WRITINGS OF THE LUDDITES
Kevin Binfield (ed)
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004
xxviii+279pp ISBN 0801876125
The Luddites occupy a key position as forerunners of much
of the often violent unrest which characterized the Industrial
Revolution and, as is well known, their activities were
especially prominent, in the early days at least, in
Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire. This book is an
important contribution to studies of the Luddite
phenomenon. The American author, who is – perhaps
surprisingly – a literary scholar rather than a historian,
presents here a very useful range of texts written by Luddite
activists themselves, or in some cases by their supporters
between 1811 and 1816. The texts include letters, polemical
pieces, diary extracts and reports on Luddite meetings and
activities. A number of threatening letters are included –
they were, as the foreword reminds us, a hallmark of Luddite
activity, as they would be in the later ‘Swing’ riots.
It is interesting to note that poetry and song played an
important part in the Luddite movement, just as they did in
later radical phases, notably the Chartists. The collection of
texts – which appear to be very competently edited – is
divided geographically into documents from the Midlands,
the North-West and Yorkshire. The context of the
documents is discussed in a substantial and perceptive
introductory chapter (also divided into the three regions).
The foreword by Adrian Randall (author of Before the
Luddites…: 1776-1809, CUP 1991) makes the important
point that there was no overarching Luddite movement. As
with so much working-class radical activity, especially in
the early nineteenth century, local groups were largely
isolated from each other. However, as historians now
recognise, written and printed documents played an
important part in providing disparate radical groups not only
with a record but also with a shared identity. This important
selection of documents, very ably presented and introduced,
will become a standard work for years to come.
John Hinks

Other recent publications
The area covered includes North Evington in which Arthur
Wakerley was so heavily involved and here we find a
collection of photographs to illustrate some of his projects.
For industrial archaeologists there are details of a limeworks
in what was later to become Gwendolen Road, first
described in the journal of the Leicestershire Industrial
History Society some years ago. The quality of the pictures

NOW AND THEN RUTLAND
Christine and John Nowell
Stamford: Zodiac, 2005 127pp illustrated ISBN
190456609X
RUTLAND AND STAMFORD CURIOSITIES
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David Brandon
Wimborne: Dovecote, 2004 108pp illustrated ISBN
1904349250

CITY OF LEICESTER
IMAGES OF LEICESTER
Leicester Mercury
Derby: Breedon, 2004 192pp illustrated ISBN
1859834442
This book of photographs and other images from the
archives of the Leicester Mercury covers the period up to the
1970s. The section entitled ‘Before 1900’ begins a little
confusingly with photographs of twentieth-century museum
staff working on Roman pavements and other artefacts, and
includes engravings and photographs of buildings pre-dating
the twentieth century, among them a remnant of the
medieval walls, the old Bow Bridge, and the town’s railway
stations. There is also a view of London Road in 1866
showing the ‘Marquis of Granby’ pub – a scene that in other
respects is quite unrecognisable today. Many of the
photographs may already be familiar from other local
publications, but there are some less familiar scenes such as
the Huntingdon Tower in High Street during its demolition
in 1902, and the Methodist New Connexion Chapel built in
1861 on the site of what is now London Road railway station
and rebuilt in Dale Street when the station displaced it in
1892. Not surprisingly, demolitions also feature strongly in
the section on the 1960s, not least in some of the very
interesting aerial photographs. As may be expected
considering their source, the quality of the photographs
throughout the book is also very good.
Cynthia Brown
LEICESTER’S TOWN HALL: A VICTORIAN JEWEL
Derek Seaton
Leicester City Council, 2004 64pp illustrated £3.00
ISBN 1901156230
With the expansion of Leicester during the nineteenth
century Leicester Corporation was
finding that the facilities provided
by the Guildhall where they were
based, were insufficient for
administering the city and a site
for a new Town Hall was sought.
Derek Seaton tells the story behind
the choice of site and the selection
of the design from a number of
architects. The building was
formally opened in 1876. He then
goes on to describe the various
changes which took place over the
years and brings the story right up to date. It is a fascinating
story, well researched and written. There is a good range of
illustrations including a couple from The Builder magazine,
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a very useful resource for those researching the history of
significant buildings. Derek Seaton and Leicester City
Council are to be congratulated on producing an excellent
synopsis of Leicester’s Town Hall at such a reasonable
price.
Alan McWhirr
THE ORIGINS OF A LEICESTER SUBURB: ROMAN,
ANGLO-SAXON, MEDIEVAL AND POSTMEDIEVAL OCCUPATION ON BONNERS LANE
(BAR British Series 372)
Neil Finn
Oxford: Archaeopress, 2004 vi+175pp + 74 illustrated
£30.00 ISBN 1841716146
This volume presents the result of excavations carried out on
the south side of Bonners Lane, Leicester, in 1993/4, and
also includes a very valuable discussion on the results of
other excavations carried out in the suburbs south of early
Leicester between 1993 and 1997. The work was carried out
by the local archaeological unit, originally the Leicestershire
Archaeological Unit (LAU) which in 1995 was transferred
to the University of Leicester to become the University of
Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS). Neil Finn
directed the work in Bonners Lane and has been responsible
for bringing this volume together. With the pace of
redevelopment in Leicester many sites have been examined
over the years and it is unlikely that we will see all of these
sites reported in this way in the future. This report is a
valuable contribution to the archaeology of Leicester.
The first part deals with the results of the excavation in
Bonners Lane outlining what was found. There then follows
a discussion of other sites in the southern suburbs of
Leicester and anybody with an interest in the growth and
development of the city should read this section. The finds
from the excavation are then dealt with in traditional form
and for those wishing to find comparative material this part
of the report will be a particularly useful resource. The final
section deals with environmental material, bones, fish
remains, evidence of parasites, plant remains, an area of
archaeological evidence which has mushroomed in
significance over the past couple of decades and so it is good
to see the results of this work in print. At £30 not everybody
will be rushing to buy this book which is a pity as it contains
some important evidence for the origins and development of
one of Leicester’s suburbs from the Roman to post-medieval
periods. Neil Finn is to be congratulated in bringing this
volume to print.
Alan McWhirr
WARTIME LEICESTER
Ben Beazley
Stroud: Sutton, 2004 192pp illustrated ISBN
0750936711
This is a well researched book, as you would expect from
Ben Beazley, that looks at Leicester during World War II
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and how it affected the lives of the people living in the city
at that time. The book is illustrated by many photographs
that bring the text to life. The book is well written and
makes interesting reading. The chapters are arranged
chronologically, interspersed by chapters that look at other
aspects of the city at war, such as the role of women in the
war, and the effects of rationing. One chapter deals with the
heavy damage inflicted in 1942 and the book concludes well
with a short chapter looking at Leicester in the post war
period. The text brings to life what it was like to live in
Leicester between the years 1939 and 1945. This book,
which will appeal to those with either a general interest in
local history or in the history of Leicester, deserves a place
on any local historian’s shelf.
Lois Edwards

Other recent publications
SPIRIT OF AYLESTONE
J J Parker
Leicester: Spirit of Aylestone Festival Committee, 2004
48pp illustrated
TOWNS, VILLAGES AND HOUSES
DIARY OF A HUNDRED YEARS, OR, WHAT
HAPPENED IN BIRSTALL BETWEEN 1900 AND 2000
Birstall and District Local History Society, [2004] 100pp
illustrated ISBN 0951360744
This book by John Kilby is subtitled ‘random jottings of the
twentieth century’ but actually takes the form of a
chronology of Birstall from 1900 onwards, placed in a wider
context by references to national or international events, and
accompanied by some illustrations.
Thus it begins with an account of Lt. Arthur Crisp Clarke,
the son of Joseph Crisp Clarke of Birstall Hall, who was
then serving in the South African (Boer) War, and whose
‘triumphant’ return home in a decorated trap is noted in
1903. The entry for 1923 describes the demolition of Birstall
Hall itself, ‘done single handed by one man, Jim Wardle…
He was able to build a house for himself and his wife Cissie
by using the materials from the Hall’; while that for 1932
records a ‘Rat Hunt’ at which representatives of the Parish
Council ‘witnessed the extermination of eight rats’. Later
entries are more extensive because the author incorporates
his own and others’ memories of the village. There is also an
appendix relating to the demolition of Wanlip Hall, and a list
of radio shows from the 1940s and 50s which will no doubt
prompt a few more recollections. The book gives an
interesting overview of Birstall during the last century, and –
unlike many local history publications – it has a good index
which would be particularly valuable for family historians
searching for specific names or events.

HISTORY OF RATBY (VOL 1)
Doug Harwood (ed)
Ratby: Local History Group, 2004 [iii]+112pp illustrated
£8.00 ISBN 0954799402
There are many local history
societies beavering away
researching their own localities,
but all this activity is of limited
use unless the results are
disseminated to a wider
audience. It is therefore
gratifying to see that the Ratby
Local History Group has decided
to embark upon a series of
volumes documenting the results
of its work. Volume 1 contains a
series of articles including
Samuel Deacon the clockmaker and his son, two on Ratby’s
railways, memories of Desford Lane Corner 1920-1945 and
Ratby in 1770 on the eve of enclosure. It is well illustrated
with photographs of varying quality; this is always a
dilemma when publishing local history books as to whether
the only surviving picture of poor quality should be included
or left out. If it is the only known picture there is always the
tendency to include it, and there is some justification for
taking that course of action in a book of this sort. There are
some helpful annotated figures including one on the outside
back cover. Doug Harwood is to be congratulated in
bringing this volume into print and hopefully he is working
on the next one!
Alan McWhirr
HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF BAGWORTH
Bob Austin and Frank Gregory
Bagworth: the authors, 2004 85pp illustrated
This is the third in a series of histories of Bagworth by the
same authors, who are both members of the Bagworth Local
History Group. It focuses, as the title suggests, on its people,
who are identified through such sources as hearth tax
records, census returns, electoral registers and local trade
directories. The extensive entries for the nineteenth century
will be invaluable for family historians without the time to
make their own searches of the relevant records. There are
also a number of photographs, though the quality of the
reproduction makes some of the detail difficult to see. For
me, the most interesting section is that based on recorded
interviews from the ‘Living Memories’ project in Bagworth
in 1991, supplemented by some more recent material. These
include accounts of the General Strike and of working in the
mines before nationalization, along with memories of the
Jollies Concert Party and of Manor Farm.
Cynthia Brown

Cynthia Brown
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LOUGHBOROUGH AND SHEPSHED
(Images of England)
Graham Kempster
Stroud: Tempus, 2004 128pp illustrated £12.99 ISBN
0752432524

MARKET HARBOROUGH: A HISTORY AND
CELEBRATION OF THE TOWN
Matt Howling
Salisbury: Frith, 2004 119pp illustrated £14.99 ISBN
1904938388

This is a collection of over 180 photographs taken from the
files of the Loughborough Echo and reproduced in a single
volume as part of the ‘Images of England’ series. There is an
introduction by a recently retired editor of the Echo. Graham
Kempster’s part in this has been to select and organise the
photographs into clearly defined chapters with appropriate
headings and to provide an informative piece of text to
accompany each photograph. Most of the collection relates
to Loughborough, with one chapter containing images from
the surrounding villages and two with images of Shepshed.
Some photographs illustrate important events while others
simply illustrate life in the town. Together they show the
changes that have taken place in the town over the last
century. For people who have spent their whole lives in the
town, some of these photographs will bring back memories
of buildings and people no longer here. For others it gives a
glimpse of a Loughborough that we have never experienced.

This is a glossy hardback book of 119 pages, packed with
illustrations that are both black and white and coloured,
reflected in the price of £14.99. This is a history of Market
Harborough but set out in a format that is easy on the eye
and written in a style that is easy to read. It begins with an
aerial photograph of Market Harborough and a timeline that
sets the history of Market Harborough against the history of
the United Kingdom. As well as illustrations the pages are
peppered with interesting facts encased in boxes entitled
‘Did you know?’ – yet the pages do not appear cluttered.
What is missing, and would be useful for local historians, is
an index. The book is divided into five chapters covering
roughly a thousand years and titled appropriately but local
historians might want to find a quick reference to something.
They would certainly want to access some of the historic
photographs and documents that are reproduced in the book
and there are few references. Only at the back of the book do
we learn that many of the photographs belong to the Frith
collection and those can be ordered on a special order form
with one free print as a special offer. Despite the lack of
index it is an interesting book that will appeal to Market
Harborough people and especially to those with an interest
in local history. Above all it is an enjoyable read.

At £12.99 this is a reasonably priced book that can be
enjoyed over and over again. It is the type of book that you
can dip into whenever you feel like a walk down memory
lane. It would also have a limited use for local historians,
providing one or two images on most topics and sometimes
giving the reader useful clues to follow up in other sources.
My only criticism is that perhaps a bit more credit could
have been given to the photographer, Harold Woods, and to
other unnamed photographers, without whom there would
have been no book.
Pat Grundy
LOUGHBOROUGH WAR YEARS
Ted Sharpe
Loughborough: Reprint, 2004 15pp illustrated
This is a small, locally published reprint of a book of just
fifteen pages plus illustrations, which include a ration book
and a public information leaflet. It is a shame that there is
no index to these illustrations. The text is a very personal
account of the war from someone who was only five when it
began but it provides a picture of what life was like for
ordinary people. Despite the fact that Loughborough was not
the nightly target of German bombers the author paints a
picture of a variety of hardships and difficulties which
people had to endure. This is a short contemporary account
of life in Loughborough during the war, written in an easily
readable style. At £3.50 it is inexpensive and would interest
anyone in Loughborough with an interest in the town’s past.
It would also provide a useful source for a school history
project.
Pat Grundy
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OAKHAM PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES
Bryan Waites
Salisbury: Frith, 2003 94pp illustrated £9.99 ISBN
1859376126 (paperback)
UPPINGHAM PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES
Bryan Waites
Salisbury: Frith, 2004 94pp illustrated £10.99 ISBN
1859376142 (paperback)
These two books are more than
the usual collection of old
photographs with short captions.
Bryan Waites writes an
introduction to each and supports
each picture with a paragraph or
more of background information.
All the photographs come from
the Francis Frith Collection and
include some taken as recently as
the 1960s. They are, as one would
expect from a professional photographic organization, of
good quality throughout, and individual copies of those
produced in the books can be purchased separately (order
forms in the back of each book). Both books begin with a
standard introduction outlining the history of the Frith
Collection. Francis Frith took many pictures himself before
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he died in 1898, but those in these
two books date from the twentieth
century and are clearly not the
work of Frith himself. Those
included in these two books are
mainly of buildings and street
scenes and people do not feature
extensively – for car enthusiasts
there are some early examples
here and there! It is good to see
pictures from this collection
disseminated to a wide audience especially as this reviewer
seems to recall a time when the collection was under threat
and possibly heading for the tip. Bryan Waites has done a
good job with these two volumes.

NAMES AROUND BIRSTALL
Stuart Liquorish and John Kilby
Birstall and District Local History Society, 2004 [33]pp
illustrated ISBN 0951360760
SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW MARKET
HARBOROUGH
Salisbury: Frith, 2004 58pp illustrated ISBN 1845670485
WARTIME MEMORIES: LUTTERWORTH JUNIOR
SCHOOL
Thelma Laughton
Lutterworth: the author, 2004 [40]pp illustrated

RELIGION AND PLACES OF WORSHIP
Alan McWhirr
WIGSTON AT WAR
Pamela Ward
Leicester: P Ward, 2004 305pp illustrated ISBN
0954759109
This is a book of a personal quest by Pamela Ward to find
out more about the names on the war memorials of Wigston
and South Wigston – to put faces to the names. It is a well
researched book and a fitting tribute to those who gave their
lives in a time of war. It gives short biographies of the men
and puts their lives in the context of what was happening in
the area at the time. The stories are a touching reminder of
the men who never returned. Not every man on the
memorial has a biography as not all the families could be
traced. The book is let down by the quality of the
reproduction of the images, which is a shame as the book is
otherwise of a high standard. There are useful appendices
where the names on the memorials are listed with the basic
information, where it is known, of rank, regiment and place
of death. This is a book which will appeal to those interested
in the history of Wigston and its area, as well as those
interested in the families of Wigston.
Lois Edwards

Other recent publications
DONISTHORPE AT WAR
J A Wright
Loughborough: Reprint, 2004 129pp illustrated
KIBWORTH TO SMEETON: A STROLL DOWN
MEMORY LANE
Philip J Porter
Leicester: Matador, 2004 xviii+92pp ISBN 1904744850
LEICESTERSHIRE VILLAGES PHOTOGRAPHIC
MEMORIES
Michael Kilburn
Salisbury: Frith, 2004 120pp illustrated ISBN
185937655X

ADVOWSON ANCHORED: THE STORY OF THE
PATRONAGE OF ROTHLEY CHURCH
Terry Sheppard
Rothley History Society, 2004 12pp illustrated
A VICARAGE LIFE
Mary Manton
Rothley History Society, 2004 12pp illustrated
The Rothley Chronicles series, ‘designed to allow short run
publications of brief well researched topics based on Rothley
and of material transcribed from local and national archives’,
is an excellent idea for gathering and generating material and
offering encouragement to members who might wish to
undertake a short topic of relevance. These well presented
A4 pamphlets are produced in a standard format using Word
and digital photocopier. More titles are in preparation. A
Vicarage Life was written initially for family consumption.
Mary Manton, whose father, the Reverend Becher, was vicar
from 1938 - 46, looks back at her girlhood spent in a
rambling vicarage, mother and father devoted to good works
and she and her brother allowed to run wild. Most of the
pamphlet is a description of the vicarage and its grounds,
outbuildings and environs. There is a not very clear sketch
map and plans of the inside of the house and a few sketches.
The description is interspersed with incidents remembered
by the author many of which are really family happenings.
We do however get a flavour of village life; the vicar trying
to please the ‘posh folks’ up at the Ridgeway as well as the
real villagers, his wife employing someone to do the
cooking, which she hated, in order to give time to parish
affairs, and trying to make ends meet by working for an
accountant and letting out rooms. This is a unique account of
a time not so long ago but when life was very different. It
would have benefited from editing and a better sketch map
and additional photographs would have made it more
accessible, particularly to the non-Rothley reader.
Advowson Anchored is the story of church patronage. This is
a fascinating piece of research well complemented by a
calendar of events and people: patrons and vicars up to 1955
(why was this not up-dated ?). It also contains a substantial
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list of sources. The starting point was that, when appointing
a new vicar in the 1960s, the Church Pastoral Aid Society
handled the arrangements, and this set people wondering
why. The story is told of how the advowson (ownership of
the right of patronage), originally in the gift of the Lord of
the Manor, was sold or passed from hand to hand until it was
bought finally by Sir Charles Harman. He had set up the
Martyrs Memorial Trust in 1914 ‘to acquire advowsons as a
hedge against the Romanising influence at work in the
church of England of the day’ and to perpetuate the memory
of the Martyrs - Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper and
Ferrrer. He died in 1939 and his widow gave the Rothley
advowson to the Martyrs Memorial and Church of England
Trust. In 1952 the Church Pastoral Aid Society undertook
administrative responsibility. In telling a straightforward
story of the Rothley patronage, this pamphlet also touches
on some fascinating issues: how so many younger sons of
Lords of the Manor became vicars but also how trading of
advowsons was influenced by societies intent on promoting
their type of churchmanship as well as those who bought the
patronage to give their candidate in effect a rest home for
retirement. This shows how one piece of local research can
open windows to social as well as local history. An excellent
short account and a worthy project, we look forward to
others in the series.
Jennifer Sandys

Other recent publications
GUIDE TO UPPINGHAM PARISH CHURCH
S Cotton and A Armstrong
Uppingham: the church, 2004 20pp
HISTORY OF EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH,
COALVILLE
Denis Baker
[Coalville, the author], 2004 50pp illustrated
PARISH AND COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF ST MARY
DE CASTRO, LEICESTER: HISTORY AND GUIDE
Leicester: T Doughty, 2004 12pp illustrated
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH AYLESTONE: A SHORT
HISTORY
Aylestone, St Andrew’s PCC, 2004 20pp illustrated
THE VIEW FROM THE HILL: A GUIDE TO THE
FEATURES AND HISTORY OF BLACKFORDBY
CHURCH
M J Penny
Blackfordby: the author, 2004 22pp illustrated
WARTNABY PARISH AND CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL
AND ALL ANGELS: A HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
AND VILLAGE
Wartnaby: the author, 2004, 25pp illustrated
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HEALTH, WELFARE AND EDUCATION
OUR LADY’S CONVENT SCHOOL,
LOUGHBOROUGH: A BRIEF HISTORY
Loughborough, the school, 2004 14pp illustrated
INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT
BANDED TOGETHER: LEICESTERSHIRE’S
WORST MINING DISASTER
Vol. 1: The accident and what followed
Lesley Hale and John Colledge
Coalville: Whitwick Historical Group, 2004 ii+108pp
ISBN 0953197336 £6.00
This book is a reprint of the first part of the book Banded
Together, first published in 1997. The first volume covers
the details of the actual accident, which was the worst in
Leicestershire’s mining history. The second volume will
discuss the families involved and will have additional
information that has subsequently come to light. Volume 1
has, by the admission of one of the authors in the
introduction, little to add from the first edition. That said, it
is an excellent book. It is well researched and well written.
Its larger format allows the well produced illustrations to be
even clearer than in the original. It is puts the disaster in the
context of mining in the late ninetieth century. It will appeal
to those with an interest in the history of North West
Leicestershire, mining or just in a story that still has the power
to move people over one hundred years later. If you did not
purchase Banded Together when it first was published then this
is a book that is well worth adding to your collection. At £6.00
it is well worth the price. I look forward to reading the next
volume with its additions when it is published.
Lois Edwards
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE N W
LEICESTERSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE
COALFIELD
Alan E Sherratt
Hartshorne Local History Society, 2004 [102]pp
illustrated £7.00
Over the past twenty years or so, much work has been done on
the history of the North West Leicestershire and South
Derbyshire coalfield. Colin Owen has published on the history
of the industry down to 1900. Colin Griffin has written on the
miners over a hundred-year period. Archives have been
identified and exploited and working exhibitions established.
Alan Sherratt has now provided a new and timely dimension,
with his volume of photographs. Clearly there is a stress on
people and places but this is by no means all: the techniques
and technology of coal mining are well illustrated; the triumphs
and disasters are well represented, especially the Whitwick
underground fire of 1898. Strikes and lockouts illustrate the
tensions in the industry, for example 1926 and 1972, and coal
nationalism in 1947 finds a place. Mining was not just a job – it
was a way of life. There are photographs of miners’ houses at
Moira, provided by the then coal owners, the Hastings family.
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A silver band at Snibston stands proudly in uniform, with
attendant instruments and prizes. An ostler smiles affectionately
at a pit pony. Above all, the camaraderie of the miners shines
through, whatever their ups and downs. A brief history of the
coalfield with a map and geological section’s, is provided. The
author has wisely sent copies of his book to schools in the area,
and one hopes the younger generation will take an interest in
their industrial past.
Robert Ward
WELL-HEELED: THE REMARKABLE STORY OF
THE PUBLIC BENEFIT BOOT CO.
Brian Seddon and David L Bean
Chichester: Phillimore, 2004 118pp illustrated ISBN
1860773133
The first Public Benefit Boot Shop was opened in Hull in
1875 by William Henry Franklin, who built a national
network of 200 stores over the next thirty years. The
Leicester connection with the company was through its
partnership with Lennards Ltd. – the Lennard brothers
originally being local suppliers of stock and managers of the
Leicester branch of the Public Benefit Boot Co. They
subsequently entered into an agreement with Franklin to use
the same trading name across its own stores in other parts of
the country. The Leicester branch was situated on the corner
of Cheapside, close to the Clock Tower, and the company
also had manufacturing works in Welford Place between
1896 and 1911. Lennard Brothers itself – trading later in the
century as Liberty Shoes and Tandem Shoes – went into
administration in the early 1990s, and its shops were taken
over by Stead and Simpson or Shoefayre. This is a part of the
wider history of the footwear trade that the book illuminates,
both in terms of manufacture and retailing. As well as
analysing the impact of the two World Wars, changing
fashions in footwear, and the nature of advertising, it pays
particular attention to the mergers and buy-outs of the 1950s
and 60s, including the acquisition by Charles Clore of the
Sears/Trueform groups and the emergence of the British
Shoe Corporation. It is well illustrated and very readable.
Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
CONTOUR AND CREAM: FROM TABLE CREAMS TO
CORSETS: THE MEMORIES OF FACTORY WORKERS
[at Symington’s]
Sophy Wright (ed)
Harborough District Council, 2004 [32]pp illustrated
HISTORY OF R & W H SYMINGTON & CO LTD OF
MARKET HARBOROUGH
Ian C Symington
Stone: I C Syminghton, 2004 98pp illustrated
HISTORY OF THE CHARNWOOD FOREST RAILWAY
M Helsey
Loughborough: Reprint, 2004 [ii]+45+[10]pp. illustrated

ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT
LEICESTER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: A HISTORY
AND CELEBRATION
Neil Crutchley
Loughborough: Reprint, 2004 115pp illustrated
ST PHILIP’S DRAMATIC SOCIETY: A BRIEF HISTORY
Judith Stevenson
Leicester: the author, 2005 26pp illustrated
SPEEDWAY IN LEICESTER: THE HUNTERS ERA
Alan Jones
Shepshed, A Jones, 2004 167pp illustrated
PEOPLE
SUSANNAH WATTS 1768-1842
Shirley Aucott
Leicester: the author, 2004 58pp illustrated £5.95
Leicester was renowned as a stronghold of opposition to
slavery, a movement in which women are now recognised as
having played an outstanding role. One such was Susannah
Watts, one of Leicester’s ‘bluestockings’ – a staunch
abolitionist who used her considerable abilities and energy
not only to write about slavery and other injustices but also
to become actively involved in a number of local charitable
causes. She worked tirelessly to relieve suffering and
poverty in Leicester, though her prime concern was the
ending of slavery. Her charitable and abolitionist activities
alone would have merited a biography of Susannah Watts
but she is also remembered, quite rightly, as the author of
the first guidebook to Leicester – A Walk through Leicester:
being a guide to Strangers, containing a Description of the
Town and its Environs, with remarks upon its History and
Antiquities – first published, anonymously, in 1804
(reprinted 1967). Shirley Aucott has done a fine job in this
biography of Watts and she makes good use of the primary
source materials, which were not exactly over-abundant. It is
essential reading for anyone interested in opposition to
slavery, the ‘bluestockings’ and Leicester life in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The illustrations, of
Watts and other ‘bluestockings’, of Dannetts Hall (where
Watts lived), and of a good variety of other material,
complement the text well. The book as a whole (just 58 pages,
plus a fold-out map from Watts’s guide) demonstrates the high
standard that can be achieved by an imaginative author with
(one assumes) a sympathetic printer. It is excellent value at
£5.95 and is available from Browsers and other bookshops,
city and county museums, and from the author.
John Hinks
Other recent publications
PRINCE WIGSTON’S LEGACY
J T Garner
Wigston: Two-Steeples, 2004 xii+185pp illustrated
ISBN 0954688309
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Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
Research Fund
Guidance notes for those applying for grants
A research fund was established in 1923 and since that date additional sums of money have been
added to the initial investment. The original trust deed speaks of using the income arising from
the fund for “...such work of archaeological or antiquarian research as the Trustees think fit.”
The Society welcomes applications for grants from this fund along the following guidelines:
1.

Applications are invited for research which focuses on the archaeology and history of
Leicestershire or Rutland. Research which places evidence from these counties into a
broader regional or national framework is also welcome.

2.

Non-members of the society are eligible to apply for funding.

3.

Applicants would be expected to disseminate the results of their research to members of
the society by giving a lecture to the society and/or publishing in one of the annual
publications which the society produces. On big projects, progress reports would be
expected as a condition of an award.

4.

Grants from the Society should be acknowledged in any publication or display that
results.

5.

Average grants in recent years have been in the region of £200-£500. Larger sums than
this can be considered where an exceptional case can be made.

6.

Applicants should complete a form which can be obtained from the Honorary Secretary
and submit this along with any supporting documentation in time for Trustees to consider
the application at their March or October meeting [1st February for the March meeting
and 1st September for the October meeting]. The Trustees may at their discretion consider
applications at other times depending upon the number considered at each of their normal
meetings.

8.

Applicants will be expected to name one or two people who can write in support of the
research project with one named as the primary referee.

9.

Trustees are keen to support primary research. Applications might be for travel to do field
work or visit archives, costs of equipment and consumables, such as finds bags or
excavation tools, or work connected with preparing reports for publication, such as
drawings and photographs. Grant will not be made for fees or living expenses for students
writing theses.
Further details and an application form can be obtained from the Honorary
Secretary, 37 Dovedale Road, Leicester, LE2 2DN
or email alan@dovedale2.demon.co.uk
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