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Editorial

Welcome to the Millennium edition of the Leicester Historian. Our Australian connections continue with a 
contribution from geologist, Wolf Mayer, with an article about the son of John Throsby who emigrated as 
a surgeon on a convict ship in 18>02. Charles Throsby became Involved In the exploration of New South 
Wales, he was appointed a magistrate and served on the first legislative Council before tragically taking 
his own life when a friend's business venture, for which he had stood as guarantor, failed.

Two members of Leicester City Museums staff nave written articles In a slightly lighter vein. Stuart 
Warburton Introduces us to the sanitary habits of the citizens of Leicester and describes the ways In 
which the City Council have managed to cope with our waste. Cynthia Brown explains the science and 
practice of phrenology and seeks to account for Its popularity during the late Victorian period. lan Payne 
traces the Leicestershire connections of the famous Vicar of Bray and Includes his own arrangement of 
the 15th century ballad. John Rowley has provided a description of the ancient bounds of the parish of 
Scraptoft, complete with a map so that the more adventurous may like to try to Identify some of the 
landmarks In the modern landscape.

Gerald Rimmington adds to our knowledge of the religious history of Leicester with a biographical article 
on John Barnett of Blaby. Joyce Lee and Jon Pean continue their Investigations Into artefacts found In 
local villages and byways. This time they turn their attention to milestones and they will complete the 
theme with a survey of signposts and other distance markers In the next Issue of the Historian.

I am also pleased to include an article by Tony Rollings on a possible Leicestershire stock-breeder 
mentioned In Domesday Book. The piece is an extract from the PhP thesis of Pr Rollings who sadly died 
last year. It is published with the kind permission of his wife.

John Hinks has collected and edited a wide range of reviews of some of the prolific output from 
historians, amateur and professional, on Leicestershire history. My thanks go to him and his team. Alan 
McWhirr has, as usual, done a splendid job of organising the production of the Historian. He has also 
contributed an Informative article on Seeing the Past

I hope that once again we have collected a varied set of contributions on the places and people which make 
Leicestershire such an Interesting place to live. I am frequently surprised by the great amount of time 
and energy spent by the people of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland in following adult education 
courses and Investigating the history of their families and localities. It is to be hoped that proposed cuts 
In museum, library and adult education funding are not allowed to restrict these pursuits.

Helen Edwards

Editor: Helen Edwards. All contributions should be sent to the Editor, 
75 Westfield Road, Leicester, LE3 6HU.

Published by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
The Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, Leicester, LE1 5FQ.

Copyright © The Society and the individual authors 2000. 

ISSN 0024-0664

Printed by the Reprographic Unit, University of Leicester, 
designed and laid out by Alan McWhirr.
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Charles Throsby in Australia
' .-^f ̂ JIP-.ji: :;:... Wolf Mayer

In June 1802, the convict transport 'Coromandel' 
entered Sydney Harbour after a record-breaking 
voyage from Spithead of just 121 days. 1 The ship's 

young surgeon, Charles Throsby, a descendent of a 
well-known family in the Leicester district, was destined 
to play an important role in the fledgling colony of New 
South Wales. His considerable contributions to the 
young country as a surgeon, administrator, magistrate, 
farmer and legislator have all been recognised. 
However, he is best remembered today as an explorer 
and as the discoverer of the district that now forms the 
Australian Capital Territory, the site of Canberra.

Charles Throsby was born in 
17772 (some sources say 1771), in 
the village of Glenfield, then 
located in the rural surrounds of 
Leicester. His father, John Throsby 
was a well known local dignatory 
for his books on the history of 
Leicestershire. Nicolas Throsby, 
Charles' grandfather, had been 
alderman and mayor of Leicester.

Young Charles Throsby chose a 
career in medicine. He joined the 
Royal Navy as assistant surgeon 
and was promoted to surgeon 
before he and his wife Jane began 
their long journey to Sydney.

He must have been a good and 
caring doctor as only one of the 138 
convicts in his charge died during

years would prove a difficult and testing time for the 
young migrant.

Some six months after Throsby's arrival at Newcastle 
Lieutenant Menzies, the commandant of the settlement, 
resigned. He was succeeded by an Ensign who, within 
weeks, had to be replaced 'in consequence of a mental 
derangement'. 6 Governor King then took the unusual 
step of appointing Charles Throsby, a non-military 
man, to the post of commandant. This put the surgeon 
in charge of the small detachment of troops that 
guarded the settlement. It gave him responsibility for 
the convicts and the supervision of their work in the 

mining of coal, felling of timber, 
and farming. He also had to deal 
with all shipments of goods and 
commodities to Sydney and 
elsewhere, with the upholding of 
justice and with the performance 
of his medical duties. Given the 
violent nature of many of the 130 
convicts in his charge, their 
occasional attempts to escape, 
and the lax character of some of 
his soldiers, this was a truly 
daunting task. His assistant 
surgeon's salary of £91 5s Od, 7 
with an additional allowance 
from the Governor of £50 Os 
Od, 5 was hardly adequate 
compensation for the great 
responsibilities of his work. It is 
not surprising that his health 
became affected.

the voyage (more than 1/3 lost their _. . T. . ..,-,-,.    . _.,,. ... , Charles Throsby 1777-1828 reproduced from a 
lives on a ship that arrived later that ... . , , . .

painting on ivory. Artist and date unknown.
year after 220 days at sea). 1 The 
healthy state of both convicts and settlers on their 
arrival in Sydney earned Throsby the compliments of 
Governor King.3

Charles Throsby was one of the first surgeons of a 
convict ship who chose to settle in Australia. He was 
given a position as assistant surgeon and magistrate at 
Castle Hill, then a settlement some 20 miles from 
Sydney but now one of its outer suburbs.

Two years later he was appointed 'to the medical duty' 
and 'to act as magistrate'4 at Newcastle, where the 
colony's first coal had been discovered. Although only 
100 miles from Sydney by road today, it was then a 
distant settlement that could only be reached by ship. It 
was a place to which some of the colony's most 
troublesome convicts were sent ('the most flagitious 
characters', as Governor King put it). 5 The next five

In 1809, he asked permission to 
resign on account of ill health, a 

request which was granted.8 Following the practice of 
that time, he was given a grant of land in recognition of 
his services to the Government and the colony. Charles 
Throsby became a free settler and the owner of two 
farms to the west of Sydney. On the larger of these 
(about 950 acres) he built his homestead and called it 
'Glenfield' after the place of his birth in Leicestershire.9 
The smaller farm (of 550 acres) he called 'Smeeton', 
possibly after the village of Smeeton Westerby to the 
south of Leicester. Throsby showed his enduring 
attachment to the land of his youth by naming further 
lands he acquired in the 1820s 'Anstey', 'Bradgate' and 
'Walton', 10 all place names with a Leicestershire 
connection. He became a very successful farmer and 
owned some 20,000 acres and large herds of cattle at 
the time of his death.

Now that he was relieved of most of his government
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'Glenfield', Charles Throsby's house built in 1810/11 and 
completed in 1817.

duties he developed a keen interest in exploration. He 
made a number of successful journeys of discovery to 
the south and west of Sydney, well beyond the fringes of 
settled land. In 1813, a route had been found across the 
Blue Mountains, a range that had previously barred 
Sydney's westward expansion. Soon after, the rich 
farmlands on the western plains were taken up by 
settlers, and the town of Bathurst was established. 
However, the mountain crossing was difficult and 
hazardous. It was Throsby who, in 1819, discovered an 
easier route to Bathurst together with large tracts of 
fertile agricultural land. A grateful Governor Macquarie 
issued a Government and General Order announcing 
the 'happy result' of Throsby's enterprise and awarded 
him 1,000 acres of land in the new districts he had 
discovered. The explorer chose an area of grass land 
that was lightly wooded, about halfway between Sydney 
and today's Canberra.

The discovery of a large lake to the south of Throsby's 
new estate, and information from the Aborigines that a 
major river was located some two days' journey beyond 
its shores, prompted Governor Macquarie in 1820 to 
make a tour of inspection of the 'new country'. When 
he saw the land which Throsby had chosen as his 
reward, the Governor named it 'Throsby Park', which 
he believed to be 'a designation particularly suitable and 
appropriate to this beautiful park-like ground'. 12 When 
the party reached the large lake, he called it Lake 
George, in honour of George IV. 13

Throsby, who had hoped that the predicted river 
beyond the lake would flow to the south coast of New 
South Wales and perhaps provide a navigable 
communication with the interior, travelled ahead of the 
Governor's party in search of it. While he failed to find 
the river, he became the first white man to set foot on 
land that some 88 years later would be chosen as the 
site of Canberra, the Nation's Capital.

Throsby was persistent in his efforts to locate the 
potentially important waterway. He despatched his 
nephew, Charles Throsby Smith, 14 with a small party in 
search of it. When this attempt failed, he himself,

despite his deteriorating health, set out once more in 
1821 and reached what we now know as the 
Murrumbidgee River to the west of present-day 
Canberra. To his great disappointment he found that the 
river did not flow towards the coast, as he had so 
fervently hoped, but took an inland course instead. 15 
However his journey was not in vain as he discovered 
rich farmlands on his way which were occupied by 
settlers within just a few years.

Charles Throsby's exploring days were now over, the 
privations of many expeditions had taken their toll. He 
contented himself with the farming of his land and the 
performance of his duties as a Magistrate. However, in 
1825, his career took another turn. Following popular 
demand by the colonists, the first Legislative Council was 
established in New South Wales to act as an advisory 
body to the Governor. In a warrant issued by King 
George IV, Charles Throsby was appointed to this 
Council. He served on it for a period of three years, 
before he died in tragic circumstances by his own hand.

Some 17 years earlier17 he had agreed to stand guarantor 
in the business venture of a friend. The enterprise failed, 
the friend died and Throsby was called on to pay the 
principal and interest. The party who claimed the money, 
some £4,000, took him to court in 1817 and lost. They 
tried again in 1828 and this time the verdict favoured 
them.

It has been said that Throsby committed suicide so that 
he would not become a burden to his family. However, 
Governor Darling, in his report to the Colonial Office in 
London, expressed his bewilderment at Throsby's action 
and pointed out that the latter 'was possessed of 
considerable landed property' 17 and, by implication, 
could have paid the large amount involved. It seems 
more likely that Throsby was devastated by the perceived 
unfairness of the verdict (the claimant was then one of 
the richest men in Australia) and, given his poor health 
and depressed state of mind, he may have decided to put 
an end to it all. He was buried in the old St. Luke's 
cemetery at Liverpool in western Sydney.

As Charles Throsby and his wife Jane had been childless, 
his nephew, the son of his brother John, and also called 
Charles, became his heir. Along with several other 
nephews and nieces, Charles junior, a lawyer by 
profession, had followed his uncle to Australia where he

Coach House at Glenfield next to the main house.
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abandoned the law in favour of farming. It was he who, 
in 1823, built first a cottage and, 11 years later, the 
house at Throsby Park, which he made his home. 10 
Jane Throsby, Charles' widow, continued to live at 
'Glenfield' until her death in 1838. She joined her 
husband in the same grave.

Throsby Park remained in the family until 1975, when 
it was sold to the New South Wales Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Much money has been spent in restoring the 
homestead which is open to visitors on two occasions 
each year. Miss Delicia Throsby, the great-great-grand 
niece of the explorer, still occupies the back part of the 
house.

Charles Throsby appears to have been a kind and 
considerate man. He was well regarded by his convict 
servants, some of whom stayed with him long after 
their sentences had expired. 9 His caring attitude 
towards the local Aborigines, whose lot he tried to 
improve, was well known around Glenfield. He is said 
to have been a somewhat humourless man and subject 
to fits of anger (he quarrelled bitterly with one of his 
nephews, Charles Throsby Smith, after the latter had 
failed to find the elusive great river and had even 
expressed doubts about its existence).

Although Throsby corresponded with relatives and 
friends in England, only one of his letters appears to be 
on record. A friend passed it on to a newspaper, the 
Wolverhampton Chronicle, which printed it in 1821. The 
same letter appeared later in that year in The Times of 
London. 18

The explorer's achievements have been recognised by 
the naming of several streets in the western parts of 
Sydney, in Canberra and the nearby town of 
Queanbeyan in his honour. One of the future suburbs 
in the rapidly expanding northern part of Canberra, 
planned but as yet unbuilt, has been given the name 
Throsby. This is a fitting way to preserve the memory 
of the man who led the way to the land where 
Australia's Capital City now stands. It also gives public 
recognition to a historic link between a long- 
established Leicestershire family, their Australian 
descendants and the young city of Canberra.

Notes
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at the University of Canberra. Since 1996 (semi-retired), 
visiting fellow in the Geology Department at the 
Australian National University in Canberra.

He became interested in in the history of geological 
exploration in New South Wales and this took him back 
to the journals of the early explorers who, to his surprise, 
had made many observations on the landscape and the 
rock formations they encountered on their travels. This, in 
turn, created an interest in Charles Throsby, who had 
made the most significant contributions to the discovery 
of the Canberra district.

Wolf Mayer, Visiting Fellow in the Geology Department, 
The Australian National University.Canberra ACT 0200, 
Australia.
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A County Connection of the 'Vicar of Bray'
lan Payne

'In Good King Charles's golden days', begins the old 
rhyme, there lived at Bray in Berkshire an unprincipled 
vicar whose main aim in life was to remain in his post at 
all costs, come hell or high water. His story is celebrated 
in 'The Vicar of Bray', an 18th-century ballad so 
attractive that the American composer Percy Grainger 
(1882-1961) arranged a version of the tune in his 
much-loved piano piece, 'Country Gardens'. 1 Whether 
fact or fiction, this vicar's versatility had become part of 
Berkshire folklore by 1662, when the Cambridge 
historian, Thomas Fuller, while trawling the counties of 
England for details of local people of note, discovered 
that the vicar was the subject of a quaint proverb   
'The Vicar of Bray will be Vicar of Bray still'   with 
which he headed the following description of the 
legend:

The Vivacious Vicar hereof living under King 
Henry the 8[th], King Edward the 6[th], Queen 
Mary and Queen Elizabeth, was first a Papist, 
then a Protestant, then a Papist, then a 
Protestant again. He had seen some Martyrs 
burnt (two miles off) at Windsor, and found this 
fire too hot for his tender temper. This Vicar 
being taxed by one for being a Turn-coat, and an 
unconstant Changeling, 'Not so', said he, 'for I 
alwaies kept my Principle, which is this, to live 
and die the Vicar of Bray'. Such many now 
adayes, who though they cannot turn the wind, 
will turn their Mil[l]s, and set them so that 
wheresoever it bloweth, their Grist shall certainly 
be grinded.2

This much is common knowledge: what is less well 
known, as we shall see, is the fact that one early vicar 
was a member of a family which developed strong 
Leicestershire connections.

The period outlined by Fuller was difficult for the 
clergy. Henry VIII died in 1547; two years later, during 
the reign of his son Edward VI (1547-53), the old 
Catholic liturgy was officially replaced by the first, and 
very Protestant, Church of England Prayer Book, 
sealing a change in religious polarity which would have 
troubled many English people. More traumatic still, 
especially for those unfortunate clergymen who had 
married during Edward's reign and whose children 
would be declared illegitimate by the new regime, was 
the abrupt return to Catholicism instituted in 1554 by 
the fanatical Mary I, dubbed 'Bloody Mary' for her 
religious persecutions and executions. Finally, following 
the death of Mary in 1558, the accession of Elizabeth I 
in November of that year saw the return of 
Protestantism and the imposition of yet another English 
Prayer Book (1559), which remained in force until

Cromwell abolished it almost a hundred years later, and 
a version of which is in use today.

Any clergyman who could cling to office through such 
tempestuous times must have had some strength of 
character, but history has judged the Vicar of Bray 
harshly for his tenacity. More than a century after Fuller 
wrote, his story was retold by Isaac D'lsraeli 
(1776-1848), father of the Victorian prime minister, 
who confirmed that 'This vivacious and reverend hero 
has given birth to a proverb peculiar to this county'. 3 
Although the popular ballad transports the vicar into 
the 18th century, however, the roots of Fuller's legend 
lie in the 16th century, and one recent commentator, 
having reviewed the merits of four possible candidates 
for the semi-legendary vicar (including the Revd 
Thomas Brown, vicar from 1709 until his death in 
1759), concludes that Simon Alien (one of a pair of 
historical 16th- century incumbents who might have 
provided Fuller with his cleric) is still 'most often 
credited as being the vicar of Bray of the legend'.4

The earlier of this pair of Tudor candidates, Simon 
Symonds, was vicar of Bray between 1523 and 1548,5 
and could possibly have witnessed the burning of 
martyrs at Windsor (in July 1544) referred to by Fuller. 
But Symonds resigned the living on the eve of the 
liturgical Reformation and certainly did not die in 
office, whereas Simon Alien, the other candidate, was 
vicar by March 1557 (or possibly 1558) until his death 
in office shortly before May 1565, and may have served 
under both Catholic and Protestant regimes.6 This old 
legend, like many others, contains at least a grain of 
truth, and although Fuller's gossipy local sources 
exaggerated the length of his vicar's tenure at Bray, 
Alien remains the best candidate   despite the fact that 
Fuller's story lost nothing in the telling, and magnified 
the vicar's achievement with a vividness that today's 
tabloid press would relish. An Oxford man, Alien took 
three degrees from Brasenose College and held 
numerous livings, including a canonry at St George's 
Chapel, Windsor Castle, until his death sometime 
before May 1565. True to his principle, Alien was still 
vicar of Bray at the time of his death, though contrary to 
popular belief he did hold strong religious views. 
Described as a 'fanatical reformer' at Windsor in 1561 
Alien, in concert with a handful of like-minded 
colleagues, called a fellow canon 'a manifest papist, a 
maynteyner of supersticion as Aulters crosses and 
candellis', leading to an investigation of his opponent's 
views by royal officials.

What, then, is Simon's Leicestershire connection? To 
discover this we must look at his relationship to another 
Tudor clergyman, Thomas Alien, rector of Stevenage in
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Hertfordshire, who founded three schools, including 
Alleyne's School in Stevenage. His will, dated 20 May 
1558 and proved on 17 February 1559, contains the 
following entry:

I give and bequeth to my kuynnesman M[aste]r 
Symon [Alien] vicar of Cookesam [sic] and Braye 
one lettill white silv[er] Cuppe w[i]t[h] a 
fetherbedde bolster and a coveringe & also one of 
my fyne [?or 'fyve'] surpl[ic]es'. 9

Thomas had an influential brother, Ralph, a London 
grocer and alderman; 10 but it is to his only son, James, 11 
that Leicestershire owes its strongest and most enduring 
link with the Alien family.

Simon's precise relationship to Thomas, and therefore 
to James, is unclear. There is no hard evidence that 
Simon was a cousin of Thomas, as has been claimed, 12 
though the term 'kinsman' usually indicates blood 
relationship and their shared surname strongly supports 
such a conclusion. Equally obscure are the Alien 
family's origins. Thomas's will mentions his 
connections in a number of counties, especially 
Derbyshire and Staffordshire, even though Simon is 
said by Emden to have been a Lancastrian. Perhaps 
Thomas was a north-westerner, too, though his will 
provides no evidence for this. Further, despite his 
brother Ralph's strong links with the capital, the old 
statement that Thomas was a son of Sir John Alien, 
Lord Mayor of London, has been discredited. 14 Finally, 
to add to the confusion, Thomas, rector of Stevenage, is 
claimed as an alumnus by both Oxford and Cambridge: 
Exeter College, Oxford, has the stronger claim, but the 
fact that this man is said to have entered Oxford from 
the Salisbury area, 15 together with the lack of any 
evidence of his incorporation (i.e. receipt of an 
equivalent degree) at Cambridge, where our Thomas 
Alien had very strong ties to Trinity College by the time 
of his death, 16 are obstacles to this theory. For the 
moment, therefore, the jury is still out; and it is not 
impossible that these university entries may even 
conflate some biographical details of more than one 
man.

We conclude by returning to firmer ground in 
Leicestershire and to Thomas Fuller, who, when he 
came to survey this county's proverbs, could find 
nothing quite so memorable as his Berkshire story. But 
there is some irony for the Leicestershire Aliens in the 
proverb that he chose: 'Shake a Leicester-shire Yeoman 
by the Collar, and you shall hear the Beans rattle in his 
belly'. This refers directly to the plentiful growth of 
beans in the county; but it also hints at the great wealth 
of those yeomen who, when folk from neighbouring 
counties jest in this way, 'smile at what is said to rattle... 
whilst they know good silver ringeth in their Pockets' 
because 'their plenty argueth the goodnesse of their 
ground'. It was with one of the richest county yeoman 
families, the Wards of Carlton Curlieu, 18 that the Aliens

intermarried in their new Leicestershire home, setting 
the seal of permanence on their yeoman-gentry status.

Thomas Alien held several English manors; but his only 
Leicestershire manor was at Whetstone, with additional 
property (or 'appurtenances') in nearby Blaby and 
Countesthorpe, and it was here that Thomas settled 
James and his family for posterity. By his will, Thomas 
granted James and his heirs a yearly rent of £10 from 
the manor, which he had devised to Trinity College, 
Cambridge, with the proviso that for 50 years after 
Thomas's death the College should 'demyse, graunte 
and left to farme the said manor... unto the said James'. 
Trinity duly became lord of the manor, and was still 
leasing property to many other local tenants 19 in the 
mid-1800s. Simon would have had no obvious reason 
to set foot in this county; and even Thomas may only 
have visited his manor at Whetstone from time to time 
(his steward probably saw to that duty on his behalf). 
But the 1619 visitation pedigree strongly implies that 
James, described as 'of Sherlande' (Derbyshire) in his 
father's will, fathered four sons at Whetstone; and all of 
these certainly had children who are well recorded in 
the parish register. Most of their descendants were 
yeomen and smaller tenant farmers, with the odd 
victualler, maltster and publican added for good

nn

measure. The result of all this activity is that the Alien 
clan flourished at Whetstone and its environs well into 
the 19th century, and their descendants in the county 
  who can all claim distant kinship with Fuller's Vicar 
of Bray   must by now be legion.

Notes

Thanks are due to the staffs of the Berkshire and Wiltshire 
County Record Offices, and to the Revd George Ripath, for 
providing some of the information on which this article is 
based. I am especially grateful to Dr Babette Evans, for 
reading the piece in draft and for many helpful comments, all 
of which I have incorporated in the text.
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(author of the famous county history) and said to have 
been penned by an army officer in the reign of George I 
(1714-27), is printed in C. Kerry, The History and 
Antiquities of the Hundred of Bray (London, 1861), 185-6.

2. The History of the Worthies of England (London, 1662), 82-3.
3. Curiosities of Literature, new ed. in 3 vols (London, 1824), 

i. 344-5. This author draws an amusing parallel with one 
Dr Kitchen, Bishop of LJandaf, who rose from being an 
'idle abbot' under Henry VIII to serve as a 'busy bishop' 
under Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth. Rather like the 
vicar of Bray, 'A pun spread the odium of his name; for 
they said that he had always loved the Kitchen better than 
the Church!'.

4. The Revd George Ripath (the present incumbent), writing 
in the revised edition by R. Russell of Nan Birney, Bray 
Today GfYesterday (London, 1973; rev. ed. 1998), 11, 
14-15.

5. See The Oxford Companion to English Literature, 5th ed.
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(Oxford, 1985), 1027, which claims (wrongly) that Fuller 
names Symonds as vicar. Symonds was instituted to Bray 
on 14 March 1522/3 (see C. Kerry, The History and 
Antiquities of the Hundred of Bray, 59) and had resigned by 
21 February 1548, when he was replaced, not immediately 
by Alien as is usually stated, but by William Staverton 
(information supplied by Trowbridge, Wiltshire County 
Record Office, from Bishop's Register D1/2/14, fol. 98, 
and D1/2/16 1st section, fol. 38, respectively). Staverton 
does not appear in the university registers of Emden or 
Venn: but Kerry confirms that this local ex- chantry-priest 
was still alive in 1555; and the Revd Ripath states that a 
report (a precise source- reference is not provided) of the 
following year declared that the church was ruinous and 
there was no vicar. In August 1556, according to the Revd 
Ripath, one Alexander Barlo was instituted; Alien had 
replaced him by '23 March 1557" (the date given by 
Ripath, who does not, however, state whether this date is 
New or Old Style, so could actually be 1558), the date of 
an unspecified probate document in which he is described 
as 'Vicar of Cookham and Bray' (see above, note 4). 
(Alien had been vicar of neighbouring Cookham since 
1554: see V.C.H. Berkshire, iii. 125.)

6. For the identification, see C. Kerry, The History and
Antiquities of the Hundred of Bray, 59; V.C.H. Berkshire, iii. 
Ill (stating that his tenure of the vicarage fell between 
1538 and 1565); and A.B. Emden, A Biographical Register 
of the University o/Ox/ordL(Oxford, 1974), 5.1 have been 
unable to discover the date of Alien's institution, but see 
above, note 5. His replacement was inducted to Bray on 
17 May 1565 (information supplied by Wiltshire CRO, 
from Bishop's Register D1/2/16 2nd section, fol. 15).

7. M. Bond, The Inventories ofSt George's Chapel. Windsor 
Castle' 1384-1667 (Windsor, 1947), 21. See also The 
Manuscripts ofSt George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, ed. J. 
Dalton (Windsor, 1957), 503.

8. See D. De Salis and R. Stephens, 'An Innings Well Played': 
The Story ofAlleyne's School, Stevenage, 1558-1989 
(Stevenage, 1989), 11-23. His other schools were at Stone 
and Uttoxeter (but Alleyn's School at Dulwich is not of 
Thomas's foundation, being founded in 1613 by Edward 
Alleyn, the actor, who was no relation).

9. London, Public Record Office, PROB 11/42A, fols 305v-8r 
(at fol. 306v).

10. See A.B. Beaven, The Aldermen of the City of London
(London, 1908-13), i. 4, 24; ii. 30, 169. He died early in 
1547: PRO, PROB 11/31, fols 216r-v.

11. Visitation of Leicester (1619), Harleian Society, II (London, 
1870), 109. This traces James's descent from Thomas, 
whose arms are described as Per pale Argent and Sable, a

chevron between three talbots passant, all counterchanged, the 
talbots collared Or. (The arms are discussed in De Salis and 
Stephens, 13, and reproduced in the school's shield on the 
cover.)

12. De Salis and Stephens, 'An Innings Wett Played', 17.
13. Emden, Register of the University of Oxford, 5; Venn's 

Alumni Cantabrigiensis, Part I/iv (Cambridge, 1922), 19, 
quoting his will, suggests that he may have come from 
Sudbury or Sherburn, Derbyshire.

14. See Venn (above, note 13). The arms of Sir John, the 
Lord Mayor, are totally different from the rector's.

15. Emden (above, note 6).
16. Venn (above, note 13); see also the sources cited in notes 

8 and 9 for ample evidence of Alien's Trinity connections.
17. History of the Worthies of England 126.
18. For the Wards, see W.G. Hoskins, 'The Leicestershire 

Farmer in the 16th Century', Transactions of the 
Leicestershire Archaeological Society, 22 (1944-5), 38-9; and 
I. Payne, 'Further Light on the Manors of Burton Overy', 
Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological Society, 73 
(1999). For the Alien and Ward link, see Visitation of 
Leicester (1619), 83 and 109: John Ward of Knighton is 
identical with the fifth son of John Ward of Carlton whose 
daughter, Elizabeth, married James Alien's eldest son, 
Thomas (see below, note 20).

19. See Thomas's will (above, note 9); and J. Nichols, History 
and Antiquities of Leicestershire, 4 vols (London, 
1791-1815), iv. 165-6.

20. There are many Alien wills in the Leicestershire Record 
Office. In the main line from James was his eldest son, 
Thomas, whose will (proved in March 1622) mentions his 
annuity of £10 'yssuinge and goeinge out of the lances 
tenementes and heriditamentes in Wheston [sic] ] Blaby 
and Countesthorpe belongeinge to' Trinity College. A 
century later, the will of his descendant, another James 
Alien, gent. (1729), reveals purchases of land in 
Whetstone and Willoughby Waterless, in addition to a 
'messuage or tenement... in Whetstone ... in which I do 
now inhabet', which he leased from Trinity. In 1775 the 
County Pott Book, 91, shows that four members of the 
family were resident freeholders with houses and land in 
Whetstone. Although the main line from Thomas's son, 
James, can be traced through many generations (one of 
which includes James, d. 1729, and mentions marriage 
with some well-known yeoman or yeoman-gentry 
families), connected pedigrees for the collateral branches 
are often less certain, owing to the sheer numbers of the 
descendants of the original James's four sons, many of 
whom share common Christian names.

The Society stocks back numbers of some volumes of the Leicestershire 
Historian and also back numbers of Transactions. If you would like to know 
what is available write to the Honorary Librarian, Mr A W Stevenson, 
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, The Guildhall, Guildhall 
Lane, Leicester LE1 5 FQ.
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A Leicestershire stock-breeder in Domesday Book?
Anthony Rollings

At the beginning of most of the shires recorded in 
Domesday Book, there is a list of tenentes or 
persons holding land therein. The list is 

enumerated; every landholder in the county has a 
number. Not unnaturally, King William heads the list in 
every shire, but thereafter a variety of practice occurs. 
In general the 'lords spiritual' would seem to follow the 
king, but after that the order of precedence seems to 
follow the perceived rank of the tenant, and not the 
extent of his holding, either within the shire or 
elsewhere. This is important because it enables us to 
determine the status of an individual as seen by his 
contemporaries. The humblest of the tenentes, the last in 
all the county lists, are the taint regis, or servi regis, the 
king's thanes, but it is important to remember that they 
are tenants-in-chief, they hold directly of the king.

The list of Leicestershire tenentes numbers forty four, in 
which number thirty five is one Durand Malet, but to 
determine his true position in what we may regard as 
the county 'pecking order' we have to ignore earl Hugh 
(of Chester), kinsman of the king, who should have 
appeared at number thirteen, but who was omitted due 
to a scribal error, and inserted at number forty three.2 
Thus, Durand Malet is eighth from the bottom of a list 
of forty-four tenentes, a relatively insignificant position.

Durand is not the only 'Males' to appear in Domesday 
Book: Robert Malet and William Malet, both holding 
lands in Suffolk and Essex may have been relatives, but 
Durand is not dependent on them in any way, he is 
tenant-in-chief in his own right.. Clearly he is in a small 
way of business so far as Leicestershire is concerned: his 
lands in that county comprise five carucates in 
Burton-on-the-Wolds, one and a half carucates in 
Prestwold together with forty acres of meadow, and one 
carucate of waste together with five acres of meadow in 
neighbouring Wymeswold. In Burton-on-the-Wolds, he 
is in illustrious company. His neighbours in that vill are 
Earl Hugh and Geoffrey de la Guerche. Earl Hugh, Earl 
of Chester, otherwise known as Hugh Lupus, or 'the 
wolf of Avranches' was a character as colourful as his 
titles. More importantly he was a close kinsman of the 
king, and probably the most powerful subject in the 
land. Geoffrey de la Guerche held land in six counties, 
and was the holder of one of the four extensive 
sokelands of Leicestershire, that of Melton Mowbray. 
However, Durand held land in other counties as well. 
In Nottinghamshire he appears as number twenty-six 
out of a total of thirty, which includes the king's thanes. 
His holding in Nottinghamshire is minute: he has half a 
carucate and twelve acres of meadow, in Owthorp, 
adjoining the extensive Owthorp Wolds. He also has, 
however, a somewhat larger holding in Lincolnshire.

Here, he is forty-fourth out of seventy among the 
tenentes of that shire. In Lincolnshire, Durand Malet 
holds land in ten manors, with a berewick, four 
sokelands and other appurtenances totalling some 
twenty eight ploughlands, carucata, 731 acres of 
pasture, 170 acres of brushwood, the proceeds of two 
and-a-half mills and two-and-a-half churches, with two 
priests and a salthouse, salina. On some of his lands he 
collected the tailla, amounting to £3-13s. 3 Part of 
Durand Malet's Lincolnshire holding was disputed: in 
the clamores of the North Riding (of the old kingdom of 
Lindsey) the jurors held that the two bovates Durand 
held at Great Cotes belonged to Alfred of Lincoln (a 
more conspicuous figure than Durand Malet in that 
county, he is 27th as against 44th in the list of tenentes) 
but that Durand held soc over it and the three villeins 
who belonged to it.

The interesting thing about Durand Malet's land is that 
it is all in wealden country, all on the wolds. His 
Lincolnshire lands form a kind of quadrant formed by 
radii running north and east from Market Rasen to a 
circumference formed by the south bank of the Humber 
estuary, and they include Cuxwold, which incorporates 
the place-name element, Irby, Cabourn, Linwood and 
Nettleton, all in the North Lincolnshire Wolds. All his 
Leicestershire lands incorporate the place-name 
element 'wold' and Owthorp, his land in 
Nottinghamshire, abuts an extensive area known as 
Owthorp wolds (SK 330660). The fact that Durand 
Malet's land consists almost exclusively of wolds may 
be purely coincidental, but it is a strange coincidence, 
and may be worth further consideration. First, it is 
worth deciding what we mean by 'wolds'. Since 
Anglo-Saxon times a distinction has been drawn 
between 'wold', 'wald' or '(w)old' end 'forest'. In 
Anglo-Saxon and Mediaeval times, wolds were:

'pastures supporting a scattering of trees, with 
larger stands here and there, (which) made ideal, 
well sheltered grazing grounds. Foliage within 
reach of browsing animals, the mast of beech and 
oak and the leaves of fallen trees provided 
sustenance for livestock; stands could be 
managed in such a way as to provide browse, cut 
from trees and spread out for feeding.''

Durand Malet had a total of 788 acres of pasture, pratis, 
and in addition 170 acres of brushwood, silva minuta. 
He was clearly able to practise grazing on some scale. 
No doubt he grazed all kinds of animals, but certain 
features of the account of his Lincolnshire lands point 
to a kind of specialism. Among the variations in phrase 
which occur in the Domesday accounts of ploughland is

8
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terra est x bovibus, instead of the more usual terra est x 
carucis, 'there is land for x oxen' rather than 'there is 
land for x ploughs'. This variation is not confined to the 
lands of Durand Malet, nor is it confined to 
Lincolnshire, where it occurs frequently. However, on 
his manor of Navenby, Durand had a single carucate of 
taxable land, but land for ten oxen. In Claxby, a 
jurisdiction of Wykeham, he had five bovates of land, 
but land for ten oxen. In his manor of Rothwell, Durand 
had twice as much land for ploughing, terra duplicitum ad 
arandum, as was being ploughed. It appears likely that 
the oxen grazing on Durand Malet's notable collection 
of wolds were being bred for sale to other regions. 5 This 
makes him something more than a very minor landlord; 
he is a business-man, an entrepreneur, with a plant to 
develop his product and a product to sell. Durand Malet 
did not hold enough land to derive sufficient wealth from 
rents and capital value alone, or to invest in land on a 
scale large enough for his market operations to yield a 
fitting competence as could his superiors, so he 
'diversified' as a stock-breeder.

Any attempt to 'flesh out' the figure of Durand Malet 
further involves pure speculation, but he might be seen 
as an 'upwardly mobile' king's thane, originally granted 
some of the lands held in 1066 by Rothulfr, his principal

antecessor, and having sufficient acumen to use his land 
profitably, acquired other lands of other antecessores, 
tangling with the influential Alfred of Lincoln in the 
process, not only in Lincolnshire, but also in 
Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire, where we find 
him in 1086 in the wolds overlooking the valley of the 
River Soar. Mrs Thatcher would have been proud of 
him.

Notes

1. The Domesday Survey of Leicestershire, ed. Philip 
Morgan, Phillimore, 1979.

2. Index to Domesday Book, Part Two, Persons, ed. 
J.McN.Dodgson and JJ.N.Palmer, Chichester, 
1992.

3. The Domesday Survey of Leicestershire, ed. Philip 
Morgan, Phillimore, 1979.

4. H.S.A.Fox, 'The People of the Wolds in 
Settlement History', in Aston, Austin and Dyer, 
eds. The Rural Settlements of Mediaeval England, 
1989.

5. S.PJ.Harvey, 'Taxation and the Ploughland in 
Domesday Book', in P.H.Sawyer, ed. Domesday 
Book, a Reassessment, Arnold, 1987.

Can you identify this school?
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The Ancient Bounds of Scraptoft
John W Rowley

S craptoft was one of the few Leicestershire manors 
owned by Coventry Cathedral Priory. It was given 

to the priory by Leofric, Earl of Mercia, as part of the 
foundation gift in 1042. Two of the Priory's cartularies 
have disappeared since they were cited by W. Dugdale 
in Monasticon Anglicanum 1 , but one survives and 
amongst its leaves is a description of the ancient 
boundary of Scraptoft made at the end of the 
fourteenth century2 . It is possible to follow the 
directions of this charter on the modern map and many 
of the features it mentions remain in the landscape 
today. The document was written in medieval latin and 
covers two leaves; the first contains the description of 
the boundary (258v) and the second (259r) recites the 
confirmation by Richard II at Westminster, dated 4th 
May 1385. The following is a translation of the first 
leaf.

We begin where Hamilton Lane crosses the boundary 
between Hamilton and Scraptoft.

Travel eastwards along the mere to Hamilton meadow,

known as Blythesyche, from there southwards a little (along 
the end of a furlong) and then directly eastwards to 
ffenesealesyche, the eastern half of which belongs to Scraptoft. 
Descend in a northerly direction along the outside of the 
meadow to the boundary with Beeby called Quaquefen', here 
Scraptoft field is sown with wheat and barley. Turn 
eastwards and follow this mere to Longforthforlonges, turn 
north and go to the ends of the selions of the furlong, follow 
the ends of the selions then climb a little (along the eastern 
side of the furlong) back to Longforlongmere, this extends 
to Longforlonggate (the road between Scraptoft and 
Beeby). Travel down the road to Beeby meadow, by the 
river, and from here eastwards going between the meadow 
and the selions of Scraptoft field to a stone marker by the 
river. Cross the river to another marker stone directly 
opposite, this divides the meadow between Scraptoft and 
Beeby. Ascend the hill travelling between Beeby and 
Scraptoft up to Brymbylmere, then follow this mere to the top 
of the hill and on to Kayam mere (Keyham), Scraptoft field 
here is sown with peas. Turn southerly and descend along the 
edge of the furlong, skirting two nooks of land at the bottom

The ancient parish of Scraptoft

Longforthfortonges rivulus 
Quaquesen 1 \ Longforlongmere /

Road to Beby 
(footpath)

Kirkedalys

Humburston

Humburston mere

Til
ffensealesyche\ Wheat & Barley 

neadowe

Inggwarby mere

miles K Marker Stone
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Another school to identify

Three pictures in this edition of the Leicestershire Historian have been supplied by Angela Cutting of the 
Living History Unit, Leicester City Council, who would like readers to help her identify their location. They 
appear on pages 9 and 20 in addition to this one. If you have any ideas please send them to the editor in the 
first instance.

Continued from page 10

of the furlong, this leads to BlakehuUbroke. Follow the river 
(eastwards) to the other mere with Kayam then follow this 
mere climbing to a headland by Schatteburysyche, from here 
continue southwards following the syche, and its stream, to a 
road at the top called Oldehadis (Covert Lane). And so, 
directly eastwards along this road to Inggwarbymere 
(Ingarsby), follow this mere in a southerly direction down to 
a meadow, called Iwyngarshalle, and on to the river. Travel 
along the river in a westerly direction. (Two streams join at 
this point but the construction of the railway line has 
removed some of the detail) At this point the river divides 
the meadow into three parts with Ingarsby and Bushby & 
Thumby; Scraptoft's meadow lies across the river from the 
others facing Bushby and above Saryntytheholme. From 
here follow the water to Scraptoft's meadow which lies below 
Thrynbywey (Station Lane), at this point Scraptoft's

meadow extends over the water taking in the indentation at 
Wasshepole. Continue east following the course of the water 
to Humberstone mere, and then turn northwards along that 
mere to Leycesturwey (Scraptoft Lane). From this point 
follow the mere beyond Stayne Spola[sic] to the mound of a 
headland and on, by the mere that divides the lordships of 
Scraptoft and Humberstone, to Kyrkedalys. Then east up to 
another headland by a road which leads from Beeby to 
Leicester (now a footpath) and so return to where we began.

These boundaries remained unchanged until the local 
government reorganisation in the latter part of the 
twentieth century, a period of almost 1,000 years.

1 G. Demidowicz, ed., Coventry's First Cathedral, 1994, 139, 
n.2.

2 Warwickshire County Record Office, MI 409 258v- 259r.
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Where 10? Ha\^ Far?
andjon Dean

Today, we take road measurement and 
destination signs very much for granted, 
expecting distances to be given, and signposts at 

junctions and elsewhere to direct us to places, 
attractions and a wide variety of other facilities, whilst 
maps, gazetteers, computer packages and in-car 
navigation aids, enable us to plan journeys and navigate 
our way. Knowing distances is also important 
commercially to help calculate public transport fares 
and carriage charges. The origin and development of 
these systems can be traced back in part through the 
interesting and important roadside heritage of 
Leicestershire and Rutland which includes milestones, 
mileposts, signposts, estate boundary stones, and other 
distance markers and indicators.

Still visible along both major and minor roads of today, 
milestones and mileposts not only provide a unique link 
with the development of transport and travel, 
particularly from the eighteenth century onwards, but 
they also serve as records of the first systematic attempts 
to survey and map out standard mileages along the 
principal roads of the time. They also indicate the 
relative contemporary importance of places, as well as 
being attractive features of the roadside landscape. 
Once far more numerous, some 100 milestones and 
mileposts are still marked along classified roads on the 
current 1:50000 Ordnance Survey maps for 
Leicestershire and Rutland, although as recent 
inspection shows, this does not always guarantee their 
continued presence. Road widening schemes, utilities' 
work such as cable laying, and accidents are 
unfortunately all taking their toll. However, sufficient 
numbers survive of various shapes, sizes, materials and 
ages, to enable a fascinating typology to be built up. A 
small number are also preserved in museums and other 
collections.

It was the Romans who are widely believed to have been 
responsible for first introducing milestones into Britain, 
erecting them along the principal Roman routes at 
intervals of one thousand paces, the Roman "mile" 
being shorter than today's standard mile. These stones 
not only guided travellers and Roman legions, but as 
inscriptions show, they were also used as a means of 
publicising and honouring the name of the reigning 
emperor. Two Roman milestones have been found in 
Leicestershire, both from the northern stretch of the 
Fosse Way, this being one of the principal routes in 
Roman Britain. Both are typical of early Roman 
milestones, being cylindrical in shape. The larger is of 
national significance because of its relative completeness 
and good condition, its inscription not only giving the 
period during the Emperor Hadrian's reign when it was

erected, but also destination details, "A RATIS M.... 
II" (from Ratae 2 miles), Ratae being part of the 
Roman name for Leicester. Re-discovered by workmen 
in 1771 near Thurmaston, it has since had a chequered 
history. According to tradition, it was taken home by 
one of the villagers who attempted to use it as a garden 
roller! Later, when its significance was recognised, it 
was moved to Belgrave Gate, where it was set up with 
civic pride as the middle section of an obelisk. The 
second milestone which was found near Six Hills is in a 
poorer condition. Both are now on display in Leicester's 
Jewry Wall Museum.

After the Romans left, no milestones appear to have 
been erected until the eighteenth century, when they 
came back into use, mostly as part of the development 
of the turnpike road system. Between 1663-1714 the 
Turnpike Acts revolutionised road construction, 
maintenance, carriage of goods, and travel. They 
provided the means for road repairs and construction by 
levying tolls from road users, taking away the statutory 
burden on parishes to provide labour for roads, and 
passing the control and administration of major roads 
from parishes to a body of Trustees.

Within the space of a few decades, milestones were 
made compulsory on most, and then all, roads under 
the control of the Turnpike Trusts by Acts of 1744 and 
1766, although some important roads already had 
milestones before this. However, mileage information 
did not have to be shown until 1773, when it was made 
the responsibility of the surveyor for each trust to erect 
a post or stone where highways met giving in large 
letters the names of and distances from "...the next 
Market Town or Towns, or other considerable Places 
or Place..." which these led to. In addition to assisting 
with establishing the tolls to be charged, this move 
towards measuring roads, establishing mileages between 
places, and setting up milestones, was partly driven by 
the development of a national postal system whereby it 
was necessary to know the mileages between towns in 
order to calculate delivery charges. Similarly, it was 
used to determine charges for the carriage of 
commercial goods and to ensure that customers were 
not overcharged by carriers. The need for measured 
reference points was equally important to surveyors and 
engineers, and it is due to the work of early surveyors 
such as John Ogilby that the standard English mile of 
1,760 yards became established and used as the basis 
for erecting milestones on main roads.

Not surprisingly, the routes radiating from London 
were turnpiked first. In Leicestershire work started first 
on improving the important London to Manchester
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route which passed through Market Harborough, 
Leicester and Loughborough. Separate Acts of 
Parliament, renewable every 21 years, were required in 
order to commence and then continue work on each 
turnpike road, and it was the 1745 Act for the Market 
Harborough to Loughborough road which re- 
introduced milestones to Leicestershire for the first time 
since the Romans.

"And whereas it may be of great service to 
travellers and other persons, to have the road 
aforesaid measured and divided into equal 
proportions, by erecting stones or posts in or near 
the side of the said road, at proper distances from 
each other.."

The firm chosen to supply the stones was Hind's of 
Swithland whose expertise in quarrying and carving 
gravestones must have stood them in good stead to win 
the order. The stones were to be of Swithland slate, six 
feet long, by one foot wide and six inches thick. The 
cost including inscription, transport and fixing was 
fifteen shillings per stone. An early slate survival from 
this road is on display in Leicester's Newarke Houses 
Museum. Well over six feet high, this stone is thought 
to have stood originally in Belgrave Gate and is finely 
carved with destinations and mileages not only to 
London, Market Harborough and Loughborough, but 
also interestingly to Melton Mowbray, as Belgrave Gate 
led out to both the Loughborough and Melton main 
roads.

The period 1750-1800 witnessed the main period of 
development of the turnpike system in Leicestershire 
and Rutland which, with the exception of motorways, 
still largely forms the current major road infrastructure. 
Over 20 additional trusts were set up locally by Acts of 
Parliament, which included the authority to erect 
milestones. These early milestones were originally 
individually crafted items, more noted for their 
individual styles of lettering, than for any 
standardization, and like those on the London Road, 
would have been made of stone. Today, however, 
surviving stone milestones are comparatively rare, a 
major contributing factor being that as manufacturing

processes developed, it 
became much more 
common for stones to 
be replaced by cast 
iron posts.

The most numerous 
cluster of stone 
survivors are along the 
A47 between Leicester 
and Uppingham. 
Much smaller than the 
original slates of the

Milestone, Bushby A47

Milestone, Burbage, 
Hinckley Road

London Road, they are
slightly curved on the
front face, and those at
Bushby and Houghton-
on-the-Hill appear to
have been restored and
re-lettered in recent
years. But perhaps one of
the most attractive stone
milestones is that to be
seen incorporated into a
front garden at Burbage.
Immaculately cared for
and well-painted, the
older style lettering picks
out the mileage to
London, as well as more
local destinations to
Lutterworth and Hinckley.
Also in good condition is
the tall slate milestone in
Wood Street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, which is identical in
design to the example from Belgrave Gate in Leicester.

The sudden multiple appearance of milestones along 
the highway in the eighteenth century must also have 
attracted much unwanted attention. Indeed, such was 
the importance of these new objects of the new road 
system, that attempts were made to protect them from 
vandalism within the Acts of Parliament:

"And if any person or persons shall voluntarily 
and maliciously break any of the stones .... Or 
shall obliterate or deface any of the said words, 
letters, figures or marks, which shall be engraved 
or inscribed thereon .... Every such person so 
offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of forty 
shillings to be levied by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of every such offender." (1745 
Market Harborough -Loughborough Act)

One month's hard labour in the house of correction was 
the alternative for non-payment. Similar measures were 
introduced for anyone wilfully pulling up or damaging 
milestones on the Leicester - Melton road. The 1805 
Act for repairing this road laid down a minimum 
penalty of forty shillings up to a maximum of ten 
pounds. In the same section of the Act, additional 
offences against the road which incurred the same 
penalty are listed as suffering pigs to root up the road; 
drivers of carriages not keeping to the left side when 
meeting other carriages; persons preventing other 
persons from passing; and making bonfires or letting off 
fireworks on the road! That provisions made within 
individual Turnpike Acts may have done little to 
discourage damage to milestones is evident from the 
minutes of the Harborough to Loughborough Trust, 
when in 1747 the surveyor of the Trust was ordered to 
publish a reward of ten shillings "for taking up any 
person throwing stones at the mile stones to deface 
them".
                               13
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The introduction of cast iron manufacturing 
significantly altered the appearance of milestones, 
giving, especially during the Victorian period, a more 
mass-produced look, although a closer examination 
reveals considerable variations in style between the 
different trusts. One of the most attractive and unusual 
cast iron mileposts of the earlier period is that on an 
unclassified road north of Market Bosworth, which as 
the inscription suggests, was formerly the main route to 
Measham and Burton. Another interesting example, 
notable in this instance for its width, stands along the 
Oakham to Uppingham road. More commonly though, 
cast iron posts were made with two main faces at right 
angles, with a triangular or rounded top, the 
background painted white with black lettering to give 
high visibility, with the post standing about 36" above 
the ground. As early as 1817 the surveyors of the 
Market Harborough to Loughborough turnpike felt it 
necessary to order that the Swithland slate milestones 
be replaced by iron mileposts from Cort's Leicester 
foundry. Evidence that cast iron posts replaced earlier 
stones elsewhere can be seen at both Claybrooke Parva 
and Glaston. Interestingly at Claybrooke, although 
marked on the Ordnance Survey map as a milestone,

the marker is in fact a 
cast iron post which 
has evidently been 
there for many years. 
However, on private 
property nearby is a 
badly worn but still 
upright stone on which 
the letters "TTERW" 
(Lutterworth) can still 
be seen from the road, 
suggesting that this 
was in fact an earlier 
marker. Further 
evidence for this is 
borne out by its 
similarity in shape to 
that on the same 
former turnpike road 
at Burbage (qv). At 
Glaston there are two 
markers, one at either 
end of the village, both 
recording 2 miles to 
Uppingham and 12 
miles to Wansford. 
The harder of these to 
spot is the older flat 
stone marker set into

Above: Cast iron 
milepost, north of Market 
Bosworth, Barton Road 
Below: Cast iron 
milepost, south of 
Oakham, A6003.
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its own niche in the 
boundary wall of Glaston 
Hall. That at the western 
end is a more ubiquitous 
cast iron post of later 
date. Seemingly no 
attempt was made to 
remove the old when the 
new one was erected.

Occasionally, a cast iron
milepost can be found
standing directly in front
of a stone, as on the
Rutland-Lincolnshire
border at Toll Bar just
south of Great Casterton
on the former Al Great
North Road. Whilst it is
difficult to see if the Milestone with metal plate,
support is actually the old north^gst of Earl Shi,ton
stone milestone, the . ._
frequent replacement of
worn and weathered stones by the more easily visible
cast iron posts must make this a possibility. Also
uncommon is the composite type of marker consisting
of a stone with a metal plate attached, as used on the
A47 Leicester to Hinckley turnpike road, one of which
is still visible on the north side of the road just east of
the turning to Tooley Farm. Another can be seen on the
old A50 just east of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Where two
turnpike roads or trusts met, it is possible to still find
two markers of differing styles within close proximity as
at the junction of the A47 and the A6121 at Morcott.

Destinations recorded on milestones and mileposts 
often coincide with the terminus points of each turnpike 
trust. Rarely are in-between villages marked, unless as 
the name of the parish in which the milepost was 
erected. More distant destinations are unusual except 
for London. In general the presence of milestones and 
mileposts is a good indication that the road was 
turnpiked, and in some unexpected cases provides 
tangible evidence of a road's former importance. Few 
present-day travellers from Hinckley to London would 
seriously consider a route via Burbage, Claybrooke 
Parva, Ullesthorpe, Bitteswell and Lutterworth but as 
the handsome, tall, well-maintained milestones in these 
parishes show, each bearing London destinations and 
mileage, this was formerly regarded as a viable route.

Also in the south-west of the county, there is another 
series of interesting and distinctly unusual cast iron mile 
posts at Sapcote and along the Leicester - Lutterworth, 
Lutterworth - Husbands Bosworth, and Swinford - 
North Kilworth roads. These bear the royal coat of 
arms at the top of the post where it is more common to 
have the parish name. As the makers' names on them 
record, these posts were cast at the Leicester foundries 
of Law & Son, and Joseph Illston's Victoria Foundry.
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Another of the Leicester 
foundries which made 
mileposts was Cort, Paul 
& Cornick who 
manufactured the 
Hinckley Lutterworth 
series mentioned above, 
and whose name also 
appears on an unusual 
decorative boss on a 
milepost on the 
Lutterworth-Coventry 
turnpike road.

The surprising relatively 
late date of many of 
Leicestershire's surviving 
mileposts is evident from 
the active period of their 
manufacturers, putting 
some examples well into 
the era of the winding 
up of the turnpike trusts 
and the transfer of 

Cast iron milepost, turnpike roads to the 
Ullesthorpe, 6577 local highway authorities. 
Further evidence of this can be found along several of 
the former turnpike roads in the Belton - Shepshed - 
Castle Donington area where a number of cast iron 
mileposts bear the name Wootton Bros Coalville, whose 
foundry business was not in production in Coalville 
until 1876.

Harder to date and very different to the markers 
mentioned so far is the splendid stone pillar at the 
junction of the South Kilworth to Swinford and Stanford 
roads. Unique in Leicestershire, this gives a multitude of 
destinations and distances on three of its faces, and is 
one of a group which once marked the boundaries of 
Stanford Hall. On top of the pillar was once a stone ball 
carved with the coronet and "B" monogram of the Braye 
family of Stanford Hall. Such pillars have their origins in

the seventeenth century 
when it became fashion 
able for land-owners to 
erect way-markers on their 
estates. However this 
example must either be 
later or have had further 
destinations and decora 
tion added, since Rugby 
Station (which is listed on 
one face) was not built 
until 1838, and it was not 
until 1839 that the Braye 
family became entitled to

Cast iron milepost with 
Royal Cost of Arms, 
north of Lutterworth, 
A426

use the coronet 
and monogram 
symbol. Also of 
interest are the 
routes given, such 
as Leicester via 
Wil lo u ghby 
Waterleys.

At the opposite 
end of the scale is 
a curiosity of a 
different kind. A 
small, easily missed 
stone, close to the 
pavement outside 
the Old Pack 
Horse Inn in 
Loughborough's 
Woodgate 
proclaims mileages 
to London 118, to 
Derby 8 and 
Loughborough 9. 
Clearly incorrect, 
the explanation for 
this, according to 
tradition, is that Stone pillar, near Stanford Hall,

during the coaching B5414 
era, a party of "young bloods" deposited the stone there 
as part of a prank, having lifted it from Shardlow, a large 
canal-side village further north on the former London   
Manchester turnpike road.

Mention must also be made of one further misleading 
wayside milepost. Cylindrical in shape and made of cast 
iron it can be seen on private ground near the side of a 
minor road west of Edmondthorpe indicating Oakham 7 
1/2, Melton 8 miles. Despite looking like a turnpike road 
milepost, none ever ran near this spot. This example 
however, was originally a canal-side distance marker, 
having been moved there from the nearby bank of the 
Melton to Oakham canal.

Lastly, it is the authors' hope that by highlighting this 
fascinating part of the heritage of Leicestershire and 
Rutland, this will contribute towards the recognition and 
active preservation of the remaining milestones and 
mileposts in the area.

Further information on Leicestershire and Rutland milestones 
and mileposts can be found on the authors'web site at: 

www.jjleic.demon.co.uk

Part Two which discovers signposts and other 
destination and distance markers, continues in the 
next edition of the Leicestershire Historian.
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John Barnett - Baptist minister at Blaby
Gerald Rimmington

In 1839 the thirty-two members of the Baptist chapel 
in Blaby were not so much kindred souls as 
disparate individuals united mainly by their dislike 

of the Established Church and by their seeming 
inability to support their pastor wholeheartedly. In 
December 1798 a school had been started by a few poor 
men who had been in the habit of going elsewhere to 
hear the gospel, some to Foston, some to Arnesby, and 
some to Leicester; they were not satisfied with the 
preaching at the parish church. By 1807 this Sunday
School Was housed in a new meeting ̂ ^mmmmmmmmm^m

house, where adult worshippers also 
met. The initial preacher, a Mr. Iliff, 

of the 'Methodist New

Barnett was much influenced by the Evangelical revival 
associated with the rise of Methodism. Migrating to 
Bristol he came into contact with a Mr. Pocock, who 
had separated from the main body of Methodists to 
form the 'Tent Methodists', and began to preach 
regularly. He was also influenced while in Bristol by 
John Pyer, 'a sturdy, high-principled Nonconformist', 
who advised him to 'inform your mind on every 
subject.... And get acquainted with your own heart, by 
frequent examination, and also by writing down 

! frequently the secret things that pass
M\n\$fe>r<, of "* vour

i iJoh" 
iviorc- i?M

than tij formal

was
Persuasion', the second, William 
Simpson, of 'General Baptist 
Persuasion', and there was also a 
'stranger' who 'preached a few times mm*^^*—^—^^ 
on the High Calvin strain, and caused the hearers to be 
discontented'. 1 None seemed to be entirely satisfactory. 
Nor was the much more professional ministry of 
Benjamin Evans, who had been trained at Bristol,2 and 
who had come as a result of the deacons' meeting in 
1912 with Robert Hall of the Harvey Lane chapel in 
Leicester and their subsequent agreement 'to have the 
same faith and order as the Baptist churches', 
particularly in respect of 'open communion'. However, 
after twenty-seven difficult years, there were 'certain 
differences between the church and its past or, which 
caused Evans to resign. 3 It was not a particularly 
inviting situation for any successor.

Like many Baptist ministers of his time John Barnett 
was qualified more by experience than by formal 
training. As late as 1870 half of the active ministry in 
England were without any formal education; only 49 
per cent of those ministers had ^^^^_^^^^_

nattended a Baptist college.4 Although , .. v
there had always been a core of highly          _ _ _ ^ _^_ _ _______
educated men drawn from the highest (3CJf\00\ \TOaCY\\Y\K\ all Trie- daM, conduct his meetings, and take his

Subsequently he worked among the 
miners at Dursley in South Wales, 
where he was 'confined in the school 
[teaching] all the day, preaching 

^^^^^^^^^^^_ every evening, and walking 20 miles 
and preaching three times on the Sabbath'. It was here 
too that he met and married Lois Comellia Newth, 
whom he later described as 'pious, industrious, careful, 
managing, frugal, quiet'. 8 Dursley was also the place 
where he became a Baptist. He stated that, although he 
had had to baptise infants, he searched the scriptures 
for its justification, and, finding none, gave up the 
practice and committed himself to Baptist principles. 
He was always insistent, however, that church 
membership should be open to all, whether baptised or 
not, a principle that was common among Baptist 
churches by that time. 9

In September 1826 Barnett moved to Appleby Magna 
in Leicestershire, as the Baptist minister. The 
congregation consisted mainly of small tradesmen and 
farm labourers, who could only afford to pay him £20 
per annum. His elder son notes that 'my father had to 

^^^^^^^^^^^^till his own garden, and to assist my 
mother in many household duties, 
as well as to prepare his sermons,

social groups it was also true that most 
ministers were 'very obscure men'. 
After the middle of the eighteenth 
century the ministry was dominated 
by small craftsmen.5

7-O m\tc4 and
and

on "Hl

Born in Wiltshire in 1797 Barnett was 
required by his farm bailiff father to work in the fields 
when he might have been at school. However, his mother 
taught him to read and to recite the catechism. By his 
own efforts 'he learned to write and speak grammatically. 
He made some progress in Hebrew. He gained a slight 
smattering of Latin. He tried Greek, but found that 
language too exacting.... He read many books. He was 
especially fond of Church History, Theology, and such 
Biblical Criticism as came within his reach'.6

evangelistic journeys'. He preached 
at Appleby each Sunday morning 
and evening, and at Newton 
Burgoland, four miles distant, in the 
afternoon. During the week there 

____________ were regular preaching engagements 
at places like Austrey, Norton, 

Twycross, No-man's Heath, Snareston and 
Shackerstone as well as Appleby. On Friday evenings 
he conducted 'a reading, writing, and arithmetic school 
for young people, the teaching of which was 
gratuitous'. 10

Despite various threats of schism and the loss of 
members migrating to towns twenty of them in one 
year to Birmingham - Barnett was responsible for the
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conversion of about sixty people. By 1837, however, he 
was ready to consider moving elsewhere, partly to 
ensure that his family could be better fed, for the diet 
forced upon them at Appleby was not conducive to 
good health. His elder son describes the diet thus:

The breakfast of each member of the family 
consisted generally of a basin of bread and warm 
water with the addition of a tablespoonful of 
milk.... Potatoes, lubricated with 'dripping', or 
occasionally with butter, or now and then 
accompanied with a small slice of bacon, together 
with puddings or pies made of fruits from 
the garden, mostly constituted our 
dinner. At supper-time we 
occasionally rejoiced in bread and

supposing a man to be endowed with the essential 
qualifications of deep devotion, and a lively concern for 
the souls of men, is he to be withheld from attempting 
inroads on the empire of darkness and of death because 
he has not been liberally educated ?' 17

toasted cheese.. 12

It is not surprising that there were 
periods of illness that afflicted 
each member of the family. 
Barnett's younger son and 
daughter were both to die as 
young adults.

In seeking another pastorale
Barnett had a problem. He
would have preferred an urban
situation, but the status- '
conscious congregations of the
towns, who were anxious to show
that their churches were not
inferior to those of the Church of
England, preferred college or
university trained men. 13 Robert Hall
had set the pattern in Leicester in the
early years of the nineteenth century with
his comment that 'an educated ministry was
the only reliable buttress for sound religion'.
Consequently most new men coming into the Leicester
pastorates were like Robert Caven, who was a university
graduate, or John Phillipo Mursell, who had been
trained at John Ryland's Bristol Academy, 15 and about
whom one of his colleagues became 'almost spellbound
as he listened to his sublime thought, expressed in most
chaste and eloquent language, dictated by a spirit of the
profoundest reverence'. 16

It was to be Mursell, however, who solved Barnett's 
problem, by proposing that he take the pastorate at 
Blaby, on the peri-urban fringes of Leicester, and which 
was to be a more challenging assignment than Appleby. 
For Mursell, who was a leading member of the 
Leicestershire Baptist Association, recognised that there 
were men who were less well-educated and less polished 
than himself, who were nevertheless valuable colleagues 
in the ministry. He agreed that 'a well-educated 
ministry commands the respect of the world.... But 
learning, however important, is neither the first nor the 
second requisite in the service of Jesus Christ....

It had been Mursell who, when Barnett was ordained at 
Appleby in 1827, gave the 'charge to the Church', and 
befriended him through his difficult years there. 18 It was 
Mursell who arranged for Barnett, in 1839, to 'preach 
with a view' at Blaby, the nearest to a town church that 
he was likely to be offered, and urged him to go there. 19 

It was Mursell who persuaded the Leicestershire 
Baptist Association to guarantee Barnett an 

income of at least £60 per annum for his 
first five years. It was the seventy-eight 

year-old retired Mursell who was to 
preside at Barnett's funeral in

211877.

Blaby was not, however, an easy 
assignment. Like many other 
industrialised villages in 
Leicestershire in the early 
nineteenth century Blaby was in 
a state of depression. For 146 
people were employed in 
framework-knitting out of a 
population of 1,081 in 1841. 22 
There would also have been 

many others, mainly women and 
girls, who were employed as 

seamers and winders. One 
investigator in Leicester reported that 

'from the faces and general appearance 
both of the men and women and children 

employed.... their habits of work and 
subsistence are more destructive of health, 

comfort, cleanliness and general Wellbeing than any 
other state of employment into which I have at present 
had the opportunity of enquiring'.23 J. B. Barnett noted 
that 'the stockingers were at that time shamefully 
oppressed. Their average earnings for family use, when 
in full work, were not more than four-and-sixpence a 
week. They had to pay so much per week for the use of 
the frame.... They had to pay 'threepence per dozen to 
the master for the giving out of the work' and 'so much 
per dozen for the female seamer of the hose'.24

Not surprisingly, therefore, the village to which Barnett 
brought his family seemed less attractive than the 
environment they had left. There was none of the rural 
beauty of Appleby. It was observed of Blaby that:

Its streets had scarcely a bit of pavement; its walls 
were built of mud; many of its houses were 
covered with dingy, worn-out thatch. The church 
looked melancholy, and the rectory looked sullen. 
Everywhere one had to encounter the sickly smell 
of damp yarn, together with the bewildering
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racket and the irritating screech of the stocking 
frames. The place had, for the most part, a sort 
of bedraggled appearance'.

Yet it was, nevertheless, the kind of place where chapels 
flourished. Blaby Hall, the old manor house, which had 
been home to a branch of the Ashbys of Quenby Hall, 
was taken down down in 1837, and replaced with a 
more modest house, whose occupants no longer had 
pretensions to the lordship of the manor. With the 
disappearance of the feudal structure Blaby was left as a 
semi-industrialised village, which has been noted as 'the 
most characteristic form of society in the nineteenth 
century.... Such communities were often remarkably 
populous and almost always prone to Dissent'. 26 
Framework-knitting produced an independent 
workforce whose alliance with tenant farmers was the 
main driving force of rural Nonconformity.27

After his settlement at Blaby, Barnett's old Appleby 
sermons no longer seemed appropriate. His mind was 
expanding, his knowledge improving and becoming 
more sophisticated. As his elder son noted: 'His written 
preparations for the pulpit were much fuller than they 
had ever been before, and they became more elaborate 
still during the period when he was busy with the 
school'. This was achieved with the assistance of his 
sons:

After we had removed to Blaby, and had learnt to 
write with some legibility and correctness, we 
became his amanuenses in his preparation for the 
pulpit. In looking over his papers, I am surprised 
to find how many of the sermons he preached 
during the first seven or eight years of his Blaby 
life are in my handwriting, or in that of my 
brother. 31

The appointment of Barnett was a defining moment in 
the life of the Blaby chapel, for it was decided that 
modified Calvinism would be the basis of its doctrine. 
At a church meeting it was decided, before the pastor's 
arrival, but almost certainly with his concurrence, that:

In sentiment we are Particular Baptists. The 
doctrine we love, and the doctrine we hear is 
Calvinistic, but the doctrine is always preached to 
us in a practical manner.... In a word we have 
Election and the final perseverance of the saints 
in our creed and in our preaching, but they are
used as a seasoning to vital practical Godliness. 28

to

Though he had to live temporarily in Wigston Magna,
as there was no suitable house in ^^^^^^^^^^
Blaby initially, Barnett nevertheless
settled in happily. Eighteen months
into his pastorale it was noted that
the number of baptised members
had risen from thirty-two to
sixty-four, and that attendances at
services had increased appreciably.
Sunday school pupils had increased
by thirty-eight to 130. Barnett was
looking forward to the completion of
the new schoolrooms.

Freed from at least some of the labour of writing 
sermons Barnett was able to form a reading society and 
a mutual improvement society, to which he gave much 
attention. He was also an assiduous visitor to sick 
people in the congregation, of whom there were many, 
especially in 1848, when there was a smallpox 
epidemic.

Although hard-worked within Blaby itself Barnett was 
careful to benefit from meeting with colleagues 
elsewhere. He was particularly keen to associate himself 
with the Independent and Baptist ministers' fraternal 
meetings in the southern part of the county. Meetings 
were held once a quarter in each others' houses for 
prayer and study. After an hour spent in worship one of 

^^^^^^_^^^, them would read a paper, which was 
freely discussed until dinner-time. 
Subsequently each minister would 
offer a critique on a difficult or

afeo an a^ieli/ovs 
people- in the-

of whoM "fjlC-KC- disputed biblical passage. They held a

tve-rc- lYiaci^ c^pc^ialta in 
1EHB, yvhe-H -ffic-rc 

Smallpox c-pic/e-rnio.

29

Barnett worked extremely hard at his ministerial duties. 
He preached each Sunday morning and afternoon in 
Blaby, but was frequently to be found preaching at 
Whetstone, Cosby, Countesthorpe, Kilby or Oadby in 
the evening. He always gave a lecture on Monday 
evenings and often went elsewhere on other evenings. 
Because, however, his income was inadequate, he 
organised a school, with his elder son as his assistant. 
The latter notes that 'we received boarders at £18 per 
annum, weekly boarders at £16, and day pupils at 10s. 
a quarter. The pupils were taught in the upper 
school-room of the chapel'.

public service in the evening, when 
one of them would preach on a 
predetermined topic. Thus Barnett 
came into contact with Mays of 

___________ Wigston, Davis of Arnesby, Morgan 
^^^^^^^^^ of Theddingworth, Williams of 
Husbands Bosworth, Backburn of Foxton, George 
Miall of Ullesthorpe, Jones of Monk's Kirby and 
Burdett of Sutton, and gained considerably from the 
meeting of minds.34

There was also the work of the Leicestershire Baptist 
Association, into which Barnett threw himself without 
reservation, holding the office of secretary for fifteen 
years. It involved him in contact with other chapels, 
especially those needing assistance of various kinds. In 
1855, for instance, he wrote to one of his sons: 'They 
have been cleaning and beautifying their chapel at 
Husbands Bosworth. The work has cost £30, and we 
went yesterday to help them to pay the bill. Lomas 
preached in the afternoon a somewhat philosophical
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sermon on Nature from Acts, xiv, 17.... The collection 
was £5 more than the debt'.35

In 1855 Barnett and the Blaby Baptists also took on 
responsibility for the chapel at Wheststone, which had 
originally been built and established by the General 
Baptists at Dover Street in Leicester. The latter 
transferred the building to Blaby for £250. Whetstone 
then gained pastoral oversight and a sermon each 
Sunday from Barnett.

Towards the end of Barnett's ministry (and his life) the 
economy of Leicestershire improved considerably. The 
hosiery industry, rapidly developing into a factory 
industry in the second half of the nineteenth century, 
became prosperous again. Moreover the footwear 
industry was also growing rapidly. There were still 124 
framework-knitters in Blaby in 1881,!

in 1871 that, despite renovations costing £65, 'we are 
especially grateful not to incur a debt'40 The greatest 
measure of all was the building of a new chapel to house 
the increasing congregation. Barnett, writing to a friend 
a few months before his death, stated that 'we were 
obliged to do something. The present chapel is filled, 
and the Sunday school has quite outgrown its 
accommodation, and, as the village is increasing, it was 
thought best to build a new chapel, and turn the old 
one into a school-room'.41 In 1874 T. D. Paul, Esq., 
donated land for the new building. By 1876 Barnett 
found himself preaching in the new chapel. 42 It is 
significant that by the end of the first anniversary the 
entire cost of £2,300 had been raised.43

r°T '

but many of the 57 hosiery stitchers *a SOvfld 3Kld £o[id
were employed as outworkers for
factories. One hosiery manufacturer
was employing fourteen men and two
boys in his factory. There was also a
shoe manufacturer who employed
forty men, eighteen women and girls
and two boys. 36 The population,
which had stagnated in the middle
decade of the century, began to grow

Even in old age Barnett was a perceptive man. He had 
been aware that relations between the denominations 

! were changing, because most of the

i>r
life-, ' '

add Nonconformist quarrels with the 
Anglicans were now settled 
compulsory church rates had been 

and bc-lovfcd, HOT onlM abolished, the remaining disabilities
and Ifi V<}\C£/^W t>(rt ^a(^ disappeared and Oxford and

Cambridge religious tests had been 
discontinued so that in the future it 
would be important to work 
together in the face of growing 
secularism. Three years after his

fJnKwdnovt the- ivholc-

more rapidly in the 1870s. In 1871 Blaby had a 
population of 1,026 with 258 houses; by 1881 there 
were 1,303 people living in 301 houses. At least some of 
the newcomers were middle-class people migrating 
from Leicester, for, like Countesthorpe, Kirby Muxloe 
and Oadby, Blaby was in process of developing, at least 
partly, into a peri-urban dormitory for people whose 
work was in the county town. Like Countesthorpe and 
Kirby Muxioe the village had the advantage of a good 
rail connection. The Digest to the English Census of 1871 
refers pointedly to 'the development of railways, which 
every year adds to the number of those who resort to 
suburban or to country house after their day's business 
in towns is over'. Forty years after first setting eyes on 
it, Barnett's elder son was able to say of Blaby that 'its 
surroundings are pleasant, and during the last quarter of 
a century its streets have undergone extensive 
improvement. It is mainly dependent on Leicester 
industries, and Leicester businessmen are beginning to 
find it an eligible locality for country residence'.38

The aging Barnett, with an increasing membership in 
his chapel, which was to move from 153 members in 
1869 to 195 by 1877, no longer needed to expend 
energy on a school. A grateful congregation presented 
him in 1865 with a purse of fourteen sovereigns, 'an 
expression of the high estimate in which [they] held his 
Christian uprightness, his pulpit and pastoral efficiency 
and the extensive good which he had done in the 
village'. 39 Another measure of greater prosperity was 
not only the absence of Blaby from the recipients of 
Leicestershire Baptist Association aid, but the comment

death, at the Leicester Church Congress 1880, Bishop 
Magee was to refer to a welcome rapprochement 
between Anglicans and Nonconformists.44 In 1876 the 
rector of Blaby, H. J. Hoskyns, died, and Barnett told 
his congregation, with obvious affection, that 'for some 
two or three years, at least, Mr. Hoskyns and I lived 
together in good neighbourliness... I am bound to say 
that of late years I respected our Rector greatly. He was 
a Churchman, and avowed his principles; I was a 
Baptist and avowed mine; and I believe that toward the 
end of his life we thought none the less highly of each 
other for the avowal'. It was a sentiment he would 
never have expressed in his early years at Blaby.

When John Bamett died on 7th November, 1877, it was 
said that he had been 'a sound and solid preacher, and a 
man of most exemplary life, revered and beloved, not 
only in Blaby and in Leicester, but also throughout the 
whole neighbourhood'. Yet he was more than that. 
Self-taught, but capable and conscientious, he was 
representative of a type of minister who had served his 
denomination well, but was gradually being replaced by 
college-trained men. By 1911 some 85 per cent of all 
Baptist ministers would be college-trained, and most of 
them would come, not from the labouring classes, but 
from families 'poised uncomfortably between the 
middle and lower classes'. An increasing proportion 
too would have had no other work experience before 
taking up the ministry.

Footnotes & Notes on next page.
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Another picture to 
identify.

On the blackboard it 
reads:

Lesson 1 
Stewing

30th May 1939

Sea Pie
It then goes on to gi^e the 
recipe which consists of shin 
or neck of beef, so why Sea 
Pie?
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A Very Disputable Science - Phrenology in Victorian Leicester
Cynthia Brown

In the 1850s, independently of Charles Darwin and 
with less recognition, the naturalist Alfred Russel 
Wallace developed the theory of evolution through 

natural selection. Between 1844-46, Wallace lived in 
Leicester, where according to the Dictionary of National 
Biography, he 'read much and conducted experiments in 
hypnotism' while working as a master at the Collegiate 
School.

Throughout his lifetime, Wallace also remained 
convinced of the value of phrenology, the 'science of the 
mind' based on the late 18th century theory of the 
German anatomist and physician, Franz Joseph Gall. 
Gall argued that the brain consisted of separate organs 
or 'faculties' 27 by his calculation - each of which was 
responsible for a specific mental function. The size of 
each 'faculty' was said to reflect its relative power; and 
so, his argument continued, it was possible to determine 
the character and the abilities of an individual by 
examining the shape of his or her skull.

Phrenology was popularised in Britain by the Scottish 
lawyer George Combe and his younger brother Andrew, 
a physician. In his book The Constitution of Man 
Considered in Relation to External Objects, which sold 
1000 copies in one week in 1828, George Combe 
described it as 'the clearest, the most complete, and the 
best supported system of human nature'. Seen as such, 
it had a particular appeal to those interested in 
education, the reform of criminals, and the treatment of 
insanity. By providing a scientific basis for the analysis 
of individual character, it offered practical ways of 
reforming or developing it, and thus of improving 
society as a whole.

For instance, phrenology reinforced the late 18th 
century trend towards the 'moral' treatment of the 
insane, as opposed to the often brutal forms of 
treatment used when insanity was seen as the result of 
demonic possession or physical disease. In the view of 
the 'practical' phrenologist and itinerant lecturer James 
Quilter Rumball in 1843: 'Most of the Superintendents 
of our Public asylums are Phrenologists... in them the 
spirit of improvement, of amelioration to the Patient in 
his physical treatment, and philosophy in his cure, is 
alone apparent'. 1

They included Dr Henry Prosser, Superintendent of the 
County Asylum in Leicester, where the emphasis was 
said to be on 'moral management... with personal 
kindness and patience being shown by all staff to all 
inmates'.2 Contrast this with the treatment experienced 
by the Baptist minister Robert Hall in Dr Thomas

Arnold's private asylum in Leicester in 1804. The 
keeper, he recalled:

'to save himself a little time and trouble (it being 
winter)... came at five o'clock, and fastened me 
down upon my bed, where I could not stir either 
hand or foot, till about eight o'clock the next 
morning. During this time I had many lucid 
intervals... You cannot conceive the horror of my 
situation when I found myself perfectly 
sensible... Mild treatment with proper restraint 
and kindness, is all that is necessary...'. 3

However, local interest in phrenology was not confined 
to Dr Prosser. In the 1830s, in his book Music & 
Friends, the Leicester hosier William Gardiner recalls 
taking part in a search for the remains of Cardinal 
Wolsey, who was buried at Leicester Abbey in 1530. 
James Deville, a leading London phrenologist whose 
customers included the Duke of Wellington and Prince 
Albert, had apparently offered 200 guineas for the 
Cardinal's skull. 'Happily', a later commentator noted, 
'the search was unsuccessful and Wolsey's cranium was 
spared the indignity of being charted for the benefit of 
the credulous'.4

The interest in phrenology at this time was reflected in 
the 1836 lecture programme of the Leicester Mechanics
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Institute. This included seven lectures on 
phrenology - two by William Biggs, the local 
hosier and Liberal politician, brother of John; 
four by Dr John Epps, later a co-founder of 
the national Christian Phrenological Society; 
and one on 'Anti-Phrenology' by Rev. J. G. 
Hewlett. 5 This is quite in keeping with the 
Institute's emphasis on self-improvement, and 
its belief in science as a route to social 
progress. Several of its Liberal middle-class 
patrons, men such as William Biggs, John 
Ryley and James Rollings, Science Master and 
later Headmaster at the Nonconformist 
Proprietary School on New Walk, were also 
active members of the Leicester Literary and 
Philosophical Society, and phrenology had the 
occasional airing here as well.

In January 1839, Rev. Wentworth Bird, Headmaster of 
the Collegiate School in Leicester, made his own views 
clear in a paper entitled The Absurdities of Phrenology, 
which was reported at some length in both the Leicester 
Journal and the Leicester Chronicle. According to the 
Tory Journal, the audience 'evinced great satisfaction in 
the original and humorous views taken by the author on 
this disputable science'. Rev. Bird's arguments reflected 
one of the most common criticisms of phrenology, that 
of 'the difficulties presented by the anatomical structure 
of the cranium... the unequal thickness of the skulls of 
different individuals, and the want of uniformity in the 
thickness of the tables in the same skull'. Was it really 
possible to determine anything about the brain by 
studying the skull? He thought not, and:

'in enumerating some of the instances adduced as 
proving that a change of intellect frequently 
ensues on an accidental alteration in the shape of 
the head, observed "a gentleman once fell 
backwards from off his library ladder, altered the 
conformation of his cerebellum, and ever 
afterwards manifested a miraculous penchant for 
roast pig   that he supposed should be entitled 
the nocum organum of Bacon"! After some 
good-humoured discussion by Mr Hollings in 
opposition to, and Mr Paget in favour of the 
paper, an unanimous vote of thanks was passed.' 6

By contrast, the Liberal Chronicle observed that:

'In the discussion after the lecture, Mr J. F. 
Hollings defended phrenology in an exceedingly 
clear and temperate as well as philosophical style. 
He repudiated ridicule as a test of truth, and 
argued that if the opinions as to character formed 
by phrenologists were true in the majority of 
instances, their views were entitled to 
consideration'. 7
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Was this a simple division of opinion between 
'progressive' Liberals and 'conservative' Tories? It 
seems more complex than this. Local doctors, often but 
not exclusively Conservatives, were firmly against 
'Quackery' of any kind, and argued that 'the public 
ought to be very much obliged to the medical profession 
for the caution with which they received novelties in the 
science". 8 Mesmerism, chloroform and homeopathy 
were among the other 'novelties' current by mid- 
century, but this did not mean that they were 
automatically rejected   simply that they were judged 
on medical rather than political or philosophical 
grounds.

Individual readings or 'delineations' provided by 
phrenologists were usually recorded on a chart 
indicating the size of the faculties and the advice to 
'Cultivate' or 'Restrain', accompanied by more detailed 
notes. As a young man in South Wales, Alfred Russel 
Wallace had his head examined on two separate 
occasions by itinerant phrenologists. Though he could 
not afford the fee for a full delineation, and only 
received a sketch:

'all that was stated was correct... you will be 
constantly seeking for causes... You will be a 
good calculator... and very systematic in your 
arrangements... You possess a good deal of 
firmness in what you conceive to be right, but 
you want self-confidence...'. 9

These readings, wrote Wallace in 1899, 'produced a 
strong impression on my own mind as to the value of 
phrenology, which has remained unimpaired 
throughout my life'. 10 However, it seems clear from one 
reading of a head in 1841 by James Quilter Rumball 
that phrenology could serve as much to reinforce 
prevailing social attitudes to women for example as 
to encourage individual development:

'You will be what is called a clever and active 
woman - one who will both see and act where
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it

others will be blind and powerless... there is both 
firmness and courage, self-confidence and sense - 
but unless proper control be used, unless the 
tendencies to abuse be arrested, some of the 
following errors may occur... you may become 
wilful, obstinate, oppressive and self-opinionated 
- I do not say you will be so   But I should take 
great care were I you that I would not...'. 11

Phrenology continued to be
debated at the Mechanics
Institute in Leicester into the 1840s,
but its scientific basis was
increasingly called into
question. In 1842 Punch
published a parody on
'Stomachology', a
knowledge of which,
argued, was
invaluable in the
selection of spouses,
servants and Members
of Parliament.
Claiming that the
shape of the stomach
revealed certain
physical appetites,
it divided the
'organs' of the
stomach into
four 'faculties',
including:

' "sustaining
faculties
responsible for
interest in bread,
beef, mutton,
essential to
sustenance of
animal life...; "intellectual
taste", the faculty of reflecting upon the abstract
qualities of olives and Italian salads, or
comparing Stilton with Gruyere cheese...'. 12

On a more serious note, Thomas Halliwell, in An 
Examination & Refutation of Phrenology in 1864, 
observed that, with so many 'faculties' to choose from 
(Gall's original 27 had expanded to 35 or more by mid- 
century), 'phrenologists must eventually hit upon some 
feature [of truth]... they cannot help it'. Among the 
general public, however, phrenology received a new 
boost in popularity with the arrival from the USA of die 
Fowler family - Lorenzo Niles Fowler, younger brother 
of the New York phrenologist Orson Fowler, his wife 
Lydia and his daughter Jessica. Soon after arriving in 
Britain in 1860, they embarked on an enormously 
successful lecture tour. The element of novelty, and the

reduced rates of admission offered to working-class 
audiences, help to account for their popularity, but their 
lectures on marriage, sex, physiology, heredity, child 
rearing and more besides also touched many of the 
chords of popular concern in the later 19th century.

The continuing appearance of phrenologists in trade 
directories in Leicester from die 1880s through to die 
1930s testifies to phrenology's enduring popular appeal, 
long after it had been discredited by the scientific 

fraternity. They have an interesting 
of other occupations. In 
180, for instance, there 
is Charles Baker of 

v Sussex Street, 
phrenologist & 
writer on glass'; 

Professor' 
Thomas 
Marlow of 
Bedford Street 
combining 
phrenology 
with herbalism 
in 1888; and in 
1904, John 
Pettitt of St. 
Stephen's Road, 

describ-ing 
himself as a 'tailor 

& phreno-logist'. He 
reappears in die 1920s in 

East Park Road and Mere 
Road with his wife, another 

herbalist. 13

The two who appear most 
regularly are Mrs Mary Ann

\ Butt of Mayfield Road, and 
Thomas Timson, a

Member of the British Phrenological College in 
Morcambe, author of a Chart of Spiritual Gifts & 
Mediumistic Capabilities, and principal of die Leicester 
Institute of Phrenology, which was established in 1880. 
By 1904 this had become the Leicester Hydro & 
Phrenological Institute, based at 3 Museum Square; 
and in 1920 'Professor & Madam Timson' were trading 
at the same address as the 'Vitality Hydro', offering 
hydropathy, electro-magnetism and massage, and 
'Natural, Rational Cures' for a variety of diseases - 'no 
Operations, no Shocks, no Cutting'. 14

In a shopping guide to Leicester in 1890 mere is also an 
advertisement for Professor Edwin Morrell, 
Phrenologist, Examiner & Lecturer, who 'may be 
consulted Daily relative to Health, Phrenological 
delineation of Character and Talents, Choice of 
Occupation, Mental and Physical Culture, Training of
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Children, selecting Servants, Mental Disorders, 
Nervousness etc., etc.'. An individual consultation cost 
from a shilling to 10s 6d, but it was not necessary to 
attend in person. Written or verbal advice would be 
provided on the basis of a photograph, as in the case of 
Mr W. Edge, a Civil Engineer in the Indian Public 
Works Department. During a visit to Leicester in 1889, 
Prof. Morrell:

'(much to my surprise and entire satisfaction) 
dilated on all the points of my character, 
thoroughly and completely dissecting me, leaving 
nothing undone. Above all, and more startling 
still, he described most accurately the character 
of a friend of mine from an ordinary photograph, 
summing up the prominent points in very few 
words'. 15

Another testimonial, from an unnamed 'Most 
Influential Leicester manufacturer' complimented Prof. 
Morrell on his 'strictly scientific manner'. The opposite 
end of the scale was represented by an advertisement in 
Horn's Illustrated Guide to Leicester in 1905 for Wilfred's 
Unique Book Store in Storey Street, near St. Leonard's 
Church: 'Ladies only. Every Lady purchasing a Cloth- 
bound Volume at 1/6... Will be entitled to a Free 
Seance with MRS WOODHEAD the renowned 
Clairvoyant, Palmist and Phrenologist...'. 16

However, despite its slide into the realms of popular 
entertainment, Alfred Russel Wallace retained his own 
belief in the scientific basis of phrenology. 'In the 
coming century', he wrote in 1899:

'Phrenology will assuredly attain general 
acceptance. It will prove itself to be the true 
science of the mind... and its persistent neglect 
and obloquy during the last 60 years, will be 
referred to as an example of the most incredible 
narrowness and prejudice which prevailed among 
men of science, at the same time they were

making such splendid advances in other fields of 
thought and discovery'. 17

He was wrong; but Wallace's search for an 
understanding of his own character and that of others 
was simply one reflection of the unceasing Victorian 
quest for 'improvement' and social progress, for a 
degree of control over individual destiny and that of 
society as a whole. Phrenology may not have fulfilled his 
expectations as a 'true science' - but it can still tell us a 
great deal about the Victorian mind.
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At Your Convenience: % 
The history of Leicester's Sanitation

Warburt&n

We all have one thing in common, going to the 
toilet, and yet we take the toilet for granted. 
As time moves on a generation who 

remember privies, outside toilets, chamber pots and, 
most significantly, the cold are becoming few in 
number. Every house now has an inside toilet and
bathroom, most have 
central heating and all have 
flushing toilets, but how did 
we arrive at today's ultra- 
sanitary conditioning, 
where it is our duty to kill 
99% of all known germs 
and in the process reduce 
our immune system for the 
remaining 1%!

It has been a long journey 
and the beginnings of 
proper sanitation for all, i.e. 
an inside toilet, bathroom 
and hot water on tap is a product of the 1960s. Local 
authorities realised that the vast majority of Victorian 
housing and some Edwardian housing could not sustain 
the increased demand for improved sanitation and 
ultimately the health of the nation. From the early 
1960s through to the mid 1970s councils embarked on 
a programme of 'slum' clearance, demolishing houses 
because they could not offer the rudimental sanitary 
requirements of the day. The demolition programme 
became indiscriminate and many well built 19th and 
20 th century houses that could sustain sanitary 
improvements and conversions were torn down like 
their inferior neighbours. Leicester, like other

This article looks at the development of toilets and 
sewage removal in Leicester and the building of the 
Abbey Pumping Station and Beaumont Leys sewage 
treatment works, Stuart Warburton is the Managing 
Curator for Leicester City Museum and has been 
responsible for the Abbey Pumping Station since 1993. 
In 1994/5 the site was closed for extensive 
refurbishment which resulted in the opening of 'Flushed 
with Pride' the country's first permanent exhibition 
dealing with the science, technology and social history 
of public health including sewage removal, water 
supplies and personal

enlightened Councils, was fortunate that houses built 
after the 1880s had flushing toilets, albeit outside, and a 
water supply. During the late 1970s and 80s Leicester 
Council saw the value of retaining communities and 
offering grants for the installation of bathrooms and 
central heating in the thousands of terraced houses. The

character of Victorian 
estates such as Highfield, 
Western Park, Clarendon 
Park, Belgrave/Melton 
Road and Newfoundpool 
was preserved.

Before we embark on a 
potted history (pardon the 
pun) of Leicester's 
sanitary history let us first 
establish what we mean by 
the term 'going to the 
toilet'. Until the mid to 
late 19th century going to 

the toilet meant 'to wash your face and hands', the 
word 'lavatory' meant the same and both have French 
origins. The correct terminology is 'to go to the we' or 
water closet. Today the word 'toilet' is accepted for a 
ceramic bowl with a cistern of water and a handle or 
chain that is pulled to flush the content away. Seldom 
do we use the term "water closet' and for the purpose of 
this article the term toilet will be used.

Neither do we think of the journey our waste takes to 
the treatment works or the science that is at work 
during every flush. The toilet has not arbitrarily evolved

Beaumont Leys Treatment Works about 1900.
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The Abbey Pumping Station during construction about 
1888/9.
but was technically designed for maximum efficiency. 
The flush cascades into the bowl funnelled by the rim 
creating a vortex. As it runs around the sloping 
parameter of the bowl it is picking up speed, when it 
hits the standing water at the bottom of the bowl i.e. the 
P-bend, the force creates a syphon which drags the 
standing water and contents into the drain and 
ultimately to the sewer. The speed and pressure of the 
vortex is lost and the remaining water stays in the P- 
bend to create a water trap or filter to stop the smell of 
the drain or sewer wafting back into your bathroom. 
Next time you flush the toilet stand and watch this 
ingenious piece of domestic technology.

The beginnings of the 'flush' toilet go back to the 
Roman and Greek civilisation. Many of these water 
closets can be seen around the Mediterranean and 
Greek islands, In Britain the best example of a Roman 
flushing 'toilet' is at Housesteads Fort on Hadrian's 
Wall in Northumberland. Another fine example of 
Roman sanitation can be seen in Leicester at the Jewry 
Wall Museum which is located at the Roman bath 
complex. However, with the decay of the Roman civic 
organisation, the understanding of personal hygiene and 
public health was forgotten and Britain literally entered 
a 'dark age' of sanitary awareness which lasted from the 
5 th century AD until the 1840s, around 1,500 years!

In medieval Leicester, human waste was tipped into the 
street, buried in a cesspit or discarded into the river. 
Going to the 'toilet' consisted of squatting over a hole in 
the ground or placing a seat over a hole. These cesspits 
would be used for all types of household waste and once 
full would be abandoned and a new pit dug. They 
obviously gave rise to many health issues such as 'latrine 
flies' and contamination of well water. Wealthy 
Leicester householders would be able to afford a 'urinal' 
or 'Jordan'. These had been introduced into Britain in 
the 13 th century from Europe and were a glass or

earthenware vase or 
bottle which would be 
used to urinate into and 
has given us the term 
'urinal'. Chamber pots 
also arrived on the scene 
at around the same time 
and both urinals and 
chamber pots would be 
tipped into the street, 
accompanied with the cry 
"Gardez 1'eau" or "watch 
the water". The problem 
had become so acute in 
Leicester that a by-law 
was issued in 1467 
declaring each house 
holder was to be 
responsible for their own 

rubbish. 'No man or woman suffer no corruption to lie 
before his door, nor cast out more...' By 1508 the town 
had three official dumps or 'common muckle places' at 
Belgrave gate, Gallowtree gate and the Horsefair and 
penalties were issued to anyone not using these sites. 
The earliest recorded reference of a 'garderobe' (an 
indoor privy) in Leicester is for Samuel Marshall, a 
mercer who had a house and warehouse in the Market 
Place. An Inventory dated 1671 refers to his 'house of 
Easement' i.e. a room containing a privy.

The byelaw was seriously under pressure by 1588 and 
the Corporation found it necessary to appoint a 
'Scavenger' to remove the rubbish and waste. The 
Scavenger was an unpaid official and their only means 
of income was to sell the rubbish that they collected, 
human waste being sold for manure. A hundred years 
later the Scavenger had become a permanent officer of 
the Borough and the office remained in place until 1849 
when the increased population of the town rendered the 
Scavenger wholly inadequate and the Corporation 
employed 20 nightsoil men.

By 1849 Leicester's medieval system for the removal of 
sewage had become inadequate. The population of the 
town had risen from 17,000 in 1801 to 60,000 in 1851 
and the overcrowding became more acute as the town's 
population lived side by side with industry, all 
contained within a medieval borough. Within the 
confines of the Borough the population of Leicester was 
living with its own waste. Cesspits were overflowing and 
space for new pits was becoming scarce, consequently 
cesspits would be dug near to wells or pumps and the 
sewage would contaminate the water supply. If that was 
not bad enough the town's graveyards were 
overcrowded with people taking their water from wells 
also contaminated by the diseases of their dead 
relatives! All in all the social picture of Leicester from 
the first quarter to the last quarter of the 19th century 
was one of immense filth, making Leicester one of the 
dirtiest towns in Britain with more people dying of poor
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The detritus and storm water tanks nearing completion in 
the 1920s.

sanitation and water supplies per head of population 
than in Birmingham or Manchester.

Leicester was not alone and the public health of the 
nation was in a critical state. Polluted water supplies 
had caused national cholera epidemics in 1831-2, 1845, 
1848 and 1849 and the smell in the towns had become 
overpowering. Something had to be done and in 1848 
the Conservative government led by Lord John Russell 
passed the Public Health Act. This recommended that 
flushing toilets should be installed in all new houses and 
outside privies, that houses should be served with a 
clean and treated water supply, that rubbish be removed 
from people's houses, specialist engineers and scientists 
be responsible for public works and that medical 
officers be appointed to oversee the health of the towns. 
The Act was the result of 'Report on the Sanitary 
Condition of the Labouring Population of Great 
Britain' and the 'Health of Towns Association', both 
led by Edwin Chadwick. He also headed the newly 
established General Board of Health until his ego and 
desire to control every aspect of the nation's public 
health led to the Boards collapse in 1858.

Although the act gave local authorities the power to 
establish Boards of Health and to create private sewage 
and water companies, it was ambitious and would not 
become universally accepted for another 30 years. 
Leicester, however, took the initiative and in September

1849 the newly established Leicester Board of Health 
asked Thomas Wicksteed to prepare a sewage system 
for the town. Chadwick opposed Wicksteed's scheme 
and appointed William Lee to make a revised report. 
The dispute dragged on for three years until Robert 
Stephenson (of the Rocket fame) was asked to be an 
independent adviser. He finally passed comments in 
favour of Wicksteed's scheme adding that there was "a 
thread of acrimony running through the negotiations". 
With money from the Leicester Board of Health and his 
own company, Wicksteed started work and built 
Leicester's first sewers that carried the sewage to his 
works at Abbey Meadows on the River Soar. There the 
sewage would be deodorized, as it was thought that the 
smell carried disease, and the liquids discharged into 
the river. The solid waste would be converted into 
manure and sold by the Patent Solid Sewage 
Manufacturing Company also owned by Wicksteed. The 
company, however, failed because it could not sell its 
manure and engineering flaws allowed storm water to 
back up an overflow channel and flood the cellars of 
houses in the lower parts of the town. The sewers were 
also poorly constructed and could not cope with the 
increased use and very soon started to collapse or silt 
up. In 1858 the company could no longer sustain its 
financial losses and relinquished the operation to 
Leicester Corporation who obtained a sewage system 
but at a cost of £2,000 a year.

What kinds of toilets were around at this time and how 
had the toilet developed? John Harington in 1596 built
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England's first flushing toilet since the Romans had left. 
He built it for Queen Elizabeth who was not impressed 
and consequently the idea did not catch on. It was to be 
another 175 years before there was a revival of the 
flushing toilet which became known as the water closet. 
The 'valve' water closet was developed by two men 
independent of each other at around the same time in 
the 1770s. Their names were Alexander Gumming, a 
watchmaker from London and Joseph Bramah, an 
inventor and mechanic from Yorkshire. Cummings 
patented his valve closet in!775 and Bramah in 1778. It 
is generally accepted that the superior closet was that 
designed and built by Bramah. Both toilets had a metal 
bowl and a hinged trap, the user pulled a handle that 
allowed water into the bowl and lifted the trap to wash 
the contents away. These were not proper flushing 
toilets as the water did not rush into the bowl like 
today's toilets. The designs also had other faults, 
especially in the number of moving parts, but despite 
this they continued to be made until the 1890s.

From 1770 there were a number of improvements to 
the design of the toilet, decorated ceramic bowls were 
introduced in the 1820s that were long lasting and easy 
to clean; other 'improvements' included the long and 
short hopper bowl. The first revolutionary design since 
Bramah and Gumming came in the 1870s and was 
made by the Staffordshire pottery firm Twyford's. The 
design features a rim that directed the water around the 
top of the bowl to begin its flush, an oval bowl and a P- 
bend and water trap. These were the first proper 
flushing toilets like those used today. The toilet was a 
huge success and was aptly named the 'Deluge'. Toilets 
from this time would follow the same design only 
deviating to become either wash-down closets such as 
those used in Britain or wash-out closets like those used 
in France, The Netherlands and Belgium. The modern 
toilet had arrived.

It must be 
remembered that in 
the mid 19th century 
flushing toilets were 
expensive and a 
luxury item. To 
install a flush toilet 
required a piped 
water supply or a 
large tank in the roof 
to collect rainwater. 
Leicester's first piped 
water supply was 
completed in 1852 by 
the Leicester Water 
works Company,

Beaumont Leys Lane 
with the cast iron 
rising main pipes 
before installation 
about 1888/9.
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although there had been earlier attempts at providing a 
'clean' supply of water by Alderman Wilkins in 1696. 
The piped untreated water from a well near Conduit 
Street to the market place and gentlemen's houses in 
the centre of the town. Despite the establishment of a 
water company the labouring classes of Leicester were 
unable to afford the installation of a water supply to 
their homes. The attitude of the Victorian middle and 
upperclasses did not encourage the extension of the 
water supply into working-class areas as it was felt that 
they would not respect the water and could squander it. 
As a consequence many working-class houses were built 
with ash pits (a type of privy where ash, earth or lime is 
spread over the contents to kill the bacteria) or pail 
closets, a bucket which would be emptied by the 
nightsoil men who were known locally as the 'nine 
o'clock horses'. In 1860 the Revd Moule patented the 
Earth Closet which was designed for rural areas where a 
piped water supply was impossible. It was a pail closet 
with a hopper full of earth or ash and after use a handle 
would be pulled to spread a layer of earth onto the 
contents of the pail. This would keep the smell down 
and kill some of the bacteria and once full could be 
spread on the garden. All these developments led to an 
improvement in Leicester's sanitation. Between 1872 
and 1878 the number of privies and cesspits were 
reduced from 10,606 to 2,600 whilst the number of ash 
pits increased from 3,660 to 7,388 and the number of 
pail closets grew from none to 5,040. In comparison the 
number of water closets grew relatively little from 5,090 
in 1872 to 7,476 in 1878.

After the passing of the 1875 Public Health Act the 
Corporation tightened its byelaw concerning the 
sanitary provision for new houses. Any new house built 
after 1877 had to have a piped water supply and an 
outside water closet. Between 1871 and 1911 there 
were about 35,000 new homes built in Leicester and the 
population had increased from 60,000 in 1851 to
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120,000 in 1881 and 142,000 in 1891. To meet the 
new demand on its sewage system the Corporation 
realised that the Wicksteed scheme could not cope with 
the increased use, despite the extension added in 1877. 
A new sewage treatment scheme was urgently needed.

The plans for the new system were started in 1884 and 
three years later work had begun. It consisted of eleven 
miles of new sewers all converging on a new pumping 
station that would pump the sewage to a treatment 
works and farm. Its worth noting that by the 1880s it 
was realised that it was not the odour that carried the 
decease but the actual waste therefore treatment was 
essential to kill the bacteria. The new pumping station 
was built on the River Soar about a mile from 
Wicksteed's works and was originally called the 
Beaumont Leys Pumping Station; the name was 
changed after the opening to the Abbey Pumping 
Station. Designed by Stockdale Harrison the 
architecture conveys Elizabethan overtones with its 
large windows and ornamental corners. Oddly the front 
of the building does not face the town that it serves but 
the village of Belgrave and during the 1890s it would 
have been very visible from Belgrave Hall and Belgrave 
House as well as the other upper-class houses of this 
18th century suburb. Inside the building are four 
massive Woolf compound rotary beam steam engines 
designed and built by Gimson and Company on Vulcan 
Road in Leicester. Although the engines were big they 
were not particularly advanced technologically, in fact 
the type of engine was patented in the 1804 by Arthur 
Woolf, a Cornish engineer, but it was felt by the 
Corporation that a tried and tested pump was 
preferable over the new steam engines designs or 
electric pumps. Attached to the engine house was a

The Leicester Board of Health and Aldermen at Belgrave 
Pumping Station in 1895.

boiler house containing eight Lancashire boilers and a 
coal store, and the site contained an engineer's 
workshop, smithy, stores, weighbridge for the incoming 
coal, clerk's office and manager's office; the manager 
also had a house on the site.

Beaumont Leys sewage treatment works was about 1 
1/2 miles from the pumping station and the engines had 
to lift 208,000 gallons of sewage per hour to a height of 
about!67 feet through three rising mains running under 
Beaumont Leys Lane. At the treatment works another 
steam engine pumped the sewage around the settling 
tanks to allow the bacterial break down to occur before 
being spread on the agricultural land at City Farm and 
Home Farm. The system was fully operational by 1891, 
although a Bell Mouth to the sewer and Belgrave 
Pumping Station were added in 1895. In this year the 
Corporation celebrated their public health achievement 
by holding a dinner in the Bell Mouth (adjacent to the 
Abbey Pumping Station) before, it must be stressed, the 
sewage started to flow. The total cost to the 
Corporation was £189,718 which today would be the 
equivalent of about £33, 201,000.

During the 1920s the site was extended with an 
additional of four electric pumps and new pump house 
completed in 1923, a new Western Main sewer, a storm 
water tank with a 2,500,000 gallon capacity, grit tanks 
and a two foot gauge site railway for removing the 
rubbish to a large pit dug at the side of the Abbey 
Pumping Station (today the site of the small industrial 
estate on Wallingford Road). Additional to this work
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was a series of detritus tanks which cleaned the sewage 
before it was pumped to the treatment works. This 
indicates that during the first quarter of the 20th century 
more and more rubbish was being thrown into the 
toilets and drains, such as kitchen waste, sanitary ware 
and, more disturbingly, aborted foetuses which would 
be flushed down the toilet to emerge at the detritus 
tanks. The men working at the site had to be able to 
identify the age of a foetus because for those over a 
certain age the police had to be involved. The extension 
works were completed by 1930 at a further cost of 
£350,000 equivalent today of about £41,000,000. A 
total of £539,718 (£74,201,000) had been spent by the 
Corporation/City Council in 25 years on its sewage 
removal system.

By the 1960s the scheme was too expensive to run and 
a new treatment works was built at Wanlip where all the 
sewage would flow by gravity. Consequently the 
Beaumont Leys Treatment Works and Abbey Pumping 
Station closed in 1964. During the 1960770s the 
treatment tanks at Beaumont Leys were demolished 
and built on and today little can be seen. Likewise the 
National Space Science Centre has been built inside the 
storm water tanks and closure of the Abbey Pumping 
Station saw the back filling of the detritus tanks and 
rubbish pit for safety. The Abbey Pumping Station, 
however, which was mothballed with the intention to 
open the site as an industrial museum, 
remained largely intact, with the exception 
of seven of the Lancashire boilers which were scrapped 
in the late 1960s. The site was opened as a museum of 
technology in the early 1970s. Today the Gimson 
beam engines are regularly 
steamed during museum special 
events and the narrow gauge 
railway has been preserved and 
extended to demonstrate how the 
rubbish was moved around the 
site. The museum was 
refurbished in the 1990s to tell 
Leicester's public health story.

Development of Leicester's 
public health is fascinating and 
complex and this article only 
scratches at the surface of the 
story. For a further information 
click-on the museums web site 
www.leicestermuseums.ac.uk or 
visit the Abbey Pumping Station 
where a permanent exhibition 
tells the story of Leicester's public 
health as well as explaining the 
science, technology and social 
history associated with the 
removal of sewage, provision of 
water and keeping our bodies and 
clothes clean. Everything we 
today take for granted.

Further reading.
Victorian Leicester Malcolm Elliot Phillimorel979.
Still the definitive work on the transformation of
Leicester from a medieval borough into an industrial
community.
Scavengers and Nightsoil Men: The History of Friday Street
Depot Malcolm Elliot Leicester Victorian Society 1994
A splendid eight page pamphlet outlines the quirky
world of the nightsoil men.
The Leicester Water Undertaking 1847-1974. An Historical
Review Leicester Water Department City of Leicester
1974.
Long out of print and one of the best local authority
reviews of their undertakings. Published to
commemorate the work of the city council before the
enactment of Severn Trent Water and containing some
excellent photographs.
Report on the Engine and Boilers Trials of the Beaumont
Leys New Sewage Pumping Station E.G. Mawbey
Borough of Leicester 1891. Reprinted by Leicester
Museums 1974.
A fascinating booklet for anyone interested in the
mechanical workings of a sewage pumping engine
containing excellent engineering drawings.
Unfortunately this has been out of print for some time
but it is the intention of Leicester Museums to reprint it
again in the corning 12 months.

The spectre of 
contaminated 

water. A Victorian 
public health 

cartoon brings 
home the reality of 

drinking water in 
towns.
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Seeing the Past
Alan McWhirr

\ rtists over the years have frequently chosen as their 
ZJLsubjects local topographical scenes and many of 
these have now become valuable historic records which 
help local historians to recreate the past in their locality. 
Not all are great works of art, but they do at least try to 
capture the spirit of the place and attempt to record 
buildings and landscape. Some are precise in their detail 
whilst others were not meant to record every stone or 
brick in its exact position, or depict every tree and 
hedge where it once stood. With care, however, it is 
possible to use these works to help us 'look' at the past. 
Over the years this Society has been given a number of 
topographic paintings and drawings. There are four 
paintings by George Moore Henton hanging in the Jury 
Room at the Guildhall given to the Society by Francis 
Fosbrooke in memory of Henton. There are also four 
pictures by John Fulleylove including a painting of 
Markfield windmill (blown down before 1906). The 
Elgood family gave to the Society a large collection of 
works mainly by the brothers G S and T S Elgood, but 
it also included examples by Shirley Harrison, John 
Fulleylove and Harry Ward. The Elgood collection is 
currently on loan to Leicester City Museums which also 
owns a large collection of topographical works. It would 
be very instructive to discover whether there are more 
significant local topographical works in private hands 
which were done by those just mentioned or by other 
artists who are not well represented in local collections. 
To this end the author would be delighted to receive 
details from any member.

Engraving of the Jewry Wall, Leicester, produced for William 
Stukeley's book published in 1722 (taken from Nichols).

Early books were illustrated with engravings which were 
executed on stone or metal, and the prints which once 
adorned these books have often been removed and sold 
individually. One of the earliest antiquarians to include 
prints of Leicestershire in his books was William 
Stukeley (1687-1765) whose Itinerarium Curiosum, 
published in 1722, contained views of the Jewry Wall 
and Burrough Hill. Leicestershire historians followed 
suit and by the end of the seventeenth century Throsby 
and Nichols were producing books with engravings, 
mainly buildings, but in some, wider perspectives 
include glimpes of horse-drawn carts, people and 
animals. In Nicols one can find virtually every church 
illustrated providing a valuable record of these buildings 
before the onslaught of Victorian restoration.

Leicestershire is fortunate in having a number of 
painters who practised their art during the eighteenth 
and early parts of the nineteenth centuries recording 
local scenes, the most well known being John Flower, 
George Henton, John Fulleylove and A H Findley 
(1880-1961). There were others who were not so 
prolific, but who nevertheless produced topographical 
works, some of high quality, for example, Harry Ward, 
G S and TS Elgood, Edith Gittins (1845-1910), Mary 
Sloane (1867-1961), Walter Brand (1872).

Flower's pictures became well known following the 
publication of a selection in 1826 under the title Views 
of Ancient Buildings in the Town and County of Leicester. A 
fascimilie copy of the book was produced in 1972 which 
includes an account of Flower by J D Bennett who also
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wrote a paper in the Society's Transactions 
on the artist (volume 42 (1966-7)).The 
book contained illustrations of historic 
buildings in Leicester as well as a number 
from the county including Belvoir, Ashby 
Castle, Gracedieu Nunnery and Ulverscroft 
Priory.

Henry Ward (1844-1873), known as 
Harry, only lived until the age of 29, but in 
that space of time he managed to establish 
a reputation which brought him into 
contact with the Royal Family. In the 
Elgood collection there is one of Harry 
Ward's sketchbooks and pencil drawings of 
St Paul's London, and Salisbury Cathedral.

One of Harry Ward's pupils and friend was 
John Fulleylove (1845-1908) who acquired 
a considerable reputation as a 

topographical and architectural painter. He was 
articled to the architects Shenton and Baker and 
married Elizabeth Elgood, sister of Thomas and 
G S Elgood.

George Moore Henton (1861-1924) was an 
active member of this society, and a large number 
of negatives and prints were donated to the 
society in 1925 by Mr Frank Fosbrooke, who 
seems to have had the task of sorting out 
Henton's estate. His paintings are a delight and a 
faithful record of buildings and street scenes at 
the turn of the nineteenth century. A 
comprehensive list of his topographical works is 
long overdue.

In the first quarter of the twentieth century Albert 
Findley (1880-1975) was producing a range of 
topographical scenes in addition to his Bluebell 
Wood in Swithland which he seems to have 
painted many times! Whereas Henton frequently 
painted village scenes and cottages with people, 
Findley devoted his labours to well-known 
buildings, Guildhall, Clock Tower, War

Memorial and churches, subjects which
were likely to sell.

Other artists have over the years 
contributed to our stock of topographical 
illustrations, but space does not allow 
discussion on them; this will have to wait 
for a further article. In the meantime if any 
reader has examples of topographical 
pictures by any artists mentioned above, or 
any others, please contact the author.

A selection of illustrations taken from 
Throsby's Select Views in Leicestershire, 
with dates.

Top :Stoughton Hall (1789)
Middle: View of Swithland Slate Pit (1791)
Bottom: Ulverscroft Priory (1790)
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Some Resources in the 
Leicester Git^ Reference Library, Bishop Street

Hefam Edwards

International Genealogical Index
The IGI is a worldwide index to Births/Baptisms and Marriages compiled by the Church of the Latter 
Day Saints. Although sometimes called the "Mormon Index", entries are not confined to members of the 
Mormon Church. The births, baptisms and marriages included for Britain are those recorded in parish 
and nonparochial registers. The earliest record included is 1538, but very few registers survive from this 
period. The most recent records to be found on the IGI date from approximately 1875, which was when 
civil registration of births and marriages, first introduced in 1837, was made compulsory in England and 
Wales.

The Humanities Section of the Reference Library holds the IGI for the British Isles on microfiche (a 
microfiche reader/printer is available to print copies): 
England and Wales
Information: Within each county index, surnames are listed in alphabetical order; within surnames, in 
forname order; and, within forenames, by date. 
Most entries provide: name

name of parents (for baptisms)
name of spouse (for marriages)
sex
type of event (b =birth, c = christening/baptism, m = marriage)
date
place
LDS ordinance dates, batch and serial numbers (to trace original document)

Arrangement: There is a series of separate county indexes for each of the old (pre-1974) counties of
England. London is indexed with Middlesex. A single index covers the Isle of Wight, and another the
Channel Islands.
Wales is unique in having two indexes, one arranged by surname and one by forename.
Coverage for each county varies, some are better than others. To check which records have been included
check in the Parish and vital records listings of the section.

Family Search - the IGI on CD Rom, the 1993 edition with addendum disks to 1997 - an easily
searchable database.
Ancestral File database (1997)

Soldiers died in the Great War 1914 - 1919 (CD Rom)

Periodicals
Major Historical Sources:

The Times (1785 - ) with indexes to names and topics from 1790 
The Gentleman's Magazine (1732 - 1829) 
Illustrated London news (1842 - 1994)

Family History Journals:
East Midlands Ancestor (1996-) 
Family History News & Digest (1994-) 
Family Tree Magazine (19 91 - ) 
Genealogists Magazine (19 81 - )

This information is taken from kaflets produced by the staff of the Reference Library, Bishop Street.
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3 M: ; .,•-• t:: Edited by John Hinks , <-4S^3.^ *;,• '••81
LOCAL HISTORY: GENERAL LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

ENGLISH LOCAL HISTORY: THE LEICESTER 
APPROACH 1948-1998: A DEPARTMENTAL 
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND HISTORY
Margery Tranter and others (eds.)
Friends of the Department 1999 235p ISBN
0953310531

The department of Local History at Leicester 
University has acquired over half a century a well- 
earned reputation not only for the quality of its research 
and teaching but also for its pioneering approach to 
local history. The 'Leicester approach' is one which 
encourages the exploration of local historical data in the 
context of comparable communities, seeking to identify 
regional and national patterns. Many leading local 
historians, past and present, have connections with the 
Leicester department, including W G Hoskins, H P R 
Finberg, Alan Everitt, Jack Simmons, Joan Thirsk, 
Margaret Spufford, David Hey, and Charles Phythian- 
Adams, who wrote the introduction to the department 
which forms the first part of this excellent book. The 
major part of the book is a bibliography of works 
published by those connected with the department. 
Usefully arranged under sensible subject-headings, the 
bibliography is a valuable reference tool for the local 
historian as well as an impressive record of the work and 
influence of the department. If this volume were self- 
congratulatory (and it isn't particularly) it would have 
every right to be. The 'Leicester approach' to local 
history is apparently now studied on several MA 
courses, where it is sometimes compared with the 
Annales school. Praise indeed - and richly deserved!

John Hinks

HOW TO WRITE AND PUBLISH LOCAL 
HISTORY
Bob Trubshaw
Heart of Albion Press 1999 122p ISBN 1872883338
£9.95

With the benefit often years' experience of running the 
Heart of Albion Press, based in Wymeswold, Bob 
Trubshaw has produced a very useful and eminently 
practical handbook for the local historian. The title is 
entirely accurate; this is a book about the writing and 
publishing of local history, not about how to conduct 
research. Advice is offered on writing in a clear and 
interesting style, and on such practicalities as printing, 
publishing, pricing, illustrations, footnotes and design. 
This is a readable and up-to-date handbook; perhaps 
the best practical guide available in its field.

John Hinks
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LEICESTERSHIRE MEMORIES
Trevor Hickman
Sutton 1999 160p ISBN 0750922877 £14.99

Wymondham-born Trevor
Hickman has produced a
number of books in recent
years featuring collections o:
old photographs. This is yet
another. It covers the whole
of Leicestershire, each
district being given a section
to itself. Some photographs
are comparatively recent
and there are also some
copies of engravings. The
captions are of variable
length. In some cases, for
example Garendon, there is
half a page of text, whilst the majority are 3-4 lines. It is
interesting to note the inclusion of a watercolour by
Rigby Graham (in black and white) of the church at
Breedon on the Hill painted in 1976, as a catalogue to a
Rigby Graham exhibition is reviewed below.The
publisher's blurb on the dust jacket refers to earlier
county publications such as those by William Burton
and John Throsby, and it may be that in 200 years' time
people will look back at this volume as a significant
resource for studying the past. Only time will tell!

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications

FIRST DISCOVERY OF BRITISH PALAEOLITHIC 
SCULPTURE AND ENGRAVING DISCOVERED 
IN NORTH WARWICKSHIRE AND SOUTH 
WEST LEICESTERSHIRE 
Arthur Cross 
The author 1999 20p
GARDEN PLANTS OF LEICESTERSHIRE AND 
RUTLAND:
THE STORIES BEHIND A THOUSAND BRITISH 
GARDEN PLANTS 
Graham Jackson
NCCPG 1999 128p ISBN 0953387518 
A QUARREL IN A FARAWAY COUNTRY: 
THE FATAL CIVILIAN CASUALTIES DUE TO 
AIR RAIDS ON THE FORMER COUNTY OF 
LEICESTERSHIRE 1939-45 
John Hook 
The author 1999 22p
THE RIVER SENCE: BILLESDON TO THE SOAR 
Gerry Broughton
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Broughton 1999 44p ISBN 09535038IX
SETTLING THE SCORE: 20 EAST MIDLANDS
WRITERS
Ross Bradshaw (ed.)
East Midlands Arts 1999 140p

CITY OF LEICESTER

FROM TOLLGATE TO TRAMSHED:
THE HISTORY OF LONDON ROAD,
LEICESTER c!860-1920
Helen Boynton and Derek Seaton
The authors 1999 124p ISBN 0952894815 £8.00

Toll gate... 
Trajtmsheii

The first print run of
1000 copies of this
delightful book have all
been sold and one only
hopes that the authors
can be persuaded to take
the financial risk and
have a reprint. The book
is an account of the
buildings on both sides
of London Road from
Victoria Park (the site of
the tollgate) to the
borough boundary,
where a former
tramshed still stands,
hence the title. Each
entry gives details of when and for whom houses were
erected and frequently of the architect. There is usually
a photograph and there are one or two extracts from
maps showing the grounds of the larger houses. Early
editions of Ordnance Survey maps give a vivid
illustration of this part of Leicester as it developed, and
parts of these could have been included to great effect
and to assist the reader fitting the buildings into
context. In addition to an attractive colour cover there
are seventeen colour pages grouped together in the
middle. Interviews with people who lived in these
houses add colour to the routine descriptions of the
buildings and bring to life this leafy suburb of Leicester.
An excellent book; do try to find a copy and buy it!

Alan McWhirr

POST-WAR BLUES
Valeric A Tedder
Living History Unit, Leicester City Council 1999
132p ISBN 1901156850 £7.50

Post-War Blues is the sequel to the very popular Pantry 
Under the Stairs, written by Valeric Tedder and 
published by the Living History Unit in 1994. The first 
book was an account of a wartime childhood in 
Leicester, this book takes the story on into the 
immediate post-war years and up to 1958. Valeric is 
eleven in 1946 and the story takes her through

secondary school, moving house, the birth of a little 
sister, the search for work in the factories of Leicester, 
through love, romance and dancing at the Palais to an 
eventual decision to change her life completely by 
joining the police force. The whole is a well-written, 
absorbing account of family life during difficult times. 
The major issues of poor housing and the threat of 
unemployment are mixed with lively tales of Guide 
camps at Woodhouse Eaves, visits to the cinema, 
amateur dramatics and weeks away at one of the very 
popular holiday camps of the fifties.

This is reminiscence writing at its best. Securely set in 
the national and local context, the stories give a clear 
insight into the social and economic conditions of, not 
only Leicester in the forties and fifties, but also much of 
post war England. The production by the Living 
History Unit conforms to their usual high standard. 
There are fewer photographs than in some of their 
books, but all are well-chosen and apt (I particularly 
like the 'knobbly knees' line-up at the holiday camp!) 
and more space is left for the excellent text. We await 
the next instalment about Valerie's twenty-six years in 
the Leicester police.

Helen Edwards

FOUR YEARS REMEMBERED: LEICESTER
DURING THE GREAT WAR
Ben Beazley
Breedon Books 1999 192p £14.99 ISBN 1859831826

Born in Leicester, during the Second World War, Ben 
Beazley has written an important and much-needed 
account of the Great War and its repercussions upon his 
native city. Four Years Remembered charts the period of 
the conflict during which hardly a family remained 
untouched by that terrible ordeal, which the author has 
carefully documented with perception and sensitivity. 
The reader is left to reflect how the tranquil years of the 
early part of the twentieth century had been changed, 
dramatically, for ever. Two years of research preceded 
this publication and one cannot be other than 
impressed by the amount of detail and factual 
information which the author has painstakingly 
gathered in order to produce a work of rare quality. The 
book contains a wonderful selection of photographs 
which illustrate, vividly, life in Leicester throughout the 
First World War and which complement the text 
perfectly. Coverage of the local regiments and the 
hospitalisation of vast numbers of wounded servicemen 
is moving and the accompanying appendices are helpful 
and very impressive in breadth and detail. I was, 
perhaps, surprised to find no mention in the extensive 
bibliography, of the book by J P Armitage, Leicester 
1914-18, published in 1933.

The author has neatly concluded his book with an 
account, suitably illustrated, of the visit to Leicester by
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King George V and Queen Mary on 10 June 1919. 
During the visit the king knighted Alderman Jonathan 
North, the Mayor of Leicester throughout the four years 
of the Great War, and the following month Leicester 
was accorded City status. This is a splendid book, 
invaluable to social and military historians alike. Above 
all, it is a lasting tribute to the struggle and sacrifice of 
Leicester people from all walks of life. I, for one, cannot 
wait for Ben Beazley's next book!

Derek Seaton

LEICESTER: A PICTORIAL HISTORY
Malcolm Elliott
Phillimore 1999 (2nd edn) 128p £13.99 ISBN
1860770991

The first edition of this extremely popular and highly 
successful book was published in 1983. Now, sixteen 
years later, Malcolm Elliott has produced a new edition 
of Leicester: A Pictorial History. The short and very 
concise historical introduction, covering 18 pages, has 
been updated to bring readers through to the end of the 
twentieth century. Undoubtedly the most impressive 
feature of the book is the inclusion of many new and 
replacement photographs which are quite wonderful in 
their range and impact. The illustrations by John 
Nichols and the paintings by John Flower, together with 
the well-chosen array of photographs, transport the 
reader through the centuries with ease and delight. The 
striking photograph of sheep being driven down Saffron 
Lane, a mere country lane in March 1916, contrasts, 
dramatically, with the futuristic, high-tech Queen's 
Building of De Montfort University built barely a mile 
away in 1994. They illustrate, vividly the transformation 
of Leicester in the rapidly changed world of the 
twentieth century.

Few local historians have contributed so much to our 
understanding of Leicester's past as Malcolm Elliott has 
achieved with his lectures and writing over the last 38 
years. Perhaps it requires an 'outsider', such as 
Malcolm, to bring an objective view of Leicester as a 
city of such historical significance. Leicester: A Pictorial 
History is a must for all lovers of local history and it 
complements, perfectly, the first edition being, in 
essence, a second volume of the work by one of 
Leicester's most respected adopted sons.

Derek Seaton

ROMAN AND MEDIEVAL OCCUPATION IN 
CAUSEWAY LANE: EXCAVATIONS 1980 AND 
1991
Aileen Connor and Richard Buckley
University of Leicester Archaeological Series 1999
385p ISBN 0951037781 £29.95

This is a report of excavations conducted in Causeway 
Lane, Leicester in 1991, on a site which is now

occupied by Saxon House,
built for the Inland Revenue.
Excavation reports such as
this one are not to everybody's
taste, but anybody with the
slightest interest in the
archaeology of the East
Midlands would find plenty to |
keep them occupied in this
volume. It is the first major
excavation report to be
published since Kathleen
Kenyon produced hers in
1948 on the results of
excavations on the Jewry Wall site conducted between
1936 and 1939. For that reason it is constructive to
compare the two. In both there are sections dealing
with the excavations, pottery, coins, and artefacts, the
usual stuff of such reports, but in this recent volume
there are 56 pages devoted to environmental evidence,
something which is hardly mentioned in Kenyon's
report. Listed here are sections on eggshells, fish
remains, oysters, mineralised flies and woodlice,
parasites and more. More importantly, the results of
these specialist studies are incorporated into the general
discussion earlier on in the volume. Many people
contributed to this report and the authors are to be
congratulated on pulling them all together to produce
another significant work on the early history of
Leicester.

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications

ASFORDBY STREET POLICE AND FIRE
STATION CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
Asfordby Street Police Station 1999 28p
END OF AN ERA: THE STORY OF CHARLES
KEENE COLLEGE
Malcolm Elliott
Charles Keene College 1999 54p
HISTORY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF
LEICESTER:
CELEBRATING 80 YEARS AS A CITY: 1919-1999
Leicester City Council 1999 12p
A LEICESTER CHRONICLE, AS IT OCCURRED
TOME
J G Whittaker
The author 1999 105p
THE MYSTERY OF THE HUMBER STONE
John Harrison
Mondith 1999 16p
THE SCATTERED SCRUFFS: THE SCATTERED
HOMES, LEICESTER
Hazel Jacques
Reprint 1999 264p

36



Leicestershire Historian 2000
TOWNS AND VILLAGES

BILLESDON: 2000 YEARS OF A HIGH
LEICESTERSHIRE VILLAGE
Mel Ylaeminke and others
Billesdon Local History Group 1999 72p

'A large and well-built village... in a fertile and pleasant 
valley... in Gartree Hundred, Billesdon Union, 
Peterborough Bishopric, South Leicestershire.' (White's 
Directories 1846 and 1855). Plans from White and a 
village plan of 1969 are included in this book which is a 
substantial and enterprising piece of work by the Local 
History Group. Sections which are chronological in 
their coverage - Early History, Medieval, 17th Century 
etc - are interspersed with others on individual 
buildings such as St John the Baptist church, the 
workhouse and the old school. These latter are often 
fascinating in their detail: for instance, the Group has 
concluded that the school is probably older than 1650 
(the date on a plaque on its front wall). Sections on 
Billesdon in Victorian times, law and order, education, 
sickness and health, and leisure are especially rich in the 
detail of social life in the village.

A very minor criticism might be that some of the black 
and white photographs are rather small and not too 
clear. Perhaps more importantly, I think it is 
unfortunate that 'references can be supplied [only] on 
request'. It is a tribute to the book's scale and historical 
detail to suggest that there should be an apparatus of 
references wherever appropriate to the text, or at least a 
separate bibliography of the main printed sources; 
perhaps this could be rethought in any revised edition. 
Despite these reservations, this book will be of very 
great interest to local historians as well as residents and 
visitors. The Local History Group's editorial work has 
ensured that the subtitle is fully justified.

Colin Jones

IMAGES OF LOUGHBOROUGH 
Breedon Books 1999 192p ISBN 1859831613

This book is a history of Loughborough in photographs. 
The introduction explains that it is, in fact, a sample of 
the four thousand photographs that form part of the 
Local Studies Collection in Loughborough Library. 
The book is a large, hard-backed volume of almost two 
hundred pages. The photographs themselves are all 
black and white. Each photograph has a caption with 
details of people and places and a date or approximate 
time. There are sixteen chapters, each containing 
images of different aspects of the life of the town and its 
people.

There are very few historic buildings in modern 
Loughborough. This book presents an opportunity for 
the present generation to see those long-demolished 
buildings. There are also people who were once

prominent in Loughborough life, their achievements 
largely forgotten but their names living on in the street 
names of the modern town. Perhaps this book will 
appeal mainly to people who live, or have lived, in 
Loughborough, particularly those with an interest in the 
history of the town, but I think that it will give those 
people a lot of pleasure. It also gives us an insight into 
the photographic collection that is held in the library 
and perhaps it will encourage readers to visit the library 
in search of further treasures.

Pat Grundy

RAVENSTONE AND SNIBSTON:
A CELEBRATION OF 2000 YEARS OF VILLAGE
LIFE
Ravenstone Local History Group 1999 82p

This book aims to tell the history of the parish of 
Ravenstone and Snibston and to a large extent it 
succeeds in its aims. The text is divided into various 
chapters each looking at the history of one aspect of the 
village and its inhabitants. The text is interspersed with 
some interesting oral history passages that help to 
illuminate the text. Clearly a lot of work has gone into 
the book's production and the text is illustrated with 
some good photographs of both the village and 
documents relating to the village. However the book is 
let down by its bibliography and one or two lapses in 
proof reading. Having said that there is much to 
commend the book to anyone interested in the history 
of the parish and needing some general background to 
the village and its life.

Lois Edwards

GREAT BOWDEN: A VILLAGE AND ITS
PEOPLE
Henry A Jones (ed.)
Great Bowden Historical Society 1999 128p ISBN
0953698106

This book is not a history of Great Bowden but an 
interesting collection of memories and research by 
people who live, or have lived, there. Produced by the 
Great Bowden Historical Society with contributions 
from many of its members, the book still has a 
consistent style. It is a substantial paperback and it 
contains a selection of personal memories of some of 
the older villagers and some well-researched articles. 
These articles focus on buildings such as the church 
and the schoolhouse and on some of the well-known 
families within the village such as the March and the 
Scrope families. Although it is not a historical account 
the book covers the period of the last millennium and, 
whilst there is clearly a lot more material from the last 
century in the way of photographs, plans and personal 
memories, the preceding centuries have not been 
skipped over.
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Clearly the contributors have worked hard at 
researching their subjects. The print is clear and easy to 
read and the photographs and other illustrations are 
both clear and relevant. The research has been 
thorough and the result is a book that is full of 
information about Great Bowden, the village, its 
institutions and its people. It is an absorbing read and 
will appeal especially to people who have an interest in 
Great Bowden but I also think that it will appeal to all 
who wish to know more about English village life.

Pat Grundy

NOW AND THEN
Pupils of Tugby C E Primary School
Button Press 1999 152p ISBN 184132034X £4.99
WORLDS WITHIN WORDS
Overdale Junior School
Button Press 1999 197p ISBN 1841320358 £4.99
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
Loughborough C E Primary School Pupils
Button Press 1999 138p ISBN 1841320439 £4.99

These publications by Button Press of Stafford are very 
similar in format and style. Inside colourful covers 
featuring original art work, all three consist of black and 
white reproductions of writings, drawings and, in some 
cases, puzzles by children at each school. It is a simple 
and effective idea, and one which links well into the 
national Literacy Strategy. However, there are some 
interesting differences in their origins and content.

Now and Then, by pupils of Tugby C E Primary School, 
is inspired by the Millennium, and represents the 
children's ideas of 'Past', 'Present' and 'Future'. World 
War I, robots, and the Millennium House are among 
the themes which feature in the work, along with word- 
searches and quizzes testing the reader's knowledge of 
the 20th century (answers are included!). The 
publication from Overdale Junior School in Leicester is 
the result of a Worlds Within Words week in March 
1999 in which the children worked with authors, 
storytellers and illustrators. Skeletons, graveyards, 
ghosts, werewolves and monsters feature prominently 
among its 'Scary Scribbles', both in words and pictures. 
These lead neatly through a section on 'What I am 
afraid of into the children's perceptions of loneliness, 
divorce and war and other aptly entitled 'Serious Stuff.

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow marks a 'birthday' of 
Loughborough C. E. School with a contribution from 
every child in the school. A section on 'Feelings' records 
some of the disappointments as well as the pleasures of 
life, including the birth of a baby sister instead of the 
longed-for brother - 'but now I really like her'. The future 
is anticipated in the form of flying cars which will cost 
around £15,000, but will be 'so spectacular and superior 
that the cars we use now will be selling for around £1 only'. 
Other themes include 'Memories' - of having visitors 
from New Zealand, for instance, and of the joys of 
scoring your first ever goal for the football team.

These books are well produced and very reasonably 
priced, and have an obvious market among children, 
parents, teachers and other adults connected with the 
schools concerned. However, while the children have 
clearly been directed towards certain themes, their own 
hopes, joys and fears are expressed in imaginative and 
often moving ways which are universal enough to repay 
a wider audience. To take just one example, accounts 
by some children from Loughborough C E School of 
their first day at school will inevitably provoke more 
memories in turn/ Very frightening', wrote one child: 
'Like thunder and lightning striking in my head'. Quite so, 
and very well put. I remember it well!

Cynthia Brown

THE MILLENNIUM ALBUM: BARKBY, 
BARKBY THORPE AND HAMILTON
N. Toms (ed)
Barkby Local History Group 2000 104p £7

BARKBY: THE VILLAGE AND ITS PEOPLE
Angela Pick (ed).
Barkby Local History Group 2000 69p £7

Barkby the Village and its People is a journey down 
memory lane. The author/ compiler has lived in Barkby 
Thorpe for a mere 36 years but her husband's family 
have lived and worked in the locality for 110 years! Her 
'heritage trail' wanders through fact, legend, characters 
(including ghosts) buildings, memories, touching on 
education, chapels and church, wild flowers and fruits, 
recipes, walks, weather and wildlife. It includes some 
contributions from local residents including children at 
the Pochin School and some oral reminiscences. 
Illustrated with photographs of Barkby 'then and now' 
and coloured drawings by local artists (including school 
children), this is an attractive compilation. It is a 
somewhat nostalgic account of life in a village which has 
not greatly changed over the years; where life still relates 
to the Hall and farming and where community spirit is 
founded on shared history and heritage as well as 
present day village life. Of particular fascination for 
anyone, who like myself, has had the privilege of living 
in that delightful village but also of interest to local 
historians as an attractive and somewhat different 
village publication.

The Millennium Album is a different concept: a 
Domesday Book of Barkby and its environs at the 
period leading up to the year 2000. It is a remarkable 
undertaking. All but six of the villagers contributed. 
The majority of the clear black and white illustrations 
show a property with its present occupants 
accompanied by an account noting its history and 
details of former occupiers, sometimes a brief sketch of 
family life today. There is no uniformity of approach, 
some residents go to town describing their family and 
its activities, others more reticent stick to plain facts or 
give only brief details. Contributions range from the
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present squire, whose family have lived in the village 
since 1447, to the newest resident. Together 
contributions make up a kaleidoscope of a village which 
is still firmly grounded in the past whilst appealing to 
those who look for peace and quiet in the twentieth 
century.

The first-hand descriptions are interspersed with 
contributions from businesses which operate in the 
village and people who serve the village now, the 
milkman, the school, the church, the post lady, even the 
team of dustmen has been persuaded to contribute. 
Barkby local history society are to be congratulated on 
an enterprise which will not only be of great interest to 
anyone with village connections but a source of first 
hand source material in the future.

Jennifer Sandys

THE SPROXTON CROSS
Raymond Taylor
The Parish of High Framland Unpublished
typescript in the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland 1999 4p

A detailed description and investigation into the only 
pre-Conquest cross in Leicestershire that stands 
complete. Raymond Taylor concludes that the unusual 
wheel-headed cross is of Anglo-Norse origins and is of a 
Celtic design introduced into this country probably 
from the Isle of Man in the 10th century. Mr Taylor, 
through his well-argued article, hopes to redefine the 
monument which has long been referred to in various 
local publications as "Saxon".

Helen Edwards

STOUGHTON: IMAGES OF A VILLAGE 
Soar Valley Press 47p £3.00

This is a substantial booklet on a village tucked away 
near the city end of Stoughton aerodrome. It contains 
historical information, and some interesting 
speculation, especially about Stoughton Grange and the 
families associated with it, detail concerning individual 
properties and farmhouses, a full description of St Mary 
and All Saints church and its history, and delightful 
personal reminiscences which include some by Maggie 
Philbin who lived in the village for most of her 
childhood. Sideways links with St Luke's church and 
school in Thurnby are also brought out. A map or plan 
would sometimes be helpful to non-Stoughtonians in 
finding and keeping their bearings but despite this, the 
booklet - attractively produced and illustrated - 
represents an admirable enterprise on the part of the 
village community.

Colin Jones

Other recent publications

HAPPIEST DAYS OF OUR LIVES: 150th
ANNIVERSARY OF LONG CLAWSON C OF E
PRIMARY SCHOOL 1849-1999
The school 1999 122p
KIRBY BELLARS REMEMBERED
Alan Fox and Jill Luke (eds.)
The editors 1999 64p
LUTTERWORTH PUBS
Alan Bailey and others
Lutterworth Local History Group 1999 80p ISBN
0953211617
RECORD OF SADDINGTON'S HISTORY,
EVENTS AND PEOPLE
Raymond Grant
The author 1999 178p
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION IN QUORN: ITS
HISTORY OVER 60 YEARS
Pauline Shacklock
QuornRBL1999 120p
TALES OF OUR VILLAGE: WALTON ON THE
WOLDS
Montague Bertie Bird (Rector 1869-1942)
Ann Jones 1999 28p
TIN HATTERS' TALES: A MILLENNIUM
SOUVENIR OF HINCKLEY MUSEUM
David J Knight
Hinckley and District Museum 1999 49p
TWO MILLENNIA OF VILLAGE LIFE: A
HISTORY OF EAST LEAKE
East Leake Parish Council 1999 71p ISBN
095310301
WALTON ON THE WOLDS IN PAST AND
PRESENT PHOTOGRAPHS AND POSTCARDS
Ann Jones
Reprint 1999 51p
WINDS OF CHANGE: WOODHOUSE AND
WOODHOUSE EAVES IN PICTURES
Leicestershire Libraries and Information Service and
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History
Group 1999 62p ISBN 0850224268

PEOPLE

CHAMPIONS OF YOUR CENTURY: 1900-1999
Alan Forrest
Kairos Press 1999 lOOp ISBN 1871344247 £6.95

Regular readers of the Leicester Mercury may be familiar 
with some of the contents of this book. Alan Forrest, 
who moved to Britain from Canada around ten years 
ago, wrote several columns for the Mercury in the run 
up to the Millennium, inviting readers to vote for their 
'Champions' in the field of entertainment. He had been 
'making lists all my life, and it's just a fortuitous concourse of 
events that I'm allowed to write a column about the things 
that I've been interested in'.

Categories ranged from the greatest comedian, the
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greatest rock band and die best speaking voice, to die 
greatest breed of dog. The readers responded in their 
thousands, and die results are set out in the book, along 
widi illustrations and some of their reasons for voting as 
they did. The latter are often the most interesting part 
of it, but I won't spoil die fun for you by revealing the 
'Champions' diemselves. Apart from the Beatles, they 
are not as obvious as they may seem.

One of die reasons for reading diis book would be to 
compare your own view of die 'best' with that of the 
public who voted. I didn't vote, but I still have an 
opinion about die relative merits of The Jungle Book, ET 
and Guess Who's Coming to Dinner. In die short term, 
die book will provoke many such interesting debates. In 
20, 50 or even 100 years' time, it may also stand as a 
valuable snapshot of popular culture at die turn of die 
20di century.

Cyndiia Brown

RIGBY GRAHAM: A RETROSPECTIVE
CELEBRATION AT NEW WALK MUSEUM
LEICESTER
Edel Brucciani
Leicester City Museums in association with the
Goldmark Gallery, Uppingham 1999 48p ISBN
1870507991

This catalogue was
produced for a
retrospective exhibition of
Rigby Graham's work held
at New Walk Museum in
1999. It is a 48-page A4
book with colour cover
and 8 pages of colour
inside. In total there are
47 illustrations and so die
majority are in black and
white which, for those
who know die boldness of
colour in much of Rigby's
work, is unfortunate, but if
all had been in colour the
cost of die booklet would have been prohibitive. The
catalogue opens widi 'notes of a conversation' between
die artist and Edel Brucciani, which draws out details of
his career and die media in which he works. Then
follows the catalogue of material in die exhibition, a
chronological survey of Graham's career, a list of
exhibitions and finally a bibliography. Over the years
Rigby has produced many works on Leicestershire
tiiemes and it is only right that diis book should feature
in die Leicestershire Historian. In particular one
remembers his Leicestershire published by Gadsby's in
1980.

Alan McWhirr

Other recent publications

BISHOP CYRIL BARDSLEY AND THE DIOCESE 
OF LEICESTER 1927-1940 
Gerald T Rimmington
Leicester Cathedral 1999 18p ISBN 0953570746 
LEICESTER MAN, PRAYER BOOK PRIEST: 
JOHN BOLD OF STONEY STANTON 1679-1751 
Michael Banks 
Leicester Cathedral 1999

CHURCHES

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, WIGSTON MAGNA: 
A HISTORY OF THE PARISH CHURCH 
Janice Broughton 
Broughton Publishing 1999 72p ISBN 0953503801
£3.75

A well-produced book which
traces the history of die
church in detail, but also
includes sections on education
in the parish, bells and die
parish graveyard. There is also
a helpful bibliography. The
dozen or so illustrations have
reproduced reasonably well,
but it is unfortunate that diere
is no ground plan of die
church, or a recent map of
Wigston to show the church's
position in relation to other
buildings mentioned in die text. Towards die end of die
book after die section headed The Twentieth Century are
two sections, one on bells and the odier on the parish
graveyard. The latter is confusing for, after two pages
dealing widi die churchyard, die author turns to
changes in the interior of die church, and die vicarage.
These matters would have been better in die section
covering die twentieth century rather than tacked on to
details of die churchyard. The publication is a splendid
effort and all should be congratulated. If there is a
reprint could we please have a church plan - there are
two blank pages which could be used. At die same time
dates in die form 1950's could be replaced by 1950s.

Alan McWhirr

CENTURY TO MILLENNIUM:
ST JAMES THE GREATER CHURCH,
LEICESTER: 1899-1999
Alan McWhirr (ed.)
The church 1999 234p ISBN 095361608

Church histories vary widely in quality. This 
exceptionally well-produced history of one of Leicester's 
most spectacular churches is of a higher quality dian 
many books about cathedrals, abbeys and die major 
London churches. Aldiough it does not claim to be an
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exhaustive history of the 
church, nor a definitive 
architectural account, the 
text is very thorough and 
informative, and is 
complemented by 
illustrations of outstanding 
quality, many in colour. 
Perhaps the most 
fascinating of these are the 
pictures of the temporary 
church of 1881 and the 
amazing digitally- 
constructed photograph 
showing what St James the 
Greater would have looked like had the enormous and 
overpowering planned campanile in the centre of the 
west fa£ade been built. (Thank goodness it wasn't!) The 
A4 paperback format enables illustrations to be 
reproduced at a reasonable scale, many taking up a 
whole page. The close-ups of the murals in the apse are 
especially welcome to one who has gazed at them from 
afar during many a concert! This is an outstandingly 
well-produced book about a uniquely interesting 
Leicester church.

John Hinks

Other recent publications

AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM:
A GUIDE TO ALL SAINTS CHURCH, WIGSTON
MAGNA
Janice Broughton
Broughton 1999 60p ISBN 0953503828
CHURCHES IN CHARNWOOD: A CHURCH
CRAWL:
No. 1 - THE DEANERY OF AKELEY EAST
The author 1999 86p
GALLOWTREE GATE CONGREGATIONAL
CHAPEL, LEICESTER: 1823-1921
Gerald T Rimmington and Alan McWhirr
LAHS 1999 36p
HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
RESTORED PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY,
WYMESWOLD
[reprint of 1846 original]
Reprint 1999 28p
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL: THE STAINED
GLASS
John C Hughes
Leicester Cathedral 1999 1 Ip
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH AND ST.
MARY'S CHURCH, WALTON ON THE WOLDS
Ann Jones
Reprint 1999 62p
ST. MARY DE CASTRO, LEICESTER: A GUIDE
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Catherine Aston
The church 1999 15p

ST. REMIGIUS' CHURCH, LONG CLAWSON: A 
HISTORY AND GUIDE 
Raymond Taylor 
The church 1999 34p

HEALTH AND WELFARE

HISTORY OF BAXTER GATE HOSPITAL
Vicki Wilson 
Reprint 1999 47p

This is a booklet with twenty-four pages in a convenient 
size. It tells the story of Baxter Gate Hospital in 
Loughborough from its beginning as a dispensary on a 
nearby site, through its removal to the present site and 
its transition to a general hospital. The publication of 
this booklet is timely because the hospital will soon 
close its doors on Baxter Gate and the site will be sold 
as staff continue their work in a new hospital. The 
booklet contains a lot of interesting photographs and 
facsimiles of documents but unfortunately there are also 
some inaccuracies. The author appears to have had a lot 
more material from the mid-twentieth century than 
from the years before and this unbalances the story 
somewhat. I was a little disappointed and felt that more 
could have been made of the material available. 
However there is a lot of nostalgia surrounding the 
hospital as closure draws nearer and I am sure that 
many former patients and staff will read it with interest.

Pat Grundy

INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

EXCELLENCE THROUGH INDEPENDENCE: 
THE FIRST ISO YEARS OF EVERARD'S 
BREWERY 1849-1999 
Everard's 1999 64p ISBN 095359680X

This is a book that will be of interest to beer-drinkers 
and tee-totallers alike. It is a history of Everards 
Brewery over the last one hundred and fifty years but it 
is also a family history of the Everard family and a social 
history of the times. In hard-back, with a lot of 
colourful illustrations which include many photographs, 
the book begins with a history of the Everard family 
from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century. What 
could have been a boring list of names and dates has 
been summarised into a brief but interesting account. 
The book becomes more detailed after that, beginning 
with the founder, William Everard J P. A time line 
down the outer page edges intersperses important 
family dates with important historical dates and the text 
contains references to contemporary events and social 
change.

The text is clear and easy to read and the content is 
interesting. It is well illustrated with photographs, 
engravings and reproductions of plans and documents. 
The story takes the reader through a hundred and fifty
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years and ends with details of the current Everard 
estate, the company philosophy and a simple pedigree 
chart of the Everard family. The reader is given a sense 
of the past and a feeling of looking to the future. This 
has been well researched and well written and will have 
a wide appeal, not just to drinkers of Everard's beer but 
to people who are interested in social history. I found it 
an enjoyable book.

Pat Grundy

MAGNIFICENT MERCURY: THE HISTORY OF 
A REGIONAL NEWSPAPER: THE FIRST 125 
YEARS OF THE LEICESTER MERCURY 
Steve England 
Kairos Press 1999 140p ISBN 1871344212 £14.50

This hardback book has been
compiled by the Mercury's
librarian, Steve England, to
whom many Leicestershire
local historians have reason to
be grateful as, over the twenty
or so years he has been with
the newspaper, he has
responded to many enquiries.
We are taken through the 125
years in a series of twelve
chapters, most of which are
devoted to a decade. The text
is laid out in two columns and
most pages carry a series of snippets of information in
vertical boxes down the outside edge of the page. Kairos
Press have done a good job with the layout and overall
production resulting in an attractive volume. There is
no index. There are illustrations on most pages and
good use has been made of significant Mercury front
pages such as Armistice Day 1918 and the Abdication
of the King in 1936.

Members of our Society will be particularly interested 
in the accounts of James Thompson who took control of 
the Leicester Chronicle and later acquired the 
Leicestershire Mercury. He merged the two in 1864. 
Thompson helped to found the Society in 1855 and was 
honorary curator of the town's museum. He served on 
the committee and contributed to Transactions. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

Alan McWhirr

TAKE IT TO MOODY'S OF SHEEPY MAGNA: 
A VILLAGE WHEELWRIGHT REMEMBERS 
Dorien Carr Moody
Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records 
Service 1999 Sip 0850224217

This charming book is the recollections of a craftsman's 
life and trade. Dorien Moody was a wheelwright 
working in Sheepy Magna in a workshop that dated

from 1742. On Mr Moody's retirement the workshop 
was moved brick by brick to Snibston Discovery Park, 
Coalville where it now forms part of the exhibits. The 
book was written to explain the life of a wheelwright 
and the history of the shop. The text is written in an 
easy-to-read style that brings to life the text. The 
illustrations show how the work was done. The book is 
divided into chapters that concentrate various aspects of 
a wheelwright's craft and how the job fitted into the 
village life of Sheepy Magna and the surrounding 
villages. This book would appeal to the social historian, 
anyone with an interest in woodworking and those who 
have an interest in Sheepy Magna.

Lois Edwards

Other recent publications

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WINDLASS:
INCLUDING CANAL NAVIGATIONS IN
BARROW UPON SOAR RIOTS, AUGUST 1795 and
A SURVEY OF BRIDGES ALONG THE RIVER
SOAR FROM MOUNTSORREL TO
LOUGHBOROUGH
Reprint 1999 49p
LOUGHBOROUGH WHARF AND CHARLES H
LEWIS, BRITISH WATERWAYS EMPLOYEE 1956-
1994
Malcolm Dark
Reprint 1999 78p
MINES OF TICKNALL AND STAUNTON
HAROLD
Howard Usher
Ticknall Preservation and Historical Society 1999 20p
THE NAVIGATION PUB AND CANAL TO
BARROW DEEP LOCK:
A HISTORY FROM 1794
Malcolm Dark
Reprint 1999 69p
SERVING THE SHOEMAKER FOR 100 YEARS:
THE OFFICIAL CENTENARY HISTORY OF
BRITISH UNITED SHOE MACHINERY
lan Howie
The company 1999 144p ISBN 0953653102
TIGER TALES AND ALES:
A DIRECTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE BREWERS
1400 TO 1999
Brewery Historical Society 1999 194p ISBN
1873966075
TWISTED YARNS: THE STORY OF THE
HOSIERY INDUSTRY IN HINCKLEY
Su Barton and Rhianydd Murray
North Warwickshire and Hinckley College 1999 80p
ISBN 0953551806
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Where is it?
If you have any photographs which you are unable to identify let 
us try and help. Send a copy (not the original) to the Editor and if 
suitable, we will publish them in the next Leicestershire Historian.

Can you identify where these 
pictures were taken? There are 
larger versions on pages 9, 11 
and 20. 
If so please write to the Editor.

Nobody identified the public 
house shown on the right which 
we included in the last editin of 
the Leicestershire Historian. Any 
further thoughts? 
The picture was taken by a 
commercial firm by the name of 
F W Broadhead, 55 Welford 
Road, Leicester.
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