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LEICESTERSHIRE LEGENDS 
Anthony Stuart

Its two years ago now since Andrew Strang first raised the idea of collecting the 
legends of Leicestershire at a members Evening of the Local History Council and 
the Committee took it up enthusiastically and agreed to go ahead. Although the 
scheme began slowly (and as a disciple of the doctrine of the inevitability of 
gradualness, I do not disapprove a slow start) it has gathered interest and 
momentum until now we have a very encouraging collection of legends with a 
Leicestershire connotation. As a body concerned with the past in terms of the 
present and in consequence of our role of bringing local history to people's 
doorsteps, we felt that there would be practical value in collecting, collating, 
recording and retaining some of the fascinating folk tales of our county. Legends 
are an inherent part of the culture of most of our villages and many of them relate 
to individuals who are recalled because of their actions or idiosyncracies. For 
example, in the village of Plungar all the Parish Registers before 1754 are said to be 
missing   supposedly used by the Parish Clerk, who was also the Village Grocer, to 
wrap up his tea. [In fact the registers of Plungar survive from 1695 - Ed.]. Some 
legends refer to national events in local terms and tales abound relating to such 
occasions as the Battle of Bosworth, the Cavaliers and Roundheads and, inevitably, 
the local ghost or ghosts. We feel that such stories, whether historically accurate or 
not, should be recorded now and thus retained before they are totally lost to future 
generations.

In gathering them in, we have not sought to offer any definition of a legend. Some 
are stories of the folk, some are exaggerated rumours, some are humourous 
anecdotes, some are local explanations for odd local features, some are old wives 
tales, and some are successively and progressively embellished with delightful verbal 
decoration. Our sole criteria has been one of local interest based on local 
knowledge.

Initially, we approached a wide cross section of the rural community   Clerks of 
Parish Councils, Secretaries of Womens Institutes, Chairmen of Village Hall 
Committees, Leaders of Evergreen Clubs, Officers of Old Peoples Welfare groups, 
rectors and ministers, teachers and farmers and anyone with an interest in their own 
local history. We arranged for publicity in both the press and via local radio. The 
'Leicester Advertiser' ran an article asking people to respond and send stuff in and 
then later did a follow-up feature, quoting several of the legends that had been 
submitted. This aspect was brought to a very interesting conclusion following a 
series of letters in the 'Leicester Mercury' about the tales of the Nine O'clock 
Horses. We wrote to all those who had sent letters to the 'Mercury' and as a result 
of this and a further paragraph in Mr. Leicester's Diary, we culled six versions of 
this particular legend. The permutations are fascinating, but basically, at the turn of 
the century, weary mothers would threaten their tireless offspring who resisted 
settling down for their night's rest, with the coming of the Nine O'clock Horses



who would transport them with the night-soil away to regions of pungent 

blackness. And at Nine O'clock, or in some cases eight o'clock or in some places 

ten o'clock, they would 'prove their case' by bidding those same wide awake 

children to listen to the actual hoof beats of the public health horses as the sewage 

carts carried out their evening function. This tale has regional variations and local 

modifications, but a legendary core of similarity confirms the general tenor of the 

story.

BBC Radio Leicester, by means of the weekly countryside programme 'County 

Contact' and through a series of news items, also made known our project. The 

highlight of this aspect of our publicity came when a two-minute piece, based on an 

interview with the writer, went out over the whole Midland Region in a 

breakfast-time miscellany programme, bringing in four more contributions.

Both main sources of publicity have also brought us offers not only of legends but 

of persons, particularly older persons, who would be willing to be interviewed 

about their own reminiscences so that we hope to be able to tape-record more 

legends and thus incorporate them in our project as pieces of living local history.

We are now sorting out the collection, classifying the material and preparing it for 

publication. In November our Vice Chairman, Mrs. Betty Dickson told the Annual 

Meeting of the National Standing Conference of Local History Councils about our 

work in this connection and we hope to produce a booklet The Legends of 

Leicestershire' next year.

The writer's own favourite concerns Waltham on the Wolds, where one evening in 

1745 a handsome man and a weary horse were seen approaching the village. The 

man, too, looked very tired and battle-worn and the horse he led was limping and 

dust-coated. It was late and dark when a villager, going home from the local inn, 

was stopped by the handsome stranger and asked if he could suggest a suitable 

hostelry where he might find a night's rest and a good blacksmith. The villager felt 

sorry for both horse and man and directed him to the crossroads by the church in 

the centre of Waltham, recommending the Black Bull Inn. The stranger led his horse 

down, was made welcome, had a good sleep, got the blacksmith to shoe the horse 

and was seen early next morning riding hard back up north the way he'd come, 

back towards Hathern and Derby and Carlisle and Scotland. And word rippled 

round Waltham that Bonnie Prince Charlie had escaped. And today the inn at the 

crossroads of the church in the centre of the village still bears its new name The 

Royal Horseshoes.

Almost as a postscript may we add that, although its now the eleventh hour, we 

would still be glad to receive any further contributions. Please send in your own 

legendary tale forthwith, be it ghostly or military or folksy or whatever. We only 

bar the libellous!



Finally, may we thank all those who have helped us to this point and may we 
express the hope that our committee's original decision to take this kind of 
collective action will prove a useful and enjoyable means of conserving for posterity 
one important fragment of the historical heritage of Leicestershire.

BRUSH MAKING AND A LEICESTER BRUSH MAKERS FAMILY 
Robert Bennett

The family name of Bennett is well spread over the whole of England. Although 
spelt in four or five different ways, it is thought that it was at one time a general 
name given to any lay worker at the local church, such as cleaner, baker of the holy 
bread in the church oven, grave digger and so on.

My first recorded ancestor was a Thomas Bennett of Queniborough, mentioned in 
the Muster Rolls of 1536, who was called up to resist the Pilgrimage of Grace. 
Thomas is listed as one of 12 bill men of Queniborough - one of the lowest forms of 
military life, as his weapon probably consisted of some agricultural implement fixed 
on to a long pole. It was the marriage of his son William, recorded in the registers of 
Queniborough church, from which many of the Leicester Bennetts are descended. 
For the next 250 years, many members of the Bennett family lived quietly and 
obscurely in and around the village of Queniborough.

In 1794, a William Bennett married a Miss Adcock, daughter of the proprietor of a 
Rope Walk at Syston. His son, my great grandfather and namesake, Robert Bennett 
decided to try his fortune in the growing manufacturing town of Leicester. In 1810 
he therefore apprenticed himself to a Mr. Williams   a brush manufacturer in 
Leicester, and also a Freeman of that town. At the end of his seven years 
indentures, Robert was entitled to become a freeman himself, and to start business 
on his own account. The freemen of Leicester date back to the Middle Ages, and 
the status was conferred either by serving a seven year apprenticeship to a freeman, 
or being the son of a freeman and taking the Oath of Allegiance at the age of 
twenty-one, before the mayor of Leicester. This freemanship was originally greatly 
prized because it conferred the right to a Parliamentary vote, which could be 
attractive to the politically minded or profitable to the commercially minded. The 
other benefits consisted in part of the gathering of kindling in Charnwood Forest, 
and the grazing of live stock on the common lands, given, as it was believed, by 
Simon De Montfort, and situated originally where Victoria Park now is, and 
subsequently exchanged for land in Belgrave and Aylestone.

Robert Bennett eventually took over Mr. Williams' brush business, and it is family 
tradition that in search of the best hog bristles, which are considered the best 
material for the finest soft sweeping brushes, he made about 1848 a journey into



Russia to see what he could purchase. Before so hazardous a journey he made his 
will. To his great disgust, he was not allowed to leave Russia until he had advertised 
his departure, so that his creditors there could be informed.

His son Arthur carried on the business, and about 1860, his little factory was in 
Bowling Green Street, with his small private dwelling house fronting Market Street. 
He also built a small kiln there, which was not unusual for brush manufacturers to 
do in those days, probably because there was in the making of brushes a 
considerable wastage of wood, which could be used in the kiln. Many local 
inhabitants, incidentally, liked to spend their evenings in their local inns, and 
smoked church- warden pipes, which were hung round the walls. These in time 
became so foul that they were sent in batches to this kiln, to be cleansed by fire.

Brushes can be considered as one of the oldest of manufactured articles, from the 
time when our ancestors needed to manufacture their besoms for sweeping out the 
caves in which they lived. Until very recent times, brush making for domestic 
indoor and outdoor use was in the hands of many hundreds of small local family 
businesses, employing from perhaps six to twenty people.

The method of making hand produced brushes is not a complicated process, 
whether for indoor brushes in which bristle and soft fibres were used, or for 
outdoor or yard brooms in which harder fibres are needed.

The brush head or stock was first drilled with the required number of holes. The 
operative would then take a small bunch of fibre or bristle called a knot, wind 
round the end of it a piece of fine linen thread called thrum, dip this end into 
boiling pitch, and force the end into one of the holes in the brush head. The art 
consisted of using exactly the same size of knot, and forcing it with sufficient 
pressure into its hole. Speed, of course, was essential, as payment was always on the 
piece-rate principle. For outdoor brushes, split cane, African Bass, or mixtures of 
the two were used and favoured, but the finest material was considered to be Bahia 
Bass from South America. For indoor use, there was nothing to equal the boar's 
bristle, as pig's bristle has a unique property of not bending out of shape.

Very soon, there was not enough bristle to be obtained from Russia, as the boars 
were hunted and killed for their bristle, and the brush trade turned to China for its 
supplies. The pigs, though domesticated, were extremely wild and different from 
the present day English pig, whose bristles are quite useless. The bristle was plucked 
from the pig periodically by the farmers' children, and the method, was to chase 
the pigs until they became very heated, when their bristles came out with greater 
ease. It was traditional in China for unmarried daughters to be permitted to pluck 
the pigs first. They naturally chose the best bristles from the shoulder and neck, 
which they accumulated in a box, and kept under their beds. This was sold as their 
dowry when they were married, and these boxes of bristles were known in the trade



as dowers; they always fetched the best price, and were much sought after by the 
discerning brush manufacturer.

In 1861, my grandfather, Arthur, married my grandmother, a farmer's daughter 
from the Duke of Bedford's estate at Thornaugh in the Fens, bordering the present 
Al roadway. She told me that her father used to tell her how, when Napoleon 
escaped from Elba, and the heavy artillery had to be brought south to London, 
every farmer had to supply his team of horses to pull the guns along the road 
bordering his land. My grandmother was a lady of great beauty and tremendous 
character, who lived to be 95.

During the Franco-Prussian War there was a manufacturing slump, and my 
grandmother had a considerable brood of young children to bring up. She therefore 
decided to turn the front parlour, facing Market Street, into a small household 
shop. As she explained to her husband, she could sell his brushes, and household 
paraphernalia was the only thing that she thoroughly understood. She is 
traditionally reported to have made a profit of £50 in the first year. She told me 
that at that time, the pavement on the east side of Market Street was raised 
considerably above the level of the road, and that at the far end where the Gas 
Showrooms are now there was a field, in which grazed a horse which pulled the 
only carriage available for hire in Leicester. From this small beginning developed 
the hardware and department store which became well-known, and which was 
eventually absorbed by Messrs. Fenwicks in 1965.

LIFE IN THE LOUGHBOROUGH WORKHOUSE 
Andre Becherand, University of Nancy, France

Before the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, relief of the poor was the 
responsibility of each parish. The parish vestry raised poor rates and appointed 
overseers of the poor to administer them. This system was created by a series of 
statutes ('the Old Poor Law') which was replaced by the 1834 Act, under which 
parishes were grouped into Unions, each with its Board of Guardians for relieving 
the poor.

The Loughborough Union of parishes was formed on August 16th. 1837, the first 
meeting of the Board taking place on September 11th. that year. When the Board 
took over the powers of the Vestry (according to Joseph Deakin in 'Loughborough 
in the Nineteenth Century' the Select Vestry's duties of relieving the poor did not 
end until June 1838), they decided to proceed at once to the erection of the Union 
Workhouse; for the old poor house, a relic of the Act of Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
was considered inadequate. In the meantime, the Loughborough Union had no 
choice but to continue to use the two existing parochial workhouses at



Loughborough and Shepshed. The old Loughborough parochial workhouse was at 
the Star Foundry, on the site now taken over by the General Post Office on the 
Nottingham Road.

The cost of erecting the new Workhouse, which, with its grounds and outbuildings, 
covered a considerable acreage, amounted to £7,000. The new Workhouse, 
nowadays still called 'the Workhouse' by Loughburians, is now an Old Folks' Home 
and is called 'Hastings' after the famous local family.

In this article, we intend to relive the time and to give evidence of the life of the 
inmates of the Union Workhouse. However, we would wish to add that indoor relief 
was far from being the main mode of relief, since the workhouse (which was in use 
from March 1842) never accommodated more than 269, a figure contrasting with 
the 350 which was the estimated potential accommodation given in the articles of 
agreement.

As we should expect, the Workhouse was a mixture of various establishments: a 
school, an infirmary, a prison, a place of work and a shelter, and consequently, the 
inmates formed a sort of 'melting pot', where the able-bodied poor were in the 
minority. In Loughborough, the inmates ranged from a prostitute of 16, and 
various 'notorious drunken characters', to a professor of music. It should be added 
that a few Irishmen found shelter in the Workhouse in 1846 and that the number of 
inmates used to increase with the onset of winter. The Union Workhouse operated 
on the principle of wards, excluding communication between men and women, 
between able-bodied and the aged and infirm, and between children above and 
under seven. According to the Poor Law Board, 'its proper object (was) the 
reception and maintenance of the poor of the district, who, from age, sickness or 
destitution may require relief, but it also intended to discourage the poor from 
wanting to return by 'subjecting the inmates to the discipline'.

The regulations were as follows:

the inmates wishing to leave the house to visit their friends (had to) obtain 
permission.

tobacco, matches and newspapers were not allowed.

no visitors (were) admitted on Sundays, and visits (were) authorised on 
Thursdays only between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

sexes (were) prevented from associating with each other or of being employed 
together.

the classification prescribed by the General Consolidated Order (had) to be 
carried out.



suckling children (were) put in the nursery and others taken from their 

mothers who (were) allowed to see them twice a day.

no games of chance were permitted.

It is clear that, thus described, the Workhouse appeared as a sort of prison, and this 

aspect was further stressed by the fact that 'the inmates (were) clothed on 

admission with the Workhouse dress'.

People breaking the Workhouse rules were, of course, punished, for example the 

Minute Books give us cases of poor taken out of the Workhouse, for good, for 

absenting and losing part of the Union clothing; of a male pauper entering the 

women's ward and confined for 24 hours in the refractory ward on a diet of bread 

and water. For an act of 'indecency', a pauper was also put in solitary confinement 

for 24 hours on a diet of bread and water and was deprived for a while of tea and 

sugar.

Cases of misconduct, insubordination, general bad conduct, misbehaviour or 

disorderly conduct were common and many inmates were reported as 'very 

troublesome' or 'refractory' and, of course, were then punished, often by an 

increase in their work tasks. Many inmates were also reported to have absconded, a 

fact which shows that the workhouse was not an earthly paradise. There were also 

some other signs of rebellion against the institution. An inmate burnt and partly 

destroyed his shoes. Another one assaulted two policemen. Another one wilfully 

damaged a water tap. Children did not escape punishment, two of them were 

confined in prison for two months for having broken an oak-chest in the 

wash-house.

If the inmates refused to work, they were put on a low diet for 48 hours, or sent to 

jail for 21 days. The Poor Law Commission insisted, in 1843, on preventing people 

from leaving the Workhouse, since it meant bad contacts, infectious disorders and 

improper articles brought in, hence this measure taken by the Board on the return 

of the absconders: 'they were washed and cleansed in cold water and deprived for a 

month of meat dinners'. No doubt the separation of sexes gave rise to a feeling of 

frustration, for a few inmates started to show sadistic tendencies: the Matron, for 

instance, was abused and assaulted twice, and an inmate showed indecent behaviour 

towards some of the girls; he was confined in the workshop on a low diet. The 

Master had also to deal with notorious drunken characters, with inmates tearing up 

their sheets to convert them into articles of clothing or into rags to scale the wall; 

stealing of pillow cases or clothes from the Workhouse was also common.

Then there were 'struggles' between inmates, usage of 'very violent, abusive and 

improper language'. Other punishments were carried out, for not attending the 

divine service, for breaking a hole in the wall of the infectious ward or for taking 

money out of the Relieving Officer's office.
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The usual punishments were: an increase in work tasks, confinement in some place 
on a low diet (with bread and water only) for 24 or 48 hours, the house of 
correction for 21 days, prison (for periods from 12 days to 12 months) and even 
transportation, for 13 years: this was a pauper who had stolen sheets, escaped from 
the Workhouse and then sold the sheets in the town. It should be added that 
punishment was very difficult to avoid as rewards were offered to persons giving 
information leading to the conviction of the offender.

Life in the Workhouse, as it has just been described, was consequently very 
difficult. However, it is our duty to point out the human aspects of the Workhouse: 
flannel shirts for the aged, a swing for the boys, skipping ropes for the girls, gas tar 
for the boys and girls in the yards, a stout pinafore as a covering for the boys, 
below nine, during cold winters, a water mattress for a patient, a shed over the 
pump in the yard to protect people employed from the inclemency of the weather. 
As far as the entertainment of the poor was concerned, we are confronted with a 
lack of documents, the only detail we have, concerns a leave of absence, in June 
1856, allowed to all the inmates, to witness the Public Demonstration in 
celebration of peace after the Crimean War and a gift of Rosettes and Medals to the 
children, in honour of this event.

As the name itself suggests, a workhouse was a place of work; the idea had been to 
have a self-supporting establishment and to discourage idle poor. In Loughborough, 
the type of work carried on was basically stone-breaking, each able-bodied male 
inmate was requested to break from 10 to 15 cwt. of stone a day; in the case of 
refusal, he was not allowed any meat and his work was increased in the following 
days or he was sent to jail. Young people above 15 had to break 7 cwt. a day, and 
partially disabled people, 6 cwt. The quantity of stone was carefully weighed and 
the workers had to wheel their stone into the stone yard and, when broken, to 
move it back. The profit, if any, was accredited either to the parishes, or to the 
establishment accounts; the stone was usually sold to the Loughborough 
Bridgemaster, and used for local repairs. Other activities were leather work, 
pumping, gathering ashes, night soil, manure, rags and bones or fattening pigs. A 
mill to grind corn was also in use, besides a mill for carding the hocks used for 
bedding. As for grinding, pounding and breaking bones, this had been forbidden in 
January, 1845, by the Poor Law Commission.

It should be said that the usual reports from the Visiting Committee and the 
Inspectors included terms such as 'clean', 'comfortable', 'order', 'satisfactory state', 
a view which clashes with the comment of the local papers and was at least 
contradicted in 1841, when two policemen had to stay in the house at night on 
account of 'great disorder in the Workhouse, a plot (having) been laid by the 
inmates for the destruction of the windows'. In 1846 again rumours were in 
circulation in Loughborough that the paupers in the Workhouse had rebelled and 
were not properly treated. Besides the lack of drainage and ventilation, there were 
other reasons for complaint: the Workhouse was an abode of fever, the nursery was
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crowded, the secured cesspools were detrimental to the health of the inmates, there 

was a disagreeable smell in the W.C., the bath house was very damp, steam from the 

laundry pervaded the whole house, the water course was often disturbed and the 

children had to wash in hard water; few improvements appear to have been 

effected, however, apart from the fitting of drainpipes and a cistern to collect the 

water from the roof.

To end with, we should point out that usually when an inquiry was carried out 

after the death of an inmate, the most common answers were 'apoplexy', 'debility', 

'disease of the heart', 'pulmonary congestion' plus a special emphasis on the fact 

that there had been 'no improper treatment'. This detail proves that the Board was 

very much concerned with the good reputation of the Workhouse. Still, on the 

question of death in the Workhouse, we wish to mention that the clothes of the 

deceased, in another connection reported as 'harbour for moth and filth', were 

given to other people! As for their property and money, this was often given to the 

Union or the parishes as a sort of repayment.

At this stage, and leaving aside in this article such important items as diet and 

education in the workhouse, we see clearly already that the horrors of the 

workhouse system described by historians and writers are not exaggerated; a 

workhouse was more a prison than a simple shelter.

The picture we have of the Loughborough Union Workhouse does not help us to 

give a favourable judgement of the 1834 Act, but we should not forget that the 

defects of the Workhouse were often the result of the decisions of the local 

authority, that is the Board of Guardians, and of their inadequate policy. In our 

study we set out to judge the 1834 Act by its operation in the Loughborough 

Union, but we have in the end been forced to attempt a criticism of local 

government and, after much thought, to lay much of the blame on the 

Loughborough Guardians who were sticking to the practices of the Old Poor Law in 

an era of new legislation. Their short-sighted and utilitarian views in fact largely 

defeated the aims of the New Poor Law in the Loughborough Union of Parishes.

THE 'BAPTIST REPORTER' 

Alan Betteridge

In The Press in Leicester c. 1790-1850 (1) Derek Fraser mentions Joseph Foulkes 

Winks' (1792-1866) 'Leicester Corporation and Parochial Reformer, adding: 'When 

the Reformer wound up Winks wrote that his new newspaper would begin on 6th 

October 1836. This may have been a reference to his Baptist Reporter but 

unfortunately no copies of this have survived.'
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Whatever new publication Winks produced in 1836, it was not the Baptist Reporter, 
which had been issued since 1826. (2) Bound copies survive: for 1839, 1843, 
1846 50 with the East Midland Baptist Association's Archivist, the Rev. T.J. 
Budge, 72, Queniborough Road, Leicester; and for 1840-44, 1846-51, 1855-56, 
1859, 1864-65 in the Baptist Union Library, 4 Southampton Row, London W.C.1. 
I have seen also volumes for 1836, 1846, and 1854 in private possession in the 
Midlands.

Winks began it as the Baptist Tract Magazine, Young Christians Companion, and 
Cottager's Friend in 1826 in Loughborough where he ran the General Baptist 
Depository, which since 1824 had been issuing Sunday school materials and 
evangelical tracts for lending to families a week at a time. (3) Winks and the 
Depository moved to Leicester in 1830, (4) and he edited, printed and published 
the Reporter until 1859.

It was always a monthly periodical. In 1838 it became The Baptist Reporter and 
Tract Magazine. The circulation had reached 5,000, so in 1844 Winks enlarged it, 
renamed it The Baptist Reporter and Missionary Intelligencer, and claimed it to be 
'such a Magazine as is not now in England for Threepence'. (5) The monthly 
circulation averaged 7,000 in 1846; (6) but the 508 pages for the whole of 1846 
had declined to only 374 for 1854.

The Reporter was not an official denominational periodical: 'We are not under any 
control.' (7) Leicester was a good place to pioneer contacts between the New 
Connexion of General Baptists, to which Winks belonged (8) and the Particular 
Baptists who formed the Baptist Union. (9) Since the missionary enterprise led by 
William Carey in the 1790s and the principle of open communion championed by 
Robert Hall in the early nineteenth century, the Particular Baptists had become 
more akin to the General Baptists; yet each retained its separate organisation, 
missionary society, etc. Winks felt concerned. 'For many years they had but little 
knowledge of, or intercourse with, each other. They stood isolated and apart. The 
Editors of their magazines (10) seldom alluded to each other, or to the section with 
which they were not connected... The Editor of the Baptist Reporter threw open its 
columns to both sections, and invited contributions and intelligence from all... The 
impartial reports we have produced from all parts of the baptist body...have led 
them to entertain towards each other more brotherly kindness and charity... Is it 
not desirable that the baptists should be more cordial and united with each other?... 
They ought all to join, and form one firm phalanx for the 'word of God', in 
opposition to the 'traditions of men.' (11)

This was not such a trivial piece of ecumenical activity in view of the deep 
differences that Calvinism and Arminianism had aroused and the quite separate 
origins of the two types of Baptist. From 1826 the Reporter was openly concerned 
with a cooperation and essential unity that the Baptist historian Underwood only 
traced back to 1857. (12)

13



Winks had an interesting combination of fervent evangelism and alert social 
concern. The means of evangelism he advocated as suitable for his day were the 
distribution of tracts; Sunday schools; and open-air preaching. Reports of the 
success of these methods gave the Reporter its name.

Church Rates appear more often than any other topic, especially in 1839, during 
which the February, March, June, July, August, September, and October issues had 
something outspoken to say about the situation in Leicester that involved William 
Baines' imprisonment the next year. 'We must not ...... lose sight of the Church
Rate question. It is important...chiefly in affording opportunities for discussing the 
principle of establishments, their intolerant spirit and oppressive conduct. (13)

By 1846 Winks was writing: 'We regard Free Trade as a question of the first 
importance to mankind exceeded only by the glorious gospel of the blessed God...' 
(14) In January of the same year a Temperance column began, though Winks 
regretted 'the intemperance and violence of some of its professed advocates'. (15)

The Reporter was not only a Baptist periodical with a special interest in events in 
and around Leicester and in news from Baptist mission fields like India and the 
West Indies to which local people had gone; it provided a radical Christian comment 
on the issues of the day; and it went further in its breadth, offering sections for 
Poetry, Reviews (of books), and Arts and Sciences (albeit small in size). Politically 
the Reporter had far more bite to it then the official General Baptist Repository 
and Missionary Observer (which Winks had his turn in printing and publishing, 
1853-56).

And while Baptist parents, particularly in the Midlands, studied their Reporters 
their children could have Winks' juvenile publication. The Baptist Childrens' 
Magazine, of which a correspondent wrote: 'Your Children's Magazine is a 
'thumping pennyworth'   a modern wonder!' (16) Said to be the first periodical 
for children in this country, the first issue came out for January, 1827, and a copy 
survives in the Baptist Union library, along with issues up to 1848. Leicester was 
also the home of the Penny Magazine of the Childrens Institute in aid of the Baptist 
Mission, published by A. Cockshaw of High Street, in 1838 and 1839, of which 
copies survive in the Leicester Reference Library.

NOTES

1. Trans. Leics. Archaeol. and Hist. Soc., Vol. XLII (1966-7), p.68.
2. Baptist Reporter, vol. XX (whole series), Dec. 1846, p.486.
3. Minutes of the New Connexion, 1829, p.31.
4. Ibid., 1831, p.28; Baptist Reporter, vol.11 (5th series), Oct.1839, pp.350ff.
5. Baptist Reporter, vol. II (6th series), preface to 1843, pp.iii.iv.
6. Ibid., vol. XX, preface to 1846, p.iii.
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7. Ibid.
8. Arminian in theology. Their churches included Friar Lane, Archdeacon Lane, 

Carley Street, and Dover Street in Leicester; and many churches in West 
Leics. and along the Soar valley. The Midlands were their stronghold.

9. Calvinistic in theology. Their churches included Harvey Lane (later Belvoir 
Street) and Charles Street in Leicester, and quite a few in the county, 
especially south of Leicester. In England as a whole they were far more 
numerous and influential than the New Connexion.

10. The General Baptist Repository and the Baptist Magazine.
11. Baptist Reporter, Vol.XX, preface to 1846, pp.iii, iv.
12. A.C. Underwood, A History of the English Baptists, (London, 1947), p.213.
13. Baptist Reporter, vol. II (6th series), Sept. 1843, p.318.
14. Ibid., vol. XX, April 1846, p. 153.
15. Ibid., vol. XX, June 1846, p.260.
16. Ibid., vol. XX, Jan. 1846, p.49.

THE M69 (LEICESTER - COVENTRY MOTORWAY) 
BenWhitwell

This route from Coventry, to link with the M1 at Leicester, will be Leicestershire's 
second motorway. The M1 passed through the county a few years ago from south 
to north, and virtually nothing of historical or archaeological interest was 
discovered along the thirty-two miles it travelled through the county. But this is no 
slight on those who interest themselves in the archaeology of the county, for the 
same lack of concern and therefore of discovery was characteristic for most of the 
length of the M1.lt was at a time when public awareness was not yet geared to the 
potential discovery and destruction of large numbers of sites of all types and 
periods which is now seen as a likely product of the stripping of huge tracts of top 
and subsoil, necessarily entailed in the construction of a motorway.

It was work particularly on the M5 in south-west England and the energetic 
publicising of discoveries made, that led to a more general public awareness of the 
large quantity of sites and information about the country's past that was being 
destroyed in the process of enabling traffic to pass more swiftly and comfortably 
over it.

Work on the construction of the M69 is due to start in 1974, and archaeological 
activity is already geared to its route on the Warwickshire section, for this is a 
county beset by motorways on all sides and with much knowledge and experience 
of the particular problems of motorway archaeology.
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It was therefore particularly valuable to have help from those concerned with 
motorways in Warwickshire (and also Northamptonshire), when the author of this 
article was appointed by the local Council for British Archaeology group (6), as 
co-ordinator of archaeological work for the Leicestershire section of the M69. The 
help of these, of the Leicestershire County Planning Department and a 
representative of the Midland Road Construction Unit, (which is responsible for the 
selection of the route and the construction of the motorway), readily given at a 
first meeting of the M69 (Leics.) Archaeology Group in April 1972, is most 
gratefully acknowledged. At this meeting and subsequently, about 50 people have 
shown interest in helping with the various activities planned to cope with the 
archaeological potential.

What might there be to find in that part of South-West Leicestershire affected by 
the motorway's course, and how does one set about finding it? A glance at the 
newly-prepared distribution maps of Leicestershire, shortly to be on display at the 
Jewry Wall Museum, will show that there are a surprising number of finds of all 
periods in the vicinity, but few yet known on the direct line of the proposed 
motorway course. But this of course does not necessarily mean that there are no 
further finds to be made along the actual course of the motorway. The proposed 
11-mile route of the motorway passes through the following 12 Leicestershire 
parishes from south-west to north east: Burbage, Aston Flamville, Sapcote, 
Stoney Stanton, Elmesthorpe, Earl Shilton, Potters Marston, Thurlaston, Huncote, 
Scarborough, Enderby and Lubbesthorpe. Granted that about 85% of all 
archaeological discoveries are accidental, and given the past showing of motorways 
for previously unsuspected discoveries, there is quite a reasonable statistical chance 
of new finds.

But the matter does not rest there, with chance, as there are a number of potential 
sources of more controlled information at present being collated. For instance there 
are 5 different sets of aerial photographs of the motorway's route, taken by 
different photographers at different times and seasons. Each of these has something 
to contribute, in the way of information about marks, visible from the air and of 
potential archaeological interest, or for the documentation they give on what land 
is under plough, and therefore susceptible to finds by fieldwalking, which is less 
likely to produce results on grassland, apart of course, from surviving earthworks, 
some of which have not yet been recorded. Apart from what is visible from the air, 
a study of the underlying geology is of value, particularly in relation to the 
prehistoric flint-working sites, close to the east of the route and, unusually, lying on 
clay.

Another source of information, particularly valuable for later antiquities, is that 
available through surviving documents, stored both in the Archives Department of 
Leicester Museums, and in the County Record Office. Other documents of value for 
the area perhaps survive elsewhere. Also, not to be under-rated, is the large pool of 
archaeological material at the Jewry Wall Museum, only recently collated, and
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dealing not only with the museum's own holding of objects but also incorporating 
some, at least, of the information available through aerial-photographs, together 
with information from some published sources and copies of the invaluable records 
of the archaeology division of the Ordnance Survey.

A number of evening classes, organised with the close collaboration in the M69 
project of the Department of Adult Education of Leicester University, are being 
held in Hinckley, Earl Shilton and Leicester. These classes are concerned with 
providing a working familiarity in using documents, in recognising archaeological 
finds in the field and, indeed, how to undertake fieldwork at all.

The present writer moves to a new appointment at the end of 1972, but growing 
local interest will ensure there will be enough helpers to cope with the large amount 
of work to be done. This in some cases may mean archaeological excavation ahead 
of motorway construction and in others simply a watching brief to ensure that all 
information available to an essentially rapid observation is recorded as accurately 
and completely as possible. It is obvious that some one institution must act as the 
clearing house for information, both during and after the fieldwork is over. The 
obvious one to choose is Leicester Museum, where archaeological records are 
already available, and where storage space can house new finds. It is also to be 
hoped that the close co-operation with the County Planning Department, built up 
over the last two years, will be maintained throughout this operation and survive to 
rescue more evidence of Leicestershire's past history, before it is inevitably 
destroyed in the process of development.
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Mrs. G.K. Long

VANISHED HOUSES OF LEICESTERSHIRE
J.D. Bennett Leicester Museums 1971 50p

This very attractively produced booklet tells the story of some of the great and 
middling houses of Leicestershire, once social and cultural centres in the county, 
which have disappeared between the 1700s and our own day. The author includes 
only those which were not replaced by other houses on the same estate.

The most famous of all our lost houses is of course Bradgate House, once the 
childhood home of Lady Jane Grey and the seat of the Earls of Stamford until 
1739, when they abandoned the house and it gradually acquired the appearance of 
the attractive ruin we know today. When Nichols was compiling his History at the 
turn of the eighteenth century an old man of 81 from Anstey remembered the 
house as 'almost entire'.

The houses are described in alphabetical order and it is interesting to note how 
many of them had literary or artistic associations. Garendon Hall is thought to have 
been the house described by Disraeli in Coningsby, Gopsall Hall was built by 
Charles Jennens, a friend of Handel and patron of the arts. Gumley Hall, 
attractively sited and built on a smaller scale by Joseph Cradock of Leicester, was 
well known by his friend David Garrick the actor, and Cradock knew and 
entertained many members of the literary circles of his day. Lindley Hall, on the 
site of the earlier house which was the home of Robert and William Burton, was 
rebuilt in 1705 and demolished in 1961.

Perhaps one of the most interesting of all the lost houses was Ragdale Old Hall. 
Originally a timber-framed house, it was enlarged in brick by the Shirley family, 
used as a hunting seat, and in the eighteenth century as a farmhouse; divided into 
two in the nineteenth century, half was still in use as a farmhouse, though in the 
mid nineteen-forties it was falling into ruins and was finally demolished in 1957-9.

A number of houses   Westcotes and Dannett's Hall, Wigston Hall, Bushby Old Hall 
and Burleigh Hall   have vanished beneath the outward spread of suburban 
Leicester and Loughborough; others have become too large for modern times, and 
after use by the military in World War II the consequent disrepair led to their final 
demolition. Fire throughout the ages has always been a serious menace, ruining 
Edmondthorpe Hall and Normanton Turville Hall.

This very interesting footnote to earlier histories of the county describes the end of 
some of the houses described and illustrated by Nichols and Throsby, and perhaps
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later generations will be kinder to, and public interest find new uses for, houses like 
many of those demolished in the present century.

VIEWS OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS IN THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF
LEICESTER: drawn on stone by J. Flower De Elange
High Street. Syston 1972 £3.25

Admirers of the work of John Flower will now be able to acquire this facsimile 
edition of the twenty-five sketches of the ancient buildings of Leicester and Leices 
tershire in a permanent bound volume, complete with John Flower's own notes on 
the buildings he drew on stone. These views were first published in parts in 1826, 
and to the original collection is added in this volume his drawing of the oldSwithland 
Hall, with the Mountsorrel Cross in the foreground, before the new Hall was built in 
1834.

This collection of Flower's drawings also includes a note on the chronology of his 
life, a brief account of his life and work by Mr. J.D. Bennett, and a small 
reproduction of his portrait by his friend William Smith, made in 1841.

The reprinting in a facsimile edition of any work like this one, originally published 
in parts, invariably produces problems for the editors; and the appearance of this 
reprint is sadly marred by the juxtaposing of two jarring pages, on which on the 
left-hand side we see the last page of Flower's own notes in a heavy and large 
typeface, and immediately opposite the tightly-packed explanatory notes by Mr. 
Bennett, as well as the little reproduction of Flower himself depicted by his friend.

As an ordinary reader, I would have liked to have seen the portrait of John Flower 
and the introductory note at the beginning of the volume, which could have been 
introduced by a new title page, the portrait suitably enlarged, followed by the 
introductory notes; and then, well prepared, I would have been able to appreciate 
the full quality of the reproduced plates and the period flavour of the text, with 
John Flower's own delightful title page introducing the facsimile portion of the 
new volume.

LEICESTER AND ITS REGION

Edited by N. Pye Leicester University Press, for the Local Committee of the 
British Association 1972

£6

This volume, edited by Professor N. Pye of the University of Leicester, is the third 
in the series of handbooks published to mark the occasions on which the City of 
Leicester has been host to the Annual Meeting of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and this volume, with contributions from nationally
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recognised experts in their own fields, represents a great contrast to the almost 
pocket-book size of the handbooks produced for the two previous meetings, in 
1907 and 1933.

The introduction by Professor Pye on Leicester in its regional setting describes how 
the city has developed so many diversified industries in the last hundred years, and 
yet still retains its ancient role as the focal point of the County of Leicester. The 
first part of the book is devoted to our physical setting: its geology, 
geomorphology, climate, vegetation, flora and fauna, and the new problems of 
conservation in a countryside partly despoiled by mineral extraction, eroded by 
urban development, by new roads, and changing agricultural methods.

The next section describes the human settlement of the area up to the beginning 
and end of the Roman occupation, which established the focal point of Ratae 
Coritanorum on the site of modern Leicester today   and the great East-West 
highway of Roman Britain, the Watling Street still forming the south-western 
boundary of the Leicester region. After the Romans came the Anglo-Saxons, whose 
diocese of Leicester lasted for more than a hundred years, followed by the Danish 
invasion which has left its legacy of place and surnames in Leicester and other parts 
of the county. Mediaeval Leicestershire prospered until the coming of the Black 
Death, followed by depopulation and new agricultural methods, which have given 
Leicestershire a high proportion of deserted village sites, early enclosures and a 
change in land use from arable to permanent pastures, a process which accelerated 
in the eighteenth century and ended with the last Parliamentary enclosure in the 
county at Medbourne in 1844. The eighteenth century also saw two major 
contributions to the wealth of the county   the turnpike trusts, which improved its 
road system, and the canals which first linked Leicester with the Trent, then moved 
southwards towards Northampton, and the westward link between the coalfield 
around Ashby towards the Coventry canal.

The growth of market towns and villages is fully outlined, and the history of 
Leicester's growth described in detail from 1066 - 1835. The period from 1835 to 
1871 saw great changes in the rapid growth of Leicester from a market town to an 
industrial centre, physically expanding, embracing the surrounding villages; and 
after 1945, a city bursting its new boundaries of the 1930s to develop a ring of 
suburban and industrial areas in the surrounding county areas. The agricultural 
history is fully described, and the 'hunting image' of the Midland shire has its other 
side in its ancient coalmines, brickworks, and high output of road stone, followed 
by the extensive use of local ironstone.

The growth of Leicester and Leicestershire's industries is outlined hosiery, boots 
and shoes, engineering   sometimes evolving from early traditional industries into 
the whole complex of modern industry: electronics, plastics, nuclear power, 
printing and packaging, and processed foods - a picture of a lively and enterprising 
area, building new industries with the inherited skills of a long-established pool of 
male and female labour traditionally geared to a double-income family pattern.
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The study of this rich and varied area includes a survey of its changing patterns of 
education, from its early foundations to the growth of State-aided and State 
controlled primary and secondary schools, technical education evolving into new 
polytechnics, and a new Technical University in Loughborough to the experimental 
and co-educational pattern of County schools, evolving differently to the more 
traditional pattern of the City schools, towards an agreed and imperceptible pattern 
of comprehensive education, stretching out through the Community Colleges to all 
age-groups in the adult population. An account is given of one of the most 
interesting of all the County's educational institutions, the small Technical College 
established in Loughborough in 1909, which under the dynamic leadership of Dr. 
Herbert Schofield was to become the nucleus of a new Technical University, School 
of Art and Design, Teacher Training College, and College of Further Education.

The University of Leicester, first mooted in 1880, began in 1921 when its first 
students   eight women and one man   began in October their courses in the 
decent plain building in University Road, to grow in numbers and obtain University 
status in 1957, with a prospect of an increase in students to 3,000 in the 1970s.

The survey includes the growth of health and welfare, of the arts, of vernacular 
architecture   and finally describes future plans for the structure of Leicester and 
Leicestershire.

This is a fascinating outline account of the total picture of Leicester and its 
inseparable hinterland, so soon to be united administratively   as it has always been 
in fact   into one unit, in 1974. Illustrated and well-written it is a most imaginative 
and authoritative guide to the past and future of the county. It is sad that the price 
may make it difficult for many people to afford to buy their own copies, but one 
can only hope that the library services in the area will value this volume highly 
enough to make reference and lending copies readily available to all the citizens and 
visitors to the City and County of Leicester.

SCHOOL FOR THE COMMUNITY: A Grammar School re-organises
Edited by Timothy Rogers Routledge & Kegan Paul 1971 £2.40

This extremely interesting book contains a series of accounts, by past and present 
members of the staff, of the planning, the move, and the early stages of the school 
  reverting to its traditional name of Bosworth School   in its new home and new 
role as a Leicestershire Upper School and Community College in Desford.

This book has two main features of interest to historians: the very excellent chapter 
describing the origins and history of the school, by Norman Parry, and the 
appendices, giving the actual text of the School Rules for Students and the Parents' 
Guide as actual source material for later historians.
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Bosworth School is one of the oldest grammar schools in Leicestershire. When the 
first Sir Wolstan Dixie left the school a bequest of £500 in his will on his death in 
1594, he had already aided the school by giving money for a new building, and his 
bequest in fact merely added to the foundation funds of Bosworth School. The 
increased foundation which established the school on the new site facing the Square 
provided for tuition in Latin, Greek and Hebrew as well as English and Arithmetic.

The school had some great headmasters - including Anthony Blackwell, a famous 
classical scholar; a poor but later famous usher in Samuel Johnson; a peculiar head, 
one Joseph Moxon, described as a waiter in a public house; and another notable 
headmaster in Dr. Evans, who supervised the building of the second school on the 
existing site, took in eighty boarders and left a flourishing school when he died in 
1854. By 1888 the numbers had dwindled to five, and the school was once more 
rescued   by the Rev. L.H. Pearson, who restored its reputation for good 
scholarship and excellence in sport. With new communications, the school now 
drew boys by train, bicycle and pony from as far north as Shackerstone and 
Ibstock. In the 1930s it officially admitted girls, but the Governors merely added to 
existing accommodation instead of building a new school on a new site. In 1943 a 
new headmaster gained permission to rename the school the Dixie Grammar School 
after the name of its hereditary Governor, and in 1946 the school became a full 
part of the Leicestershire scheme of secondary education, drawing pupils from as 
far afield as the Warwickshire border to add to the growing numbers which came 
from the suburbs on the western fringes of Leicester.

The Dixie Grammar School was the last to be integrated into the Leicestershire Plan 
for secondary education; and when it moved into its new centre at Desford, 
reverting to its traditional name of Bosworth School and Community College, it 
undoubtedly was once more playing a role which would have satisfied the members 
of the ancient Guild who maintained the original mediaeval foundation.

THE ENGLISH SCHOOL: its architecture and organization 1370-1870
Malcolm Seaborne Routledge & Kegan Paul 1971 £7.50

This fascinating study of the English school, its organization and its buildings, is so 
absorbing in the variety of information it includes that it is very difficult to review 
adequately in a small compass.

This account, because the picture of English education up to 1870 can only be built 
up by the study of a number of local sources, is of interest to any local historian as 
it offers a new approach to the story of the once universal village school. This 
account has, however, a particular interest for Leicestershire historians because it 
includes so many references to the varied schools of our area, from the old 
Leicester Town Grammar School, which was founded in 1573 but built largely
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from mediaeval materials   timber, stone and lead   from the nearby disused 
church of St. Peter   and is the oldest surviving school building in the immediate 
area.

All the trends which influenced English schools and their buildings are described in 
considerable detail in this account; and Leicestershire, Rutland and 
Northamptonshire provide examples of every type of school except the 
metropolitan prototype of all the schools of the new learning   Dean Colet's own 
St. Paul's School in London.

The golden age of the foundation«of country grammar schools, the late sixteenth 
and early seventeenth centuries, was well represented in Leicestershire, where the 
old Market Harborough Grammar School would have sent some of its pupils to the 
Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge in its early days, but while still in use as a school 
until 1892, was by then giving little more than an elementary education.

None of the Leicestershire early Grammar Schools ever underwent the 
transformation of Uppingham, from a country grammar school to a public boarding 
school for upper middle class Victorians, achieved by Edward Thring; though some 
boarders were taken on a more modest scale at Bosworth, Ashby, and the 
Loughborough Schools.

The County had its quota of private schools in the eighteenth century, and in the 
nineteenth century saw the short-lived establishments of the two proprietary 
schools catering for middle-class Anglican and Nonconformist boys, in the Leicester 
Collegiate and Leicester Proprietary Schools.

Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake, originally designed by Pugin, was a local example of a 
middle-class boarding school designed to meet a particular religious and educational 
need.

The eighteenth century charity school movement, the dame school, and finally the 
rapid expansion of the elementary school in the early nineteenth century, made the 
years important ones for school building. A number of plans are available for these 
schools, some made later when improvements were contemplated; and in 
Leicestershire some of these schools still exist, even if many are no longer used for 
their original purposes. Many were placed near churches - though none, like 
Wymondham in 1637, were still being built actually in the churchyards. Others, like 
Kibworth Beauchamp Parochial Schools, ingeniously used the head teacher's house 
to separate the boys' school from the girls'.

The evolution of these buildings, the number of plans still extant, the references to 
the designs for schools in The Builder' and the advice of the National Societies, 
later to be followed by advice from the central Government, all influenced school 
building at the end of the period. Even if not so evident in the small village school,
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the custom of one large schoolroom was being systematically modified by the 
addition of smaller classrooms for subject teaching, with the main room as an 
assembly hall, in the new middle-class and public schools, to meet the new methods 
of teaching and the greater variety of subjects taught.

The diagrams, the notes and the production of this book are all excellent, except 
for one very annoying aspect of its arrangement: all the plates are completely 
separated from the text and placed after the index at the end of the book. Some are 
very inconveniently arranged on the page, and in a volume costing more than seven 
pounds it seems unfortunate that these excellent illustrations could not have been 
more conveniently placed and more generously displayed.

THE LEICESTER LINE: a history of the old Union and Grand Union Canals
P.A. Stevens David and Charles 1972 £3.25

This account of the 'Leicester Line', which is now a delightful but little-used 
waterway, gives a complete account of its history from the beginnings at a meeting 
at Market Harborough when the formation of a Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire Union Canal was formally discussed, until the present state of 
the little-used system today, when commercial traffic has practically ceased; but 
under the control of British Waterways and with the support of amateur enthusiasts 
there is a growing demand for preservation of the system because of quiet 
attractions, particularly the portion which, from Foxton locks to Watford locks, 
runs along the summit line of the Northamptonshire uplands.

This book describes the discussions which founded the Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire line from the first meeting of 1792 at Market Harborough, and 
all the problems of negotiation with landowners, technical problems of choice of 
route and of the construction difficulties. The line from Leicester to Market 
Harborough was completed in 1809, and opened for traffic. But in 1808 the 
proprietors had found so many problems in agreeing a route which would meet the 
line from London where it would join the Oxford Canal at Braunston, that a new 
Company, the Grand Union, undertook the construction of the line south of 
Market Harborough, and there were individual members and shareholders in both 
canals, the LNU, making available all the surveys and suggestions for the route 
south of Market Harborough to the new Company.

The Grand Union finally agreed a route, which began at Foxton, building a staircase 
of locks to reach the summit, near to the junction with the completed half to 
Market Harborough; and despite all problems   the water shortage which entailed 
the building of reservoirs at Naseby and Sileby, as well as the old LNU reservoir at 
Saddington   the line opened in 1814, giving the link with the London line.
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The prosperity of these canals was short-lived. The Leicester Line with profitable 
wharves at Debdale and Market Harborough had cost less to build and therefore 
yielded a higher return than its southern neighbour. Both canals were modestly 
prosperous until the coming of the railways, and the decision of Pickfords, who ran 
regular boat services along both lines, to switch their traffic to the railways in 1847. 
After this time receipts declined, and some of their revenue came from the sale of 
water from the canals and from their reservoirs. As the years passed the two Union 
Canals worked more closely together, and in 1894 both canals were purchased by 
the Grand Junction Canal; and it was this concern which attempted to speed up the 
service by the construction of the inclined plan at Foxton; completed and opened 
in 1900, it worked adequately and saved water, but had the disadvantage of closing 
at night. With the decline in traffic the Company wished to abolish its use in 1917 
and to improve the locks at Foxton. The Foxton plane was finally dismantled, and 
the engines and remaining equipment finally disposed of in 1928.

In 1929 the Union Canals were all purchased by the Grand Union Canal System, 
which now linked the whole of the Midlands network with the Trent and Erewash 
Canals. Improvements, and in particular widening of both Foxton and Watford 
locks, were planned but in the Depression never carried out; and the section 
covering the area of the old Union Canals became less and less used until it was 
devoid of commercial traffic by the 1950s.

This book gives a fascinating and detailed account, with many interesting 
illustrations, copious notes, lists of locks and distances on the Leicester line - and 
concludes with the plea that this most attractive section of the Midland Canal 
network should be preserved for its increasing use by canal enthusiasts, whose small 
boats may now be seen for the first time in many years queuing to use the Foxton 
Locks.

PAMPHLETS

Cogwords: Kegworth Village Association Bulletin Vol. I Nos. 1 and 2 10p each 
number from the Hon. Sec., J. Townsend, 26, Pleasant Place, Kegworth, Derby.

The Kegworth Village Association formed in the autumn of 1971 by residents 
interested in the village, its history and preservation, have amongst their other 
objectives the eventual establishment of a Folk Museum, and in May this year held 
a very successful local history exhibition.

Two numbers of the bulletin have been published so far, and these include the first 
three instalments of a history of Kegworth compiled by the members of a local 
history group 1955 1960 (some material from this group has already been 
published in the Leicestershire Historian Vol. I Nos. 4, 5 and 6). The latest issue
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contains an account of the Kegworth Water Mill and the Soar Navigation was the 

first Leicestershire canal and linked Loughborough with the Trent.

It is hoped that the next issue will include material on the hosiery trade from the 

exhibits and recollections of village people once employed in the industry, which 

formed one of the most interesting features of the recent exhibition.

1872 - 1972: the first hundred years of the Leicestershire and Rutland Society of

Architects
L. Lloyd Smith and R.J.B. Keene Leicestershire and Rutland Society of

Architects 1972 50p

Whether one dates the formation of the Society from the first informal meeting in 

July 1872 in Mr. Dain's rooms, or from the formal adoption of the Society's 

Consitution and Rules on 20th December 1872, no-one today would question the 

contribution to the City and County of Leicester of its members during their first 

hundred years, or the status of architecture as one of the highly respected and 

important professions of the twentieth century.

This booklet describes the work of its members, the role played by the Society in 

helping to establish fair conditions for architectural competitions, in disputes over 

fees, in promoting architectural education, and later in its relationships with the 

RIBA and the establishment of regional associations.

This booklet contains illustrations of some of the local buildings designed by the 

Society's members, and includes a chronological list of representative local 

buildings, including the costs where known. It also lists architects in private practice 

for sample years in the period, for 1875, 1882, 1898, and private firms in practice 

in 1972.

This is a well produced and most informative centenary booklet, which provides a 

very readable introduction to the Society and the work of its members over the 

past hundred years. Though styles of buildings have changed with changes in public 

taste and the introduction of new materials and methods, the high ideals of 

professional standards and responsibility of the founder members have remained 

unchanged in the greatly expanded membership of the Society today.

LEICESTER: TRANSPORT and the ENVIRONMENT

The Leicester Ecology Action Group 25p

LEICESTER TOWN TRAIL
Town & Country Planning Association 25p
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A WALK THROUGH LEICESTER
Susanna Watts 1802
3rd edition with introduction by Professor Jack Simmons
Leicester University Press 1967 £1.05

Disillusionment with town and country planning has prompted some activities and 
publications of interest to the local historian. Leicestershire has its branch of the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England, and the City has two action groups, 
the Leicester Environmental Action Group and the Leicester Ecology Action 
Group. The latter has produced a pamphlet on the question of transport in the 
City. It pinpoints some of the blind spots and circular arguments in the planning 
processes which have arrived at a scheme which claims to have said 'No' to the 
motor car, but which at the same time promises to destroy the City centre in 
accomodating it.

Action groups are not for everyone, but everyone can improve their knowledge and 
appreciation of the environment. The Town and Country Planning Association's 
educational leaflet is a stimulating guide for making a 'Leicester Town Trail'. It 
suggests a route and ways of looking at and thinking about aspects of the 
townscape, including 'environmental appraisal'   a subjective marking of the 
quality of several chosen centres.

Now this would be a sound way to go about preparing a guide book or parish 
history, and recalls Susanna Watts' guide 'A Walk Through Leicester', first 
published in 1802, (and the new edition of which was reviewed in these pages in 
1968).

Everyone should follow the Leicester Town Trail, even if only from the armchair, 
relying on memories for illustrations: only beware, the illustrations may be out of 
date. It is more cheerful to follow Miss Watts' walk; for she has nothing but praise 
for recent developments in transport into the city, namely the canal from 
Loughborough. 'Indeed,' she adds, 'these water-roads, ...reflect the greatest honour 
on the ingenuity of man...; and prove most strikingly...how boundless are the 
advantages of civilised life, and how inviolable the security afforded to property by 
laws, wisely framed and judiciously enforced.' Professor Simmons pointed out that 
most of the important things indicated by Miss Watts in 1804 were still to be seen 
in 1967. Are they still? Go and look; and wish the action groups success in helping 
the local authorities enforce our planning laws judiciously.

J.D.G.
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