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THE actual enclosure of the fields and commons of Cossington 
was carried out during the autumn of 1666, and was confirmed 
by a degree of the Court of Chancery in 1668; but the preliminary 
manoeuvres were begun some years earlier. The lord of the 
manor, Mr. Matthew Babington of Rothley Temple, was the 
leading spirit throughout, and he appears to have had the backing 
of a substantial number of the freeholders and of the rector, the 
Rev. William Staveley, who was also his nephew. There was, 
however, a not inconsiderable minority against the scheme. At 
one point Mr. Babington's supporters were so much alarmed by 
this opposition that he had to promise to indemnify them if they 
were drawn into litigation. It is fairly obvious that he had to 
cajole, and even bribe, the waverers, and it is possible that some 
of the land he bought about this time was at a fancy price. As 
a result of this conflict of opinion, the enclosure at Cossington 
was carried through without those injustices that marked so 
much of the panic activity of the next century. Proper provision 
was made for the poor and for the ancient freehold cottagers, 
who had rights of common; and the rectory gained to the extent 
of £22 12s. 8d. per annum.

We have now to consider a document that proves an impor 
tant link in the history of the Glebe. In addition to the great 
tithes on the bread, ale and fodder crops, the medieval land 
owner had to pay tVthes on smaller matters such as orchard fruit, 
poultry and stock. As students of our ballads1 are aware the 
just apportionment of these tithes was a source of endless 
difficulty and ill-feeling. But in Cossington these troubles had 
been so much alleviated by the arrangement rehearsed in the deed 
that the parties concerned were anxious to perpetuate it.

le.g. The Tithe Pig. Ernie, in English Farming Past and Present (1936) 
p. 333, lists corn, beans, peas, hay and wood as great, or rectorial 
tithes, and turnips, hemp, flax, saffron, rushes and fruits, also 
cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry or their eggs, wool, milk or cheese as 
small, or vicarial tithes.
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Reference has'already been made to two of the four incum 
bents mentioned in the document. Hugh Booth was that 
rector whose dispute with Mr. Matthew Babington was referred 
to arbitration in 1578. Adrian Babington was one of the sons 
of Humphrey Babington, Esq., of Rothley Temple. He was 
educated at Christ Church, Oxford, gaining his B.A. in 1601 
and his M.A. in 1604. He became curate of Rothley in 1603, 
rector of Cossington in 1607 and vicar of Rothley in 1608. On 
31st October, 1608, he was appointed to the Prebeuda^ of Gaia 
Major in I4chfield and he died about September, 1625, aged 44 
or 45. 2 He was succeeded in the livings of Cossington and Roth 
ley by the Rev. William Staveley, M.A., the elder. This worthy 
was married to a daughter of his patron, Thomas Babington, 
Esq., of Rothley Temple, and he was the father of Thomas 
Staveley, the barrister whose hat we have noticed, of William 
Staveley who succeeded him in the rectory of Cossington and, 
possibly, of George Staveley, the silkman of London, who was 
acting for Mr. Matthew Babington in 1658. It was probably the 
elder William Staveley who was described in 1650 as "an arbiter 
of the civil law, a chancellor, no preacher, and non-resident". 3 
It will be remembered that Everard Poole was his curate. 
Matthew Babington, Esq., plaintiff in this friendly action was 
the great-nephew and namesake of the far-seeing lord of Cossington 
who first made the arrangement.

Order in Chancery made Munday xiijth day of February, 
1653. Mathew Babington, Esq., pit., William Staveley, 
clerke deft.
It was alleadged that about the 4th yeare of Kinge James 
Mathew Babington, Esq., deceased', plte's Unckle, being 
seized in fee of twenty yardland in Cossington, did at the 
request of Hugh Booth clerke Rector of Cossington agree 
with him, by writing under their hands and seals, to have, 
during the life or incumbancy of Booth, the Small Tythes of 
six yardland in Cossington and the piece of ground called 
(blank) orchard or (blank) holme wch were part of the

sThe Vicars of Rothley by A. Hamilton Thompson, published in the 
Transactions of Leic. A.S., Vol. XII, pp. 125, 126. Adrian Babington 
was the father of that Humfrey Babington, D.D. (1615-1691), some 
time vice-master of Trinity College, Cambridge, who founded the 
Theophilus Cave Hospital at Barrow-on-Soar.—D. N. B., Burke's 
History of the Landed Gentry.

SNichols, Vol. 3, Part I, p. 228.
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rectory of Cossington. In Liewe thereof Hugh Booth 
agreed to have one yardland one cottage and two pieces 
of enclosed ground in Cossington; and Booth held the 
properties for his life and after his death Adrian Babington 
clerke deceased and Wm. Staveley clerke deceased being 
severally parsons of Cossington have for their lives without 
any Agreement made in that behalfe severally held the 
said properties which being descended to the plte and 
William Staveley clerke son of the said William deceased 
incumbent of Cossington, the plte for want of the said 
writing knows not where and in what part of the feilds 
the said yardland lyeth nor the Butts and bounds of 
the Cottage and two pieces of ground. The plte wishes 
to continue the said Agreement but prays for a Com 
mission to enable some honest able and indifferent person 
near Cossington to examine where the said yardland 
cottage and two pieces of ground lie and set out the same 
for the plte. The defendte confesses the several charges 
in the Bill and is willing and ready to deliver up the 
possession of the properties when they shall be set out. 
Council on both sides consenting it is ordered that a Com 
mission shall issue out for the said purposes to be directed 
to William Danvers, Esq., Theophilus Cave, Esq., 
Edward Farnham, Esq., and George Noble, gent., or any 
two or more of them to set out the said Yardland cottage 
and two pieces of ground for the plte. 4

There is another document, dated Tuesday the fifteenth day of 
June, 1654, which relates to this transaction, but parts of it 
are missing. However, it records the Commissioners' award and 
states that the original agreement was made about the fortieth 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

We see the Staveley brothers co-operating with their uncle 
in the purchase of a large farm, part of which had once 
belonged to the Abbey of Ulverscroft. The vendor's father had 
bought it with other properties for £1,200 in 1634. 5

Arthur Lomax of London, wholesale mercer, covenants 
with George Staveley of London, silkman, to convey before 
1st June next to Thomas Staveley of Belgrave co. Leic., 
Esq., and William Staveley of Cossington co. Leic., clerk,

IP. 943. 5P. 861, quoted above.
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a good titaf to certain lands free from all incumbrances 
laid on them by Arthur I/omax himself and Jarvice I/omax 
deceased his late father and (blank) I,omax deceased his late 
brother, viz. : one messuage or tenement with appurten 
ances and four yardland thereunto belonging in Cossing- 
ton. George Staveley covenants that Thomas and William 
Staveley shall pay before 1st June next the sum of £450; 
and at the same time Thomas and William shall give their 
bond for £1,1.00 with interest at 6 per cent, to be repaid 
at the end of twelve months in full satisfaction for the 
premises. Dated 15 February, 1658. 6

On 20th May, 1659, Lomax granted Thomas and William Stave- 
ley a six months' lease of this property, and, on 24th May, 1659, 
he conveyed it to them. George Staveley was one of the 
witnesses. I/ater in the same year, 26th December, Thomas and 
William released the property to their uncle,, Mr. Matthew 
Babington of Rothley Temple. The deed says that the farm was 
bought with Matthew's money and was held in trust for him. 
Elinor Hulse, widow, was the tenant. Soon after this, 13th Sep 
tember, 1664, Thomas Babington, presumably Matthew's heir, 
bought a messuage with two yardlands of arable meadow 
and pasture in Cossington and a cottage in Cossington, all for 
£795. The vendors were John Beeby of Liddington, co. Rut 
land, and his wife, Philippa.8

During the years 1665 and 1666 Thomas Pepper became 
short of money and borrowed some £41 from Mr. Babington, 
mostly in instalments of one or two pounds. The money was 
secured by two mortgages, one dated 20th February, 1665, on 
Pepper's l|and! ijn the Woulds Close and another, dated 10th 
March, 1665, on two acres of land. In December, 1665, Pepper 
promised that, if he sold his land, he would give Mr. Babington 
the first chance of buying it at the market price. 6 On 9th May, 
1666, Mr. Babington exercised this option and bought from 
Pepper one yardland and a half of arable, meadow and pasture, 
the Townsend Close and half the Holme Close for the sum of 
£331 10s. Od. 10 Among Mr. Babington's notes relating to the 

mortgages is a list of his commitments, which includes £100 for 
Thomas Pepper's son and £85 for Thomas Pepper's daughter;
ep. ego. 9P. 984.
7P. 964, P. 963, P. 970. 10P. 986, P. 992.
SP. 979.
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but it does not make it clear whether these sums are included in 
the £331 10s. Od. or not.

At this time Mr. Babington was negotiating an exchange 
of houses with John Chamberlain, a yeoman of Cossington. The 
result of their negotiations was recorded in the following agree 
ment : —

It is agreed that, if the proposed enclosure of the common 
fields off Cossington takes place, Mathew Babington of 
Temple Rothley, Esq., will convey to John Chamberlain, 
of Cossington, yeoman, that messuage or farmhouse in 
Cossington where Chamberlain now dwells with all 
buildings orchards and other appurtenances, and also the 
little close adjoining the orchard called the Hall Close 
containing by estimation three roods; and Babington 
promises to abate and allow to Chamberlain £13 10s. Od. 
of the last half-year's rent that Chamberlain should pay 
for land which he now holds of Babington; this abatement 
is to be made when the enclosure takes place. At the 
same time Chamberlain will convey to Babington that 
cottage in Cossington which Chamberlain bought from 
Robert Immins, now in the occupation of Francis Googe, 
and all the little close belonging.
Babington reserves to himself the right to fell oak ash or 
with11 of the value of five shillings a tree growing on the 
premises he is about to convey and Chamberlain reserves 
reciprocal rights over the timber on the property he shall 
convey. Babington promises to discharge all obligations 
Chamberlain may incur by reason of the intended in- 
closure. Dated 3 January, 1665."

The preliminary agreement between the freeholders, owners
and occupiers of lands and tithes in Cossington for enclosing the
parish was executed on 10th August, 1663. It provided that : —

Five commissioners shall be appointed by the greater
number of the freeholders of Cossington (any four or
three of them being a quorum); and they shall within one
year apportion the land among the freeholders, having due
regard to the quantity, quality and convenience of every
man's land.

"WITH = willow (?). 12P. 981.
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The commissioners must appoint one or more surveyors 
to set out the land accurately; and the parties to the deed 
shall bear their several shares of the surveyors' remunera 
tion.
The land set out shall be legally conveyed to the several 
parties at their proper charges.
The freeholders, if required to do so, shall show up their 
deeds, which shall be returned to them. 
The commissioners shall allot to the ancient freehold 
cottagers that have right of common for sheep and beast 
such land as is right and proper in lieu of commons. 
The commissioners shall make at their discretion provision 
for such poor people as are or may be hereafter in Cos- 
sington.
Such of the parties that have the least and smallest pro 
portions of land shall have the greatest conveniences, and 
those that have the largest allotments shall have the least 
conveniences.
In lieu of tithes the parson shall have a yearly sum of 
money charged on the land at a rate to be decided by the 
commissioners and payed by the freeholders according to 
acreage.
If any man have timber or hedges on land that may be 
apportioned to another, he shall have the right to cut and 
carry them away at any time hereafter, unless the new 
owner desires to use them for a fence, in which case he 
shall pay for them at the commissioners' valuation. 
The land shall be confirmed by deed to the several parties 
concerned.

The agreement was signed by M. Babington, Win. Whalley, 
Will. Staveley, John Fisher, William Fisher, Thomas Pepper, 
Susanna Marshall, Will. Oswin, John Oswin, John Benet, William 
Bshopp, John Chamberlain, Tho. Babington, Henry Hulse and 
William Bate. Among the numerous witnesses, many of whom 
made their mark, were Tho. Staveley, Will. Jefson, Hen. Babing 
ton, Anne Staveley, Katherine Rosse, Zach. Heaward, Thomas 
Marrot, Tho. Whatton, Katherine Babington, Thomas Smith, 
Walter Rider, Jona. Burdett and William Babington. 13

isp. 978.
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No papers about the enclosure covering the eighteen months 
ending in February, 1665, have survived; but, in view of the 
nature of the next document, the matter can hardly be said to 
have rested.

Be it known unto all men by these presents that I, Mathew 
Babington of Temple Rothley, Esq., do covenant promise 
and agree to & with all such freeholders of Cossington as 
have signed and sealed certain articles for ye inclosing 
theire lands in Cossington aforesaid that I will defend and 
keep harmless all ye said freeholders fro costs & charges 
of any suits in law or equity yt shall happen to arise 
betwixt them and such other freeholders there as have 
not and shall not scale the said articles in respect or by 
reason of theire refusing to accept of their severall and 
respective plotts & portions of ground y* shalbe sett out 
& allotted to them by the referees according to the said 
articles. And for my due pfonnance of this agreemt above 
written I do acknowledge myself bound in the penall sum 
of five hundred pounds of currant English money. In 
witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seale 
this fourteenth day of February, 1665. 14

For our loving friends Mr. Robert Barnard, Mr. Thomas 
Noble, Mr. John Baker, Mr. William Brewin, Mr. John 
Hurst, these 
Gentlemen

wee whose names are hereunder written your 
freinds & neighbours freeholders of Cossington presuming 
upon your willingness to do us all that neighbourly kind 
ness as to assist us in setting out our severall plotts upon 
our intended Inclosure there have made bold to choose you 
five as Referees to do it for us according to our articles and 
also to choose for us such surveyor and councell at Law 
to plott & settle estates as you shall think fit. And also 
being much assured of your integrity & uprightness as well 
as Judgement wee heereby make it our requests to you 
that you would oblige us all by your friendly paynes 
heerein & if you please to choose Mr. Wing of Lufnum in 
Rutland for our Surveyor it will much content us w^ wee

"P. 985.
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intreate ycfli to signefy to us by this bearer. These kind 
nesses will engage us to all due acknowledgements & 
requitalls to our powers & to remaine

Yr affectionate neighbours
& friends to serve you

William Whaley, M. Babington, Will. Staveley, Henrye 
Hulse, John Fisher, William Oswin, William Bate, Tobias 
Marshall, John Chamberlaine, Thomas Pepper, Tho. 
Babington, John Bennit, John Oswin. 15

We learn from the enclosure award that the gentlemen to 
whom this engaging letter was addressed came respectively from 
the villages of Sileby, Rearsby, Knighton, Belgrave and Holwell. 
Mr. Vincent Wing was surveyor and Mr. Thomas Staveley of 
Belgrave16 was counsel-at-law to the commissioners. The Award, 
which is printed in full in Nichols' Leicestershire," provided that 
a modus of two shillings an acre should be charged on all the 
land except the glebe, the poor's plot and the old enclosures18 
in lieu of tithes. The money was to be collected half-yearly at 
Midsummer and Christmas. It was also arranged that any poor 
persons who might be in Cossington were to be maintained out 
of the profits of the poor's plot; and that, if there should be a 
surplus, it could be used for general parish purposes at the dis 
cretion of the greater number of the freeholders. All ancient 
and necessary footways were to be used and enjoyed, and the 
common highways,, common issue, water courses, lanes and 
bridges were to be repaired in common, according to the pro 
portion of each man's land as heretofore. A right of way for 
foot, horse and coach from the parsonage homestead across the 
Seggs and the Poor's Plott to the highway was provided.

Wrapped up with the letter we have just quoted are a number 
of notes referring to the enclosure. It appears that the sur 
veyor did his work during the summer of 1666, and that the 
commissioners issued their Award on 5th September, 18 Car. II. 
The freeholders could begin to hedge their plots at Michaelmas,

isp. 994.
i6He had become Steward of the Court of Record in Leicester. Helen 

Stocks—Records of the Borough of Leicester, Vol. IV, p. 498.
"Vol. Ill, Part I, Hundred of East Goscote, Cossinsrton, p. 223.
"According to a terrier dated 15 December, 1757 [P. 1187], there were 

some thirty old enclosures, which varied in size from half an acre 
to ten acres. They amounted altogether to about 92 acres.
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and could withdraw their cattle from the common herd and hold 
their land in severalty at Martinmas. Each was to fence one 
side and one end of his plot "proportionably throughout the 
fields except the glebe".

The award refers to the Housicke-way, the Common-way, 
Oswin's Bridge and Swine's Bridge; and the following field 
names are also mentioned : —Brooke field, Middle field, the 
Quids, Lamble or Round Hill plott, Great Riefield, Sharpes- 
nooke, Sheep-doles, Little Ryefield, the Poore's Plott, Eight 
Hades, Mill-leyes, Gaultwey, Broadsike or Broadsick, the old 
inclosure, Mickle meadow, Thackwacks or Thackbracks, the 
home closes, the homestead, the Leyes Close, the Butt piece, the 
Seggs, the Willowes Close, Lamble leyes, the Crosse-closes, Sys- 
ton mill field, Thurnwater close, Waterish Wong, Turnwater 
nook, Pencroft, the Bull piece, Henton's close, Sheepcote close, 
Leypoole leyes, South close, Ossep's close and Cannery close.

In that same year, 1666, a Hearth Tax was collected. It is 
interesting to compare the list of those Cossington people who 
paid it with that of the freeholders to whom land was apportioned :

A. R. P.
Matthew Babington 787 0 18 
William Whalley 163 2 10 
John Fisher 59 1 36 
William Fisher 14 3 39 
William Oswin 59 1 39 
Henry Hulse 86 3 20 
Tobias Marshall 48 1 0 
William Bate 600 
John Chamberlain 26 3 7 
William Staveley 15 0 29 
Widdow Mason 19 2 36 
John Oswin 819 
Jonathan Martin 3 2 17 
Agnes Brewing 415 
John Benet 200 
The Poor's Plott 30 1 30 
The Glebe 49 1 3 

Hearth Tax.
John Chamberlain 2 hearths 
Mr. Stanley for an empty house 7 „
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Matthew Babington, esq., for 2 houses 6 hearths
and for one more 2 ,,

Mount joy Fisher 2 „
Tobias Marshall 5 „
Elizabeth Bennet 2 „
Richard Wilkinson 2 ,,
Anne Brewen 1 „
John Bates 1 „
Matthew Smith 1 „
Daniel Greene 4 „
Elizabeth Hulse 2 „
Walter Rider 1 „
John Chetle 1 „
Richard Tomlin 2
John Oswin 1 „
Henry Reade 1 ,,
John Oswin 4 ,,
Francis Goodge 2 ,,
John Limber 2 ,,
Matthew Taylor 2 „
John Martin 1 ,,
John Bates 3 ,,
John Rider 1 „ 19

The penultimate stage in the enclosure was reached in the 
spring of 1667, when the Rev. Robert Lewes, vicar of Scraptoft, 
and the Rev. Edward Smith, rector of Rotherby, inspected the 
rectory on behalf of the archdeacon and certified that it had 
suffered no damage by the change. On the contrary, it had 
gained in value by £22 12s. 8d. per annum. It was estimated 
that before the enclosure the rector received £85 for tithes on 
corn and grain, £20 for tithes on hay and £13 13s. 4d. for small 
tithes; two yardlands of glebe brought in £14 and three closes 
£10, making an annual income of £142 13s. 4d. Under the new 
arrangement the modus on 1,287 acres brought in £127 16s. Od.; 
tithes on the old enclosures were worth £2 10s. Od; the three 
closes were still valued at £10 a year; and the profits from the 
glebe were expected to bring up the total income to £165 6s. Od. 20

"Lay Subsidy 251/9. 18 Charles II. Lady Day, 1666. Hearth Tax.
Cussington.—Farnham's L.M.V.N., Vol. II, p. 130. 

aoNichols' Leicestershire, Vol. Ill, Part I, p. 223.
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During the Hilary Term, 1668/9, the enclosure was con 
firmed by a decree in the Court of Chancery.21

V

MATTHEW Babington died in 1669, and was succeeded by his son 
Thomas, who for the next thirty-nine years coped with the 
numerous difficulties that the unsettled state of the country pro 
duced. The documents indicate some of the troubks of the 
times, e.g. shortage of money, lawlessness and a debased coinage. 
On this last point Lipson writes : "During the Civil War Charles I 
'went squirting up and down with his mints at Bristol, Shrews 
bury, York, Oxford, Carlisle and many other places, and when 
these garrisons were surrendered the irons were carelessly 
neglected and came into the hands of knaves', who coined coun 
terfeit money. Moreover, the technical deficiencies of the mint 
were so great that some shillings weighed fourteen pence, and 
some not above eight pence—with the result that goldsmiths 
'culled' the heavy coins, which they melted down for plate or for 
export as bullion. The state of the coinage was shown by a test 
made in 1695. There was brought into the exchange over a 
period of three months £57,200 which ought to have weighed 
221,418 oz. 16 dwts. 8 grs. but actually weighed 113,771 oz 5 
dwts. This seemed to indicate that the current money was 
diminished nearly one half. The effect was an 'exorbitant' rise 
in gold, guineas being current at 30s. apiece; and the foreign 
exchanges were so depreciated that 4s. in the pound was lost 
upon the money remitted to Holland, though this was primarily 
due to the war. Domestic trade was severely handicapped and 
prices rose. Lowndes depicted the 'great contentions' which 'do 
daily arise amongst the King's subjects in fairs, markets, shops 
and other places throughout the kingdom about the passing and 
refusing of the same...... Persons before they conclude any bar 
gains, are necessitated first to settle the price or value of the very 
money they receive for their goods; and if it be in guineas at a 
high rate, or in clipped or bad moneys, they set the price of their 
goods accordingly". 22 Thomas Babington was elected a member

21This was practically a hundred years earlier than any of the neigh 
bouring parishes; Sileby was enclosed in 1759, Seagrave in 1760, 
Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake in 1774, Syston in 1777 and Rothley in 1781.

22E. Lipson—The Economic History of England, Vol. Ill, p. 78.
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of Parliament for the borough of Leicester in 1685 and again in 
1688,23 so he was often away from home, but it seems that one of 
his brothers managed his affairs in Leicestershire.

Fairly early in the period the Pepper family parted with their 
remaining interest in Cossington. We learn from a marriage 
settlement executed in 1682 that it consisted of a messuage and 
a close or backside containing an acre and a half. 24 In 1685 and 
1686 Thomas Pepper mortgaged his property for £20, paying 
24s. a year interest.25 In 1688 he sold out: —

Thomas Pepper of Cossington co. I/eic. victualler and Eliza 
beth his wife in consideration of the sum of threescore and 
fifteen pounds and of twenty strike of malt paid to them 
by Thomas Harrison, of the same town and county, 
yeoman, convey to Harrison all that house with appur 
tenances in Cossington in the possession of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Pepper and also the close or backside adjoining 
the said house on the north side for the term of his natural 
life and after his death to Jane Harrison his wife for her 
life, and then to the heirs of their body. Dated 13 March, 
1688. On the back of the deed is Thomas and Elizabeth 
Pepper's receipt for £75 and 20 strike of malt. It is dated 
1 April 1689.26

There is reason to believe that the Peppers had already left Cos 
sington and were living at South Croxton. In 1678, Thomas 
Pepper, butcher of South Croxton, agreed with Mr. Thomas 
Babington of Rothley Temple to convey to him, by means of a 
fine in the Court of Common Pleas at Westminster, all those 
lands in Cossington that his father, Thomas Pepper the elder, 
had sold to Mr. Matthew Babington, father of Mr. Thomas 
Babington. The fine was duly levied in the Hilary Term, 1678. 27 

An exchange between Mr. Thomas Babington and Mr. 
William Whalley of Norton-by-Gaulby, of the Pingles for £8 
and half an acre of meadow can be dismissed as a simple matter 
of convenience;28 but the only conclusion that can safely be 
drawn from the following documents is that a number of people

23Helen Stocks—Records of the Borough of Leicester, Vol. IV, p. 600.
2«S 5/3.
25S 5/12, S 5/17. In these documents Pepper is described as "butcher".
26S 5/20.
2?P. 1057, P. 1058.
2sp. 1103, P. 1105.
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in Cossington, among them members of the Babington family,
had occasion to raise money : —

Thomas Babington of Temple Rothley, Esq., and mem 
bers of his family grant and release to Joseph Woodruffe of 
Rothley, yeoman, and Hugh Chamberlain late of Redhill 
co. Notts., all that part of Babington's Woulds in Cossing 
ton called Caunts Close, containing 27 acres, 2 roods, 4 
perches abutting on Sileby Field; and all that other part of 
Babington's Woulds called Segrave End Plott containing 
39 acres, 2 roods, 3 perches abutting upon the king's high 
way on one side and Sileby Field on the other side, all for 
the sum of £175. Dated 24 March, 12 William, 1700. 29
Thomas Babington and members of his family for the sum 
of £175 convey to Thomas By water of Rothley, yeoman, 
that close in Cossington called the Pitt Close or Ratcliffe 
End Close, being part of Babington's Woulds containing 
67 acres and bounded on the south by Ratcliffe Field, on 
the west by Caunt's Close, on the north side by Sileby Field 
and on the east by Segrave End Plott. Dated 24 March, 
1699. 30
William Staveley of Cossington co. I,eic. clerk in consider 
ation of and of eight and fifty pounds and ten 
shillings paid him by Amos Oswyn of Cossington co. Leic. 
weaver, sells to Oswin all that homestead and croft, 
orchard and homeclose in Cossington adjoining the house 
of Mountjoy Fisher containing by estimation two acres, 
which homestead, etc., was held by William Staveley of 
John Chamberlain and Elizabeth his wife. Dated 21 April, 
1671.31
Thomas Babington of Temple, Rothley, Esq., for the sum 
of £800 mortgaged to Richard Hopkins of Stoke near 
Coventry an enclosed pasture in Cossington called the Ash 
Plott "where the ashes or ash trees do now or lately did 
grow" and another enclosed pasture called the Lamble. 
Babington undertakes to repay £944 in five half yearly 
instalments of £24 and a final payment of £824, all of 
which payments are to be made at Hopkins' house at 
Stoke. Dated 1 December, 28 Car. II (1676).

29P. 1098. 3°P. 1099. SIS 5/6.
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Receipt dated 13 December, 1682: "I do acknowledge to 
hav received of Thomas Babington, esq., ye full consider 
ation wtl1 interest mentioned in this deed by me 
Ri Hopkins". 32

Thomas Babington of Temple Rothley, Esq., for the sum 
of £300 mortgages to Thomas Staveley of Belgrave co. 
Leicester, that messuage or tenement in Cossington with 
the homestead and closes belonging, lying between the 
parsonage home close the Thackracks and the Doctor's 
Close lately occupied by William Choice; and that part of 
the Mickle Meadow containing 22 acres; and that home 
stead or home close called the Nether Close or Seggs 
Close; and the two plots above the Ashes containing 86 
acres; and the plot next the Quids containing 69 acres; 
and the three closes called the Seggs. Babington is to pay 
£9 on 13 February next and £309 on 13 August, 1678. 
Dated 12 August, 29 Car. II, 1677. Cancelled.33
Thomas Babington of Temple, Rothley, Esq., for the sum 
of £350 lent him by William Babington of Rothley 
Temple, Matthew Babington of Trinity College, Cam 
bridge, Richard Breton of Doude co. Kent., gent, and 
Elizabeth Babington one of the sisters of Thomas, mort 
gages part of the Mickle Meadow containing 5 acres and 
two parcels of meadow ground called the Holme and the 
Thackracks. Thomas to pay £10 10s. Od. on 30 March 
next and £360 10s. Od. on 30 September, 1678. Dated 29 
September, 29 Car. II. Cancelled. 34

In 1688 Thomas Babington had not repaid the £300 he had 
borrowed from Thomas Staveley, who had by that time joined the 
majority. However, the security was so good that Staveley's 
executors renewed the mortgage and advanced a further £200. 35

Amos Oswin, of Cossington co. Leic., yeoman, for the sum 
of £50 lent him by John Burbage of Mountsorrel co. I<eic., 
mercer, mortgaged all that cottage or tenement in Cossing 
ton where Oswyn dwells, and the little close of pasture 
adjoining it on the east side. Oswyn is to pay three half-

32S 1042. 34P. 105S. 
33P. 1044. 35P. 1084.
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yearly instalments of thirty shillings, and make a final 
payment of £51. Dated 3 February, 1699. 36

There is a deed, 37 that appears to be the first part of an action of 
lease and release, which suggests that John Burbage bought this 
property shortly after Amos Oswyn had given him the mortgage 
upon it.

In September, 1676, there occurred two of those breaches of 
of the peace which, except for the parties concerned, must have 
been pleasing diversions for the people of the district. Twice in 
a week members of the Smalley family and their retainers fell 
upon certain residents of Rothley and severely mauled them. 
These Smalleys, who were lesser gentry and flourishing traders, 
came from Mountsorrel; but they had interests in most of the 
neighbouring villages, including Rothley, and some of them 
made their livings, if not their fortunes, in London.

On the 20th September, 28 Car. II (1676), Ralph Smalley of 
Mountsorrel, gentleman, Robert Smalley of the same, mercer, 
and Christopher Hewson of Loughborough, labourer, unlawfully 
congregated at Rothley and attacked Thomas Babington, Esquire, 
of Rothley Temple, he being a justice of the peace. On the 26th 
of the same month Robert Smalley, this time described as a 
gentleman, and Samuel Smalley of London, pewterer, unlawfully 
assembled and attacked Jerves Longley, gentleman, at Rothley. 38 
It appears that Mr. Babington and Mr. Longley applied to the 
courts for redress, but the following order indicates that the case 
was not tried : —

These are to authorise and desire you to stay all proceed 
ings until further order upon two informations exhibited 
in yor Office against Ralph Smalley, Robert Smalley, 
Samuel Smalley and Christopher Howson for an Assault 
and Battery.... ended to be by them comitted upon 
Thomas Babington and Jervas Langley, And for soe doing 
this shall be yo1 warr* Given under my hand this 31 day of 
May, 1677.

W. Jones
To Samuel Ashley, Esqr ., his May, Coroner and Attorney 
in the Court of Kings Bench. 39

36S 5/16. 38S 1/47, S 1/48. 
"S 5/19. 39S 1/50.
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By a deed, dated* 18th June, 1677, Thomas Babington quit 
claimed to Robert Smalley "all and all manner of action and 
actions, cause and causes of actions, suits, etc., both in law and 
equitie, which against the said Robert Smalley I ever had". Jerves 
Longley, in a deed bearing the same date, settled with Samuel 
Smalley, who resided in the parish of St. Margaret, Loathbury, 
London, for the assault upon him. 40

Among the Smalley documents is a sworn information which, 
though it is not dated, seems to belong to this period. It is not 
possible to judge the merits of the case to which it refers; but, 
taken with the papers that have just been examined, it undoubtedly 
proves that there was no love lost between the Smalleys and the 
Babingtons.

Ralph Smalley gent plaintiff Thomas Babington and other 
defendants
Robert Johnson of Saddington in the County of Leicester 
gent maketh oath that he this deponent was one of the 
jurors sworn at the tryal between the said parties had at 
the last assizes held for the county of Leicester where the 
said Mr. Smalley well proved against the defendants a very 
grievous battery and meyhime to which the defendants 
offered little or nothing in evidence but to mitigate the 
damages and the judg before whom the cause was tryed 
seemed to intimate to the jury that the pit deserved to have 
very considerable damages. But this deponent further 
said that nevertheless most of the jurors to the number of 
eight or nine of them in the debate of the said verdict soe 
closely stickled for the defts that att first they would have 
had the right with them to have found for the defts and 
afterwards proposed five shillings and suchlike inconsider 
able damages soe long persisting in their aversion from 
finding reasonable damages that * * * one of 
the jurors sworn in the said cause was taken so extreme ill 
that he despaired of his life unless he might have liberty to 
go out of the place where we were shuttpp to consult the 
verdict & with many entreaties begged this deponent & 
others to comply with the others in whatsoever they should 
offer to speed their giving in the verdict whereupon this

4°S 1/49, S 1/100.
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deponent and some others merely to save the life of the 
said juror did comply with the rest of the jurors to find 
twenty pounds damages it being the most they would be 
brought to when this deponent was well satisfied in con 
science that the pit did deserve to have above two hundred 
pounds. And this deponent further saith that he this 
deponent doth verily believe that the said jurors so as 
aforesaid adhearing to the defend*8 part had been made 
by the said Babbington or some agent for him in regard one 
Mr. Birkitt was tampering with this deponent to stick to 
the said Babbington's part. And when the jurors had 
delivered in their verdict to the judg the judg seemed to be 
much dissatisfied and discontented therewith and amongst 
other expressions he was pleased to utter he used words 
to this effect. That he would not wish them to consider 
the verdict again because if they should goe out & give 
them tenn or twenty pounds more damages that then they 
would think they had done great business whereas in truth 
he then said that the pit deserved two or three hundred 
pounds and that this was one of the worst verdicts that ever 
was brought in And asked what Court the cause was 
depending in [who was answered in the Court of Common 
Pleas to which the judg was pleased to reply that if the 
pit desired he should have his cause tryed over again.]41 

At this point it is convenient to consider two leases and a 
marriage settlement that throw some light on the annual value of 
land in Cossington. But, before doing so, it is worth noticing 
that in 1666 Ralph Smalley let four small pieces of land in Rothley, 
amounting altogether to something under four acres, for six 
years at two pounds ten shillings per annum, with a penal rent 
of five pounds for every acre converted into tillage.42

Thomas Babington of Temple Rothley, Esq., lets to Henry 
Hulse, Noble Hulse and John Goff, all yeomen of Cossing 
ton, those lands in Cossington called the Townsend Plot, 
Six Leas, Pepper's and Holton's close for three years from 
25th March next at an annual rent of £54 10s. Od. payable 
half-yearly at Michaelmas and Lady Day. The tenants 
may plough Six Leas, Pepper's and Holton's close, but

'*1S 9/23. The passage in square brackets is crossed out in the original. 
«S 3/1/11.
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for every acrS ploughed in Townsend close they shall pay 
a penal rent of forty shillings. The landlord is to pay all 
taxes, tithes, etc., and he shall find stalps, rails and thornes 
as shall be required and the tenants must set them down 
in a husbandlike manner. The tenants may not sublet 
without leave of the landlord, and they shall bring a couple 
of capons to Rothley Temple on each New Year's Day. 
Dated 23 February, 1673. 43
Thomas Babington of Temple Rothley co. Leic., Esq., lets 
to Samuel Marshall of Sileby Co., Leic., butcher, all that 
close of pasture in Cossington called the North Ranglands 
containing 40 acres with all appurtenances (except the 
timber and the right to fell and remove it) for the term of 
seven years from Lady Day last at an annual rent of £24 
payable half-yearly at Michaelmas and I/ady Day, with a 
penal rent of £5 for every acre the tenant may plough or 
convert into tillage. The tenant is to maintain the fences, 
gates, etc. The landlord is to pay any taxes that may 
hereafter be imposed. Dated 1st May, 1678.44
Mountjoy Fisher of Cossington co. L,eic., yeoman, in con 
sideration of a marriage between himself and Grace Bosse 
of Seagrave co. I/eic., spinster, and the sum of forty pounds, 
grants to John Rogers of Seagrave, clerk, and John 
Benskin of Onelip co. Leic., yeoman, that close of pasture 
in Cossington called Ratcliffe Broard containing thirty acres 
and now in the tenure of Thomas Harrison to hold it to 
the use of Mountjoy Fisher for his life and then out of the 
rents to pay £10 a year in quarterly instalments to Grace 
Fisher the widow. Dated 20 December, 1684."5 

During the last twenty years of his life, Thomas Babington's 
affairs in Leicestershire were managed by his brother, who kept 
careful accounts of all that he spent and received. These accounts 
are preserved in two books, 46 and they cover the years 1689 to 
1706. The writer grouped many of his items, so that only 
a proportion of the entries show the exact price of a given article; 
and he put them down as they occurred—farm expenses cheek by 
jowl with his niece's night rails. It seemed desirable, there-
tsp. 1026. 44P. 1097; an unsigned draft. 
*5S 3/11; Grace Bosse was Mountjoy Fisher's second wife, 
lep. 1036, P. 1037b.
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fore, to transcribe a selection, taking the family expenses first 
and putting all the agricultural matters together.

Accounts £ s. d.
1689 A Bible for Tom 3 6

For cutting Tom & Will Hair 1 0
1691 30 yds of flaxen cloth 1 13 9 

42 yds of flaxen 290 
Pins and Thread 1 6 
3i yds of muslin 8 6

1692 9 yds of striped dimety for 2 petticoats 9 0 
18| yds of Holland for sheets 290 
37 cwt of coal 18 6 
A chariot made by Mr. Brown 42 19 0 
Anne the cook wages for 16 months 400

1693 Glover a Taylor for turning Betty's
manto and Stayes 5 6 

My Cosen Nailer to pay for her stayes 100
1694 Andrew ye Scotchman for a piece of 

Cambrick for Handchfs & thread 
and needles 116 

Painted calico for an apron 4 6 
Jo0 Winter for 12 pound of flax

10/- and I/- for himself 11 0 
A tick and a bolster 136 
A flock tick 5 0 
lOf yds of Holland 136 
5 pound of Flax 5 0 
A wig 1 10 0 
Mr. Tho. Noble for a silver spoon and fork 140

1695 Nan ye Dairy maid (wages) 1 10 0 
2 pair of thread stockings for my sister 5 0 
7 yds of flannel and 1 yd of bayes

for petticoats 9 4 
Will Carter's wife for nursing

Betty (?) Waterman 2 10 0 
Muslin for 2 night railes for my neice 13 4

1699 Tho Gooteridge for a sack of salt
£1 - 2 - 0 & 18d. for carriage 136

1700 Salmon weighing 8 pounds 5 4 
a sack of salt 110
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£ S. d. 
a bag of salt 110

1701 25 doz glass bottles 2 15 0 
lemons oringes & carriage 10 5 
6 strike of salt 18 0 
for Bottoming 7 Sieves 2 6

1702 5$ yards swanskin for 2 petticoats 18 8 
for oyling and dressing the coach

and cherret 6 9 
a wig for my brother 160 
22 quarters & | of coles at lOd. a

quarter and charges 116 
Pole Tax for 5 people 5 0 
16 couple and half of rabbits 11 0

1703 6 pole taxes 6 0 
Mr. Tho Orton for Dying and printing

27 yds of stuff at 8d. a yd & carriage
& letters from London 100 

a load of coales 6 6 
a Salmon weighing 14 Ibs 9 4 
23 yds of holland for sheets 1 14 6 
7 pairs of women's gloves bought at

Sturbridge Fare 12 0 
Window Tax 5 0 
10 strike of charcoal 4 2 
22 couple of rabbits 14 8 
5 Ib hops 3 9 
Mr. George Mugg for interest on

£100 for 2 years 10 0 0 
17 couple of rabbits 11 4 
13J yds of Diaper 13 0 
29i yds Huckaback 1 10 6

1704 Mrs. Eliz dAnveys for coffey dishes &
saucers & p. John Leake 13 6 

17 yds of muslin 2 11 0 
Hannah Toon ye cook for a year and

5 weeks wages 363 
\ yd of silk 4 3 
A bob wig 116 
5 strike of salt 16 8
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£ S. d. 
Mr. Wm Thomas for a years and a

quarters dyet and schooling of my
nephew Wm Babington and extras 15 0 0 

1705 Ye Paper Miller Tho Steers for 30
pounds of Bales 7s. 6d. and 3s. 6d.
for a ream of paper 11 0 

4 doz of quart glass bottles 8s &
1 doz of pints at 18d. 96 

6 strike 3 gallons of salt 113 
12 yds of flannel for 4 petticoats 100 
20 geese at 13d. a goose and 16d.

for carriage 130 
14 Ib of sugar 9 8 
100J Ibs of sugar 3 13 6 
13^ yds coulld46* Dimety for waistcoats

for Servts 13 0 
For tobacco 4 16 0 
A year's interest on £200 10 0 0

1689 The Miller for a year's wages &
washing 5 18 6

1691 For a hog 202
1692 Crapper for ploughing 4 acres at

3/8 per acre 14 0 
Webster for ploughing 7 acres 1 rood at

3/8 per acre 166 
Wm Chamberlain for mowing 15 days 15 0 
Wm Chamberlain and others for mowing

in Mill Leys and Sheep-doles 9 days 9 0
1693 Amos Ozin for 21 quarters of barley 11 66 

Wm. Skillington of Ratcliffe for 5
quarters of seed barley 680 

Sharp for 1 quarter of barley 166 
Crappr for 13j acres ploughing &

1 day harrowing 296 
Webster for 1\ acres ploughing 166 
Daniel Patchett for ploughing 10 a. 1 15 0 
Joseph Middleton of Sileby for ploughing

26 acres £14-15s-4d. & 4 days
following —in all 5 13 0

*6*Conlld = ? coloured.
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	£ s. d. 
Mountjoy Fisher for a tax laid on

Cossington Sep. 18^ 14 13 3f
1694 Mountjoy Fisher Cossington Tax

June 16th 3 14 9
3 quarter of Apples 8 0
Matt. Good for 8 Bullocks 19 15 10
His charges buying ym 9 6
For 10 bullocks with driving and charges 27 16 6
R. 47 of ye Miller for 5 strike new maslin 12 6
R. for 5 strike 2 pecks new wheat 15 8
2 pair of Ducks 4 0
R. for 10 piggs 900

1695 10 qutrs of oats 466
Amos Ozwin a Tax for Cossington 14 13 3f
22 strike of charcoal at 5d. a strike 9 2
5 quarters of dove manure 11 8
R. for 11 sheep at 21/- 1111 0
R. for 5 sheep at 16/- 400
R. for 23 sheep at 16/2 18 11 8
R. for 52 sheep at 10/4 26 15 6
R. for a cow and a calf 3 19 0
14 quarters of dove manure 1 12 6
Will Carter for 4 mares horsing 120
Harry Bolton malster for 19 weeks wages 2 17 0 
John Deacon for 68 sheep bought at

Derby Fair 27 4 4
His charges there and in the Peak 15 10
94 sheep bought at Loughborough 38 17 4
Charges driving pitch and tar 6 9
2 Bullocks 3 10 0
11 gross of pipes48 11 0
8i quarters of lime 8 6
mowing the Sheepdoles 120
Mr. Hulse for Cossington Tax 14 13 3j
R. for 21 tod of wool at 20 guinys 29 8 0
R. of the Miller 13 guineys 19 10 0

4?R. indicates a credit item.
48It is difficult to see what these pipes were for; the number seems to rule 

out tobacco pipes, they are too cheap to be lead, and pipes for drain 
age were not generally used until after 1845.
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£ s. d.
1699 R. for 35 tod 2 pds of wool at 18s p. tod 3111 2 

R. for 53 tod of pasture wool at
22s. 3d. p tod 58 19 3 

Robert Fisher for Cossington Tax 11 3 2j 
4 pounds of Hopps 4 0 
12 geese 13 6 
John Meakins for 3 quarters and 4

strike of rye with charges 570 
a quarter of oats 10 8 
4 store bullocks 10 17 10 
38 strike of oates 2 17 0 
charges and bringing of a stray yew

from Cardwell 4 6 
6 quarters 5 strike of oates 3 19 6 
Jonathon L.eeke for Cossington Tax 11 3 2£ 
Edw Dawson for Hullokin ye Mill Leay 3 6

1700 John Meakin for a cart horse 626 
Thomas Carton for making 2 plows 3 0 
R. for a strike of old rye 5 0 
quarter of oats 250 
R. of John Patchett for 3 acres and

i of stubble 5 0 
John Patchett for 2 days carrying hay

at Cossington 8 0
1701 4 quarter seed barley 340 

Anthony Thorne for 15 days at
Harvest work 11 3 

Wilens for 5 weeks and 2 days in harvest
£1-3-0 and a week since 3s 160 

R. for a sow 150
1702 R. for 4 strike old pease 8 0 

R. for 8 strike of pease 16 0 
R. for 3 strike of pease 6 0 
R. for 5 quarters of barley 450 
R. for 6 quarters 5 strike of old wheat 777 
R. for 17 quarters 7 strike 2 peck of

old maslin 14 16 3 
R. for 25 quarters 2 strike of old rye 19 19 2 
a pig (April) 2 6
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£ S. d. 
R. for 10 quarters 2 strike of wheat at

2s. 8d. a strike 10 18 0 
Several women for harvest work &

Wiln's wife for keeping cows 146 
R. for 5 score sheep 35 18 0 
for 7 pigs 2 12 0 
22 strike seed rye 1 16 8 
2 spades 3 0 
R. for 2 bulls and 2 heifers 10 12 6 
R. for 30 sheep skins 2 11 6

1703 R. for a heifer 290 
R. for 15 lamb hogs 11 10 6 
Matt Goade for Cossington Tax being

ye 4th payment for 1702 14 5 3j 
Ann Toll & Mary Burges for weeding 8 8 
R. for 29 quarters of 1701 wheat 30 19 3j 
R. for 35 quarters 6 strike and a

peck of 1701 maslin 29 0 1 
R. for 7 quarters of old Rye 5 10 0 
4 bridles and 4 snaffles 8 0 
Matt Goad to pay 4 colts grass at

Garrendon 400 
R. for 10 bullocks 41 5 0 
Robt. Bunny for 4 days thatching 4 0 
37 strike of oats at 12jd. a strike 1 18 6 
Joseph Porter for 5 days Diking 3 4 
John Porter for hedging 3 4

1704 R. of Henry Clark for his house,
homestead & ground next ye sun-hill 12 0 0 

A pig (March)" 2 6 
Matt Good for first quarterly Tax for

Cossington 14 0 5 
R. for 2 quart pease & beans 1 12 0 
A stone colt with lOd. for charges 5 0 10 
A gilt pig 16 0 
R. for 10 beast 50 5 0 
Hen. Bolton for 12 weeks making malt 1 16 0

1705 R. for 45 quar of 1702 wheat 57 17 8$ 
R. for 3 quar of 1702 barley 270
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£ S. d. 
R. for 10 quar. 4 strike 2 pec of

1702maslin 8 17 10J 
R. for 15 quar 7 strike 1703 maslin 17 5 9\ 
R. for 16 quar 7 strike 1 pec of 1703 rye 16 1 3 
R. for 3 quar 1703 wheat 3 18 3 
Wm Brawston for 21 days harvest work,

2 rake steales 114 
A bay horse for my niece 576 
John Porter for 25 days hedging & Diking

at Rothley 16 8 
Joseph Porter for 1\ days hedging & Diking 5 0 
R. for 5 quarters of beans 600 
Henry Bolton for 17 weeks malting

78 quarters of Barky 2 11 0 
1706 R. for 18 quarters 1 str 2 pec of

1704 wheat 26 6 1\ 
R. for 6 quar. 2 pec of 1704 rye 4 17 5£ 
R. for 12 quar 4 str. 2 pec of 1704

maslin 13 11 2 
R. for 3 pec 1704 barley 2 \\

Thomas Babington died in 1708, and, according to an 
inventory made at the time, his personal estate in Rothley and 
Cossington amounted to £902. The stock and implements on the 
farm were valued as follows : —

June ye 8th 1708 ye stok yn a priser at Cossington
of Thomas Babington Esq. late deceased
In the ash close £ s. d.
57 ewes & lambs 34 4 0
13 barren sheep 6 10 0
2 fillies 1 gelding 7 10 0
5 calves 1 heifer 700
In the sand leas
8 bullocks 32 0 0
3 calves 1 10 0
3 fillies 10 0 0
15 sheep 900
Stock at Rothley Temple
2 cows 1 bull 800
2 saddle mares 17 00
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	£ s. d.
7 cart mares & geldings 32 0 0
1 gray mare 300
1 little nag 400

another little nag 500
1 blind mare 111 0

An ass 3 0
osiers 1 4

29 lamb hogs 17 0 0
1 pig 11 0
1 heifer 3 17 0
1 pig 60

lambs 200
9 pigs 2 13 0
2 sows 192
3 cows 10 8 0
3 geldings 24 3 6
A cow 3 15 0
2 Blind geldings 546

Broken glasses 8 6
Malt 34 quar 40 16 0
Wheat 23 quar 7 str 1 pec 31 53
Maslin 10 quar 5 str 2 pec 10 13 4
Rye 1 quar 2 str 140
Oats 22 quar 2 str 11 14 8
Peas in ye town 21 quar 4 str 21 10 0
Barley 4 quar 3 12 0
Peas in Kilne 4 quar 5 str 4126
Groats and oatmeal 12 0
Bacon hams and tongues 300
Hops 10 0
2 beams 5 0 
Forks and rakes & a corn fan 3 cart ropes 10 0 
In the garden
2 rakes 8 glasses for malons 130
an old coach 300
Saddles and bridles 1 10 0
Things unseen 100
2 sows 200
2 Brawns 200
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£ S. d. 
6 Pigs 1 7 0
2 wagons 600
3 carts 800 
Bladders 10 0 

Cow Cribs 4 0 
1 roll 3 0 
3 plows 4 harrows 2 15 0 
12 pairs of gears 6 leather halters 10

collars 2 10 0 
hay and straw 400 
2 drauft rakes 5 0 
2 framed hovils 300
2 stone trows 1 15 0
3 wood trows 2 6 
maner in ye yard 800 
Plow timber & board in ye Kill &

bords in ye drain chamber 300 
The grate & hair cloth 1 10 0 
Wool 900 
12 sacks sives scuttles and a

winnowing sheet 180 
9 acres of barley 22 10 0 
19 acres of peas 28 10 O49

Before we pass to a happier period in the history of Cos- 
sington, mention must be made to two benefactors whose wills 
were proved before the death of Thomas Babington. The first 
was Agnes Brewin. She charged certain lands with a yearly 
payment of 5s., which was to be spent in buying Bibles and in 
teaching poor children. The other was the Rev. William Stave- 
ley, rector of Cossington, whose will, dated 21st September, 1702, 
was proved in the archdeaconry court of Leicester on 23rd May, 
1704. He left in trust for his successors in the rectory of Cos 
sington the income from Turnwater Nook, Turnwater Close 
and a cottage with its out-houses and homestead. He also 
directed his executors to invest the residue of his personal estate 
in lands and to employ the income for certain charitable purposes 
in Sileby, Rothby (Rothley), Mountsorrel and the Trinity

«P. 1109, P. lllOb.
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Hospital in the Newarke at Leicester. The sum of two pounds 
a year was to be paid to the rector and churchwardens of Cos- 
sington from this fund, and the money was to be distributed by 
them among the poor of the parish on St. Thomas's Day in the 
form of bread and beef. 50 Both these benefactions are still (1938) 
in operation.

VI

THOUGH people who view the eighteenth century through 
the spectacles of Hogarth have seen much to decry in it, the 
period was probably the nearest approach to the Golden Age that 
the English countryman has ever seen. The fiscal policy of the 
government secured to corn growers tolerably steady prices and 
a regular demand for a considerable quantity of grain. This, in 
its turn, produced a general improvement in the standard of 
living; and more and more people were able to buy luxuries, the 
greatest of which was meat. The farmers of Norfolk and 
Leicestershire were among the first to take advantage of this for 
tunate state of affairs, and, at the end of the century, agricultural 
improvers were constantly urging men in other districts to adopt 
their more enlightened practices. In Leicester the predominating 
interests were the management of pasture and stock. "The 
quantity of grass in this country", said the Hon. John Byng in 
1799, "exceeds any former produce; there are horses and cattle 
feeding in grass of 2 loads to the acre; " a proceeding which he 
considered wasteful. 51 And Marshall, whose report on the 
midland counties came out the next year, said:—"It must not, 
however, be understood, by those who are not locally acquainted 
with this district, that Mr. BAKEWEU-, though he has been long, 
and most deservedly, considered as the principal promoter of the 
ART OF BREEDING, and has for some length of time taken the 
lead, is the only man of distinguished merit in this deparment of 
rural affairs, in the district under survey. It abounds, and has for 
many years abounded, with intelligent and spirited breeders. 
I could mention some fifteen or twenty of repute, and most of 
them men of considerable property, who are in the same depart-

soReport of the Charity Commissioners, dated 30th June, 1837; Part V, 
Leicester and Leicestershire.—pp. 413, 475 and 490.

siThe Torrington Diaries, Vol. II, 1789, June 21, Ashby-de-la-Zouche. But, 
judging by his own account, it was a wet season.
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ment, and several of them eminentin their breedsof stock."52 Such 
a one was Thomas Paget of Ibstock whose eldest son. founded an 
important bank in Leicester. "The sale of his stock in 1795 was 
long remembered on account of the exceptionally large amount 
that it produced—£5,000 more, the owner declared, than he 
expected. The sheep were purchased for more than £60 apiece, 
and the heifers for more than 70 and 80 guineas each. The bull, 
Shakespeare—which Gardiner by a not unnatural confusion of 
ideas, names Garrick—brought as much as 400 guineas".53

The remaining documents of our series, nearly all of which 
are leases, show that the trend of agriculture in Cossington was 
towards grazing. But, before examining them in detail, it is 
worth our while to quote a passage from Ernie describing the 
general farming practice of England; we shall then have a stan 
dard with which to compare the methods of husbandry required 
by the Thomas Babingtons, father and son, who were lords of 
the manor between 1708 and 1776. "In 1768, turnips and clover 
were still unknown in many parts of the country; and their full 
use was only appreciated in the eastern counties. In some districts, 
as in Essex (1808), clover had been adopted with such zeal that 
the land was already turning sick; in others it was scarcely tried. 
In Westmorland, for instance, in 1794, 'the prejudice that exists 
almost universally against clover and rye-grass' was said to be 'a 
great obstacle to the improvement of the husbandry of the 
county". In Cumberland, where clover had been introduced in 
1752, it was still rare in 1797. Turnips remained, at the close 
of the eighteenth century, an 'alien crop' in many counties, such 
as Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, Hampshire, Staffordshire, Hereford 
shire, Shropshire, Glamorganshire and Worcestershire. Even 
where they were grown, they were generally sown broadcast, 
and seldom hoed".54

In the autumn of 1708 Thomas Babington let five farms in 
Cossington, to various men, for terms ranging from six to nine 
years. The conditions were the same in all important particulars, 
but some of the deeds contain special provisions : —

Thomas Babington, of Sileby co. Leic., Esq., lets to Robert 
Fisher of Cossington, husbandman, the close next Cos-

B2The Rural Economy of the Midland Counties, Vol. I, p. 294. 
^Leicester Memoirs, by C. J. Billson, p. 23. 
^English Farming Past and Present, p. 202.
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sington woiflds adjoining Sileby Field containing about 
69 acres for six years from 25th March next at an annual 
rent of £30 payable half yearly at Michaelmas and I^ady 
Day. The landlord is to pay all tithes, taxes and im 
positions. The tenant may not plough or convert into 
tillage without the landlord's consent, the penalty being 
an additional rent of £3 an acre, and he may not sublet. 
The tenant must maintain all fences and leave them as 
good as he found them. Dated 29 November 170855 -
Thomas Babington lets to Matthew Goud of Cossington the 
field called the Ash Close next Ratcliffe Field, containing 51 
acres 24 perches, from 25 March next for nine years at an 
annual rent of £30. The conditions are the same as above, 
except that the penal rent is £5 an acre. Dated 21 
December 170856
Thomas Babington lets to Daniel Dickens of Cossington, 
husbandman, that close in Cossington called the Town 
Close containing 52 acres from 25th March next for six 
years at an annual rent of £38 15s. Od., and Dickens is to 
pay 5s. a year more instead of bringing a load of coals. 
The other conditions are as in Fisher's lease above. Dated 17 
November, 1708.57
Thomas Babington lets to Matthew Goud and Daniel 
Dickens, yeomen of Cossington, the field in Cossington 
called the I/amble containing 58 acres for six years from 
Lady Day next at an annual rent of £100 to plough for the 
first three years and £34 to graze for the other three years. 
The tenants are to eat all the straw on the ground during 
the three years' ploughing, except one or two loads a year. 
Other clauses as above. Dated 29 November, 1708. 58 
Thomas Babington lets to Abraham Smith of Sileby, co. 
Leic., husbandman, a close in Cossington called the White 
Close containing about 46 acres from 25th March next for 
six years at an annual rent of 12s. an acre. The landlord is 
to abate 20s. of the rent every year for the goss (= gorse) 
growing on the land. He is also to put tbe fences in tenant- 
able repair and to find rails for sheep pens, for which the

ins. 67P. 1112. 
me. 58P. 1113.



32 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

tenant is to provide the posts. Other conditions as above. 
Dated 29 November, 1708. 69

In the year 1719 a marriage was arranged between John 
Fisher, son and heir apparent of Mountjoy Fisher, yeoman of 
Cossington, and Dorothey Smalley, daughter of Robert Smalley 
of Mountsorrel, gentleman. Dorothey had £300 for her marriage 
portion and certain expectations which her grandchildren realised. 
The Fishers settled upon John and Dorothey and their children 
their house and farmstead and some sixty-two acres of land in 
Cossington. The farm consisted of the Leas Close, the Cow Close 
or Bowling Leas, "now divided into two closes", the Rushey 
Close, the Butt Close and "another little close at the Bottom of 
the Poor's Plott", a meadow "next the Bull Piece", Chamberlain's 
Homestead and the Barn Close, the last being subject to a rent 
charge of £10 a year. John also promised to leave his wife £20 
in case he should predecease her. 60

John and Dorothey Fisher had an only son Robert, who, in 
1748, was betrothed to Mary Tebbutt, daughter and co-heiress of 
Christopher Tebbutt of Toton co. Notts., gentleman. A settle 
ment was drawn up, to which Robert contributed three fields in 
Cossington called Ratcliffe Broard and the Barn Closes, containing 
thirty acres, and a house and farm "lying dispersedly" in the 
township of Barrow-on-Soar, "containing by estimation one hun 
dred acres". (Possibly his mother's £300 was invested here.) 
Christopher Tebbutt settled on his daughter £250 and an open- 
field farm in Long Eaton, co. Derby "reputed to be two oxgangs 
of land". 61

In 1777, Mary Fisher, widow of Robert Fisher, and her 
daughters, Dorothey and Mary, sold fifteen and a half acres of 
land at Long Eaton, 62 and, at about the same time John, Dorothey 
and Mary Fisher sold certain lands and houses in Cossington and 
Barrow-on-Soar for £200. 63 In 1782 the Fisher family were 
dividing among themselves the property that had come to them 
through their grandmother, Dorothey Smalley. It consisted of 
land and houses in Mountsorrel, Rothley, Woodhouse, Barrow- 
on-Soar, Donnington-on-the-Heath, Hugglescote, Quorndon and 
Swithland. 64
59P. 1114.
60S 3/14a, S 3/14b, see also S 3/11 above.
61S 3/2a, S 3/15b.
62S 3/3b. 63S 3/3d. 6«S 16/1.
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The Babingtons

THOMAS BABINGTON 
d. 1567, grandson of Thomas 
Babington of Dethick, co. Derby

= Eleanor, d. of Ric. 
of Barton Seagrave,

I-

Humfrey = Margaret, d. of Francis
d. 1611 Cave of Baggrave, 

co. Leic.

MATTHEW 
d. 1616

Zachary

THOMAS=Katherine, d. of Humfrey
d. 1645 Kendall of Smythesby

MATTHEW = Anne, d. of Sampson 
d. 1669 Hopkins of Stoke 

by Coventry

Katherine = William Whatt 
of Groby Lodg 
co. Leic.

1 Elizabeth, d. =THO 
of Sir Wm. 
Jesson, kt., of 
Coventry

MAS = 2 Margaret, d. of Henry Hall 
d. 1708 of Gretford, co. Lines.

William
I 

Matthew

THOMAS= Elizabeth, d. of Ralph 
d. 1745 Keeling of London

I 
THOMAS=Lydia, d. of the Rev. Joseph
d. 1776 Cardale, v. of Hinckley

William = Elizabel

William = f

THOMAS = Jean, d. of the Rev. John 
d. 1837 Macaulay

Matthew William

1 Augusta Julia, =THOMAS GISBORNE = 2 Augusta Teresa,
I

d. of C. H. 
Bolton, of 
Faithlegg, co. 
Waterford

d. 1871
John

d. of F. G. Vacqueray, d. 1884 
a Secretary of State for 
the Grand Duchy of the Rhine

THOMAS ARTHUR 
d. 1896

JOHN ALBERT = Emily Elizabel
d. 1931 the Rev. W. G 

Orpington, Kei

PERCY LANCELOT 
•i HfiO

N.B —This skeleton pedigree shows only those members of the Babington 
by CAPITALS, and rectors of Cossington by italics.



of Cossington

Humfray 
co. Northants.

I 
Edmund Margaret Jane

Anne= William Staveley

1
ilizabeth

1 
Thomas William 

d. circ. 1703

Adrian = Margaret Cave 
d. 1625

Humfrey, Vice-Master of 
d. 1691 Trinity College, 

Cambridge

th Davenport

ary Carter

Joseph Mary = T/te Rev. Thomas Gisborne

Matthew 
«. 1836

Mary = Sir James Parker

h, d. of 
rdner, v. of 
t

family whose names appear in the narrative. Lords of the manor are indicated
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We must now hjrk back to the year 1726, when Mr. Babing- 
ton bought, for £138, five acres of land in the Rye Field called 
the Cottage Close. It w.as sold to him by William Wheatly of 
Sileby, who had given £100 for it during the previous year. 65

The next group of deeds consist of long leases, the main pro 
visions of which were designed to maintain the timber and fences 
and to increase the value of the land. Grass was preferred to 
corn, and the landlord was prepared to sacrifice rent if the tenant 
converted the arable land to pasture. Mr. Babington also seems 
to have been a firm believer in the proverb : "Where there's muck 
there's money" : —

Thomas Babington, of Rothley Temple, Esq., lets to 
Thomas Ferriman, of Sileby, gentleman, that close in 
Cossington called the Ash Close containing 27 acres 
(reserving to himself all timber and the right to fell it and 
carry it away) from Lady Day next for twenty-one years, 
paying during the first six years £28 10s. Od. per annum 
for ploughing one half for three years and the other half 
for the other three years, and for the remaining fifteen 
years paying £17 a year grazing rent, with a penal rent 
of £5 for every acre converted into tillage. Rents are 
payable half-yearly at Michaelmas and Lady Day. The 
tenant is to plant a good quick hedge and ditch to divide 
the close before 2nd February next; the tenant is to main 
tain the fences and may not lop or plash them except for 
repair. The tenant may not mow any grass except broken 
or fallow grass, and such is to be eaten on the premises. 
For every load of straw the tenant shall carry away he shall 
spread three loads of good dung. The landlord is to pay 
land tax and tithes and the tenant is to discharge all other 
obligations. Dated 15 January, 14 Geo. II, 174066 
Memorandum. Mr. Ferriman may take ye Barn off of ye 
within mentioned Premises any time when he pleases. 

Mr. Ferriman gave his name to this land; his fields are still 
(1938) called the Top and Bottom Ferrimans.

Thomas Babington, of Rothley Temple co. Leic., Esq., 
lets to Thomas Barradell of Sileby co. Leic., gentleman, 
all that close in Cossington called Sunhill Close containing

esp. 1137, P. 1141. 66P. llSlb.
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37 acres (reserving to the landlord all timber with the right 
to fell it and carry it away) from Lady Day last for twenty- 
one years, paying for the first three years an annual rent of 
£32, due in equal portions at Michaelmas and Lady Day. 
The sum of £12 (part of the £32) is an additional rent 
agreed between the parties for ploughing the upper part 
of the said close, about 19 acres, for the first three years. 
During the last 18 years of the term the tenant shall pay a 
grazing rent of £20 a year, and an additional rent of £5 
for every acre converted into tillage. The landlord has 
right of entry if the rent is not paid within thirty days of 
the proper time. The tenant is to maintain the fences and 
hand them over in a good state of repair at the end of the 
term. He is to fetch and deliver to Rothley Temple one 
stack load of good pit coals before the llth November every 
year, the landlord paying for the same at the pits. The 
tenant undertakes not to fell or plash any timber and 
promises to consume on the premises all the hay and fodder 
produced there. The landlord is to pay land tax and 
tithes. The tenant may erect a barn at his own expence 
and take it away at the end of the term. Dated 2 May, 
16 Geo. II, 1743. 67

This agreement was modified by a memorandum which was 
drawn up on the 20th October, 1755. Its provisions were as 
follows: —

Barradell is to pay £36 in half-yearly instalments of £6, 
which shall be due on 10th October and 5th April, in lieu 
of the penal rent of £5 an acre for the land he shall plough 
in the upper part of the Sunhill, lying in one close next 
the Glebe and containing 19 acres 9 poles, for the four 
years beginning 24th June last. If the tenant ploughs up 
any more land he must pay the penal rent of £5 an acre 
for every acre so ploughed. 68

In 1748 Mr. Babington let two meadows in Cossington called 
the Lower Sheep Doles and certain lands in Rothley to one John 
Dawson, a farrier of Rothley. It was a grazing lease except that 
the Upper Conygree Close in Rothley might be ploughed for four 
years for three crops only of grain and one of turnips. 69 This
67P. H56b. 69P. "63. 
68P. 1156c.
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must have been one of the earliest root crops grown in the 
district. Marshall, writing a generation later, says: "THE 
TURNEP CROP, though cultivated in a good manner by a few 
superior managers, does not enter into the ordinary practice of 
this district. At present, not one acre in a hundred, taking the 
district throughout, is subjected to turnep culture. I have rode 
through a succession of townships without seeing an acre of 
turneps; and of those that are sown, few are cultivated in a hus- 
bandlike manner".70 He experienced great difficulty in getting 
his own turnip crops tolerably hoed, even at the "extravagantly 
high" price of eight shillings an acre with beer. Very few of 
the midland labourers could hoe at all, and they were by no means 
so competent as those from Norfolk. 71 He found hand-weeding 
a good practice and not expensive; it worked out at about two 
pence an acre. 72

The next four leases call our attention to the brothers John 
and Francis Goude. They appear to have been tenant farmers 
of some affluence whose opinions had weight in the parish. Their 
signatures, representing the inhabitants, appear on a terrier of 
lands belonging to Cossington rectory that was drawn up in 
1757.73 This document shows that they farmed about forty acres 
under the rector, the Rev. William Babington, as well as the 
land they held under Mr. Thomas Babington. That worthy, 
who had recently been sheriff of the county of Leicester, expected 
them to make special efforts to improve the roads, which were, 
no doubt, very bad. The Hon. John Byng, who was born in 
1742, wrote: "I am just old enough to remember turnpike roads 
few and those bad, and when travelling was slow, difficult, and, 
in carriages, somewhat dangerous......! have been told that a
century ago people made their wills e're they began a long jour 
ney". In 1790 he traversed "a true Leicestershire road of stones 
and sloughs" which brought him from Leicester to Anstey; in 
1789 the roads near Staunton Harold were "torn up by coal 
waggons"; Mountsorrel was "a long, ill-paved town"; to his 
"pleasure and surprise" the road out of Leicester "continued 
very fine for six miles; when turning to the right, I blundered

r. William Marshall—Rural Economy in the Midland Counties, Vol. I,
p. 253.

d., Vol. H, p. 8. 73P. 1187. 
72/bjd., Vol. II, p. 28.
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and plunged thro' a most deep and dangerous way to Desford; 
thense by a nasty track and wet common to Newbold......From
Newbold some long stoney lanes brought me to Bosworth-Park, 
looking more like a common and with as bad roads; and so to 
Bosworth town". Unless the roads in Cossington were a great 
deal better than these, John and Francis would have plenty to do.

Thomas Babington of Rodeley Temple co. Leic., esq., lets 
to Francis Goude of Cossington co. Leic., grazier, the 
messuage in Cossington where Goude now dwells with all 
the buildings belonging and the homestead (6 acres) 
belonging to the messuage; and the Four Leas (li acres) 
joining upon the Glebe, and the Six Leas (l£ acres); and 
the Mickle Meadow (8 acres) through which meadow runs 
a road; and the Rye Field Close (1 acre); and the nine acres 
part of the Townsend Close (9 acres); and the fourteen 
acres part of the Townsend Close) not less than 12 

RENT acres) with the barn and stables adjoining, from 5th 
April next to 5th April, 1757, at an annual rent 
of £47 12s. 9d. payable half-yearly on 10th October and 
5th April, and an additional rent of £6 for ploughing the 
Fourteen Acre, and another £10 an acre for all other land 
converted into tillage, except for one crop of corn which 

LANDLORD'S may be taken on the Nine Acre during 1754. The land- 
RESERVATIONS, lord reserves the fish and game, and all the timber and 

ETC. the right to fell it and carry it away; but the tenant 
is allowed as much hawthome and thorne growing on the 
premises as is sufficient for repairing the fences and pro 
tecting the young hawthorne or quick. The tenant is to 
pay all the levies, taxes and tythes on the old enclosure, 
and the landlord is to pay land-tax and tythe on the new 

FENCING enclosure. The tenant is to plant young hawthorne or quick, 
provided by the landlord, to cut off about l| acres from the 
Fourteen Acre, and wood the hedge so that nothing shall 
impede the growth; and he shall make a gate for the 
enclosure, the landlord supplying the wood and post. The 
tenant shall give notice when thornes are wanted to pro 
tect the hedges, and shall cut them under the direction of 
the landlord or his agent, and apply them in a husband- 
like manner. The tenant may only cut or plash trees or 
hedges under the direction of the landlord or his agent.
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The tenant "must stake hedges, scoure the ditches 
and preserve the stavings from injury by sheep or cattle. 
He shall fence any stacks he shall make with fleaks and 

.OPPINGAND not cut thorn for the purpose. The tenant at the 
TILLAGE same time as the crop of corn be taken from the Nine 

Acre, shall sow peas for the last crop to be taken off 
the Fourteen Acre. He shall sow upon each acre of 
each part of the Townsend Close 7 Ibs of clover and 2 
strikes of rye grass at the least. In ploughing the Nine Acre 
and the Fourteen Acre he shall lay down the leys and ridges 
lower and flatter than they now lie, and he shall spread in a 
husbandlike manner 6 quarters of lime on the Fourteen 
Acre. The tenant shall consume on the premises all the hay, 
straw, dung, manure and compost made thereon and keep 
the soil in good heart and plight. The tenant may only graze 
sheep in the winter and not more than one to the acre. He 
shall maintain the fences and buildings in good repair. 

HIGHWAYS "And further that he the said Francis Goude shall and will 
during the said Term endeavour to the utmost of his power 
to have proper & diligent persons elected to the Office of 
Overseers of the Highway in Cossington..... .and if at any
time he shall be elected to that office he shall endeavour
and take care that all Highways and Roads within the
liberties of Cossington be sufficiently amended and kept in
good repair". Lastly, the tenant must renew his lease, if
he wishes to do so, between the 10th September and 10th
November, 1757, or he must give notice in writing during
the same period. Dated 8th December, 27 Geo. II, 1753.74

On the same day Mr. Babington and Francis Goude executed a
lease of some meadow land in Cossington. The clauses about
taxes, game, timber, fencing, road-repair and the renewal of the
lease were the same as those just quoted. The land in question
was the Mill I/eys (eighteen acres) and the Syell Meadow (one and
a half acres). Goude took it for ten years at an annual rent of
£27. The special provisions of the agreement are as follows : —

The landlord reserves a right of way for himself, his servants,
his horses and cattle over the Mill I,eys when there
shall happen to be deep water in the Common Way, and
right of way to the pen in the Gaultry. The landlord

7«P. 1182.
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also reserves for himself and his tenants the right to 
wash sheep from the Mill I/eys,, they being respon- 

TILLAGEAND sible for keeping the sheep together. The tenant 
GRAZING shall not mow in any one year more than one part 

of the Mill L/eys and Syell Meadow, and after mowing 
he shall enrich that part by dunging in a husband-like 
manner at a proper and seasonable time of the year. He 
may not graze any horses except his own, and they must 
be tethered. He may not graze any horses during the 
last half year. He shall consume on the premises all hay, 
manure, etc., made thereon. He may not sublet without 
licence from the landlord. 75

Thomas Babdngton, of Rodeley Temple co. I/eic., esq., 
lets to John Goude, of Cossington co. L/eic., grazier,, a 
messuage with appurtenances in Cossington, and the Upper 
Ash Close (12 acres 15 perches), the Ash Close High (8 
acres 1 rood 38 perches), the piece of Upper Ash Close (30 
acres), part of Nether Ash Close situate by Ranglands (13 
acres 1 rood 4 perches), the two closes called Clerk's Closes 
(35 acres), the Over Townsend Close (26 acres) the Seggs 
Close (7 acres) and Brewin's Meadow (6 acres 2 roods) for 
one year at a rent of £97 5s. Od. Babington also lets to 
Goude the Nether or North Ash Close (10 acres 2 roods 36 
perches) and the south-west moiety of the Over Town- 
send Close for five years at an annual rent of £17. 

CROPPING AND The tenant undertakes to spread on the North Ash Close 
TILI/AGE 7 quarters an acre of Gracedieu76 lime or a like quantity 

of lime as good; and he shall spread on every acre of the 
same land 7 cartloads of good rotten muck or manure 
every year; and in the last year of the tenancy he must 
spread 10 loads an acre at the least, and as much more as 
may reasonably be expected to arise from the straw grown 
on the close. A new barn is to be errected : the landlord 
will provide wood, bricks, laths and nails, and plaster for 
the chamber floor; the tenant is to perform the carriage 
and find other materials. The other clauses of the agree-

7sp. 1183.
76Gracedieu, originally a priory, lies to the north-west of Leicestershire,

about half-way between Leicester and Ashby-de-la-Zouche. 
"P. 1184.
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ment are given in full in P 1182 above. Dated 1 February, 
28 Geo. II, 1755. 77

Thomas Babington of Rothley Temple, esq., lets 
to John Goude of Cossington, grazier, those two 
fields in Cossington called Clarkes Closes (35 acres) 

RENT from 5th April last for seven years at an annual rent of 
£24 10s. Od., payable half yearly, with an additional rent 
of £90 payable in two installments of £45 on the Monday 
after Christmas Day next, and the Monday after Christmas 
day, 1759, for ploughing the premises and a further rent of 
£10 an acre for every acre kept under the plough above four 

CROPPING AND years. In ploughing the tenant shall lay down the ridges as 
TILLAGE flat and level as may be, and at the several times he shall 

plough each part of the said closes for the last crop to be 
gotten therefrom he shall sow upon the same a good 
sufficient quantity of clover seed and rye grass. And the 
tenant shall lay down that part of the close that shall be 
in tillage in the year 1764, and shall not during the last 
part of the lease reap any crop of corn. If the tenant 
neglects to convert any part of the land to tillage for four 
years he shall still pay the £90. If the tenant does not 
renew the lease during the autumn of 1764, he may not 
agist, during that winter, any cattle, sheep or horses, so 
that the herbage may be reasonably good at the end of 
the term. The other terms are similar to those cited above. 
Dated 14 April, 31 Geo. II, 1758. 78

Thomas Babington of Rodeley Temple, esq., agrees to let 
to Mary Ratcliffe widow of John Ratcliffe of Cossington, 
paper miller, the Ox Holm, the Mill Close, adjoining her 
house near the paper mill, and the two-acre meadow north 
of John Fisher's meadow and another two-acre meadow 
south and west of John Dickens land from 5 April next to 
5 April, 1760, at an annual rent during the first four years 
of £19 5s. Od. and of £18 5s. Od. during the last two years, 
with a further rent of £5 5s. Od. during the first four years 
for every acre (other than the two-acre close) converted

78P. 1194.
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into tillage and during the last two years a penal rent of 
£10 10s. Od. for every acre ploughed after 1 June, 1757. 

CROPPING AND During the last two years the tenant shall lay the ridges 
TILLAGE in the two acre close more level than at present, and she 

may sow no other seeds or grain than barley or oats, so 
that the ground may retain all the fertile property that is 
possible. The tenant is to keep enough cattle to eat or 
render into good manure all the hay and straw arising on 
the premises, and she is to cause the same to be spread in 
a husbandlike manner on the two-acre meadow and the 
two-acre close during the term of the lease. She is to 
spread eight quarters of lime on the close after it has been 
ploughed the fourth time and before the seed for the 
fourth crop is sown and to harrow in with the same four 

TENURE strikes of the seed of rye grass. The tenant may not sub 
let without the landlord's consent in writing. The lease 
may be voided by twelve months' notice by either party. 
The landlord reserves the right of way through the Ox 
Holm to the Sheep doles. There are the usual clauses 
about timber, game, taxes, tithes and fencing. Dated 26 
February, 1754. 79

We must now transcribe some items from the accounts kept 
by Richard Duckett, steward at Rothley, during eight months in 
the years 1766 and 1767. 80 Only a proportion of the entries are 
sufficiently definite to tell us anything; the others are omitted : — 

Received for :— £ s. d. 
August 4 str of beans at 3/9 15 0 

3 qua of wheat at £2 10s. Od. 7 10 0 
5 qua of beans at £1 10s. Od. 7 10 0 
2 str of light wheat at 5/4| 10 9 
6 str of maslin at 5/9 1 14 6 

Sept. 1 str of barley at 3/6 36 
Oct. 2 str of maslin at 4/9 9 6 

2 str of maslin at 5/8 11 4 
12 str of maslin at 5/6 360 
A sheep skin 1 0 
2 heifers and calves 19 10 0 
A white faced cow 7 years old 7 17 6

"P. 1197. 8°P- 1202.
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	£ s. d.
A fat cow 600
A fat ox 7 15 0 
A bay mare 4 years old one of the

old mare's breed called Dianah 11 00
Nov. A fat ox 800

A sheep skin 1 5
A sheep skin 1 6

Feb. 6 qua old beans at £1 13s. Od. 9 18 0
1 str of worst light wheat 4 0
9 str of maslin at 6/6 2 18 6
1 str of maslin at 6/3 6 3
4 str of maslin at 6/3 150
2 qua of seed beans 280
10 qua of new beans at £1 5s. Od. 12 10 0 
Paid for :

August 16 stones of salt 120 
Ann Oswin for 2 days work at IQd

per day 1 8
Sept. | Ib of cotton 5

2 doz of buttons 2
7 Ibs of 6$<1 sugar 3 9$
7 Ibs of 5d sugar 2 11
Fat goos 1 8
Pail Brush 4
4 Ib Witening 4

Oct. A load of coals and loading 13 6
14 str of seed wheat at 6/10 4 15 8 
A black colt 1$ years'old with 4 white

legs a long star and snip on the face 11 10 0
4 str of oats at 2/3 9 0

Nov. 2 new coal scuttles 1 0
Joseph Needham for one day a fishing 3

Jan. A new shoe for Punch 5
2 ropes at 6<i 10
A Black lead Pencil 4
Leg of veal 14$ Ib at 4* 4 10
2 fat gees 5 6
5 Ib of Butter at 7$d 31$
1 Shoe set on Punch 1$
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£ s. d. 
Feb. 4 mares' covering and he gave a

quittance 220
March leg of veal 16 Ib at 3jd 4 8

A quart of linseed oil 1 0
William Gardiner, who was born in 1770, had friends in 

Rothley, and he gives some lively accounts of the doings there 
when he was a boy. "The mode of living at this time [circ. 1780]", 
he writes, "among the higher classes was simple and economic; 
......and, although meat was not more than two pence a pound,
and wheaten bread three farthings, few of the lower order tasted 
either, barley-bread being the common food of the people......An
important article of food were the vast flocks of pigeons : every 
farmer had his dove-cote, and immense quantities were brought 
to market every Saturday, and sold under the pigeon-tree, a tall, 
spreading sycamore, that stood near the top of the market 
place".81 In the society of the period a wag and a practical joker 
was admired. Such a one was "Lawrence Jee, usually called 
Lal Jee, a native of Leicester and of good family......He was a
sharp little man, with a touch of drollery in his face, a keen eye 
and a red nose, that at once bespoke his calling...... Lal was a
famous fisherman, and his companion in this sport was a fat 
alderman, of the name of Orton, of our noted corporation, whose 
talent for eating was a match for Lal's accomplishment in 
drinking. After having spent a long morning at Cossington 
Water, they returned to Rothley House in search of a dinner. 
The alderman was overjoyed at the sight of a large piece of beef 
at the fire, but was thrown into utter dismay on hearing that 
it was for a party of justices and parsons assembled" in the parlour. 
Lal, never behindhand, whispered to the alderman, 'We'll have 
it, sir, we'll have it"; and slyly placed himself upon the stairs, 
leaning over the bannisters in the dark passage that led to the 
parlour. Just as Mrs. Bywater, the landlady, was carrying the 
smoking sirloin, Lal, with his box af gentles, sprinkled a few of 
the lively creatures over the dish. Grace being said, the chair 
man, espying the wagtails sporting in the gravy, with great 
vehemence bawled out for Mrs. Bywater, 'What is this—what 
have you brought us here ? See ! the very maggots are crawling 
in the gravy'. 'Lord bless me !' cried Mrs. Bywater, 'how can this
BiWilliam Gardiner—Music and Friends, Vol. I, p. 91.
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be ?' 'Take it out', cried the disappointed parson, 'take it away 
instantly'. Astonished and confounded she returned with the 
beef. 'Oh! Mr. Jee, I'm ruined, I'm undone—a finer piece of 
beef—' 'Never mind, never mind, Mrs. By water', cried Lal, 
'we fishermen are not so nice; bring it this way, bring it this 
way'. In a snug little room, there sat the alderman, with his 
napkin stuck in the top buttonhole of his waistcoat, who roared 
out on seeing the beef, 'Oh, Lal, Lal, thou art a precious rogue; 
thou art a clever fellow; sit down caitiff, and call for a flagon of 
the best.' "82

After that, when these two went fishing, they took food with 
them, and the next time they came to Cossington they had a leg 
of pork ready to cook. They called at the House and enquired 
what they could have and were told that a leg of mutton had just 
been put on the fire to boil. Mr. Orton expressed his approval 
and remarked that he could eat anything but pork. When the 
landlady's back was turned Lal substituted their pork for her 
mutton, and she did not discover the change until the meat was 
served. When the alderman pointed it out to her, she was "quite 
flabbergasted" and called to her maid, "Betty, Betty, the leg of 
mutton, as I'm a sinner, has turned into a leg of pork. Lord 
help us! what will come next ? I do believe that Mr. Jee is 
the Old Gentleman himself".83

William Gardiner spent several months in Rothley during 
the summer of 1778, and during his visit he "helped", as little 
boys will, with the harvest and the harvest supper. The 
experience left a very vivid impression, which he recorded when 
he was more than eighty years old. "The day's toil over, we 
hastened home for the harvest supper. At the head of the board 
sat the worthy host, by whose side I was placed. Then came 
Will, Ralph, Joe and Jim, with their wives and helpers. Pre 
sently a shoulder of mutton, scorching hot, as the day had been, 
a plum pudding and a roasted goose were put on the table, when 
they soon fell to, each playing his part in good earnest. Among 
the guests was a Rothley lass, who had come from the squire's 
house, in town, to see her family and friends. She was so 
smartened up as to appear like a lady among these clowns; their 
awkward manners put her to the blush, and she would scarcely 
own her former friends. The gingered ale went merrily round.

., I, pp. 102, 103. 83/Wd., I, p. 104.
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Joe, who was a good singer, was called upon to entertain the 
company. Seeing them tippling a little too fast, he admonished 
them in the following song : —

Beware of swallowing too much ale; 
The more you drink 
The worse you think; 

Perchance your health and purse will fail: 
Beware of swallowing too much ale.

The jokes growing coarser as it grew late, I was taken to bed 
from a scene not to be imitated; but which was permitted to 
intrude upon the simple manners of a country life."84 It is 
hardly necessary to say that Mr. Gardiner was a townsman and 
a whig.

Some archdeacons' lists of the clergy of Leicestershire,85 
that are preserved in the general collection at the Leicester 
Museum Muniment Room, show that there was a very close 
relationship between the squire and the parson in Cossington 
during the latter part of the eighteenth century. We learn that 
the Rev. William Babington was rector of Cossington in 1772; he 
was also vicar of Rothley from 1770 to 1783. 86 In 1779 the Rev. 
Thomas Gisborne, M.A., was rector, and he had for his curate 
a Rev. William Babington. On 28th October, 1783, the Rev. 
Henry Woodcock, B.LL., was inducted to the living of Cos 
sington, which he held with that of Rothley until 1787. Mr. 
Woodcock was succeeded by tjie Rev. William Babington, B.A., 
who was still holding the rectory in 1799.

It was probably this Mr. William Babington who was sur 
veyor of the highways in Cossington from 1793 to 1798. It was 
unusual to hold office for so long; but Mr. Babington appears to 
have been responsible for some fairly substantial road works, 
one of which seems to have been the making of Platt Lane, that 
for several years cost more than the rates brought in. The high 
way book86* makes it clear that he advanced this difference; and 
his successors did not take office until the accounts showed a 
credit balance. He received from the previous surveyors the 
sum of £8 7s. 2jd.; and his first year's expenditure was as 
follows: —
84/btd., Ill, p. 46. 858 D 35/1-4.
**The Vicars of Rothley in Transactions of Leic. A.S., Vol. XII, pp. 125, 

126. 86*14 D 38.
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William Babington Surveyor of the Highways in the 
1793 Parish of Cossington £ s. d. 

October 19th Thomas Johnson 4 days 4 8
26 Do 6 days 7 0 

Do in lieu of Ale 5 days 1 8 
Wm Babington's 5 days Duty work 
N.B. 4 days carrying 48 loads of Gravel 
to the further part of the Rushey Platts & 
1 day carrying 11 loads to the end of 
Soar Bridge
In lieu of Ale to 2 men for Do 3 4 

Novr 2cL Wrn Babington 5 days Duty work
In lieu of Ale to 2 men for Do 34 
G. Freeman 1 day bearing Gravel 1 6 
S. James Do 1 6 
T. Johnson 6 days 7 0 
In lieu of Ale for Do 20

9th T. Johnson 6 days 7 0 
Do in lieu of Ale 1 day 4 
S. James 1 day letting wet off roads 1 4 
Do 3 days Hedging in Mill Leys, 
cleaving wood for stakes &c 60 
W. Babington 1 day Duty work 
In lieu of Ale for Do 8 

16th A Beesom 2j 
Wm Babington 1 days Duty work 
carrying wood from Turnwater to Mill Leys 
S. James 4 days Hedging against Mill Leys 8 0 
T. Johnson 6 days 7 0 

26th Paid Mr. T. Babington the following
Sums which he laid down for the Parish
2 men 2 days each letting water off
roads at Id 2s each pr day 4 8
A Wire Riddle 3 6
To Hughes and Main towards damage
done to a riddle of theirs 1 6
2 new handles for a riddle 1 9
Mr. Gregory for 100 notices of Duty work 2 0
James Rudkin 2 days repairing Bridge 5 0
James Rudkin's man 2 days 4 0
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£ S. d.
li Quarter of Lime for Do 53 
Newdham & Co. for 223 Loads of 
riddled Gravel at 7^d. pr Load 6 19 4i 

Novr 30 T. Johnson 1 week letting wet off
Roads &c 70 
G. Freeman 1 week at Mill Leys Ditch 10 0 
S. James Do Do 10 0 

Dec' 6th T. Johnson 5 days 5 10 
Wm Babington 1 days Duty work 
carrying Soil to the Bank against 
Mill Leys
Ale for Do 8 
G. Freeman 1 day at Ditch in Platts 1 8 
S. James 5 days Do & Bank against 
Mill Leys 8 4 
Wm. Sharpe Do Do Do 92

14th Do Do Do Do 92 
S. James Do Do 84 
T. Johnson 6 days letting wet off Roads 7 0 
Wm. Babington li day Duty work 
carrying Soil to the Bank against 
Mill Leys 
Ale for Do 10

21 Wm Babington 1 day Duty work 
carrying Soil to Mill Leys Bank 
Ale for Do 8 
S. James 5 days at Ditch in the 
Platts & Mill Leys Bank 8 4 
T. Johnson 5 days letting wet &c off Roads 5 10 
Wm. Sharp 5 days at Platt Ditch & 
Mill Leys Bank 9 2 
G. Freeman 3 days Do Do 56

28 T. Johnson 5 days letting wet off 
1794 Roads etc 5 10 

January 1st T. Johnson 1$ days Do. 19
11 Wm. Sharp 1 day at Ditch in Platts

2 days serving Suffers in Platts 4 10
G. Freeman 1 day at Ditch in Platts 1 10

18th Wm. Sharp 6 days serving Suffers 9 0
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£ S. d. 
20th John Daft for 5 Acres and 10 Yards of

Thorns for the Sough in the Platts 1 6 0
John Goude 15 days Duty work
carrying 24 Tons of Stones from
Mountsorrel and 3 loads of Thorns
from Do for the Sough in the Platts
Henry Goude 4| days Duty work
carrying 9 tons of Stones Do Do
T. King 6 day Do carrying 12 Tons Do
Wm. Hulse 2£ days Do 5 Do Do 

21st Mr. Place for 50 Tons of Stones for the
Slough in the Platts at is 3<1 pr Ton 326
Mr. Watson 5 men 12 days each &
1 man 4 days at the Sough in the Platts 5 17 4 

25 Wm. Sharp 2 days at the Sough in the
Platts 3 0 

March 12th Mr. Fisher what he paid for 2 Loads
of Stones 6 0
N.B. See last year's accounts May 3d 

29 Wm. Sharp 1 day for putting in Ruts 1 6 
April 5th G. Freeman J day repairing the Bank

against the Mill Leys 9
W. Sharp 2 days letting the wet off
the Roads 3 0
Mr. Coulman's bill for work at the
Drains in the Gravel Pit 1 19 11 

19th S. James 1 day repairing the Mill Leys
bank 1 6 

May 3^ Mr. John Goude's men in lieu of Ale
for 15 days duty work performed in
January last 5 0
Thos Walker for work done in 1792 84
Wm. Sharp 1 week levelling Roads 9 0 

10 S. James 1 day uncovering Gravel 1 6
W. Sharp 4 days Do 60
W. Spencer 1 week Do 90 

16 Mr. Baguley 6 days Duty work for 1794
Ale for Do 40 

19th S. James 1 week forming abutments 9 0
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£ S. d.
W. Sharp 5 days bearing Gravel 7 6 
T. Spencer 4 days Do 60 
T. Hall 6 days Do 90 
G. Pole 7 days spreading Gravel 7 0 
John Simpson 3 days forming abutments 4 6 
G. Freeman 2 days Do & bearing Gravel 3 0 
Mr. W. Babington 4 days Duty work 
Ale for Do 1 4 
30 Ot of Slates for Soughs 4 6 
5i tuns of building Stones 8 3 
3 tuns of soughing Do 3 9 

21 Mr. Hudson's 6 days Duty work 
for 1794 
Ale for Do 40

23 John Simpson 5 days forming
abutments &c 76

24 G. Pole 1 week spreading Gravel &c 70 
T. Johnson of Segrave 3 days forming 
abutments &c 46 
S. James 2 days bearing Gravel 3 0 
T. Hall 5 days Do 76 
G. Freeman 5 days Do & forming 
abutments 7 6 
Wm. Babington 1 days Duty work 
Ale for Do 8

26 Mr. King 6 days Duty work
Ale for Do & for 6 days in January 8 0

27 Mr. F. Goude 12 days duty work for 
next year
Ale for Do 80 
T. Johnson of Segrave 2 days bearing 
Gravel 3 0 
Mr. H. Goude 8 days Duty work 
N.B. he has done k days Duty for next year 

31st G. Pole 1 week spreading Gravel 7 0 
W. Collins 1 week levelling Roads 9 0 
T. Collins 5 days Do 76 
T. Spencer 1 day baring Gravel 1 6 
G. Freeman 1 day forming abutments 1 6
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£ S. d.
Wm. Babington 4 days duty work 
Ale for Do 28 
Mr. Hulse 5 days duty work 
N.B. he has done l£ day duty for next 
year 

June 6th In lieu of Ale for Mr. H. Goude's duty
work this year 6 4 
Mr. Fisher 4^ days duty work 

7 T. Hall 9 days spreading Gravel & forming
abutments 13 6
Do overwork 6 days Do 1 0
S. James 2 days & overwork baring gravel 3 8
Wm. Collins 1 day & overwork bearing Gravel 1 10
W. Babington 1 day's Duty work
Ale for Do 8

14 Thos Hall 2 days 3 4
Wm. Collins Do 34

21 T. Hall 4 days 6 8
Wm. Collins \\ days 7 1
Thos Collins Do 71

28 Thos Hall 6 days 10 0
Wm. Collins 4f days 7 11
Thos Collins 2 days 3 4

July 5th Thos Hall 1 day 18
August 30th Thos Draycotts bill due this day 184

Septr 17 Mr. Fisher's men for 4| days duty
work see June 6th, 1794 30 

19 Mr. Hulse's men in lieu of Ale for 1\ 
days Duty work see January 20th & 
May 3lst 1794 5 0 

October llth S. James 3 days letting wet off Roads 4 6 
Thos Walker's bill due this day 180

£49 5 11 
17 Ocf 1794

Sworn before me
H. Woodcock

Carried on 49 5 11 
October 17th Fees at the Justice's meeting 4 0
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£ S. d.
T. Draycotts bill for the year 1791 1 2 0

Do for 1792 7 6

£50 19 5

Reed of Mr. Fisher the last Surveyor 8 7 2
Composition for 1793 111
Levy for 1793 1 1 1
Levy for 1794 28 2 8
Composition for 1794 7 17 2

Total Receipts £46 9 3

Balance due to Wm. Babington £4 10 2
These accounts allowed by us 

J. Fisher 
G. Doubleday

During the next financial year Mr. Babington spent £45 7s. 5d., 
and in October, 1795, there was a deficit on the two years of £15 
8s. 2d. By the 15th October, 1796, the deficit had been reduced to 
£5 9s. 7id., and five rate-payers, F. Goude, Thos. King, John 
Fisher, J. Goude, J. Baguley and J. Kirk, allowed the accounts. 
The year ending 13th October, 1797, the sum of £40 4s. Hid. 
was spent on the highways and the deficit was further reduced 
by about thirty shillings. During his last year of office Mr. 
Babington expended £35 18s. 9d. and paid over to his successors 
the sum of £2 4s. l$d.

It is interesting to compare various items in these accounts 
with the figures published in 1794 by Mr. John Monk in his 
pamphlet entitled Agriculture in the County of Leicester.

Wages. A servant man earns £6 to £12 per year, a lad £3 
to £5, and a dairy-maid £3 10s. Od. to £5. Labourers get 
from I/- to 1/6 a day with their board in harvest and the 
carriage of a load of coals worth 14/- to 21 /-; the rest of the 
year they have 1 /- to 1 /6 with beer. Women in harvest earn 
8d. a day and their board; the hours are 6 to 6 in summer 
and 7 to 5 in winter with two hours a day for meals. A 
great deal of labour is done by the piece or, as they call it,
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by the great; by the piece a good labourer expects to earn 
in harvest a guinea a week, and in winter 15/-. Reaping 
costs from 7/- to 10/- per acre; mowing grass or barley costs 
2/- to 2/6 per acre. Thrashing wheat costs I/- per bag (of 
three strike) with beer, barley 1/4 to 2/- with beer, oats 
lOd. to I/- with beer. There was a scarcity of labour 
owing to canal building.
Implements. Wagons, 14 ft. long, with fore wheels 4 ft. 
9 or 10 ins. in height, cost £30 to £40; carts, which are also 
large and heavy, cost £8 to £12. Winnowing machines, that 
are made by Mr. Cort, ironmonger of Leicester, are used 
by a few and highly commended. They cost £9 9s. Od., 
and will winnow 40 quarters of corn per day with only four 
people to attend them. Mr. Cort also makes a chaff-cutter 
that answers the purpose extremely well, but it is too dear 
for general use, as it costs £10 10s. Od. These two instru 
ments are similar to Mr. Winlaw's. The Rev. Mr. Babing 
ton87 has a Winlaw which cost £18 including packing and 
carriage. Mr. Cort sells spring teeth rakes at 16/- each. 
They are in high repute; one person will do more with this 
rake than four with the common wood rake. By the lower 
class of people they are called hell-raikes. Many have 
attempted to make these rakes; but they are far inferior 
to those sold by Mr. Cort. The teeth screw in and are 
fastened with screw-nuts. Mr. Cort is a young man, just 
entered into business and is very highly spoken of......and
he will be particularly useful in bringing forward any new 
implements in husbandry, that may be used in the county, 
at a moderate price. Mr. Hanford of Hathern also makes 
farm implements. Milk Slates made by Mr. Hind of Swith- 
land are a new invention. They cost 2/4 a foot, under 3 ft. 
long, and 2/6 a ft. over 3 ft. long. Each foot holds about a 
gallon.
Horses are chiefly used—three, four, five or six to the 
plough—all in length. Mr. Norton (a Catholic priest) cal 
culated that there were 150 horses of all kinds in every 
parish and that they cost from £12 to 15 a year each to keep. 
Cattle are chiefly the long-horned variety. It was difficult

871 have only traced one Mr. Babington in holy orders and living in the 
county at this time; he was the Rev. William, rector of Cossington.
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to estimate their price, but dairy cows cost from £10 to 
£15, but, with a bit of blood, from £20 to £200. Dairies 
run from 12 to 24 cows, seldom more. They make a great 
deal of two meal cheese which sells from 42/- to 45/- the 
long hundred (112 Ibs.). Whey-butter is also made; it sells 
for 9d. per pound when other butter makes lOd. or lid. 
Eighteen cows will make about 16 Ibs. of whey butter a 
week.88 A cow requires 2| acres of good land to keep her 
the year round, and they reckon the expence from £6 to 
£7......A good cow will produce about £9 to £10 per
annum.
Wool. The fleeces of three or four wethers go to the tod
of 28 Ibs; ewes rather more to the tod.
The average produce per acre (in bushels)

Oats Wheat Barley
Best management 50 30 40 
2nd rate ,, 40 25 35 
3rd rate ,, 30 20 26

These notes go some way towards showing that forty pounds a
year and duty-work was no small sum for the people of Cossington
to spend on their roads.

We may conclude our account of Cossington in the eighteenth
century with a rent roll for the year-1791, 89 which is also the last
of our documents : —

A. R. P.
John Hudson paid £117 12s. Od.
Woulds Closes (without plantations) 71 0 10 
Ranklands 40 3 34 
White Closes (without plantations) 38 3 8 
House and Buildings 
John Goude paid £229 15s. 6d.
Meadows etc 48 2 8 
Ash Closes and Ferrimans Closes 60 0 0 
Sunhills and Cherry Orchard 37 3 22 
Clarkes Closes 35 0 0 
Townsend Closes 26 0 0 
House and Garden

88Cf. "Bring them together again", a saying used when eating butter
with cheese. It sometimes implies that the cheese was made from
skim-milk. 892 D 31/XVII/7.
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Francis Goud9 paid £145 4s. Od.
gambles 61 2 27
Townsend Closes 25 2 32
Small Fields 13 0 28
Meadows 20 1 21
House and Buildings
John Baguley paid £108 18s. Od.
Ryefield Closes 42 0 0
Meadows 34 3 0
House and Buildings
Robert Symonds paid £14 14s. Od.
Meadows 725
House and Homestead
Benjamin Glover paid £1 Os. Od.
House and Garden
George Watts paid £1 4s. Od.
House, Garden and Homestead
Joshua Drake paid £76 6s. 6d.
Mill Closes 822
Gaultry 911
House and Paper Mill

The total rent roll, excluding some land of Mr. Babington's 
worth £137 8s. 4d., was made up by various odds and ends to 
the sum of £719 15s. lljd.

(To be concluded)






