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Celebrating the Jubilee
t/oyceL<ee and Jon Dear?

C elebrations on a grand scale with streets decked 
in bunting, decorated archways, flags hanging 
out of windows, meat teas for the whole 

community, free beer and tea, sports, games and 
firework displays, have all been a feature of royal 
jubilees. 1 A number of communities also funded more 
permanent commemorations, examples of which can be 
found across Leicestershire and Rutland. Many of these 
tangible reminders relate closely to the development of 
public facilities, in particular to the provision of clean 
water supplies, recreation and health, and manifest 
themselves in a range of forms from public fountains to 
buildings and open spaces. The most prodigious output 
is the street furniture and other commemorative works 
associated with the celebrations of Queen Victoria's 
Golden Jubilee in 1887 and her Diamond Jubilee in 
1897. This article concentrates on a representative 
selection of these, and to a lesser extent on the more 
recent silver jubilee commemorations of King George V 
in 1935 and Queen Elizabeth II in 1977.

It has been claimed that more statues and memorials 
have been erected in honour of Queen Victoria than for 
any other person. The funding for these came from a 
variety of sources including private benefactors, public 
subscription, and commercial initiatives, in some cases 
with developers taking the opportunity to give an 
already planned project a boost by associating it with 
the Jubilee. Private firms also took advantage of relating 
their work to the Jubilee. Of the many worthy proposals 
put forward, not all made it to fruition. Some never saw 
the light of day, others had to wait until later, whilst in 
some cases the Jubilee provided the opportunity to kick- 
start schemes which went on to be fully developed 
afterwards. Apart from statues and plaques, most 
commemorations were more than merely ornamental, 
and served a useful purpose, meeting a real need or 
providing improved facilities.

One such need concerned the provision of safe and 
hygienic drinking-water supplies, and whilst facilities in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century varied 
considerably across Leicestershire and Rutland, 
fountains and pumps were amongst the more popular 
forms of commemoration for both Victoria's Golden 
and Diamond Jubilees. However, the provision of water 
at communal meeting places and the drinking of water 
in the street was not just seen for its basic purpose of 
refreshment, but also as a means of promoting 
temperance by providing an alternative source to the 
public house, this sentiment being reinforced by 
suitably inspired inscriptions on public fountains.

Both Oadby and Wigston Magna celebrated Queen 
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee with the erection of a 
fountain. That at Oadby still survives, although no 
longer in its original position and now waterless, looking 
displaced against the railings of Oadby's Ellis Park, 
overlooking the busy Leicester Road. Bearing more 
resemblance to an ecclesiastical triptych in revival 
Gothic style, the monument originally stood in a more 
central position outside St. Peter's Church, but was 
moved to make way for the War Memorial in 1921. 
Each of the fountain's three arches bears an inscription, 
these reading: The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life; 
Erected to commemorate the 60th year of the reign of Queen 
Victoria; Whosoever will, let him take the water of life 

freely", the outer two quotations being from Proverbs 
14,27 and Revelation 22,17. The middle arch contains 
an attractive pedestal-mounted bronze bowl into which 
the water once flowed, activated by a handle at the side 
where now only the mounting slot remains.

Wigston's Jubilee fountain fared less well. Presented by 
S.D. Pochin at a cost of £11 8s lid, it was installed at 
the Bank but has since disappeared to make way for 
redevelopment. Apart from old illustrations which show 

a substantial single-arched structure 
housing the spout and bowl and 
surmounted by a triangular pediment, a 
reminder today is nearby in the name of 
the recently constructed "Bell Fountain" 
public house.

Another substantial public fountain and 
one of the more elaborate village 
commemorations for Victoria's Golden 
Jubilee is that at Ketton where it dominates 
the village centre at Stocks Hill. 
Approximately twelve feet high, with an 
octagonal base, a square-sectioned central 
body and a square pyramidal top, this

1897 Diamond Jubilee fountain, Oadby.
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Decorative carving on Ketton's Victoria Goldem Jubilee 
fountain 1887.

monument is particularly attractive for the cameo 
carving on the sides of the pyramid where roses, oak, 
laurel and ivy surround the dates 1837 and 1887, the 
word "Jubilee" and a splendidly carved crown with the 
initials "K/?.".

A particularly handsome Jubilee pump is that which 
takes centre-stage on the Green at Mountsorrel, its cast 
iron face-plate bearing the date 1887 and also a wyvern, 
the latter being the Lanesborough family crest. Built to 
last, the column and base are of local granite. Metal 
bands for standing a water container on cover the 
trough, whilst the hole for the pump arm is still clearly 
visible. Previously situated nearer the main road, the 
pump was later moved to be more conveniently closer 

to the centre of the Green. A 
few miles away, is a well-house 
at the side of the road running 
through the village of Old 
Woodhouse. Erected by the 
Herrick family, this features a 
bull's head cast in "best bell 
metal" by Taylor's of 
Loughborough. Although the 
fountain pre-dates Victoria's 
Golden Jubilee, it was restored 
by several local villagers in 1977 
to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth IPs Silver Jubilee.

As with water supplies, the state 
of public lighting varied 
considerably from place to 
place and Queen Victoria's 
Jubilees provided the 
opportunity to make

Design for a drinking fountain and 
lamp supplied by George Smith of 
Glasgow to Melton Mowbray's 
Jubilee Committee to 
commemorate Victoria Golden 
Jubilee 1887 (By permission of the 
Record Office for Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland).

improvements on this front too. One particularly 
interesting commemoration was north of Melton in the 
village of Scalford, where a series of eight lamps were 
erected around the village to commemorate the 
Diamond Jubilee. Several have survived, although now 
on private properties, including one which still bears its 
original metal flag with the inscription "Record Reign 
1837-1897". More recently, the village also saw fit to 
commemorate Queen Elizabeth's Silver Jubilee by the 
restoration of the Scalford Spout, a notable local source 
of running water.

Combinations of public amenities such as a drinking 
fountain with a lamp on top were also popular. One of 
the more prominent examples can be seen in the 
Market Place at Uppingham. "Erected by the inhabitants" 
in celebration of Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, this 
replaced an earlier post with three gas lamps which had 
been erected by subscription in 1864. The Market Place 
at Melton Mowbray was once also similarly graced by a 
drinking fountain and lamp, again in commemoration 
of the Golden Jubilee. Costing £26 17s lOd and made 
of cast iron, the structure was supplied virtually ready

1887 Victoria 
Golden Jubilee 
clock, 
Belgrave, 
Leicester

BS:saas»BaB8^»^^

for on-site erection by George Smith & Co, 
Ironfounders of Glasgow, with the installation work 
being carried out by local Melton builder C. Barnes, 
John Anderson plumber and glazier, and the Melton 
Mowbray Gas Light & Coke Company. However, the 
new fountain proved unpopular with the local 
tradesmen who successfully campaigned for its removal 
to Play Close, where it remained until going for scrap 
during the Second World War.

Elsewhere in the country, clock towers, public clocks 
and other timepieces proved yet another popular form 
of commemoration. Locally, surviving public jubilee 
clocks include that at Belgrave for the 1887 Jubilee and 
in the far north of the county at Bottesford for the 
Diamond Jubilee. Both clocks have in common the fact 
that they were put up on school buildings. An article in 
the "Leicester Mercury" one hundred years later 
described how papers had recently come to light, 
including telegrams about the Belgrave clock from 
W.Potts and Son, clockmakers in Leeds, to a Mr. J. 
Grewcock, the Leicester schoolmaster and
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churchwarden of St Peter's Belgrave, who was largely 
instrumental in purchasing and installing the clock. 
Today, the clock remains a feature of old Belgrave, 
although the building is no longer a school. Meanwhile 
the building at Bottesford has retained an educational 
use, having been attractively converted into the local 
library. The centre of Leicester already possessed a 
clock tower and at least one other prominent public 
clock by 1887, and although accounts vary, it is 
generally believed that the splendid Kemp's clock at the 
southern entrance to the Market Place was built to 
commemorate Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, although it 
may not have been installed straight away on the front 
of the corner block known as Central Buildings. Made 
in Kemp's workshop, the clock is interesting in that 
although privately owned, it bears the old corporation 
arms of Leicester. Recently renovated, and including its 
"By Appointment" designation, although now without 
the Kemp name and the former "Greenwich Mean Time" 
legend, the clock continues to make an impressive sight.

Royal jubilees also provided an opportunity to try and 
progress on larger projects including much-needed 
health facilities, although success rates across the 
county varied. At Hinckley, a cottage hospital had 
already been built in Wood Street in 1890, but with 
demand soon outstripping the available facilities, the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee enabled funds to be raised to 
purchase land for a replacement. Ashby-de-la-Zouch's 
second cottage hospital was also the result of jubilee 
funding, this being mainly through the generosity of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ison. Containing both male and 
female wards, each with five beds and a cot, the new 
hospital in Leicester Road was opened with Masonic 
ceremonies on 30th July 1897 by Earl Ferrers, replacing 
more limited facilities in South Street. However, at 
Market Harborough there was less enthusiasm for 
proposals to establish a cottage hospital for the town. 
There had been sporadic attempts during the earlier 
part of the 1890's to raise funds and in 1897 it was 
suggested that the scheme should be part of the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee celebrations. However, the 
scheme failed to attract the necessary support and had 
to wait more than another 10 years before coming to 
fruition.

Proposals to commemorate the Golden Jubilee at 
Melton also included plans to establish almshouses in 
the town, as the Minute Book of the Melton Jubilee 
Committee for 1887 shows. This well-intentioned 
project, administered by local charity and parochial 
trustees, had already raised subscriptions and drawn up 
plans, and was on the point of letting the tender for 
building, when in May 1887, the Charity 
Commissioners refused consent for the scheme on the 
grounds of inadequate endowment funds. This setback, 
coupled with the death of the Committee Chairman 
(and Vicar of Melton), the Rev. Dr. William Colles, led 
to the eventual winding up of the almshouses proposal 
in 1889. The Committee, under the chairmanship of

1887 Victoria Golden Jubilee commemorative stone on 
Westcotes Library, Leicester.

the new Vicar of Melton, the Rev. Gilbert Karney, then 
re-directed its energies to provide a parochial hall in 
memory of Dr. Colles, resulting in the building of the 
Colles Memorial Hall in 1890, a public facility that still 
exists today.

In the Borough of Leicester, more than £3,000 was 
raised by public subscription to mark Victoria's Golden 
Jubilee. The Jubilee Committee's first two objectives 
were to provide celebrations and to contribute £1,000 
towards the foundation of the Imperial (later the 
Commonwealth) Institute in London. Their third 
objective was only defined initially as "some local 
memorial". Subsequent suggestions included a 
canopied statue of Queen Victoria in Leicester's Town
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Inscription at All Saints church Wigston to commemorate 
Victoria Diamond Jubilee 1897.

Hall garden, it being recognized that the town was 
lacking in public statues. In the end, it was decided to 
hand over the remaining balance from the fund to go 
towards establishing "a Branch Free Library for the 
Western district of the Borough" as a follow-up to the 
success of Leicester's first branch library at Garendon 
Street which had opened in 1883. Additional donations 
were received, and in March 1889 the new Westcotes 
Library opened on the Narborough Road where visitors 
are still greeted by the Golden Jubilee commemoration 
above the main entrance door.

Other public buildings erected, rebuilt or extended as a 
result of royal jubilees include village halls, schools and 
churches. Amongst the more ambitious schemes were 
major church restorations as at Newbold Verdon, this 
being in commemoration of Victoria's Diamond Jubilee 
at an estimated cost of £2,786.

New church organs, lychgates, bells, windows, pulpits, 
walls and porches have also been the result of royal 
jubilee celebrations. At St. Peter's Leire, a new organ 
was purchased for Victoria's Golden Jubilee. Made by 
Taylor's of Leicester, the cost was £100. St. 
Bartholomew's Quorn also benefited from a new organ, 
this being the gift of W.E.B. Farnham. Observant 
passers-by at Newgate End and Moat Street at Wigston 
Magna will notice a plaque on the outside of All Saints' 
church wall, with gold lettering picking out the 
following inscription: "This church wall was built AD

Above: carving at All Saints' 
church, Gilmorton - the head of 
Queen Victoria on the entrance 
porch and right, inscription to 
VRI commemorating the 
Diamond Jubilee 1897.

1897 Queen Victoria's Jubilee Year By a Parishioner". It is 
thought that the anonymous benefactor was Thomas 
Ingram of Abington House. Also of particular interest is 
the church porch at All Saints 1 Gilmorton, built to 
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee, the event being 
unusually recorded on the attractive tiled floor inside 
the porch. On either side are stained-glass windows 
depicting the young Victoria, whilst on the outside is a 
weathered stone head of the queen. In the north east of 
Leicestershire both the lychgate and adjoining side-gate 
and walls of St. Peter's Wymondham were erected in 
1897, again in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee. 
A plaque inside the lychgate records the event and the 
list of contributors, whilst another records the 
subsequent restoration of the lychgate to celebrate the 
centenary of Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897, also 
with funds raised in the village. Further jubilee 
commemorations include the pulpit at St. Peter and St. 
Paul, Syston (1897), and memorial windows at St. 
Catherine, Houghton on the Hill (1897) and St. John 
the Baptist, Enderby (1887). Both the 1887 and 1897 
Jubilees proved particularly busy years for John Taylor's 
Loughborough bell-foundry with orders from around 
the country for commemorative jubilee bells, including 
two 1887 bells for All Saints', Loughborough which 
were carried on a decorated dray in procession through 
the town.
Other companies also found their own individual ways 
of marking Victoria's jubilees, and that chosen by the 
firm of Stanley Brothers of Nuneaton has left a trail of 
fascinating reminders on buildings across central and 
southern England in the form of decorative wall- 
mounted commemorative plaques. 2 Leicestershire has 
the greatest number of these identified so far, with 
terracotta examples for the Diamond Jubilee still to be 
seen in Leicester on Francis Street, St. Saviour's Road, 
and Spa Place in Humberstone Road, and also at 
Witherley in the south west of the county. Later, during 
the building expansion of the 1930s, developers took 
the opportunity of naming new estates after King 
George V's Silver Jubilee, with T.R. Price and Co. of 
Brazil Street, Leicester promoting the new Jubilee 
Estate off Anstey Lane, advertising "£5 secures one of 
our delightful semi-detached houses ...repayments from 
117- weekly''.

More recently, plaques of a different kind were put up by 
Harborough District Council to commemorate the Silver 
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, with an emphasis on 
heritage and conservation. These include plaques at 
Shawell to commemorate Lord Tennyson's frequent visits 
to the Old Rectory; at Medbourne on the medieval pack- 
horse bridge; at Drayton on the smallest consecrated 
church in Leicestershire and at Hallaton to commemorate 
the village's hare pie and bottle-kicking custom.

Royal jubilees also made some significant contributions 
to the development of public parks, playing-fields, 
recreation grounds and baths. Loughborough's first 
public baths were presented to the town by the first

6
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mayor of the new borough, Joseph Griggs, to 
commemorate Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. The former 
baths building now houses the Charnwood Museum, 
and adjoins the appropriately named Queen's Park 
which also owes its origins to the Diamond Jubilee, 
when some four acres of land were purchased from the 
Island House Estate to form the nucleus of a public 
park. Other parks with royal jubilee connections include 
Hollycroft Park at Hinckley which was opened as part 
of the Silver Jubilee celebrations for King George V in 
1935. The environment has also been enhanced by a 
number of trees which were planted to commemorate 
royal jubilees, as for example at Hathern where a plaque 
beneath a horse-chestnut records "Jubilee Tree June 7th 
1977, seat opposite donated by B.J.K. Ltd Hathern". 
Woods and public footpaths have also been established 
as jubilee commemorations.

Less common in Leicester 
shire and Rutland are statues 
or monuments with jubilee 
associations, an exception 
being the imposing Wycliffe 
memorial at Lutterworth. 
Taking the form of a tall 
granite obelisk, this was 
erected in 1897 to mark 
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee 
and commemorates John 
Wycliffe, Rector of Lutter 
worth (1374-1384), who as 
the inscription informs was 
"The Morning Star of the 
Reformation" and "The first 
translator of the Bible into the 
English Language".

Lastly, mention should be
made of buildings with less
obvious royal jubilee
connections such as the
remarkable coffee house in
Granby Street, Leicester
which was given the name
"Victoria" to commemorate
the Golden Jubilee, and also of the many streets,
houses, factories, public houses and other buildings
erected or opened in the royal jubilee years which can
be found across Leicestershire and Rutland and which
incorporate the word "Jubilee" in their name.

References:
1 Roast beef and plum pudding: Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, 

1887. Keith Ovenden. Leicestershire Historian (1991) 
p!7-26.

2 Victorian commemorative plaques. Arthur Sadler. 
Leicestershire Historian (1999) pl-2.

Wycliffe Memorial, 
Lutterworth 
commemorating 
Victoria's Diamond 
Jubilee, 1897.

Later this year a revised edition of the booklet 
about the life of Daniel Lambert will be 
published by Leicester City Museums. 

Unfailingly popular, this booklet has been revised and 
reprinted many times since the 1950s, and there is 
little doubt that Daniel is regarded with affection by 
the people of Leicester and the many visitors to the 
display of his clothes and memorabilia at Newarke 
Houses Museum.

Daniel Lambert was born in Leicester on March 13th 
1770, his father, John Lambert, was the keeper of the 
County Bridewell in Highcross Street. After a seven 
year apprenticeship to a diesinker in Birmingham's 
jewellery quarter, Daniel Lambert returned to 
Leicester in 1791 and took over from his father as 
Keeper of the Bridewell at a salary of £21 a year.

In Leicester, then a town with a population of 
c. 17,000, Lambert was well-known as the Bridewell 
Keeper and as a country sportsman and respected for 
his personality. He was "replete with anecdote, and of 
a lively turn of mind...with a choice selection of 
words, and a variety of subjects" as one contemporary 
put it. However his wider fame in later life and after 
his death was due to his size. At a time when Britain 
was at war with Napoleonic Europe, cartoonists 
depicted Daniel Lambert with pride as a British 
Champion, for instance the 'Two greatest men in 
Europe', cartoon of 1806 by S. W. Fores shows 
Lambert tucking into roast beef, contrasting with 
soup for a thin-looking Emperor Napoleon. Already a 
folk legend before he died, his popularity has not 
diminished with the years. A wax model of Lambert 
found its way to America and was shown in the Mix 
Museum in New Haven in 1813 and later in P. T. 
Barnum's famous American Museum. He took his 
place in 19th century accounts of the curious and 
wonderful and appears as a symbol of hugeness in the 
novels of Thackeray. Pubs and restaurants are still 
named after him.

Over the years editions of the museum booklet on 
Daniel Lambert have taken the view, based on 
contemporary sources, that since he did not eat to 
excess, his corpulence must have been due to disease. 
The 2002 edition of the booklet benefits from the 
work of Dr Jan Bondeson, who visited Newarke 
Houses Museum to consult source materials held 
there as part of his research for 'Daniel Lambert, the 
Human Colossus', a chapter in his book: The Two-
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Daniel Lambert 1770-1809 courtesy of Leicester City 
Museums.

Headed Boy and Other Medical Marvels (Cornell 
University Press, 2000). This is the only account 
written from a medical point of view, and it 
challenges the medically uninformed view that 
Lambert had a gland problem or other unknown 
disease. According to Bondeson, factors influencing 
weight increase are genetics, environment (diet) and 
disease. Obesity is either primary, which occurs 
without other disease being present, or secondary, 
where there is 'an external endocrine or genetic 
cause'. Bondeson examines common and uncommon 
diseases that cause obesity, but concludes that none 
of them are consistent with what is known of 
Lambert. An endocrine cause for obesity occurs, in 
any case, in only a small minority of cases. Daniel

Lambert had an uncle and aunt 
who were 'very heavy' but his 
immediate family were of more 
usual proportions. His increase in 
weight seems to date from his 
move to the County Bridewell, 
work which involved little exercise. 
In 1793 he turned the scale at 32 
stone. However he remained active 
in field sports until 1801 or 1802. 
In 1804 he already weighed over 
49 stone, and at the end of 1806, 
when the Leicester Journal 
announced his departure on tour, 
he was on a diet but 'still increases 
in bulk'.

Bondeson concludes that Daniel 
Lambert had 'primary obesity', 
caused by too much high-calorie 
food combined with a sedentary 
lifestyle. Daniel's condition could 
probably now be controlled. 
Bondeson describes his own 
experiences as a senior registrar in 
endocrinology in the 1990s when 
obese patients would claim that 
they could not lose weight despite 
dieting. He treated them as in- 
patients for a week on a strict low 
calorie diet and they lost weight. 'If 
Daniel Lambert had lived today, he 
would probably have been 
surgically treated with a 
gastroplasty or a gastric bypass' 
which involves removing or 
bypassing part of the stomach, 
leaving a small 'gastric reservoir' 
which leaves a feeling of fullness 
after very small meals. He also 
concludes that the likely cause of 
Lambert's death was a pulmonary

embolism, though as there was no autopsy this will
never be known for sure.

Daniel Lambert is regarded by many in Leicester as a 
kind of mascot, but others have a more ambiguous 
feeling about him as a highlight of a museum visit. 
His story offers a way in to Leicester's social history 
for young and old, and it is rare for a set of clothing 
belonging to an individual of his middling social 
status to be preserved in a museum. The suggestion 
that his own actions were responsible for his size is a 
new perspective, though it remains possible that other 
medical opinion will modify this view. Dr Bondeson's 
research reminds us of the need for more work 
exploring how we engage with the issues of body 
weight and how we reinterpret Daniel Lambert for 
21st century Leicester.

8
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Leicester Choral and Dramatic Society

the Leicester Symphony Orchestra was 
formed in 1922, many people felt it to be a 
pointless exercise. It would not be supported 

and in any case, there were already too many amateur 
music groups around. They predicted that it would soon 
die - even with Malcolm Sargent as conductor.

Barely ten years later, such was the enthusiasm for local 
music making that it was felt the time was right for the 
formation of a huge body to present pageant style opera 
and choral works in the De Montfort Hall. The 
outcome was the birth of the much loved Leicester 
Choral and Dramatic Society. More than two hundred 
members enrolled within a week and it survived for a 
quarter of a century.

What happened in the decade between the creation of 
these two groups to produce such a different attitude? 
Undoubtedly, it was Sargent's success with the Leicester 
Symphony Orchestra and his ability to attract the 
leading musicians of the day to the town to perform 
with him. He was a glamorous and charismatic 
personality who raised the standard of amateur music 
making to levels unheard of before his arrival at the De 
Montfort Hall. As a consequence, local audiences were 
able to hear artists of the calibre of Artur Rubinstein, 
Alfred Cortot, Guilhermina Suggia, Myra Hess, Artur 
Schnabel and Benno Moisiewitsch. In a decade Sargent 
had transformed Leicester into one of the most 
musically exciting towns in the country and he had 
become a nationally known conductor with a glittering 
career before him.

During that decade, Leicester was gradually becoming 
aware of another gifted and enthusiastic musician who 
had set up a teaching practice in the town. His name

was Victor Thomas. 
«*****»**? Originally from 

Pembroke, Thomas 
was the conductor of 
the City of Leicester 
Male Voice Choir 
and a noted organist. 
He had been 
impressed by 
Sargent's spectacular 
pageant-opera style 
performances of 
Samuel Coleridge- 
Taylor's Hiawatha 
which had taken

MX. VK7OS THOMAS

1 kc Beggar s Opera
;% MJ. GAY)

THE LITTLE THEATRB
mni-X. STSEFT. I KK'KiTCU

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Programme cover for 
The Beggar's Opera 
performed in October 
1930.

London by storm and filled the Royal Albert Hall night 
after night. He was convinced that something similar 
could be done in Leicester, where opera was very 
seldom seen.

In 1930 Thomas had put together a production of The 
Beggar's Opera in the Little Theatre. Good soloists and 
effective staging had ensured its success. The critic in 
the Leicester Evening Mail finished his review by stating 
that "The Beggar's Opera is a show that everyone 
should see" and the headline in the Leicester Mercury 
read "Mr Victor Thomas Scores a Big Success". 
Encouraged by this response, Thomas staged Merrie 
England at the same venue the following year. This too 
produced good audiences and critical acclaim.

Many of the local musicians who had taken part in 
these productions had become keen to see the 
performing of opera continue. Victor Thomas also 
wished to continue but on a bigger scale. He felt that 
the De Montfort hall would provide an ideal setting for 
the staging of large scale pageant style opera 
productions with a cast of hundreds. Recent experience 
had convinced him that there was a large potential 
audience for this type of entertainment.

On Monday llth April 1932 Thomas formed a 
committee to establish a new musical society "for the 
purpose of giving annual choral works, dramatised". It 
was to be known as the Leicester Choral and Dramatic 
Society and committee members included well known 
names of the day such as Karl Russell (financial backer 
of the Leicester Symphony Orchestra), Percy Wykes, 
Frank Harrison, Marjorie Potter, Mrs Victor Thomas 
(who was an accomplished singer) and Arthur 
Goddard. It was agreed that the Society should aim at a 
choral membership of at least two hundred and a ballet 
membership of sixty-five and in view of Sargent's 
outstanding success in London, it was decided that the 
first production should be of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor's 
Hiawatha. It would run for a week and rehearsals, 
(assuming the De Montfort Hall was available in 
October) were to begin as soon as possible. Any profits 
from the venture were to go to the Leicester Royal 
Infirmary Bazaar Fund.

Ten days later the Committee met again and officers 
were appointed. Victor Thomas agreed to accept the 
post of Musical Director on the understanding that he 
selected the artists and chaired committee meetings. 
The De Montfort Hall was available and had been 
booked for the 10th to the 15th October so recruitment 
and rehearsals could begin. Later in the meeting and to 
everyone's surprise it was announced that Mr. T. C. 
Fairbairn, who was the producer of Sargent's Albert
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Hall Hiawatha pageants, had agreed to come to 
Leicester to undertake the same task at the De Montfort 
Hall. This extraordinary coup was an early indication of 
Victor Thomas's pull in high places.

Thomas Fairbairn was a highly respected opera 
producer who had prepared Wagner's epic Ring for an 
English provincial tour before the First World War. It 
was his idea to transform Coleridge-Taylor's setting of 
Longfellow's epic poem, Hiawatha from a three-part 
cantata to an opera spectacular. In fact he had spoken 
to the composer (who was enthusiastic) about his idea 
in 1910 but had to wait another fifteen years to see it 
realised. However, by the time he was approached to 
come to Leicester he had won international renown for 
his dazzling production. Perhaps Sargent (who liked 
and respected Victor Thomas) had influenced 
Fairbairn's decision.

Advertisements for performers were placed in the local 
papers and after an overwhelming response, rehearsals 
quickly got under way. Members paid a ten shilling 
subscription and also either paid for the hire of their 
costumes or made their own. For the ballet corps an age 
limit of twenty-five was imposed. Over two hundred 
singers including some of the county's leading soloists 
enrolled within the first week and the ballet corps soon 
met the target of sixty-five dancers. Victor Thomas agreed 
to underwrite any loss the production might incur.

Meanwhile, other members of the committee set about 
organising the programme design, booking the soloists 
and arranging advertising boards around the city and in 
Coventry, Nottingham, Derby and Birmingham. 
Warner's piano shop in Granby Street dressed its 
window with a Hiawatha display and Midland Red 
buses carried a special advertisement. All this publicity 
must have been effective, as by the first week in 
September, £490 worth of tickets had been sold.

Throughout the summer rehearsals took place on 
several evenings each week. Members built scenery and 
props and many made their own costumes. Victor 
Thomas worked tirelessly with soloists, chorus and 
orchestra and even managed to tempt a real Red Indian 
chief to Leicester to take the part of the Medicine Man. 
The local press helped by explaining what pageant 
opera was and also produced several articles on the 
performers and their preparations. This created an 
atmosphere of anticipation and excitement that helped 
to fire the interest of local concertgoers so that on the 
first night the De Montfort Hall was full and remained 
so for the whole run.

The performance was an overwhelming success. 
Everything went smoothly as local citizens from all 
walks of life were transformed into braves and squaws 
and lost themselves in the world of Longfellow and 
Coleridge-Taylor while Chief Os-Ke-Non-Ton 
provided an exotically authentic touch in his

Chief Os-Ke-Non-Ton 
who played the part of 
the Medicine Man in 
Hiawatha in 1932 and 
1935.

magnificent head dress. At the end, the audience 
cheered and cheered. Harold Williams played 
Hiawatha, Mona Thomas was Minnehaha. They both 
received rapturous critical acclaim, as did the whole 
cast. The local critics described it as a "triumph" and as 
"an undoubted artistic success" the snow and all the 
other effects were "brilliantly brought off. Victor 
Thomas kept "well nigh perfect control".

The critic in the Leicester Evening Mail began his 
review thus: "There were moments in Hiawatha at the 
De Montfort Hall last night, that were so utterly lovely 
that every member of the audience must for ever carry 
in his heart a memory of the triumphant blending of the 
kindred arts of music, drama and dance".

Many people went to see the production more than 
once and the Wednesday evening performance was 
broadcast live from the De Montfort Hall by the BBC 
Midland Region Service. A double page "flashlight 
photograph" of the entire cast on stage at the De 
Montfort Hall was printed in the Mail and copies were 
available for sale.

The venture wasn't just an artistic success; it also made 
nearly £1000 profit - a huge sum for the time. After 
costs were paid, £750 was handed over to the Leicester 
Royal Infirmary at a special ceremony in the Cripples 
Guild in Colton Street. Victor Thomas thanked all 
those involved including "the Leicester press for the 
enormous amount of help it has given". He then 
announced that the Society's next production would be 
of Borodin's Prince Igor.

By the spring of 1933, the Leicester Choral and 
Dramatic Society was well and truly established in the 
city. Even Malcolm Sargent was impressed. Earl Ferrers 
had agreed to become the President and the Patrons 
included The Earl and Countess of Huntingdon, 
Viscountess Wimborne, Lord and Lady Raglan, Lady 
Nutting and Sir Jonathan North. Word had spread 
abroad that here was something really worth 
supporting. Leicester was enjoying its reputation as the 
musical capital of the Midlands.
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If anything, the production of Prince Igor was on an 
even larger scale than Hiawatha. The chorus had 
increased by more than fifty, there were more dancers 
and the orchestra required was much larger. This time 
the original Russian costumes were lent by the 
conductor, Sir Thomas Beecham, but he only had two 
hundred; Victor Thomas needed many more. So out 
came the sewing machines once again. Another leading 
opera producer, Hubert Proctor-Gregg was engaged. 
He had been responsible for the first English 
performance of the work at Covent Garden. He 
prepared the English text and also designed the scenery 
which this time, was professionally made in King's 
Lynn. Arthur Fear played Prince Igor and Mona 
Thomas was Princess Jaroslavna.

Once again, the production was a great artistic success 
with the headline in the Leicester Mercury stating 
"Virile Music in a Setting of Rich Pageantry at the De 
Montfort Hall". The Leicester Illustrated Chronicle's 
critic found the performance "brilliant". There was 
even a review in the Manchester Guardian. There was 
another spectacular photograph in the Mail and a 
double spread in the Chronicle. Financially, the venture 
was less successful as the box office returns were not as 
healthy as they had been in Hiawatha. This was 
remedied the following year however with a production 
of Edward German's Merrie England. The renowned 
Astra Desmond took the part of Queen Elizabeth and 
Cuthbert Reavley played the Earl of Essex. Not 
surprisingly, full houses and rave reviews were the order 
of the day and the now customary spectacular 
photograph was taken.

The Society had established a yearly pattern of small- 
scale spring productions at the Little Theatre, the 
autumn pageant opera at the De Montfort Hall, a 
Christmas fund-raising concert and an annual dinner- 
dance. It was quite something to be part of so 
significant an organisation. Its membership had risen to 
over four hundred.

Hiawatha was repeated in 1935 and the following year
Bizet's Carmen was 
given with Enid 
Cruikshank and 
Tudor Davies in the 
leading roles. The 
Leicester Mercury 
critic found this "a 
thrilling and moving 
spectacle". In 1937 
Cavalleria Rusticana 
and I Pagliacci were 
performed and the 
week's audience 
totalled over fifteen 
thousand, as it did for 
the following year'sMOOT^epf 

mt& mm

Victor Thomas.

Jones by Edward 
German. By now, funds 
permitted the Society to 
give more than £1,000 to 
local charities and to 
endow a child's bed at the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary.

Mendelssohn's Elijah and
a repeat of Tom Jones
were scheduled for 1939
but were cancelled due to
the outbreak of war.
However Elijah was given
the pageant treatment in
1946 and again (with
Owen Brannigan) in 1949.
There was a truly
spectacular Aida in 1947
and Handel's Messiah
drew huge audiences in 1950. There were repeats of
Merrie England and Carmen as well as a production of
Gounod's Faust.

Despite competition from newer societies that had 
taken their inspiration from Victor Thomas, such as the 
Leicester Operatic Players, The Leicester Amateur 
Operatic Society and the Leicester Opera Club, the 
Choral and Dramatic Society continued until 1957 
which was the year of the conductor's seventieth 
birthday. It had lasted for a quarter of a century and 
had set new standards of opera performance not just for 
Leicester but throughout the Midlands. Victor Thomas 
continued to teach and play the organ (he was 
sometime organist and choirmaster at Victoria Road 
Church, Bishop Street Methodist and St. James the 
Greater).

When he died in 1970, the Leicester Mercury described 
Thomas as "Leicester's most prominent musician in the 
last fifty years" and commented that he brought many 
of the great singers of the day to the city. He numbered 
amongst his friends Sir Henry Wood, Sir Malcolm 
Sargent, Sir Adrian Boult and the composer, Roger 
Quilter.

More than thirty years after his death Victor Thomas is 
almost forgotten, which is a pity as he was a man of 
vision and determination whose hard work and 
pioneering spirit gave Leicester something quite unique 
in the Choral and Dramatic Society.

Sources
This article is based partly upon a scrapbook compiled 
by Marjorie Potter who was secretary of the Leicester 
Choral and Dramatic Society from 1930. The 
scrapbook was given to Neil Crutchley by Margaret 
Asher.

production of Tom Reid, Charles Malcolm Sargent, 1968
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It is Good to Talk - the Oral History Archive
HBrovwi

It is just over a year now since the East Midlands Oral 
History Archive (EMOHA) was established, so an 
update on its progress so far might be timely. The 

project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund to establish 
the first large-scale archive of oral history recordings for 
Leicestershire and Rutland, and is a partnership between 
the Centre for Urban History at the University of Leicester 
(where it is based), the Record Office for Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland (ROLLR), and Leicester City 
Museums and Library Services. The project has seven 
staff, three full-time and four part-time, including a 
cataloguer, two outreach staff, an education officer and 
technical officer.

Oral evidence is potentially one of the most valuable 
sources for the study of the 20th and 21st centuries. It 
enables us to access a vast reservoir of knowledge and 
experience which is unavailable to historians of earlier 
periods. It gives a voice to people who have otherwise been 
'hidden from history', and offers a real opportunity to 
involve them in recording and reflecting on their own 
history. The recorded memories of people from all 
backgrounds and levels of society offer insights and 
perspectives that can enhance and sometimes challenge 
more conventional historical sources. Our first aim, 
therefore, is to retrieve as many existing recordings as 
possible, and to make them more accessible through 
newsletters, edited CDs or cassettes, a website, and 
manual and on-line catalogues. In addition to the Record 
Office itself, some of the recordings will also be available 
later in libraries and museums.

Hundreds of existing oral history recordings have already 
been retrieved, and are now being accessioned, copied and 
deposited in the Record Office. They include around 500 
recordings made in the 1980s by the original Leicester 
Oral History Archive; over 130 interviews from the former 
Mantle Oral History Archive at Coalville, and around 200 
from the Community History archive (formerly the 
Leicester Living History Unit) at Leicester City Libraries. 
In addition to these large collections, smaller quantities of 
recordings have also been deposited by individuals and 
local organisations such as historical societies. We expect 
new recordings done during the lifetime of the project to 
bring the final total to over 2000; and to this will also be 
added the sound archive of BBC Radio Leicester, 
amounting to a similar number of tapes of programmes 
covering the whole range of local broadcasting.

An electronic catalogue of the archive is being developed 
with support from the University's Computer Centre and 
the National Sound Archive at the British Library, and will 
soon be available on our website at www.le.ac.uk/emoha. 
The cataloguing is very time-consuming work which will 
continue throughout the life of the project, but the 
accessibility of the recordings will be infinitely improved as 
it progresses.

We have also been experimenting with putting sound on 
the website. Audio versions of our quarterly Newsletters 
are already available there, and extracts from recorded 
interviews will shortly be added in a new section on the 
local hosiery industry. Feedback from users of the site has 
been very positive, but we are constantly updating and 
adding to it to encourage more 'visits'. A great deal of 
effort has gone into ensuring that both the website and 
other EMOHA services are as accessible as possible to 
disabled people and others with special needs.

We are also promoting oral history to schools and adult 
learners, both through educational resources, termly 
bulletins, and pilot projects which may provide models for 
future activities. For instance, with support from 
EMOHA, adults on a local history course at Shaftesbury 
Junior School in Leicester are being interviewed by 
children from the school as part of their National 
Curriculum History work, with the aim of producing a 
joint history of the West End of Leicester. Funding from 
Leicester Adult Education College's 'LiveAge' project is 
also enabling us to conduct a small number of interviews 
with Asian elders in Gujarati, their first language, and to 
explore related issues around transcription and translation 
- as well as encouraging the interviewees to become 
informal 'educators' in their own right. In May, we will be 
launching a CD of edited memories of toys and games, 
with supporting materials, for primary schools, and this 
will also go on sale to the general public.

Well over 1000 people have already attended talks and 
training workshops provided by EMOHA, ranging from 
community groups to local historical and heritage societies, 
museums and students, both in Leicestershire & Rutland 
and in other areas of the East Midlands. By providing 
practical training in oral history techniques, we aim to 
equip others with the confidence and the skills to do their 
own interviewing, and to generate additional material 
which in due course will be added to our own or other 
archives in the region. This is in addition to the new 
interviews being carried out by EMOHA staff themselves, 
mainly around the themes of work, leisure, migration, and 
'significant' events of the 20th century.

Things that sound simple enough in a Lottery bid are 
often more complex in practice, and we've encountered 
not a few 'challenges' in the course of this first year. 
Nevertheless, progress has been good, and our enthusiasm 
and commitment to the project remain undimmed. Keep 
in touch with developments through the website - or send 
us a letter or email if you'd like to be added to our mailing 
list for regular editions of the (free) Newsletter and other 
updates, to: EMOHA, Centre for Urban History, 
University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, LEI 
7RH, tel. 0116 252 5065. Email emoha@le.ac.uk.
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William

The research into William Green's Leicestershire background 
was prompted by an appeal by Mel Siddons, broadcast on 
BBC Radio Leicester, for information about William's burial 
place and any details about his wife's background

William Green was the son of John and Elizabeth Green 
who arrived in Lutterworth with a Certificate of 
Settlement from Welford, Northamptonshire, in 1783. 
William was born on 7th June 1784 and, whilst later 
happenings indicate that the family was non-conformist, 
his baptism into the Church of England took place 
privately two days later. This suggests 
that William was a frail child, possibly 
in danger of dying. In cases of that sort 
the clergyman would be called on to 
conduct a private ceremony at home, 
followed by a reception into the 
Church at a later date. John and 
Elizabeth Green turned to Lutterworth 
Independent Church for the baptisms 
of their other children.

In June 1803, William Green, aged just 
19 years, enlisted in the Leicestershire 
Militia. On 18th April 1805, whilst 
serving at Canterbury, he joined the 
'Old 95th' or Rifle Brigade. William's 
first two sorties overseas were 
unremarkable.

His first expedition, in November 
1805, was as part of a contingent of | 
20,000 British troops under the 
command of General Donn, sent to 
check the French in Low Germany.

surrendered on 5 September and as William sailed back 
to England he felt very sad about the ruinous plight that 
Denmark was in.

On his return to England, William took part in the 
expedition to Portugal. He sailed from Spithead on 
24th May 1808 en route to Lisbon; severe weather held 
the ship up and delayed the troops' arrival at Vimeiro 
until 28th August. The battle was over and the regiment 
had to march over the battlefield where many English, 
Portuguese and French lay unburied. After concluding 

__________ an armistice, Sir John Moore led his 
forces into Spain where they lay 
quartered in convents in the villages 
around Salamanca from 13th 
November until 12th December.
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The laying down of arms by 50,000 
Spanish troops gave the French the 
upper hand and forced the British 
under General Sir John Moore to 
retreat to Corunna. The retreat 
commenced on 23rd December 1808. 
There had been heavy snowfall and the 
troops had no tents; a blanket had 
been served out to each man. Bullocks 
were driven before the men, but the 
meat was tough and the available 
cooking time short, so the best they 
could count on was a sort of insipid 
soup. Eventually, the Colonel gave 
orders to throw away knapsacks and 
keep either the greatcoat or blanket 
whichever they chose. William Green 
said of this time 'We had to carry 50

This was known as the Coffee Recently erected tombstone in Welford rounds of ban cartridge, 30 loose balls
Expedition because there was no Road Cemetery, Leicester. m our wdst ^^ a flask and hom of
fighting. The Rifles returned to England in the spring of
1806. William's company was then ordered to march to
Harwich to embark on an expedition to Sweden under
the command of Sir John Moore, this time to assist the
Swedes against the Prussians. Here again there was no
fighting and, after being anchored for six weeks in
Gothenburg harbour, the Rifles were sent back to
England.

William's next trip was in 1807, when the Rifles left 
England for Copenhagen under the command of Lord 
Cathcart. They arrived in Copenhagen on 16 August in 
time to take part in the capture of the city. Whilst in 
Copenhagen the British troops were quartered at the 
King of Denmark's Country Palace. The fine food and 
wine served to the men and the luxurious surroundings 
impressed the Lutterworth soldier. The garrison

powder, and rifle and sword, the two weighing fourteen 
pounds. Those who could use tobacco held out the 
best. I was one of that number.' Each bridge the 
troops crossed was blown up to impede the enemy. 
With all their encumbrances the British were only 
moving about 2 miles per hour. During the retreat, the 
soldiers passed a cart laden with English stores 
including boots and shoes, which were distributed 
among the troops. After four miles marching the sole 
had dropped off one boot that William Green was 
wearing. He lost the other sole three miles further on. 
No wax or hemp had been used in their manufacture. 
They had not been made in the Leicestershire tradition. 
It was the general view that whoever had sold the boots 
to the Army ought to have been tried by Court Martial 
and been rewarded with a good flogging by cat-o'-nine 
tails. William would cheerfully have administered 200
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lashes. They eventually arrived at Corunna on 12th 
January 1809.

Sir John Moore fell during the Battle of Corunna on 
16th January 1809. The English were overpowered and 
began to march through the town to the waiting 
warships. Throughout the night, exhausted soldiers 
moved through Corunna, still in good order but with 
uniforms in tatters, covered with blood and filth and 
with gaunt hollow faces. Citizens in the streets made the 
sign of the cross as the soldiers passed through the 
flickering patches of lamplight because they looked so 
terrible. Just after dawn the following day Sir John 
Moore was buried near the landward bastion of 
Corunna Citadel, his body wrapped merely in his 
General's dirty military cloak. That day the regiment 
sailed for England.

The troops arrived at Spithead on 3rd February 1809 
and marched to Hilsea Barracks, three miles from 
Portsmouth. William Green recalled that they were so 
filthy with vermin that they were not fit to sleep in a 
decent bed. All their clothing, and the livestock it 
contained, was burnt in the Barrack Square.

After a brief period at the Brigade Headquarters at 
Hythe Barracks the men of the Rifle Brigade, 
supplemented by a new intake from the militia, sailed 
from Dover on 24th May 1809 for Lisbon. From 
Lisbon they went on to Talavera under Lord 
Wellington, where, again, they arrived too late for the 
battle. The carnage affected the newcomers badly. 
William Green found a letter belonging to one of the 
casualties. The letter came from the man's wife in 
Ireland who, it appeared had three children. William 
kept the letter and eventually wrote to her to let her 
know her husband's fate.

Retreating before Marshal Soult, provisions were very 
deficient. The men boiled up acorns in camp kettles - 
they tasted something like potato. They carried sheaves 
of wheat, which they thrashed with a ramrod and mixed 
with water. Instead of bread the men were served with a 
little flour, which they made into small balls and boiled, 
calling them dough-boys. At Mirabete on 20th 
September 1809, another Lutterworth lad spoke to 
William Green. 'Bill' said the lad 'I think we shall be on 
this Dough-boy Hill till we all die of want'. William 
Green's response was 'I think so too; it is Lutterworth 
Feast today (the first Friday after 16th September), our 
friends will be eating plum pudding and roast beef.

By the time they arrived in Portugal about 5,000 
soldiers were in Elvas Hospital, fever was raging and the 
hospital was soon full. Most of the casualties died there. 
They then went on to Campo Mayo, about 12 miles 
from Badajoz. One young man, a native of Hinckley, 
named John Moore, fell ill with fever and was taken to 
the dead house, laid on a plank with his feet tied 
together. He was to have been buried the same night.

The sentinel on guard hearing a noise discovered that 
the poor man had fallen off the plank and was trying to 
get the string off his feet. He recovered and fought on.

On 27th September 1810 came the Battle of Busaco. 
There was heavy fighting and thousands of the enemy 
deserted and came over to the British as prisoners of 
war. The enemy suffered 8,000 deaths in this 
encounter. Executions for desertion were numerous and 
so the Rifles rubbed along, some sinking under lack of 
the basic necessities of life and others falling in 
skirmishes. William Green having survived several 
skirmishes, had learned to play the bugle and been 
made a bugler.

On 20th January 1812, Cuidad Rodrigo was taken by 
storm. Then it was on to Badajoz. 5,000 British and 
2,000 Portuguese soldiers lost their lives. The provision 
ration was half a pound of bread and a gill of rum for 
each man. On 6th April 1812, during the storming of 
Badajoz, William Green was badly wounded, with one 
ball in his groin and another through his left wrist. Even 
so, hearing his Bugle Major sound the advance and the 
double-quick, William rolled on his back and repeated 
the sound; that was the last time he blew a bugle. He 
spent four days being looked after in the field before 
being put into a cart drawn by oxen and taken to a 
convent at Elvas. This was the first time he had laid on 
a bed since 24th May 1809. On 17th July he set sail 
from Lisbon for home, arriving at Portsmouth on 3rd 
August 1812. Twenty-nine pieces of bone of varying 
sizes had been taken from his arm.

After a three-week spell in Haslar Hospital, he went to 
barracks on the Isle of Wight for a further three weeks. 
Those soldiers who could march then sailed to 
Southampton and marched to Chelsea arriving during 
September. On 9th December 1812, William Green 
was pensioned off, receiving a pension of 9d per day. As 
his share of the prize money for the capture of 
Copenhagen he received £3 16s 2d. Altogether William 
Green had taken part in 27 battles, three in Denmark 
and twenty-four in Spain and Portugal.

Shortly before writing his memoirs in the mid 1850s, 
William Green met a former comrade who was taken 
prisoner by the French at Almeid on 28th August 1810. 
French Hussars had administered blows, which cut out 
his left eye and cut into the thick part of his thigh. His 
name was Joseph Tomlinson, who lived at Hinckley. 
Joseph had gone on to fight at Waterloo.

William decided to return to Lutterworth, his first visit 
for five years. A couple of miles before the end of his 
journey he called at a public house for some 
refreshment. There he saw someone he knew but who 
had not recognised him because he was in uniform. 
They continued the journey together and went into 
another public house at Lutterworth. William knew all 
the nine or ten people in the room but, again, they
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hadn't recognised him. They enquired after several 
Lutterworth men in the regiment and after William 
himself. He said that yes he saw 'him' in London two 
days previously and he had a message for his father. 
Someone fetched John Green who took his son home to 
resume his life in Lutterworth.

His wounds having healed William lost little time in 
finding himself a bride. He married Elizabeth Laughton 
at Lutterworth on 27th September 1813. William's 
brother, Thomas had married Elizabeth's sister, Mary 
Ann Laughton on 23rd November 1812.

The records show William and Elizabeth as having five 
children, Mary Ann born in 1814; William born in 
1816; Elizabeth bom in 1819; John born in 1821 and 
Charlotte born in 1826. William was a religious man 
and was obviously happily married. In his book, he said 
that having 'laid by tippling' he was comfortable in his 
circumstances.

All was not plain sailing for William and Elizabeth, 
trade was bad and wages low and, notwithstanding 
William's record in the Army, the Overseers at 
Lutterworth, fell back on his father's Settlement at 
Welford and issued a Removal Order for "William 
Green, Elizabeth his wife and their children, Mary Ann 
aged 4 and William age 3", to be removed from 
Lutterworth to Welford. The Order was dated 24th 
April 1819. In the event, the Order was suspended due 
to Elizabeth 'being far advanced in pregnancy', but on 
Saturday 5th June 1819 a local doctor certified that 
'The wife of William Green can be removed to Welford 
in a chaise without danger'. The Parish of Welford was 
also asked to re-pay to Lutterworth the 13 shillings that 
William had received in poor relief since the Removal 
Order was executed.

The unveiling of the tombstone to William Green and 
members of his family on April 2002 (Leicester Mercury).

Good fortune smiled on William later in 1819 when he 
was undergoing an examination at Newark to establish 
whether he continued to be unfit for service. A chance 
encounter with an old comrade resulted in him applying 
for and being awarded £15 blood money from the 
Royal Patriot Fund for his wounds, which were 
considered equal to the loss of a limb. William found 
this money very acceptable, having a wife and, by then, 
three children to support. We cannot be sure precisely 
when he returned to Lutterworth from Welford after his 
Removal as it isn't documented, but he obviously did. 
The £15 blood money could have been a major factor.

Some significant events:
  William's brother Thomas was buried at 

Lutterworth on 3rd May 1823. Thomas's 
orphaned children suffered the same indignity of 
being removed from the Parish.

  William's mother, Elizabeth, was buried at 
Lutterworth on 29th January 1832 aged 76.

  His father John was buried on 24th April 1833 
aged 81.

  On llth November 1833, William's eldest 
daughter, Mary Ann, then aged 19, married a 
21 year-old farmer from Bitteswell. His name was 
William Wormleighton. The marriage took place 
by licence and with William Green's consent.

  On 18th August 1846, William's son, William 
married Ann Carvell, a widow, whose father's 
name was James Green (No relation as far as I can 
tell).

  William's wife Elizabeth was buried at Lutterworth 
on 10th October 1848.

  Daughter Elizabeth was buried aged 29 on 28th 
March 1849.

In 1849, William Green was awarded the Military 
General Service Medal 1793-1814. The medal had four 
clasps representing Corunna; Busaco; Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Badajoz. At the same time William's pension was 
increased to 9d per day for forty years.
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The 1851 census finds William at Bakehouse Lane 
Lutterworth described as a widower and pensioner 
('Artillyman').

When the Duke of Wellington died in September 1852. 
Colonel Shirley, late of the 7th Hussars, who lived in 
Lutterworth, paid William's expenses to London and 
back to attend the Duke's funeral. Whilst in London, 
William visited Chelsea Hospital where Colonel 
Barnard who was wounded the same night as William at 
the storming of Badajoz was now Lieutenant Governor. 
William wrote to him and in January 1853 his pension 
was increased to I/- per day for life.

In the meantime Alice Cheney who had married 
William Pebody at South Kilworth in 1823 was 
widowed in December 1849. In 1851, she was living at 
South Kilworth with her two youngest children Ruth 
aged 13 and Maria aged 10 and was described as a 
pauper. Another of her children Elizabeth (Betsy) was 
in service in Leicester. She died at Leicester Infirmary 
and was the first of the family to be buried in Plot UL23 
at Welford Road Cemetery on 14th December 1851.

Alice Pebody married William Green at the Baptist 
Church, Rugby, Warwickshire, on 22rd June 1853 and 
they lived together in Alice's cottage in South Kilworth 
for several years.

In 1857, The Rector of South Kilworth wrote on 
William Green's behalf to the Prince Consort 
presumably (although we don't have confirmation) 
enclosing a copy of William's memoirs. The Prince 
Consort enclosed with his response £5 to be given to 
'this evidently deserving old soldier'. A copy was sent to 
the Prince of Wales through the then Mayor of 
Leicester. The Prince's secretary responded and sent a 
cheque for £3. A copy of William's memoirs was also 
sent to the Duke of Cambridge who sent £1. William 
then wrote to Miss Julia Moore, niece of Sir John 
Moore who had died at Corunna. Miss Moore's father, 
Sir John's brother, had attended to William's wounds 
on his return to Portsmouth from Badajoz. Miss Moore 
in her reply said that she had read William's account of 
his travels with great interest and sent her 'best wishes'. 
Julia Moore failed to take the hint about money!

William and Alice were still living in Alice's cottage at 
South Kilworth at the 1861 census. William was 
described as a 76-year-old Chelsea Pensioner. By 1871 
they had moved to Leicester, along with Alice's 
daughter Maria, to live at 15 Calais Street, near to 
another of Alice's daughters, Ruth Stephens. Three of 
Ruth Stephens's children and her husband Thomas 
Joseph Slackross Stephens are buried in Plot UL23 at 
Welford Road, Cemetery.

In 1877 William Green was a special guest at a Banquet 
to honour Leicester and Leicestershire Veterans held at 
Leicester Corn Exchange on Inkerman Day, 5th

November. Funding for the banquet was provided by 
subscriptions from The Prince of Wales, the Duke of 
Cambridge, and the Duke of Rutland as well as many 
Leicester and Leicestershire people of note. The 
veterans assembled at The Magazine Barracks, and then 
marched to the Corn Exchange where two bucks and a 
bountiful supply of game and joints had been done to a 
turn. Sixty-six plum puddings were dragged from the 
mighty cauldron presented to Trinity Hospital by John 
o' Gaunt. A Mr Crofts of Cosby, the oldest naval 
veteran aged 80 and William Green now aged 93 were 
carried shoulder high to respond to the toast for their 
respective branches of the service.

William Green died of old age on Thursday 27th 
January 1881. There had been very heavy snowfall and 
the ground was frozen on the day of his funeral. He was 
buried with Military Honours in Plot UL23 at Welford 
Road Cemetery, Wednesday, 2nd February 1881. His 
wife outlived him by a year and a week; she was buried 
with William at Welford Road on 11th February 1882.
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The Central LendiripH^yBelvoir Street

The building on the corner of Belvoir Street and 
Wellington Street in Leicester, now housing the 
central lending library, was originally 

commissioned by the Leicester Radical party as a meeting 
room. It was designed by local architect William Flint in 
1831, and was his first major public work. Its fa?ade still 
closely resembles the original design with later 
modifications being carried out sympathetically. Built in 
brick, it was rendered with stucco, a finish favoured by 
Flint and used extensively in his work. The building was 
designed in the Greek classical style, with a plain almost 
severe facade, possibly reflecting the limited funds 
available to him for the project. The stuccoed front 
exterior is divided into three by giant Doric pilasters, 
paired at the corners. There is a parapet, a wide frieze 
and a moulded cornice. The central double door sits in a 
projecting rectangular case with a plain frieze, dentil 
cornice and central acroterion ornament. The two 
windows flanking the entrance have shouldered moulded 
architraves with small cornices. There are three moulded 
rectangular stucco panels with relief by William Pits 
above the doorways and windows.

The section facing Belvoir Street was always two storeys 
high but returned to Wellington Street for one bay only. 
The original single storey wall had six windows built to 
the same design as those on the front but set at a higher 
level. The side entrance was similar to the front and 
crowned by a large gas lantern. Major refurbishment took 
place during the 1930s with a new entrance and porch 
being added to the front, while the original doorway on 
Wellington Street was made smaller and its lamp 
removed. An extra window replicating the original was 
inserted above the new doorway, the original windows 
moved up alongside it and a 
second set of windows was added 
at a lower level. The new windows 
and doorway were set into plain 
architraves with a double keystone 
feature, while the original 
openings into the basement were 
bricked up and plastered over. 
The railings designed and used by 
Flint were adapted and 
incorporated into the new design.

The building sandwiched between 
the former Baptist Chapel 
(designed by Joseph Hansom and 
referred to as the 'pork pie 
chapel') and the meeting room 
was incorporated into the library

The original 1832 exterior designed 
by William Flint.

in the 1960s. Built in the mid-nineteenth century and 
variously used as a cinema, a piano shop and the local 
Civil Defence headquarters, it has a curved stuccoed 
front, a medallion cornice, and a parapet. The upper 
storey has four sash windows with glazing bars, and 
segmental pediments on console brackets. Between the 
two central window, a stucco torch sits on top of a shelf 
set on decorated console brackets. They in turn are 
flanked on either side by a cartouche. Large curved 
display windows, set into the fascia and cornice of the 
original building dominate the ground floor. Major 
refurbishment in the mid 1980s saw a 'Hollywood' style 
mirrored entrance added along with new stairs and a 
lift. Internal access to the basement and other 
departments was created; transforming what was left of 
the original building designed by William Flint.

The interior bears little resemblance to the original 
meeting hall, with many of the original features being 
lost during its numerous renovations. Georgian 
architects often included Greek classical features into 
their interior designs and Flint was no exception. He 
used Greek Doric pilasters and capitals to support the 
entablature at the top of the wall in the main ground 
floor room. His honeysuckle motif is clearly visible 
between the Doric pilasters at the far end of the room 
in a photograph which shows the main lecture hall laid 
out ready for a corn sale c. 1934. The original ceiling 
roses and decorative plasterwork shown in the same 
picture would disappear when skylights were added 
during the 1935 renovations. The entablature along 
with its supporting pilasters, is now enclosed by custom 
made wooden bookcases with the top of the pilasters 
still visible above. During the same period, two of the
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1905 -1935. The desks are combined writing desks and 
sampling trays set out ready for a corn sale.

existing end windows were blocked and the gallery, 
which has a simple iron balustrade and classical cornice 
running along beneath it, was added. The stairs down to 
the basement were added in the 1980s when the last 
major refurbishment and building work took place.

Fifty-four Belvoir Street started life in 1831 as a meeting 
hall for the Leicester Radical party. The Radical party in 
Leicester had been gaining influence under the 
leadership of William Higgs, but were unable to meet, 
restricted by the lack of public meeting halls in the city. 
The Corporation would not let them meet in the Town 
Hall in Guildhall Lane, so they decided to commission 
their own meeting rooms outside the control of the 
Mayor and Corporation. They appointed William Flint 
as their architect and the necessary monies were raised 
through private subscription. A total of £3,100 was 
raised. Of the 107 shares, John Biggs bought twenty-five, 
whilst other industrialist shareholders included Corah 
and Fielding, names synonymous with the economic and 
political life of Leicester in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 1

William Flint had just completed his first major 
commission, the New Baptist Chapel on Charles Street, 
described by Pevsner in his volume on Leicestershire 
and Rutland as having 'a very attractive front, mildly 
Grecian with its two recessed Greek Doric columns on 
the ground floor and its honeysuckle frieze above the five 
arched upper windows, set back, behind a small garden 
and enclosed by cast iron railings' 2 . The meeting rooms 
however would be his first attempt at a major public 
building and the 'Green rooms' as they were known 
locally (after the party colours) opened in 1831. Built to

7935. The lending library returned to the Belvoir Street 
building.
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a very simple Greek classical design, it 
reflected the modest amount of money at 
Flint's disposal. But it also demonstrated 
Flint's preference for simple well- 
proportioned buildings, combining the 
use of the most up-to-date building 
materials available with high quality 
finishing.

It was only used as a meeting room for 
three years before William Flint was 
called in again to change it into a concert 
hall. It became known locally as 'The 
New Hall', Franz Liszt gave a recital 
here in 1840. The Leicester Mechanics 
Institute opened a library and reading 
room in the upper rooms in 1833, this 
was extended to both floors in 1848, but 
no major refurbishment was involved. 
The Leicester Literary and Philosophical 
Society met in the 'New Hall' until 
1848, the society's collection of artefacts 

were also displayed there until they were transferred to 
the new museum on New Walk in 1847. In 1864, 
following declining numbers of subscribers to the 
Institute, the building became the Wellington Dining 
Hall, a working-class dining room, while the basement 
became a wine cellar, and the library was once again 
confined to the upper floor. The Mechanics Institute 
continued to meet there until 1869 when the 
Corporation purchased the hall and the Institute's 
library. The Corporation had received £5,400 
compensation from the Midland Railway Company for 
land and damage to property. 'New Hall' was purchased 
out of those receipts for £3,800. 3
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The new Free Library and Reading Room was opened 
on the 10th April 1871, after major reconstruction and 
refurbishment had been carried out. New wooden 
bookshelves rising from floor to ceiling had been added 
and were accessed by long ladders over 20 feet long. 
Several accidents and one fatality were recorded 
amongst library staff, there was no public access to the 
book stock. The free library stayed in this building until 
1905 when a new purpose-built building, funded by 
£12,000 from the Scottish-American philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie, opened in Bishop Street. The new 
building was designed by Edward Burgess to harmonise 
with its municipal neighbour the new Town Hall. The 
Belvoir Street building was let to Brown & Son, 
Auctioneers and used as a corn sale room. Pollard & Co. 
ale bottlers also used the building at this time.

The City Council continued to provide library services 
from Bishop Street. Open access to the shelves by the 
public was allowed in the Reference Department in 
1908, then to the 'serious side' of the Lending 
Department in 1913. The general public were only 
allowed free access to novels in 1922! In 1935, due to 
lack of space in the Bishop Street building, the reference 
and lending functions of the central libraries were split. 
The lending library returned to the Belvoir Street site 
after major refurbishment work had been carried out at a 
cost of £8,000. At this time the gallery was inserted, new 
bookshelves were fitted and a new entrance porch was 
added. The next major set of alterations was in 1963 
when the Goldsmith Music Library moved from its 
original home in the reference library into the building 
sandwiched between the lending library and the Baptist 
Chapel and an underground passage was opened to 
connect the two libraries.

Local government re-organisation in 1974 saw the
County and City library services amalgamated and by
the 1980s space was again
at a premium and another
major refurbishment of
the building took place. A
new mirrored entrance
was built in the section
which had been the music
library (the Goldsmith
Library moved into
Phoenix House). New
stairs allowed internal
access between the
ground floor and the
basement, and the two
buildings were linked on
three floors, lifts were
installed and new offices
and staff working areas
created.

The layout of Flint's 
meeting rooms had been

totally transformed and apart from a few architectural 
details little remains of the original interior.
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The Reverenc F.S.A.

D espite the fact that he merited inclusion in the 
Dictionary of National Biography and was one of 
the greatest contributors to the activities of the 

newly formed Leicestershire Architectural and 
Archaeological Society (now the Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society), the Reverend 
John Harwood Hill was not mentioned in the 
anonymous essay written and published to mark the 
centenary of the Society. l There were several possible 
reasons for this strange omission. In the first place, Hill 
was not a founder member. The Society was formed at 
a meeting on 10th January 1855;2 Hill was not elected 
to membership until 30th June 1856. 3 Moreover, the 
Society was inaugurated mainly to promote the 'study 
of ecclesiastical architecture', the chief impulse being ' 
the study of Gothic architecture that is associated with 
the Oxford Movement'.4 Because of this, T. K. Bonney, 
the archdeacon of Leicester, was the initial chairman, 
and the Society's leadership was mainly from the ranks 
of the gentry and the clergy. All the rural deans were 
elected to the committee ex-officio, and they 'dominated 
and inspired the greater part of the work that the 
Society undertook'. 5 As a relative newcomer who was 
not known to be associated with Tractarianism and who 
was low in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, Hill took some 
time to establish himself within the Society. However, 
he was elected to the committee two years after 
becoming a member, and was to be one of the most 
important contributors to the development of the 
Society.

Born in Louth, Lincolnshire, in 1809, Hill was the son 
of Robert Hill of Lincoln and Leamington. Robert, who

• •••"• -."••*'••
..~fy.-+- , • . . vO*-,-~,

< ~. *fMi'\ ^«

was presumably a substantial landowner, was wealthy 
enough to send his son to Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge, where he matriculated in 1830 and 
graduated in 1834. Subsequently he was ordained 
deacon in the diocese of Carlisle and, a year later, priest 
in the diocese of Peterborough. For a short time in 
1835 he was curate at Corby, but was soon lured to 
nearby Deene Hall, where he became the Librarian to 
the Earl of Cardigan for two years, an experience that 
must have whetted his appetite for the study of 
antiquaries, at which he excelled.

In 1837 the living at Cranoe became vacant, and since 
Lord Cardigan was lord of the manor, owner of all the 
land in the village and patron of the living, Hill was 
preferred as the rector. He was to remain at Cranoe for 
the rest of his life. Situated 'on a gentle slope on the 
north side of the Vale of the Welland' the village was, if 
not idyllic, certainly very pleasant. 6 By 1841 Hill was 
also vicar of Welham, on the north bank of the river 
Welham, whose patron was the Lord Chancellor. 7 
Across the vale, as Norman Pye says, there were 'the 
good fattening pastures of south-east Leicestershire; the 
combination of little arable land, extensive areas of 
grassland', the result of de-population in the later 
middle-ages, which had produced 'a quality of 
emptiness that is sensed in parts of east Leicestershire'. 8

Both of Hill's parishes were very small. There were less 
than 250 people altogether. Moreover, the numbers 
continued to diminish throughout his ministry. Cranoe 
had 137 people in 1841, but only 121 in 1871. 
Welham similarly had 121 in 1841, but only 73 in 

1871. 9 Consequently, few ecclesiastical 
changes, apart from the reconstruction of 
church buildings occurred. At Cranoe 
evensong was held at 6.30 p.m., while matins 
was read at 11 a.m. or 2.30 p.m. on alternate 
Sundays at each church. By 1883 all the town 
churches and many of the village churches in 
Leicestershire held eucharistic services at least 
monthly or even weekly, but at Cranoe and 
Welham, Hill, the non-Tractarian incumbent, 
continued to celebrate only quarterly, as his 
predecessors had done in the eighteenth
century. 10

On the other hand, until the late nineteenth- 
century agricultural depression, Hill's parishes 
were fairly prosperous livings. Cranoe was 
valued at £181 in 1831; by 1877 the clerical 
income had risen to £300. Similarly Welham, 
which had clerical income in 1831 of £98, was

Hill's illustration of Cranoe Church.
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worth £240 in 1877. The average income 
of Leicestershire clergy in 1877 was £370, 
with a median income of £300, so that Hill 
was among the 43 per cent of clergy with 
incomes between £300 and £599. n

This left Hill with little clerical work and a 
reasonable income, although he had to 
spend a considerable sum in rebuilding the 
rectory in 1838, to house his growing 
family. 12 There were two children by that 
time. By 1851 there were seven offspring, 
and he and his wife employed three live-in 
servants. 13

From time to time the church buildings
gave cause for concern. There was a
thunder storm that caused the Cranoe
church to collapse, and Hill had to spend
much time and energy in ensuring that it
was rebuilt in 1849. 14 Three of the stained
glass windows were made by his artist son,
Frederick. 15 Restoration work at Welham also
demanded his attention. 16 In addition, he planned and
supervised the rebuilding in brick of the church at Tur
Langton.

There was, however, much time left over to spend on 
his antiquarian hobby, which Hill pursued with much 
vigour and skill. While at Deene Hall he had complied a 
'black-letter' catalogue of the library 'with pen-and-ink 
etchings of his own'. Thereafter most of his writings 
were illustrated with his own skilfully executed etchings.

At the time of Hill's election to the infant Society he 
was engaged in the preparation of a two-volume 
publication, The Chronicle of the Christian Ages. 
Dedicated to Charles Noel, Earl of Gainsborough, who 
headed an impressive list of subscribers, it was 
published at Uppingham in 1859. It consisted of a 
'record of events - ecclesiastical, civil and military, 
comprehending every remarkable occurrence from the 
year 1 to the end of the year 1858, with tables of 
contemporary sovereigns, lists of the Prelates of the 
Church of England, men of learning, genius, statesmen, 
warriors, etc'. 17 It gave the kind of information that 
would be available in later publications like Whittaker's 
Almanac, and must have taken several years of 
painstaking work for one man to produce. It certainly 
underlined his growing authority within the Society.

Subsequently, Hill produced several publications 
remarkable for their depth of information and the 
quality of the etchings. There was the History of 
Langton, Family of Langton, Archdeacons of Leicester, 
Bishops of Peterborough and the History of Market 
Harborough. The latter, which appeared in 1875, was 
dedicated to the Duke of Rutland, who appeared as one 
of a list of subscribers headed by Queen Victoria. Also 
including the history of several parishes in the Gartree

Hill's illustration of Welham Church.

Hundred, the work was a detailed account of 'the lords 
of the Manor and their Pedigrees, and a list of the 
Patrons and Rectors of each living'. 18 It had taken many 
years to produce; according to Hill this was 'partly 
owing to the time required in making the etchings done 
by myself, partly for want of a sufficient number of 
subscribers'.

Within the Society Hill was clearly a 'livewire', helping 
to determine the nature of the organisation as it 
proceeded in its early years. As we have seen, he was 
not unusual in being a clergy member. A list of the 
committee in 1863 shows that besides the rural deans, 
there were five other clergymen among the 
membership. He was, however, the most energetic. 
Early meetings of the Society were in part devoted to 
the exhibiting of artefacts. During 1859 Hill exhibited 
some Roman coins which had been found near the 
manor house at Medbourne. At the next meeting he 
produced 'a very large shoeing horn, said to have been 
that of the Abbot of Glastonbury'. At the end of the 
year he presented extracts from the diary of Humphrey 
Michell, who had been rector of Blaston St. Giles 
between 1707 and 1711. This was followed up on 27 
February 1860 by his exhibition of 'a pedigree .... Of 
Sir William Burton, of Stockerston, which had been 
drawn up by Humphrey Michell, one of his 
descendants". Later in the same year he exhibited 
rubbings of a brass effigy of Sir John Wantyng of 
Wimbush. At yet another meeting he 'laid upon the 
table a quantity of rude masses of baked clay, which he 
supposed to be Roman handbricks'. Exhibitions like 
these continued long after Hill's death and were an 
important feature of the bi-monthly meetings of the 
Society.
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Hill also presented erudite papers to the Society. In
1859 he read his first paper, about a window in Lincoln 
Cathedral. On 31st March 1862 he presented 'The 
Family Langton. 'Nosely' was the subject on 28 
September 1863. On 28th November 1864 he read a 
paper on 'Bathurst of Holthorpe, in the Parish of 
Theddingworth, Leicestershire'. There were many 
others, on 'The Bassett Family', The Archdeacons of 
Leicester', 'The Bishopric of Peterborough and its 
Prelates', 'The Prebendaries of St. Margaret, Leicester', 
'Church Langton Church and its Founders', 'Campden 
House', and 'The Halfords of Welham'. He and 
Vincent Wing, who had twelve papers published in 
Transactions between 1856 and 1872, were the most 
prolific presenters of papers in the early years of the 
Society's existence. 19

Hill also chaired many of the bi-monthly meetings from
1860 onward. In addition he was largely responsible for 
the organisation of the summer meetings, which always 
took place in conjunction with an excursion. To 
facilitate these excursions there were local secretaries in 
key areas of the county, Hill himself being local 
secretary for the Market Harborough area. On 26th 
September 1861 Hill chaired a meeting in Lutterworth. 
The following morning there was an excursion to 
various churches in the area. The report in Transactions 
notes that 'two coaches, with four horses in each, and 
several other vehicles were at the door of the Denbigh 
Arms Hotel, to convey the members and their friends to 
various places'. It is noteworthy that, whereas the 
earliest meetings had a variety of chairmen, once Hill 
had begun serving as a chairman the task was regularly 
exercised by him. Perhaps this was a recognition of his 
skill and enthusiasm.

Despite all his activities Hill was very much a family 
man. At the 1851 census, he and Maria Ann, then aged 
36 years, had five sons and two daughters, ranging in 
age from sixteen to two years. At least one of the sons 
died at a very early age. Albeit Edward Hill, aged four 
years in 1851, had a stained-glass window installed in 
his memory in 1870 at the church in Welham.

Just as Hill was preparing his History of Market 
Harborough for publication he was hit by two family 
deaths. In the preface he refers to the 'irreparable loss, 
which I sustained when the first sheets of this Book 
went to press, which doubly increased last month by the 
sudden death of a talented son, who fell a victim to 
erysipelas, whilst carrying out his arduous duties in the 
Hospitals'. Maria Ann, his wife, died in October 1874, 
aged 59 years. His son, John Daniel Hill, M.D., 
F.R.C.S., staff surgeon to the Royal Free and the Royal 
Orthopaedic Hospitals and honorary surgeon to the 1st 
Middlesex Artillery Regiment, died, aged 37 years, on 
14th April 1875.20 Hill was consoled, however, by the 
fact that another of his sons, Frederick Roberts Hill, 
had been elected to membership of the Society on 25 
May 1863 at the age of 21 years.

There can be little doubt that Hill's antiquarian 
achievements were gained at some cost to his career and 
his personal finances. Apart from becoming a Surrogate 
to the Bishop of Peterborough for the issue of marriage 
licences there was no other Church of England 
recognition or preferment. Near the end of his life he 
experienced the early years of agricultural depression, 
which had begun to reduce his income. By 1899 his 
successor at Cranoe was receiving an income of only 
£218. 21 Probably the bringing up of his family as well as 
the costs of his publications that were not covered by 
subscription, reduced his capital. By the time of his 
death in 1886 his personal estate was stated to be 
£3,016 5s 7d gross. When his debts had been paid, 
however, this had been reduced to £1,833 3s lOd, all of 
which was bequeathed to his second wife, Sarah. There 
was nothing left over to give to his children.

Hill, who had been elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London in 1871, was described after his 
death (in Transactions') as "a frequent contributor of 
Papers on all kinds of subjects, bringing great 
archaeological knowledge and minute and unfailing 
patience to his antiquarian researches. His illustrated 
books .... will long remain an authority on the churches 
he has portrayed and described'. A fitting epitaph 
indeed.

1 The Leicestershire Archaeological Society 1855-1955 (1955).
2 Ibid., 5.
3 Much of the information about Hill comes from early 

copies of Transactions of the Leicestershire Architectural and 
Archaeological Society and J. A. Venn (ed.), Alumni 
Cantabrigiensis, Part II, Vol III (1947), 317.

4 Leicestershire Archaeological Society, 3-5.
5 Ibid., 5.
6 Kelly's Directory of Leicestershire & Rutland (1899), 64.
7 N. Pye (ed.), Leicestershire and its Region (1972), 10.
8 White's Directory of Leicestershire & Rutland (1846), 496, 

528: White's Directory of Leicestershire & Rutland (1877), 
197, 630.

9 Wright's Directory of Leicester (1883-4), 337-8.
10 White's Directory (1846), passim; White's Directory (1877), 

passim.
11 G. T. Rimmington, 'Late Victorian clergy income: the 

Leicestershire Evidence', East Midland Historian, 9 (1999), 
13.

12 Dictionary of National Biography, XXVI, 401-2.
13 Census Returns, 1851.
14 Dictionary of National Biography, passim.
15 Kelly's Directory (1899), passim.
16 Dictionary of National Biography, passim.
17 J. H. Hill, Chronicle of the Christian Ages (1859).
18 Alumni Cantabrigiensis , passim; J. H. Hill, The History of 

Market Harborough (1875).
19 Leicestershire Archaeological Society, 7.
20 Hill, History of Market Harborough, preface.
21 Kelly's Directory (1899), 64.
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Take a second look at that piece of Charnwood slate: 
observations by a field walker :;j||||||||^

llllliliill^^ David Ramsey

In the last twelve months four quite significant 
'finds' have enhanced our general knowledge about 
the locations of extraction, use, sizes and sales of 

Charnwood slate quarried and shaped at Groby and 
Swithland during the last 1800 years. From the archives 
of the late Earls of Stamford, a ledger showing full 
details of output, sales and purchasers of slate materials 
at both Groby and Swithland quarries during the 
financial year 1st April 1852 - March 31st 1853 was 
found in 2001 and the full contents will shortly appear 
in the 2002 edition of the, Leicestershire Industrial History 
Society Bulletin later this year.

Whilst the analysis of two of the above 'finds' has been 
completed, the other sites are still at an early stage of 
investigation and the actual location sites have been 
deliberately left vague.

During the summer of 1985 I made arrangements to 
visit the out-store/depository of archaeological items at 
Humberstone Drive, Leicester. The purpose of the visit 
was to photograph samples of Roman roof slates, made 
of local 'Swithland' slate, which had been found at 
Narborough/Huncote and dated 2nd/3rd century A.D.

Seventeen years later whilst field-walking in Groby 
Parish I found, lying on the surface of a large and far 
from flat grassy field, what appeared to be another 
Roman roof slate. By observation, the new find (SI) 
was thought to be almost identical in shape, size, colour 
and surface texture to those seen some 17 years 
previously. Revisiting the Narborough/Huncote slates in 
the new Leicestershire archaeological depository at 
Sileby earlier this year I was able compare the new find 
with the previously seen collection. My earlier thoughts 
were confirmed.

The find site was revisited and evidence of a badger 
sett, scores of rabbit holes 
and cow movements 
suggested why SI had 
been lying in such an 
exposed position and why 
there was no discoloura 
tion visible on the ground 
below the slate when 
found. The actual site

A small sample from the 
one page of the ledger for 
April 1852 showing output 
from the Swithland slate 
quarries tenanted by 
Thomas Rudkin.

The first five Groby slates numbered in the order in which they were 
found. S3 weighs 4.2 Kg and is the largest slate of its type found in 
Leicestershire so far. However, it is unlikely it was prepared in 
isolation, so where do the others lie? (D. A. Ramsey - 2002)

which had been the resting place of the slate for a long 
period of time was later established just above the 
working face.

The immediate landscape is 99% grass with entrances 
to a badger sett and numerous rabbit holes the only 
points where earth is visible, the quarry has obviously 
not been used for a very long period of time. The only 
slate area exposed being a surface measuring 3' x 4' in 
rising ground where the slate had been found. Climbing 
to the top of the rising ground the outline of the quarry 
shows a working face cut into the hillside to the west 
and a near level floor and drainage to the east. Quite 
noticeably, the sharper features of its former outline 
have become smoothed and in parts hidden by the gorse 
bushes. The size of the quarried area is quite substantial 
almost square measuring 55m x 56m x 5m deep at the 
working face (west) and tapering to ground level 
towards the east. This is not the conventional water 
filled hole associated with slate quarrying in

Date
01.04.1852
01.04.1852
05.04.1852
05.04.1852
07.04.1852
11.04.1852
12.04.1852
13.04.1852
15.04.1852
15.04.1852
16.04.1852
17.04.1852
17.04.1852
17.04.1852
22.04.1852

Customer
Ellis, Everard & Co
Revd Dudley
Ellis, Everard & Co
Johnson
J.N.Jacksons
Ellis, Everard & Co
J.N.Jacksons Hovel
Spittles
Rudkin
Moss - builder
Moss - builder
James Esq.,
James Esq.,
Moss - builder
Earl of Stamford

Items
SlateS : :iii|:|:|:::;

Slates :;!?!!u:.;.;v
Slates '9M'M.
Chippings
Slabs
Slates
Caps& Slabs
Slates
SlateS ;.:;-;: :v;:::i; ; :;;:::i-:Slabs ^ :":T::i::::f

Slabs
SlateS ,::,;:::,::: : : : :: : : '

Slabs l^ffi:::
Slabs
Vermin traps

Cost
£07.00.00
£13.13.04

: £02.00.00.
£00.03.00.
£00.12.00
£01.04.00
£00.10.00.
£02.00.00
£01.05.04.
£00.06.00.
£00.03.00.
£02.05.04
£00.09.07
£00.06.00.
£00.06.00.

Destination

Sileby

;; •••:'• .• .!:'' : :!  '' .' : \ 
j . ;: : :;:':;:;: : ' : . : .: :.::]:;;.:;:; .:;; : :•;••;:;::•:;:

Hungarton
Groby
Loughborough
Loughborough
Rotherby
Rotherby
Loughborough
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Samples from the 2nd/3rd century collection of Roman slates 
found at Narborough/Huncote (SK 531978) in 1983. The 
texture ofNH4 and SI being almost identical. 
(D.A.Ramsey- 2002)

Leicestershire but a carefully planned working area with 
near level floor which would allow both cart and wheel 
barrow movement within the quarry. Only small areas 
of spoil remain within the working area, as though 
waste material had been drawn off for road, or other 
infill repairs elsewhere. There are no rectangular 
fashioned slates on site and many of the discarded 
partly worked slates have a distinctive 90° corner.

A granite quarry, also grass covered is located further 
north and some 52 metres from the slate quarry; the 
interface of the two materials being dissected by a cart 
track, allowing both areas to be supervised from a 
central position between the two working areas. The 
remains of a stockpile of slates still lie scattered at the 
edge of a c. 1800 plantation. The roughly shaped slates 
(or blanks as they are unfinished) were found in a 
cluster above the rim of the quarry, further to the west 
at a point where laden carts could be drawn away from 
the site on the level or downhill.

SI was the first found actually in the quarry. S2 S5
were found in a cluster, as if formerly being Dart of a
much larger group or stack. The position
of the holding stack being as high on the
quarry site as possible thus enabling carts
to travel away once loaded on tracks level
or down hill. All five examples above
show signs of being shaped by human
hand and have clearly not been formed
due to random weathering. S3 (weighing
4.2Kg and 30cm x 25cm) is worthy of

Part of the Ratby collection of roof slates 
found with a fragment of pottery ridge tile of 
14th? century date. The slates are of very 
poor quality and fashioned with little regard 
to achieving a flat bed. The profiles are of a 
much earlier date with the Roman diamond 
profile very evident. (D. A. Ramsey - 2002)

note for no roof slate approaching this size and weight 
has as yet been found in the County, yet why prepare a 
blank if there is no requirement for such a large size.

The reason why the fixing holes were missing at the top 
of each slate became obvious at the Sileby out-store, for 
checks made on the Roman slate collection there, show 
that the roof slate fixer could vary the hole position 
between 2cm to 5cm in depth from the apex of the slate 
and a similar adjustment could be made left or right to 
improve the bedding or lie.

The third slate site has proved to be rather a puzzle. A 
single fragment from a green glazed pottery ridge tile 
suggests a 14th century date for the building as an early 
estimate, yet the diamond shaped slates found with the 
ridge tile would suggest a much earlier period. This 
curious collection has been found by the edge of a field 
in the parish of Ratby and is unlikely to be spillage from 
a passing cart due to the number of slates collected. 
Many fragments, broken by years of ploughing still lie 
close together in the field suggest a building for human 
habitation stood on the site. A half-timbered gate house 
marking the edge of the Ratby fields and the beginning 
of a private enclosure seems likely at this very early stage 
of investigation - no nails or other metals have been 
found. Many of the slates collected carry marks which 
show that they have been used at least once previously. 
The surprising features of the collection are (a) poor 
quality and the lack of any obvious uniformity in the 
profiles - how a weather proofing would have been 
achieved is at this early stage difficult to comprehend - 
torching beneath the slates has not taken place, (b) Why 
persist with a diamond shape roofing slate - the smallest 
are 12 cm on the sides - when larger rectangular slates 
would offer an easier option for roof coverage? Or is this 
poor quality collection of value because the slate 
quarries have not been operational for a long period of 
time? If so, it is rather ironic that slates S1-S5, along 
with many others of similar size and shape, are lying in a 
field not more than 1.5 Kms away, completely forgotten 
and in excellent condition.
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The large Hallgates slates (right) are from barns built 
during the period 1818-1822. Improvements were 
made to this site by Henry Hind, slate merchant, stone 
and monumental mason and his men during this period 
and it continued as one of the Hind slate workshops 
until 1849. These slates are from a particularly good 
seam which offered thin cleavage and they have the 
colour and appearance of Swithland rather than Groby 
slate.

A diamond shaped roof slate directs the rainwater to a 
single point minimising the ability of moisture to creep 
back under the slate and onto the supporting roof 
timbers. Special efforts have to be made to ensure the 
creep effect does not occur at the eaves level. The 
rectangular slates we are familiar with today are usually 
laid in doubles creating an air gap which causes 
moisture to dry in the air flow but when was the 
rectangular shape adopted in Leicestershire slate 
quarries?

Further reading:
McWhirr A.D. 1988 'The Roman Slate' Industry Transactions 

of the Leicestershire and Archaeological and Historical Society 
LXII

Ramsey D. A. 1986 'Leicestershire Slate' Leicestershire 
Industrial History Society Bulletin 9

Roof renovation at Hallgates - April

Slates S3 and SI are placed against the large roofing slates recently 
removed from the Horseshoe Cottage bams at Hallgates (east of 
Bradgate Park and at the south end of Swithland Woods) to 
emphasise the difference in sizes of Leicestershire roof slates.

Acknowledgements to Neil Glenister for help with surveying at 
Groby and bringing the Ratby site to my notice and Richard Knox 
for guidance at the Sueby archaeological depository.

former officer of this Society
I recently thumbed though my copy of a volume which is number 7 in a series entitled Pike's New Century Series. It 
was published in 1902. The book is in two parts, part 1 is headed Leicestershire and Rutland at the Opening of the 
Twentieth Century and part 2 is Contemporary Biographies and in that latter section I came across several people 
who had connections with the Society. Here is one:

Alan McWhirr

148 Heiccstersbire an<> IRutlanfc
Freer.—MAJOR WIU.IAM JESSC FKJCKK, V.I),. Stoney^ate, 

Leicester; eldest son of the late Rev. William Thomas Freer, 
M.A., K.D.. Rector of IIougbton-on-the-Hiil; lx>rn in 1^53; 
educated at St. Peter's Collect-, Radley. Artickti to his^nind- 
father.thelate William Freer (Clerk of the Peace, Leicestershire, 

3) : admitted 18/5 : appointed Deputy Clerk of Peace, 
Clerk of Peace and to the Lieutenancy, tS88; Clerk io 

Leicestershire County Council, 188'): Captain and Hon. Major 
1st Volunteer Battalion Leicestershire Regiment (V.D.); 
Fellow.of the Society of Antiquaries (London), and i:lon. local 
Secretary, I got : Hon. Secretary of Leicestershire Architectural 
and Archasolofjical Society, and representative of the society 
for the Areha-oiogical Congress, 3901 ; President of the 
Committee for the Archaeological Survey of Leicestershire : 
Hon. Secretary arid Acting Treasurer of the Leicestershire, 

Major W. J. Freer, V.I). Leicester, and Rutland Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society since 
its foundation in iSSj : Hon. Secretary of Leicester Church Extension Society : Churchwarden of 
St. John the Baptist Church ; a Freemason, and Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Leicestershire 
and Rutland in I In.- Mark degree : Past Grand Senior Overseer (England). Married, in I&QO, 
Helen, yonnsrer daughter fit William G. Johnson, of Vancouver, B.C. Clubs: Royal Societies', 
London, and County, Leicester.
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D onington le Heath Manor House is a pleasing 
stone building set on a hillside overlooking a 
small valley through which runs the River 

Sence, a small stream running westward towards its 
confluence with the River Trent. The house is built of 
Forest Stone, which is available locally from 
Charnwood Forest to the east. The architecture of the 
earliest windows, coupled with the supporting evidence 
of dendrochronology, dates the house to the late 13th 
century.

Donington appears in Domesday Book under the lands 
given to Nigel of Albini. 1 This Nigel came to England 
with William the Conqueror, and as a reward for his 
services to the crown, William gave him lands in Scale 
and Dunton (Donington le Heath), in addition to lands 
in Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire and Warwickshire. 
Nigel continued his service in the royal retinue, by 
becoming bow bearer to William Rufus. In spite of that 
king's unfortunate accident, Nigel 
prospered and was subsequently 
knighted by Henry I. He served Henry 
in Normandy and was granted the lands 
which has been forfeited by Robert de 
Mowbray, earl of Northumberland. As a 
further reward, Nigel was also granted 
the lands which had once belonged to 
Goisfrid de Wirce, which included 
Melton and its dependencies, in 
Leicestershire. Nigel died of old age in 
Rouen, and was buried in the Abbey of 
Bee in Normandy, having granted his 
land in Donington to the Abbey there2 .

It is unlikely that Nigel ever lived at 
Donington. The present stone building 
was not to be erected for another 150 years or more, 
and the farmhouse which must have occupied the 
present site would probably have been a humble timber- 
framed building. At the time of the Domesday survey, 
very little of Donington le Heath was cultivated, and 
much of the surrounding landscape was described as 
waste. About a mile to the south of the present manor 
site could be found the eponymous heath, which still 
gave its name to certain fields depicted on the Tithe 
map of 1838. Land such as this would have been better 
fitted for the grazing of sheep and cattle, than for 
cultivation.

The next reference to Donington le Heath is in the early 
13th century, when we discover that the village had 
been in the hands of William de Sees. There is no 
earlier mention of this family, but they must have

originated in France from the village of that name. It 
appears likely that the Abbey of Bee exchanged their 
English land in Donington for French land nearer to 
home. Farnham determined that William de Sees held 
Donington in the early 13th century, quoting from an 
undated charter. By comparing names in a 
contemporaneous Fine Roll, Farnham dated this 
charter to about the year 12023 . According to Nichols, 
William de Sees enfeoffed the prior of Charley with 6 
virgates of land in Donington. The effect of this 
endowment was to supply an income to that small 
priory situated a few miles away in Charnwood Forest. 
William de Sees then rented this manor to his son 
Hugh4 . Another document from about the year 1210 
also speaks of a messuage or house at Donington, which 
had been rented from the Prior of Charley by a Gilbert 
de Sees. This document charts the conveyance of the 
tenancy from Gilbert to a man called Robert of Ibstock. 
The conveyance was overseen by Saer de Quincy, earl 

ofWinton5 .

There is then a gap in the documentary 
evidence of about fifty years, after which 
we learn from a Curia Regis Roll of 1260 
that Richard de Waleys and Juliana his 
wife gave up their claim on 19 virgates of 
land and half a mill in Donington to 
Hugh Despenser. The land had once 
belonged to Juliana's grandfather Gilbert 
de Sees6 . The quantity of land referred 
to in the document must also have 
included the neighbouring village of 
Hugglescote. With the donation to the 
prior of Charley of 6 virgates (about 150 
acres), the arable land in Donington and 
that of its neighbouring village of 

Hugglescote suffered a division through which its 
subsequent history can be traced more easily. The two 
holdings would be Donington with the manor house 
and 150 acres of arable land from that township, and 
the remaining 570 acres being subsumed in the 
documents under the Despenser holding of 
Hugglescote. This may appear to be a complication, but 
to the people of the time the differences would have 
been quite obvious. Over time this could result in a 
change within the Donington settlement area, but the 
effects on the open fields should have been negligible. 
Indeed, even today, Donington village shows a division 
with an area called "Tweentowns" which may be a 
result of this property split in the early 13th century. By 
the middle of the 13th century, the land of Hugglescote 
and part of the land of Donington le Heath came under 
the authority and control of Hugh Despenser, a true
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manorial set-up. The smaller part including the manor 
house represented an independent tenancy rented from 
the Prior of Charley, standing outside the traditional 
manorial pattern.

In the mid-13th century the Despensers served in the 
king's household, and held land all over England. Their 
property in Hugglescote would have been run by a local 
bailiff. In 1265 Hugh Despenser took part in the 
Baron's Revolt, supporting Simon de Montfort against 
the king. Hugh was killed at the Battle of Evesham, and 
for his treason, the king confiscated his lands. These 
lands were subsequently put into the hands of Hugh's 
wife7 , and then into the hands of their son, another 
Hugh.

There is some evidence that Hugh the younger took a 
direct interest in his property in Hugglescote8 . Hugh's 
properties in Donington must also have benefited from 
this agreement. The Despenser holding in Hugglescote 
was held as one of the dependencies of Whitwick, a 
village in Charnwood Forest just a few miles to the 
north-east.

In the early 13th century, Saer de 
Quincy and his wife Margaret had 
inherited Whitwick and its 
dependencies as part of the Winton 
fee. Their daughter Elizabeth 
married Alexander Comyn, earl of 
Buchan, and it was through her 
that the Comyns inherited 
Whitwick. The Comyn family had 
a park at Whitwick which they used 
for the hunting of deer and game. 
Bardon Park had been enclosed by 
the earl of Winchester earlier in the 13th century, and 
they had compensated the Abbey of Garendon for the 
loss of this amenity within Charnwood Forest. 9 There 
must have been rich pickings for poachers in this park, 
if a court case from 1289 is to be believed, for it is 
stated that 15 stags and does were hunted by 
malefactors who had broken into the park, using bows 
and arrows to hunt down their quarry. Alexander and 
Elizabeth Comyn had three sons, John, Alexander and 
William, and in 1283 the earl of Buchan granted 
Whitwick to his son John, who was then about thirty 
years of age. In 1293 John applied for, and was granted 
a market in the town, to be held on Tuesdays, with a 
fair to be held on the eve and day of St. John the 
Baptist, and for two days following. Whitwick would 
have been a thriving local centre at this time. It was one 
of the four great manors which surrounded Charnwood 
Forest, and it would probably have attracted many 
wealthy people. Although not a royal forest, Charnwood 
offered somewhere for the local elite to go out hunting 
and hawking. The Forest was also an area of tranquillity 
and much sought after by the monks and nuns who 
lived in the monasteries within its bounds, such as 
Garendon, Charley, Ulverscroft and Gracedieu.

A new family in the neighbourhood, at the end of the 
13th century, was that of William and Robert de Herle. 
Their main family holding was in Kirby Muxloe, some 
miles to the south of Donington. William de Herle was 
a circuit judge who travelled around the various local 
county courts, and listened to cases on which he could 
pronounce judgement. His district extended beyond the 
county boundaries, and he travelled to Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire to fulfil his many duties. His younger 
brother Robert had a wife called Isabella. In 1293 
William le Mey sub-let all his lands in Donington to 
Robert de Herle, and in 1303 Robert de Herle bought a 
messuage and 2 virgates of land from Thomas, son of 
Roger de Charley. 10 The acquisition of this land 
coincides with the date at which the house at 
Donington seems to have been built. The land at 
Donington, rented from the Prior of Charley, would 
have had one particular advantage, no services other 
than the payment of money rent were due to the 
overlords. The tenant did not owe knight's service, nor 
did he have to provide any other service for the king. A 
member of the de Herle family would be free to go 

about any business they chose, 
without being hindered by 
obligations. Robert, like his brother 
William, would have been well- 
versed in law, and had possibly 
received legal training at one of the 
universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge. With the law as his 
profession, Robert would require a 
property with few or no obligations 
attached. A house at Donington le 
Heath would offer the perfect 
solution, and be close to Whitwick 
where he could seek preferment in 

the social circles of the Scottish nobility. As a lawyer he 
would certainly be in a financial position to build a fine 
stone property, and so the manor house at Donington 
was built.

This was an eventful time in Scottish history. In 1296 
the Comyns in Scotland had led their country to war 
against England, yet by the end of 1303 they had begun 
negotiating for a settlement with the English King 
Edward I. The Scottish people regarded this move as an 
act of betrayal, and far from bringing the conflict to an 
end, the struggle continued. In 1305, John Comyn 
decided to go to Scotland, and while he was there he 
left the running of his affairs in Whitwick to two of his 
attorneys, Robert de Herle and Robert de Barton. John 
Comyn's wife Isabella, Countess of Fife, betrayed her 
husband's family by supporting the cause of Robert 
Bruce as a contender for the Scottish throne. Edward I, 
enraged by her betrayal, had her placed in a cage and 
suspended from the walls of the castle at Berwick as a 
warning to all other would-be traitors, male or female. 
In 1306, Robert Bruce murdered one of the Comyns, 
another John, Lord of Badenoch, at Greyfriar's Church 
in Dumfries. Six weeks later Bruce became King of the
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Scots at Scone. As a result of the Comyn failure to 
secure the throne, John Comyn of Whitwick suffered 
severe financial losses, and was forced to seek a pardon 
from King Edward I, so that he could be excused from 
repayment of his debts 11 . In 1308, John Comyn died 
and Robert de Herle became John's executor12 . John's 
heirs were his two nieces, daughters of his brother 
Alexander; Margaret Comyn married John of Ross and 
inherited some of the Comyn Scottish lands; her sister 
Alice Comyn married Henry Beaumont and inherited 
Whitwick. In 1313, Isabella Comyn, widow of John, 
was released from her imprisonment at Berwick castle 
and placed into the custody of Henry Beaumont. Of her 
subsequent fate we know nothing.

Robert de Herle died in about 1330, and was buried 
next to the altar of St Benedict at Garendon Abbey. 
Robert's brother, William, arranged for a chantry priest 
to sing masses for him, and for this privilege William 
granted the monks some land in Alton near Ashby de la 
Zouch. 13 On their retirement from the king's service, 
William and his son Robert were received into the 
Abbey of Garendon as monks. Isabella de Herle, 
Robert's wife, 
continued to live at 
the manor house at 
Donington, for her 
name appears on the 
tax list for 1332. 14 
According to the tax 
list, she was the 
wealthiest person 
living in Donington 
or Hugglescote, and
this included a member of the Comyn family who was 
also living there at the time. We know very little about 
Isabella, how she passed her days, or how much of the 
year she lived at Donington. Had she originally met her 
husband Robert in the circles of Scottish nobility at 
Whitwick Castle? We know that she held other property 
in Leicester, which she apparently neglected, for her 
brother William took legal action against her to force 
her to remedy the situation. Other than this, we hear no 
more of Isabella, so she probably died or remarried. Her 
property was inherited by her brother-in-law William de 
Herle, and when he died in 1347, his estate included a 
carucate of land with a house in Donington which was 
rented from the Prior of Charley for 10 shillings a 
year. 15 This is most likely a reference to the manor 
house we see today.

Following William's death, his heir was his son Robert. 
As a monk, Robert's affairs were handled by the family 
attorney, Simon Pakeman. Pakeman was a lawyer of 
some substance, and he and his family also held land in 
Donington and Kirby Muxloe in the 14th century. It 
would appear that they took over some, if not all, of the 
land formerly held by the Despensers in Hugglescote. 
In 1378, Agnes Pakeman, wife of Simon, was assigned 
her dower as a result of her husband's death 16 . Simon

had held land in Hugglescote, Whitwick, Donington le 
Heath and Stanton under Bardon. In an inquiry of 
1380, following Agnes' death, these lands were again 
accounted for. 17 The family also had other lands which 
they held of the Prior of Charley, but these lands were 
in Stanton. Their remaining lands were held of the heirs 
of the Lord of Beaumont as of the manor of 
Loughborough. 18

The last family of any real note in connection with 
Donington in the middle ages was the Digby family. 
This family had extensive property throughout 
Leicestershire and the midland counties. Their chief 
property in Leicestershire was in Tilton on the Hill, but 
they held other lands in Whitwick, Ravenstone, Rothley 
and Eye-Kettleby. Through marriage they were linked 
with many of the wealthiest families in the county. 
Their services to the crown attracted knighthoods for 
some of its members, two of whom are buried in the 
family church at Tilton on the Hill. A document of 
1392 links the Pakeman family with the Digby and 
Villiers families. 19 Simon, son of Simon and Agnes 
Pakeman, had died while still a teenager, and his

kinsfolk were 
declared to be 
Katharine, the wife 
of Robert Digby, 
and John, son of 
Richard Vylers. 
Katharine was the 
daughter of Simon 
Pakeman senior, 
and John was the 
grandson of Joan,

who was Katharine's sister. It would appear from the 
writ that was appended to this document, that the 
younger Simon had left a wife, also named Agnes, who 
was assigned her dower, having promised not to 
remarry without the consent of the king. Her dower 
included one third of the land in Donington le Heath. 
The other two thirds of the land were put into the 
custody of the Digby and the Villiers families. This can 
be inferred from a document from 1416, when an 
enquiry was carried out on the king's behalf, into the 
keeping of the land. 20

In 1462, Everard Digby, probably a descendant of 
Robert and Katharine, now held the lands in 
Donington. This is recorded because he had just 
forfeited this land for his part in fighting, and dying, 
against the king at the Battle of Towton. The Digbys 
were ardent supporters of the Lancastrian side in the 
War of the Roses, and such calamities were a tragic part 
of life. Four Digby brothers died together in that one 
savage battle, after which the Digby lands in Tilton 
were put into the hands of Walter Deveraux, lord 
Ferrers, 21 and Donington was put into the hands of 
Alice Russell. 22 In 1464, the lands in Donington and 
Hugglescote were regranted following the forfeiture in 
this way; lands in Whitwick, Hugglescote and
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Donington were granted to William, Lord Hastings; 
Donington le Heath, with the manor house, was 
granted to Peter Curteys and Alice Russell. The manor 
house grant consisted of 3 messuages, 6.5 virgates and 3 
acres of land and 11 acres of meadow, in Donington le 
Heath, late property of Everard Digby, to hold by fealty 
only. 23 In 1483 some lands in Donington and 
Hugglescote were granted briefly to William, lord 
Hastings, before his untimely end brought the lands 
back into the hands of the crown.

In 1485, the Wars of the Roses came near to their end 
at the Battle of Bosworth, with the victory going to 
Henry Tudor for the Lancastrians, and the Digbys 
found themselves on the winning side. Following this 
victory, the Digbys were to enjoy a period of 
unparalleled prosperity, with a restoration of their 
property, and a reduction in their rent. In 1510, 
following the death of another Everard Digby, an 
inquiry determined that he had held land in 
Donington. 24 It consisted of 3 messuages, 8 virgates of 
land, 12 acres of meadow, and 10 of pasture. It was 
worth 4 marks, and Everard paid a token rent of one 
penny. With the dissolution of the monasteries in the 
1530s, the Digbys found themselves sitting tenants in 
property once held by the church, and they were in an 
excellent position to purchase outright. Although by 
now past its prime, the manor house was still a 
substantial country residence for a modest gentry 
family. Another branch of the Digby family was living at 
the manor house in nearby Ravenstone, thus increasing 
the likelihood that there were some members of the 
Digby family living at Donington le Heath manor house 
for at least part of the year.

The Digbys were a Catholic family, and determined to 
remain so even during the reign of Elizabeth I, and this 
aspect of their lives was to prove dangerous in time. 
Attempts have been made to identify the location of a 
priest hole in the manor house, but without success. 
Other buildings which once stood on the site, including 
any possible chapel, have long since been demolished. 
With the accession to the throne of James I, the more 
ardent Catholic Digbys must have looked to this son of 
Mary Queen of Scots to give them some respite from 
Protestantism. Some Digbys took their Catholicism to 
excess, and in particular, another Everard, nephew to 
John who owned the manor house, became involved 
with the Catesbys and Guy Fawkes, with the result that 
he was executed along with the other conspirators in 
1606. There is no evidence that the Digbys at the 
manor house were ever themselves involved in the plot 
to kill the King, but the connection must have put the 
family under suspicion. As the leading family member, 
Everard Digby should have been the legal owner of the 
house at Donington. The crime of this young Everard 
Digby resulted in a forfeit of his property to the crown. 
However, a piece of foresight had led his grandfather 
Kenelm to enter into an arrangement with his father, 
another Everard. In 1574, Kenelm sold his land in

Donington and Whitwick, to Everard the elder, on the 
understanding that he, Kenelm, could enjoy the 
property, and that, after his death, the property would 
go to Everard's brother John. 25 Kenelm probably 
entered into this arrangement to raise some money to 
see him through his old age. John was assured of the 
property, and there seems to have been no question of 
evicting him, in spite of his nephew's treachery.

The property in Donington remained in the hands of 
John Digby and his family. John married twice, and his 
first wife Thomasina bore him two sons and three 
daughters. His second wife bore him a daughter called 
Ann. In 1614 John's second son James bought land in 
Donington which included three houses, but by 1620 
these properties were in the hands of James' half sister 
Ann, who had since married Thomas Swinglehurst. It is 
highly likely that James granted the property to his sister 
on the occasion of her marriage, for it is at this time 
there is an extensive renovation programme being 
undertaken at the manor house. Unfortunately the 
newly weds did not stay long to enjoy their recently 
modernised house, because in 1620 they sold it back to 
the family. By 1627 the Donington properties have been 
split two ways, when John Digby sold a messuage with 
an orchard to a consortium comprising of Thomas 
Wright, Thomas Farmer (alias Ward), and Richard 
Mathewe, in 1627. 26 He also sold a messuage with a 
dovehouse and some land to Thomas Dilke in the same 
year. 27 The third messuage seems to have disappeared 
from the record. It seems most likely that the manor 
house, being the most prestigious property, would be 
identified as the house with a dovecote.

Thus the Digbys ended their association with 
Donington le Heath. Their history continued as they 
became ardent supporters of the new King Charles I, 
and his Catholic Queen Henrietta Maria. The two sons 
of the disgraced and executed Everard Digby went on to 
win accolades in the Civil War. Kenelm Digby, his 
eldest son, was knighted and died in 1665, having seen 
the restoration of the monarchy in 1660. John Digby, 
his second son, received a knighthood and became a 
major-general in the king's army, and was killed at the 
battle of Longport in Somerset in 1645.

There is a gap in the history of the families of the house 
in the 17th century with the onset of Civil War. A 
search of the Bishop's Transcripts for the years 1612 to 
1678 revealed very little evidence for these families in 
Donington and Hugglescote. 28 A Thomas Farmer, son 
of James Farmer of the Grange, had been baptised on 
29th August 1613. Tragically, Margery, Thomas' 
mother was buried on the same day her son was 
baptised, reminding us of the precariousness of 
women's lives. James, the son of Thomas Wright, was 
baptised at Hugglescote chapel on the 23rd February 
1613. Further information can be gleaned from the 
Mormon records, in which there are three baptisms for 
the children of Thomas Dilke of Donington le Heath. 29
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Harington, son of Thomas Dilke, was christened on 8th 
March 1628, Jane was christened on 30th March 1630, 
and Grey, another son, was christened on 30th June 
1633. There was no mention of Thomas Dilke's wife. 
The Farmer family was in the records continuously 
from 1581 until 1728, but the Dilkes disappeared.

The last individual who is of interest in this history of 
the manor house is Thomas Harley of Osgathorpe. This 
gentleman owned the manor house in 1670, for in that 
year he died and bequeathed the house to be left in 
trust.30 The manor house remained in the hands of the 
Osgathorpe Charity until about 1962. For three 
centuries the house was occupied by tenant farmers, 
first the Burgess family of the 18th century, then the 
Stones family of the 19th century. The Bishops lived 
there briefly at the end of the 19th century, and the 
Hill family farmed there in the 20th century. The 
Osgathorpe Charity sold the house to a local farming 
family, the Elliots, who used it briefly as a pig unit. In 
1965, by now very dilapidated, the house was sold to 
the Leicestershire County Council, and an extensive 
renovation programme was undertaken to turn it into a 
museum.

The Manor House at Donington le Heath has had a 
long and interesting history. Its heyday of the 13th and 
14th centuries have long since gone, but today, as a 
Museum, it is regularly brought to life by re-enactors, 
who recreate those earlier days, and are able to give its 
many visitors a little of the medieval experience.
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Local groups repaii pn their activities
^*^ * ™ :-:-:-:-:: :-:':-:-:::":-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-/:-.

When the Leicestershire Local History Council ceased to exist 
this Society took over some of its activities including the 
publication of the Leicestershire Historian. The coordination 
work of the LLHC and the organistion of meetings fell by the 
wayside, that is, until Leicestershire Museums Service, through 
its base at Holly Hayes Environmental Resources Centre in 
Birstall, began to develop Heritage Watch and similar 
initiatives. In November 2001, Carolyn Holmes organised a 
Local History Group Conference and one of the ideas that 
emanated from the discussion at the conference was that the 
Society should include in the Leicestershire Historian a section 
devoted to the activities of local history groups. Following a 
circular Utter to all groups on the museum's circulation list, the 
following responded:

Ashby-de-la-Zouch Local History Society
Founded in 1984, Ashby-de-la-Zouch Local History 
Society has a current membership of 55. From 
September to May there are monthly meetings addressed 
by speakers on subjects of local and historical interest. 
Visits to historical sites in the region are often linked to 
the talks. Two research projects are currently underway: 
one investigating the history of the courts leading off 
Ashby's Market Street; the other collecting oral history 
material by interviewing local inhabitants. In both 
projects the society is working closely with Ashby 
Museum, taking advantage of its research facilities, 
accommodation and expertise.

Membership of the society is open to all. The annual 
subscription is currently £6, or £10 for a couple. Visitors 
are welcome to individual meetings, for which a charge of 
£1 is made.

Contact: Mrs C.March, 19 Coniston Gardens, Ashby- 
de-la-Zouch, LE65 1FB (Secretary)

Burbage Heritage Group
The Group was founded in December 2002 as part of the 
Leicestershire Museums 'Heritage Watch' project and is 
an Historical and Natural History group aiming to record 
the local social and agricultural history of Burbage and 
conserve the landscape and wildlife.

Current projects:
The History of Burbage Schools
Local workplaces, Farms to Factories
Land ownership
Local name studies, Archer, Ghent, Higham
Pub survey
Queen's Jubilee exhibition

These projects incorporate oral history, field surveys and 
family histories via contact on the Group's web site. In 
conjunction with Hinckley museum there will be an 
exhibition on the early history of Burbage National

School for the 2002 season. In early June the Group is 
putting on a display at Sketchley Hill School on 
memories of the Queen's accession.

Monthly meetings are held on the first Thursday of each 
month at the Millennium Hall, Burbage. At present 
meetings are free of charge whilst the group is in receipt 
of Heritage Lottery Funding.

Contact', via the web site: www.burbageheritage.org.uk, 
Anne Gosling (Sec) Windsor End Cottage, 3 Windsor St, 
Burbage. LE10 2EE Tel:01455637658 
Sylvia Whitworth (Chair) 48 Marigold Dr, Burbage. 
LE10 2SJ Tel: 01455 610392

Charley Heritage Group
The Charley Heritage Group was formed in September 
1999 to record and celebrate the Millennium in the tiny 
parish of Charley. Some twelve people formed the 
nucleus of the group and a map and accompanying 
booklet was made which detailed the places of interest 
within the parish. The completed map measures 5ft by 
4ft and the original is housed in a public area of Mount St 
Bernard Abbey. Small copies were made of the map and 
each household was presented with one. Local field 
names were also recorded and a separate booklet made.

After the Millennium the group continued to meet with 
the aims of identifying Charley as a unique area of North- 
West Leicestershire and trying to collect old records and 
building up current ones. Records for the parish are very 
sparse and often stored under other local names. It is the 
group's practice now to collect any newspaper items 
relating to Charley and to present them to the Leicester 
Record Office on an annual basis.

Other projects include moving the parish pump and 
producing a parish walks leaflet and, ultimately, to 
establish a website. Our main concern is that the 
continued existence of the parish of Charley is vulnerable 
because of its size, rural location and lack of any 
community facilities, but its wealth of historical features 
demands that it be protected.

Contact: Mrs Maureen Havers 01509 503943; 
m.havers@virgin.net

Desford and District Local History Society
The Society aims to collect information on all aspects of 
the past life of the village and to record the present for 
posterity. It holds a large collection of local photographs, 
maps, books and documents. There is a regular 
programme of lectures and outings. Membership of the 
Society costs £5.00 for individuals and £8.00 for a 
family. Visitors are welcome to attend the lectures at a 
cost of £2.00 per visit.
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Publications are as follows:
St. Martin's Church, Desford, price £1.50
Recollections of Desford, price £2.00
A Brief History of Desford, price 50p
Contact: Jane Crowson, secretary, 01455 824688

Dunton Basset Local History Group
Founded 1981 and still going strong! An enthusiastic 
band of approximately twenty-five members meets 
monthly in the village hall to hear a variety of guest 
speakers. Two social outings with a historical bias are 
held during the summer.

Currently the group is planning an exhibition at the end 
of May, when one of the highlights will be a copy of the 
original village enclosure map, dated 1796 and which has 
recently been located after disappearing for over half a 
century. In addition, as part of the village celebrations, 
the group is mounting a photographic display of Dunton 
during the last fifty years and hopes to unveil a plaque 
commemorating the site of the Methodist church. A 
second booklet of 'historical' Dunton is planned to be 
published in the near future.

Contact: Hon Secretary: Claire Hurford (Mrs), 15 Main 
Street, Dunton Basset, Lutterworth, LEI7 5JN Tel: 
01455202184

Great Bowden Historical Society
Formed in 1996 to explore and record the history of the 
village, it is open to all. A quarterly newsletter is sent to 
members with details of forthcoming events, items of 
historical interest and news of members' activities.

Meetings are held monthly between September and June, 
usually on the first Monday of the month, at 7.30 pm at 
Great Bowden School in Gunnsbrook Close. Generally 
there is a speaker with special knowledge either of the 
village or of the historical background to its life followed 
by discussion, questions and coffee. In the summer there 
are excursions to places of historical interest.

The Society also works with other groups in the village 
such as the Parish Council, Great Bowden Trust, and the 
Festival Committee to promote the historical and 
heritage aspects of village life, for example through 
exhibitions and items in the Great Bowden Newsletter.

The annual membership subscription is £4 for adults, £3 
if under 18.

Contact: The Membership Secretary, Keith Gilbert, 77 
Great Bowden Road, Market Harborough, LEI6 7DF.

Research The society promotes and encourages research 
undertaken by Society members. The findings will form 
the basis of further publications and help in the creation 
of a database which can help answer the queries that we 
increasingly receive from this country and abroad.

Publications Great Bowden - A Village and its People 
(Published 1999) was written by local people and records 
the recent history of Great Bowden through documents, 
personal recollections, photographs and drawings. It 
contains seven chapters on every aspect of life in Great 
Bowden over the last hundred years, covering village 
institutions, clubs and societies, historic buildings, 
transport, well-known personalities, and Great Bowden 
in wartime. There is a map and over a hundred 
illustrations. It forms a valuable and entertaining record 
of life here in the twentieth century. Priced £7.95, it is 
available from local bookshops or direct from the 
Secretary, Mrs Nora Groome (see below).

'Genealogical Information on the Headstones and Monuments 
at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Great Bowden' 
(GBHS Pamphlet Series: No.l, Published 2001) Priced 
£2.00, this pamphlet covers 366 inscriptions - mostly 
19th century - and around 150 different surnames. The 
earliest record is for Henrietta Fish, 1703. The last 
identifiable inscription relates to John Hales Neal, 1933.

Contact: Mrs Nora Groome (01858) 464873. 
(Secretary) or www.greatbowden.freeserve.co.uk

Great Easton and District Local History Society
Founded in 1982, the society organises a programme of 
evening talks on the fourth Wednesday of every month 
from September to May in Great Easton, as well as 
summer visits and occasional exhibitions. The society has 
been active for many years in field walking, building 
recording and documentary research, with publications 
on local pubs, industries, mills and schools.

Contact: Nick Hill, Rose Cottage, Bringhurst, Market 
Harborough, Leics, Tel 01536 771806.

Groby Heritage Group
Following a very successful exhibition of photographs 
and maps of old Groby in February 2000, the Groby 
Heritage Group was set up during 2001. The aim of the 
group is to explore, record and publicise the history and 
environment of the village of Groby, providing a forum 
for informal groups of people interested in Groby and 
working on their own projects. Much work (some 
privately published) has already been done on the history 
and wildlife of Groby since the 1950s. The group has 
started with regular monthly meetings on both history 
and wildlife aspects, and holds periodic coffee mornings 
with museum displays. We are in the process of framing 
and hanging the Millennium tryptich of embroidered 
village map, air photograph and history panel in the 
Village Hall.

Work has started on various surveys in co-operation with 
the Leicestershire Museums Arts and Record Service at 
Holly Hayes, e.g. pub name survey, ancient tree survey, 
ridge and furrow survey. Relatives have been traced for 
family historians and preparations are in hand to record 
oral history from village residents.
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Contact: Mrs J Waldram, Secretary, Groby Heritage 
Group, 9 Castell Drive, Groby, Leicester. LE6 ODE.

Hinckley Local History Group
Established in January 1975. It holds a series of talks and 
visits, one each month, from September to June. 
Meetings take place in the Humanities Block, Room HI, 
at the John Cleveland College, Hinckley. The Hinckley 
Historian is published in June and December each year. 
Forty-eight editions have been published to date and the 
present cost of the magazine is £1. Some members of the 
Local History Group are actively involved in running the 
Hinckley and District Museum.

Contact: Secretary: Mrs G.M.Beavin, 4 Castlemaine 
Drive, Hinckley, Leics. LE10 1RY Tel: 01455 615634 
Email: hugh.beavin@btinternet.com

Long Whatton Local History Group
The Long Whatton Local History Group has collected a 
wide range of photographs, both of individuals or groups 
and views of the village, some dating back over 100 years. 
We also have a large collection of newspaper cuttings and 
various other bits of information relating to everyday life 
in the village over the last 100 years or so. Transcriptions 
of parish records, monumental inscriptions of both parish 
and Baptist churchyards, as well as all the census returns, 
1841-1901, are either in progress or have been 
completed. Completed transcriptions have been 
deposited with the Leicestershire Record Office and the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society. Other 
projects in progress include: the history of industry, 
education and sport, Whatton House and Long Whatton 
at war. The main focus of the group at the present time is 
the preparation of a book on the history of Long 
Whatton. It is hoped that this will be the first of a series. 
We would welcome the approach of anyone tracing their 
family history and having connections with Long 
Whatton for information.

Contact: Mr G. Smith, 47 West End, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough, Leics. (Secretary)

Lutterworth History Group
The Lutterworth History Group was started in 1996 to 
provide a focus for talks, and discussion and research of 
local topics. There is a programme of monthly talks on 
historical topics, and a summer outing. The first project 
was on the Lutterworth Workhouse, and a book was 
published in 1998. This was closely followed by books on 
Lutterworth pubs, Lutterworth alehouse keepers, a 
facsimile edition of Dyson's 1913 'Lutterworth' and an 
index of the 1891 census for Lutterworth. The most 
recent project is to research all those commemorated on 
the Lutterworth War Memorial. We meet on the last 
Thursday of the month at Lutterworth Town Hall at 
7.30. Membership is £10 per year, and visitors are always 
welcome.

Website: www.geocities.com/lutterworthhistorygroup
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Contact: Lynda Hill, 01455 556498.

Publications
The Lutterworth Workhouse ed. Roz Bailey, Lynda Hill,
Brian Wilkinson
ISBN 0 9532116 0 6 44 pages price £3
Lutterworth Pubs ed Alan Bailey, Roz Bailey, Lynda Hill
ISBN 0 9532116 1 7 80 pages price £4.50
Lutterworth Alehouse Keepers 1753-1827 by Roger Little
ISBN 0 9532116 2 2 80 pages price £4.50
Dyson's Lutterworth Re-printed
ISBN 0 9532116 4 9 218 pages price £10.50
Lutterworth 1891 Census Name Index by Roger Little
ISBN 0 9532116 3 0 40 pages price £4

Shepshed History Society
Shepshed History Society meets in the Glenmore Centre 
every second Tuesday in the month from 7.30 to 9.30 
pm, with the exception of July. For enrolment at the 
beginning of the year in October the fee is £3.50, plus 
50p per meeting. Visitors pay £1 per meeting. The 
society covers both local and widespread history and 
organises one or two outdoor meetings a year. New 
members are always welcome.

Books published include: From Sheepshed to Shepshed, 
Wartime Memories and Henry Freeman's Shepshed Almanac.

Contact: Mrs M Schulz 01509 507815.

Stoney Stanton Heritage Group
The Stoney Stanton Heritage Group was established in 
the summer of 2000, as a result of an exhibition of village 
history.

Members have a range of interests and one of the first 
projects was to record the churchyard monuments of St. 
Michaels. This is virtually complete and a copy will be 
offered to the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland in the near future. The group intends to 
continue the project by recording the cemetery extension 
and the War Memorial; work will start again in the 
Spring. Other ongoing projects include recording tales of 
local characters and traditions of the parish, local trades 
and industries, ornithology, and an oral history project. 
We are also trying to make the information we have as 
accessible to others as possible by establishing a web site.

Our aims for the future are to continue to promote and 
encourage the recording and understanding of Stoney 
Stanton's heritage for future generations to enjoy.

Contact: Alison Jackson (chairman) 01455 271176, or 
Sue Astill (secretary) 
01455 273486

Syston Local History Group
Syston Local History Group meets every third Monday of 
the month in the Methodist Church Hall, High Street, 
Syston. The aim of the group is to preserve the history of
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Syston by collecting copies of photographs, documents 
and other memorabilia, to share our knowledge with 
others and to provide a reference point for enquiries. We 
provide a programme of speakers and informal evenings 
which give members a chance to bring along photographs 
and other memorabilia for everyone to see and discuss. 
One meeting takes the form of a guided tour of a village 
in the surrounding district.

The group has published a book entitled Syston Past 
giving a brief history of Syston and including many 
photographs. The aim is to publish further books, topics 
to include leisure activities, industries and the war years. 
The group presents an annual exhibition of Syston 
memorabilia.

Contact: Mrs R Foster, Tel: 0116 2693589

Thrussington Local History Society
The society was re-formed in 1998 after a break of some 
years, under the chairmanship of Mr Ronald Banks. The 
society has three main aims. These are: to preserve 
existing documentation and records; to continue research 
into the history of the village and locality of Thrussington; 
and to promote an interest in local history matters among 
the local residents. A series of Local History Notes has 
been lodged with the Record Office for Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland. Among many items of general 
interest, these deal in detail with the impact on the village 
of the Enclosure Award of 1790.

In the past three years the society has thrived having now 
over forty members. Our routine activities include talks 
from outside speakers, excursions to places of interest, 
and an annual Christmas party. In summer 2000, to 
celebrate the Millennium, the society organised a 
weekend of activities for the whole village, including an 
exhibition of material of historical interest. The current 
research project is the publication, targeted for the end of 
2002, of a book on the history of the village.

Contact: lan Procter-Blain (Sec) Tel: 01664 424060

Ticknall Preservation and Historical Society
The society, although based in Derbyshire, has interests is 
parts of North West Leicestershire and has published, for 
example, on topics such as the Ashby Canal and the 
Burton to Ashby railway.

Contact: Sidney Bricknell. Tel: 01332 862555. Email: 
Ticknall@btinternet.com

The Victorian Society
The Leicester Group of the Victorian Society was formed 
just over twenty-five years ago and is now one of the most 
active regional groups. The main aim of the society is to 
campaign for the conservation of buildings from the 
Victorian and Edwardian era. Such buildings, as well as 
being attractive in their own right, serve to remind us of 
the many dramatic changes that took place during the

Victorian era. Examples are the introduction of railways, 
compulsory education, water supplies, the police and 
organised sport.

In addition to campaigning for building conservation, the 
society also aims to give an insight into many factors 
which contributed to the Victorian era. During the winter 
(September-April) we have monthly talks at the Leicester 
Adult Education Centre on Wellington Street. These are 
usually on the first Tuesday of the month beginning at 
7.30 p m. In the summer we arrange a series of guided 
walks and coach trips.

Contact: Chairman, Mr Jon Goodall, at 75 Kings Drive, 
Leicester Forest East, Leicester LE3 3JE. Telephone: 
01162393744

The Wolds Historical Organisation
The Wolds Historical Organisation began in 1987. The 
group meets on the third Tuesday of the month, usually 
at the Windmill Inn in Wymeswold, and draws members 
from Wymeswold and the surrounding villages. There is a 
full programme of talks and guided walks and the 
occasional social events.

In 1991 the WHO published A Portrait of Wymeswold Past 
and Present, followed by A Walk around Wymeswold in 
1994 and Wolds Reflections in 1997. A magazine is 
produced each summer and members are encouraged to 
submit articles and report on their local history projects.

The WHO has also held exhibitions and provided 
material for display at local events and members are 
always willing to help genealogists and others interested in 
the Wolds area.

Contact: Mrs Patricia Baker (Vice Chairman) 01509 
881473.

Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History 
Group
The group has an interest in various aspects of history, 
particularly the history of the two villages. At meetings 
talks are given on such topics as windmills, railway, family 
names and heraldry. Various research projects have been 
carried out including publishing two books, The Winds of 
Change and A Breath of Fresh Air, an illustrated village 
walk leaflet and oral history tapes from local villagers.

Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month 
(September-May).

Contact: Maureen Axon, Secretary on 01509 89078.
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LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: 
GENERAL

BEST OF EAST LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND
Trevor Hickman
Sutton 2001 ISBN 0750927755

I'm afraid my initial reaction to this book was prejudice 
against it. There has been such a flood of similar history 
and nostalgia photographic books recently - do we 
really need another? Trevor Hickman has been one of 
the most copious contributors to this flood - he has 
been involved in no fewer than ten other books on the 
same area and previous photographic titles listed in this 
one include another on East Leicestershire and others 
on Rutiand and the Vale of Belvoir. Hickman makes the 
point that his earlier titles have contributed to the 
development of tourism and he targets this volume 
towards visitors to the two counties. Local history is his 
primary theme and this may well explain why, as well as 
his three main sections - Melton Mowbray, Oakham 
and Rutiand - there is another separate one on Melton 
Borough.

The fact that many of the photographs have not 
previously been published does help to counter my 
initial prejudice. If I have a remaining reservation it is 
that the success of a book of this kind depends very 
much on the text accompanying the photographs and in 
some cases it might usefully have been a bit fuller. 
Despite that, this is a substantial and very attractive 
book with a pictorial hard-cover; the reproduction of 
the photographs, all in black and white, is excellent and 
there is a compact bibliography.

Colin Jones

A TIGER AND A FUSILIER: LEICESTER'S V C
HEROES
DerekSeaton 2001 80pp ISBN 0952894823 £7.99

This is a wonderfully 
produced book and Robin 
Stevenson and the Kairos 
Press are to be congratulated 
on their high standards and 
wide range of books on local 
subjects. However, they 
could not have produced 
such a good book without 
the skills of the author Derek 
Seaton whose researches 
have been exhaustive. In 
addition, he has managed to

turn all this information into a very readable account. 
The Tiger and the Fusilier had both attended 
Countesthorpe Cottage Homes before joining the army 
as regular soldiers. Later they were both to receive the 
VC.

The book is lavishly illustrated with back and white 
pictures and there is an index. It is a very valuable 
addition to the literature of Leicestershire's history.

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications

HIDDEN INNS OF THE HEART OF ENGLAND 
Travel Publications 2001 358pp ISBN 1902007514

LEICESTERSHIRE AND ITS HISTORY
John Burgess 2001 47pp ISBN 1855623277

MERCIA: AN ANGLO-SAXON KINGDOM IN
EUROPE
Michelle P Brown and Carol A Farr (eds.) Leicester
University Press 2001
386pp ISBN 0718502310

RUTLAND AND ITS HISTORY
John Burgess 2001 41pp ISBN 1855623269

SOME TRAVELLERS IN THE 1891 CENSUS 
[extracts including Leicestershire] 
Janet K Black (transcriber) Romany and Traveller 
History Society 2001 61 pp ISBN 1900660121

THOSE WERE THE DAYS: LEICESTERSHIRE IN
THE 40s 50s and 60s
David Bell Countryside Books 2001 96pp ISBN
1853066982

WALKS IN HISTORIC LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND
BryanWaites Countryside Books 2001 127pp
ISBN 1853066818

CITY OF LEICESTER

LEICESTER: PAINTINGS AND SKETCHES 
Douglas Smith
Douglas Smith Stimson Partnership 2001 112Pp 
0953812421 £16.99

A wonderful book of watercolour paintings and line 
drawings made by local architect Douglas Smith. The 
buildings featured in the book range from the 
internationally known Jewry Wall and National Space
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Leicester
Centre, through the lesser 
known works of famous local 
architects Gimson, Flint and 
Wakerley, to the modern 
multicultural look of the city 
with its mosques and temples. 
The text is brief but 
informative and the book is 
divided geographically into 
sections such as 'The heart of 
the Roman and Medieval 
Town', 'New Walk and the

Crescent', and, 'London Road and Victoria Park Area'.
With illustrations of churches, bridges, factories and
private houses, this is an extremely attractive and
beautifully produced book.

Helen Edwards

CHANGING FACE OF LONDON ROAD,
LEICESTER
Helen Boynton 2001 112pp

Highly informative and 
interesting books continue to 
flow from the pen of Helen 
Boynton and long may they 
continue to do so. This latest, 
which has a delightful colour 
cover, traces the development 
of London Road in Leicester, 
from Granby Street to 
Victorian Park Gates. 
Originally lined mainly with 
private houses there have 

been many changes over the past two centuries and 
these are documented by Dr Boynton. There are black 
and white illustrations on almost every page and a 
collection of 12 colour pictures in the middle. All the 
illustrations have, on the whole, reproduced well. In the 
past this reviewer has commented on the lack of plans 
in Dr Boynton's books and this has been rectified to 
some extent in this work, although the sketch map on 
page 6 is the least satisfactory and should have been 
redrawn. It is good to see an index in this volume.

We now have a trilogy of books written by Dr Boynton 
covering the London Road and the Victoria Park area of 
Leicester. This new addition is to be thoroughly 
recommended.

Alan McWhirr

PEELERS TO PANDAS: AN ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF THE LEICESTER CITY POLICE 
Ben Beazley 
Breedon Books 2001 261pp

By any measure, Ben Beazley's previous Four Years 
Remembered: Leicester in the Great War was a major piece

of work, as is Peelers to Pandas. Beazley has excellent 
credentials as author, having served with Leicester City 
Police from 1965 until his retirement as an inspector in 
1993. His object is 'that it should be a good read for 
anyone with an interest in its subject and a serious 
research tool for the reader seeking specific 
information'. The arrangement of the ten narrative 
sections is chronologically for the periods in office of 
each Chief Constable - from Frederick Goodyer (1836- 
1839) to Robert Mark (1957-1967) - until the city and 
county forces were amalgamated in 1967.

It is certainly true, as the publishers claim, that the book 
gives 'a fascinating insight' into the society of which the 
police form such an essential part, and while there is 
inevitably much on police organization and equipment, 
there is also plenty of historical and descriptive material 
to interest the general reader. This same general reader 
will perhaps bypass the many photographs of serried 
ranks of the police and find many more that support the 
historical and descriptive matter. There are several 
appendices including police staff lists for 1929 to 1967 
and a brief bibliography. This is another impressive 
achievement by this author.

Colin Jones

SHORT HISTORY OF BRAUNSTONE PARK 
Leicester City Council 2001 16pp

SHORT HISTORY OF EVINGTON PARK 
Leicester City Council 2001 llpp

Braunstone Park was opened to the public in the 1930s, 
and Evington Park in 1948 - but Braunstone Hall and 
Evington House serve as reminders of their earlier 
history as part of the estates of the landed gentry, whose 
fluctuating fortunes are traced here from the Saxon or 
Norman period through to the recent past. Both are 
clearly based on sound documentary research, but are 
firmly focused on the human element of their history. 
The memories of local people have, I imagine, also 
contributed to those sections on the Second World 
War, when Braunstone Park became the Divisional 
Headquarters of the US 82nd Airborne Division, and 
two unexploded bombs lodged in the loft of Evington 
House. Brief as they are, both are entertaining and 
informative accounts which place two of Leicester's 
municipal parks in their broader historical perspective. 
If there are more to follow, then I look forward to 
reading them.

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

THE SEIGE AND STORMING OF LEICESTER
(May 1645)
Jeff Richards New Millennium 2001 400pp ISBN
1858453402
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TOWNS, VILLAGES AND HOUSES

ASPECTS OF EASTWELL
Eastwell Local History Group 2001 86pp £9.00

This book is an excellent example of co-operative work 
done by a group of local historians. The topics are 
clearly defined and written by different combinations of 
members, although the Stanley family are obviously 
stalwart contributors. Each section is fully illustrated 
and, apart from the well-researched historical chapters, 
each is full of relevant anecdotal evidence of village 
work and social life. The photographs are a mixture of 
known individuals, family snaps and posed formal 
portraits, all of which had, or have, a part to play in the 
life of this small but obviously close-knit community. 
But the book is not just a description of a small 
Leicestershire village. What was happening to the 
inhabitants of Eastwell is firmly placed in the wider 
social and economic context of Britain. The chapter on 
the War Years is a vivid picture of the effects of the 
conflicts on a small agricultural community trying to 
cope without most of its male workers.

As well as the history of the parish, the book also covers 
the natural history of the village and the final section is 
a picture of the present day with photographs of current 
inhabitants enjoying the annual fete, carol singing, 
walking their dogs and eating their harvest supper! I am 
sure that the present villagers will be remembered in the 
way that their forefathers were and will be smiling out 
of the pages of future editions of Aspects of Eastwell, 
illustrating the chapter on 'Life in the early 21st 
Century'.

Helen Edwards

HUSBANDS BOSWORTH 2000: A TIME 
CAPSULE IN WORDS AND PICTURES 
Husbands Bosworth Historical Association 2001 
124pp

MOWSLEY: A LEICESTERSHIRE VILLAGE 
John Wootton and John Lacey 
Mowsley Heritage Soceity 2001 164pp

Whatever else might be said or thought of the 
Millennium, a sense of 'occasion' and the funding to 
mark it have produced a number of village histories 
which might otherwise not have been written. These 
examples from Husbands Bosworth and Mowsley are 
both attractively produced, but also illustrate quite 
different approaches which can be taken to the 
historical record. The Mowsley book traces the history 
of the village from the prehistoric period through to the 
present, with a largely chronological format interspersed 
with chapters on such subjects as the village economy, 
religion and church building, population, and its 
American connections through emigrant families. As

the authors acknowledge, documentary sources specific 
to Mowsley are relatively sparse, and thus they draw on 
regional and national histories to analyse the likely 
experience of the village at different points in time. This 
gives the book a broader context than is often the case 
with village histories.

Oral histories might fill in some of the gaps in more 
recent written records, but it is good to note that the 
authors see this Millennium project as the basis for 
more research in the future, rather than complete in 
itself. Although still a small village, the population of 
Mowsley has doubled in size over the past thirty years. 
This is almost entirely due to an influx of people to new 
houses, alongside a continuing exodus of the children of 
older established families once they reach adulthood. A 
more detailed exploration of economic change and 
social relationships since the mid-20th century would 
be of interest well beyond the village itself.

By contrast to the Mowsley approach, the Husbands 
Bosworth publication is intended as a 'snapshot' of the 
village in the year 2000. The historical dimension is not 
lacking, however. Both residents and visitors alike could 
use the 'Stroll Around the Village' section as a 
guidebook, alongside the additional information in the 
chapter on 'notable' parish buildings. For future 
historians, the 'Chronicle of 2000' will also offer an 
invaluable insight into the texture of village life, 
beginning with the Millennium Eve party in the village 
hall, through the annual village quiz, the Cricket Club 
barn dance, a performance of a Mystery Play in the 
grounds of Bosworth Hall, the Millennium Village 
Photograph, and the annual sheepdog trials - all the 
way through to the New Year's Eve fancy dress party 
which brings the year and the chronicle to its 
conclusion.

There are additional sections on village groups and 
activities, businesses and the airfield, and future family 
historians will be pleased to find a list of names of all the 
families in the village. More than seventy of these have 
also contributed information about themselves, giving a 
good sense of the inward migration which has shaped the 
village alongside the old established families. A great deal 
of hard work, energy and commitment has clearly gone 
into both these publications by people who doubtless 
have many other demands on their time. If the memory 
of the Millennium itself is now receding, the impetus it 
has given to local historical research and recording has 
produced something of more enduring value.

Cynthia Brown

BURLEY ON THE HILL MANSION STANDS
SERENE....
Raymond Hill
JKirkwood 2001 152pp £10.95 ISBN 09541507

The great mansion of Burley on the Hill stands on an
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eminence overlooking the Vale of Catmose and Rutland 
Water. It is arguably a monument to aristocratic power, 
but like most country houses, it is much more than this. 
The present structure, like previous houses, is the focus 
of a community which has altered over the centuries. 
Raymond Hill has worked on the estate for most of his 
life, and his book is a labour of love, combining 
knowledge, insight and affection. It embraces both 
change and continuity. He uses the volumes written by 
Pearl Finch in 1901 as the basis for his account of the 
history of the mansion, and its succession of owners. 
From 1901 onwards he produces new material, and 
concludes happily with the transformation of the house 
into 32 homes. The ideas of Humphry Repton and John 
Nash, and their impact on the estate are considered. 
The disastrous fire of 1908 is recounted, using the 
recollections of Winston Churchill. During the two 
world wars the house served as a military hospital and 
convalescent home, and the reunions of the nursing 
staff are recalled.

A detailed chapter explains the use and maintenance of 
the surrounding woodlands. Memorable sporting events 
occurred, especially cricket matches - one of the owners 
of the estate helped establish Lords' cricket ground. 
The film industry later arrived, and used Burley as the 
backdrop for some of the scenes in The Four Feathers. 
The book is clearly and attractively written and 
produced. It is full of drawings, paintings and 
photographs which illuminate the life and work of all 
concerned with the house. It will be of interest not only 
to Burley residents but to anyone - Rutlanders and 
beyond - who have an interest in the fortunes of great 
estates. Properties like Burley, all over the country, need 
their Raymond Hill to record their history, before it all 
passes away and is lost to us.

Robert Ward

THE STORY OF HIGHAM-ON-THE-HILL: THE 
CENTRE OF ENGLAND 
Michael L Cox
Hinckley and District Museum 2002 120p £9.95 

ISBN 0952147157

The Story of Higham-on-the-Hill 
is divided into two parts. The 
first, shorter, section is a 
chronological treatment of the 
history of the village putting it 
into the wider historical 
context. This is necessarily 
concise and reflects the 
incomplete written records of 
the village. Nevertheless, the 
author has conducted a vast 
amount of research within 

published sources and documentary material held in 
Record Offices. Where assumptions have been made 
these are clearly acknowledged and, in the later periods,

personal anecdotes are used to demonstrate social 
conditions prevalent in the village and surrounding 
areas. The second part of the book is arranged 
thematically with subjects such as population, 
education, important village families (the late Lord 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, was born and bred 
in the village), the Methodist Church, MIRA etc. Some 
of these sections are very short and quite frustrating (I 
wanted to know more about the village Reading 
Room), others are much more informative, such as the 
piece on the church and that on the Fisher family. 
However, I am sure that this reflects the paucity of 
records on some aspects of village life. As a whole, the 
book is very well put together and illustrated by a 
wealth of photographs, maps and line drawings. It is 
good to see a village history which contains more than 
an chronological description of the parish; where 
relevant there has been the intention to place the village 
in its wider geographical and historical context.

Helen Edwards

RAGDALE HALL: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF
AN ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE
Roisin Isaacs
RagdaleHall 2001 ISlpp £12.95 ISBN 0954094603

'file Life mi fa

It is difficult to see who this book 
is aimed at. One suspects it is for 
those visiting the Health Hydro 
and also members of the families 
who once lived in the hall. I doubt 
whether devotees of local history 
will find it of great value. It is 
hardback with black and white 
pictures many of which are of 
people or family groups rather 
than the hall itself. There are 32 
pages of colour pictures many of 
them showing rooms and facilities of the health hydro 
but adding little to the 'history' of the hall. This 
reviewer was particularly interested in a nineteenth- 
century colour picture of the hall (pp 122-3), but could 
not find any details of the artist or the date. There is an 
index.

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications
DONINGTON LE HEATH MANOR HOUSE 
FAMILY CONNECTIONS 1086-1670 
Vanessa McLoughlin 16pp

ENDERBY IN 1881: A SNAPSHOT OF A VILLAGE 
Sylvia Walton 2001 144pp

GLENFIELD: MORE LIVES AND TIMES IN
PICTURES
Ken Russell (ed.) Leicestershire Libraries 2001
92pp ISBN 0850224373
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MALLORY PARK: PORTRAIT OF A COUNTRY
ESTATE
Gareth Evans Stowfields 2001 204pp ISBN
0951910264

UPPINGHAM IN 1851: A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF
A THRIVING TOWN
Uppingham Local History Group 2001 64pp ISBN
0954007603

CHURCHES

ST. HELEN'S CHURCH, ASHBY-DE-LA-
ZOUCH: THE RESTORATION OF THE
ANCIENT SUNDIAL
James Tyldesley
St Helen's PCC 2001 9pp

A short pamphlet that describes how the sundial on the 
side of St Helen's church was restored for the 
Millennium. As well as describing how the sundial 
worked and theories of how it was constructed, the 
pamphlet discusses who might have used it. The book 
also looks at who may have constructed it; the 
consensus opinion is that William Hastings 
commissioned the dial in the fifteenth century. It is an 
interesting work that would be useful to anyone 
interested in the technology of the sundial and the 
history of Ashby de la Zouch.

Lois Edwards

ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH LEICESTER: A SHORT 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
Peter A Scott 2001 42pp

'A short illustrated history' is an apt title for this 
collection of snippets on the various apsects of life at St 
Philip's church in Leicester. We are taken through its 
early history from 'tin church' to 'new church' right up 
to the present day following a fire in 1996 which gave 
the parish the opportunity to improve the facilities at 
the church. This involved dividing the original church 
in half and adding additional meeting rooms. This 
stapled booklet has been produced by photocopying 
and so some of the photographs, of which there are 
many, have not reproduced that well. There is a colour 
picture of the east window, designed by Karl Parsons, 

on the front cover.

For anybody who has had a 
connection with St Philip's in 
the past this is something they 
would be delighted to possess.

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications
GRAVEYARD MONUMENTS IN ENDERBY
PARISH CHURCHYARD
Enderby Heritage Group 2001 36pp

HISTORY OF STONEYGATE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 1901-2001 
Robert I Norman 2001 151 pp

PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
BROUGHTON ASTLEY: A HISTORY 
Antony Pritchett 2001 13pp

STORY OF UPPINGHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Margaret Stacey 2001 22pp

HEALTH, WELFARE AND EDUCATION

Recent publications
HISTORY OF CASTLE DONINGTON SCHOOLS 
AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
NATIONAL SYSTEM DURING THE 19TH AND 
EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
Christine Shardlow 2001 53pp

MORE THAN SENTIMENT: THE CO 
OPERATIVE COLLEGE AND ITS COMMUNITY 
SPIRIT 
David Lazell 2001 18pp

A SOCIABLE HISTORY: STANFORD HALL AND
ITS CO-OPERATIVE COLLEGE
David Lazell New Harmony 131pp ISBN
0953058611

INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

FOUNDATIONS OF FASHION: THE
SYMINGTON CORSETRY COLLECTION 1860-
1990
Philip Warren
Leicestershire Museums 2001 92pp ISBN
0850224365

Phillip Warren' s comprehensive book discusses the 
development of corsets and other under-garments made 
at Symington's factory in Market Harborough. The 
book is well designed and colourful, with many relevant 
illustrations. The information is clearly presented and 
the text is easy to read; it includes sections on the 
family, the factory and even the manufacture of the 
corsets. By default the book also follows the ever- 
increasing freedom of women's fashion. The book will 
appeal to those with an interest in fashion, the Market 
Harborough area or the Symington family. This book is 
thoroughly recommended.

Lois Edwards
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LUTTERWORTH ALEHOUSE KEEPERS 1753-
1827
Roger Little
Lutterworth Local History Group 2001 76pp
ISBN 0953211622

This small book has been comprehensively researched 
and provides valuable information on the hostelries in 
Lutterworth in the late eighteenth and the early 
nineteenth centuries. The book, which includes several 
useful appendices, is an ideal companion to the society's 
publication Lutterworth Pubs and would be enjoyed by 
anyone interested in the history of Lutterworth. It 
would be also useful for family historians who have 
ancestors who were publicans in Lutterworth.

Lois Edwards

Other recent publications
AVIATION IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND
RoyBonser Midland 2001 392pp ISBN
1857800893

and Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) football. As 
might be expected from the nature of these sports, it is 
predominantly, though not exclusively, concerned with 
the male element of the Irish community.

It is obviously the product of an immense amount of 
research, drawing on oral histories as well as a range of 
documentary sources. Photographs, cartoons, 
newspaper and journal articles, and occasional poems, 
give the book a quite attractive 'scrapbook' appearance, 
alongside the text itself. However, it is more than simply 
an account of these sports and their participants 
themselves. These are firmly placed within the wider 
framework of Irish history and culture. I found the 
introduction to the book and the chapter on boxing 
particularly illuminating in this respect - the latter 
examining the sport within the context of the 'fighting 
Irish' stereotype. Sporting Pat is clearly a labour of love 
by its author, Nessan Danaher. The price of just under 
£20 may cause some potential purchasers to hesitate, 
but at 252 pages it is a substantial work and a welcome 
addition to the literature of the Irish community in 
Leicester.

COLLYWESTON STONE SLATE: A GUIDE 
Collyweston Stone Slaters' Trust 2001 8pp

MEASHAM WARE
Margaret Beardsmore 2001 32pp

NATIONAL SERIES OF WATERWAY, TRAMWAY
AND RAILWAY ATLASES:
VOL. 5B LEICESTERSHIRE
G. L. Crowther 2001 62pp ISBN 1856152812

RAILWAYS THAT NEVER WERE: MIDLAND
LINES PROJECTED OR UNOPENED
John Gough Midland Railway Society 2001 15pp

SHADOWS OF THE PAST: LEICESTER EAST 
AIRFIELD (STOUGHTON): THE ROLE IT 
PLAYED IN WW2 
KenHarriman 2001 32pp

ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT

'SPORTING PAT' - THE STORY OF SPORT IN 
LEICESTER'S IRISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1800 
Nessan Danaher 
Leicester Irish Studies Workshop 2001 252pp

This is the first in a planned series of publications from 
the Irish Studies Workshop, based at Soar Valley 
College in Leicester, which will examine the history and 
culture of Leicester's Irish community from 1800 to the 
present. Future publications will look at the 1798 
Rebellion, Irish music, and the parish and people of St. 
Patrick's. Sporting Pat covers boxing, rugby, association 
football, horse-racing, tug-of-war, pool and skittles, as 
well as traditional Irish sports such as hurling, camogie

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

PRESENTING THE PALACE PAST: PATRONS'
REMINISCENCES OF IBSTOCK PALACE
CINEMA
Jim and Brenda Vaughan (eds.) 2001 87pp ISBN
0953305120

SOME VERY PERSONAL MEMORIES OF THE 
THEATRE ROYAL LEICESTER 
Frances Harris Tabby 2001 16pp

Book reviewers wanted!

Are you interested in joining our team of
reviewers? The task is not onerous, 

occurring only once each year, and guidance
on writing reviews is provided.

For more information, please contact
John Hinks, Reviews Editor, by telephone

(0116 233 0368) or e-mail:
jhinks@ntlworld.com
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Picture quiz -Leicester

Where was the above picture taken?

Who is depicted in the picture below and where is the sculpture?

Answers in the next edition of the Leicestershire Historian.
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