
THE MANOR OF PECKLETON

INTRODUCTION 
BY S. H. SKILLINGTON

DOCUMENTARY ABSTRACTS 
BY GEORGE F. FARNHAM, M.A., F.S.A.

ARCHITECTURAL NOTES ON THE CHURCH 
BY ALBERT HERBERT, F.R.I.B.A.



The Manor of Peckleton
Introduction by S. H. Skillington

The documentary evidence printed immediately after this 
introduction enables us to trace the connection of the family of 
Moton with the Leicestershire village of Peckleton from the middle 
of the twelfth century until the beginning of the sixteenth, when 
part of the manor passed to the Harringtons, of Exton, co. Rutland, 
through Elisabeth, wife of John Harrington, and daughter and 
heir of Robert Moton (died 1498), whose son Edward Moton died 
without issue in 1511; and the remainder of the manor was 
divided between the families of Vincent and Pole, the descen 
dants of the two daughters and co-heirs of Reginald Moton, who 
had died without leaving male issue in 1445.

The village of Peckleton is situated in the hundred of Spar- 
kenhoe, about eight miles from Leicester and five from Hinckley, 
and, in medieval times, was the home of the Moton family, one 
of the very earliest of the Leicestershire demesne tenants, that 
is to say resident lords, of the manor, whose names have come 
down to us. The earls of Leicester were the chief lords of 
Peckleton, under whom the Motons held the manor, and the 
arms of Moton—Argent, a cinquefoil Azure—are obviously a 
variant of those of their chief lord—Gules, a cinquefoil Ermine. 
This seems to corroborate the statement of Nichols, in his Leicester 
shire, iv, p. 869, that the Motons were enfeoffed in the manor of 
Peckleton by Robert, earl of Leicester; for it was not uncommon 
for an adherent to adopt, with a difference, the coat of arms borne 
by his superior lord.

This enfeoffment took place before the death in 1168 of 
Robert le Bossu, earl of Leicester, the founder of Leicester abbey; 
and Peckleton remained in the honour of Leicester after the 
partition of that honour, in 1204, between Amicia de Montfort and 
Margaret de Quincy, sisters and co-heirs of Robert Fitzparnel, 
the last of the Beaumont earls of Leicester. The descent of the 
chief lordship of Peckleton is therefore that of the said honour.

The name of Moton was spelt in various ways, among them 
being Multun, Mutun and Mutton. The most euphonious pro-
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nunciation of it is certainly Moton, with the first o long; but it is 
possible that Mutton represents the pronunciation at one time in 
common use. The earliest mention of the family in Mr. Farnham's 
abstracts from the documents preserved at the Public Record 
Office occurs in the Pipe Roll for 1164-5, where William Multun 
is stated to owe two marks to the Exchequer for an amercement; 
and the same William occurs again in the Pipe Roll for 1168-9. In 
1203, a fine is recorded between William Mutun, plaintiff, and 
Richard Malore, of Kirkby Malory, concerning the presentation 
to the church of Peckleton. By the ultimate settlement it 
appears to have been arranged that the'Motons should present 
to Peckleton and the Malores to Kirkby Malory. It is just possible 
that the William Mutun of 1203 was the William Multun of 
1164-5. Howeverthatmayhavebeen, an entry on the Pipe Roll on 
1217-18 shows that William Mutun was then dead, and that his 
heir, Robert Mutun, was a minor in the custody of William 
de Harecurt.

From the Book of Fees (1247), we learn that Robert Mutun 
was included by a jury among those who held knight's fees, but 
were not knights. This entry relates to what is technically known 
as " distraint of knighthood ", which is explained by Mr. Farn- 
haminanote. In the Patent Roll dated the 1st of October, 1254, is 
an entry that presumably refers to the same business :—" Bond to 
William ( ? Robert) Mutun in 100s. whom the king decorated 
with a knight's belt, for certain harness pertaining to his new 
knighthood". Intermediately, in 1250 (the sixteenth year of Robert 
Grosseteste's episcopacy) Richard de Beltesford was presented by 
Robert Mutun to the church of Peckleton. On the 4th of August, 
1265, Robert Moton was killed at the battle of Evesham, fighting 
on the side of Simon de Montfort, his overlord, and his 
estates were consequently forfeited. The records concerning this 
chapter in the history of the Motons may be summarised in the 
next paragraph.

The first of these records occurs in the Patent Rolls, and is 
dated the 12th of January, 1266. It tells of certain lands in 
Peckleton that were granted to Robert's widow for the main 
tenance of herself and her family for life. The grant was made, 
" by way of grace and humanity, to Juliana late the wife of 
Robert Moton, the king's enemy, killed at the battle of Evesham, 
that out of the lands of the said Robert in Pecklinton which the
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king lately gave to William Bagod and [which] have been extended 
[i.e. valued] at £11 Is. 6d. a year, she shall have 3j virgates of 
land with their appurtenances of the demesne, extended at 35s. 
a year, and 3£ virgates with their appurtenances of the villeinage 
extended at 30s. a year", for maintenance, as stated above. In 1269, 
the same Juliana,as relict of Robert Moton, demanded against 
John de Lodbrok a third part of two virgates of land in Countes- 
thorpe as dower. John, by attorney, called to warrant William 
Moton, the late Robert's son and heir, who was then a minor, 
alleging that part of his (William's) lands were in the custody of 
his mother, Juliana, and part in that of William Bagod, who came 
by summons and asked to be shown why he should be called to 
warrant. John de Lodbrok submitted a charter by which the 
deceased Robert Moton had given the property in question to 
Henry de Lodbrok, the father of John, with the undertaking that 
he and his heirs would warrant it. Juliana declared that she had 
not the custody of the heir, because he was vagabundus per 
patriam que voluit, and that she held nothing except as dower 
of the king's assignment. Moreover, Richard Bagod held 
" nothing in the name of custody of the heir but in fee, of a 
feoffment made to William Bagod, to whom the king gave the 
said tenement, in which tenement the said William enfeoffed the 
said Richard, because Robert Moton was killed at the battle of 
Evesham fighting against the king ". Though John de Lodbrok 
maintained that Juliana and Richard held enough in name of 
custody of the heir's inheritance to place them under the obliga 
tion of warranting to him, the jury decided in their favour, and 
John was in mercy. The forfeited possessions of Robert Moton 
were afterwards restored to William Moton, his son and heir. At 
an inquisition held in 1266, the lands formerly held by Robert 
Moton in Peckleton were valued at nine pounds, and the jury 
found that the Michaelmas rent of £1 3s. 4d. had been received 
by William Bagod.

A Curia Regis record, dated Easter, 1271, tells us that the 
church of Peckleton was then void, and that the advowson was 
claimed by the king's son Edmund, earl of Lancaster and 
Leicester, " by reason of the custody of the lands and heir of 
Robert Moton being in the said Edmund's hands". William 
Moton, the guardian of William Moton, son and heir of Robert, at 
that time a minor, agreed that he had granted the presentation to
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Edmund, who had paid him four marks for it. " Therefore let 
Edmund have a writ to the bishop of Lincoln not to obstruct the 
said Edmund by any claim of the said William to present a suitable 
parson to the said church ". The next vacancy occurred in 1272, 
when John de Wotton, sub-deacon, who held the living until his 
death in 1297, was presented by the queen, Eleanor of Provence, 
acting for her son, Edmund of Lancaster and Leicester.

The following abstracts, collectively, provide an appreciable 
amount of information concerning the Moton family at this period. 
In 1275, Juliana, the widow of Robert Moton, sued Thomas, son 
of John de Sutton, in a plea of burning grass belonging to her 
at Kirkby Malory. At Michaelmas, 1276, John de Lodbrok called 
William Moton, who had then come of age, to warrant him two 
parts of two virgates of land in Countesthorpe, presumably the 
same two virgates that were the subject of litigation in 1269. In 
1279, Alexander, son of Robert Moton, demanded against Andrew 
de Estleye two virgates of land and half of eleven shillings rent 
in Sutton-juxta-Broughton. At an inquisition taken at Leicester 
in 1277, the jury declared that William of Baggeworth and others 
used to come twice a year to the court of the view of frankpledge 
of Robert Moton, the father of William, in Congerston, and that 
William's ancestors had from time immemorial enjoyed that 
liberty. They said that the tenants of lands in Neuton owed 
suit to that court because they held their lands of the liberty, 
but withdrew themselves " when the said William Moton was 
under age in the wardship of William Bagot four years past " 
It appears from this that William Moton attained his majority 
in 1273. In 1292, Edmund, earl of Lancaster and Leicester, and 
two others were summoned to answer William Moton, who com 
plained that they " took William's cattle on Tuesday next before 
the feast of the Ascension, 18 Edward I, namely, 2 oxen and 5 
cows in the vill of Peghelton [Peckleton], and drove them as far 
as the park [which may have been Tooley park] of the said 
Edmund in the same vill, and there impounded them ", by which 
action William Moton was said to have suffered damage to the 
amount of forty shillings. On the 26th of April, 1298, the sheriff 
of Leicester was ordered to " deliver to Blanche, queen of 
Navarre, late the wife of Edmund, the king's brother, the manor 
of Leicester, with the manors of Hinkele [Hinckley], Shilton 
[Earl Shilton] and Dersford [Desfordl, together with the parks of
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of Hinkele, Dersford and Tolawe [Tooley] as part of her dower ". 
On the 24th of October, 1301, William Moton, William le Waleys 
and John de Holt were appointed " to assess the fifteenth lately 
granted to the king, and to tax, collect, levy and pay it at the 
Exchequer in three instalments, the first on the morrow of St. 
Martin next, the second a fortnight after Easter and the third a 
fortnight after Midsummer".

In the Close Rolls (8th of November, 1308), is an order to 
the sheriff to deliver to William Moton " seisin of 2 messuages 
and 2 bovates of land and appurtenances in Sutton juxta Broug- 
ton, which Robert of Ayleston, outlawed for felony, held of him, 
they having been in the king's hand for a year and a day. The 
township of Sutton juxta Broughton now holds the premises, 
and has had the king's year and a day, for which it ought to 
answer ". The meaning of this order may not be obvious to 
everybody. Robert of Ayleston, the holder of the properties in 
question, had been outlawed for felony; and consequently the 
lands he held had been forfeited to the king for " a year and a 
day ", after which they reverted by law to the felon's lord, who 
was William Moton of Peckleton. Although manorial lords at one 
time had the power of evicting tenants who neglected to perform 
their feudal services, this power had lapsed before the date we 
are now concerned with, though the lords still possessed various 
means of calling their tenants to account for such derelictions. 
The rest of the explanation may be given in the words of Medley 
[English Constitutional History, p. 45], who is a thoroughly 
sound authority:—"There remained, however, two occasions 
on which the land escheated to the lord. 'Only God', quotes the 
great lawyer of Henry II's day, ' can make an heir, not man '. 
Thus, if the tenant died without legal heirs, his estate reverted 
to the lord. Moreover, if a tenant were outlawed—a very com 
mon occurrence in the middle ages—or if he were convicted of 
one of the graver offences which come under the head of felony, 
the king claimed an ancient right of wasting his land for a year 
and a day; but after that it escheated to the lord ". It appears 
from the record of this particular instance that the king, no 
doubt for a consideration, had granted his right in the land 
formerly held by Robert of Ayleston to the township of Sutton- 
juxta-Broughton, and that, the year and a day having expired, 
the time had come for them to settle up and to hand over the
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properties to William Moton, the manorial lord. This case does 
little, if anything, to increase our knowledge of the Moton 
descent; but it affords an interesting example of the legal methods 
of the middle ages in England.

In the Assize Roll of 1310, we read that Bogo, son of William 
Moton, sued William de Charneles, of Snareston, in a plea of 
assize of mart d'ancestor. For a definition of this legal process, 
we may again turn to Medley (op. cit., p. 384), who says that 
"the Assize of Mart d'ancestor...was established by the Assize 
of Northampton in order to determine whether, since some 
definite date, the person whose heir the plaintiff claimed to be 
died seised as of fee, that is, holding the land by a title which, 
if good, would descend to his heir". The chief interest of the 
record, from our present point of view, is that it shows that in 
1310 William Moton had a son with the not very attractive name 
of Bogo. In 1314, William Moton sued Adam Tebbe, of Thring- 
ston, in a plea of debt of thirty-one pounds.

At Easter, 1316, " the assize came to recognise whether 
Bertrama, who was the wife of Robert le Gentil, John, son of 
William Moton, and Eustace, his brother, William le Hayward 
and John, son of Beatrice, unjustly disseised William le Gentil 
of his free tenement in Carlton juxta Bosworth, namely three 
bovates and a moiety of an acre of land ". Carlton is a village 
about a mile and a half from Market Bosworth, and a little to the 
west of due north of that town. William le Gentil's case was 
that the tenements in Carlton had been in the possession of his 
uncle, Robert le Gentil, and that he was legally entitled to them 
as the said Robert's heir. William recovered his seisin, but was 
in mercy for a false claim against John and Eustace Moton.

On the 18th of August, 1322, Sir William Moton, the elder, 
Sir William Moton, the younger, Ralph Turvill, Geoffrey de 
Skeffington and others witnessed the release by which Alice 
(relict of Thomas, earl of Lancaster and Leicester, and daughter 
and heiress of Henry de Lacy, late earl of Lincoln) surrendered 
to the king her right in the constableship of Lincoln castle, and 
in various manors in Lincolnshire and other counties. The 
release was dated at Earl Shilton, and was executed in conse 
quence of the treason of Thomas of Lancaster, Alice's late 
husband, who in March, 1322, was defeated at Boroughbridge
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and taken to his castle at Pontefract, where, after a perfunctory 
trial, he was ignominously beheaded.

In the De Banco Roll of 1325 is the following entry: — 
" Leic. William of Leycester, parson of the church of Gilmorton 
[near Lutterworth], v. John Moton, William Moton, the younger, 
chivaler, Eustace Moton and Thomas de Esteley in pleas of debt 
of 8 marks each ".

On the 6th of November, 1327, William Trussel, escheator 
beyond Trent, was ordered " not to intermeddle further with 40 
acres of land in Lachyndon, co. Essex, which were taken into the 
late king's hand by reason of the death of Eudo la Zouche, as it 
is found by inquisition taken by John de Blumvill, the late king's 
escheator in co. Essex, that Eudo held no lands at his death of 
the late king in his demesne as of fee, but that he held the said 
40 acres of the inheritance of Joan, his wife, by a service of 10s. 
to the ward of Dover castle yearly, and certain other lands of 
divers lords by various services, and the king has taken the fealty 
of William Moton [the younger], who has now married the said 
Joan, for the lands there held of him, and he has rendered them 
to William Moton and Joan ".

To this record and that of a fine concerning property at 
Stoke Mandevile, both of which appear in the second part of this 
paper, Mr. Farnham has appended notes which make clear the 
essential facts about Joan's parentage and inheritance; explain 
the connection of Eudo la Zouche with the murder of Roger 
Beler, and the circumstances of Eudo's subsequent flight to Paris 
and death there; and show that the position of William Moton 
was greatly improved by his marriage to Joan, the relict of Eudo. 
In the same year (1327), William Moton was assessed for the L,ay 
Subsidy at five shillings; eight other residents, including Thomas 
Moton, were assessed at twelve pence each, and a further two at 
eighteen pence each. The total for the whole of Peckleton 
amounted to sixteen shillings. In a De Banco record of Easter, 
1327, William Moton the elder appears as one of the executors of 
the will of Ralph Turvill, who died about 1326, and in 1274 
had been a minor in the wardship of Robert de Farnham, of 
Quorndon. [Leics. Med. Pedigrees, p. 6.] At Michaelmas, 1329, 
William Moton the younger was sued by William of Leycester, 
parson of Gilmorton, in a plea of eight marks; William Moton the 
elder was similarly sued by the parson of Swepston in a plea of
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ten marks; and William the elder was defendant in a plea brought 
by William, son of William Charneles, concerning three 
messuages and two virgates of land in Congerston. The Fine 
Roll of the same year, under the 26th day of May, records the com 
mitment to William Moton of the " wardship of the lands late 
of Robert Poutrel, of Prestwold [near Loughborough], tenant of 
the king by reason of the lands late of Henry de Beau 
mont being for certain causes in the king's hand, to hold until the 
lawful age of the heir, as also of the marriage of the said heir, 
and for similar reasons commitment to the same William of the 
wardship of the lands of Alice, who was the wife of Thomas le 
Brun, of Burton on the Wolds, to hold until the lawful age of 
the heir of the said Thomas and Alice, as also of the marriage of 
the heir ". Such wardships as these were often very profitable 
to those to whom they were granted. Mr. Farnham gives a note 
upon the "certain causes" and upon the Poutrels beneath the 
record itself, which is printed in due order of date with the rest 
of the muniments.

William Moton the elder seems to have died about this time. 
His final appearance under this designation is in the De Banco 
Roll of Easter, 1327; and William the younger is last described 
as " son of William Moton " in 1333. After that date, he is called 
simply "William Moton". In 1327, William Moton (presum 
ably the elder) was assessed for the I<ay Subsidy at five shillings. 
The total assessment for Peckleton amounted to sixteen shillings; 
ten persons, besides William, are named in the list. In 1332, 
William Moton was assessed at five shillings, Thomas Moton at 
twelve pence, and nine others at sums varying from twelve pence 
to two shillings each, the total on this occasion being eighteen 
shillings. The following record appears in the De Banco Roll, 
Trinity, 1333:—"William, son of William Moton, demands 
against Henry Boughey [? Doughty] and Alice, his wife, a 
messuage and virgate of land in Cunegeston [Congerstone, near 
Market Bosworth] as his right and inheritance, into which Henry 
and Alice have no right of entry except by Robert de Charneles, 
who unjustly disseised therefrom Robert Moton, the uncle of the 
said William, son of William, whose heir William is, in the time 
of king Henry III. Henry and Alice came and said that they 
hold the said tenements for term of life, of the inheritance of a 
certain William, son of William de Charneles, of Snarkeston
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[Snarestone, a few miles south of Ashby-de-la-Zouch], the 
reversion of which belongs to him, and they call the said William 
to warrant. Let them have him at York on the morrow of All 
Souls by the aid of the court, and summon him in the said 
county ". At Michaelmas, 1335, a fine was levied at Derby 
between " William Moton and Joan, his wife, plaintiffs, and 
Philip la Zouche, defendant of 4 messuages and 4 virgates of land 
in Octhorpe [Oakthorpe, near Ashby-de-la-Zouch and in the Rep- 
ton hundred of Derbyshire] which William la Zouche of Octhorpe 
holds for life. Grant to William Moton and Joan and the heirs 
of William Moton for ever". On 7th of April, 1336, William 
Moton and Hugh Turvill were empowered to sue and receive 
from the towns of the county of Leicester as much money of the 
fifteenth and tenth granted for the defence of the king's realm 
and other lands against the Scots as they paid in the last such 
grant". The grants referred to were in connection with the 
Scottish wars that followed the death of Robert Bruce and con 
tinued for several years.

In the third week of Lent, 1339,the assize " came to recog 
nise whether Henry Moton and William Grant disseised William 
Moton of......the manor of Peckleton ". Sir Henry Moton, who
was archdeacon of Stow and William Moton's brother, declared 
that he was in possession of the manor, because it had .been con 
veyed to him by the said William in the following terms : —'' To 
all the faithful in Christ to whom the present writing shall come, 
William Moton, knight, greeting in the Lord. Whereas I, 
William have enfeoffed Sir Henry Moton, my brother, in the 
manor of Peckleton with appurtenances, without any retention, 
to have and to hold to the said Henry, his heirs and assigns, of the 
chief lords of the fee [i.e. the earls of Leicester] by the right and 
accustomed service for ever, as in my charter made to the said 
Henry therefore is more fully contained. Know ye that I have 
granted and confirmed the said manor to the said Henry, his 
heirs and assigns for ever to hold of me and my heirs ". This 
document was dated at Peckleton on the Sunday before St. 
James the apostle, 1334, and was witnessed by Sir Robert de 
Campania, Sir Roger la Zouche, and Sir Ralph Mallore, knights, 
and several others, some of whose names appear in the abstract 
made by Mr. Farnham, who thinks that the fine was probably 
levied for the purpose of a trust.
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The Patent Rolls of the 25th of April, 1341, the 2nd of July, 
1342, and the 25th of November, 1343, show that William Moton 
was on those dates appointed as commissioner for the peace in the 
county of Leicester. The Patent Roll, under the 12th of April, 
1345, records a commission of oyer and terminer to Roger de 
Bankwell, John de Charneles and two others, on complaint by 
William Moton, chivaler, that John, the parson's son of Nayles- 
ton [Nailstone, about four miles north of Market Bosworth], 
Henry, the parson's brother of Nayleston, Henry, son of Roger 
de Drayton, of Nayleston, William Prat of Boresworth [(Market) 
Bosworth] and others carried off William's goods at Husbands 
Bosworth and assaulted his men and servants whereby William 
lost their services for a long time ". Raids of this type were not 
at all uncommon in the middle ages. In 1346, a mandate was 
issued to the arrayers of men at arms, hobelars (light cavalry) 
and archers in Leicestershire, for the passage abroad, not to 
compel William Moton and others '' to set out with the king, 
nor to provide men at arms, hobelars or archers, because they 
are of the retinue of the archbishop of Canterbury for the defence 
of England towards the marches of Scotland ''. Nichols states 
that in 1346, William Moton, on the aid then granted for knight 
ing Edward of Woodstock, the king's eldest son, was assessed at 
five shillings for half a quarter of one knight's fee in Peckleton 
and Stapleton (near Hinckley), parcel of the honour of Leicester. 
On the 20th of May, 1348, William Moton and Simon Pakeman 
were commissioned to " make inquisition touching the persons 
who by night broke the close of Robert de Sadyngton at 
Humberston [a mile or two from Leicester], he being in the king's 
service, [and] fished in his stanks [= pools] and stews there, 
carried away fish therefrom and other goods, and assaulted his 
men and servants whereby he lost their service for a great time ". 
A Patent Roll entry of July, 1356, relates to William Moton and 
Elisabeth, his second wife, who had " lately recovered their 
presentation to the church of Chelrey ", Berkshire. (See note to 
the record.) Elisabeth was dead in 1362; for, at Michaelmas in 
that year, William of Chiltwood, clerk, described as " executor 
of the will of Elisabeth, who was the wife of William Moton, 
chivaler ", was plaintiff against Robert Moton, chivaler, in a plea 
of twenty pounds.

William Moton, who died between 1356 and 1362, was fol-
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lowed by Robert Moton, his son by his first wife, Joan, the relict 
of Eudo la Zouche. Robert Moton married Alice, daughter of 
Ralph Basset of Sapcote. The inquisition post mortem, taken at 
Hinckley before William atte More, the escheator, shows that 
Robert " held nothing of the king in chief in the county of 
Leicester on the day he died [the 19th of July, 1367], but that a 
certain William Marchal, of Stapelton [about three miles north 
of Hinckley], held in fee of the said Robert, on the day that 
Robert died, a messuage and 9 virgates of land in Stapelton by 
knight service, which messuage and land Robert held in fee of 
the duke of Lancaster (John of Gaunt] and Blanche, his wife, as 
in right of Blanche [daughter of the first duke of Lancaster], by 
knight service". Robert's son and heir was William Moton, 
who was then (in 1367) thirteen years of age. Alice Basset 
married (1) Sir Robert Moton and (2) Sir Laurence de Ditton. 
According to the ages of the heirs in certain inquisitions post 
mortem, she had married twice, and given birth to a son by her 
second husband, before she reached the age of seven. That she 
was not in fact such a prodigy as these records make her out to 
have been is proved by the entry of her marriage to Sir Laurence 
de Ditton (in the Close Roll dated the 27th of September, 1378) 
and the known date of Sir Robert Moton's death.

Of William Moton, Sir Robert's son and heir, who was born 
in 1354, there is not much that can be said. The De Banco Roll 
of 1409 shows that his wife, then a widow, was named Agnes. 
The earliest record we have of him tells us that, for the Poll Tax 
of 1377, he was assessed at twenty shillings, the usual sum to be 
paid by a knight. In 1380, the sheriff was ordered to make an 
extent (i.e. a valuation) upon oath of the manor of Stoke by 
Aylesbury, which William la Zouche of Haringworth demanded 
against Alice,formerly the wife of Robert Moton, chivaler, and of 
which the said Alice in court called to warrant " William, son of 
Robert, son of William Moton ". An order was made for William 
to be summoned in the counties of Buckingham and Leicester. 
William Moton died on the 8th of September, 1391, when Robert 
Moton, his son and heir, was a minor of seventeen. At the 
inquisition post mortem, taken at Leicester in 1393, the jury 
found that " William held nothing of the king in chief in the 
county of Leicester on the day he died, but long before his death 
he held the manor of Peckleton, of John [of Gaunt], duke of Lan-
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caster, service unknown, and worth 20 marks ". For further 
particulars see the record itself and Mr. Farnham's note upon it, 
which are printed in the second part.

The first thing to note about Robert Moton, son and heir of 
the Sir William Moton who died in 1391, is that he was concerned, 
either as plaintiff or defendant, in several suits recorded in the 
De Banco Rolls between 1403 and 1441. In the first of these 
years he sued John Whytgrif for a debt of ten pounds. In 1415 
John Petyngale was the plaintiff, and Robert Moton, knight, the 
defendant in a plea of twenty pounds. In 1416, Richard 
Hastings was the plaintiff against him in a plea of twenty marks. 
In 1439, Robert was accused by Richard Danet " in a plea of 
having abducted Richard's servant at Leycester ". In 1441, 
Robert Langham prosecuted " Robert Moton, knight, of Peckle- 
ton, and Alan Moton [Sir Robert's brother], of Peckleton, esq., 
in a plea of damage at Potters Marston ". This Sir Robert, 
whose life was a long one, married (1) Margery, daughter of Sir 
Anketin Malory, by whom he had a son, Reginald Moton, who 
died in 1445, and (2) Elisabeth, daughter of Edward Mulsho, 
and relict of Reginald Lathbury and of Baldwin Bugge. [Leics. 
Med Pedigrees, table facing p. 62.]

An entry in the Close Roll informs us that, on the 10th of 
April, 1441, Sir Robert appointed Alan, his brother, and John 
Hancok, as his true and lawful attornies, to deliver full and 
peaceful seisin of his manor of Peckleton, as well as of all his 
lands and tenements in Cheadle, county Stafford, to " the vener 
able father in Christ, John Stafford, bishop of Bath and Wells, 
chancellor of England, John, Viscount Beaumont, Edward Grey, 
kt., Henry Beaumont, esq., William Mulso, esq., Edward Mulso, 
esq., and Humphrey Charles, esq. ". The Close Roll record 
referred to, with a note upon it, and another record, dated 1444, 
concerning Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his second wife, and 
the manor of Basset House, county Iveicester, are printed in the 
second part. They are plainly expressed, and nothing would be 
gained by repeating them in full in this narrative. In 1445, 
complaint was made in the Court of Chancery that Alan Moton, 
who was then " impotent " and unable to travel, had been un 
faithful to the trust, executed in 1441, for the benefit of Robert 
Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, and the heirs and assigns of 
Robert. William Ascogh, " one of the justices of our lord the
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king of his common Bench ", was directed to " examine the said 
Alan of the premises and circumstances thereof ". In due course, 
William was able to depose that, on the 22nd of July, 1445, he had 
been at Leicester, " and there, before John Pomerey, the abbot 
of the monastery of St. Mary in the meadows of Leicester, and 
John Danet, esquire, and other faithful men, the said Alan said 
he was enfeoffecl by Robert Moton in the manor of Peckleton, 
co. Leicester, and the trustees enfeoffed Robert Moton and Elisa 
beth, his wife, to hold the manor, etc., to them Robert and 
Elisabeth, and the heirs and assigns of Robert Moton for ever, 
and they made no feoffment nor any other estate to Reynold 
[Reginald] Moton, now dead, son and heir of the said Robert 
Moton, nor to any other person or persons, of the manor, lands 
and tenements aforesaid, nor any parcel of them ". Nichols, 
the historian of Leicestershire, in his account (quoted by Mr. 
Farnham at the end of the Chancery record) of this matter seems 
to have allowed his fancy to run away with him.

The petitioners in the Chancery proceedings of the 2nd of 
July, 1445, were Robert Moton and his second wife, Elisabeth, 
who alleged against Alan Moton that he had abused his trust in 
such a way as to favour Reynold (Reginald) Moton, the son and 
heir apparent of Robert by his first wife, Margery, and to " bar, 
exclude and put out the said Elisabeth of her joynture of the said 
manor, lands and tenements after the death of the said Robert 
Moton ". The supposed misconduct of Alan Moton was said to 
be the cause of much slander in the county of Leicester; but it 
does not appear from the deposition of William Ascogh that he 
had done anything irregular.

Reginald Moton, son and heir of Sir Robert, died about 
three months before the date of the above proceedings. At the 
inquisition taken after his death, the jury said that he died seised 
of the manor of Thurlaston and other properties, which had 
come to him in right of his wife, Margaret, sister and heir of 
Baldwin Bugg, and that the said Margaret had entered on the 
premises and was still seised of them. The jury also said that 
" a certain Robert Moton, knight, was lately seised of a moiety 
of the manor of Stoney Staunton and the advowson of the church, 
held of Thomas Ferrers, esq., and worth 4 marks; and also of a 
messuage, 2 virgates of land and 12s. 7d. rent in Countesthorpe, held 
of the king, as of the honor of Leicester, worth 30s.; also of 2
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messuages and S^virgates of land in Button juxta Broughton 
Astley, held of Joan de Asteley, and worth 50s.; and 6 virgates 
of land in Stony Staunton, held of the prior of Coventry, worth 
80s. " Sir Robert Moton had granted these properties to his son, 
Reginald, and Margaret, Reginald's wife, and their lawful issue. 
Reginald died on the 31st of March, 1445, and his relict, Mar 
garet, remained in possession. The next heirs of Reginald were his 
his daughters, Anne, aged nine years, and Elisabeth, aged seven 
years, at the time of their father's death. Margaret Bugg had 
married Richard Turville, of Thurlaston, and borne him a son, 
William Turville, before she became the wife of Richard Moton. 
After Reginald's death, she married Thomas Everingham, whom 
she outlived. Margaret herself died on the 5th of April, 1474, and 
was succeeded by her grandson John Turville, eldest son and 
heir of her son, William Turville, who died in his mother's life 
time.

It will be convenient, and save explanations later on, to state 
at this point who were the descendants of Reginald and Margaret 
Moton, as they appear in the chart opposite page 62 of Leicester 
shire Medie-vcd Pedigrees. Anne, the elder of the two daughters 
of Reginald, married William Grymesby, and by him had a son, 
Henry, and a daughter, Anne. The daughter married Richard 
Vyncent, to whom she bore a son, George, who married Anne, 
daughter of William Slory, and had a son named Edward. 
Edward Vyncent married Margery, daughter of Humphrey 
Babington, of Rothley, and died in 1572. To Edward and 
Margery were born three sons: William, Nicholas and Thomas. 
The eldest of these, William Vyncent, who was twenty-three 
when his father died, married Jane, daughter of Marmaduke 
Vyncent, of Smeton, Yorkshire. Elisabeth, the younger daughter 
of Reginald and Margaret Moton, married Ralph Pole. She had 
a son, John Pole, who died before she did, and a grandson, Ger 
man Pole, who was twenty-one in 1503, the year of his grand 
mother's death. German Pole lived until the 3rd of February, 
1552. The names of most of these descendants of Reginald 
Moton appear in several of the later documents printed in the 
second part, and these records will be more easily understood if 
the genealogical facts stated in this paragraph are borne in mind.

In 1446, John Bartram, knight, and Joan, his wife, demanded 
against Margaret, relict of Reginald Moton, the manor of
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Wigston, etc., which had been demised to her by her brother, 
Baldwin Bugg, with the alleged result that Bartram and Joan 
had been unjustly disseised. In or before 1448, Sir Robert Moton 
appealed to the court of Chancery for the discharge of a bond he 
had entered into with Bartilmewe Brokesby, who died in 1448, 
when he (Sir Robert) undertook to grant certain lands and tene 
ments to his Son Reginald and Margaret Turvill, who was 
Brokesby's cousin, upon their marriage. In 1452, by means of 
a fine, the manor of Peckleton and eight messuages, a toft and 
eight virgates of land in Congerstone, with the advowsons of the 
churches of Peckleton and Congerstone, were granted to Sir 
Robert and Elisabeth Moton and their issue, or, in default to the 
heirs of Thomas Bytteswell for ever. The manor of Cheadle, co. 
Stafford, which was included in the fine, was in 1456 recovered 
from Robert and Elisabeth by Sir Edward Mulsho, John Mulsho, 
the elder, and John Mulsho, the younger, who had jointly sued 
them for it. Sir Robert Moton died in 1456, and was succeeded 
by William Moton, his son by Elisabeth. The name of William 
Moton first appears in the De Banco Roll, dated 1471, as the 
plaintiff in a plea of damage at Peckleton. He is there described 
as "William Moton, esquire".

In the De Banco Roll for 1457, the year following that of 
Sir Robert's death, his second wife is described as his widow— 
" Elisabeth who was the wife of Robert Moton ". She is simi 
larly designated in the record of an action brought against her in 
1460, by the two daughters of Reginald Moton and their husbands, 
William Grymesby and Ralph Pole, for having made waste and 
destruction of certain properties that she held in dower. From 
the Close Roll, under 1462, we learn that Richard Moton, brother 
of Robert Moton, knight, then deceased, remised and, for him 
self and his heirs for ever quitclaimed to Elisabeth, Robert's 
relict, all the right that he had, or ever could have, in " the manor 
of Peckleton with the appurtenances, together with the advowson 
of Peckleton church, also of taking the profits of housebote, hey- 
bote and fyrebote in the woods of Scrathowe, Swythehill and le 
Hore within the forest of Leicester, and the profits of 40 pigs in 
Tola we [Tooley park] and in the manor of Cheadle and £10 
12s. yearly rent in Cheadle, co. Stafford. This quitclaim pre 
sumably relates to the settlement of 1441. In 1468, Elisabeth, 
the widow of Sir Robert, appears as plaintiff in a plea of ten
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marks. She died in the same year; for it is stated in the Patent 
Roll for 1468 that Richard Neel, Richard Hastings and others 
were commissioned to enquire " what lands Elisabeth, who was 
the wife of Robert Moton, knight, held in the county of Leicester 
of the king in chief on the day she died and who is her next heir". 
In 1471, William Moton sued John Smith, of Dodford, husband 
man, in a plea of damage at Peckleton. Two years later, he appears 
as one of the plaintiffs in a fine by which Henry Wynter, esquire, 
established his right to four tofts, sixty-five acres of land 
and twelve acres of meadow in Worthington and Newbold. 
In 1478, William Chauntry, dean of the Newarke college at 
Leicester, William Grymesby, esquire, William Moton, esquire, 
Robert Mome, clerk, and Thomas Kebell, who, as Mr. Farnham 
explains in a note to the record, were almost certainly trustees 
for William, lord Hastings, were the plaintiffs in a fine 
concerning the advowson of the church of Lubenham, 
near Market Harborough. In 1479, William Moton, 
esquire, was the plaintiff against John Lost, butcher, of 
Haverburgh [Harborough], "in a plea of taking William's 
goods and chattels at Haverburgh". William Moton, 
whose wife was a Harcourt, died in 1481. [Leic. Med. Pedigrees, 
chart opp. p. 62]. A De Banco entry of 1486 states that Thomas 
Kebell and Reginald Boteler were the executors of his will, in 
which capacity they were plaintiffs against Henry Wright, a 
carpenter of Potters Marston, in a plea of ten pounds.

The successor of William Moton was his son, Robert Moton, 
who married Philippa Willoughby, by whom he had a son, 
Edward, and a daughter, Elisabeth. Our only record of this 
Robert is his will, dated at Peckleton on the 13th of June, 1498, 
and proved on the 20th of October in the same year, the provisions 
of which will be found, under the proper date in the sequence, 
with the rest of Mr. Farnham's evidences. In 1499, Philippa, 
the widow, married Thomas Hervy, by whom she had a daughter 
named Dorothy, who became the wife of William Croft, who died 
on the 18th of June, 1613. Dorothy and William had two child 
ren : Mary, who married Richard Burdett, and Thomas, who 
married Susannah Wright. Thomas Croft died, leaving no 
issue, on the 9th of March, 1635. Mary and Richard Burdett 
had a son, William, who married a certain Martha and died on 
the 2nd of June, 1641. At the inquisition, taken at Leicester,
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after her death, the jury found that Philippa Hervy died " seised 
of the manor of Peckleton, as of a free tenement, and of 300 acres 
of land, 200 of meadow and 200 of wood with the appurtenances 
in Peckleton. And, so seised, Philippa died at Peckleton on 6 
January, 8 Henry VIII, 1517, the reversion of all the premises 
there belonging to German Poole [Pole], aged 30 years and more, 
and George Vincent, aged 24 years, and their lawful issue ". 
Philippa held the manor, which was " worth 20 marks without 
the outgoings ", as dower after the death (in 1498) of her first 
husband, Robert Moton. German Pole and George Vincent 
were the great-grandsons of Reginald Moton, who, as we have 
seen, died on the 31st of March, 1445, in his father's lifetime. 
Many of the genealogical facts given in this paragraph are taken 
from the table opposite page 62 of Leicestershire Medieval Pedi 
grees, where they are set forth more clearly than is possible in 
a narrative.

As stated above, Robert Moton, by his wife, Philippa, had 
two children, whose names were, respectively, Edward and Elisa 
beth. According to Nichols, Edward Moton died without off 
spring in 1511; Elisabeth married John Harrington, knight, of 
Exton, county Rutland, by whom she had a son, James Harring 
ton. The only mention of Edward Moton, during his lifetime, 
that occurs in the series of records now presented is in the De 
Banco Roll dated Michaelmas, 1499 :—" The sheriff was ordered 
to summon Thomas Coton, esq., Robert L/angham, Thomas 
Jakes, William Smyth, gents., and Reginald Boteler, Thomas 
Hervy and Philippa, his wife, so that they be here on this day, 
•viz., the quindene of St. Martin, to answer Edward Moton in a 
plea that they render him a messuage, 200 acres of land, 100 of 
meadow, 100 of pasture and 12 of wood in Peckleton, which 
Edward Mulso, kt., John Mulso, the elder, and John Mulso, the 
younger, gave to Robert Moton, kt., and Elisabeth, his [second] 
wife [and daughter of Edward Mulso], and their male issue, and 
which, after the deaths of the said Robert and Elisabeth, and of 
William [d. 1481], their son and heir, and of Robert [= Philippa 
Willoughby], son and heir of the said William, to the said 
Edward, as son and heir of Robert and kinsman of the said 
William, ought to descend by the form of the gift".

The claim of the Harringtons to their portion of the Moton 
inheritance is thus recited in Early Chancery Proceedings,
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Bundle 1132:—" Orators, Sir John Haryngton, knight, and 
James Haryngtont eldest son of Sir John, and Elisabeth, wife of 
Sir John, daughter and sole heir of Robert Moton esquire, 
deceased. That whereas Thomas Bytteswell and Thomas Byl- 
lyng were seised in their demesne as of fee of the manors of 
Cheadle, co. Stafford, and Peckleton, co. Leicester, and, so 
seised, gave the said manors, lands, etc., to Sir Robert Moton, 
knight, and Elisabeth, his wife, together with all the evidences, 
charters, deeds, etc. Sir Robert Moton died [1457]. Elisabeth 
survived him and was solely seised as of fee tail and died [1468]. 
After whose death, William Moton, son to Robert Moton and 
Elisabeth, entered on the manors, etc., and was thereof seised. 
William Moton died, leaving Robert Moton, his son and heir, 
who entered on the manors, etc., after the death of William 
Moton. Robert, son of William, so seised, died, leaving issue 
one daughter Elisabeth, late the wife of Sir John Haryngton, now 
one of the complainants. Sir John Haryngton and Elisabeth, his 
wife, had issue the said James. Elisabeth died and Sir John 
entered into the manors, etc., and was thereof seised in his 
demesne as of freehold for term of his life by the courtesy of 
England, the reversion belonging to the said James Haryngton, 
one other of the complainants, and the issue of the body of 
James, lawfully begotten."

Several later documents are printed in the second part; but, 
as these present no serious difficulties, and are sufficiently anno 
tated by Mr. Farnham, there is no good reason for carrying this 
introduction any further.
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DOCUMENTARY ABSTRACTS
By George F. Farnham, M.A., F.S.A.

V.C.H. Leicestershire 1, p. 314. Domesday Survey. About 
1086.

The land of Hugh de Grentemaisnil. Hugh de Grentemaisnil 
holds 6 carucates of land in Pechintone (Peckleton). There is 
land for 4 ploughs. In demesne there is 1 plough with 1 serf and 3 
bordars. It was worth 5s., now it is worth 60s.

Pipe Roll. 11 Henry II, A.D. 1164/5.
William Multun renders account of 2 marks for an amerce 

ment. He pays 9s. into the treasury and owes 17s. 8d.

Pipe Roll. 15 Henry II, A.D. 1168/9.
William Multun renders account of 7s. 8d. for the right of land 

which he had.

Fine. 4 John, 1203.
At Leicester on Sunday next after the feast of St. James the 

Apostle. Between William Mutnn, plaintiff, and Richard Malore, 
tenant of the advowson of the church of Pekinton (Peckleton) con 
cerning which an acknowledgment of last presentation was sum 
moned. Richard Malore acknowledged the said advowson to be 
the right and inheritance of William Mutun, so that, after the 
decease of Geoffrey Basset and Robert Burd'et, parsons of the 
church of Pekinton, William or his heirs shall present to the said 
church one clerk, whom Richard Malore or his heirs shall choose, 
saving the ancient and due right of the church of Kirkebi (Kirkby 
Malory), and after the death of the said clerk the presentation and 
advowson of the church of Pekinton shall remain to William and 
his heirs, saving the right of the church of Kirkebi.

N.B.—In the Matriculus of Hugh Welles, bishop of Lincoln, 
we find the following entry " The patron of the church of Kirkeby 
is Philip de Kinton, of the gift of Richard Mallore, the parson [ ]. 
And he has the chapel of Peccilton, about which there is a dispute 
concerning the advowson, (the chapel) having all sacramentals and 
paying synodals as the mother church, and it has a resident chaplain 
through the mother church (of Kirkby) for as long as the parish 
ioners pay it 40s." It appears from this entry that the fine of 
1203 had not settled the dispute, for although the Matriculus is not 
dated, it could not well be started before Hugh Welles became 
bishop in 1209, and most of the entries are considered to be about 
1220 or later. Richard Mallore was dead in or before 1220 (Curia 
Regis Roll, Trinity, 4 Henry III, m. 1.)

The dispute seems to have been finally settled before 1224/5, 
in which year Robert Mutun presented Robert de Wilton to the 
church of Pekintone, and Thomas Mallore presented Henry, son 
of Richard, to the church of Kirkeby. (Cant, and York Soc., Vol. 
ii, p. 298).
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Pipe Roll, 2 Henry III, 1217/18.
William de Harecurt owes one mark and one good palfrey for 

having the custody of the heir of William Mutun.
N.B.—The heir of William Mutun was Robert Mutun who was 

under age at the death of William.

Curia Regis Roll 76. Mich., 4 Henry III, 1220, m. 1 d. Leic.
The jury between the abbot of Croxton and Robert Mouton, 

plaintiffs, and Richard de Clopton and Juliana, his wife, tenant, 
concerning four virgates of land in Scharneford is put in respite 
for default of the recognitors, because only six came.

Curia Regis Roll 80. Easter, 5 Henry III, 1220/1, m. 1 d. 
Leic.

The jury came with the assent of the parties to recognise 
whether Juliana, the wife of Richard de Clopton, was seised of a 
carucate of land in Sharneford at the beginning of the war. Which 
land the abbot of Croxton and Robert Mutun claim against the 
said Richard and Juliana. The jury say that Juliana was never in 
seisin of the said carucate before the war nor disseised by reason 
of the war. And they say that William, son of Robert, who held 
that land, gave it to Roger de Sproxton, son of a certain Mary, 
on condition that he would take her to wife, for she would not take 
him as her husband unless he gave that land to the same Roger; 
and the same Roger held that land for a long time; and afterwards, 
when he was troubled with sickness he gave a moiety of that land 
to the abbot of Croxton and another moiety to a certain servant of 
his, to hold from the said abbot by one pound of pepper. It is 
adjudged that the abbot and Robert have seisin, and Richard is 
in mercy.

N.B.—Respecting this suit see Nichpls' History, Vol. ii, Appen 
dix, p. 86. " Achard de Sproxton married Mary Burdeth and begat 
two sons John and Roger. Achard died, John, his son, took the 
inheritance. There came a certain knight by name of William of 
Essheby magna and married Mary the relict of Achard. This Sir 
William gave the said Mary 4 virgates of land in Sharnford, with 
tofts, crofts, villeins, etc. The said Mary, with the consent of Sir 
William, her husband, gave this property to Roger de Sproxton, 
her second son, by charter, and Sir William confirmed the gift 
so that if Sir William could not warrant this property in Sharnford, 
he would give to Roger in exchange for it 4 virgates in Esseby. 
Afterwards, Roger gave, with his body, to the abbey of Croxton 
two virgates in Sharnford, and he gave the other two virgates to 
John Moton, his esquire and kinsman, but John Moton was killed 
in the war without issue, so Robert Moton, his brother, succeeded 
to the two virgates in Sharnford as heir to his brother, and after 
wards sold them to the abbot and convent of Croxton for the sum 
of 19 marks. But the said Sir William of Essheby magna, Ions; 
before he married Mary the relict of Achard de Sproxton, had 
another wife the daughter of Osbert de Clinton, lord of Colleshull, 
who had given Sir William with his daughter 12 virgates of land 
in Sharnford in free marriage, and Sir William had begotten by 
her a daughter named Juliana. And Juliana married Richard de 
Clopton, who came, after the death of Sir William of Esseby 
magna, by the advice of Osbert de Clinton, with great strength 
in the war, and disseised the abbot of Croxton and Robert Moton
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and other tenants of the said lands in Sharnford, and held the 
same for the space of three years. But the said abbot and the 
others impleaded Richard de Clopton before the justices of the 
Bench, and recovered their seisin by the grand assize, and so it 
remained.

Book of Fees, part ii, p. 1393, A.D. 1247.
Concerning those who hold a whole knight's fee and are not 

knights. The jury include Robert Mutun. Therefore he is in 
mercy.

N.B.—This was technically known as " distraint of knight 
hood ", a measure by which all holders of a certain quantity of 
land, irrespective of the tenure by which they held it, were forced 
either to take upon themselves the duties and responsibilities of 
knightly tenure or to pay a heavy fine. It equally served the 
purpose of swelling the royal coffers with the feudal dues of those 
willing and the fines of those unwilling to accept the dignity thus 
thrust upon them, and of increasing the number of persons who 
would be eligible as knights of the shire in Parliament. The 
earliest instance of a levy of this kind is in 1224, and others occur 
under Henry III. In 1278 the sheriffs were directed to force the 
knightly rank upon all holders of land worth £20 a year. The 
qualification varied, but until the time of the Tudors an estate of 
£20 a year seems to have been the distinguishing mark of an 
esquire who wanted nothing but his own willingness or the com 
mand of the king to advance him to knightly rank. The quali 
fying sum was advanced by Elisabeth to an estate of £40 a year, 
at which rate both James I and Charles I imposed the obligation. 
It was abolished by the Long Parliament. (Medley's Constitutional 
History, p. 470.).

Lincoln Record Society, ii, p. 439.
Pekelington. Richard de Beltesford is presented to the church 

of Peckleton by Robert Mutun. Anno 16 Rob. Grosseteste. 1250.

Cal. Pat. Rolls 1247-1258, p. 340, 1 Oct., 1254.
Bond to William Mutun in 100s. whom the king decorated with 

a knight's belt, for certain harness pertaining to his new knight 
hood.

N.B.—Is William a mistake for Robert.

Cal. Pat. Rolls 1258-1266, p. 533, 12 Jan., 1266.
Grant by way of grace and humanity, to Juliana late the wife of 

Robert Motun, the king's enemy, killed at the battle of Evesham, 
that out of the lands of the said Robert in Peklinton which the 
king lately gave to William Bagod and have been extended at 
£11 Is. 6d. a year, she shall have 3J virgates of land with their 
appurtenances of the demesne, extended at 35s. a year, and 3i 
virgates with their appurtenances of the villeinage extended at 
30s. a year for the maintenance of herself and her children for life.

Miscellaneous Inquisitions No. 772. 1266.
The jury say that Robert Moton of Pekleton was killed at 

Evesham. His land in Pekleton is worth £9. William Bagod 
received the Michaelmas rent, viz., 23s. 4d.

N.B.—Robert Moton was killed at the battle of Evesham on
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4 August, 1265, fighting on the side of Simon de Montfort against 
the king.

Curia Regis Roll 188. Easter, 53 Henry III, 1269, m. 20, 
Leic.

Juliana, who was the wife of Robert Moton, demands against 
John de Lodbrok a third part of 2 virgates of land in Countesthorp 
as dower., John came by attorney and called to warrant William, 
son and heir of Robert Moton, who is under age, and part of his 
lands are in the custody of the said Juliana, and part in the custody 
of Richard Bagod, who now comes by summons and asks to be 
shown wherefore he should warrant. And John proffers a charter 
under the name of Robert Moton, the father of the heir, which 
witnesses that the said Robert gave to a certain Henry de Lodbrok, 
father of the said John, whose heir John is, the said tenement, and 
this he and his heirs would warrant.

Juliana says that she has not the custody of the body of the 
heir, because he is vagabundus per patriam que tiohtit and also she 
holds nothing in the name of custody of the heir, but as dower of 
the king's assignment. And Richard holds nothing in the name 
of the custody of the heir but in fee, of a feoffment made to 
William Bagod, to whom the king gave the said tenement, in 
which tenement the said William enfeoffed the said Richard, 
because Robert Moton was killed in the battle of Evesham fighting 
against the king. John says that Juliana and likewise Richard 
hold in the name of custody sufficient of the heir's inheritance 
for them to warrant to him.

A jury was summoned who say that Juliana held nothing in 
the name of custody nor Richard either, so John is in mercy, and 
Juliana and Richard may go without a day.

N.B.—Robert Moton's lands were subsequently restored to his 
son William.

Curia Regis Roll 202. Easter, 55 Henry III, 1271, m. 5 d. 
Leic.

The assize came to recognise who presented last in the time of 
peace to the church of Pekleton, which is void, and which advow- 
son Edmund, the king's son, claims against William Moton by 
reason of the custody of the lands and heir of Robert Moton being 
in the said Edmund's hands. William came and agreed that he 
granted to the said Edmund the presentation to the said church 
in the name of the said William, son and heir of the said Robert, 
because the said William is under age. And for this Edmund gave 
William 4 marks. Therefore let Edmund have a writ to the bishop 
of Lincoln not to obstruct the said Edmund by any claim of the 
said William to present a suitable parson to the said church.

N.B.—The next presentation to Peckleton church was made by 
the queen acting for Edmund, her son, in the year 1272, when 
John de Wotton, sub-deacon, was presented. He held the living 
until his death in 1297.

Coram Rege Roll 17. Trinity, 3 Edward I, 1275, m. 18 d. 
Leic.

Juliana, who was the wife of Robert Moton, v. Thomas, son 
of John de Sutton, in a plea of burning the grass of Juliana at 
Kirkby Malore.
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De Banco Roll 17. Mich., 4/5 Edward I, 1276, m. 107, 
Leic.

John de Lodbrok v. William Moton in a plea that he warrant 
him two parts of two virgates of land in Cotmtesthorp which 
Thomas Malure claims as his right.

Miscellaneous Inquisitions No. 1126. Taken at Leicester 
on Wednesday after the Annunciation of B.V. Mary, 6 Edward I, 
1277.

The jury say that William of Baggeworth and others used to 
come twice yearly to the court of the view of frankpledge of Robert 
Moton, the father of William Moton, whose heir William is, in 
Congerstone, and William's ancestors from time beyond memory 
have peacefully enjoyed that liberty. The tenants of the lands in 
Neuton ought to come to that court by reason of their residence 
within the said liberty, because they hold their lands of the liberty, 
and withdrew themselves when the said William Moton was under 
age and in the wardship of William Bagot four years past.

N.B.—This looks as if William Moton came of age in 1273.

De Banco Roll 31. Mich., 8 Edward I, 1279, m. 56, Leic.
Alexander, son of Robert Moton, demands against Andrew de 

Estleye 2 virgates of land and half of 11s. rent in Sutton juxta 
Broughton.

De Banco Roll 92. Hilary, 20 Edward I, 1292, m. 162 d. 
Leic.

Edmund, the king's brother, Robert de Castro and Hugh 
Corbet were summoned to answer William Moton in a plea where 
fore they took William's cattle on Tuesday next before the feast 
of the Ascension, 18 Edward I, namely, 2 oxen and 5 cows in the 
vill of Peghelton, and drove them as far as the park of the said 
Edmund in the same vill, and there impounded them, by which 
William Moton is damaged 40 shillings.

N.B.—The park may be Tooley park.

Cal. Close Rolls 1296-1302, p. 161, 26 April, 1298.
Order to the sheriff of Leicester to deliver to Blanche, queen 

of Navarre, late the wife of Edmund, the king's brother, the manor 
of Leicester, with the manors of Hinkele, Shilton and Dersford, 
together with the parks of Hinkele, Dersford, and Tolawe (Tooley) 
as part of her dower.

Cal. Pat. Rolls 1292-1301, p. 611, 24 Oct., 1301.
Appointment of William Moton, William le Waleys and John 

de Holt to assess the fifteenth lately granted to the king, and to 
tax, collect, levy and pay it at the Exchequer in three instalments, 
the first on the morrow of St. Martin next, the second a fortnight 
after Easter and a third a fortnight after Midsummer.

Cal. Close Rolls 1307-1313, p. 81, 8 Nov., 1308.
Order to the sheriff of Leicester to deliver to William Moton
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seisin of 2 messuages and 2 bovates of land and appurtenances, 
except one acjje and three roods of land, in Sutton juxta Brough- 
ton, which Robert of Ayleston, outlawed for felony, held of him, 
they having been in the king's hands for a year and1 a day. The 
township of Sutton juxta Broughton now holds the premises, and 
has the king's year and day, for which it ought to answer.

Assize Roll 4/5 Edward II, 1310.
Bogo, son of William Moton, v. William de Charneles, of 

Snarkeston, in a plea of assize of mort d' ancestor.

De Banco Roll 207. Mich., 8 Edward II, 1314, m. 89 d. 
Leic.

William Moton v. Adam Tebbe, of Thringston, in a plea of 
debt of £31.

Assize Roll 469. Easter, 10 Edward II, 1316, m. 20 d. 
Leic.

The assize came to recognise whether Bertrama, who was the 
wife of Robert le Gentil, John, son of William Moton, and Eustace 
Moton, his brother, William le Hayward and John, son of 
Beatrice, unjustly disseised William le Gentil of his free tenement 
in Carlton juxta Boseworth, namely, 3 messuages, 3 bovates and a 
moiety of an acre of land. William le Gentil said that the tene 
ments were in the seisin of Robert le Gentil, uncle of the said 
William, whose heir he is. William le Gentil recovered his seisin, 
but is in mercy for a false claim against John Moton and Eustace, 
his brother.

Cal. Close Rolls 1318-1323, p. 575. 18 August, 1322.
Enrolment of release by Alice, late the wife of Thomas, earl of 

Lancaster, daughter and heiress of Henry de Lacy, late earl of 
Lincoln, granting to the king her right in the constableship of 
Lincoln castle, her right in the manor of Saltfleteby, co. Lincoln, 
and other manors in divers counties. Witnessed by Sir William 
Moton, the elder, Sir William Moton, the younger, knights, Ralph 
Turvill, Geoffrey de Skeffington, and othfers. Dated at Earl 
Shilton.

N.B.—After the defeat of Thomas, earl of Lancaster, at 
Boroughbridge on 16 March, 1322, the king compelled his relict 
Alice to surrender her properties.

De Banco Roll 255. Hilary, 18 Edward II, 1325, m. 218 d.

William of Leycester, parson of the church of Gilmorton, v. 
John Moton, William Moton, the younger, chivaler, Eustace Moton 
and Thomas de Esteley in pleas of debt of 8 marks each.

Cal. Close Rolls 1327-1330. 6 Nov., 1327, p. 182.
Order to William Trussel, escheator beyond Trent, not to inter 

meddle further with 40 acres of land in Lachyndon, co. Essex, 
which were taken into the late king's hand by reason of the death
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of Eudo la Souche, as it is found by inquisition taken by John de 
Blumvill, the late king's escheator in co. Essex, that Eudo held 
no lands at his death of the late king in his demesne as of fee, but 
that he held the said 40 acres of the inheritance of Joan, his wife, 
by a service of 10s. to the ward of Dover castle yearly, and certain 
other lands of divers lords by various services, and the king has 
taken the fealty of William Moton, who has now married the said 
Joan, for the lands there held of him, and he has rendered them to 
William Moton and Joan.

N.B.—Joan was the daughter and heir of William Inge, 
deceased; her mother was Margery, one of the four daughters and 
heirs of Henry Grapenel, of Lachendon, co. Essex. A partition of 
the Grapenel inheritance was agreed to on 24 June, 27 Edward I, 
1299, Margery receiving the manor of Lachendon as her share. 
Cf. Inq. p.m. Henry Grapenel, Edward III, File 2/16, Vol. vii, p. 
19. Eudo la Zouche was indicted for the murder of Roger Beler, 
and fled the country and died in Paris.

Lay Subsidy 133-1. 1 Edward III. 1327. Peyghtilton.
From William Moton 5s.

Eleanor de Seagrave, 12d. 
Thomas Moton, 12d. 
William Graunt, 12d. 
Hugh son of Ralph 18d. 
Thomas Faber, 12d. 
Christiana wife of John, 18d. 
John le Hayward 12d. 
William son of John 12d. 
Thomas son of William 12d. 
Walter Attebrokes 12d. 

Sum 16s.

De Banco Roll 269. Easter, 1 Edward III, 1327, m. 69, 
Leic.

The essoiner of Robert de Charneles, parson of the church of 
Swepston, v. William Moton, the elder, one of the executors of 
the will of Ralph Turvill, in a plea of debt of 10 marks.

Fine co. Bucks. Quindene of St. John the Baptist, 1 Edward 
III, 1327.

Between John Moton and Warin, his brother, plaintiffs, and 
William Moton and Joan, his wife, defendants of a messuage, 2 
carucates of land, 20 acres of wood, 40s. rent and the moiety of a 
mill in Stoke Mandevile. William and Joan granted for themselves 
and the heirs of Joan that they will warrant the tenements to the 
said John and Warin and the heirs of John against all men for ever. 
And for this acknowledgment John and Warin gave to William 
and Joan 100 silver marks.

N.B.—This fine was probably levied for the purposes of a 
trust, for Lipscombe says in his History of Bucks, ii, p. 446, that 
Oldbury manor in Stoke Mandeville was held, at his death in 1391, 
by William Moton, the owner of Peckleton, showing that the 
property in Stoke Mandeville still remained in the possession of 
the head of the family. The Stoke Mandeville property was part 
of the inheritance of Joan the wife of William Moton, who obtained 
a large increase of property by marrying Joan. The inquisition
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taken after the death of Joan's first husband Eudo la Zouche gives the 
particulars of .her inheritance in the counties of Kent, Essex, 
Oxford, Bedford and Buckingham (Edward II, File 101/13, Vol. vi, 
p. 465). No property belonging to Eud'o, who apparently held 
nothing in chief of the king, is recited. The inquisition is really 
by writ of certiorari on Joan's petition, as the daughter and heir 
of William Inge, for delivery of her estates which had been taken 
into the king's hand by the felony of Eudo, who died in Paris on 
25 April, 1326, and was buried in the church of the friars of St. 
Augustine there, having crossed the sea without the king's licence, 
after he was indicted of causing the death of Roger Beler in the 
preceding January in the fields of Brooksby. This murder is always 
attributed to Eustace Foleville, but whereas Eustace did not run 
away, but received a full pardon, Eudo did run away and died; no 
doubt whether Eudo was guilty or not, he would have been 
pardoned if he had stayed, as all the others were, and William 
Moton would have been a much poorer man.

The inquisition after the death of William Inge was taken on 
16 August, 15 Edward II, 1322 (File 70/5). His daughter Joan, aged 22 
or 23, was declared to be his heir and the wife of Eudo la Zouche. 
He held property in nine counties.

De Banco Roll 279. Mich., 3 Edward III, 1329, m. 336, 
Leic.

William of Leycester, parson of the church of Gilmorton, v. 
William Moton, of Peckleton, the younger, in a plea of 8 marks.

Ibid. m. 106 d. Leic.
Robert de Charneles, parson of the church of Swepston, v. 

William Moton, the elder, in a plea of 10 marks.

Ibid. m. 291 d. Leic.
William, son of William Charneles, v. William Moton, the 

elder, in a plea of 3 messuages and 2 virgates of land in 
Congerston.

Fine Roll, 26 May, 1329.
Commitment to William Moton of the wardship of the lands 

late of Robert Poutrel, of Prestwold, tenant of the king by reason 
of the lands late of Henry de Beaumont being for certain causes in 
the king's hand, to hold until the lawful age of the said heir, as 
also of the marriage of the heir, and for similar reasons commit 
ment to the same William of the wardship of the lands late of 
Alice, who was the wife of Thomas le Brun, of Burton on the wolds, 
to hold until the lawful age of the heir of the said Thomas and 
Alice, as also of the marriage of the heir.

N.B.—Henry de Beaumont was in temporary disgrace, but was 
soon restored to his estates. Richard Poutrel, son of John Poutrel, 
deceased, was kinsman and heir (probably grandchild) of Robert 
Poutrel, aged 18 years.

Lay Subsidy 133-2. 6 Edward III, 1332.
From William Moton, 5s.

Richard de Segrave, 2s.
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From Thomas Moton, 12d. 
William Grant, 12d. 
Hugh son of Ralph, 18d. 
Thomas Faber, 12d. 
Christiana relict of John, 18d. 
John le Hayward, 12d. 
Walter atte Brok, 12d. 
Thomas son of William, 18d. 
William son of John, 18d. 

Sum 18s.

De Banco Roll 295. Trinity, 7 Edward III, 1333, m. 112, 
Leic.

William, son of William Moton, demands against Henry 
Boughey and Alice, his wife, a messuage and virgate of land in 
Cunegeston as his right and inheritance, into which Henry and 
Alice have no entry except by Robert de Charneles, who unjustly 
disseised therefrom Robert Moton, the uncle of the said William, 
son of William, whose heir William is, in the time of king Henry 
III. Henry and Alice came and said that they hold the said tene 
ments for term of life, of the inheritance of a certain William, 
son of William de Charneles, of Snarkeston, the reversion of which 
belongs to him, and they call the said William to warrant. Let 
them have him at York on the morrow of All Souls by the aid of 
the court, and summon him in the said county.

N.B.—Query whether Boughey or Doughty is the surname of 
the defendants.

Fine. co. Derby. Mich., 9 Edward III, 1335.
Between William Moton and Joan, his wife, plaintiffs, and 

Philip la Zouche, defendant of 4 messuages and 4 virgates of land 
in Octhorpe which William la Zouche of Octhorpe holds for life. 
Grant to William Moton and Joan and the heirs of William Moton 
for ever.

N.B.—Oakthorpe is a hamlet in Repton hundred, co. Derby, 
3 miles south-west from Ashby de la Zouch.

Fine Roll, 7 April, 1336.
Commission to William Moton and Hugh Tnrvill to sue and 

receive from the towns of the county of Leicester as much money 
of the fifteenth and tenth granted for the defence of the king's 
realm and other lands against the Scots as they paid in the last 
such grant.

Assize Roll 1400. 13 Edward III, 1339, m. 161 d. Leic.
On Wednesday in the third week of Lent. The assize came to 

recognise whether Henry Moton and William Grant disseised 
William Moton of his free tenement in Peckleton, namely, of the 
manor of Peckleton. Henry came and said that the assize ought 
not to be made, because the said manor was in the seisin of the 
said Henry, by the gift and enfeoffment of the said William Moton, 
who, by his writing remised and quitclaimed to the said Henry 
all his right and claim that he had or could have in the manor, 
thus : " To all the faithful of Christ to whom the present writing 
shall come, William Moton, knight, greeting in the Lord. Whereas
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I, William, have enfeoffed Sir Henry Moton, my brother, in the 
manor of Peckleton with appurtenances, without any retention, 
to have and to hold to the said Henry, his heirs and assigns, of 
the chief lords of the fee by the right and accustomed service for 
ever, as in my charter made to the said Henry therefore is more 
fully contained. Know ye that I have granted and confirmed the 
said manor to the said Henry, his heirs and assigns for ever to 
hold of me and of my heirs.

Witnesses, Sir Robert de Campania, Sir Roger la Zouche, and 
Sir Ralph Malore, knights, Robert de Stapelton, John Cheynel, 
Richard de Segrave, Maurice Chaumberleyn, William Grant and 
others.

Dated at Peckleton on Sunday before St. James the Apostle, 
8 Edward IH, 1334."

And William Moton cannot gainsay that the writing aforesaid 
is his deed. Therefore William takes nothing by the assize, but 
is in mercy for a false claim.

N.B.—Sir Henry Moton was archdeacon of Stow. The fine was 
probably levied for the purpose of a trust.

On the Patent Rolls of 25 April, 1341, 2 July. 1342, and 25 Nov., 
1343, William Moton was appointed as commissioner for the peace 
in co. Leicester.

Patent Roll, 12 April, 1345.
Commission of oyer and terminer to Roger de Bankwell, John 

de Charneles, Simon Pakeman and John Levere, on complaint by 
William Moton, chivaler, that John, the parson's son of Nayleston, 
Henry, the parson's brother of Nayleston, Henry, son of Roger de 
Drayton, of Nayleston, William Prat of Boresworth and others 
carried off William's goods at Husbands Bosworth and assaulted 
his men and servants whereby William lost their services for a 
long time.

Wrottesley's Crecy and Calais, p. 65, 1346.
Mandate to the arrayers of men at arms, hobelars and archers 

in the county of Leicester, for the passage abroad, not to compel 
William Moton, knight, and others to set out with the king, nor 
to provide men at arms, hobelars or archers, because they are of 
the retinue of the archbishop of Canterbury for the defence of 
England towards the marches of Scotland. Witness the king at 
Westminster, 17 February. French Roll.

Nichols' History iv, p. 869. Roll of Aids.
In 1346, William Moton, on the aid then granted to the king 

for knighting Edward of Woodstock, the king's eldest son, was 
assessed 5s. for half a quarter of one knight's fee in Peckleton and 
Stapleton, parcel of the honour of Leicester.

Patent Roll, 20 May, 1348.
Commission to William Moton and Simon Pakeman to make 

inquisition in co. Leicester touching the persons who by night 
broke the close of Robert de Sadyngton at Humberston, he being 
in the king's service, fished in his tanks and stews there, carried 
away fish therefrom and other goods and assaulted his men and 
servants whereby he lost their service for a great time.
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Catalogue of Ancient Deeds, vi, p. 356, C. 6523.
William Moton, knight, witness to a charter of John Grym, 

of Hathecote, dated Monday after St. Mark, 26 Edward III, 1352.

Patent Roll, 8 July, 1356.
Mandate to sheriffs and others to arrest all persons prose 

cuting appeals in derogation of the judgment of the justices of the 
Bench whereby William Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, lately 
recovered their presentation to the church of Chelrey against John de 
la Beche, chivaler, Walter de Frethorn and others.

N.B.—Childrey, co. Berks., was in the hundred of Wanting, 
2 miles west of Wantage. There were three manors in Childrey, 
known by the names of Frethorne, Maltravers and Rampions. 
John de Frethorn held the manor of Childrey and died on 20 May, 
1353, leaving a widow named Elisabeth, who probably married, as 
his second wife, William Moton, hence their connection with 
Childrey. [Lysons" Magna Britannia, Berkshire, p. 259.]

De Banco Roll 411. Mich., 36 Edward III, 1362, m. 75 d. 
I^eic.

William of Chiltwod, clerk, executor of the will of Elisabeth, 
who was the wife of William Moton, chivaler, v. Robert Motoa, 
chivaler, in a plea of £20.

Inq. p.m. Robert Moton, chivaler. File 194. Taken at 
Hinckley on Thursday after St. Thomas the Apostle, 41 Edward 
III, 1367.

Before William atte More, the escheator, and on the oath of 
John de Stapelton, Ralph Turvill and others (named) who say that 
Robert Moton, chivaler, held nothing of the king in chief in the 
county of Leicester on the day he died, but that a certain William 
Marchal, of Stapelton, held in fee of the said Robert, on the day that 
Robert died, a messuage and 9 virgates of land in Stapelton by 
knight service, which messuage and land Robert held in fee of the 
duke of Lancaster and Blanche, his wife, as in right of Blanche, 
by knight service.

Robert Moton died on Monday the 19th day of July last past. 
And William Moton is his son and heir and 13 years old.

N.B.—Robert Moton had married Alice, daughter and co-heir 
of Ralph Basset of Sapcote, and if we were to place implicit reliance 
on the ages of heirs as given in these inquisitions post mortem, 
we should be compelled to regard Alice as a most precocious young 
person. According to the inquisition taken after the death of her 
father, Alice was born in the year 1348, while according to the 
inquisition taken after the death of her husband Sir Robert Moton, 
chivaler, she had a son William who was born in 1354, and accord 
ing to G.E.C. Complete Peerage, vol. ii, p. 8, note d., her first 
husband was a certain Sir Laurence Dutton, kt., therefore Alice had 
had two husbands and had given birth to a son by the second 
husband before she was 7 years old.

We can correct G.E.C. from the Close Roll dated 27 Sept., 1378, 
which tells us that Alice has taken to husband Sir Laurence de 
Ditton, knight, in whose presence the escheator in co. Northants. is 
ordered to take an oath of Alice's step-mother that she will not
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marry a second husband without the king's licence, so Sir Laurence 
was alive in 4378, and as Sir Robert Moton died in 1367, it is 
manifest that Sir Robert was the first and not the second husband 
of Alice.

The probability is that Alice's age was incorrectly given in her 
father's inquisition, and that she was born at least as early as 1338 
and probably earlier.

Lay Subsidy 133-26. 1377. Poll Tax.
The unit for this poll tax was fourpence per head, husband and 

wife being reckoned as one person, but it was graduated for those 
who were held to be wealthy, e.g. a squire paid from 3s. 4d. to 
6s. 8d., a knight usually paid 20s. and so on in an ascending scale 
to barons who paid £2 and earls £4 each. It was hoped that the 
tax would produce £50,000 but it only produced £22,000.
From William Moton, knight, From William Milner and wife

20s. Henry Balysman
Henry Baly, fermer, 12d. Joan Grane
Letitia de Lye, widow, 8d. Joan Carter
Thomas Watteston John o' the chambre
Henry Fraunceys and John Magotson and wife

wife John Coudray and wife
Henry, his son Alice, his daughter
William Watteson and Christiana Harper

wife William Harper
John Harper and wife John Lymley and wife
Thomas son of Walter Alice Tonsetyve
William o" the grene Robert Smyth and wife

and wife William son of Laurence
Robert Richardson and Thomas Jonson and wife

wife Elena de Lye
Laurence Bagworth William Watteson and
John de Ayleston and wife

wife John de Caryngton and
William in the lane wife
Robert Power and wife Matilda Lady
Thomas Grane and wife Symon Rogerson and
John Symson and wife wife
Thomas Mastere Writh James and wife (sic)

and wife, 6d. Roger Ryal and wife
Alice, his daughter Sum 34s. 6d.

De Banco Roll 478. Easter, 5 Richard II, 1380, m. 496, 
Buk.

The sheriff was ordered to make an extent on oath of the manor of 
Stoke by Aylesbury, which William la Zouche of Haringworth 
demands against Alice, who was the wife of Robert Moton, chivaler, 
and of which the said Alice in court here called to warrant William, 
son of Robert, son of William Moton. Let him be summoned in 
the counties of Buckingham and Leicester.

Inquisition p.m. William Moton, chivaler. File 75. Taken 
at Leicester on the Feast of the Epiphany, 16 Richard II, 1393.

The jury say that William held nothing of the king in chief in 
the county of Leicester on the day he died, but long before his
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death he held the manor of Peckleton, of John, duke of Lancaster, 
service unknown, and worth 20 marks. He also held a moiety of 
the manor of Sapcote of the same duke, worth 10 marks; also a 
moiety of the manor of Staunton, held of Baldwin Frevyll, service 
not known, and worth 100s. He also held 5 messuages and 6 vir- 
gates of land in Congeston, of the heirs of the earl of Pembroke, 
service not known, and worth 7 marks. Also a virgate of land in 
Osberston, held of the duke of Lancaster, worth 6s. 8d. And a 
messuage and a virgate and a half in Wykyngeston, held of Roger 
de Swyllyngton, worth 24s., service not known.

Also he held a rent of 26s. yearly for certain lands in Sharnford, 
of Walter Deyereux, service not known, and a yearly rent in Button, 
held of William de Asteley, chiyaler, rents of 4s. in Frollesworth 
and 13s. 4d. in Upton, held of William Mareschall.

Long before his death William Moton enfeoffed Sir Alan of 
Kerby, rector of Kirkby Malory church, Simon de Sherford, Robert 
de Langham and Henry Bailly, of Peckleton, their heirs and 
assigns, in all his lands in Bereford, co. Warwick, which feoffees 
occupied the same and take the issues.

In co. Bucks. William Moton held the manor of Oldebury in 
Stoke Mandeville, of the bishop of Lincoln by service of a third 
part of a knight's fee, which manor is worth 10 marks, and the 
jury say that William did not die intestate, and that his wife, whose 
name they do not know, took the issues and profits of the manor from 
the said 12th day of October until the feast of St. Luke next 
ensuing, because it did not appear to her before the said day of St. 
Luke whether the said William, late her husband, was dead or not. 
And Walter Blount, chivaler, mainprised her, and held and still 
holds and takes the issues and profits of the manor by a grant of 
the king of his special grace to the said Walter made, until the lawful 
age of the heir of the said William Moton.

William Moton died on 8 September, 15 Richard II, 1391.
And Robert Moton is his son and heir and 17 years old on 8 

December last. And Sir Walter Blount, chivaler, has occupied the 
lands and tenements since the death of the said William Moton, 
by what title the jury (in co. Leicester) are unaware.

N.B.—In the Cal. Close Rolls 1392-6, p. 201, 23 Feb., 1394. The 
king's commission to Sir Walter Blount, given in ignorance of the 
enfeoffments of his manors and lands made by Sir William Moton 
in his lifetime to the trustees, is revoked. The date of the enfeoff- 
ment to Kerby and the others is given as 2 March, 1378, by charter 
dated at Peckleton, and included the manor of Peckleton and all 
the lands and rents in Leicestershire mentioned in the above 
inquisition, together with the advowsons of Peckleton and Con- 
gerston churches, and the reversion of all lands and rents in 
Billesdon and Countesthorpe held for life by Ralph Moton.

De Banco Roll 568. Hilary, 4 Henry IV, 1403, m. 138, Leic.
Robert Moton, chivaler, son of William Moton, chivaler, v. 

John Whytgrif, of Lichfield. carpenter, in a plea of £10.

De Banco Roll 592. Hilary, 10 Henry IV, 1409, m. 162 d. 
Leic.

John Olney, of Holt, v. Agnes, who was the wife of William 
Moton, chivaler, in a plea of debt of £40.



THE MANOR OF PECKLETON I 25 

De Banco Roll 616. Hilary, 2 Henry V, 1415, m. 165 d.

John Petyngale, clerk, v. Robert Moton, knight, in a plea of £20.

De Banco Roll 622. Trinity, 4 Henry V, 1416, m. 7, Leic.
Richard Hastings, chivaler, v. Robert Moton, of Peckleton, 

knight, in a plea of debt of 20 marks.

De Banco Roll 715. Midi., 18 Henry VI, 1439, m. 177 d. 
Leic.

Richard Danet v. Robert Moton, of Peckleton, knight, in a plea 
of having abducted Richard's servant at Leycester.

De Banco Roll 721. Easter, 19 Henry VI, 1441, m. 76, 
Leic.

Robert Langham v. Robert Moton, knight, of Peckleton. and 
Alan Moton, of Peckleton, esq., in a plea of damage at Potters 
Marston.

Close Roll 291. 19 Henry VI, 10 April, 1441, m. 14.
Know all men, that I,Robert Moton, of Peckleton, knight, have 

appointed and set in my place Alan Moton, my brother, and John 
Hancok, as my true and lawful attornies singly and conjointly to 
deliver for me and in my name to the venerable father in Christ, 
John Stafford, bishop of Bath and Wells, chancellor of England, 
John, viscount Beaumont, Edward Grey, kt., Henry Beaumont, esq., 
William Mulso, esq., Edmund Mulso, esq., and Humphrey Charles, 
esq., full and peaceful seisin of my manor of Peckleton, co. 
Leicester, with the appurtenances and all lands, tenements, woods, 
closes, meadows, pastures, rents and services which I have in the 
yill and fields of Peckleton, and also in all my lands and tenements 
in Chetehill, co. Stafford, according to the form of a certain charter 
to the bishop and the others made by me. In witness of which I 
have set my seal to these presents. Dated 10 April 19 Henry VI, 
1441.

Mem. that Robert Moton came into the Chancery at Westminster 
on 24 May and acknowledged the above writing as his deed.

N.B.—Cheadle is a small town 14 miles north-north-east from 
Stafford. Alan Moton, brother of Sir Robert, married Joan, daughter 
and heir of Edmund de Stapleton.

British Museum. Add. Charters No. 26927. 1444.
We, Thomas Assheby, of Loseby, co. Leic., and Robert Lang 

ham, of Coppeshall, co. Leic., esq., are firmly bound to Robert 
Moton, kt., and Elisabeth, his wife, in 110 marks of lawful money 
of England, to pay the same to the said Robert and Elisabeth, or 
either of them, or their certain attorney, on the feast of St. Thomas 
the Apostle next to come after the date of these presents. Dated 
13 December, 23 Henry VI, 1444.

Endorsed on the back "The condition of this obligation is that if 
Robert Langham, his heirs or assigns, cause to be made to the within 
written Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, their heirs and assigns,
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at the cost of the said Robert and Elisabeth, their heirs and assigns, 
a sufficient, secure and lawful seisin of and in the manor of Basset 
House, co. Leic., before the feast of St. Peter ad vincula (1 August) 
next ensuing this date; and if John Langham, the son and heir 
apparent of the said Robert Langham, remits for himself and his 
heirs all his right and claim in the aforesaid manor, when he comes 
to full age, to the possession of the said Robert Moton and Elisa 
beth, their heirs and assigns, then this obligation shall be void, or 
otherwise remain in force."

Inquisition p.m. Reginald Moton (son and heir of Sir Robert 
Moton). File 118/17. Taken at Leicester on Tuesday after All 
Saints, 24 Henry VI, 1445.

Before John Aylesbury, the escheator, and a jury who say that 
a certain Roger Stoke was seised of the manor of Thurleston and 12 
messuages, 7 virgates of land and £7 5s. 8d. of rent in Wigston, 
held of the king, as of the honor of Leicester. And Roger Stoke, 
so seised, gave the above to certain Robert de Campania and Mar 
garet his wife and their issue, who had issue Margaret and died. 
Margaret entered on the premises and took to husband Geoffrey 
Bugg, of Leyk, and had issue Edmund Bugg, and died. Edmund 
entered on the premises, and died, to whom succeeded Baldwin 
Bugg, as son and heir of Edmund. Baldwin died without issue. 
The premises came then to Margaret, late the wife of Reginald 
Moton, as sister and next heir of Baldwin Bugg. Margaret entered 
on the premises, and is still seised thereof. Reginald Moton and 
Margaret, his wife, as in right of Margaret, held the manor, etc., 
worth 6 marks, and lands, etc., worth £10.

A certain Robert Moton. knight, was lately seised of a moiety 
of the manor of Stoney Staunton and the advowson of the church, 
held of Thomas Ferrers, esq., and worth 4 marks; and also of a 
messuage, 2 virgates of land and 12s. 7d. rent in Countesthorp, held 
of.the king, as of the honor of Leicester, worth 30s.; also of 2 
messuages and 3 virgates of land in Sutton juxta Broughton Astley, 
held of Joan de Asteley, and worth 50s., and 6 virgates of land in 
Stoney Staunton, held of the prior of Coventry, worth 30s. And, 
so seised, by his charter, Robert Moton, kt., granted the aforesaid 
properties to Reginald Moton and Margaret, his wife, and their 
lawful issue. Reginald, so seised, died and Margaret survives, 
and is still seised. Reginald Moton died on 31 March last. And 
Anne, aged 9 years, and Elisabeth, aged 7 years, are the daughters 
and next heirs of Reginald Moton.

N.B.—The above descent of the manor of Thurleston omits 
several particulars. It is true that the manor eventually came to 
Margaret, sister and heir of Baldwin Bugg, but it omits to say that 
Margaret married Richard Turvill and had a son William Turvill, 
before she married Reginald Moton. Margaret married a third 
time ; Thomas Everingham was her choice, and she outlived him, and 
died on 5 April, 1474, having outlived her son William Tun-ill, and 
she was succeeded by her grandson John, the eldest son of William 
Turvill.

Early Chancery Proceedings 13/162. Writ dated 2 July, 
23 Henry VI, 1445.

As to the truth contained in a petition before us in Chancery 
by Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, v. Alan Moton, brother of 
the said Robert.
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Beseecheth meekly Robert Moton and Elizabeth, his wife, that 
whereas John Bagot, kt., Robert del Temple of Whelesburgh, Rauff 
Lambert, clerk, and Alan Moton, brother of the said Robert, were 
enfeoffed by the said Robert in the manor of Peckleton, co. 
Leicester, with other lands and tenements in the said shire and 
the shires of Stafford and Lincoln, upon Trust, and to that intent 
that the aforesaid feoffees should make estate of the said manor 
to the said Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, to have and to 
hold to them and the heirs and assigns of the said Robert Moton 
the which feoffees have made estate of the said manor and lands 
according to the intent of the said Robert Moton, and yet, notwith 
standing the estate made by the said feoffees as abpvesaid, it is a 
slander in the said shire of Leicester that the said Alan Moton 
should have made a state of the said manor, lands and tenements 
to Reynold Moton, now dead, the which Reynold was son and heir 
apparent of the said Robert Moton, or to other person or persons, 
to the use and profit of the same Reynold, after the estate made by 
the said Robert Moton to the said Alan and his co-feoffees, and 
afore the estate made by the said Alan and his co-feoffees to the 
said Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, according, as it is 
abovesaid, to bar, exclude and put out the said Elisabeth of her 
joynture of the said manor, lands and tenements, after the death 
of the said Robert Moton, contrary to the intent aforesaid. Please 
it your good lordship the premises tenderly to consider and foras 
much as the said Alan is impotent and may in no wise travel, and 
is heavy and sorry of the noise and slander surmitted upon him, as 
it is abovesaid, and also for the security of the said Robert and 
Elisabeth, to grant to your said beseechers a dedimus potestatem to 
be directed to William Ascogh, one of the justices of our lord the 
king of his common Bench to examine the said Alan of the premises 
and the circumstances thereof.

William Ascogh deposes that he went on Thursday the feast of 
St. Mary Magdalen (22 July) 23 Henry VI, 1445, at Leicester, to 
Alan Moton, and there before John Pomerey, the abbot of the 
monastery of St. Mary in the meadows of Leicester, and John Danet, 
esquire, and other faithful men, the said Alan Moton said he was 
enfeoffed by Robert Moton in the manor of Peckleton, co. Leic., 
and the trustees enfeoffed Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, 
to hold the manor, etc., to them Robert and Elisabeth, and the 
heirs and assigns of Robert Moton for ever, and that they made no 
feoffment nor any other estate to Reynold Moton, now dead, son 
and heir of the said Robert Moton, nor to any other person or 
persons, of the manor lands and tenements aforesaid, nor of any 
parcel of them.

N.B.—Nichols, in his History iv, p. 869, is apparently writing 
under a misconception of the facts when he says that " Sir Robert 
Moton, being desirous of male issue, took a second wife in his old 
age, Elisabeth, daughter of Sir Edmund Mulsho, kt., and by her 
had a son, called William, whereupon, endeavouring to continue 
his lands in his name, and to prefer his son by his second wife 
before the two daughters of Reginald, his eldest son, deceased, he 
levied a fine in 1451, of this manor of Peckleton and several other 
manors, and took back an estate to himself and his second wife 
and the heirs general of their two bodies. Upon which injurious 
settlement high contests arising between old Sir Robert and his 
grandchildren they were at last referred to the arbitration of John, 
viscount Beaumont."
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De Banco Roll 740. Hilary, 24 Henry VI, 1446, m. 360, 
Leic.

John Bat-tram, kt., and Joan, his wife, demand v. Margaret, who 
was the wife of Reginald Moton, late esquire, the manor of Wyg- 
geston and 18 messuages, 15} virgates of land. Us. 6d. rent and 
rents of a rose, a Ib. of cummin and 2 capons in Wyggeston, into 
which Margaret has no entry except by Baldwin Bug, esq., the 
brother of the said Margaret, who demised them to her, who thence 
unjustly disseised the said John Bartram and Toan. Margaret asks 
for leave to imparl.

Early Chancery Proceedings, 22/114.
Sheweth meekly Robert Moton, knight, that when Reynold, his 

eldest son, should marry with Margaret, cousin to Bartilmewe 
Brokesby, your beseecher promised to give lands and tenements to 
the yearly value of £20, to hold to the said Reynold and Margaret 
and the issue of Reynold, which to be performed your said 
beseecher bound himself to the said Bartilmewe in 400 marks, and 
so fulfilled his promise. And now the said Reynold is dead, and 
the said Margaret is wed to Thomas Everingham, sqnier, which 
as the common voice is by assent betwixt him and divers of the 
executors of the said Bartilmewe, into whose hands, after the death 
of the said Bartilmewe (he died IS August, 1448) the said obligation 
is come, who intending to trouble your sai_d beseecher by the said 
obligation, affirming that the said obligation was made to other 
intent than abovesaid, whereas the reverse thereof is well known 
to divers persons yet living and to some, of the said executors if 
they would depose the truth. Please your good lordship to give 
several writs of subpoena to Richard Byngham, justice, Henry 
Priour of Kirkby Sellers, John Dansey, the elder, John Dansey the 
younger, Thomas Nele of Wolston and John Foster of Assheby, the 
executors of the will of the said Bartilmewe Brookesby_ to appear 
in chancery and show wherefore the said obligation, the intent of 
making which duly is performed, ought not to be redelivered to 
your said beseecher for his discharge.

Fine. Oct. Purification, 30 Henry VI, 1452.
Between Thomas Byllyng and Thomas Bytteswell, plaintiffs, and 

Robert Moton, knight, and Elisabeth, his wife, defendants of the 
manor of Peckleton and 8 messuages, a toft, 8 virgates of land in 
Conston and the advowsons of the churches of Peckleton and 
Conston (Congerstone) co. Leicester. The plaintiffs granted the 
manor, etc., to the defendants and their issue, in default to the 
heirs of Thomas Bytteswell for ever. The above is only the 
Leicestershire portion of the fine. The manor of Cheadle, co. 
Stafford was included in the fine.

De Banco Roll 775. Mich., 33 Henry VI, 1454, m. 58, 
Leic.

Robert Moton, knight, v. John Rivell, of Leicester, yeoman, 
in a plea of 40s.

De Banco Roll 780. Hilary, 34 Henry VI, 1456, m. 335 d.
Stafford.
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Edward Mulsho, kt. ( John Mulsho, the elder, and John Mulsho, 
the younger, sued Robert Moton and Elisabeth, his wife, for the 
manor of Cheadle. Robert and Elisabeth came, and called to warrant 
Thomas Gerveys, but afterwards made default, and the plaintiffs 
recovered the manor.

De Banco Roll 786. Trinity, 35 Henry VI, 1457, m. 297. 
Leic.

Elisabeth, who was the wife of Robert Moton, knight, v. Richard 
Wykys, of Normanton Turvyle, knight, in a plea of 4 marks. 

N.B.—Robert Moton, knight, died in 1456.

De Banco Roll 800. Trinity, 39 Henry VI, 1460, m. 203, 
Leic.

William Grymesby, esquire, and Anne, his wife, and Ralph 
Pole, the younger, and Elisabeth, his wife, v. Elisabeth, who was 
the wife of Robert Moton, knight, in a plea of having made waste 
and destruction of property (she held in dower).

N B.—Anne and Elisabeth were the daughters and co-heirs of 
Reginald Moton.

Close Roll 314. 2 Edward IV, 1462, m. 18.
To all the faithful of Christ, etc. Richard Moton, brother of 

Robert Moton, knight, now deceased, greeting. Know ye that I the 
said Richard have remised and altogether for me and my heirs 
have for ever quitclaimed to Elisabeth who was the wife of the said 
Robert Moton, and the heirs and assigns of the said Elisabeth, all 
my right and claim which I have or ever can have in the manor of 
Peckleton with the appurtenances, together with the advowson of 
Peckleton church, also of taking the profits of housebote, heybote 
and fyrebote in the woods of Scrathhowe, Swythehill and le Hore 
within the forest of Leicester, and the profits of 40 pigs in Tolawe 
(Toolev park) and in the manor of Cheadle and £10 12s. yearly rent 
in Cheadle, co. Stafford.

Witnesses, John Rokkeston, of Stapulton, esq., Thomas o' the 
halle, of Newbold Verdon, esq., William Sutton, of Osbaston. gent., 
William Pegg, of Loughborough, gent., Richard Baker, rector of 
Kirkeby Mallory church, John Mallore, rector of Peckleton church, 
William Benet, Thomas Bytteswell and John Hancok, all three of 
Peckleton, and others.

Dated at Peckleton, 12 June, 38 Henry VI, 1460.
Mem. Richard Moton came before John Nedeham at Leicester 

on 20 April in this year and acknowledged the said writing.

De Banco Roll 828. Trinity, 8 Edward IV, 1468, m. 43, 
I/eic.

Elisabeth Moton, widow, v. John Buston, of Stapulton, milner, 
in a plea of 10 marks.

Cal. Pat. Rolls 1466-1476, p. 104. 26 August, 1468.
Commission to Richard Neel, Richard Hastynges and others to 

enquire what lands Elisabeth, who was the wife of Robert Moton, 
knight, held in the county of Leicester of the king in chief on the 
day she died and who is her next heir.
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De Banco Roll 839. Trinity, 11 Edward IV, 1471, m. 8 d. 
L/eic.

William Moton, esq., v. John Smith, of Dodford, husbandman, 
in a plea of damage at Peckleton.

Fine. Oct. St. Martin, 13 Edward IV, 1473.
Between Henry Wynter, esq., William Moton, esq., Robert Jakes, 

Thomas Hunte and John Langham, gents., plaintiffs, and Ralph 
Sacheverell, esq., and Elisabeth, his wife, defendants of 4 tofts, 65 
acres of land and 12 acres of meadow in Worthyngton and Neubold. 
Right of Henry Wynter with a clause of warranty against the heirs 
of Elisabeth.

Fine. Morrow of the Ascension, 18 Edward IV, 1478.
Between William Chauntry, dean of the college of the Newark 

of Leicester, William Grymesby, esq., William Moton, esq., Robert 
Mome, clerk, and Thomas Kebell, plaintiffs, and Elisabeth Palmer, 
widow, William Nevill and Katherine, his wife, Christopher Neel 
and Margery, his wife, Elisabeth Greneham, widow, and Brian 
Clapeham and Margaret, his wife, defendants of the advowson of 
Lubbenham church. Right of William Chauntry with warranty 
against the heirs of Elisabeth, Katherine, Margery, Elisabeth and 
Margaret.

N.B.—The plaintiffs were most probably trustees for William, 
lord Hastings, for they occur in this capacity in fines of the years 
1479 and 1480.

Elisabeth Palmer was relict of Thomas Palmer of Holt, and 
daughter and co-heir of William Bishopesdon, of Bishopesdon, co. 
Warwick, by Phillipa, daughter and heir of William Willcotes. 
Katherine Nevill and Margery Neel were respectively daughter and 
heir and granddaughter and heir of Thomas Palmer of Holt, by 
his second wife Elisabeth Bishopesdon. Elisabeth Greneham and 
Margaret Clapeham were daughters of Thomas Palmer of Holt 
by his first wife whose name has not so far come to hand.

De Banco Roll 870. Mich., 19 Edward IV, 1479, m. 58 d. 
L,eic.

William Moton, esq., v. John Lost, of Haverburgh, bocher, in a 
plea of taking William's goods and chattels at Haverburgh.

De Banco Roll 895. Hilary, 1 Henry VII, 1486, m. 213, 
Leic.

Thomas Kebell and Reginald Boteler, executors of the will of 
William Moton, esq., v. Henry Wright, of Pottersmerston, car 
penter in a plea of £10.

N.B.—William Moton died in 1481.

P.C.C. Wills. 25 Home. Will of Robert Moton, of Peckle 
ton. Dated at Peckleton on 13 June, 1498. Proved 20 October, 
1498.

My body to be buried in Peckleton church. To Leicester abbey



THE MANOR OF PECKLETON 131

20s. To every house of friars in Leicester 6s. 8d. To the Bedehouse 
of the Newarke.Ss. 4d. I will that a priest shall sing at Peckleton 
the space of 7 years for me. I will that if my heirs decease without 
lawful issue, the lands and tenements at Stoke (Golding) to be 
mortest for a chantry to pray for me, my wife and my ancestors. 
I will that my lands in Frollesworth be given to the house of 
Pollesworth. To my sister dame Margaret Mutton 5 marks in 
money. To my sisters Johane and Katerine 5 marks each. To 
the abbot of Leicester 5 marks. To my cousin Thomas Kebell 5 
marks. To the parson of Peckleton 40s. To Reginald Butlere all 
my lands and tenements in Ibstoke for life. To my sister Alice 
20s. To John Piper 2ps. The residue of all my lands and goods to be 
disposed after the discretion of the abbot of Leicester, my cousin 
Thomas Kebell, Sir Walter Bramfeld, parson of Peckleton, and 
Reginald Butler, whom I make executors.

De Banco Roll 950. Mich., 15 Henry VII, 1499, m. 376 d.

The sheriff was ordered to summon Thomas Coton, esq., Robert 
Langham, Thomas Jakes, William Smyth, gents., and Reginald 
Boteler, Thomas Hervy and Philippa, his wife, so that they be here 
on this day, viz., the quindene of St. Martin, to answer Edward 
Moton in a plea that they render him a messuage, 200 acres of land, 
100 of meadow, 100 of pasture and 12 of wood in Peckleton, which 
Edward Mulso, kt., John Mulso, the elder, and John Mulso, the 
younger gave to Robert Moton, kt., and Elisabeth, his wife, and 
their male issue, and which, after the deaths of the said Robert and 
Elisabeth, and of William, their son and heir, and of Robert son and 
heir of the said William, to the said Edward, as son and heir of 
Robert and kinsman of the said William, ought to descend by the 
form of the gift.

Inquisition p.m. Elisabeth Pole. Series ii, 18/596. Taken 
at Bosworth, co. Leicester, on 22 January, 20 Henry VII, 1504.

The jury say that long before her death Elisabeth Pole was 
seised of a fourth part of the manors of Sapcote and Staunton with 
the members and hamlets of Frolesworth, Congeston, Cosby, Coun- 
testhorpe, and Upton, and the advowsons of the churches of 
Sapcote, Staunton and Congerston at every fourth turn and the 
advowson of the warden of the chantry of St. Man- in the church 
of Sapcote in alternate turns, worth £9, held of the king as of the 
honor of Leicester, parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, service not 
known.

By her writing indented dated 13 January, 1493, she gave the 
above inter alia to Thomas Babyngton, John St. Andrew, John 
Bonyngton, esquires, Ralph Pole of Wakebrigge, Thomas Pole, 
John Cowper, rector of Mogynton church and Edmund Pole, warden of 
the chantry of SS. Nicholas and Katherine of Cruche, their heirs 
and assigns, for the performance of her will dated 13 Jan., 8 Henry 
VII, by which she declared that her said feoffees should stand 
enfeoffed of the above premises to her own use for her life, and 
that, after her decease, they should take the issues and profits 
thereof until they reached the sum of £40, and that they should 
pay 20 marks, parcel thereof, to Robert Blackwall and Mary, his 
wife, one of her daughters, and 40 marks to Isabel and Agnes, her 
daughters, to their marriages, and thereafter the trustees should 
stand enfeoffed of the premises to the use of her heirs.
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Elisabeth Pole died on 26 December, 19 Henry VII, 1503.
German Pole is her kinsman and heir, namely, son of John 

Pole, son of the said Elisabeth, and aged 21 years on the feast of 
Pentecost last.

In Lincolnshire, Elisabeth Pole held a fourth part of the manor 
of Castelbytham, and a fourth part of the great park there, held of 
the king, as of the honor of Aumale, formerly of the duke of 
Clarence _ service not known.

N.B.—Elisabeth Pole was one of the two daughters and co 
heirs of Reginald Moton by his marriage with Margaret, relict of 
Richard Turvill, and daughter of Edmund Bugge, sister and heir 
of Baldwin Bugge.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 988. Trin., 1 Henry VIII, 1509, 
m. 117, Leic.

William Turvill, esq., v. Thomas Harvy, of Peckleton, gent., 
in a plea of breaking William's free warren at Xormanton (Turvill) 
and hunting therein without his leave, and taking away hares, 
rabbits, pheasants and partridges on 1 November, 24 Henry VII.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 998. Hilary, 3 Henry VIII, 1512, 
m. 435, Leic.

William, bishop of Lincoln, John Beaumont, esq., and Thomas 
Storer, clerk,were summoned to answer Robert Brudenell, one of 
the justices of the pleas of the king, in a plea that they permit 
Robert to present a suitable parson to the church of Conston (Con- 
gerstone), which is void, and the presentation belongs to him. 
Robert Brudenell says that a certain Robert Moton was seised of 
the manor of Conston, to which the advowson of the church pertains, 
in his demesne as of fee, and presented a certain John Bonde, clerk, 
who was admitted and instituted in the time of king Edward the 
Third. After the said Robert Moton's death the manor descended 
to Reginald Moton as son and heir of Robert. After Reginald's 
death the manor descended to certain Agnes (Anne) and Elisabeth, 
as daughters and heirs of Reginald, who entered on the manor. 
Agnes married William Grymesby and Elisabeth married Ralph 
Pole. William Grymesby and Agnes had issue Henry Grymesby, 
to whom the purparty of Agnes descended. Henry entered the 
manor and enfeoffed certain Richard Kyng and Thomas Goodhale 
in his purparty, by which enfeoffment they were in seisin, and 
so seised, enfeoffed Robert Brudenell, who was therein seised. And 
the said Ralph Pole died, and Elisabeth, his wife, overlived him, 
and after her death her purparty descended to one German Pole, 
as kinsman and heir, namely, son of John, son of Ralph and 
Elisabeth. German Pole entered on his purparty, and the church 
is now void. Robert Brndenell and German Pole ought to present, 
but the said bishop and Thomas Storer impede them, by which they 
are damaged 100 marks. The defendants ask leave to imparl.

N.B.—Reginald, son and heir of Robert Moton, died in his 
father's lifetime.

Early Chancery Proceedings 290/35. Between 1504 and 
1515.

To the archbishop of Canterbury, chancellor. 
Meekly showeth your orator Robert Brudenell, one of the 

justices of Our Sovereign lord the king, that whereas the same
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Robert, late bargained and bought of Richard Vyncent, gentleman, 
and Anne, his wife, sister and heir of Henry Grymesby, esquire, 
deceased, amongst other things the purparty and part of the said, 
Anne of and in the reversion of the manor of Peckleton, co. 
Leicester, after the death of Edward Mutton (Moton) without male 
heir of his body, which purparty and part of the said manor was 
to the said Henry, her brother, in his lifetime, and all other her 
pnrparty and part of all other manors, lands, tenements, reversions 
and hereditaments which the said Henry Grymesby, of any other 
person or persons to his use, and in his life in the said county of 
Leicester, with all the evidences and writings concerning the same, 
to have to the same Robert and his heirs for the sum of £145 of 
lawful money, of which Robert paid them in hand £25 as by a 
pair of indentures between them made more plainly doth appear, 
and for the residue, viz., £120 of the said £145, the same Robert 
and others with him by their writing obligatory were bound to 
content and pay to the said Richard and Anne at certain days, as 
by the said writing obligatory more plainly doth appear. And 
afterwards Richard died, after whose death the said obligation 
came into the hands of the said Anne, and she, being sole, agreed 
to the bargain aforesaid, and demanded of the said Robert the said 
debt due to her by the said writing obligatory, and the same Robert 
well and truly contented her with the said money according to the 
said bargain. And the said Anne has lately taken to husband one 
Richard Waterton, gent., and divers evidences, muniments, etc., 
having come into the hands of the said Richard and Anne, and 
after the said Bdward had died without heir male of his body, after 
whose death and after the said money paid, the same Robert has 
divers times requested Richard and Anne to make him. and his 
heirs an estate of and in the said purparty and part of the said 
manor of Peckleton, and of her purparty and part of all other the 
said manors, lands, tenements, rents, services, reversions, and 
hereditaments which the said Henry or any other to his use had in 
the county of Leicester according to the said bargain, and also to 
deliver the said writings and evidences concerning the same, which 
to do the said Richard and Anne utterly refuse, against all right 
and conscience, and as the said writings be not in boxes, bags or 
coffers sealed, nor your said orator knoweth the certainty of the 
contents of them, the said Robert has no remedy at the common 
law, he prays therefore for writs of subpoena to be served on 
Richard Waterton and Anne commanding them to appear in 
Chancery and answer to the complaint.

Early Chancery Proceedings 415/6.
To Thomas, lord Cardinal, archbishop of York and chancellor.
Meekly showeth your orators John Harryngton, of Exton, co. 

Rutland, esquire, and Elisabeth, his wife, daughter and heir of 
Robert Mutton (Moton) esq., deceased, that whereas the said Robert 
Mutton was seised in his lifetime in his demesne as of fee of and 
in the manor of Cheadle, co. Stafford, and also of and in the manors 
of Stapleton, Peckleton and Cateby, co. Leicester, and of divers 
messuages, lands and tenements in the same, and died thereof 
seised, after whose death the manors, etc., of right descended to 
the said Elisabeth as daughter and heir of the said Robert Mutton, 
so it is gracious lord, that divers charters, evidences, etc., be come 
into the hands of Sir William Astewyll, of Stallyngburgh, co. Lin 
coln, knight, for lack of which evidences, etc., your said orators 
be not only put from the occupation of divers parcels of the 
premises, but also divers chief rents and other duties pretending
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to be due have gone out of the said manors and other the premises, 
be claimed and demanded of your orators by divers and sundry 
persons to the disinheritance of your said suppliants, Sir William, 
though often requested by your suppliants, refuses to deliver the 
said evidences, and as your orators do not know whether ther are 
in bag, box or chests, they have no remedy at the common law, 
they pray therefore for writs of subpoena to be served on Sir William 
to appear in Chancery and make answer to the premises.

Exchequer inq. p.m. Philippa Hervy. File 1123/1. Taken 
at Leicester on 12 October, 9 Henry VIII, 1517.

Before Thomas Purfrey, escheator, and a jury who say that 
Philippa Hervy died seised of the manor of Peckleton, as of a free 
tenement, and of 300 acres of land, 200 of meadow and 200 of wood 
with the appurtenances in Peckleton. And, so seised, Philippa 
Hervy died at Peckleton on 6 January 8 Henry VIII, 1517, the 
reversion of all the premises there belonging to German Poole, 
aged 30 years and more, and George Vincent, aged 24 years, and 
their lawful issue.

The manor of Peckleton was held of the king, as of his castle 
of Leicester, by sen-ice not known to the jury, and was worth 20 
marks beyond the outgoings.

N.B.—Philippa Hervy held the manor as dower after the death 
of her first husband Robert Moton who died in 1498.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 1021. Easter, 9 Henry VIII, 1518, 
in. 7 d. L/eic.

John Harington, the younger, esquire, and Elisabeth, his wife, 
v. William Saunders, of Peckleton, husbandman, and Ralph Short- 
hose, of Peckleton, husbandman, in a plea of having cut down and 
taken away their trees and underwood growing at Peckleton.

Fine. Easter, 33 Henry VIII, 1542.
Between Michael Purfrey and Joyce, his wife, plaintiffs, and 

George Vyncent, esquire, and Anne, his wife, and Edward Vyncent 
and Margery, his wife, defendants of a moiety of the manor of 
Congerstone and a moiety of 3 messuages, 200 acres of land, 50 of 
meadow, 20 of pasture, 4 of wood and 2s. rent in Congerstone and 
the advowson of Congerstone church.

Fine. Easter, 33 Henry VIII, 1542.
Between John Staresmore, esq., and Francis Staresmore, gent., 

son and heir apparent of the said John, plaintiffs, and George Vyn 
cent and Anne, his wife, and Edward Vyncent and Margery, his 
wife, defendants of a moiety of the manor of Stony Staunton and 
a moiety of 30 messuages a mill, 500 acres of land, 200 of meadow, 
40 of pasture and 500 of furze and heath and 10s. rent in Stony 
Staunton, Cosby and Frollesworth, and a moiety of the advowson 
of Stony Staunton church; and of a moiety of the manor of Sapcote, 
and a moiety of a moiety of 30 messuages, 500 acres of land, 300 of 
meadow, 40 of pasture, 6 of wood, 500 of furze and heath and 6s. 
rent in Sapcote, and a moiety of a moiety of the chantry called 
" the Warden Chantry " in Sapcote and a horse mill in Sapcote. 
The premises are declared to be the right of John Staresmore.
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Common Pleas Plea Roll 1115. Midi., 34 Henry VIII, 
1542, m. 72 d. Leic.

German Pole, esq., and John Staresmore, esq., v. Peter West, 
clerk, in a plea that he, together with John, bishop of Lincoln, and 
George Vyncent, esquire, permit them to present a suitable parson 
to the church of St. John of Sapcote, which is void.

Fine. Easter, 35 Henry VIII, 1544.
Between Richard Everat, gent., and Robert Bosworth, plain 

tiffs, and Robert Vyncent and Alice, his wife, defendants of 3 
messuages, 5 virgates of land, 20 acres of meadow, 20 of pasture, 
and 10 of wood in Shenton and Congerstone. Right of Richard with 
warranty against the heirs of Alice.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 1126. Mich., 37 Henry VIII, 1545, 
m. 103 d. Leic.

Francis Shakerley, gent., of the New Inn outside the barrs of the 
Temple, London, v. George Vyncent, of Peckleton, co. Leic., 
esquire, in a plea of £30.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 1131. Hilary, 1 Edward VI, 1547, 
m. 12 Leic.

By a writ of king Henry VIII, the father of the now king, the 
sheriff was ordered to summon John Haryngton, knight, to be here 
in one month from Michaelmas to answer German Pole, esq., and 
George Vyncent, esq., in a plea of 108 messuages, 40 cottages, 2400 
acres of land, 1000 of meadow, 1400 of pasture, 520 of wood and a 
rent of a pair of gloves in Peckleton, Stapleton, Wygston, Cadeby, 
Kirkeby Malore, Sharnford, Osbaston, Marston, Thurleston, Clay- 
brook and Stoke.

Common Pleas Plea Roll 1137. Trinity, 2 Edward VI, 1548, 
m. 290, Leic.

George Vyncent and Anne, his wife, executrix of the will of 
Roger Lache, of Daventry, co. Northants., otherwise called " my 
dear wife whom I make my sole executrix " v. Thomas Fowler of 
Castell Bromwych, co. Warwick, gent., in a plea of debt.

Early Chancery Proceedings. Bundle 1132.
Orators, Sir John Haryngton, knight, and James Haryngton, 

eldest son of Sir John, and Elisabeth, wife of Sir John, daughter and 
sole heir of Robert Moton, esquire, deceased. That whereas Thomas 
Bytteswell and Thomas Byllyng were seised in their demesne as of 
fee of the manors of Cheadle, co. Stafford, and Peckleton, co. 
Leicester, and, so seised, gave the said manors, lands, etc., to Sir 
Robert Moton, knight, and Elisabeth, his wife, together with all 
the evidences, charters, deeds, etc. Sir Robert Moton died (1457). 
Elisabeth survived him and was solely seised as of fee tail and died 
(1468). After whose death, William Moton, son to Robert Moton 
and Elisabeth, entered on the manors etc., and was thereof seised. 
William Moton died, leaving Robert Moton, his son and heir, who 
entered on the manors, etc., after the death of William Moton.
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Robert, son of William, so seised, died, leaving issue one daughter 
Elisabeth, late the wife of said Sir John Haryngton, now one 
of the complainants.

Sir John Haryngton and Elisabeth, his wife, had issue the said 
James. Elisabeth died and Sir John entered into the manors, etc., 
and was thereof seised in his demesne as of freehold for term of 
his life by the courtesy of England, the reversion belonging to the 
said James Haryngton, one other of the complainants, and the issue 
of the body of James, lawfully begotten.

Your orators delivered all the muniments, etc., to the number 
of 300 to one Thomas Richesden, of London, vintner, to keep safely 
to the use of your said orators, but they have all been taken and 
gotten into the hands and possession of German Pole, esq., George 
Vyncent, esq., Stephen Coldwell, of London, gent., Richard 
Harper, of London, gent., John Port, of London, esq., and others, 
who refuse to restore them.

Your beseechers therefore, having no other remedy, pray for 
writs of subpoena to be directed to the said German and the other 
defendants.

Inquisition p.m. German Pole. Series ii, 96/20. Taken at 
Lutterworth on 28 October, 6 Edward VI, 1552.

The jury say that German Pole was seised of a moiety of the 
manor of Peckleton, and of a mediety of the advowson of Peckleton 
church, and of a moiety of 12 messuages, 3 cottages, 16 gardens, 
100 acres of land, 500 of pasture, 300 of meadow, 100 of wood, one 
watermill and one windmill in Peckleton.

And of a moiety of the manor and a mediety of the advowson of 
Sapcote, and a moiety of two messuages, 2 gardens, 40 acres of 
land, 40 of pasture, 20 of meadow, 2 of wood and 16d. rent in 
Sapcote.

And of a moiety of a messuage, 80 acres of land, 20 of meadow, 
20 of pasture and 2 of wood and 17Jd. rent in Conntesthorp, and 
4s. rent issuing out of a house in Thorp, and of 2 messuages, 80 
acres of land, 40 of meadow, 30 of pasture and 6 of wood in Sntton, 
a moiety of the manor of Stony Stanton and 3 messuages, 800 acres 
of land, 160 of pasture, 200 of meadow, 80 of wood and a windmill 
in Stony Stanton, and a mediety of Stony Stanton church.

And of a messuage, 60 acres of land, 20 of meadow and 60 of 
pasture in Congerstone, and a mediety of the advowson of Con- 
gerstone church, and 6s. rent from a messuage in Upton.

The moiety of the manor of Peckleton was held of the king, 
as of the honor of Leicester, parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, by 
service of half a knight's fee, and worth 20 marks.

The Sapcote property was held of the king, as of the same 
duchy, by knight service, the part not known.

Countesthorpe was held of William Fraunceis, of Tyknall, esq., 
as of his manor of Tyknall, by fealty for all service, and worth 
16s. 9Jd.

The moiety of the manor of Stony Stanton was held of 
Humphrey Ferrers, kt., as of his manor of Tamworth, co. Warwick, 
by fealty and worth £7 12s. 4d.

The premises in Congerstone were held of the lord of the 
manor of Nailston by fealty, and worth 28s. 7d.

German Pole, so seised, by his writing dated 20 Dec., 5 Edward 
VI (1551) granted to John Porte, of Etwall, Thomas Cokeram, 
Thomas Fitzherbert, knights, Francis Curson, Anthony Eyr and 
German Pole, of Wakebridge, esquires, an annuity of £20 out of
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the above hereditaments, also the moiety of the manor of Castel 
Bitham and all messuages, lands, etc., in Castel Bitham, co. Lin 
coln, to hold to them, their heirs and assigns, to the use and behoof 
of Katherine Pole, widow, late the wife of Francis Pole, of Dale, 
son of the said German Pole, of Radbourne, esquire, late deceased, 
for the life of the said Katherine, with a clause of distraint for 
non-payment.

German Pole died on 3 February last. German Pole is his kinsman 
and heir, namely, son of Francis Pole, son and heir of the said 
German Pole, of Radbourne, esquire, deceased, and aged 7 years 
on 2 March last.

P.C.C. Wills. 5 Crymes. Will of George Vincent, of 
Peckleton. 1565.

My body to be buried in the chancel of the church of Peckleton 
near unto where my two wives are buried.

Executors, Edward Vincent, my eldest son, Clement, Gilbert 
and Robert Vincent, my sons, equally with him.

I give to Edward Vincent for his painstaking, my damask 
gown, my velvet jacket, my satin doublet, the great bed in the 
great chamber with all that belongeth thereto, and the hanging 
about the said chamber, with all boards, cupboards and forms in 
the hall and parlour except one.

I give to Clement, my son, my black gown guarded with velvet 
and my best coat. To Gilbert Vincent, my son, my other gown 
furred with foynes (a) my satin furred jerkin and my sword, and 4 
marks yearly to be paid out of the lordship of Marston during his 
life.

I give to Robert Vincent, my son, my best black cloak, my 
furred jerkin, and 4 marks yearly out of Marston for life. To Peter 
Vincent, my son, 4 marks yearly out of Marston for life. To Philip, 
my son, 4 marks out of Marston yearly for life, and 20 bearing ewes, 
and such apparel as is meet for him and his brother Peter that I 
have not given away. To Jane, my daughter, 40s. yearly out of 
Marston for her life.

Item. I bequeath, for that I have been a justice of peace and a 
meddler in the hundred of Sparkenho, that every great town and 
parish within the said hundred have to their common box within 
two years next after my decease 2s., the least 20d., the same to be 
paid by my son Edward out of my lands in Marston.

(Here follows a list of debts owing by testator, with the names 
of the creditors, amounting to £70 3s. 4d.)

25 February, 1565, a commission was issued to Edward Vincent, 
sou of George Vincent, to administer the goods, etc., of the said 
deceased according to the tenor of his will, because the executors 
refused the burden of the execution of the same.

Inquisition p.m. George Vincent. Series ii, 144/97. Taken 
at Leicester on 27 April, 8 Elisabeth, 1566.

Before Francis Cave and Michael Purfrey, esquires, Richard 
Wightman, gent., and Robert Braham, the feodary in co. Leic., 
and a jury who say that George Vincent, long before his death, 
was seised in his demesne as of fee in a moiety of the manor of 
Peckleton, and a moiety of 15 messuages, 1000 acres of land, 100

(a) Foynes are the skins of polecats.



138 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

of meadow, 200 of pasture, 40 of wood and 20s. rent in Peckleton. 
And, so seised, by his charter dated 17 Jan., 34 Henry VIII, 1543, 
he enfeoffed therein Peter Colles, esq., Richard Colles, Thomas 
Colles and Robert Colles, gents., to have and to hold the sa'id 
moiety of the manor and premises in Peckleton to the use of the 
said George and of a certain Anne, his wife, for term of their lives 
and the longer liver of them, and, after their deaths to the use of 
Edward Vincent, son and heir of the said George Vincent, and the 
lawful issue of Edward, in default to the right heirs of George 
Vincent for ever. By virtue of which, George and Anne, by reason 
of an Act of Parliament, 4 Feb., 27 Henry VIII, 1536, for extinguish 
ing Uses, were seised of the aforesaid moiety in their demesne as of 
a free tenement, the reversion belonging to the said Edward.

The said Anne is still living at Peckleton and has taken the 
profits, rents and issues since the death of the said George.

Further the said George was seised in fee of a certain office of 
" Forester " within the forest of Leicester, and of pannage for 40 
pigs within the park of Tholowe park, and of reasonable estovers 
out of the woods in Tholowe park, and housbote, haybote and fire- 
bote for his capital manor or messuage in Peckleton.

The moiety of the manor of Peckleton and the said office and 
the estovers in Tholowe park are worth 20 marks and are held of 
the queen, as of the honor of Leicester, by one eighth part of a 
knight's fee.

George Vincent died on 3 January last past. And Edward 
Vincent is his son and heir and aged 40 years.

George Vincent also died seised of the manor and demesne of 
Potters Marston, with view of frankpledge, court leet, court baron, 
free warren and all commodities and hereditaments whatsoever in 
Potters Marston, held of the queen in chief by service of one 
twentieth part of a knight's fee and worth 20 marks beyond the 
outgoings.

Lay Subsidy 134/205. 13 Elisabeth, 1571.
From Thomas Tyllson, in goods £4 tax 6s. 8d. 

Larnar Clarke ,, £6 ,, 10s. 
Edward Crossbye „ £3 „ 5s. 
Ryland Ortton „ £3 „ 5s.

Sum 26s. 8d.

P.C.C. Wills. 10 Doughty. Will of Edward Vincent, of 
Potters Marston, esq., dated 20 October, 14 Elisabeth, 1571.

To the poor of Harwell 6s. 8d. To the poor of Stanton, Sapcote, 
Shilton, Peckleton and Croft 3s. 4d. each.

First, I give to my daughter Jane Vincent 200 marks. To my 
daughter Eleanor Vincent 100 marks; these to be paid out of two 
pastures in Marston, one called Dunesclose and the other Brounce 
close, both being of the yearly rent of £40. To either of my said 
daughters severally one feather bed with bolsters, blankets, sheets 
and coverings thereto belonging.

I will that my executor shall deliver to my son William Vincent, 
or if he die to any other that be or shall be heir male of his body, 
or for default thereof to the heir male of my body these parcels of 
household stuff, and which now be or shall be at the time of my 
death remaining at my house at Marston, viz., all my furniture 
in my dining parlour at Marston, the furniture in the hall 
there, and the furniture of the great chamber over the hall, also



THE MANOR OF PECKLETON 139

two of the best feather beds, 2 bolsters, 2 pair of best fustian 
blankets, two "best counterpoints, two best bedsteads, two best 
mattresses, 2 of the greatest brass pots, one of the best and greatest 
brass pans, four of the best iron spits, the range in the kitchen at 
Marston, pewter vessels, silver gilt salt cellar, my sealing ring of 
gold, my best wayne, all my building timber at Marston or else 
where, except that timber which was of the Holmes barn, which I 
will that my good wife Margery shall have, to make her a house 
withal if it so happens that she and my said son William cannot 
agree to dwell together.

I give to my son William all my books, harness, armour and 
artillery and my young trotting gelding. To my daughter in law 
Jane, my said son William's wife, my best gown of " tuftaffata "; 
all which said several parcels of goods bequeathed to my said son 
William I will shall be delivered to him upon condition that he be 
bounden to my executors in such wise as shall seem expedient and 
meet to dwell, keep house and inhabit himself within the county of 
Leicester.

I give to my nephew Michael Purefey my bed now being in 
London and all the furniture belonging thereto. To my brother 
Philip Vincent my second satin doublet, my riding cloak and my 
ronde nag with a saddle and bridle. To my niece Jane Vincent 
£6 13s. 4d. to be paid on the day of her marriage. To my son 
Thomas Vincent the better of my trotting geldings and a saddle 
and bridle for the same. For the better execution of this my will 
and payment of all debts and legacies, I give full power to my 
executors to sell my impropriate parsonage of Arnesby, co. I/eic. 
with the glebe lands, etc.

Also whereas by a pair of indentures dated 4 Oct., 10 Elisa 
beth, 1568, made between Marmaduke Vincent, of Smitton, co. 
York, esq., of one part, and me the said Edward Vincent, of the 
other part, concerning marriage to be had betwixt William Vincent, 
my son, and Jane Vincent, daughter of the said Marmaduke, upon 
certain conditions therein declared the sum of £620 is to be paid 
unto me, my executors and assigns, I will that if it happen any 
part be due my executors may have full authority to receive, claim 
and demand the same, and bestow the payment on settling my 
debts, legacies, etc.

Also I will that Sir George Bowes, kt., Robert Bowes, George 
Purefey, and William Fawnte, esquires, William Purefey, Humph 
rey Purefey, Sabine Staresmore and Robert Wylde, my feoffees of 
my manor of Potters Marston, be seised of all that my close andj 
meadow ground in Potters Marston called " the Shawe," now or 
late in the tenure of Edmond Turner, and of my close and two 
parcels of meadow adjoining in Marston, now or late in the tenure 
of Peter Duckett, to the use of my two sons Nicholas Vincent and 
Thomas Vincent for 21 years.

I give to my nephew and especial friend George Purefey, 
esquire, my best gelding and I make him overseer of this my will.

The residue of my goods and chattels I give to Nicholas and 
Thomas, my sons, whom I make my sole executors.

Proved 2 March, 1576.

Fine. Easter, 19 Elisabeth, 1577.
Between John Plombe, plaintiff, and William Vincent and Jane, 

his wife, Nicholas Vincent and Thomas Vincent, defendants of the 
manor of Marston, alias Potters Marston, and 10 messuages, 
10 tofts, a watermill, a dovehouse, 10 gardens, 300 acres 
of land, 500 of meadow, 1000 of pasture, 300 of wood,
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and 100 of furze and heath in Potters Marston, Croft, Bar- 
well and Staunton. The manor, lands, etc., are declared to be 
the right of John Plombe, with warranty against the heirs of 
George Vincent, deceased, the grandfather of William, and against 
the heirs of Edward Vincent, deceased, the father of William, and 
the plaintiff gave the defendants 400 silver marks.

Chancery Proceedings. Series ii, Bundle 234/11. 31 Jan., 
1592.

Orator, Robert "Barfield, of Sapcote, co. Leic., yeoman. That 
whereas agreements were made between Thomas Davye, clerk, 
parson of the parsonage or rectory of Peckleton, and your orator, 
dated 10 July, 81 Elisabeth, 1588, whereby the said Thomas Davye 
did for himself and his heirs covenant and grant to your orator 
and his heirs, •administrators and assigns that they might hold the 
said rectory or parsonage with the appurtenances and profits for 
3 years from the feast of Pentecost then last past at a rent of 40 
marks yearly during the said term. (A very long dispute as to the 
terms).

Fine. Easter, 3 James I, 1605.
Between Roger Jepson, gent., and William Wightman, gent., 

plaintiffs, and John Haryngton, knight, lord Haryngton of Exton, 
and Anne, his wife, German Pole, knight, and Francis Pole, 
defendants of the manor of Peckleton and 16 messuages, 10 cottages, 
2 mills, 2 dovehouses, 16 gardens, 16 orchards, 400 acres of land, 
300 of meadow, 800 of pasture, 100 of wood, 200 of furze and heath 
and 10s. rent in Peckleton and Newtowne, and the advowson of 
Peckleton church. Right of Roger Jepson and his heirs, and the 
plaintiffs gave the defendants £800.

Fine. Easter, 5 James I, 1607..
Between William Crofte, esquire, plaintiff, and John Harrington, 

kt., lord Harrington of Exton, and Anne, his wife, Edward, earl of 
Bedford, and Lucy, his wife, Roger Jepson, gent., Christopher 
Slate, gent., Richard Slate, gent., and Thomas Wightman, gent., 
defendants of the manor of Peckleton and 16 messuages, 10 cot 
tages, 2 mills, 1 dovehouse, 16 gardens, 16 orchards, 400 acres of 
land, 300 of meadow, 800 of pasture, 100 of wood, 200 of furze and 
heath, 10s. rent and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle 
in Peckleton, Desford, Newtowne and Bocheston and estover in the 
park of Tolowe or Tooley and the forest of Leicester, and the 
offices of the bailiwick of Desford and principal forester in 
Leicester forest, and the advowson of Peckleton church. Right of 
William Crofte and his heirs, and he gave the defendants £800.

Inq. p.m. William Croft. Series ii, 338/71. Taken at 
Leicester on 20 August, 11 James I, 1613.

The jury say that William Croft died seised of the manor of 
Peckleton, a toft and half a virgate of land in Newton and 
Boscheston, now or late in the possession of William Freer, parcel 
of the manor of Peckleton, also the advowson of Peckleton church, 
and the office of a keeper or keeper's walk in the forest of Leicester 
with the appurtenances attaching to it, namely, housbote, heybote 
and firebote.
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William Croft died on 18 June last. And Thomas Croft is his 
son and heir and 21 years old and more. Mary, the relict of 
William Croft, survives at Peckleton.

The premises were held of the king, as of the duchy of Lan 
caster, by service of half a knight's fee and worth £17 6s. 8d.

N.B.—Probably William Croft died on the 8th of June, as the 
Parish Register says that William., Croft, esquire, and lord of 
Peckleton, was buried the 13th of June. The housbote, etc., in the 
forest of Leicester was to be taken in the woods of Strathow, 
Swineshill and le Hoare to the chief messuage of Peckleton without 
leave or livery of forester; also the taking of the " maste " for 40 
pigs in the park of Tolowe (Tooley) every year from Michaelmas 
to Martinmas. William Croft was also seised of the office of 
bailiff of the liberty of Desford pertaining to the said manor of 
Peckleton, and of divers parcels of land, meadow and pasture in 
Desford and Shilton in the several occupations of Richard Sear and 
Thomas Culter.

Mary Croft, the relict of William Croft, was buried at 
Peckleton on 3 July, 1637.

Fine. Hilary, 19 James I, 1622.
Between George Chaworth.kt., John Everard,gent., Awden Bent, 

gent., and Edmund Moreton, gent., plaintiffs, and Thomas Croft, 
esq., Thomas Weightman and Dorothy, his wife, Thomas Averye 
and Grace, his wife, Henry Meade and Anne, his wife, and Richard 
Burdett and Mary, his wife, defendants of the manor of Peckleton 
and 24 messuages, 12 cottages, 20 tofts, 20 gardens, 20 orchards, 
300 acres of land, 80 of meadow, 600 of pasture, 100 of wood, 200 
of furze and heath and common of pasture in Peckleton and the 
advowson of Peckleton church. The plaintiffs gave the defendants 
£1,200.

N.B.—Dorothy, Grace, Anne and Mary were sisters and even 
tually co-heirs of Thomas Croft.

Fine. Trinity, 3 Charles I, 1627.
Between Richard Smyth, alias Baker, and John Robinson, 

plaintiffs, and Thomas Thornton, Thomas Weightman and Dorothy, 
his wife, Thomas Averey and Grace, his wife, Henry Meade, 
Richard Burdett and Mary, his wife, and Thomas Croft and 
Susanna, his wife, defendants of 12 messuages, 4 cottages, 16 
orchards, 300 acres of land, 20 of meadow, 320 of pasture, 20 of 
wood, 40 of furze and heath and common of pasture in Peckleton 
and a moiety of a messuage in Peckleton. The plaintiffs gave the 
defendants £520.

Inq. p.m. Thottnas Croft. Series ii, 429/142. Taken at 
Leicester on 14 April, 2 Charles I, 1626.

The jury say that Thomas Croft was seised in fee of the manor 
of Peckleton and of divers messuages, farms and closes, parcel of 
the manor of Peckleton, and of (the advowson of Peckleton church, 
and of the office of keeper in Leicester forest, and pannage for 40 
pigs in a certain park called Toolye park, except a moiety of a 
capital messuage, one close called Broadmeadow close and three



142 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

closes called "le Hall wood, le Gallerie and —— close ", and 2 mills 
in Peckleton, and except certain premises which Mary Croft, the 
mother of the said Thomas, is seised of for term of her life, the 
reversion of which belonged to Thomas Croft.

And Thomas Croft, so seised, on 12 Jan., 12 James I, 1615, in 
consideration of a marriage to be had between the said Thomas 
Croft and a certain Susannah Wright, daughter of Thomas Wright, 
of Snellston, co. Derby, esq., by good and sufficient assurances, 
legally conveyed the aforesaid manor and advowson, closes, offices 
with all other his tenements in Peckleton to Thomas Wright, 
Christopher Wright, Thomas Wightman, John Stannop and George 
Chaworth, kt., and their heirs, as trustees for the following uses, 
namely as to the capital messuage and manor-house of Peckleton 
in which William Croft, esq., deceased, the father of the said 
Thomas Croft, late inhabited, and certain fields known as " les 
Holmes closes, Holmes meadow and Holmes wood " and one parcel 
called " Cheyny's close " and another parcel called the Barn close, 
the meadow and another parcel called " the Parkfielde " then 
divided into five separate parts, and another parcel called " the 
Stackes " then in the tenure of John Croft, rector of the church 
of Peckleton, to the use of the said Thomas Croft and Susannah, 
his wife, for term of lives and the longer liver, and then to the 
use of the eldest son of the said Thomas and Susannah in tail male 
and general, and in default to the use of all the daughters of 
William Croft, the father of the said Thomas Croft, namely, 
Dorothy Wightman, the wife of Thomas Wightman, Grace Avery, 
the wife of Thomas Avery, clerk, Anne Meade, the wife of Henry 
Meade, and Mary Burdett, the wife of Richard Burdett, and their 
heirs, and in default to the use of the right heirs of Thomas Croft, 
the father of the said William Croft, for ever.

And, so seised, on 15 Jan., Thomas Croft at Peckleton took to 
wife the said Susannah Wright, and on 4 Nov., 17 James I, 1619, 
enfeoffed by his deed indented George Chaworth, kt., John Everard, 
the elder, Awden Bent and Edward Morton in the said manor of 
Peckleton and the advowson of the church.

Afterwards on 9 March, 1624/5, Thomas Croft died at Peckleton 
without lawful issue. And the aforesaid Dorothy, wife of Thomas 
Wightman, of Hinkley, aged 40, Grace, the wife of Thomas Avery, 
clerk, of Fleckney, aged 38, William Meade, son of Henry Meade 
and Anne, late his wife, aged 14, and Mary the wife of Richard 
Burdett, of Mowsley, are the heirs of Thomas Croft, of whom three 
are his sisters and one his nephew.

The manor, messuages, lands, tenements and advowson were 
held of the king, as of the duchy of Lancaster, by knight service, 
viz., by a twentieth part of a knight's fee for all service, and 
worth, during the lives of Mary Croft and Susannah Croft 20s., 
and afterwards £5, i.e., owing to the jointures of these two 
widows. Mary and Susannah are still living at Peckleton. 
Susannah was buried at Peckleton on 15 Jan., 1648/9.

Inq. p.m. William Burdett. Series ii, 610/111. Taken at 
Leicester on 15 Oct., 17 Charles I, 1641.

The jury say that long before his death a certain Thomas Croft, 
esquire, deceased, was seised in fee, inter alia, of the manor of 
Peckleton and its members in co. Leicester. And, so seised, 
Thomas Croft, Thomas Wightman and Dorothy, his wife, Thomas 
Averey and Grace, his wife, Henry Meade and Anne, his wife, and
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Richard Burdett and Mary, his wife, by their writing indented 
dated 2 Nov., 1«19, demised and to farm let the aforesaid manor to 
Thomas Everard, of Peckleton, gent., his executors and assigns 
for a term of 101 years from the feast of St. Michael then last past 
at a rent of 5s. yearly. Thomas Everard entered on the manor, 
etc., and on 13 March, 1624/5 the said Thomas Croft died at 
Peckleton. After whose death the reversion of the manor came to 
Dorothy, Grace, Anne and Mary, as sisters and heirs of. Thomas 
Croft.

Afterwards on 10 March, 8 Charles I, 1633, a partition of the 
manor was made into four equal parts, by which a messuage and 
close in Peckleton were allotted to Richard Burdett and Mary, his 
wife, as in right of Mary, the messuage in the occupation of one 
Edward Wells and a field called " le Sherracles " another close 
called " le Stocke " four closes in Peckleton called " le Dan, le 
Hallowes, other closes in Peckleton called Broome hill, Sanden 
close, le Rough Stocks, Bull acres close, Finderne's close, Conigree 
close " and fourth part of Collyers close and le Forest lane, all in 
Peckleton, by virtue of which partition Richard and Mary entered 
the said messuage and closes, and were seised as in right of Mary. 
And, so seised, Richard Burdett and William Burdett, son and heir 
apparent of the said Richard and Mary, by indenture dated 16 Jan., 
13 Charles I, 1638, between the said Richard Burdett and Mary., 
his wife, and William Burdett and Martha, his wife, of one part, 
and John Whittinge, clerk, Nicholas Grace, John Burdett and 
Thomas Burdett, of the other part, granted for themselves and 
their heirs to John Whitinge and the other three, and their heirs, 
that the said Richard and Mary and William Burdett and Martha, 
before 1 December then next ensuing, would levy a fine to John 
Whitinge and the others of a messuage, cottage and three virgates 
of land in Mouseley and the said messuages and closes in Peckleton, 
to hold to John Whitings and the others as trustees to the uses 
following, as to one moiety of the Mouseley property to the use 
of Richard Burdett and Mary and their heirs for ever, the other 
moiety to Richard Burdett and his heirs for ever; and the closes in 
Peckleton called Rough Stocks, Saunden close and le Stocks close 
to the use of William Burdet and Martha for lives and the longer 
liver of them, then to the use of John Burdett, the eldest son of 
William Burdett and Martha, and the issue of John, in default to 
the second, third, and so on sons, and then to the daughters in 
tail male and general. The fine was levied on the morrow of the 
Purification, 13 Charles I, 1638, between John Whitinge, clerk, 
Nicholas Grace, John Burdett and Thomas Burdett, plaintiffs, and 
Richard Burdett and Mary, his wife, and William Burdett and 
Martha, his wife, defendants of 2 messuages, a cottage, 3 gardens, 
3 orchards, 100 acres of land, 40 of meadow, 150 of pasture, 60 of 
wood, 40 of furze and heath and common of pasture for all kinds 
of cattle in Mouseley and Peckleton and the late disafforested forest 
of Leicester.

Richard Burdett and Mary are still living at Mouseley. John 
Whitinge, clerk, and Martha, late the wife of William Burdett, are 
living at Peckleton.

William Burdett died on 2 June last. And John Burdett is his 
son and heir and four years old on 5 April last.
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Lay Subsidy 251-9. 18 Charles II. Lady Day 1666. 
Hearth Tax. Peckleton and Tooley parke.

Thomas Boothby,
esquire 13 hearths 

Mr. John Cutler of
Kirby (2 empty) 

Mr. Thomas Patchett,
clerk 4 hearths 

Mr. Joseph Avery 4 
Mr. William Ward 5 
Mrs. Sarah WeightmanS 
Mr. John Burditt

building 3 
William Powdrill 2 
Edward Laurence 2

Henry Dann 2 hea 
Marmaduke Syddons 1 
Joseph Pickering 1 
William Marshall 2 
Henry Hensman 3 
Edward Dann 2 
George Astill 2 
Henry Smith 1 
William Owen 1 ——— Gudging 1
Ralph Wagstaffe 2 
John Mills 2

rths
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Peckleton: The Church
By Albert Herbert, F.R.I.B.A.

The village of Peckleton is situated about eight miles west 
of Leicester, and five miles east of the battlefield of Bosworth. 
Its parish church, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, stands on 
high and irregular ground a short distance from the village itself, 
which is surrounded by agricultural land. The place, though 
only about a mile from the main road from Leicester to Hinckley, 
has a somewhat remote character, which is now occasionally 
disturbed by the drone of aircraft proceeding to or from the new 
aerodrome at Desford.

Clues to the growth and development of St. Mary's church, 
which consists of nave (with clerestory),chancel, south aisle, and 
western tower and spire, may be sought in the various types of 
masonry employed by the builders. The walling on the north 
side of the nave and the lower portions of the south aisle resembles 
much other thirteenth-century work in Leicestershire, its 
materials being short and narrow stones of uncoursed syenite 
and slate rubble from the Charnwood district. Similar walling, 
in this case of the late twelfth-century, is to be seen at Belgrave 
church, on the outskirts of Leicester.

After a close inspection of the church at Peckleton, I find no 
evidence of any work that can be ascribed to an earlier date than 
the thirteenth century. There is certainly no trace of Norman 
craftsmanship, except in the font; and there can be no doubt 
that the present main lines of the plan are as they were in the 
thirteenth century, and that in any subsequent rebuilding or 
modification the original lay-out has been adhered to. Whether 
a tower existed in the thirteenth century, there is nothing to 
show. The whole of the present tower is certainly of the fifteenth 
century, and the opening in the thirteenth-century wall at the 
west end of the nave was made after the later tower had been 
erected.

The north wall is very definitely of three builds.
Though many minor changes have been made, these consist 

chiefly of the insertion of windows and the adding of buttresses,
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and in a certain amount of taking down and rebuilding, more or 
less on the old lines. There are, for instance, three fourteenth- 
century windows in the south aisle, and another window, of a 
similar character, at the west end of the north wall. The label 
terminal of this north window bears the carved head of a woman 
wearing a gorget that has the appearance of fourteenth-century 
work. A two-light, square-headed fifteenth-century window has 
been inserted at the west end of the south aisle; and a three-light 
square-headed window, also of the fifteenth century, was cut 
into the south side of the chancel. This remained in position 
until 1869, when the opening was blocked up, the exterior of the 
chancel was completely refaced with granite walling, the present 
chancel buttresses were built, and three single-light windows 
of wretched design were put in on the north side. The other 
windows in the church are of the sixteenth century. Those in 
the north wall of the nave are transomed, and there is a five- 
centred example at the east end of the south aisle. All these 
are replacements of thirteenth-century windows.

There is a clearly-marked external indication of the original 
height of the thirteenth-century aisle. The subsequent raising of 
this was carried out in coarser masonry of Mountsorrel granite 
rubble, and the four-centred two-light windows, which have 
hollow jamb-moulds and are without labels, cannot be earlier 
than the fifteenth century. The arcade of four bays, between the 
nave and the south aisle, appears to have been taken down and 
rebuilt in the eighteenth century. The responds at the east and 
west ends remain in fair condition on the whole, though they 
have suffered damage in places. The base-stones of the piers 
do not seem to have been disturbed; but the piers themselves, 
which have moulded octagonal caps of coarse design, have been 
entirely rebuilt and re-wrought. The old voussoirs have been 
used again to form the arches.

The axis of the tower, which has three stages and is sur 
mounted by an elegant crocketed spire, is not in line with that 
of the nave; but; for no obvious reason, is clumsily set at an 
angle to it. There is no staircase, and a two-light window on 
the west side replaces a doorway that was built up in 1869. In 
each of the cardinal faces of the top stage are two-light windows, 
typical of the fifteenth century; and, just below the embattled 
parapet, at the north-west and south-west angles, appear two
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very interesting gargoyles—twin figures, well modelled and of 
good outline.

The font stands near the door of the south aisle. It belongs 
to the transitional Norman period, and consists of a cylindrical 
block of fine grey sandstone, ornamented on the surface with 
oblique lines which, crossing each other, form a chain of twelve 
diamond-shaped geometrical figures. There is a noticeable 
resemblance between this font and the font in Rothley church. 
The cylindrical support- to the bowl is of limestone, and may 
possibly be a portion of an earlier arcade-pier.

Peckleton church is not now specially rich in fittings or 
memorials; but those that remain, especially the four in the 
chancel, deserve attention. In an arched recess in the north wall, 
marked B on the interior view of the church, lie two effigies. 
The inner of these is of hard grey limestone, and represents a 
knight in chain-armour. Beside it, is a female figure, of a later 
period, carved in friable sandstone. In the opposite wall, there 
is an arched and crocketed recess, marked C on the view referred 
to above, containing an effigy (?female) which is much defaced 
and, because of the fixed choir-stalls, rather inacessible for 
examination. These effigies, and other details, are carefully 
delineated in the seventh volume of Nichols's Leicestershire. 
An important incised slab of Chellaston alabaster is now fixed to 
the north wall of the chancel (A on the photograph). This, 
until recent years, occupied a similar position in the south aisle, 
and it is clear that it originally formed the top of a table-tomb. 
It strongly resembles the Kyngston tomb (dated 1486) at Rothley, 
and, to a certain extent, reminds one of the Darby slab (circa 
1498) in the north aisle at Gaddesby. All three belong to the 
same school; and the one at Peckleton, which was made about 
1543, represents Thomas Hervey and his two wives. The 
inscription upon the outer edges of it is badly damaged in places; 
but the following part of it is traceable : —

HERE LYETH THOMAS HERVE ESQUYER
OF KYRKBY MALLORIE.

Built into the west wall of the south aisle, we find an 
alabaster slab that undoubtedly once formed the lateral panel of 
a table-tomb. The design of this includes seven carved human 
figures, which may be described as follows: —
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(1) A young man, in a shortish doublet, who carries, 
suspended from the right side of his belt, a short sword 
(or long dagger) that, in the vernacular of the period, 
was called a tuck. The man's legs are rather wide apart, and 
he wears a flat hat or cap with a ribbon (or, possibly, a 
feather) on the right side.

(2) A lady, in a closely fitting cap, holding her long skirt 
with her right hand, and having a book under her left 
arm. Wide, hanging sleeves (with tight sleeves beneath 
them, appear on both sides of the figure.

(3) A girl, wearing a long cloak over a loosely fitting dress 
and a light mantle over her hair.

(4) An angel, in a voluminous dress, holding to the front 
what appears to be a large shield.

(5) A lady wearing a Spanish hood, which covers her close 
cap. She is dressed in a long surcoat. The left hand 
is laid on the breast, and she gazes intently upon some 
object in her hand.

(6) A lady, holding a distaff, whose apparel consists of a 
long dress and a surcoat.

(7) A lady, in a cap, who appears to be holding a surcoat 
over her long skirt. She has an object of some kind 
under her right arm.

At each end of this slab are pilaster-like features, with 
Renaissance details resembling those on the Purefey table-tomb 
at Fenny Drayton, of which there is a photographic illustration 
opposite page 96 of the fourteenth volume of the Society's Transact- 
tions. Indeed, the whole of the Peckleton panel may well have 
been designed and executed by the same artist.

Fortunately, three panels of ancient glass have survived to 
remind us of the colour and beauty of the interior of the church 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. These assembled 
fragments were discovered about fifty years ago, in the course 
of excavations then made in the churchyard. They are now 
suspended in the chancel window recesses, in the positions 
marked 1, 2 and 3 on the longitudinal section.

Detailed records of the alterations carried out in the years 
1869 and 1870 are in existence and throw some light on the earlier
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appearance of the building. During those years, the external 
wall-plastering and an oak-framed porch on the south side were 
removed. At the same time, the galleries at the west end and 
the box-pews were taken away from the interior. New porches 
on the north and south sides were erected, the north and south 
doorways were rebuilt, and, as stated above, the external masonry 
of the chancel was refaced and new chancel buttresses were built. 
Minor repairs to the tower and spire were carried out in 1929.

In the graveyard, south of the church, there are some excel 
lent specimens of Swithland slate headstones. This slate is a 
beautiful and almost imperishable material, and the clear-cut 
examples at Peckleton hold their own in a county that is famous 
for these delightful memorials.

The total length of the church is 103 feet 10 inches, and its 
width 41 feet 9 inches.

In conclusion I wish to acknowledge the kindness of the 
Rector, the Reverend S. R. Pocock, M.A., in giving many 
facilities, and also of Miss Florence Astill, of Cossington, who made 
several sketches, which served as memoranda in connection with 
the " lateral " panel in the south aisle.
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GEORGE FRANCIS FARNHAM, F.S.A.
From a -painting by /. F. Pettinger



FRONTISPIECE
The photogravure frontispiece to this part of Transactions is from a 
portrait in oils painted some three years ago by Mr. J. F. Pettinger, who 
presented it to Mr. Farnham as a token of personal regard. About four 
years earlier, Mr. Pettinger had painted two portraits of Mr. Farnham, 
to form part of a presentation made to their leader by members of our 
Society. One of these was hung on the staircase at Quorn House, and 
the other in the Society's room at the Old Town Hall, Leicester, where 
it remains on permanent view. The third and latest, which has been 
carefully reproduced under the artist's direct supervision, is specially 
valuable and interesting, because it is a faithful and discerning represen 
tation of Mr. Farnham as he appeared in the most mature period of his 
life. Mr. Farnham warmly appreciated the good feeling that prompted 
Mr. Pettinger to paint the portrait and give it to him, and the editorial 
sub-committee wish to express their gratitude for the willing trouble he 
took to get it satisfactorily reproduced for them.

S. H. S.




