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NOTES ON THE MANOR OF RAGDALE

By George F Farnham, M.A., F.S.A.

Ragdale is a small village in the hundred of East Goscote, 
12 miles north-east from Leicester and 6 miles west from Melton 
Mowbray. The area is 1415 acres and the population in 1911 
was 92.

The interest of Ragdale is centred in its medieval manor 
house, now called the Old Hall, a brick and timber-framed 
building, with stone quoins and mullions, beautifully mellowed 
with age, standing half-way down the southern slope of the 
ridge which runs from Six Hills to Wartnaby, and overlooking 
the little village and the valley of the river Wreake. The lane 
which leads to the village skirts the hall at its west end; if ever 
there was a park surrounding the hall all traces of it have 
vanished, and the hall itself has long been divided into two 
houses, of which the eastern is used as a farm house, while the 
western is now derelict. The little church with its graceful 
cross stands hard by the hall on its eastern side, the whole com 
bining to form a picture of great beauty, which has been 
described in detail further on.

The families who have been the owners of the manor and 
hall are no less interesting than the venerable building itself, 
but their importance in the local history of Ragdale is lessened 
by the fact that they were non-resident, or only very occasionally 
resident, until the 17th century, when Sir Henry Shirley made 
his additions and alterations to the timber-framed building which 
up to then had served as the manor house. The Shirley family 
obtained the manor of Ragdale from the Bassets of Drayton by 
the death without issue of Ralph Basset, the last of the Drayton 
branch of the Basset family, on 10 May, 1390. By his will 
Ralph Basset devised his estates to his nephew Hugh Shirley, 
the son of his sister Isabel by her marriage with Sir Thomas 
Shirley, knight.

Hugh Shirley was killed at the battle of Shrewsbury on 
20 July, 1403. By his wife Beatrice, sister and heir of Sir John 
de Braose, kt, of Wiston, Sussex, he left a son Ralph Shirley,
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aged 12 in 1403, the progenitor of Sir Henry Shirley, bart., 
(born in 1558,*died on 8 Feb., 1632/3) who spent the last years 
of his life, we are told, in building the greater portion of the 
present Old Hall of Ragdale.

Sir Henry Shirley had married on 1 August, 1616, Dorothy, 
youngest daughter of Robert Devereux, 2nd earl of Essex, and the 
arms of Shirley impaling Devereux may still be seen in several of 
the rooms at the eastern end of the Hall.

As is usually the case when a village had neither a lord of 
the manor or large landowner resident, Ragdale is rarely men 
tioned in the Plea Rolls, and has very little recorded history. 
At the time of the Domesday Survey, about 1086, Robert de 
Buci possessed the manor of Ragendale (Ragdale) under whom 
6 carucates (roughly 700 acres) of land were held by a certain 
Hugh. In king Edward (the Confessor's) time 6 ploughs were 
there. In demesne there is one plough and 4 sochmen have 
another. There were 30 acres of meadow. It was worth 16 
pence; now it is worth 20s.

The same Hugh holds 2 carucates of land in Wilges (a hamlet 
of Ragdale usually called Willowes, now depopulated). It is 
waste, and nevertheless it is worth 12 pence.

By the time of the Leicestershire Survey (1124-1129) the 
manor of Ragdale (unless the entry is an error) had passed into 
the fee of Mowbray, unlike the bulk of the Buci Domesday 
holding, which passed to Richard Basset. " Hundred of Thrus- 
sington. In Rachedal (Ragdale) 6 carucates of the fee of 
Mowbray. In Wilges 2 carucates of the same fee."

N.B.—Nichols, in his History iii, p. 385, gives a different 
account altogether. He says that Ragdale was given by William 
the Conqueror to Hugh, earl of Chester, who gave it in marriage 
with Geva, his daughter, to Geoffrey Ridell, from whom it 
passed, with Maud, their daughter and heiress, to Richard 
Basset (justice of England under Stephen), who, by her had 
issue a son Geoffrey, who took his mother's surname of Ridell 
in lieu of Basset. Unfortunately Nichols gives no authority for 
his statement, and, although it wouldl explain how Ragdale came 
into the possession of the Bassets, it is demonstrably incorrect 
in assigning Ragdale to Hugh, earl of Chester, instead of Robert 
de Buci.
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Whether the entry in the Leicestershire Survey as to 
Ragdale is correct or not, it is certain that Ragdale was in the 
possession of the Bassets of Dray ton in the 12th century, for in 
the Assize Roll 1193, 46/7 Henry III, 1262, is the following: 
" The assize came to recognise who presented last to the church 
of Raggedale, which is void, which advowson Ralph Basset of 
Drayton demands as his right against Beatrice de Colevill and the 
prior of Kanwall; whence Ralph says that a certain Ralph 
Basset, his grandfather (died in 1211), whose heir he is, presented 
temp. Henry II, i.e., not later than the year 1189, a certain 
Richard, his clerk, who was admitted and instituted, and died the 
last parson in the same. Beatrice admitted the presentation of the 
said Richard, but said that it pertained to her to present to the 
said church now, because the said Ralph, after the death of Ralph 
Basset, his father, formerly the husband of the said Beatrice, 
assigned to her the manor of Raggedale with appurtenances, 
including the advowson of the church there, as part of her dower. 
Afterwards Beatrice did not press her suit, so Ralph recovered 
the presentation."

In a fine levied on the octaves of the Nativity of St. Mary, 
5 Henry III, 1221, Ralph Basset of Drayton was defendant 
against Roger son of Ralph in a plea of covenant concerning a 
virgate of land in Wilges (Willowes) which Roger claimed 
against Alice Basset, the grandmother of Ralph Basset. And in 
the Book of Fees, part ii, p. 948, Ralph Basset of Drayton was 
lord of the manor of Ragdale in 1242/3, holding half a fee there 
of Ralph Basset of Weldon.

The manor of Ragdale remained one of the possessions of 
the Bassets of Drayton until the year 1390, when, after a certain 
amount of litigation, it passed to the Shirley family, and remained 
with them until Robert, 7th earl Ferrers, who died on 2 May, 
1827, bequeathed it to Caroline Shirley, who married on 17 Sept., 
1837, Don Lorenzo Sforza, duke of Sforza Cesarini. The manor 
was sold in 1907 to Colonel Cantrell Hubbersty, the father of the 
present owner.

Stemmata Shirleiana, or the annals of the Shirley family, 
was published in 1841. This work gives a full account, with many 
pedigrees, of the different branches of the Shirley family from 
Domesday to the year of publication.
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THE OLD HALL

By A. Hamilton Thompson, M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A.

The nucleus of the Old Hall at Ragdale was a timber-framed 
house, the hall of which, partitioned into rooms and divided into 
an upper and lower storey, still occupies the middle part of the 
existing building. To the east of this there was the usual block, 
containing the great chamber as its principal room; and there was 
probably a western building, containing the kitchen and other 
offices. Between 1629 and 1631 the house was greatly enlarged. 
The west block was removed, and its place was taken by a brick 
building with a transverse block, projecting north and south at 
its west end. The hall was retained, a porch being added at the 
south end of the screens. East of the hall, a new transverse 
block was constructed, with an eastward extension; but the wbrk 
on this side was much less thorough than on the other, and the 
extension, which is timber-framed with brick filling, seems to be 
part of an earlier enlargement of the house.

The effect of the work of 1629-31 was to give the building 
symmetry of plan in accordance with the general fashion of the 
day. Apart from the eastward excrescence, the plan of the main 
building is of the H shape which is a variation of the E plan often 
found in houses of the later Tudor and the Stuart periods. The porch 
is set midway between the southward projections of the two trans 
verse wings, and each of these is furnished with a large bay- 
window, semi-decagonal on plan, which is continued on the upper 
floor. The northward projections of the wings are uneven, that 
of the west wing being much the larger of the two. In elevation, 
the symmetry disappears. The west building rises higher than 
the older part to the east, and the transverse wing and the block 
between it and the porch terminate in a pair of gables facing south. 
The porch ends in a lower gable : the roof of the hall runs from 
east to west, and the south gable of the east wing rises little above 
it, the low level of the main roof being continued to the east end 
of the building. The difference between the two ends is accen-
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tuated by the present division of the east part of the house from 
the west, which is now untenanted and in a ruinous condition. 
The partition has been formed by cutting off the west bay of the 
hall, corresponding to the former screens, so that the porch gives 
access only to the west building, and the entrance to the dwelling- 
house is through a small porch built to the east of the old one. 
A further difference is noticeable between the singularly imposing 
elevation of the west side of the house next the road and the 
modest treatment of the east side.

A careful comparison of the two sides of the house bears out 
the conclusions already suggested. The old timber-framed manor- 
house, probably of the early part of the sixteenth century, was 
lengthened eastward in the course of the same century. In 1629 
this building was further enlarged by the reconstruction of the 
great chamber block and by further additions in brick, while 
simultaneously an entirely new west block was built. The 
intention may have been to rebuild the east part of the house on a 
similar plan, but, if this was the case, the idea was soon abandoned, 
and the symmetrical treatment which would have been the result 
was confined to the disposition of the porch and the southward 
projections of the wings on plan.

The east part of the house has suffered much internal altera 
tion by division into modern rooms. The hall, as already stated, 
has been divided into two storeys, and most of the east part of 
the ground-floor has been partitioned off to form a room, with a 
passage along the north side. At the east end of this passage a 
doorway, with a depressed arch and wide inner splay, leads into 
the east wing. The south part of this wing is occupied by a large 
room, entered through a lobby formed in its north-east corner. 
This apartment, which formed the great chamber or withdrawing- 
room of the house after 1631, is panelled throughout, the panels, 
as is usual in work of the date, being moulded on three sides, 
while the lower edges are left with a plain chamfer. On the 
south side the room is lighted by a five-sided bay-window, with 
two lights, divided by a mullion, in each face : the mullions are 
rounded externally, with broad fillets on the rounds. In the west 
wall is a very fine fireplace with splayed sides and an elaborately 
coloured mantelpiece with pilastered jambs. The overmantel
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bears the date A.D. 1631, and is ornamented by a large shield with 
the following achievements : —

Quarterly : 1, Paly or and azure, a quarter ermine; 2, Azure, 
semee of crosses crosslet or, a lion of the second crowned and 
langued gules; 3, Gules, two bendlets or and azure; 4, Gules, five 
fusils conjoined or. Impaling Quarterly : 1, Argent, a fess gules, 
in chief three torteaux; 2, Argent, a cross engrailed gules between 
three water-budgets azure; 3, France and England quarterly, with 
a bordure argent; 4, Azure, a bend argent cotised or, between 
six lioncels of the last. Crests : a Saracen's head; a talbot's head 
ducally gorged. Motto : AETERNA PRAEPONO CADUCIS.

The pilasters and the architectural ornament generally have 
the bastard Renaissance detail characteristic of English work of 
the period. From the north wall of the room projects a handsome 
half-octagon cupboard of the same date, with arch panelling and 
pilasters ending in cherubs' heads.

The corresponding room above, in which the bay-window is 
continued, is also panelled, and has a good fireplace. Apart from 
these rooms, the only other feature in this part of the house which 
requires mention is the large fireplace and chimney-stack at the 
east end. As has been said, the eastward extension is of timber 
framing filled with brick. The fireplace is a brick addition : the 
external projection rises from the ground without off-sets to the 
east gable, and ends in three shafts with zigzagging sides, which 
are finished off with a row of straight-edged courses projecting 
one above another and a straight-sided hollow beneath the coping.

On the deep parapet of the bay in the south front is a stone 
panel, with a quarterly shield within a strap-work frame, and the 
initals C. S. and the date 1629. This probably marks the com 
pletion of the later work, but, as the date above the fireplace of 
the great chamber shows, the furnishing was not finished until 
two years after.

The porch and the west building are obviously of the same 
date. As previously noted, the porch is an addition to the west 
bay of the oldl hall. It is of two storeys. In the lower is a door 
way with a round arch, and a pair of Tuscan Doric columns in 
front of each jamb. The arch has a doublej ogee moulding. The 
entablature of the columns is continued over the doorway, and
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above it there is a large shield with many quarterings, now much 
defaced, which is flanked by pilasters terminating in tall obelisks 
above the entablature which divides the two storeys. The upper 
storey is lighted by a rectangular mullioned window of six lights 
with a transom; and above this again is a small gable, with kneelers 
projecting at the ends, and with a small two-light window.

The inner doorway of the porch has a round arch of two 
orders, the outer moulded with a half-round, the inner with an 
ogee. This leads into a vestibule corresponding to the former 
screens of the hall, but now separated by a partition from the 
inhabited part of the building. In the wall west of the vestibule 
are two doorways with mouldings very similar to those of the 
entrance arch. The southern doorway is now blocked, 
owing to the insertion of a fireplace in the adjoining 
room, apparently as an after-thought, which impinged upon 
the north side of the opening. The northern, with an 
inner splay, leads into a skewed passage, with a stair 
on the north side, beyond which the passage continues 
straight to the entrance of the transverse wing, and is lighted by 
a three-light mullioned window in the north wall. South of the 
passage there are now two rooms. The smaller, to the east, has 
a two-light window in the south wall, and in the west wall is a 
fireplace, to afford room for which the second doorway from the < 
vestibule was blocked, as already described. Owing to the 
skewing of the adjoining passage, the north wall of the room is on 
a slant. The western and much larger room is entered from the 
straight passage near its north-east corner, and has a three-light 
window in the west part of the south wall. The present arrange 
ment of this block, with the passage and stair, seems to be not 
earlier that the eighteenth century. Originally, there was 
probably one large room on the ground-floor, with two entries 
irom the vestibule, corresponding to the doorways opposite by 
which the old hall would have been entered from the screens; but 
the position of the northern doorway indicates either that it was 
made after the southern had been blocked by the fireplace, or that 
it was moved southwards when the stair was inserted. The first 
of these suppositions is the more likely, as the fireplace is part of 
the seventeenth-century work.

The stair from the passage, now dismantled, ascends eastward
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and winds to a landing on the west side of the wall between this 
block and the vestibule. The original approach to the upper floor 
was from the landing of the staircase in the transverse wing. This 
floor was partitioned later, like the floor below, into two rooms 
with a passage on the north. Beyond these is the room above the 
vestibule, with an original fireplace in the west wall. The east 
side of this room is timber-framed, and formed the upper part of 
the partition between the screens and the hall: there is a doorway 
in it, communicating with the upper floor of the rest of the house. 
A doorway in the south wall opens into the room above the porch, 
in the west wall of which is an original fireplace. The flues of 
this and of the two other fireplaces in the adjoining wall are 
carried up to a triple chimney-stack which rises prominently 
above this end of the building.

The transverse wing at the west end of the house, owing to 
the steep descent of the ground on this side, has a large basement, 
which, with the main and upper floors, is divided by cross-walls 
into three unequal parts, the south part being the largest. The 
middle division contains the great staircase, which rose in broad 
flights round a narrow oblong well from the basement to the gar 
rets above the upper floor.. It is now ruinous, and the uppermost 
flights have entirely gone : the details were extremely plain. The 
main floor is entered from the adjoining block by the doorway at 
the end of the passage from the vestibule, opposite the staircase. 
A doorway opens immediately on the left hand into the great 
south chamber, the floor of which is now gone. Opposite this, 
in the cross-wall on the other side of the staircase, is the doorway 
of the north chamber, which is square on plan. The south 
chamber, which at a later part was divided into a number of rooms 
of unequal size and irregular shape, was lighted by a five-sided 
bay window in the south wall, the lowest stage of which, with 
smaller openings, lighted the kitchen below. In the west wall 
is a large fireplace with a broad segmental arch, the middle of 
which was blocked by the chimney of the kitchen fireplace below, 
dividing it into two deep recesses. The kitchen fireplace is open 
beneath a similar arch. Near the wall on the east side of the 
kitchen is a well.

The north chamber, which keeps its floor, was lighted by a 
four-light window in the north wall, and a three-light window in
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the east wall. The latter was blocked about the end of the 
eighteenth century, when the room was repanelled and a shelved 
cupboard was inserted in this wall. At the" same time the large 
fireplace in the west wall of the room was converted into an ingle- 
nook, and a small window was pierced at its south end, a small 
fireplace being inserted in the back wall. A good corner cupboard 
contemporary with these alterations remains in the north-east 
angle of the room. The corresponding room in the basement has 
an original fireplace in the west wall, beneath that in the room 
above.

The same disposition of rooms remains upon the upper floor. 
Here the south room is lighted by the upper stage of the bay 
window, as in the wing at the other end of the house, and the old 
fireplace is in the west wall, with a later one inserted in the recess. 
The north room, like the one below, is lighted from the north wall, 
and the fireplace again is in the west wall. This room was re 
furnished about 1700, when the stone fireplace was cased with 
wood, with a prominent bolection moulding round the opening, 
and a panel for a picture at the back of the mantelpiece.

On the east side of the landing on this floor, there are two 
doorways. The southern leads into the upper floor of the 
adjoining block, already described, while the other opens into a 
small block built in the angle between this block and the west 
wing. The date at which this was added is uncertain : it contains 
a winding back stair with a lobby and outer doorway at the level 
of the main floor, from which the stair is continued by stone steps 
into the basement. The garrets can be reached with some difficulty 
from the top of this stair, but contain nothing worthy of remark. 
It may be noted that the basement of the west wing communicates 
with cellars underneath the adjacent block.

The use of the rooms in this part of the house is uncertain, 
but the great room above the kitchen was probably the dining- 
room, and the north room on the same floor may have been used 
as a library.

In concluding the description of this beautiful and interesting 
house, we may notice what is perhaps its finest external feature, 
the west elevation, as seen from the adjoining road. The wall at 
the back of the staircase, pierced by three-light windows at the
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level of the firgl and second floors, and an intermediate two-light 
window, now blocked, is recessed between the two huge chimneys, 
which end in lofty stacks above the gables. The design is ex 
tremely simple, but, as an imposing mass of brickwork, carrying 
out the purpose of the building without any attempt to mask its 
internal arrangement, its architectural excellence is seen at a 
glance. All this work, and, indeed, the structure of the house as 
a whole, is in good condition; but the dismantled and ruinous 
condition of the interior calls for careful and conservative repair 
and preservation.

THE CHURCH
The small parish church of All Saints, to the south-east 

of the house, is a building of considerable interest, consisting of 
chancel, nave with south aisle of three bays and engaged west 
tower, and south porch. The nave probably occupies the site 
of that of the early church, but there is no work in the present 
building earlier than the thirteenth century, towards the end of 
which the south aisle was added. Owing to the extreme rough 
ness of the work, the date of the low arcade between the nave and 
aisle is difficult to determine. The arches are of two chamfered 
orders : the piers and responds have octagonal capitals carved with 
primitive foliage and with heads at the angles. The tall and 
narrow south doorway, covered by a modern porch, is moulded 
with hollow chamfers, which indicate a date about 1300. The 
north doorway, now blocked, has a chamfered head, springing 
from plain imposts. Of the two windows in the south wall, that 
west of the porch is old, and is of two lights divided by a mullion 
with a forked head. The three-light window east of the porch 
has similar tracery, but is comparatively modern, as are also the 
lancet at the west end of the aisle and the small window in the 
north wall near the pulpit.

The south aisle was continued a bay west of the arcade, so 
that there was probably an earlier tower at the west end of the 
nave. The present tower, however, belongs entirely to the close 
of the fourteenth century. It has a lofty plinth and basecourses 
with ogee mouldings : the lower stage is built of local ironstone,
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badly weathered; but the upper part is largely of brick, and bears 
witness to later repair. The two-light belfry windows indicate a 
date about 1380. The north side of the tower has been much 
repaired, and the north-west buttress is modern.

A clerestory was added to the nave in the fifteenth century. 
The windows on both sides have been much renewed, but none 
of this work has been done in recent years.

The chancel-arch has well moulded capitals and bases of the 
end of the thirteenth century, and there appears to be some old 
masonry in the fabric of the chancel. This, however, was entirely 
re-built in 1767, and the four-light east window, a tolerable copy 
of fourteenth-century work, is of this date. Outside the east wall 
is the inscription : —

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO

ROBERTUS COMES FERRARIIS

HOC SACRARIUM REAEDIFICAVIT

ANNO DOMINI 1767.

The roofs of the church were probably repaired about the 
same time, and appear to contain some plain old timbers. The 
font, at the west end of the aisle, is of uncertain date : it is square, 
with panelled sides, and is placed upon rough rectangular shafts, 
standing on a base composed of broken incised slabs. At the 
same end of the aisle are some handsome Jacobean seats of a 
domestic character.

In the west face of the tower there is a fragment of sculpture, 
belonging to a figure, apparently of an abbot. To the south of 
the church is a cross with an octagonal shaft set on ai base of five 
steps. The cross-head, with fleur-de-lis ends, is modern.

The thanks of the writers are due to Mr. A. Herbert for the 
plan of the house at Ragdale which was specially drawn to illus 
trate this account, and adds to the debt of gratitude which the 
Society owes him for his readiness on all occasions to place his 
expert assistance at its service.



RAGDALE CHURCH—INTERIOR BOOKING EAST



RAGDALE '95

Appendix

Lay Subsidy 133-2. 6 Edward III. 1332.
From Ralph Basset, 4s.

Robert de Barwe, 2s. 6d. 
Robert le Reve, 2s. 6d. 
Samson son of 

Robert 2s. 6d.

From Ralph on le Hull, 2s. 6d. 
Gilbert le Hunt, 2s. 6d. 
William son of 

Henry, 2s. 6d.

Sum 19s.

Lay Subsidy 133-26. 1377. Poll Tax. Rakedall.
From Ralph Wylliamson From Agnes, his daughter 

Robert Rudde Alice, wife of John 
John son of William Emma, daughter of the 
John Hunte and wife same 
John Samson 
John Koc. 
Robert, his son 
Thomas, son of Ralph 
Ralph son of Robert 
Thomas atte brigge and

wife
Thomas Reve 
John Horley and wife

William Smyth 
William Oke and wife 
Ralph, his son 
John Clerk 
Roger Carter . 
Ralph Carter and wife 
John, son of Robert 

Rudde

Sum 7s. 4d.

Willowus.
From William Freman and

wife
Amice, his daughter 
John Bateman and wife 
William, son of Geoffrey 
Ralph Wryth 
John Atterones 
Ralph, son of Geoffery 
William Draper and wife 
Agnes, his daughter

The tax was 4d. a head. Sum 6s.

From William Clerk and wife 
Alice, daughter of Roger 
Joan, her daughter 
Robert Wryth 
John Schepperd 
John Dykun and wife 
Ralph, son of William 
William Reve and wife 
William, son of Henry

De Banco Roll 336. Midi., 17 Edward III, 1343, m. 144 d. 
Leyc.

Joan, who was the wife of Ralph Basset of Drayton v. Hugh de 
Meygnil and Alice, his wife, in a plea of a third part of the manors 
of Ragdale and Wylowes. Hugh came and said that the manor of 
Wvlewes is a parcel of land within the manor of Ragdale, and that 
Ralph Basset of Drayton had given him the manor.

N.B.—Alice, the relict of Ralph Basset, married 2ndly Sir Hugh 
Meygnil. She was the daughter of Nicholas, lord Audley, of 
Heieigh, co. Stafford.
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De Banco Roll 556. Hilary, 1 Henry IV, 1400, m. 274 d. 
Leyc.

Hugh Shyrley, chivaler, v. Walter the parson's man of Rake- 
dale in a plea of breaking his free warren at Rakedale and taking 
thence hares, rabbits, pheasants and partridges.

De Banco Roll 622. Trinity, 4 Henry V, 1416, m. 245, 
Leyc.

Robert the prior of Canwell, v. Roger Walpole, late parson of 
the church of Rakedale, in a plea of debt of £20.

Inquisition p.m. Beatrice, who was the wife of Hugh Shirley, 
taken at Leicester on Thursday before the Nativity of St. John 
the Baptist, 18 Henry VI, 1440.

Before Thomas Palmer, the escheator, and on the oath of John 
Chaumbleyn, of Hathern, Henry atte halle, of Overton, John 
Nauntell, of Hathern, Robert Bernevile, of Threngeston, John 
Kendale, of Twycrosse, John Herdewyn, of Newebold, William 
Smyth, of Barrow, William Somervyle, of Cossington, John Souche, 
of Belton, William Bygge, of Rothley, Thomas Bygge, of Rothley, 
John Draper, of Thurmaston, and John Smyth and Thomas Ireland, 
both of Cotes, jurors, who say that Beatrice held no lands of the 
king in chief in co. Leices. on the day she died, but they say that 
a certain Ralph Basset of Drayton, knight, was seised of the manors 
of Rakedale, Willughes, Radeclyve, etc., in his demesne as of fee, 
and granted them to Sir Walter Skyrlow, bishop of Durham, and 
others as trustees, who granted them to Beatrice from Easter, 
7 Henry IV (1406) for a term of 8 years at a yearly rent of £20, 
the reversion of them to Ralph Shirley, knight, and his male heirs 
for ever. After the expiration of the aforesaid eight years the said 
Ralph Shirley entered on the aforesaid manors, and still remains 
in peaceful possession of them. The manors were not held of the 
king, but of whom they are held the jurors are unaware. Beatrice 
died on Wednesday before St. George the martyr, 18 Henry VI. 
Ralph Shirley is her next heir and aged 40 years and more.

Inquisition p.m. Ralph Shirley, esquire. File 17. Taken 
at Loughborough, co. Leic., on 12 June, 7 Edward IV, 1467.

Before Baldwin Porter, the escheator, and on the oath of William 
Parker, of Loughborowe, John Ballarde, of the same, Robert Payte 
of the same, John Stone, of Pakynton, Thomas Spede, of Worthing- 
ton, Henry Hay, of Overton, John Harry, of Worthington, Hugh 
Johnson, of Segrave, Thomas Boydell, of Bredon, Robert Parker, of 
Bredon, Thomas Bertvyle, of Tonge, and Thomas Dawe, of Tonge, 
jurors, who say that Ralph Shirley, esquire, was seised in his 
demesne as of fee of the manors of Rakedale and Willowes, etc., 
held of Eleanor, who was the wife of Humphrey Stafford, knight. 
The manors of Rakedale and Willowes are worth £10. Ralph 
Shirley died on St. Stephen's day, last past. John Shirley is his 
son and heir and aged 50 years and more.
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Lay Subsidy 133-116. 15/16 Heury VIII.
From Hugh Newton 

Robert Grene 
Christopher Heyn

assessment £20 
£12 
£4

1524.
tax 20s.

6s.
2s.

Fine. Oct. St. John Baptist, 18 Henry VIII. 1526.
Between the dean and the canons of the College of Thomas 

Wolsey, cardinal of York, in the University of Oxford, plaintiffs, 
and Arthur, viscount Lysle, and Elisabeth, his wife, and John 
Dudley, knight, defendants of the manor of Dunton Basset and a 
mill, 6 messuages, 100 acres of land, 30 of meadow, 50 of pasture, 
20 of wood and 100s. rent in Dnnton Basset, Leyre and Rakedale, 
and the advowsons of the churches of Dunton Basset and Rakedale, 
co. I/eices. The manor, etc., is declared to be the right of the dean 

and canons.

Lay Subsidy 134-204. 14 Elisabeth. 1572. Ragdall.
From Jane Shyrley, widow 

John Howet 
William Newton

in lands £12 
in goods £3 

£3 
" Sum 42s.

tax 32s.
„ 5s.
„ 5s.

Lay Subsidy 251-9. 
Hearth Tax.

Thomas Paggett 1 hearth
Mrs. Lewes 7 „
James Holwell 2 „
John Brewen 1 ,,

18 Charles II. 1666. Ragdale.

John Branston 
John Pagett 
Francis Cam 
Thomas Bell

1 hearth
1
1
1
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