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EDITORIAL

Whilst costs have soared over the last year, subscriptions have remained static. 
Nevertheless somehow there is a Leicestershire Historian this year, albeit a much 
reduced issue.

We acknowledge the permission of the Loughborough Naturalists Club to reprint 
.the article 'The Natural History of a Midland County' which first appeared in 
the Club's bulletin Heritage at the end of last year. The cover drawing is based on . 
part of a photograph of an eighteenth-century bell-ringers' annual dinner invitation 
card, which illustration appears in E. Morris, The History and Art of Change- 
Ringing, London, 1931, p77.

This year, that of local government re-organisation, has meant the creation of a 
new Leicestershire (Area 21), comprising the former counties of Leicestershire and 
Rutland. It seemed appropriate to us to ask our local history colleagues in 
Rutland for notes of their societies and activities; we thank them for their ready 
response and look forward to future co-operation with them.



TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF LOCAL HISTORY 
E. M. Dickson

Twenty five years ago the Standing Conference for Local History was inaugurated 
by the National Council for Social Service to encourage the study of local history 
on a nation-wide basis.

The National Council for Social Service is the umbrella under which operates the 
Rural Community Council, and thus our own Local History Council.

The Standing Conference is composed of representatives from Local History 
Societies and from all the major historical and allied organisations. It does not have 
subscribing members, but runs on grants from the National Council. Its function has 
broadened with the years and apart from the advice and help it gives in setting up 
local societies it now produces a periodical of its own, "The Local Historian", 
originally called "The Amateur Historian". In recent years also it has been able to 
publish booklets of special interest and help to local historians, such as "Hedges and 
Local History", "How to Read a Coat of Arms" and "Introducing Local History" 
to name but a few.

For some years now I have been fortunate enough to represent the Leicestershire 
Local History Council at the Annual Meeting of the Standing Conference. We are 
voting members and I have helped to choose the Executive on our behalf. These 
meetings are a crowded day of discussion and business and several talks on 
aspects of local history. In 1972 Leicestershire was able to speak in the person of 
Mr. Stuart on "Local Radio and the Local Historian" and myself about our 
Legends Project.

To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Standing Conference it was decided to 
have a residential weekend Conference, enlarging the horizon to include aspects of 
European Local History. Again I represented our Local History Council, together 
with Mrs. Long. In fact, one of the most enjoyable and useful parts of the 
whole Conference was the opportunity to meet people from other counties, to hear 
news, discuss problems and generally to talk local history, in a way that is not 
possible on the crowded one-day conference.

Space is too short to give a detailed report on the various talks that we had, so I 
propose to give a rather brief description of my impressions. Unfortunately 
I missed the first two speakers, but Mrs. Long has kindly given me her notes. 
Our own Professor Everitt began with a paper on Regional and Local Studies 
in England in which he described various types of villages and towns, their 
growth, development, trades and crafts. In the discussion that followed it was 
surprising that so many people did not think that there were any real regional 
differences in England. Local Historians probably will not agree with this. 
Incidentally, these discussions after the papers were interesting and revealed a 
great many regional differences in themselves.



The first of our European speakers was a Professor from the Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes in Paris. Regional differences in France are much more noticeable where the 
divisions and in some cases different languages have survived longer than here. 
It would have been helpful to have had a synopsis of his paper as he was not easy to 
understand. As was also the case with the Italian and the Norwegian this Professor 
spoke excellent English and their contribution to discussions was most stimulating.

After dinner on the first night we had a discussion on the developments that have 
taken place in the study of Local History during the last 25 years. Various people 
spoke about what their organisations were doing and had done and to my 
mind this revealed the ever-widening gap between the very amateur amateurs and 
the professionals or academics.

The next paper was on the state of urban history in England, given by Mr. Sutcliffe 
from Sheffield University. There was a good deal of discussion on where urban 
history is distinct, if at all, from other local history.

Luckily we were given a handout of the Italian talks from a Professor from the 
University of Perugia, so that we could follow a high speed reading of part of a 31 
page paper! His English was good and we were able to ask questions easiiy. I 
was really out of my depth here, but I did feel that Italian local history is very 
difficult to unravel from national or international Italian history.

Our Norwegian speaker came next and his talk was of particular interest to us all, 
as in Norway they have a National Local History Institute or Centre, which-is a 
project under discussion in this country at the moment. It seems that local 
history is much more organised and productive in Norway. Each district in this 
very rural community seems active and most farms have been researched and written 
up. The Local History Institute seems to come under a Government Department 
with liaison with the universities and it is prepared to answer questions and to 
advise on manuscripts. There were a lot of questions and much interest shown.

At an evening reception there was on show an enormous exhibition of books and 
pamphlets and publications by societies and individuals, most of them produced 
during the year 1973. It was quite staggering and we all spent a long time between 
drinks looking and admiring. Our own Leicestershire Historian was on show and I 
felt that it stood out very well.

On Sunday we had a paper from Dr. Dennis Mills of the Open University. He had 
done some research in Leicestershire when working for his doctorate, which was 
particularly interesting for us. His idea was to prove that what we call peasantry in 
other countries did not cease to exist by the 18th century here as is popularly 
believed. I was not very convinced myself but he had some interesting points and 
and good slides. A good deal of discussion followed, including some hilarity about 
the definition of a peasant and the certainty that it was a term of the utmost abuse 
in England! Our visitors from Europe tried to define for us what the term meant to 
them also.



Our last talk I really enjoyed most of all. It was given by the only non-profes 
sional, non-academic speaker, and one, too, who called herself a peasant! Fraulein 
Maar from a remote corner of Austria is a teacher of languages, including English, in 
her village and can trace her family back there many hundreds of years. Her kind of 
local history is the kind we understand best perhaps, although she gave us a 
masterly summary of the background of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and 
Eastern Europe generally. But imagine pursuing the study of your locality when 
your chief town has been removed to the other side of the frontier with most of 
its archives and to visit your Record Office you have to have a passport and a visa!

A summing up, with congratulations to the organisers brought a most memorable 
Conference to an end and I am most grateful for the opportunity of representing the 
Local History Council again.  

PRESTGRAVE REVISITED 
E. Linford

The Autumn 1970 issue of the Historian included an account of a search for the 
"lost" mediaeval village of Prestgrave, a site eventually located on the Nevill Holt 
side of the boundary between that parish and Drayton. Documentary sources 
suggested that the village faced compulsory evacuation in the mid fifteenth century, 
when Thomas Palmer, lord of Holt, converted 300 acres of land into a deer park and, 
although reversion to the plough eventually occurred, the site has now lain for at 
least two and a half decades under permanent pasture. In consequence, pottery 
finds have been scanty and largely dependent on soil slip.

In March 1971 a scatter of sizeable stone rubble was noticed in an adjoining 
arable area known as "Stocking Field", suggesting the possible site of a Prestgrave 
croft situated outside the park pale which, at this point, was known, from the 
1805 Bringhurst/Drayton Enclosure Award map, to follow the parish boundary. 
Further pointers towards the existence of such a croft emerged from -

a) A reference to a Prestgrave/Drayton boundary tenement contained among a 
collection of Bradley Priory deeds held by the County Record Office, and -

b) The presence on the enclosure map of two small "Ancient Enclosures" shown in 
the vicinity of the stone scatter.

Permission to make a systematic search of Stocking Field was obtained from 
Captain Davies of Drayton Manor Farm, the owner - with unexpected results. 
Among that part of the scatter which adjoined the village site (Area D on the 
accompanying map) was found a small quantity of mediaeval pottery sherds, 
including early wares of St. Neots and Stamford types, Lyvedon type green glaze 
(thirteenth or fourteenth century) and unidentified local ware, acceptable 
confirmation of the croft site theory; but present in much great quantity, and 
scattered over a wide area, were pottery sherds dating from the Roman occupation



period   colour coated wares of third and fourth century origin, grey wares and 
mortaria fragments   accompanied by split stone roofing "slates" pieces of 
earthenware tile (flue and roofing); and a few floor tesserae, red, sandy yellow and 
greyish white respectively in colour. Animal bones and teeth, with an occasional 
oyster shell were also present. To many of the tesserae, and to some of the box- 
flue tiles, traces of plaster still adhered. All the evidence suggested that the 
Domesday settlement of Prestgrave had been preceded by a Romano/British farm 
stead of some pretension.

Stocking Field, a recent amalgamation of 3 smaller fields, is 30 acres in total 
extent. Prior to April 1972 occupation traces appeared to be confined to the 
northern ten acres, separated from the southern twenty acres by a stream, now 
carried through underground piping. Maximum concentration of structural artifacts 
(tesserae, tiles etc.) occupied in Area C, on a gently rising, south facing slope and on 
the fringe of the stone scatter previously observed. Pottery sherds appeared in 
greatest abundance at the extreme north of the field (Area A). The soil, a 
mixture of sand, gravel and clay is practically devoid of naturally occurring stone; 
the scatter consisted mainly of limestone and a ferrous sandstone, both of which are 
found in the area, with occasionally a small glaciated boulder.

Mr. Maurice Bonney, who had ploughed Stocking Field for eight successive years 
for Captain Davies, insisted that between areas A and C lay a belt of ground heavily 
laced with stone blocks of assorted shapes and sizes, which during the two or three 
preceding seasons had been steadily surfacing (Area B).

Since by mid-April 1971 the spring barley crop was well advanced, nothing further 
could be accomplished prior to the November ploughing when, by good fortune, 
Mr. Bonney ran his marker furrow through the middle of area A, where he noticed 
small stone and earthenware cubes flying up from both sides of the marker trench. 
Armed with nothing more technical than his recollection of a verbal description of 
a tessera, <Mr. Bonney filled his pockets with the cubes, adding one or two pottery 
scraps which he could not place in a twentieth century context, (and commented 
next day that if his finds were of no interest archaeologically his children could use 
them to play "snobs"). Assured that his observations had pin-pointed the 
location of a Romano/British farmhouse floor, he rapidly developed into an 
interested and accurate investigator, whose Sunday morning prowls added to the 
mounting artifact collection:  several fresh types of pottery sherd, a lump of 
plaster with traces of colour still apparent, a piece of roofing stone with 
suspension hole intact, numerous fragments of utensil rims and bases and - 
incredibly   a blue glass bead little more than 1/8 inch long, (the remainder of the 
necklace is unfortunately still missing).

An attempt to estimate floor dimensions was largely unsuccessful, due presumably 
to tessera scatter during successive ploughings; in 1971 they were present in 
quantity over 8 runs of the 70 inch wide plough, suggesting a dimension in one 
direction of 15 yards   obviously excessive for either room or corridor. Observations 
made in connection with the second dimension, during the 1972 ploughing, were 
even less satisfactory; in this instance the range of the scatter covered some 
22 yards.



The absence of abrasion and presence of plaster on certain (not all) of the tesserae, 
together with the excellent condition of many flue-tile and pottery sherds, was a puz 
zling feature, until it was discovered that although normal ploughing never 
exceeded ten inches in depth and had recently been even shallower, in 1969 the 
field had been "subsoiled" (broken up by prodding with hook-ended rods) to a 
depth of about 18 inches. This operation seems likely to be the explanation of the 
sudden surface appearance of so much unabraded material, together with the 
emergence of flint boulders and large blocks of sandstone and ironstone from 
normally friable soil. Presumably the sub-soiling rods broke up a tessellated floor 
and wall foundations, at the same time stirring up residues of a collapsed building 
and pottery sherds from a Romano/British refuse pit. An interesting 1973 'find' 
was an iron junction ring used to connect two lengths of wooden piping.

Prior to the autumn of 1972 nothing was found in the northern ten acres of the 
field to suggest a date earlier than the third century: after the 1972 November 
ploughing, however, four sherds of second century Samian ware were found 
indicating the possibility of a longer occupation period than hitherto supposed. 
While the third and fourth century colour-coated ware suggested that the site was 
occupied during the later phases of the Roman period, much of the undateable 
grey wares, mortaria and local coarse wares could well be contemporary with the 
earlier Samian fragments.

During March 1972 a fresh factor intruded on the dating problem. From a small, 
localised, damp section (Area E) in the hitherto sterile southern twenty acres. 
Mr. Bonney picked up Romano/British pottery sherds in sufficient number to rule 
out the possibility of accidental scatter and a more intensive search produced further 
pottery, together with one or two bones, but neither tile, tesserae or roofing stone. 
By January 1973 the area over which the fresh finds were appearing had widened 
and several pieces of Samian joined the pottery which was still the sole type of 
artifact. Such of these sherds as were dateable proved to be earlier than the 
ware found in the northern section of the field, suggesting the possibility of an 
early second century occupation of the site, based on a thatched, lath and 
and plaster structure, which would have left no permanent trace, preceding 
the third century farmhouse which may tentatively be placed in the "minor villa", 
category.

Stocking Field is unfortunately no longer accessible in early spring, the only period 
when further surface finds would be likely to appear. Short, however, of 
excavation, the only spot from which further significant information might 
possibly be gleaned is the mysterious "Area E".

The writer is greatly indebted to Captain and Mrs. Davies for their generous 
permission to make frequent visits to their land over a period of nearly three years. 
Appreciation is further expressed to Mr. L. Beaty of Sutton Bassett for kindly 
granting freedom of access to the original Prestgrave site; also to Mr. Bonney, to 
Miss Hall of Medbourne - an indefatigable liaison officer, to Mr. M. Harding who 
prepared the scale map of Stocking Field, and to Mr. I. Stokes who assisted in 
assembling and recording preparatory data.
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THE CHANGING SCENE IN LEICESTERSHIRE: THE NATURAL HISTORY OF 
A MIDLAND COUNTY 
Tony Squires

"From Brodegate to Groby a mile and a half, much by woddeland. 
From Brodegate to Loughborough about a V miles. First I came oute 
of Brodegate Parke into the Foreste of Charley, commonly caullid 
The Wast This forest is XX miles or more in cumpace, having plenty 
of woode; and the moste parte of it at this tyme longgith to the 
marquise of Dorsete; the residew to the king and erle of Huntingdune. 
In this Forest is no good toune, nor scant a village. Asscheby de la 
Zouche a market toune, Whitwick castel and village. Lughborow 
market, and Wolverscroft priorie, joynith on the very borders of it 
Dunnington Castelle is in the border of the Forest of Charley towards 
Derbyshire; and hath thereby a park as I remember......And riding a
little further I left the parke of Bewmanor, closed with stone wallis, 
and a pratie logge yn it Beamanor park is the king's...... Thens to
Lughborow parke, a mile more from Lughborow toune." (1)

Writing thus of Charnwood Forest in the middle of the 16th century, the 
great Tudor traveller John Leland gives us the first topographical account of 
Leicestershire since the Domesday Survey of 1086. His Itineraries over this and 
other English counties are wide-ranging and rich in detail and have been valued as 
source material by historians working in several fields.

Leicestershire's boundaries were laid down, much as in the present form, by the 
tenth century when the Danes ruled this part of Midland England. A thousand years 
ago much of the landscape was unnatural, if by "natural" we mean that the surface 
was originally more or less continuously covered by dense oak woodland. Such 
woodland represented the undisturbed climax vegetation that clothed the 
heavy glacial clays left behind by the retreating glaciers. It owes its origin to the 
climatic regime, still in existence, that commenced some two thousand five 
hundred years ago. The story of Leicestershire over the last two millenia is one of 
man's activities in relation to this primeval forest, its steady diminution over the 
centuries and the ever-changing uses to which he has put the cleared land. The story 
of the County's wildlife very closely parallels these same events.

To return to Leland. The Charnwood he knew then was by no means as natural 
as many would suppose and in the short extract quoted he supplies a number of 
useful clues for this area in the sixteenth century with which to begin. Firstly, 
there is the reference to the parks of Beaumanor, Loughborough and Donington. 
During the late mediaeval period and after parks were important areas of 
wildlife refuge in the landscape under the ever-increasing pressures of the axe and 
the plough. Professor Cantor has found at least thirty four of these parks in 
Leicestershire, mostly in the west, and has worked out the boundaries of the 
one extending over 200 acres at Cold Overton on the Rutland border (2). It is 
known from documentary sources that the park at Loughborough was stocked 
with deer as early as the year 1230, that a century later they were being poached 
and that they were there in the time of Leland. But by the middle of the
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seventeenth century they had gone as the park was disparked in 1630 (3). Leicester 
shire's late-mediaeval deer population was probably very considerable; but most of 
it was in parks.

A document of 1483 mentions in passing that there existed a "warrene" if not in 
Loughborough Park certainly very close to it (4). This is presumably the same one 
mentioned also incidentally by Nichols as extant in Loughborough Park in 
1557 (5). Warrens contained conies (rabbits) and were deliberately established 
since the rabbit was by no means a common species in early times. Indeed, their 
scarcity made them a distinct culinary and economic asset and warrens were care 
fully maintained and jealously guarded by their owners at no little cost.Thelong 
history of the rabbit in this country is a fascinating study in its own right. Unlike 
the deer, this species often prospered when parks and warrens fell into disrepair. 
In the nineteenth century the escapers and their descendants became a plague 
when farming methods and land-management systems changed in such a way as to 
benefit their modest needs for shelter and their great powers of reproduction. 
Furthermore, we must never under-estimate the effect of any group of rabbits on 
their immediate environment. By virtue of its close and ceaseless nibbling of wide 
varieties of plant species, the rabbit has been described as the greatest single 
biotic factor influencing our vegetation since its arrival.

The information so far presented has already illustrated a number of important 
points. Firstly, source material direct and indirect crops up in the most unlikely 
places in both published and documentary sources and an eye must always be 
kept open for it. Secondly, a knowledge of the history and natural history of a 
particular species is indispensible if the significance of other material is to be 
appreciated. And thirdly, two of man's chief contacts with the wildlife around 
him have been in the form of hunting for food or for recreation.

Reference was made to the rise of the rabbit population as being due partly to the 
change in farming methods. One great age of agricultural improvement in Leicester 
shire was known as the Age of Enclosure and lasted for much of the eighteenth 
and part of the nineteenth century. During this period the remaining open fields, 
at least forty per cent of the area of the county, were transformed to the 
patchwork of small fields and hedges that we know today. To state the case 
simply, hedges can be considered as extensions in miniature of the woodland 
habitat and much of our indigenous flora and fauna is of woodland origin. Thus 
flower species left the woodland and followed the hedges taking with them their 
associated fauna out into what had been open land. Some bird species in 
particular must have greatly benefited; for in certain areas the awards for a number 
of neighbouring parishes were made in a very short space of time. For example, 
Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp, Smeeton Westerby, Shearsby, Sadding- 
ton, Fleckney, Gumley and Foxton were all enclosed in the 1770's and surely 
must have experienced from Blackbird, Song Thrush, White Throat and Robin, a 
volume of spring song they had never known before.

The enclosure hedges were nearly always planted with "quickthorn" (hawthorn). 
It was chosen for its quick and thorny growth and it needed tending only once
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every seven to ten years. This species in flower is, incidentally, particularly 
attractive to insect life. Yet there are Leicestershire hedges that are very much 
richer in species than these "young" enclosure plantings. It has been shown that in 
some parts a hedge will gain, over any stretch of thirty yards, a new woody 
species for approximately each one hundred years of its existence. For example, 
the hedge that forms the boundary between the parishes of Fleckney and 
Shearsby has been found to contain more than fifteen different woody species. 
Over the best thirty yards it can produce sufficient evidence to suggest that it may 
be of pre-Conquest origin. Documentary research shows it to be no less than the 
boundary between the Hundreds of Gartree and Guthlaxton so that perhaps its 
antiquity is not so surprising (6). Compare this with the Charnwood Forest 
enclosure hedge alongside the B5330 running S.E. from Whittle Hill which 
appeared between 1830 and 1835 and which can exhibit only one other species, 
usually elder. Ponds too can often be old and it is well known that the age of a 
tree can accurately be dete/mined. With this kind of knowledge perhaps there is a 
case to be made for the preservation of some of these living records that enrich 
the countryside in much the same way that nobler specimens of trees receive 
protection.

On the subject of ponds, large and small, it is important to realize that prior to the 
beginning of the eighteenth century there was very little surface water in 
Leicestershire. Apart from two very modest rivers, the Wreake and the Soar, and 
the system of small brooks and rivulets that feed them, the only permanent 
watery habitat that existed was found in the relatively few field and village ponds 
of pre-enclosure days, the few ornamental lakes and Groby Pool. Only in the 
second half of the 1700's did the network of canals, beginning with the canal 
isation of part of the River Soar between Loughborough and the Trent, begin to 
take shape. Later still in the next century the reservoirs were created: Saddington 
in the 1790's, Thornton in 1854, Cropston in 1870, Swithland in 1896 and 
Blackbrook in 1906 on an old site. Thus these artifical waters that supplied the 
rapidly expanding city population during the Industrial Revolution greatly in 
creased the watery habitat. The reservoirs especially have added immeasurably to 
the richness of our flora and fauna and their development, in wildlife terms, is 
particularly interesting.

The story of the Canadian Pondweed (Elodea canadensis) and its association with 
reservoirs, canals and the Industrial Revolution is worth re-telling here. This 
species needs no description since it is found widely throughout the British Isles 
and in many aquarists' tanks where it provides oxygen for the fish. It arrived in 
the British Isles from North America some time in the 19th century and was first 
noticed in England in Saddington Reservoir in 1847. This was built to feed the 
Grand Union Canal that occupied the geographical centre of the whole canal 
network when this was at its zenith in the second half of the 19th century. The 
weed reproduces by vegetative means. It was found that within twenty years 
following its discovery the weed was growing in virtually every canal in England, 
transplanted it is believed on the hulls of canal barges.
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Several other ways and means for the study of the past have now emerged. 
Firstly, there is a large quantity of living history to be searched out and taken for 
cross-reference with other data. Secondly, the improvement of the means of 
transport often had a profound influence on the arrival and, especially during the 
present century, on the disappearance of species in a given area. Moreover, and 
perhaps most importantly, where the rise of the human population was most 
rapid reservoirs provided people with water and brought wildlife in their train. 
Sewage farms, also rich in wildlife (especially birds), grew equally rapidly to 
dispose of the waste and the water.

The great and sudden increase of wealth of sections of human population during 
these years can be readily appreciated as an important reason why much change 
appeared in the countryside from the mid-eighteenth century onwards. Wealthy 
industrialists established country estates and built themselves country houses 
surrounded by parkland, woodland and ornamental waters for shooting with the 
new flintlock and to indulge in the pastime of angling. Where only fields had 
been, a variety of habitats now existed. A description of Gumley Hall and its 
estate in 1736 shows this nicely. This link between different habitats and their 
associated species is of basic importance to all matters connected with wildlife 
since the creation of the former leads to an almost inevitable appearance of 
some form of the latter. This biological inference has an important place along 
with other sources of information and is currently being worked on in connection 
with some of the first records of serious forestry in Leicestershire. "Plantations 
are now making on all the hills and the whole country is improving fast in 
beauty and profit", noted Nichols approvingly of Belvoir at the turn of the 18th 
century, "that in a few years......the whole estate will be in the best condition" (7).
The deer population certainly benefited since the Rev. George Crabbe records 
that the wild deer were still found wandering freely in the district (8).

Seldom-examined and almost forgotten estate papers in private hands can do much 
to fill in local details like those of the example mentioned above. Of a similar 
kind are the private records of vermin killed and trapped, and trophies taken on 
the land of local worthies. These include such subjects as hawking, fox-hunting, 
fishing and shooting. One of the most interesting of such documents examined to 
date is the nineteenth century shooting record of the Stamford family at 
Bradgate Park. To mention but one example, among the bags of grouse, pheasant, 
partridge and landrails, in 1861 thirteen guns killed 3,333 rabbits in one day in 
the Park. The rabbit was so abundant as to be vermin, but so too over the 
centuries have a large number of other species been similarly described as the 
accounts of field reeves, church wardens and parish constables show. Conditions, 
varied much from place to place and from time to time. Thus the constable of 
Wymeswold in 1629 paid out £1.15.8 for dead moles that had been ruining with 
their shallow runs the newly-sprouted wheat; and in 1637 he paid 2s.10d. for 
34 dozen dead sparrows that had plundered the ripened grain (9).

To many public officials wildlife meant business, but there have always been those 
who sought Nature for its own sake. Leicestershire has been well served with 
naturalists over the last two and a half centuries and it is to the writings and 
wanderings of these early men, often in the best tradition schoolmasters and
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clergymen, that we owe many of our first records. Early among the pioneers was 
Dr. Richard Pulteney, a Loughborough man, who travelled our own hunting 
grounds to produce in 1747 in his Catalogus stirpium, four hundred and six 
species of plants of which three hundred and seventy four were first records for 
the county. Later came a string of great names: The Rev. George Crabbe, a 
Suffolk man who lived at Muston, near Belvoir and who catalogued the rare 
plants of the Vale of Belvoir in the 1790's; the Rev. Andrew Bloxham, "the last 
of the all-round British naturalists" (10), and an early student of the difficult 
genus Rubus; the Rev. William Coleman; Frederick Thompson Mott; Miss Mary 
Kirby and many more. The early study of the local fauna owes much to the 
careful and accurate work of James Harley, who, writing of the period 1840-1855, 
formed a sound basis which was built on by several writers who followed.

One could hardly write of the leisure-time pursuits of Leicestershire without 
mentioning the fox. Indeed the influence of this species on the county's flora and 
fauna has been, and still is great. Fox-hunting in Leicestershire dates back to at 
least the middle of the sixteenth century when foxes were trapped and snared. 
The spectacle of the sport as we know it today did not develop until the breeding 
of hounds with sufficient stamina for sustained effort was achieved. Enclosure and 
the appearance of barbed wire brought obvious problems and places for foxes to 
breed undisturbed were established in the form of specially planted "coverts" and 
"gorses". Many of these are still with us today, for example Ella's Gorse near 
Wymeswold, Cant's Thorns near Ab Kettleby (named after a landowner at 
Wartnaby in 1790) and Ashby Pastures near Ashby Folville, "one of the oldest and 
best Quorn covers" (11).

Naturally these were refuges for more than just foxes, just as parks protected more 
than the deer. Today, sometimes as islands of green in a sea of agricultural 
monotony, they harbour an abundance of many of our more common species 
that would otherwise be absent.

Those early naturalists and the founders of fox-hunting were men well blessed 
with leisure and the facility for travel. This is an aspect of life the vast majority 
of the population of these islands did not even begin to know until perhaps the 
beginning of the nineteenth century and the advent of cheap mass travel by rail. 
The railways occupy a special place in this study for, in short, what four 
generations ago must have seemed at least rural vandalism on a huge scale and at 
worst the death of the countryside, created conditions that were to become the 
saviour of a considerable quantity of wildlife in Leicestershire in the 1970's. In 
many parts of our much battered countryside, especially in East Leicestershire, 
these cuttings and embankments, now disused, provide the last refuge for many 
species and especially for insects and flowering plants.

The same sort of "vandalism" at work today can occasionally benefit wildlife. 
Here one thinks particularly of the extraction of sand and gravel, an industry that 
has figured so prominently in planning applications during the post war years. 
Gravel pits as such are certainly not a new wildlife habitat in this county. 
There are many examples of parishes e.g. Castle Donington in 1778, Barkby in 
1779 and Queniborough in 1793 that set aside at the time of their enclosure four
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three and five acres respectively to be laid out as gravel pits. The earliest record of 
a gravel pit becoming a wildlife habitat is in the eighteenth century at Skeffington 
where many Sand Martins were attracted to make their nests in the newly exposed 
faces and were undisturbed by the men and horses loading gravel and making a 
perpetual noise nearby (12). Almost invariably modern workings are extensive, are 
worked over in sections and are then abandoned and filled with water. This 
development can be seen today at Hemington, Frisby, Barrow, Wanlip and else 
where. Finally, it is interesting to note the correlation between the post-war 
increase in the abundance of this particular habitat and the spread of a species of 
bird, the Little Ringed Plover, that first appeared in Britain in the late 1930's 
and that demands for nesting a pebbly or stony surface.

From a wildlife point of view the future is very open. But one thing is certain: the 
human species has such a control over its natural environment that it is now able to 
dictate what will or will not appear or disappear, fade or flourish.

Nowhere is this more true than in Leicestershire, a recognised "growth" area 
where between the years 1971 and 1991 the human population will rise by a 
staggering 157,500, to 928,500. A knowledge of the past is essential for a full 
understanding of all aspects of our highly complex local landscape if all of value is 
not to be thoughtlessly and irrevocably swept away.
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THE GROWTH OF CHANGERINGING IN THE EAST MIDLANDS 
C. J. Pickford

Anyone who has had the experience of attempting to communicate with a 
foreigner unfamiliar with the English language will appreciate the difficulty that I, 
as a changeringer, have encountered in attempting to outline some features of the 
history of the art to a readership unaccustomed to its nature and terminology. 
For changeringing and its vocabulary require lengthy explanation beyond the 
scope of this article and I must refer the reader elsewhere (1) for a general account 
of the nature, origins and jargon of changeringing, since I propose to pass over these 
and to deal with its development in Leicestershire and the East Midlands.

Changeringing evolved in the early years of the seventeenth century,but it was 
probably not until later in the century that it spread to the towns of the 
Midlands. It is known that Fabian Stedman, sometimes known as 'the father of 
changeringing', visited Leicester in 1669 and imparted some knowledge of the 
"artes or mysteries of performing ye sweete musick of change-ringinge on 
church-bells" to the ringers of the town, advocating it as an excellent pastime 
"not onlie for ye edifyinge of their minds, but also for their enjoyment, and the 
healthful exercise of their bodies" (2). It seems that a number of ringing societies 
sprang up in the area at about that date, among them the Leicester Scholars, and the 
Northern Youths who were responsible for having the bells at St. Peter's 
Nottingham augmented to eight in 1671. Rings of more than six bells were rare at 
this date, and the augmentation of rings to eight provides a good guide to the 
centres in which changeringing was being practised. A society probably existed at 
Coventry where the bells at St. Michael's were made eight in 1675, and other 
early augmentations took place at St. Margaret's, Leicester, (1711) and Kettering 
(1714). Significantly, these towers were prominent in the early years of change- 
ringing.

The first known full peal (3) was rung at St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich, on May 2nd, 
1715. Gradually, peal ringing spread through the country, and the earliest recorded 
peal in the Midlands was rung at St. Margaret's, Leicester, on February 23rd, 1730. 
However, this achievement prompted the Kettering ringers into ringing a similar 
peal just five days later. They countered the Leicester Scholars' claim to have 
rung "one of the greatest performances that has ever been heard in this age" by 
asserting that their own peal was "as great a Performance as that of the Leicester 
Scholars" (4). Evidently some rivalry ensued, as both companies rang a second 
peal the following year. The Scholars rang a peal at St. Margaret's on February 
27th, 1731, in 3 hours 2 minutes and proudly announced that "a considerable Wager 
was won thereupon, by 5 Minutes" (5). The peal was a very fast one, but the 
Kettering ringers would not be beaten. They rang a peal on April 12th and erected 
a tablet in the belfry to record that, "Since it was asserted that our first performance 
could not be rung in less that 3 hours & a half, for experiment & before skillful 
Judges......ye whole peal of 5040 was compleated......in 2 hours 48 minutes...".
As the tenor bell at Kettering was some 7 cwt. lighter than that at St. Margaret's, the 
victory was more apparent than real, but old scores seem to have been settled, and 
apart from a further peal in 1759, the Kettering ringers faded from the limelight.
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In Leicester too, aspirations waned, for no further peals are recorded until 1773. 
By then, however, the ringers of Coventry and Nottingham had made considerable 
advances in changeringing and had progressed to more complicated methods. The 
Sherwood Youths, of Nottingham, scored a peal of Grandsire Triples at St. Mary's 
in 1761 and by 1773 had rung peals of Grandsire Caters, Plain Bob Major and an 
'extent' (6) of Oxford Treble Bob Minor. In 1774 they rang a long peal of 7040 
Oxford Treble Bob Major at St. Peter's, Nottingham, and were clearly well versed 
in the standard methods of the day. The Coventry ringers brought round a peal of 
Grandsire Triples at St. Michael's on November 1st, 1771, and followed up their 
success with peals of Old Double Triples, Real Grandsire Triples, Union Triples and 
Plain Bob Major there before the bells were removed for recasting and augmentation 
to ten in June 1774. On May 21st, 1775, they rang a peal of 5220 Grandsire Caters 
on their new bells, just six months after they were rung for the first time. 
At Nottingham, St. Mary's bells had been made ten in 1761, and the first ten-bell 
peal was rung in 1764, but in Leicester, though St. Margaret's bells became ten in 
1738, they were not pealed until 1776. Both Nottingham and Coventry ringers 
later rang peals of Oxford Treble Bob Royal, but the Leicester Scholars were less 
adventurous, and though they rang numerous peals, they limited themselves 
largely to Grandsire Triples and Caters. Peals of Oxford Treble Bob Major and 
Plain Bob Major were rung at St. Martin's in 1786 and 1795 respectively and Plain 
Bob Royal was scored at St. Margaret's in 1803, but even these appear insignifi 
cant beside those rung at Nottingham and Coventry.

So far, I have touched on those centres where changeringing and peal ringing had 
become firmly established, but such activity was not confined to these places. 
At Grantham, for example, peals of Grandsire Triples were rung by the local band 
in 1764 and 1814. The Sherwood Youths visited Grantham in 1775 to ring the 
first peal on the new ring of ten, but it seems that the local ringers never themselves 
aspired to peal ringing on the ten. A peal was rung at All Saints, Derby, in 1763 by 
"a Society of Youths, from nineteen to under twenty two years of age, after 
six months practice without the assistance of a Tutor" (7), and further peals 
were rung there in 1786 and 1805. At Uppingham, the local ringers rang a 
peal of Grandsire Triples on April 1st, 1782. By the end of the eighteenth 
century, Northampton possessed three rings of eight, but strangely, few local 
peals are recorded. A peal of Plain Bob Major was rung at St. Peter's in 1739 by the 
London College Youths, and the Leicester Scholars opened the new ring at 
St. Giles' with a peal in 1783, but the first recorded local peal was one of Plain 
Bob Major rung at St. Giles' in 1784 by the Northampton Youths. The St. 
Sepulchre's Youths rang a similar peal at All Saints church later in that year.Atall 
these towns, as in others in the Midlands such as Burton-on-Trent, Kidderminster, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton, changeringing was clearly established, but the spor 
adic peals rung suggest that the ringers approached their task with but moderate 
enthusiasm.

However, it must be assumed that changeringing was universally practiced. For 
example a new ring of eight bells at Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, was opened in 1791 
by "Three sets of ringers, one from Leicester (who were change-ringers) another
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from Stoke-upon-Trent, and a third from Newcastle" (8), the implication being 
that the art was not then widely practiced in North Staffordshire. From extant 
evidence it would seem that changeringing was also little known in the smaller 
towns and villages of Leicestershire, and certainly few local bands rang peals. By 
the early nineteenth century there were rings of eight at Church Langton, 
King's Norton, Hinckley and Melton Mowbray yet there is no record of change- 
ringing being performed there by the local ringers. It is likely that there was some 
activity at King's Norton, since William Fortrey, the donor of the church and 
bells, was deeply interested in the art, but the Norton and Gaulby Scholars (9) 
left no record of their achievements. An 'extent' of Plain Bob Minor rung on the 
six bells at Loughborough in 1807 by the Leicester Scholars was claimed as the 
first "that has ever been compleated on those bells" (10). If correct, the claim 
suggests that the Loughborough ringers were not changeringers. On the other 
hand, "On New Year's Day, 1810, 720 Change Grandsire Triples was rung by the 
junier set of ringers, at St. Alien's, Ashby de la Zouch" (11). This was clearly some 
sort of changeringing, and in 1814 the bells were made eight, ostensibly as a 
commemoration of the Peace, but largely for the benefit of the ringers. Hallaton 
bells were 'opened' in 1773 by the Medbourne ringers who rang "several peals of 
changes" and a peal of "5280 Grandsire bobs" was rung at Anstey in 1782, 
showing that both Medbourne and Anstey had changeringing bands. In 1792, the 
ringers of Barrow-on-Soar and Sileby waged war in the 'Leicester Journal' and 
the advertisements make it quite clear that both sets of ringers were changering 
ers. It seems that there was little changeringing in Leicestershire outside 
Leicester itself, though one cannot be sure how far this impression is due to lack of 
evidence. A similar pattern can be observed in Nottinghamshire and Warwickshire 
but, as we shall see, Northamptonshire was very different.
The state of changeringing in Leicestershire is well reflected by the 'opening' of 
new rings which provided an opportunity for special ringing. The Leicester 
Scholars were frequently invited to perform the opening ringing, as at King's Norton, 
Rothley, Hinckley, Melton Mowbray and Ashby, but occasionally other" bands 
performed the task. The Medbourne ringers 'opened' Hallaton bells in 1773, and in 
1815 the new ring of five at Prestwold was opened by the Sileby ringers. At 
Barrow, Hathern and Wymeswold ringing competitions were held, after which 
the assembled company partook of an Ordinary at the village Inn. At Barrow, 
the prize of a set of hats was to be given to "five persons who shall ring the 
best FIVE BELL PEALS" (12) and at Wymeswold the "Company who shall ring 
the best round Peal for the Space of Twenty Minutes" (13) were to be given one 
guinea. In neither instance is changeringing specified, but strict rules for the 
Hathern competition were published in advance in the 'Leicester Journal', each 
band being required to "raise the five Bells, and to ring three different Peals of 
120 Changes each Peal, and to fall, or cease the Bells" (14). It was the adjudication 
of this competition which brought about the controversy between the Barrow 
and Sileby ringers, but it is perhaps more significant that the two bands were the 
only entrants. The general impression given by these 'openings' is that the 
organisers recognised the Leicester Scholars as being pre-eminent among the 
changeringers of the county and felt unable to depend on the support of other 
bands at changeringing competitions.
The contemporary state of affairs in Northamptonshire provides a complete 
contrast. Several bands recorded their early ventures into changeringing and a
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tablet at Wellingborough gives the names of those "That on these bells learn'd 
GRANDSEIR BOB 1741". Similarly, at Ecton, an inscription records that on 
"April 21st 1756 We the under written rang the First Six Bell peal 720 upon 6 
Bells of this parish...". By the 1770's changeringing was firmly established, and 
during the following decades, peals were rung at East Haddon, West Haddon, 
Kislingbury, Harpole and Blisworth. Several peals were rung at Rothwell, and a 
peal of Minor in seven different methods, "College Treble Bob, College 
Pleasure, Oxford Treble Bob, Court Bob, Court Single, Grandsire Bob, and 
Grandsire Bob Revers'd" (15) was accomplished at Raunds in 1779. There were 
competitions at the majority of 'openings' as there was no single band which 
dominated the scene, and a competition at Moulton in 1795 drew ringers from 
eight villages. A match was held at Great Brington in 1786 "between the 
Youths of St. Sepulchre's", Northampton, "and two Sets of the Harlestone 
Society" to ring "the best of three 18 Scores" (16). This is further demonstration 
of the extent to which the art was practiced and of a competitive spirit apparently 
lacking elsewhere.

Due to pressure of space, I have been unable to deal in detail with the many 
interesting incidents, rivalries and personalities associated with ringing, but I 
have attempted to give some idea of the extent to which changeringing had 
become established in Leicestershire and the neighbouring counties in the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. It may seem surprising that so much 
evidence survives about so obscure a subject, yet ringers were conscientious in 
recording their activities and contemporary newspapers reported the achievements 
of ringers over a wide area. But it is perhaps the continuity of the art and its 
terminology which most enables its history to be understood, for despite advances 
made, changeringing today remains largely as it was 200 years ago.
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THE MARKET BOSWORTH LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
E. Scott

When William Hutton, the noted Birmingham antiquarian, visited the site of the 
Battle of Bosworth almost two hundred years ago he was surprised to find that 
no one appeared to know the history of the area. He would be astounded today to 
find that there is still no history of the town. Even standard authorities such as 
Nichols and the Victoria County History do not have much to say about the 
place. However, what little information there is, together with the aura of the 
old part of the town, provokes many tantalising questions.

Thus I started to look for possible sources of information and found a wide range of 
documents at local record offices. The most significant were a series of surveys 
of the Manor in the sixteenth century, a glebe terrier for 1638 and the tithe map 
and apportionment for 1847. There were also some two hundred probate 
inventories and, of course, Farnham's Mediaeval Village Notes. A chat with 
Mr. Gosling, Churchwarden at St. Peter's Church, revealed that there were 
parish registers going back to the 1560's. This was a most exciting time as more 
sources became apparent and the number of references grew. Several days spent 
scanning the Calendars at the University Library indicated that a considerable 
period of time would have to be spent at the Public Record Office. This prompted a 
wider search. At Lincoln the most significant document found was a glebe terrier 
for 1625 naming the fields and furlongs; Dr. Cross's book The Puritan Earl 
suggested that there might be sources in the United States; and almost certainly 
there are documents concerning a Turnpike Trust, in New York. It is not too much 
of an exaggeration to say that practically every week some new source or additional 
examples of particular categories of documents come to our notice. A large scale 
aerial photograph of part of the Manor has been bought and a copy of an earlier 
aerial survey is available; there are some diaries of the late eighteenth and 
the nineteenth centuries which contain, as one would expect, a wealth of detail 
about everyday life, the weather, prices, local events, etc.; a transcript of an 
early Chancery Court case has been made; the Dixie School material which has not 
been worked over thoroughly contains much about the town as well as the 
school; Sir Wolstan Dixie has permitted his collection of family papers to be 
examined; and there are some collections of photographs and negatives, dating 
from the early part of this century.

Obviously there is far more material available than one person working alone 
can hope to handle adequately. As I had been a member of Victor Skipp's 
Local History Group at Solihull for a couple of seasons. I decided to see if such a 
group could be organised in Bosworth. The Community Centre Tutor was 
enthusiastic and put me in touch with the Adult Education Department of the 
University of Leicester who agreed to support the course for a trial period. Three 
tasks were chosen for the first year's work; a population study; an analysis of 
inventories; and a reconstruction of the town in the sixteenth century. The first 
parish register was transcribed and duplicated; a Survey of 1592 was transcribed and 
typed out, and Xerox copies of a series of inventories obtained.
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Some of the first members of the group came along expecting to be told about the 
history of Bosworth and were rather taken aback when they realised that they were 
going to do the 'devilling'. Everybody was asked to transcribe an inventory as I 
felt that this would enable us to get to know each other and would help the 
members to appreciate some of the difficulties involved in historical research. 
One member had experience of such work and this was a tremendous help. The 
members of the group come from a wide range of backgrounds and have been able 
to apply particular skills or expertise to the work, and we have several young 
people who have been preparing Special Studies for C.S.E. Examinations. This 
provides one of the most pleasing features for, in spite of an age range of 16 to 70, 
there has been no evidence at all of any generation gap, and a most stimulating 
atmosphere has been created. So two seasons have flown by and we are beginning to 
be able to see some results.

It should soon be possible for us to draw a map of the Manor as it was in 1590, 
showing the fields, furlongs and many of the lands. Our aerial photograph has been 
invaluable and we hope to obtain more information by 'surveying' the fields our 
selves and dating the ancient hedges. The street plan of the town has not changed 
very much over the years, but, of course, there were fewer houses then, in 
fact only 60.

The population study is also providing some interesting information. We have 
used Aggregate Analysis techniques; Family Reconstitution, supplementing the 
information from the Parish Registers with that from Wills and other sources; and 
we have begun to analyse the 1841 and 1851 Censuses. Next year we intend to 
co-operate with the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social 
Structure. We also hope to undertake a separate study of the demographic trends 
over a wider area because there are several problems to which we believe only such a 
study will indicate possible solutions.

Field work has become an important part of our work and at the moment we 
are making a survey of the buildings of the town and an intensive study of some of 
the more interesting examples. We also hope to be able to confirm some of our 
theories by examining the evidence in the field.
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LOCAL HISTORY IN RUTLAND

1. RUTLAND LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
(Contributed by A.R. Traylen Esq., Chairman)

The Society was formed in 1938, and suspended during the war years.

The Society has carried out village surveys in most Rutland villages, the information 
and documents to act as a base for any histories which may be compiled in the 
future. Photographic records have been made and a current programme is in hand.

The Society enjoys representation on the Rutland Countryside Committee, this 
being a sub Committee of the District Planning Committee. Apart from general 
planning matters, the particular aim of the Society is to protect the environment 
of all the older parts of the villages, including listed buildings, by advising or 
complaining, when applicable, to alterations or new buildings.

The membership is 50p per annum, and entitles you:-

1. To attend lectures and outings, usually each month.

2. To obtain advice and make complaint for action on matters of historical 
importance, and if qualified, your own assistance would be very welcome.

3. To help in collating historical information in Rutland. 

Correspondence to the Secretary, The Museum, Oakham, Rutland.
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2. RUTLAND FIELD RESEARCH GROUP FOR
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY 

(Contributed by L.G. Emmerson Esq., Chairman)

The Research Group was set up in 1971 and given the objectives:-

(a) To investigate and record any item of Archaeological and Historic interest 
within or immediately adjacent to that area known as the County of 
Rutland in the year 1971.

(b) To work towards the conservation of such items and to ensure that any data 
recorded is deposited in safe custody in the County Museum and as such that 
it remains accessible to members and any other person demonstrating 
serious interest.

In context with the objectives of the Research Group, the following major projects 
are in hand or have been recently completed: 

(i) Deserted Mediaeval Village at Nether Hambleton
Most of the area covered by the D.M.V. has been surveyed. A 15 metres square 
excavation revealed a Long House and various finds.

(ii) Tree Ring Analysis
Trees are being (biologically) recorded and sampled prior to the extensive felling 
being carried out in the reservoir area. Woodland trees and Field/Hedgerow trees 
are being sampled.

(iii) Hedgerow Dating
Attempts are being made to examine all the hedgerows remaining in the 
reservoir area to establish approximate age. Some 50 hedges have been sampled so 
far.

(iv) Photographs
A collection of photographs taken in Rutland is being established. At present this is 
by random acquisition but it is hoped that buildings will be recorded systematically 
in due course.

(v) Recording Reminiscences
A small archive of tape recorded reminiscences has been started.

(vi) Research Plan
A research plan is being developed which, it is hoped, will be referred to by 
Universities etc.'when selecting projects for theses etc.. The plan will take the 
form of a list of projects with outline terms of reference for each.

Correspondence to: 5, Newtown Road, Uppingham, Rutland.
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BOOK REVIEWS Mrs. G. K. Long

THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE COUNTY OF RUTLAND 
James Wright. This edition originally printed for Bennet Griffin, London, 
1684-1714, with additions printed by W. Harrod, 1788. Republished 1973 by 
EP Publishing Limited in collaboration with Rutland County Council. £8.00

Nichols's Leicestershire, Robert Thoroton's Antiquities of Nottinghamshire, orig 
inally published in 1677 and reprinted in the revised edition edited by John Throsby, 
were the first two volumes to be included in the scholarly series of reprints 
included in The Classical County Histories Series' under the general editorship of 
Prof. J. Simmons of the University of Leicester.

Wright's Rutland, one of the shortest of the county histories and bibliographically a 
fascinating problem was very appropriately published in September 1973, in the 
last year of the County Council's existence. This new edition with an introduction 
by Jack Simmons includes the original work of 1684, the author's own additions 
published in 1687, the very rare 'Farther Additions...' published in 1714; the 
two parts revised and printed by William Harrod the younger, a native of 
Market Harborough, whilst he was in business in Stamford in 1788, the double 
page plate of the coats of arms and the final leaflet printed in 1790 in which he 
lists all the items published, and very sadly remarks "...which Work is now 
discontinued for want of a little encouragement". In the special edition 
published for the Rutland County Council, a brief outline of the history and 
work of the Council by Jack Simmons is incorporated at the end of the text.

The introduction includes an account of James Wright, a lawyer called to the 
Bar from the Middle Temple in 1672.

He had a concise and dry style, and in his explanation of the terms used in the 
Domesday Survey, one senses the lawyer carefully instructing the layman. He 
was not always accurate, he left gaps for the names of current incumbents, there 
were the common variations in the spellings of place names, sometimes all on 
the same page, errors apologised for by the printers and perhaps Wright him 
self in a note at the bottom of the index "Literal Mistakes and false Pointings, the 
Reader is desired to excuse as common Errours of the Press". Only in his 
description of the magnificence of the new Burley Hall, in the "Farther Additions...", 
written in verse, does the reader glimpse the man of letters as well as law. 
The illustrations are clear and simple, everyone was contributed and the cost 
borne by a Rutland gentleman, this practice was followed in many later county 
histories, in a sense the county's own contribution towards the cost of the work.

The collection of all the parts of and additions to Wright's work brought together in 
this reprint edition has depended on help from many sources:  a private individual, 
a national library, the Bodleian, Leicestershire County Library (which lent the 
copy of the main text for reproduction), and Rutland County Council whose ready 
co-operation with the publishers helped to make the reprint a viable proposition. 
Wright himself soon realised the need to correct and add to the main body of the 
work, and the first "Additions and Corrections" printed in 1687 were included in
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the Leicestershire County Library copy of the work, but there were also the 
known but very rare "Farther Additions...", of which the only known copy in 
a national library was in the Bodleian Library. This was included in a copy of the 
work which had originally belonged to the eighteenth century antiquary Richard 
Gough, who had bequeathed his English topographical collectionto the Bodleian. 
Many local sources were tried without success, until with the help of the former 
librarian of Stamford Miss Mansell, contact was made with Mr. J. Chandler of 
Stamford, the fortunate owner of a copy of the work complete with all Wright's 
additions, but which also included the two parts of the revised edition begun but 
never completed by William Harrod in 1788. It was decided to include this in the 
reprint and Mr. Chandler generously lent his copy for reproduction. After a very 
careful comparison of the collation of the "Harrod" revisions in the possession of 
Mr. Chandler, the British Museum and the Bodleian libraries, the true order of these 
curiously paged parts was finally solved by a discovery in Richard Gough's copy of 
the work. This includes the circular issued by William Harrod in 1790, when, with 
the printing of the double plate of coats of arms, the work of revision came to an 
end. Copies of both these sheets are included in the reprint.

James Wright, in some respects a pioneer in the writing of county histories, 
succeeded perhaps due to his legal training in completing and publishing the 
work. Thomas Blore in his detailed (but incomplete) work only covered a single 
Hundred   the East Hundred, and so Wright's remained the only complete history 
of Rutland until the publication of the Victoria History of the County of Rutland in 
the present century.

Just as the county historians based their work on national as well as local records 
and local help, so the publication of these reprints depends on a similar combination; 
on the one hand research in national and local libraries, museums and record offices, 
and on the other hand the personal help of individuals who generously help with 
their specialist knowledge and willingness to share in making this material available 
to new generations of local historians.

THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH:with Excursions 
in the neighbourhood. W. and J. Hextall, 1852. Reprinted by White Lion 
Publishers, 1974. £2.00

A reprint of this delightful and little known period piece is a welcome enterprise, 
even though the quality of the reproduction is poor in some places and the 
modern volume rather clumsy in comparison with the original work which is 
much thinner and would easily slip inside the traveller's pocket. The modern reader 
too might have been grateful for a new introductory note on the contributors to 
the volume listed in the note from the original publication, which in this edition 
has been so curiously placed that it faces the copyright details on the back of 
the new title page.
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THE BATTLE OF BOSWORTH
D. T. Williams. Leicester University Press, 1973. 25p

This brief historical pamphlet is intended as a background guide for visitors to 
the battle field today, and the notes on the last pages link the past with the 
drained and cultivated landscape seen today. Ambion Hill remains but it is not 
easy to recapture in the mind's eye the importance of the undrained swampy 
ground when the opposing commanders deployed their forces for the battle.

A HISTORY OF BARKBY VILLAGE
Barkby Local History Committee, 1974. 30p

Few village local study groups can have shown more vividly in pictures and 
print the truth of the theory that history is all around us. Though the early history 
of the village is only recorded very briefly, the story of the changes of the 
present century told by those who have lived through and helped to make them 
presents a lively record of the old and the new in Barkby. Every aspect of 
village life is recorded, church and chapel, school and work and the grand 
mothers of today are shewn in heavy clothes and white pinafores digging for 
victory in the boy's playground of the village school.

In Barkby the old and the new live happily together and the compilers of this 
booklet hope that this is merely the prelude to a longer and more detailed 
historical study of the village.

LEICESTER PAST AND PRESENT: Volume I ANCIENT BOROUGH TO 1860 
by Jack Simmons. Eyre Methuen, 1974. £3.00

The visitor who takes a casual look at the busy central area of Leicester with its 
new roads and new buildings is not immediately aware that the modern city is the 
heir to an ancient market town whose foundations date from the Roman settle 
ment of Ratae Coritanorum.

The inclusion in this book of many less well known illustrations, such as the 
delightful water colour sketches of St. Mary de Castro and St. Margaret's churches 
drawn c. 1820 by Edward Blore, the old Grammer School by John Buckler c. 1828, 
and the portrait of William Gardiner (1770-1853), hosier, musician and author, are 
among the most delightful features of the book. Maps and above all references 
conveniently placed below the main text, all add to the ease of use and pleasure in 
handling such a well produced and stimulating account of plain and workaday 
homely Leicester.
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LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAELOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TRANSACTIONS Vol. XLVII 1971-1972,1973.

i) The Excavation of an early mediaeval site at Buckminster, Leicestershire 
by D. J. Rudkin

This article describes the finds of mediaeval pottery on a site almost halfway 
between Buckminster and Sewstern: a rescue dig undertaken with the aid of 
the Ministry of Public Building and Works (now the Department of the Environment) 
in advance of iron ore working.

A selection of the finds are described, listed and illustrated in the text.

ii) Leicestershire Moot-sites: The Place-name evidence 
by B. H. Cox

The author uses modern philology as well as the records   the Domesday Survey, 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and other later material to identify the sites of the 
Wapentake, later Hundred Courts and other local moot-sites like the Swanimote 
Rock in Charnwood Forest.

iii) Donington le Heath
by Ann Dornier, with contributions by S. Moorhouse and G.C. Dunning

These excavations were made on behalf of Leicestershire County Council to a 
specific brief, when the work of restoration was nearly completed in 1970. By this 
time the ground floor had been reflagged, and the interior walls replastered, and the 
work was undertaken to discover if possible remains existed of further extensions 
of the house of c. 1290 before the courtyard was resurfaced.

These excavations indicated the size of the original house c. 1290, and suggested 
that there had been an earlier building on the site, and there are also indications 
that the original manor house and barn were enclosed with a moat.

iv) Sir John Beaumont of Gracedieu by Florence Skillington

Sir John Beaumont of Gracedieu, 1582-1627 remained all his life an Elizabethan in 
his outlook. The son and grandson of successful lawyers, he was the middle son and 
went to Oxford with his elder brother Henry and his younger brother Francis, the 
poet and dramatist. Henry the eldest returned to the family estate when his father 
died in 1598, and John in turn became the heir on his brother's death in 1605, 
and became a responsible country gentleman.

In his youth with his brother Francis he was a well liked member of the 
circle of men of letters who clustered round Michael Drayton and Ben Jonson at 
the Mermaid Tavern, and his first poem "The Metamorphosis of Tobacco" 
dedicated to Michael Drayton was published anonymously in 1602, but the 
delicacy of his feelings and his own style is best seen in his shorter poems, like his
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elegy on his seven year old son Gervase, or his tribute to his friend and neighbour 
Sir William Skipworth of Cotes. He wrote a lively ballad on the Battle of Bosworth 
Field, full of animal imagery. After his death his own son and heir Sir John Beaumont 
edited and published in 1629 a collected edition of his father's poems under the 
title "Bosworth Field......and other poems" dedicated to Charles I.

Sir John deserves to be remembered for his good sense and tenderness as well as 
his place among the minor poets of his day.

v) A Hall house at Shepshed, Leicestershire 
by T. H. Rickman

In 1969, before its demolition in 1971, the author was able to examine, measure and 
describe the substantial hall house, 7, Britannia Street, Shepshed.

vi) The Leicester Coffee-house and Cocoa-house movement 
by Malcolm Elliott

The Coffee-House movement of the nineteenth century began in Dundee in 1853, 
spread to Glasgow and Manchester and then reached London in 1863, as a serious 
contribution to the Temperance Movement and a solution to the problem of cheap 
refreshments for working men. These new coffee-houses were regarded in the 
light of non-alcoholic pubs, and it was this aspect of the coffee-house which 
appealed to the Leicester social reformers.
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