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The Church of St. Botolph 
Shepshed

The development of the church of St. Botolph, Shepshed, 
which stands on a hill east of the centre of the modern manu 
facturing town, pursues an opposite course to that of the church 
of Whitwick. While the latter was built in the fourteenth cen 
tury by a process which began near the east end of the building 
and probably terminated with the construction of the west tower, 
the tower and spire at Shepshed are the oldest portions of a church 
which for the most part was rebuilt in the fifteenth century. The 
quoins of an aisleless nave remain at the north-east angle of the 
present nave and at the angles on either side of the tower, which 
was built about the end of the twelfth century. The south-west 
quoins, however, are partly covered by a later buttress. The 
nave appears to have been aisled in the fourteenth century, but 
the arcades and the chancel were rebuilt later, when the aisles 
were probably widened.

The church consists of a chancel, nave of three bays with 
north and south aisles and north porch, and west tower with 
broach spire. The chancel, divided from the nave by an acutely 
pointed arch with two continuously chamfered orders, is entirely 
of the fifteenth century, with windows of good perpendicular 
design. The east window, of five lights, has been partially 
blocked by two of the Phillipps monuments, which have en 
croached upon the end light on either side. These monuments, 
which cover the walls of the chancel, especially on the north side, 
form an interesting series from the point of view of architectural 
design. There is a trefoiled piscina in the south wall, with a 
chamfered outer arch: the sedilia west of this have a modern 
trefoiled canopy of segmental shape, for which the sill of the 
window above has been raised. The chancel roof is modern.

The arches of the nave are of two orders: the piers consist 
of clusters of four half-octagon shafts, with coarsely carved 
capitals. The clerestory has the original two-light openings with 
dropped rear arches, but the windows were mutilated in the later 
part of the eighteenth century, when round heads were substi-
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tuted for the earlier ones. The roof of the nave is mostly con 
temporary with the rest of the work: two figures of angels, 
holding what seem to be mitres, remain on the wall-pieces. On 
one of the beams is the inscription : CHURCH RENOVATED 
1912. D.C.C. VICAR, H.F., J.A.W. WARDENS. The west 
end of the nave is blocked by a roomy gallery, erected in the later 
part of the eighteenth century, which is returned into the west 
part of each aisle.

The north aisle, which has diagonal buttresses at the external 
angles, has undergone alteration at more than one period. The 
east and west windows are late insertions made in the sixteenth 
century, and the tracery of the other window has been 
modernised, but their outer masonry is apparently of the fifteenth 
century, with some earlier work. This aisle, however, has a fine 
timber roof with traceried spandrels, and the stone corbels beneath 
the trusses are carved with some spirit. One of them, near the 
west end, is a sheep's head, and may possibly convey a pun 
ning allusion to the name of the place. The porch is modern.

The south aisle suffered in the eighteenth century, when a 
round-headed opening with a brick-arch was inserted to light the 
gallery. The windows have modern tracery, and a modern vestry 
has been added on this side. The roof of the aisle is partly old, 
but later and plainer than that of the north aisle. Here, how 
ever, a trefoiled piscina with a double bowl in the south aisle 
remains from an earlier period, and is clearly of the beginning 
of the fourteenth century, when, as already stated, the nave was 
probably aisled for the first time.

The arch between the nave and tower is pointed and cham 
fered. Its angle^shafts have been cut away to make room for 
pews, but their capitals, uncarved and with square abaci, are 
left. The tower is low and very massive, with flat pilaster but 
tresses clasping the west angles. In the west face is a lancet 
window, with a short buttress beneath: there is another lancet 
in the north face, with a modern doorway below. In the second 
stage there is a lancet in each of the three outer faces. Each of the 
windows of the belfry stage consists of coupled lancets beneath 
a round enclosing arch. The east face of the belfry is nearly 
covered by the clerestory of the nave, which dwarfs the low and 
sturdy tower. It seems reasonable to attribute the tower to a
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period shortly »bef ore 1200, which is clearly suggested by the 
details. The low spire with angle broaches rises above a corbel 
table of a type common throughout the county, and was probably 
added in the thirteenth century. There are two rows of spire- 
lights, the lower double with mullions forking in the heads, the 
upper single.

There are some good fifteenth-century bench-ends in the 
nave, and the vestry contains some handsome Elizabethan wood 
work, which belonged to the old pulpit. The east window of the 
south aisle has1 been filled with some good modern painted glass.

Omitted from the Barrow Appendix 
See page 152, line 27

Hastings' MSS.
This indenture made between John, viscount Beaumont, on 

one part, and Sir Thomas Erdyngton, knight, on the other part, 
witnesses that the said viscount has granted by this indenture 
that the said Sir Thomas shall have, as parcel of his manor of 
Barrow on Sore, the water of Sore between Barowbrygge and Thorp 
dike and all the parties in the waste called Basset parte, Erdyngton 
parte and Sully parte, except the parcels of the Sully parte that. 
John Fauconer, sometime lord of Thurcaston, gave to Sir Hugh' 
Spencer, sometime lord of I/oughborough, and that the said parties 
in the said Waste, except the before excepted, and the bounds of 
them after the old writings of the same bounds shall be seen and 
diligently examined by indifferent persons to be chosen by the said 
viscount and the said Thomas and other old men that know the same 
bounds, and that then it shall be lawful for the same Sir Thomas 
to enter into the said parties in the Waste, except as before ex 
cepted, and to hold and enjoy them as parcel of his said manor of 
Barrow on Sore for evermore, and this bounding to be done before 
the feast of St. Michael the archangel next coming. In witness 
of which, etc. Dated 22 July, 22 Henry VI, 1444.

This indenture made at Beaumanor on 16 March, 22 Henry VI, 
1444, witnesses the agreement made between John, viscount Beau 
mont, of one part, and Sir Thomas Erdyngton, knight, of the other 
part that the said Sir Thomas has granted and by this indenture 
promised to make to the said viscount, or other persons named by 
the said viscount to his use, after the decease of the said Sir Thomas 
and Dame Joyce his wife (if the said Thomas die without issue of 
his body lawfully begotten) sure and lawful estate in the reversion 
of the manor of Barrow on Sore with all appurtenances thereof, 
between this date and the feast of Pentecost next coming after the 
dale of this present indenture by the Counsel of the said viscount 
and of the said Thomas, in case there be Licence sued of the king 
for the alienation of the said reversion. For which reversion the
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said viscount shall pay unto the said Thomas 1000 marks, that is 
to say, between this and the feast of St. Michael next ensuing 200 
marks, at Christmas, A.D. 1450, £200, and at Christmas next fol 
lowing 100 marks and so on from year to year at Christmas 100 
marks unto the time the said sum of 1000 marks may be fully paid 
and satisfied. And the said viscount will and promiseth by this 
indenture to the said Thomas that he shall have and enjoy all the 
parcels in the Waste belonging to the manor of Barrow so found 
by the Counsel of the viscount and of the said Thomas without any 
interruption of the said viscount. And also the said Thomas 
granteth by this indenture that the said viscount be made safe to 
have repayment of all the sums of money which the said Thomas 
or any other person in his name shall have received of the said 
viscount for the said reversion of the said manor of Barrow in case 
God fortune the said Thomas to have issue of his body lawfully 
begotten. In witness of which, etc.
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