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EDITORIAL

We start this issue with another entry from the Leicestershire Historian 
reminiscences competition, an essay by Mr Frewin Gray who, in his own 
words, 'was born at Houghton-on-the-Hill and for 40 years was on the road 
to and from Leicester'. With his imaginative account of Catholic family 
life at the turn of the seventeenth century Bernard Elliott departs from his 
usual subjects of nineteenth century education and Loughborough.

Peter Blakesley, whose note deals with present day problems resulting 
from the difficulties of establishing medieval ancestry, is a Leicester 
Architect and Historic Buildings Consultant. Miss Hajzyk is a research 
student at Cambridge University and came across the document which is 
the subject of her note in connexion with her thesis on the Church in 
seventeenth century Lincolnshire.

The article on a Loughborough clockmaker is by his direct descendent, 
J Wallis Chapman, who lives in Cumbria. Mr Chapman is also making a 
study of his great grandfather, the clockmaker's eldest son, the John 
Chapman who moved to London, was a political writer and was associated 
with many other projects apart from his patents for improving London cabs. 
He is anxious to hear from anyone who may be able to help him trace more 
information about John's life and work in Loughborough.



A COUNTRY CARRIER 

Frewin Gray

The year I started to go to school my father (who was then a mi Her) bought 
a carrier's business. So the windmill which he rented and which needed 
a lot of repairs was tied up for the last time and he started on a different 
job. That was in 1894 and the windmill was pulled down in 1919 and had 
stood for the last 25 years as a land mark.

A country carrier went into a nearby town and bought anything a customer 
needed and that meant anything to eat, drink, use or wear. So each morn 
ing before going into town the carrier would call at many houses for orders 
to buy from the town and anyone would go in his van or cart to town to do 
their own shopping.

After leaving the village where the carrier lived he would go through any 
village on the way to town and collect orders for that village. I as a lad 
soon was able to be useful on the van and used to enjoy shopping for any 
one. We used to buy almost anything and the carrier's van was a connec 
tion to other villages as carriers passed goods on to others to be delivered 
to friends and relations, and at Christmas there were a great many parcels 
etc handed to other carriers and accepted for delivery into other villages. 
I remember we always had boots and shoes to take in for repairs and often 
brought them back the same day ready to wear. The cost for sole and 
heeling men's boots 2/9, Ladies 1/9. We also took scissors to be sharpen 
ed, cost 2'/2d pair and razors to be set cost 6d, spectacles for repairs, and 
they often returned the same day, clocks and watches and chairs to be re 
paired (cane and rush bottom chairs) which were repaired by the blind 
people, changing of books at the Library and collecting medicines from a 
doctor, or a chemist's shop or from a Public Dispensary. A country 
carrier was a busy and a trusted man.

A very pleasant job in the summer but a rough one in the winter. After 
the first world war we changed from horses to motors and then it was all 
changed. A day to town with the horses was 9am till 7pm and often later, 
but the horse days were the best.

Carriers had all sorts of goods to collect and deliver. I remember having 
some 1/2 inch match boarding to bring to a carpenter and this was loaded on 
top of the van in rather long lengths and it was a wet and windy night, and



it rattled over the horse's head. Coming down one hill it moved a bit and 
hit the horse on the head and that upset the horse. So I removed the wood 
into the ditch nearby and the carpenter sent his man to collect it in the 
morning. He was pleased that no harm was done and didn't mind fetching 
it about a mile from out of the ditch.

On market days we sometimes had a calf to bring home for a farmer. This 
was put in a sack with its head out at the top. Passengers didn't mind, 
and if any children were also in the van they were delighted. At times we 
had small pigs and lambs and lots of poultry which was sold, hens at 6d 
Ib live weight, chickens 3lbs and overl/- Ib and older cockerels at 1/- 
each. We also sold butter and eggs, wild rabbits and, in season, soft 
fruits, apples and pears, mushrooms etc. What did a carrier charge for 
these services ? 2d each for small parcels and then a bit extra for larger 
ones, building materials 4d cwt, cattle meal and cake etc also at 4d cwt. 
A carrier had to be a strong man as corn etc, also lime and cement, could 
be in 2 cwt sacks.

I used to enjoy going to the main stations to collect trunks etc and to see 
the trains. Of course in the early days the vans had no lights on them, 
just a candle lantern inside the van to keep the passengers awake also to 
read the names on the parcels. We certainly looked forward to having a 
moon (Parish Lantern) and it made the dark nights more pleasant to be 
out in. That reminds me, we often had paraffin oil to carry, which was 
carried on the 'scratch' at the back of the van. The bakers depended on 
the carrier to collect the yeast for bread making. The butchers needed 
hides, skins etc taken to the market each week and also joints of meat 
to be delivered to some of the Hotels. Changes in prices of food at the 
grocers. Before the first world war sugar was 4 Ibs for 7d, tea 1 /4 Ib, butter 
1A, cheese 6d, bacon from 6dlb, just to mention a few items. Barrel of 
beer 9 gallons 8/6, whiskey 3/6 bottle also rum, with brandy a little 
dearer.

One morning a lady asked if I would take her lad to the dentist, to have 
a tooth pulled out. I waited while this was done and paid a 1/- for the 
extraction and the boy walked home, but sad to say the wrong tooth was 
pulled out. So another journey was made to put things right and another 
1A to pay. That's all true and a carrier often took children into the 
country to visit grandparents and aunts and uncles, for a holiday with 
them.
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But the carrier's horse and van and the cold dark rides in the winter and 
the very pleasant ones in the summer are now a memory. Those were the 
days when carriers' vans and carts stood in the streets outside many 
Inns and Hotels on market days and you could take pork sausages and 
pork pies home for your supper, cost 8d per Ib.



THE TILTON FAMILY IN AMERICA AND ITS LINK WITH TILTON ON THE HILL 

Peter D A Blakesley

For some years past there has been a series of visitors from America who 
have travelled across the Atlantic to visit the Leicestershire village of 
Til ton on the Hill, the village where, it is their belief, their forebears 
were formerly resident. In a rather pleasant and intense way the visitors 
have shewn an immense interest in their lineage, so much so that there is 
an active Til ton Society in America, which endeavours to obtain any infor 
mation it can about it. The members are convinced that they are the direct 
descendants of the family of Digby, lords of the manor of Tilton from the 
twelfth century until the seventeenth century, when the manor was sold. 
The history of the Digby family is, in itself, a fascinating story, connect 
ed intimately with the fortunes of this country; but it is the story of the 
Tilton family in America which forms the subject of this note.

In the late 1960's Frederick A Tilton Junior, Attorney at Law of Concord, 
Massachusetts, called at Tilton and I had the privilege of shewing him 
round the church and of giving him the information I had immediately 
available about the family of Digby and its relationship to the church and 
village. The visitor was at that time the secretary of the Tilton Society in 
America, and subsequent to his visit he forwarded copies of documents 
prepared in America which purported to substantiate the claim by the 
America Tiltons to be descended from the Digby family of Tilton manor.

These documents included The Genealogical Table of the Noble Family of 
Digby. which is more detailed than the one published by Nichols and 
which traces the family of Digby back to one Aelmar, of Saxon origin, 
living in Tilton during the reigns of Edward the Confessor and William the 
Conqueror.

Frederick Tilton's grandfather, Frances Theodore Tilton, published in 1927 
a booklet on the History of the Tilton Family in America. It is interesting 
to read the version he gives in this of the derivation of the name 'Tilton'. 
It 'was given to a hill in Leicestershire by the Anglo Saxons who settled 
there, because they had found on this hill the remains of fortifications 
constructed by the Romans during their invasiqn of England. It signifies 
'the place where soldiers have been, a place of tournament or a village 
of tents'.' In another document forwarded by Frederick Tilton, The 
Ancestry of Phoebe Tilton (author and date not given), the name of the



village is quoted from the Oxford Dictionary of Place Names as 'Tila's 
Tun', the enclosure, village or homestead of an early Englishman by the 
name of Til a. Whatever the origin of the name, and there may be other 
versions, the village was certainly established as the township of 
Tiletone, a King's manor, by the time the Domesday Book was compiled.

The family tree traces the origin of the Digbys back to Aelmar, although 
the first Digby mentioned is given no dates, which is unfortunate. Nichols 
clearly states that there was this direct descent and he may have had 
access to the genealogical table quoted in the American source as having 
been compiled from a 'copy of the Genealogical Table of the Noble Family 
of Digby now at Minterne (Dorset)'.

Where, however, is the link with America established and why is the 
family Tilton rather than Digby? There appear to be documentary refer 
ences to various characters bearing the name of Tylton or de Tylton; 
but it was common for persons to be identified by their place of origin or 
residence and, as might be expected, there is also evidence which con 
cerns the Digby family which seems distinct from the de Tyltons. An 
incident recorded as having taken place in 1297 may serve to illustrate 
the point. This concerned the shooting of Simon Skeffington by John de 
Tylton. It is recorded that John fled to his own house in Tilton, 'a 
capital messuage which stands between the house of Alexander de Tylton 
towards the west and the house of John Diggebye to the east'. This in 
dicates the probability that John de Tylton was not himself a Digby.

The family purchased the manor of Digby in Lincolnshire in 1256, in the 
time of Sir John Digby, whose effigy, with that of his wife, is in Tilton 
church. This is quoted in Burke's Peerage as the possible origin of the 
family name; but both Nichols and the family tree indicate that the name 
Digby was in use well before that. There is no evidence available to 
prove that the Digbys were in residence in Tilton after the purchase of 
the Digby manor, and no evidence to the contrary. It is known that 
Digbys were tenants of the Earl of Warwick as late as 1235, but they may 
well have moved to their newly purchased manor in Lincolnshire.

To return to the link with America, according to Frances Tilton the first 
Tiltons in America were William and John Tilton, who emigrated from 
England and settled at Lynn, Massachusetts, between 1630 and 1640. 
William was born in 1589 and apparently emigrated with his wife and 
two sons. The date suggests that the emigration may have been due to
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the religious situation of the times; but if the emigre William Tilton is to 
be allied to the Digbys, he is being allied to a family with a long tradition 
of loyalty to the crown. A possible exception was Sir Everard, born in 
1578, who was executed in 1606 for complicity in the Gunpowder Plot. It 
is even suggested that William might have changed his name to Tilton on 
account of the slur on the name of Digby caused by Sir Everard; but one 
must ask how important this would have been in America at the time.

A further complication is that the actual ancestry of William Tilton is not 
known. When parish registers were begun in 1538, there were Tiltons in 
Gloucestershire. Researches by C A Bernan quoted in Frances' history 
established two William Tiltons, both resident in Gloucestershire, who 
would have been the right age to emigrate; but apparently he found that 
both of these Williams died in England. It is known that there were 
Tiltons in London (mostly in commerce) and others in Wiltshire and 
Devon, again mostly tradesmen and without any known link with the 
Digbys.

The most likely condidates are William Tilton of Narborough, son of a 
Thomas Tilton whose will is dated 1594, and another William Tilton, of 
Church Lawford in Warwickshire, who married a Claybrooke girl in 1610. 
Here there may be a link in that the William who emigrated settled in 
Lynn. One of the prominent settlers in Lynn at the time was a Tamworth 
man who had married a daughter of a Leicestershire clergyman and there 
is a tradition amongst the American Tiltons that a son of the emigre 
William, one Peter Tilton, emigrated to Lynn with a parson from Wroxall in 
Warwickshire.

The American records start in 1643 with William. His birth date is given 
as 1589 and his wife's name as Susannah. The Claybrooke girl who be 
came the wife of William of Church Lawford was named Ursula.

The evidence seems rather confused; but it can be seen that the claim 
that the emigre came from either Leicestershire or Warwickshire is open 
to considerable doubt and at no stage is there any apparent link with 
either Tilton on the Hill or with the Digby family.

There seems to be little real evidence to link these keen American Tiltons 
with the Digbys of Tilton. It must be accepted that the name Tilton may 
originally have come from the village, but this gives no direct link with 
the Digby family which, as far as the evidence goes, probably left the



village in the thirteenth century and had little direct contact except 
through their tenure of the manor. A clue seems to lie in the statement 
of Frances Theodore Tilton that it was possible that the Digby coat of 
arms was used in America upon arrival there by the emigre; 'it is said 
that there is evidence that they were in use in New England around the 
year 1700. It is also stated that, in an ancient document, Peter Tilton of 
Hadley, Massachusetts is styled 'Peter Tylton, Armiger', thereby indicat 
ing that he was of an armigerous English family and entitled to armorial 
bearings.'

It is also suggested in the same history that Peter was the son of William 
Tilton of Church Lawford by his first wife (he apparently married twice, 
the Susannah noted above being his second wife). Unfortunately there 
appears to be no record of the name of William's first wife, although it 
might be tempting to think that she could have been the Ursula who came 
from Claybrooke.

There is another reference which suggests that the interest of the 
American Tiltons in their history is of long standing. It is noted that on 
May the 14th 1861 a Kenelm Henry Digby wrote to General William S 
Tilton of Boston, Massachusetts, giving him some details of the Digby 
family and stating that at that time there was in existence 'a parchment 
in our family which states that Tilton Church was founded by our family 
in 1190'.

Although this date corresponds with the earliest standing part of the 
church, there is architectural evidence that there was almost certainly 
an earlier church on the site. The Domesday record mentions a priest at 
Tilton and there is also evidence that the church was under Launde 
priory some time before 1162 and was under the patronage of Launde up 
to the dissolution of the monasteries. There can be little doubt that the 
south aisle was built as a chantry by Sir John in the thirteenth century, 
but there is little evidence of a close connection between the family and 
the church until the time of Sir John.

I have had no opportunity of examing any records in the possession of 
the present members of the family. All I have done is to examine the 
local records and analyse the evidence produced by the American 
Tiltons. Clearly, on the evidence available, it is difficult to establish 
that the American Tiltons are direct descendants of Sir John and Lady 
Tilton whose effigies lie in Tilton church; but this is the interest and
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excitement of historical research. I once tried to trace my own forebears 
back to the village of Blakesley in Northamptonshire without success and 
found that the only records about which I could be reasonably certain go 
back only to the early nineteenth century. I can imagine that anyone try 
ing to verify his ancestry back to the twelfth century, especially when 
several thousand miles separate him from his supposed origins, must need 
all the greater enthusiasm and runs the risk of all the greater disappoint 
ment.
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THE NOTE-BOOK OF AN ENGLISH RECUSANT 

Bernard Elliott

In 1700 the animosity against Catholics in England caused by the policy 
of James II had not yet died down and in that year a particularly ferocious 
Act was passed against them. Priests and schoolmasters convicted of 
Catholicism were to suffer life imprisonment. Catholics who sent their 
children abroad for their education were to be fined £100 for every child 
so sent. Catholics could be deprived of their property by a Prostestant 
next of kin and they were to be disqualified from buying property (1). 
What was it like to be a Catholic in England under these circumstances? 
Fortunately a small note-book, belonging to Henry Nevill of Nevill Holt 
in Leicestershire, a fairly wealthy Catholic landowner, is preserved in 
the Leicestershire Record Office and provides some answers to that ques 
tion (2).

The Nevills at that time were a powerful and old established family in 
the county. Originally they had lived in Yorkshire, but in the fifteenth 
century Thomas Nevill had settled at Holt in Leicestershire and after 
that the village was called Nevill Holt (3). At the time of the Reforma 
tion the then representative of the family, another Thomas, who was a 
personal friend of Henry VIII, had embraced Protestantism; and his 
daughter Mary and her husband, Thomas Smith of Essex, were also strong 
Protestants. In the 1620's their son, also called Thomas, seems to have 
become a church-papist at the instigation of the Jesuits at the time of 
the second Catholic Counter-Reformation, when it became fashionable for 
the gentry to take an interest in Catholicism (4). Thomas's son Henry, a 
strong Royalist in the Civil War, was also a church-papist, but Henry's 
son William came out into the open and was a practising Catholic and 
such a determined Jacobite that he followed James II into exile in 1688 
and never returned to England.

William's son, the second Henry Nevill, born in 1643, was the author of 
this note-book, which he began to keep in 1700, the year of the Act of 
Parliament mentioned. Did he have to pay dearly for his father's 
Jacobitism, or did he lead a life in all respects practically the same as 
that led by contemprary Prostestant landowners?

Henry spent much of his time on his own estate in the country. Evidently 
he looked after it carefully. For instance in April 1700 he noted the
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following trees, presumably newly planted in the various gardens round 
the Hall: 'Kitchen garden 4-2 peaches 2 necterins backyard 3 1 
apricock 2 peaches orchard 4 2 apricocks\2 perdigin plums coale yard 
4 1 peach 1 necterin 1 perdigin 1 queen mother (nether?) court yard 1 
apricock stable yard 1 apricock pheasant garden 3 apri cocks 6 muscle 
plums 1 peach . .'.

Work on the gardens of the Hall is probably recorded by the entries in the 
autumn of 1701 for payments to various workmen from the neighbouring 
village of Easton-on-the-Hill 'for digging the new ground at 10d a score'. 
Huge brick walls, which are still standing, surrounded the gardens. But 
the fishponds have disappeared. On the 4th of April 1704 Henry noted 
the following fish in his three ponds; 'in the great new pond 20 brace of 
carp 9 inches and 20 brace 12 inches 10 brace of tench 6 inches 10 5 of 
small ones in the 1st new pond 15 brace of carps 9 inches 5 of 12 
inches 10 brace of midlin tench The blind Pond 10 brace of carp 20 
brace of tench'. A large supply of fish was a necessity for a Catholic 
household the size of Henry's. Over a third of the days of the year were 
days of fasting or of abstinence from meat even, according to some 
clerics, for Protestant guests and servants (5).

The note-book provides few glimpses of the interest Henry took in farming 
and there is nothing to shew that he was involved in arable farming. He 
certainly kept sheep; for on the 20th of August 1703 he sold to his son- 
in-law John Tasburgh 'sheep lambs and wool for--(£) 10-7-6'. At an un 
specified date he also 'sold to Toby wool! fourTod nine pound at 14s-9 
a Tod comes (to £)3-3-8'.

Like many other gentry Henry was immensely fond of gambling and when 
entertaining his friends he levied bets of all sorts with them. Most bets 
concerned the great war then being fought between England, Austria and 
France. Thus on the 10th of July 1704 the talk turned on the possibility 
that the Elector of Bavaria might quit the French alliance. Jeff Barton 
wrote in his host's note-book: 'I lay Mr Tasburgh 2 Guineas that either 
the Duke of Bavaria Comes into alliance with the Emperour before Michael 
Mass day next ... or the Allies before that day are in possession of 
Munick'. The first bet was followed by many others: 'Mr Griffin lays the 
same wager with Mr Tasburgh My Father Nevill goes halfes in these 
Bets above Mr Kinsman bets one Guinea with Mr Nevile that Mr Barton 
wins Mr Tasbur is part with Mr Nevile'. On an earlier occasion 'Mr 
Barton lays Mr Neville 2 Guineas that Elector of Bavaria is in Peace with
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the Empire on the 1 st of July 1703*. Then on Midsummer Day 1704 John 
Tasburgh wrote in the note-book: Tor a Guinea recea(v)d I am to give my 
Father Nevill twenty Guineas when Archduke Charles is in possession of 
Madrid witness my Hand John Tasburgh'. It was not only the laity who 
made bets. When the Reverend George Stave ley, the parson of the neigh 
bouring village of Medbourne, called upon Henry on the 13th of September 
1703, they evidently discussed the war, as a result of which 'Mr Stavely 
layes me half a crowne that the french and Bavarians are not joyned in 
Tyrol I or thereabouts by the 5th of September 1703 and a crowne that 
they are not at or before the 29th . . .'.

The birth of animals was as frequent a subject for betting as the war. 
Thus John Tasburgh 'Layd my Father that the dunn mare is with foale 
one Guinea And one Guinea that the dunn mare is with Foale 
And another that the Sorrel I Roane mare is with foale And one crowne 
that the dunn mare foales by the twenty sixth day of April! att noone 
And one crowne that the Roane mare is with Foale And one Guinea that 
the Roane Mare Foales by the last day of july att night -- The Dunn is to 
Foale by the last day of ApriII Inclusive'. Again in 1703 he 'lay my 
Father Nevill two Guineas to one that the Roane Mare foales by the last 
day of july Inclusive'.

In February 1702 the subject was one that is of perennial interest to 
gentlemen - taxation, whereupon Henry wagered his son-in-law half a 
guinea that the Land Tax did not exceed four shillings in the pound. 
Then a newspaper, The Monthly Mercury, arrived from London, where 
upon Henry had a bet with his son-in-law that the next issue would 
contain a translation, but of what the entry is illegible.

Henry provided good sport for his guests out of doors as well as inside. 
Thus in 27 days of shooting from the 18th of October to the 31st of 
December 1700 they killed some 141 woodcocks. As well as providing 
the quarry, Henry also provided the powder. On the 19th of November 
that year he bought 22 Ibs of powder from his cousin Weston for 5/6d.

Though by 1700 Henry was advancing in years, he still enjoyed country 
sports, such as horse racing. A Northamptonshire race meeting is re 
ferred to in this long entry; 'Rothwell Slade the first friday in September 
worth near fifty pounds 12 stone gentlemen ride horse to be enterd the 
tuesday seven night before, horses six yeares old none to run that is 
seven that is no horse to run that is compleat seven*. Racing was not
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then confined to a few riders; practically every one attending a meeting 
went on horseback and took part in the races. That fishing and falconry 
were other pastimes of his is suggested by the fact that when in London 
he bought hooks, lines and verveilles (varvels) for 13/6d.

We may infer something about Henry's attitude to marriage. It is clear 
that while he was prepared to mix socially with his Protestant neighbours 
he preferred that his children should marry Catholics. In this he was 
following the traditions of his family and the wishes of the clergy. His 
own two sisters. Me I i or a and Anne, had married into important aristocratic 
families. Meliora's husband was one of the most important and interesting 
Catholics of the seventeenth century -- Sir Richard Weston of Surrey (6). 
He was a progressive agriculturist who, in his Discourse of Husbandry. 
advocated the use of turnips, drainage schemes and agricultural canals. 
As for Anne, she had made a rather strange alliance -- she married her 
step-grandmother's son, Thomas Markham of Ollerton, Nottinghamshire, a 
member of a prominent Recusant family (7). Henry himself had four 
daughters and two sons. The only one to marry a non-Catholic was his 
eldest daughter Margaret, who married Baldwin Conyers, the son of Sir 
John Conyers at Holt on the 13th of February 1700. Whether a Catholic 
priest married them we do not know, but in any case a valid and lawful 
sacramental marriage could take place without a priest at this time (8). 
It would seem, however, that Margaret and Baldwin Conyers agreed that 
any children they might have should be brought up as Catholics; for they 
had two daughters, Hannah and Theresa, both of whom married important 
Catholics. The former married William Woolascott of Woolhampton, 
Berkshire and the latter married a very important Scottish Catholic, the 
fifth Earl of Traquair.

Of Henry's other children his second daughter, Mary, married a wealthy 
Italian banker. Count Peter Joseph Migliorucci of Florence, and his 
youngest daughter. Frances, married John Tasburgh of Flixton, Suffolk, a 
prominent East Anglian Catholic. Anne, the remaining daughter, became 
a nun. She died in 1701; but Henry made no reference to this in his note 
book.

Anxiety to prevent mixed marriages led to some rather strange alliances, 
especially after the flight abroad by so many Catholics in 1688 We have 
seen that Anne Nevill married her step uncle; but a still more unusual 
marriage was planned by Henry for his younger son, Thomas. The latter, 
born in 1688, became the husband of his aunt. She was Frances Winter,
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the widow of Sir Charles Winter of Lydney, Gloucestershire, and a woman 
nearly forty years older than her second husband. Her first husband was 
a man of enormous wealth and presumably it was to keep this wealth with 
in the ranks of the Catholics that the young Thomas led his mother's 
sister to the altar. But the marriage did not last long. Frances died in 
1720 and Thomas in 1722, leaving his father richer by some £240,000. 
The elder son, George, never married; for he became mentally deranged 
soon after leaving school.

From the note-book we see that Henry's daughters and their husbands 
spent much of their time at Holt. In fact Frances's two sons were born 
there and the following wager seems to refer to the birth of a child: 'If 
a boy I win the money In my Father Nevills hand If a girle all the 
money is Mr Palmers and all the money is but five shilling and sixpence'.

Thus Henry referred in his note-book to his relatives and his friends. He 
also referred on occasion to his tenants, as on the first of July 1701 
when he received certain sums of money from Will Bradley, Mr Smith, 
Cornelius Hill and William Moore. We should expect to find Catholics 
among his tenantry. So it was; for William Moore and Mr Smith were both 
Catholics who, like their master, were often brought before the magist 
rates at Quarter Sessions and fined for being Popish Recusants. Moore 
was actually Henry's gardener and Mr Smith was a fairly rich farmer who 
lived in the neighbouring village of Medbourne. The two other tenants 
mentioned were both churchwardens who had the uneviable task of report 
ing the continued absence of their master from the Anglican service to 
the local ecclesiastical court.

Like most aristocrats of the period Henry spent several weeks in London 
each year. He did not always go there at the same time of the year. In 
1700 he went in June, in 1701 in November and in 1702 in April. The 
best way for him to reach the capital would have been by the 
Northampton coach. First he would make his way to Northampton, either 
on horseback or by the family coach. There he could join the coach for 
London which, travelling by Stony Stratford and St Albans, would deposit 
him at the Spread Eagle Inn in Gracechurch Street. This was one of the 
busiest and most important coaching inns of London, from which coaches 
left for all parts of England as well as the midlands (9). When travelling 
to London there may have been no need to book in advance; but for the 
return journey Henry booked ahead, jotting down in his note-book a pay 
ment 'for earnest for Northampton coach (£)0-7 6'.
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Like other gentlemen Henry went to London for both business and pleasure. 
His legal and financial affairs made it imperative for him to see both his 
lawyer and his banker. At the time Henry was inserting these entries in 
his note-book, the most important transaction he was undertaking was the 
marriage of his eldest daughter Margaret to the son of the wealthy noble 
man Sir John Conyers of Great Stoughton, Huntingdonshire. A London 
lawyer, Mr Rock, was engaged to draw up the marriage settlement. So 
when Henry made the journey to London in November 1701, he took with 
him '3 parchment wrightings', two of which were 'articles conserning my 
son and daughter Conyers' and 'wrightings conserning £2000 due from me 
to Sir J Conyers'.

The other document he carried with him was the counterpart of his mort 
gage. Like most estates at this time in England, Nevill Holt was subject 
to a strict settlement. When he succeeded his father William to the in 
heritance, a settlement was drawn up whereby he became life tenant and 
the estate passed on entailed to his heir, George. Included in the settle 
ment were his wife's jointure and his daughters' dowries. Margaret's 
dowry was £2,000, Mary's £2,500 and Frances's similar. Thus Henry had 
to raise over £6,000 to meet his daughters' dowries, and he did so by 
mortgaging his property to the Honourable Dudley North and Edward Ward 
for the sum of £6,800 (10).

Henry's banker was Richard Pierson, at the sign of the Acorn over against 
the Temple next door to the Queen's Head Tavern, Fleet Street (11). He 
acted as Henry's financial agent and collected the rents from Henry's two 
estates in the south of the country. So when he went to London Henry re 
ceived from Pierson the money due to him from the two tenants at Woodhall, 
near Pinner in Middlesex, Edwards Edlin and Matthew Fearne, both 
Protestants, and also from Thomas Kimber, his tenant at Oxford, a Catholic. 
Occasionally Henry took the opportunity to visit these outlying estates 
when he was in London. Thus in April 1702 he spent three days at 
Woodhall, which cost him £1.0.0.

He seems to have left the paying of bills until he reached London, when 
he settled his accounts by giving his creditors a note upon Mr Pierson. He 
certainly paid his school bills for George and Thomas, who were being 
educated in France, in this way; on the 14th of June 1700 he charged Mr 
Pierson with a bill paying to Mr Ed Green, or order, for Henry's pension 
the sum of 25 livres.
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Henry could hardly expect to find suitable clothes of fashion in provin 
cial towns and so he also used his time in London for shopping. He 
bought socks, stockings, gloves, hats, buckles, garters and shirts of 
flounce. He also bought other articles that he could not purchase locally, 
such as Lady Moor's drops, an eighteenth century panacea for all ailments 
(12).

Before ieaving for London Henry would sometimes jot down a reminder of 
what he wished to buy there; for example 'To buy Franck the life of our 
savior So when in London he most likely bought for his youngest 
daughK   -ances the Life of Christ by Avancini Bouhours, a favourite 
book among English Catholics. He also made a note of two other books, 
'La Maniere de Belle penser de Pere Bohour' and 'Les maximes de Msr 
Rochefacau(l )t'. Two other articles he purchased while in London were 
a large pane of glass, 34 (inches) long and 231/z broad, which he apparent 
ly procured from 'Mr Styles Glacier in new street clare market', and a 
tooth pick case which cost him 1/6d

Much of the time in London was spent in meeting friends and in visiting. 
The usual way to locate a house was by reference to an important 
building in the vicinity, usually an inn. In this way he could find Mr 
Williams, who lived 'over against the Red Lyon in Drury Lane'. Henry 
Barwell was located 'next door to the horse and Trumpett', while Mr 
Digby lived 'two doors off the plow in King Street, Bloomsbury'.

On occasion Henry seems to have arranged meetings in the tavern itself. 
One note reads 'Mr Robert Croshaw at the Looking glass in little Wood 
Street', and another 'Hipwell in Pickadilly Queens head'. Another spec 
ifies the time: 'Mr Barwell in Lyons Inne 3 clock Wednesday'. Then there 
is the cryptic entry 'at the red Lyon in Aldersgate Street 7 clock thursday 
morning'. What was Henry doing in a tavern so early? It it fanciful to 
suggest that he was attending Mass? Taverns were certainly used as 
Mass centres in eighteenth century London.

When Henry was in London he also did business for friends and relatives. 
One entry reads: 'the number of the Lady Wintours watch in Mr Tompions 
hands 3462'. Evidently he had taken a watch belonging to his sister-in- 
law Lady Frances Winter (later also his daughter-in-law) to the famous 
clockmaker Thomas Tompion for repair. But this was not the only time 
that he helped her when in London. In 1700 she was anxious to procure 
a warrant from the Lord Chancellor to enable her to catch game in the

20 .



Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire. In fact her late husband Sir John 
Winter, who had had great influence through his iron works, had been 
given a warrant to catch game in his lifetime; but when he died another 
local landowner. Sir Charles Kenbigh, was anxious to have the warrant. 
In this dispute the widow turned to her brother-in-law for help. He wrote 
in his note-book: 'To speake to Ld Wharton by C Griffin to get a warrant 
for my lady Wintour to pursue her game into or thorough the forrest of 
Deane . . .'. Colonel Griffin was a visitor to Nevill Holt and presumably 
a great friend of Henry's; but what was more important was that he 
knew Lord Wharton and it was the latter who had sufficient influence with 
the Lord Chancellor to see that the warrant was reissued in Lady Winter's 
name. But before contacting Lord Wharton, Henry decided to send him a 
present: hence this note; Thatchers at the thatcht house in Chancery 
lane to buy sherry in the Ld Whartons name'.

Henry was not likely to leave London without indulging his passion for 
gambling. Hence we read in his note-book: 'William Rowly Esqr Groom 
porter at his lodgings in White Hall'. The groom porter was a court 
official who saw to the furniture in the royal rooms. As a perquisite of 
his office he was allowed to keep gaming tables. Evidently Henry paid 
him a visit while in London; but upon which game he gambled is not 
stated.

In 1703 Henry spent only a short time in London as he proposed to visit 
his two sons at school in France. Since England and France were at war, 
the only way he could reach France was by sailing in a ship that was ex 
changing prisoners of war. An entry in his note-book suggests that he 
applied to 'Mr Burt secretary to the sick and wounded office and exchange 
of prisoners in Princes Street Westminster'. He was successful in his 
quest and saw George and Thomas at the Jesuit school of La Fleche, some 
fifty leagues from Paris. Actually he stayed in Paris at an inn managed 
by a Mr Dole, 'to whom I did owe mony when I quitted Paris'.

The only reference to politics in his note-book is this wager: 'July 29th 
1704 Mr Arundell is chosen not Mr Montague at Northampton next el lec 
tion'. Whether he favoured Whigs or Tories is difficult to say: he certain 
ly entertained the Tory MP for Leicestershire, John Verney, but he also 
contacted Lord Wharton, a prominent Whig stateman. It may be that he 
was not greatly interested in politics, since he could not sit in Parliament 
or act as magistrate or even vote in Parliamentary elections.
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References to his religion are also meagre. We know that he sent his 
children to Catholic schools abroad, that he read Catholic books, that he 
had Catholic tenants on his estate and that he preferred Catholic marriages 
for his children. But the note-book adds no further information on this 
subject. The only cleric mentioned was an Anglican parson; no reference 
was made to any Catholic priest.

Nevertheless the note-book gives us some indication of how a fairly 
wealthy Catholic landowner lived under the penal laws. He was certainly 
subject to some disabilities, but in many ways his life differed little from 
that of his Protestant friends. The Catholic gentleman of the early eight 
eenth century was far from being the persecuted recluse conjured up by 
some historians. Henry Nevill was accepted by his Protestant contempor 
aries and enjoyed a full and rich social life, as portrayed in this note 
book.
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THE PLIGHT OF AN UNMARRIED MOTHER IN THE EARLY SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY

Helena Hajzyk

Pregnancy before marriage was not unusual in the early seventeenth cen 
tury, but most couples in this predicament appear to have hastened to the 
altar. The girl who remained 'in trouble'was granted little sympathy, and her 
personal problems seldom have been recorded. Among a box of certifi 
cates pertaining to Lincoln diocese is the confession of Rose Arnold, a 
Leicestershire servant who was wooed and won, but never wed, by her 
master's son. The document is of dual interest: on the one hand it gives 
us a glimpse of the unhappy experiences of an ordinary seventeenth cen 
tury girl; on the other it highlights several of the features of the society 
in which she lived.

Our first clue to that society is the person to whom Rose was telling her 
tale, an official or delegate of the church courts. The county of Leicester 
was more or less coterminous with the archdeaconry that bore its name; 
and in much the same way as the shire was kept in order by its quarter 
sessions and assizes, so the affairs of the archdeaconry were regulated 
by the visitations of the bishop and archdeacon.

Justices of the Peace worked to keep the King's peace; ecclesiatical 
officers were concerned with the spiritual peace of the nation and 
attempted to ensure the moral and religious conformity of both the clergy 
and the laity. To some extent the spiritual system overlapped with the 
secular; probably an identical confession by Rose Arnold at one time 
existed in the assize files. But whereas the church courts sought to 
secure repentance of unmarried lovers and the amendment of their future 
lives, the first concern of a Justice would be to make arrangements for 
the maintenance of the child.

For sex before marriage a standard punishment decreed by the 
ecclesiastical judge was private penance before the parish priest. The 
penalty for promiscuity or prostitution would be more severe, open re 
pentance during divine service and again in the local market place, 
dressed on both occasions in the white sheet that symbolised the cleans 
ing of the sinner. Rose took care to stress her acceptance of a proposal 
of marriage. Had she had witnesses, or some token of Lane's avowed in 
tent, such as a pair of gloves, she would have been in a stronger posi-
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tion and might even have sued for breach of promise.

Apart from the moral implications of a baby conceived out of wedlock, 
there were the practical problems that followed its birth. There would 
be two more mouths to be fed from the parish poor box; for an unmarried 
mother was almost always poor. Girls with any fortune or family rarely 
failed to turn relectant suitors into husbands. A woman with a fatherless 
child would have difficulty in finding employment; for householders were 
held liable for the conduct of their domestic servants in the same way as 
they were for that of their children. It was with sound reason that Francis 
feared what the elder Mr Lane would say and sent Rose out of the county.

Once an unwanted pregnancy had been discovered, it was important to 
establish the identity of the father. Even a pauper's name might be 
worth knowing; for if his parish differed from that of the woman the up 
keep of the child could be shifted to another community. Women travell 
ing alone or arriving as strangers were regarded with suspicion as poten 
tial burdens that belonged elsewhere. Francis was anticipating problems 
of this sort when he provided Rose with an alibi of widowhood and an 
imaginary destination. Her passport would have been a testimonial to 
her new identity.

Though the word of a gentleman evidently protected Rose from harass 
ment or arrest as a vagrant, a trial she still might have had to endure 
was questioning at the time of her delivery. Midwives practised under 
licences from the officials of the church courts and it was one of their 
duties to extract the father's name in cases of doubt. Perhaps Rose 
chose to manage alone, which might make the death of her full term baby 
easier to explain.

Francis Lane appears as the villain of the piece; but his was an unen 
viable situation. His alleged double dealing and desertion of Rose 
hardly win our respect; yet it is unlikely that his family and friends 
would have regarded marriage to a social inferior as a more honourable 
course. Theirs was a society in which few things mattered more than 
the standing of the family in the county league of lineage, wealth and 
power. Love had a place in seventeenth century marriage, but it had to 
grow from a union that brought credit to the kindred of both parties. 
Without the approval of his family a young man would have a hard time 
making his way. For Francis the unacceptable alternative to forswearing
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his act was to forgo his country, by which he meant Leicestershire, our 
county but his world.

A couple of points remain. We learn that Rose's mother guessed the birth 
of a grandchild 'by tokens'. This may be a reference the kind of village 
magic that would be used when favourite goods or persons went missing. 
Perhaps she used her own divining tools; but it is more likely that she 
consulted a local 'cunning man'.

The story ends on an interesting note. Rose told the court that Francis 
found justification for telling lies in the Bible; 'If I be born elected, 
whether I swear or not swear I shall be saved'. Misinterpretation of the 
scriptures in one's own interest was a crime that contemporary Catholic 
propagandists delighted in laying at the doors of Bible reading Protestants. 
The placing of too arrogant a trust in salvation, or 'election to grace' was 
an offence that the Church of England had begun to discern among some 
of its own members.

We may wonder whether Rose was as guillible as her belief in the medici 
nal powers of well water might at first suggest. But she must speak for 
herself, and she does so eloquently.

The confession of Rose Arnold of Scraptoft (1)

Whilst I was a servant to Mr Lane of Tilton, I was importuned by Master 
Francis, son of the said Mr Lane; and, upon his promise made unto me to 
make me his wife, I granted unto him the loss of my chastity. Proving 
with child, I told him thereof; whereto he answered, "I know so much by 
my calender. Notwithstanding, I have read in a book that if a woman in 
such a case will but immediately drink a draught of well-water, it would 
cure her of such a disease".

 Which I, willing to prove, went forthwith out of my master's house in 
to a kitchen adjoining, to a well therein, there to have drunk water. With- 
erto he, following me (the well being by him already uncovered, it being 
dark, and I stooping to take water), violently offered to have cast me 
thereinto. But, I catching hold of the furniture of the well and striking 
aloud withall, he desisted from his purpose. And, asking him if he meant 
to murder or drown me, he answered - praying me to forgive him - that 
the Devil was then great with him for that purpose, but he was already 
sorry for the same.
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This being done about Martinmas time, he then prayed me - and every 
day more and more urged me - to depart from his father's house. Howbeit, 
I continued there, still his father's servant, until the first week in Lent, 
when (my fault beginning to be apparently seen) he persuaded me earn 
estly to leave the town of Tilton: which request I granted.

And he, still promising to marry with me, gave me twenty shillings of 
money, and a passport which testified that I was late wife to one Jamcill 
and that I had sustained great losses by fire, and that my husband 
(affrighted therewith) died leaving me comfortless, so that I was con 
strained (as appeared by my passport) to travel towards Lyme to certain 
of my dead husband's friends. He willed me also to go to a place called 
Coton in Cambridgeshire, where he would presently meet me and provide 
for me all things necessary.

Remembering that danger I was in theretofore, I determined not to meet 
him so far from home, for fear he should by some vile means have taken 
away my life; but wandered up and down in Northamptonshire until I was 
delivered of childbirth, and that the child died. -Which was about mid 
summer last.

Then I returned into Leicestershire to Scraptoft, to my mother, who in 
my absence, being suspicious thereof, and finding by tokens that I had 
lately been delivered of a child, reported the same so that it came to the 
ear of the minister of the town, whose name is Mr Fisher. -Who privately 
examined me who was the father of the child: to whom I answered truly, 
"Francis Lane of Tilton".

The news of my coming to Scraptoft being spread abroad, Francis Lane 
sent secretly unto me one Francis Bullivant, who willed me to meet the 
said Francis Lane in a place near Newton. -Where, we being meet, he 
(after some speeches) refused to marry with me; only he would give me 
twenty pounds if I would lay the child to one James Dallywater, late 
servant to his brother-in-law John Blunt of Tifton.  Which I refusing to 
do, saying "I have related the truth to Mr Fisher", he answered me, he 
could deal well enough with him, and he would still give me twenty 
pounds if I would but deny my speech before the said Mr Fisher and with- 
all lay the child to Dallywater. And, that I might the better do it, he 
did assure me that the said Dallywater was already hanged.

I, relying upon his promise of marriage, withstood these proffers and 
temptations. Then he flatly told me that he must either forsake his 
country or forswear the act,; and rather than he would forgo his country 
he would absolutely forswear it. "For", saith he, "I find it in one place 
of the Scripture, If I be born elected, whether I swear or not swear I 
shall be saved". Moreover he threatened me, if I would dissent from
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these motions he would call me before a justice and there lay to my 
charge that I had stolen certain things out of his father's house at my 
departure.

1 Lincolnshire Archives Office, Box 68, bundle 2, no 15 (not dated). 
Spelling and punctuation have been modernized. In the middle of 
the document a few words have been supplied where they were torn 
away.
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LETTERS OF A LOUGHBOROUGH CLOCKMAKER 

J W Chapman

John Chapman the clockmaker was born at Holywell Hall or Haw, a farm 
near Loughborough, in 1754, the third generation to live there. His father 
was determined, however, that his own son should not follow him as a 
farmer; he believed that away from the land, as a tradesman in a town, 
young John would be more at liberty to break away from the 'establish 
ment', to be nonconformist in religion, a radical in politics. So in 1767 
at the age of thirteen he was apprenticed, for a premium of twenty five 
guineas, to a Loughborough clockmaker, Joseph Donisthorpe. It is 
believed that his master, who conbined clockmaking with evangelical 
preaching as a General Baptist minister, had been instrumental in the 
conversion of the Holywell farmer to the Baptist Church.

By 1774 John had served his apprenticeship and in the same year Joseph 
.Donisthorpe died, just after preaching at the church. With his father's 
backing, John took over his master's business at the age of twenty. He 
continued to run it from his home and workshop in Mill Street (now re 
named Market Street) near the centre of Loughborough for over forty 
years. His clocks tell the story of his progress.

He made longcase or grandfather clocks of which several examples re 
main, including two in the Newarke Houses Museum in Leicester. These 
two are thirty hour clocks in oak cases, but he also made more elaborate, 
eight day clocks, cased in handsome mahogany, one of which I possess. 
The engraved brass dial was at that time giving way to the more easily 
read white dial. However I know of no Chapman clocks with brass dials, 
nor any of the wall or bracket type; although there are probably other 
clocks of his which I have not traced still keeping time in Leicestershire 
homes.

In 1795 John Chapman was among the twenty leading clockmakers in 
Leicestershire and the county who formed the Leicestershire Society of 
Clock and Watch-makers. The object was to deal with any 'Monopolizer' 
who might try to take over the trade by price cutting. Their list of a- 
greed regular prices makes interesting reading: the minimum figure for a 
thirty hour clock, excluding the case, was £3 while an eight day clock 
was fixed at £4.12.0. Repair charges were also stipulated.
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As his father had hoped, John joined the well established church at 
Quorndon, where he was baptised in the brook. However, when it was 
proposed to found a separate church at Loughborough, about three miles 
away, John was in opposition on the grounds that the members could not 
afford to support two ministers 'with requisite liberality'. He was over 
ruled and for this and other reasons he resigned his membership. The 
'other reasons' are not known to me. The separation may have been a 
formality for there is no suggestion that John ever joined any other church 
and he numbered among his friends the Reverend Dan Taylor and the 
Reverend Thomas Stevenson, both leading Baptist personalities. Further, 
his children were active members of the Church, particularly the Sunday 
School, their names appearing along with Sarah, their mother, in the 
Church membership lists. It seems unlikely however that John ever 
rejoined.

In 1784 John married, in Loughborough, a Sarah Bowley; but it seems that 
she died without issue, as in 1799 he married Sarah Parkinson of Quorn- 

.don. She was one of eight children of an important farmer, a Baptist con 
vert, noted for his progressive methods in the management of cattle and 
the breeding of sheep. Their first child died in infancy but their three 
sons, John (born in 1801), William and Edward, were reared successfully 
in the Mill Street home.

Meanwhile the clockmaking business was undergoing change. The 18th 
Century village clockmaker would make his clockwork from brass stock, 
usually engrave the brass dial and then have the long case made to his 
specification by a local joiner. The roads were bad and transport was 
often by packhorse, so the finished clocks rarely travelled far. In John's 
early days the white dials were bought from specialist makers in London 
or Birmingham but otherwise the old methods prevailed. His workshop 
may have resembled that of another Leicestershire maker, Samuel Deacon, 
as re-erected at the Newarke Houses Museum. But times were changing 
and with the coming of improved roads and canals the trade became more 
centralised; first clock parts and then complete movements were bought 
from Birmingham and the small town manufacturer's status was relegated 
to that of retailer and repairer.

At the same time Loughborough was becoming a centre of lace machinery 
manufacture, especially after John Heathcoat moved into the area in 
1805. Lace making machinery was complicated and the parts had to be 
made to very accurate measurements. Skilled workmen were not easy to
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find. This was clearly a clockmaker's apportunity. It is said that John 
Chapman first lent skilled workers to Heathcoat and perhaps later he made 
precision parts for him. An 1822 town directory describes him as 'Clock- 
maker and Ironmonger'. However by about 1816 he had ten or twelve 
mechanics employed, suggesting that his clockmaking and repairing had 
already taken second place.

In 1822 when the clockmaker was 68 years old his two elder sons, John 
and William, were set up to make 'bobbin carriages' for lace machines in 
their own factory in another part of Loughborough. We do not know what 
happened to the Mill Street business; it may have been continued for a time 
with Edward, the third son, or perhaps it was sold to provide some of the 
capital for the brothers' partnership.

As was customary the parents moved to live with their sons, who both 
married soon afterwards. For a time the factory prospered but so many 
others followed their example that there was gross over-production of lace 
machinery within a few years and many failures. The Chapmans struggled 
on for longer than others but when some of their machines were impounded 
on the grounds that they were to be illegally exported, the partnership was 
declared bankrupt. In 1834 all their possessions were seized by the credi 
tors and John, now aged eighty, and Sarah had to seek shelter with other 
relatives in Loughborough. John lived for another six years and it was 
during this time that he wrote the letters which have survived.

The unidentified writer in the General Baptist Magazine, sixteen years 
after the clockmaker's death, had the highest opinion of him, despite his 
differences with the Church. In Loughborough he was accepted as the 
leader of 'every design which contemplated the diffusion of knowledge, 
the protection of liberty, and the promotion of the happiness of his fellow- 
creatures' and was invited to take the chair at most popular public meet 
ings. His friends included Major Cartwright, 'that illustrious veteran in 
the cause of parliamentary reform', one of the founders of the Hampden 
Clubs, unions for the protection of civil and religious liberty. John 
Chapman became President, and his son secretary, of the Loughborough 
Hampden Club which had over a thousand members. At the time 'it required 
great fortitude to stand forward as the advocate of public rights, and equal 
skill to evade the illegal usurpations of the authorities' but the clockmaker 
was never disturbed by the authorities, despite an attempt to trap him 
through the notorious 'Oliver the Spy'. He had great presence and command 
of language together with a gift for logical and persuasive speech.
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The letters are all dated from Loughborough. No street address is given, 
but the Baxtergate Baptist Church membership book shews Sarah (John not 
then being a member) living in Ashby Road in 1839.

They are addressed to the clockmaker's son John in London, where he was 
seeking his fortune after the collapse of his Loughborough business. He 
was dependent upon journalism for a living, but was expecting large 
royalties from his patent for improving the Hanson cab - an expectation 
never fulfilled. With him were his wife Mary (daughter of John Wallis) and 
their daughters Mary, Sarah, Harriet, Ellen and Emily. The William men 
tioned in nearly all the letters was the clockmaker's second son who, with 
his wife Ann, was then living in Leicester. Edward, the third son, also 
married, was living in Nottingham.

Dear son John, Feb 22nd 1837

I hope this will find you and Mary and the Children in good health, 
we are anxious to hear whether you have all escaped the disease that 
prevails almost every where, your mother has had it but is got better, I 
have providentially escaped it so far (1).

Several of your old friends and neighbours are dead, among the others, 
old Mrs Jennings, Oliver Eaton, Thos Potter, Betty Whyman, Varnam's 
wife, Benjm Pollards widow your friend Mrs Dawson and Mrs Francis 
Harley are all dead.

Your uncle Willson dies Deer 26 and your.uncle Burbidge Monday 
morning Jan 16th found dead in his bed (2).

We have heard that many people at Leicester have died, but not 
learned that Willm or any of his family have been ill, although we have 
both seen him and several times heard from him.

We have not yet seen Edwd since I wrote last, but learn that he has 
had good health, his wife has had the prevailing disease but is got better 
and we expect to see them at Loughboro' in a few days. I have seen Miss 
Sarah Wallis, she has had a slight touch of the disease but is recovered; 
Mr Thos Wallis has been confined with it several days but is much better, 
John and his family are pretty well (3).
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We are also desirous to know how your cabbs managed when the 
passage in the streets was obstructed by snow.

A temperance meeting has been held in the general Baptist Chapel in 
the woodgate, a church clergiman from Sutton in the Chair, Mr Brock came 
forward as the secretary of a Temperance Society and said some good 
things, and a blacksmith from Birmingham kept the company (which was 
numerous) in a roar of laughter and clapping for a long time, at the ex- 
pence of the intemperate and advocated the disuse of all intoxicating 
liquors, your Mother was there, and was highly entertained with his 
speech.

I saw Mr Cropper as he passed through Loughboro' and he shewed 
himself very friendly, you was to call at his chambers, did you do so, and 
what was the consequence (4).

I wish you could sell the pinions &c, if it was at an inferiour price (5).

I fear you have not yet got the small ballance from Mr Bell. Wm has 
regularly paid me his weekly payments, but has yet given me nothing to 
wards the 16 shillings and I begin to be very short of money, if you con 
trive to help me to another payment in about a week you will much oblige 
me.

Our love to you, and Mary, and the children, and respects to all 
friends.

Your Loving Father & Mother

John and Sarah Chapman. 

While writing the above I hear Mr Angrave the baker is dead.

Your Aunt Wilson gives her love to you all, she is in a very infirm state 
of health, she is desirous to have 2oz of the same tea as the children 
sent their grandmother. If any favourable opportunity occurs of sending 
it free of expence you may send it to me and charge me for it, and I can 
get the money from her, but it is not worthwhile to pay carriage for it.

Mr John Chapman Noll St Albans Place Edgeware Road.
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(to granddaughter Sarah, aged ten)

Nov 11th 1837 

Dear Grand-daughter Sarah,

I received yours of Oct the 11th and was glad to see by your hand 
writing that you had made good improvement in your learning and we 
were amused by your account of your journey to Gravesend and your walk 
into Regent Street. Such walks are amuseing, and will improve your 
health. I shewed your letter to your uncle Thos (6) and Mrs Rudder and 
sent it to your uncle Willm. I also expect to see your Uncle and Aunt 
Edward very soon and intend to shew it to them.

Now you have made so much progress in learning you must endeavour 
to improve in knowledge, and the art of improveing that knowledge to the 
best advantage, which is to make yourself and your friends as happy as 
you can, the more you can contribute to the happiness ot your Relar': ns 
and Friends, the more they will love you and the more God Almightv wii! 
love you, and the happier you will be yourself.

Your Grandmother and myself both long to see you all, as we used to 
do, but as providence has ordered it otherwise vie. resist be contented as 
well as we can with hearing from you which we shall be glad to do at 
every convenient opportunity.

Your cousin Ann gets a very stout girl and is very useful to her 
mother. They have a very fine little boy by name John William they call 
him Little Willey. His mother brought him to Loughboro' some Time past 
to see us you would be pleased to see them (7).

your Affectionate Grandfather 

John Chapman.
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Feb 21st 1838 

Dear son John,

I received yours of the 6th and 1 pound by Mrs Wootton, for which I 
thank you, we are very glad and thankful to hear you are all so nearly 
recovered in health and hope and pray that your best Friend on high will 
speedily effect your compleat restoration. Your Mother and myself have 
had as good health as we could expect, considering the state of the 
weather, for which we have cause to be thankful. We are glad to hear so 
good account of the improvement of the children are makeing and also be 
glad to see them often as we used to do, but fear we shall never have 
that opportunity in this world.

I also received a letter 2 days past from William inclosing a draft 
for £4.8.8 from Mr Heming of Hinkley the banker, which Mr Middleton 
was so kind to give me the cash for without charging anything for his 
trouble (8). I understand Mr H is a principal shareholder in the Cab 
Company, and has sent me this money on your account. I shall keep an 
account of it until I see you or hear further from you.

Have you sold any of the cranks &c that you had by you, or have 
you any prospect of selling them, if not, I should be glad to have them 
at Loughboro', if I had an opportunity of getting them here at trifling 
espence as I believe I could sell the cranks if I had them here.

It is time to consider what must be done to procure me and your 
Mother a maintainance when the subscription is all spent, which will be 
sometime in July next, and I see no prospect of more money being 
raised (9). I should like to be with you or one of your brothers if I 
could be employed to some useful purpose, and best with you, because 
I should have more of my family about me, but I should content myself 
with either of them, if I had but the opportunity of making myself use- 
full. Will you think of it and take the earliest opportunity to give me 
your thoughts about it. I am yet active and could render myself useful I, 
if I had but the opportunity.

I now understand that the 1 pound I received of Josh Weston on the 
13th of Dec was borrowed of Weston and I have now repaid it out of the 
£4.8.8 from Heming which leaves me £3.8.8. From Sept 6th to Feb 21st
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is 24 weeks, which at 2/6 a week is 3 pounds, in lieu of which I have 
receiv'd £5.8.8 which is £2.8.8 over what is due (10).

As to news from Loughbro' it is yet of a melancholy.hue, Trade 
very flat, many houses shut up for want of tennants, several more of 
our neighbours dead, old Mr Staples the Taylor has hung himself. Upon 
the whole I see no reason to hope that Loughboro' will furnish much 
better news at present, when it does I shall be glad to send it to you.

Willm and Edwd and their families were all well when I heard last 
from them, which was very lately. Miss Ann Johnson is living with her 
sister Fletcher, she desires me to send her respects to all your family. 
Your Mother also desires me to remember her love to you all, she very 
much wishes to see the children and you both.

your affectionate Father 

John Chapman

P.S. We heard nothing of you being ill, until I we received your letter by 
Mrs Wootton. Your Mother is anxious to know whether it is your old liver 
complaint.

When you are remov'd you will take an early opportunity of giving me a 
copy of your new direction.

Aug 16th 1838 

Dear son,

I take the opportunity of sending this by a man that says he worked 
for us when we begun making bobbins &c (11), he calls himself Alien, 
and who is now going to London, to inform you that yours of July 29th 
encloseing a sovereign came safe to hand, for which I thank you. It al 
so enclosed letters from Mary and Sarah with which we were very well 
pleased as also are some of their friends who have seen them.

I will thank you to send another soverein by the time this worked 
out, least we find ourselves in want but cannot at present find out the 
method of sending it. I am sorry to be so expensive to you and your
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brothers but do not know how to avoid it. I do not make myself unhappy 
about it although I should be better pleased if it was not so.

I am glad to learn that providence has been so good to you as to give 
you dispositions rather to be thankful! for what you have and to enjoy it 
under his Blessing than to look out for subjects of discontent.

Myself and your Mother visited Mrs Wootton last evening and was 
pleased to hear her account of your present situation and prospects agree 
so well with all that we had heard before.

I should be glad to know whether or not you have yet disposed of the 
goods that were sent from Birmingham.

Give our best love to Mary and all the children and accept it your 
self and assure yourselves that we should be as happy to see you as you 
could be to see us, if providence should give us the opportunity. In your 
next we hope to hear of Emily getting well over the small pox and also 
of a continuation of the health of the whole family (12).

Mrs Hal lam has been over to Nottingham lately, and brought word 
that Edward looks very well indeed, and that he expects an addition to 
his family in about 2 months. Miss Mary Tiers has been to Loughboro 
lately, and has brought word that they are all in good health in both 
families. Your Mother was at a Church Meeting a few weeks ago and 
heard you and Mary dismissed to the Church in Edward Street with the 
consent of all present, which gave her great pleasure and she hopes will 
prove a great blessing to you both (13).

your Affectionate Father and Mother 

John and Sarah Chapman.

Nov2nd 1838 

Very dear Son and Daughter,

Mr Stubbs brought us your kind letter, and we were glad to hear 
from you, especially as we found you were all well and comfortable. I 
have had an attack of the bowel complaint but it has given way to a few 
doses of Rhubarb mixed with equal quantities of magnesia and Ginger, so
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I am (thank God) much better at present, your Mother has had an attack 
of the same complaint, but she also is recovering.

We have yet seen nothing of Alien, if I should see him I will get your 
debt of him if I can.

As I run short of money, if you could sell any of the pinions &c that 
you have on hand, and send me the cash, it would be useful, I cannot 
ask you for any on your own account because there is nothing yet due.

We are expecting a great meeting of the working men from a number 
of the villages around us next Tuesday, to testify their adherence to the 
Peoples Charter, and the national petition, and concur with other demon 
strations (as they are called) in sending Delegates to London to make a 
iormal demand of what they esteem their just rights. The bad state of 
Trade & high price of provisions has opened peoples eyes, and set them 
a thinking and Acting. The principal movers of the present are your 
friend Mr Attwood of Birmingham, and some of his acquaintances; at 
Loughboro* Thos Smart, and Mr Skevinton the Ranter preacher (14) have 
taken the lead, and several others have joined them, and are rendering 
them assistance; their principles are the old radical ones advocated by 
your late friend Major Cartwright. The Tories have taken the alarm and 
are doing all they can to prevent the attempt from succeeding but the 
working men know too well what that party have been in time past, to 
expect anything that is good from them. The days of delusion which pro 
duced such Melancoly effects in and to the Nation during the reigns of 
Geo the 3d and Geo the 4th are gone by, and it is devoutly to be hoped 
will never return.

Your brother Edward has got a young son, not yet 3 weeks old and 
both the child and its mother are likely to do well.

In yours of Septr the 26 you say you do not know exactly how the 
account is, and as it may be some satisfaction to you to know I inform 
you that the former account closed on the 10th day of July when there 
was 1s 4d coming to me, since which time there has reached me from you 
4 pounds, that is 1 pound each by Mrs Wootton and Thos North, and 2 
by James North (15).
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Your Mother joins me in love to you and Mary and all the children. 
Willm and Edw'd and their families were all wellwhen last I heard from 
them.

Your affectionate father 

John Chapman

(to granddaughter Mary, aged thirteen)

Dec 3rd 1838 

My very dear Grand-daughter,

I received your of Nov 25th with a very great deal of pleasure and so 
did your grandmother, the more so, because we observed proofs in it of 
your indeavours to improve your mind. Your attendance upon Mr Lewis 
was a very proper measure for improvement. The story of antient Babilon 
has been familiar to me a great many years, and I am pleased to find 
your account of it agree very well with what I remember to have read of 
it long since, I expect Mr Lewis will give you some account of the 
manner in which the city was taken, but lest he should not, I will tell 
you a little about it.

The city of Babilon had the river Euphrates running through it and 
the Babilionians had built strong and high walls with brasen gates on 
both sides of the river to prevent an enemy coming upon them that way, 
but the people had (like the king) been holding a feast to their false 
deities and in their revilriss forgot to shut the gates at the same time 
the enemy had turned the water into another channel, and thus they had 
an opportunity of marching along the bed of the River, and entering the 
City, killing the king, and putting an end to the Babilionian state, the 
same night the handwriting was seen on the wall, and Darius the Median 
took the kingdom, afterwards Cyrus and Persian took it, and sent the 
Jews back to their own land, read the 5th Chapter of Daniel and the books 
of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Your grandmother is pleased to hear that you are become a Teacher 
in a Sunday School, but we have heard nothing lately of Sarah and 
Harriet, when you write again tell us how they go on. Give our best
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respects to your cousin Jane (16) and her Father and Mother and also to 
Mr and Mrs Thos North.

Your affectionate Grandfather, 

John Chapman.

Notes:

1. Cholera was epidemic in England from 1831 to 1837 and then again 
in 1847. Loughborough drinking water came from wells and there was no 
proper drainage system until 1852.

2. Sarah's sister Ann married Thomas Wilson in 1789.

3. Sarah, Thomas and John Wall is were sister and brothers of Mary 
Chapman.

4. Mr Cropper was a rich lawyer and old family friend who had helped 
the Chapmans on several occasions, and was to help them later.

5. Presumably left from his workshop stock, like the cranks and 
Birmingham goods mentioned later.

6. Either Thomas Wallis or possibly Thomas Chapman, son of the clock- 
maker's brother Jarvis.

7. Cousin Ann and John William were probably the children of William 
and Ann Chapman.

8. Middleton's Sank had been founded in Loughborough about 1790.

9. Apparently a fund had been raised for their support.

10. John was paying him 2/6 as a weekly instalment, presumably of a 
loan received in the past, and William was also making regular payments. 
He was not living on his sons' charity - they were his debtors.

11. Some time after 1809.
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12. Emily, born in London, got over the small pox but died a few years 
later.

13. They were transferring to the Edward Street Baptist Church in 
Paddington. Note that Sarah went to the meeting in Loughborough but not 
John.

14. John Skevington, leader of the Loughborough Chartists, took the 
chair at a Chartist dinner at Leicester on November the 19th 1838. 
'Ranters' were Primitive Methodists.

15. Thomas North was the husband of Mary Chapman's sister Elizabeth. 
The Norths lived with John and Mary in London for a time.

16. Not yet identified.

Sources consulted:

Baxtergate Baptist Church (Loughborough) Membership Book
Registers in the Public Record Office and elsewhere
General Baptist Magazine, May 1856

J A Daniel I, 'The Making of Clocks and Watches in Leicestershire
and Rutland', Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological
Society. XXVII, 1951, pp 30-65 

J Daniel I, Leicestershire clockmakers. 1975 
W A Deakin, 19th Century Loughborough. 1974 
A Temple Patterson, Radical Leicester, 1954
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Mrs G K Long

ANECDOTES OF BYGONE LEICESTERSHIRE AND OTHER STORIES

Pen Lloyd Duplitype Offset Limited
29 York Road Leicester 1977 75p

This is a wide ranging collection of anecdotes on a number of subjects. 
Many of the stories are about local people, places and animals; a kind 
of local folklore which seldom finds a place in more conventional 
histories.

Every reader will find a favourite story; my choice would be the tale of 
the hearse bearing the coffin of the universally detested Thomas Tertius 
Paget travelling from the top of Groby Hill to Ibstock churchyard at a 
smart gallop. Most interesting is the account of the Leicestershire 
artists, James Boultbee, Ben Marshall, John Ferneley of Melton Mowbray 
and the amateur Charles Lorraine-Smith, squire of Enderby, some of 
whose pictures were finished off by George Morland.

Market Harborough did not change to a motor drawn fire engine until 1930. 
One of the funniest animal stories is the tale of Jenny the grey mare who, 
when relegated to the indignity of service to a horse and cart, would dis 
regard carter and all at the sound of the fire bell and would dash back to 
the Fire Station entry.

Who remembers today that most conspicuous of landmarks, the folly 'Old 
John' in Bradgate Park, was designed to resemble a beer mug in memory 
of a retainer, old John, who was accidentally killed? In his time he was 
a notorious toper.

This booklet lacks a title page, but contains line drawings and is an 
attractive and light hearted guide to a few by-ways of Leicestershire 
history.
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THE HISTORY OF THE MYSTERIOUS PAPILLON HALL 
MARKET HARBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE

Pen Lloyd Duplitype Offset Limited
29 York Street Leicester 1977 50p

This booklet collects together written and oral evidence of the curious 
phenomena which surrounded 'Ramps' Hall and its contents. Though the 
Hall was finally demolished by 1950, the ghost of old 'Pamp' is still said 
to haunt the remaining stables.

Built by the first David Papillon in 1622-1624 to his own curious design, 
its history was unremarkable until the time of his great grandson, David 
Papillon of Papillon Hall and Acrise Place, Kent. David Papillon the 
second was said to have a curious hypnotic personality, and legend says 
that he kept a Spanish mistress in seclusion in the Hall before his 
marriage. His portrait was painted in 1715, and it is around this portrait, 
a pair of shoes and the surviving patten, said to be of Spanish origin, that 
the most curious phenomena are focussed. After his death his son sold 
the Hall in 1764, but the portrait was left behind, until a later owner re 
quested its remdval. Its curious and unhealthy fascination was to be 
felt much later, when another tenant of a Papillon property was to request 
its removal to a member of the family.

This account does not make clear when the legend of the shoes first 
originated, or why they remained in the Hall when the Papillons were 
finally settled in Kent. In 1866 however a new owner, disturbed by 
happenings in the house, recovered the shoes and these were later trans 
ferred to new occupants together with the title deeds. In the 1880's the 
then owner Mr C W Walker had a special fireproof safe constructed over 
the Hall fireplace to ensure their permanent safety, since by then the 
necessity of their presence in the house was generally accepted. The 
shoes and one remaining patten are now in the possession of a member 
of the Papillon family.

This is a carefully documented account of an unusual aspect of 
Leicestershire history. It lacks a title page, but is neatly produced and 
illustrated. The reader himself must judge whether the County has gain 
ed or lost through the demolition of what must be the 'most haunted 
house' in Leicestershire.
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HERBERT SCHOFIELD AND LOUGHBOROUGH COLLEGE

John M Harvey J M Harvey
42 Hall Gate Diseworth Derby

This study of Herbert Schofield pays tribute to the whole man and to the 
wider activities of Loughborough College. The fact that 'Technical* was 
soon lost from its title is symbolic of the wider role it played in provid 
ing a centre for many sided Further Education in the County. The prac 
ticality, high standard and unique quality of the residential Diploma 
course in engineering subjects gained a world wide recognition; but the 
reader who studies this account carefully will soon realise that many 
other innovations pioneered in Loughborough in the 1920s and 1930s were 
to become standard practice in the 1950s.

What made the growth of the College so remarkable was that it took place 
at a time of severe economic depression. That it happened at all is a 
tribute to Or Schofield's shrewd business sense as well as his capacity 
to win support for his enthusiasms from his staff and students, who were 
expected to share his ideals and his capacity for hard work. He had a 
genius for making a little go a long way: what could not be bought could 
be made, as part of the training in production. Before the days of pub 
licity managers Schofield showed that he had a genius for finding ways 
to promote the 'College' image: the College Sunday, the College hymn, 
the ceremonial of Diploma Day, and above all his skilfull use of the over 
seas press to advertise the College, and his unique and opulent College 
yearbook, which annually reported on the work of every Department.

Schofield was a churchman, a good family man, and a welcome and shrewd 
member of professional bodies and of local and national committees on 
education and public affairs. When his retirement approached and the re 
organisation of the College was discussed in 1949, it was widely recog 
nised that the special quality of the College was largely a reflection of 
own unique personality.

The writer of this book, a long standing member of the staff of Lough 
borough Technical College, has had full access to all the available 
source material, and her account is made more interesting because she 
has worked with and talked to many people who knew and worked with 
Schofield.

46



LOUGHBOUGH: FROM COLLEGE TO UNIVERSITY
A history of Higher Education in Loughborough 1909-1966

Leonard M Canter and Geoffrey F Matthews
Loughborough University of Technology 1977

Today Loughborough is as well known for its educational facilities as for 
its traditional industries. This book is an account of the development of 
the first Leicestershire Technical College, which opened in 1909, into the 
University of Technology, now including the College of Education. With 
the modern Technical College and the School of Art and Design on the 
adjacent campus, the town now possesses a complex of modern educa 
tional buildings which would have delighted the hearts of the energetic 
pioneers of the 1920s and 1930s.

This book, with its many illustrations, gives a complete picture of the 
growth of the College and the people who made it, paying full tribute to 
the abilities and energies of the many long standing members of staff 
who so wholeheartedly supported the aims of its well known Principal 
from 1915-1950, Dr Herbert Schofield.

For the many Leicestershire people who have a special regard and affec 
tion for the 'College' this book will be of very great interest.

ROSEMARY RUDDLE'S RUTLAND RECIPES

Leicestershire Libraries and Information Service 1976 75p

This collection of traditional recipes used in village homes in Rutland is 
more than a cookery book, for it has a most informative text, with a 
glimpse of the highlights of the village year and ends with the text of 
the Clipsham Plough Boy's Song. This is very like other Mummers plays, 
performed round the farmhouses on the second Monday in January, Plough 
Monday.

Village cooking had to be economical, used ingredients from the farm 
and garden and varied much with the skills and traditions of each indi 
vidual cook. Many of these recipes must, one feels, also be traditional 
in nearby Leicestershire and Northamptonshire.
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A row of carrot puddings was always prepared in my childhood for 
hungry appetites in school holidays, and cheese pudding   a good lunch 
or supper dish for using scraps of hard cheese and stale bread. There 
are many good recipes for economical cakes and biscuits for the men 
and others to eat at work; but, curiously, no references to anything like 
the 'Bedfordshire clangers', sweet and savoury dumplings which were 
the staple packed lunch of every heavy worker in Bedfordshire and East 
Anglia.

This is a most attractive publication with delightful illustrations and 
may be obtained through any library in the area.

LAUNDE: a contribution to the study of the landscape and natural 
history of the parish of Launde

Leicestershire Museums Art Galleries and records Service
1977 £1

This is an account of the work of a small weekend school which under 
took a survey of the parish of Launde, its pastures, field crops, wood 
lands, hedges and streams with their flora and fauna. It is so far a pre 
liminary study and Mr I M Evans of the Leicestershire Museums would 
welcome further information on the history and natural history of the 
parish.

PLACE-NAMES OF LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND

  ' Bourne Leicestershire Libraries
and Information Service 1977 70p

This pamphlet forms an excellent guide to the place-names of 
Leicestershire and Rutland. It contains an introductory chapter on place- 
names in general, with their linguistic origins, Old Danish, Old English 
and Old Norse, and then gives an alpabethical list of the modern spelling 
of the name, followed by the earliest recorded form and a note on its 
derivation. Leicestershire and Rutland are listed separately. There is a 
small but clear gridded map of the area for easy reference. Deserted 
villages are covered in a brief note, listed and located on a separate 
map
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UNION: Journal of the Old Union Canals Society
March, May, August and October 1977

This neatly produced little typescript magazine contains notes and news 
of the canals and of the Society's members and some articles of histori 
cal interest.

In the March issue, pp 8 9, Malcoln Bower continues his notes on the 
material in Nichol's Leicestershire with descriptions taken from Vol III, 
ii of the Ashby Wolds Canal and the associated tramways, the Lough- 
borough navigation and an interesting sidelight on the enterprise of 
Robert Bakewell of Dishley Grange, who turned a stream into a 'canal' to 
transport manure and stores from the farm to the navigation.

In the May issue, pp 9 11, John Pyper continues his series on 'The Old 
Union Canals in Literature' with some interesting extracts from Canals. 
Cruises and Contentment by Austen E Neal, 1918; giving a description 
of a trip from Braunston to the Trent via Husbands Bosworth, Foxton, 
Aylestone and Mountsorrel, where in the happy days of 1914 'the clear 
water of the Soar tempted me to a dip'.
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