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Editorial
This year's edition of the Leicestershire Historian contains a particularly broad range of articles and 
features of local interest. In addition, many of them also have a wider geographical dimension.

Ken ftaker, who moved to Australia some years ago, was prompted by the photograph of the Cheney 
Memorial in Gaddesby Church, featured in Joyce Lee's article on equine local history in last year's edition, 
to write about the exploits of Cheney at Waterloo. J. A. EJennett is continuing the mammoth task of listing 
articles on Leicestershire History published in a wide range of non-local journals. The list continues and 
supplements his previous work published in the Historian in 1991 (copies of which are available from the 
Honorary Librarian of the Society, c/o The Guildhall). Mr Pennett has also supplied a fascinating account 
of the dramatic fame of Melton Mowbray, as played out on the London stage.

Philip Jordan provides us with an insight into the work of the Historic Buildings Trust and Neil Crutchley 
has written an interesting article about Philip's father, Eric Jordan, the world-renowned carilloneur of 
Loughborough. A listing of Internet sites of interest to local historians and genealogists takes our 
researches out into hyperspace and gives a flavour of the scope of resources now freely available and 
examples of how local history can be presented to a wide audience. (Access to the Web is now available 
at all major libraries in the City and County).

We are grateful for a donation from the Leicester Mercury towards the cost of production of the 
Historian, and their librarian, Steve England, has contributed a short piece on the history of the paper. 
Further articles on the village of Cotes, Victorian Commemorative plaques and the Friendly Societies of 
Leicestershire complete a full and, I hope, informative edition.

Once again, I am grateful to John Hinks for collecting and editing book reviews and to his dedicated team 
of reviewers. My especial thanks go to Alan McWhirr, who has, again, nursed the copy into print and 
provided much help and advice along the way.

Helen Edwards

Editor: Helen Edwards. All contributions should be sent to the Editor, 
75 Westfield Road, Leicester, LE3 6HU.

Published by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
The Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, Leicester, LE1 5FQ.

Copyright © The Society and the individual authors. 1999. 

ISSN 0024-0664

Printed by the Reprographic Unit, University of Leicester, 
from camera ready copy supplied by Alan McWhirr.



Victorian Commiffilrative Plaques

FT^he month of June 1887 saw the 50th anniversary 
I of the accession to the throne of Queen Victoria; 

*L only two previous monarchs, Henry III and 
George III, reigned for so long. It was also a time when 
Queen Victoria was emerging from her long seclusion 
after the death of Prince Albert, and beginning once 
again to take an interest in public affairs. It was natural, 
therefore, for her subjects to feel that they had cause for 
celebration of what was called the Royal Jubilee. One 
way to mark the occasion was to erect commemorative 
terracotta plaques on buildings for all to see. A number 
of such plaques were made to mark the 50th 
anniversary in 1887 and five can still be seen either in 
their original position or in 
a museum. Ten years later, 
in 1897, the plaque was 
modified by a simple 
alteration so that it could 
be used for what was 
officially termed the 
Diamond Jubilee.

I first became interested in 
these plaques when I saw 
one dated 1897 between 
61 and 63 Francis Street, 
Stoneygate, Leicester, 
whose terraced cottages 
and villas were built in the 
1880s and 90s. Another 
survives in St Saviour's 
Road, a Victorian terrace, 
also converted to shops, 
and there is also one on a 
building of about 1790 in 
the city centre which was 
the head office of 
Broadbent's, an old- 
established builder's 
merchant, of which more 
later. A fourth plaque was
recorded on King Richard's Road, but has been lost 
through property demolition. In December 1986, a fifth 
plaque came to light in Leicester. It was found in the 
coal cellar of a Victorian villa in Queen's Road which 
was being converted into flats. Was the plaque 
considered unsafe years ago, and taken down and 
dumped in the cellar, or does its pristine condition 
mean that it was never erected?

In 1983 a letter to the Leicester Mercury brought a report 
of four further sightings all dated 1897, within a radius 
of 55 miles of the city. In the same year two more were 
seen by members of my family while touring, one in 
Wiltshire and one in West Suffolk. The latter find was

particularly exciting, as it was dated 1887, this being 
the first indication that the plaque had 'been used for 
the earlier anniversary. It can be seen on a pair of 
semi-detached cottages next to the village inn in Little 
Wratting, Suffolk. The list now includes a total of 49 
sightings, five of them dated 1887 and the other 44 of 
1897.

There is a marked disparity between the numbers 
recorded for 1887 and 1897. According to 
contemporary reports, the 1887 celebrations were quite 
low-key compared with those in 1897. The possibilities 
of a great celebration in 1897 were first discussed after the

1887 jubilee, though it was 
not until 1896 that public 
interest was thoroughly 
aroused. Industry also 
responded, including the 
makers of the plaque, who 
brought the 1887 mould 
out of store (had it been 
carefully stored for this 
possibility?). They altered 
the figures to adapt the 
plaque for 1897 and 
displayed it on their stand 
at a building exhibition 
early in 1897! It was 
noticed in The British 
Clayworker of April 1897, 
with an illustration, stating 
that it was designed by 
Stanley Bros of Nuneaton, 
being manufactured in 
buff and red terracotta, 
and also in glazed ware. 
No mention was made of 
its use in 1887.

An 1897 plaque from Francis Street, Leicester Stanley Bros, still in business 
in Nuneaton, could give me

no information, as all their old records had been 
destroyed. They even searched their mould store for the 
mould, on the off-chance that it might lie hidden there, 
but to no avail. The Nuneaton area has a varied supply 
of clays, ranging from the red Keuper marl (or Mercia 
mudstone) to the buff, beige and greyish types of the 
coal measures, all of which are suitable for the plaques.

The majority of the plaques sighted so far are in 
Southern or Central England. Perhaps they were not 
popular with builders in the North, especially in rural 
areas, who were more used to working with natural 
undressed rock or stone, which would make forming 
the recess to hold the plaque more difficult, as
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compared with the use of bricks or dressed stone. The 
weight of the plaque, at just over one hundredweight, 
required a real effective support for safety.

The plaques were intended for use on the outside of 
buildings in course of erection in the latter half of the 
anniversary year (the actual date of the accession in 
1837 was June 20). For instance, the foundation stone 
of the village hall at Fordham in Cambridgeshire, which 
displays a plaque, was laid in August 1897. In practice, 
however, the plaques were fixed on older buildings as 
well, for patriotic display. Two were erected indoors, 
one in the Victorian-theme dining room of the Queen's 
Hotel in Birmingham, which was demolished in the 
1960s. Its fate is not known. The other is in a public 
house in Cambridge.

The plaque from the Leicestershire village of Witherly 
shows the design features clearly. This is probably the 
finest surviving example yet seen. In particular, note the 
lions passant in the four inner corners and the crowns 
in the outer. Under close examination it gives an 
indication of the alteration which was made to adapt it 
for the year 1897. The walls of the figure 6 in '60 years 
Queen' are slightly fuller than those of the other figures 
and letters. This is not so obvious in the figure 9, in the 
date scroll at the top of the plaque: as this was a loose 
piece, it may have been easier to replace the whole of it. 
There is also a Bolection moulding frame on this 
plaque, presumably supplied by the maker as an extra 
to enhance its appearance. Twelve of the 1897 plaques 
have a frame of this kind, and only one of 1887. The 
Little Wratting plaque, has framing which appears to be 
a 'one-ofF supplied by the local builder. This framing 
embraces both the square and the date scroll, and there 
is additional embellishment above and below.

The plaques measure approximately 24" square. An 
1897 plaque salvaged and in private ownership is 3 1/2" 
thick. The sides are roughly scored, presumably to 
improve bonding, and the back has four holes 
approximately 10 1/2" square by 1 3/8" deep, to reduce 
the bulk and to assist drying before firing and to assist 
bonding. To assist bonding there are also 1" holes in the 
outside walls of the recesses to take wood or metal 
plugs which would fit into the plaque for extra security. 
A plaque of 1887 is of full thickness all over, with about 
200 holes of 1/4" diameter in the back. Would these also 
be to assist drying? It was hoped that the back might
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carry a mark indicating the maker, but none was found. 
On one side, however, was an impressed E, which might 
be the moulder's mark.

The material used is terracotta, offered by the makers in 
a range of colours to give a choice for blending with the 
background. Most of the plaques retain their original 
terracotta colours, but some of the unglazed ones in 
industrial areas have suffered discolouration and erosion. 
Several have been painted, probably as a result of 
changing ownership and changing taste. Three are white; 
one is white with letters and figures picked out in black. 
This is on a cottage next to the Queen's Head inn in 
Sutton Basset, Northamptonshire. Another in Rugby is 
dark grey. An 1887 plaque in Havant patriotically sports 
red, white and blue while another of 1887, on a 
Victorian villa in Nelson Road Central, Great Yarmouth, 
has recently assumed a 'cameo' look.

Leicestershire has the highest number of plaques and this 
raises the question of a possible connection between the 
plaques and the Leicester firm of Broadbents, builder's 
merchants and roofing contractors, mentioned earlier. In 
1857 a Mr Broadbent joined a certain Jacob Stanley in 
leasing a pottery yard in Nuneaton. (In 1856 this same 
Mr Broadbent had designed, carved and placed in 
position on Bow Bridge, Leicester, a plaque 
commemorating the passage of King Richard III from 
the nearby Blue Boar Inn to encounter Henry Tudor on 
Bosworth Field.) A grandson, Stanley, was a keen 
businessman, and it is likely that he procured for 
Broadbent's an agency handling certain of Stanley's 
products, including the plaques.

We still do not know how many plaques were 
manufactured, at what price, and whether any were 
exported to the countries of the Empire. Many localities 
in Great Britain have already been surveyed and the 
search for more plaques continues. Surely there must be 
more waiting to be found and readers of the Leicestershire 
Historian are challenged to find them!

* A slightly longer version of this article was published in 
Out of Town in 1987, but because of the plaques' local 
significance, Arthur Sadler's daughter, Dr Helen 
Boynton, gave permission for this edited version (by 
Helen Boynton and Alan McWhirr) to appear in the 
Leicestershire Historian.

Correction
Alan McWhirr apologises for a couple of 
mistakes in his article on tombstones in the 
last issue of the Leicestershire Historian. The 
correct dedication of the church at Burton 
Overy is St Andrew, and the tombstone he 
discussed is to the east of the church, NOT 
the west!!

Mystery pictures in the last LH
The montage of pictures on page 30 of the 
last issue of the Leicestershire Historian was of 
the High Street, Leicester, taken before the 
street was widened at the turn of the century. 
The prints were taken from glass negatives 
given to the Society and later donated by the 
Society to the Museums Service.
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Cotes Jiixta Lughborowe
Joan and Peter Shaw

Half a mile from the eastern outskirts of 
Loughborough, a group of houses, a bus shelter 
and a parish notice board mark the village of 

Cotes, a place so small and quiet that many drive 
through without a second glance. Dr Hoskins did not 
include Cotes among his Deserted Villages of 
Leicestershire, but a deserted - or very shrunken - village 
it undoubtedly is, and the crumbling ruins and 
earthworks of its former self are clearly visible. 
Monarchs have stood on the soil of Cotes juxta 
Lughborowe (also known as Cotes-Poutrell, Over 
Cotes, North Cotes, Cotes super Sore), armies have 
engaged in battle, fortunes have been lost and 
gained. The mill can trace its ancestry to 
William the Conqueror's Domesday 
survey, the great bridge and the causeway 
across the watermeadows had their 
foundation in the 13th century. This is 
an ancient spot with a wealth of history 
but few books about Leicestershire 
chronicle more than the odd fragment | 
and many indexes pass from; 
Cossington to Cotesbach without a 
mention of Cotes.

The following portrait of Cotes was 
published under Nooks and Comers q; 
Leicestershire in Spencers' Illustrated 
Leicester Almanack of 1871. It is signed 
TRP and the style is that of T R Potter.' 
Mr Potter, while an enthusiastic local' 
historian and a master at the art o 
storytelling, demonstrates what can only 
described as extreme coyness when it comes to 
disclosing evidence and sources, and we have taken the 
liberty of adding to his text a few footnotes of our own.

About a mile and a half from Loughborough is a spot hardly 
ever noticed by the passer by, though the time was when it 
was an important place, and it still retains memories of great 
and striking interest: that spot is Cotes.

Doubtless its name is derived from its situation by the side (a 
la cote) of the River Soar. In very early times a fortress, then 
called Cotes Castle remains of which may still be seen. This 
spot commanded the crossing of the ancient British and 
Roman road from Seg's Hill. 2 In later times Cotes Half 
became its designation, and

'A merry place it was in days of yore 
Though something ails it now'.

For the benefit of tourists and antiquaries, we will attempt a 
brief notice of this too little regarded place, only adding that 
every intelligent person may find in the present times a scene 
of wonder and beauty.

A passing mention of the possessors of this ancient lordship is 
all that can be attempted in our limited space.

In the time of Ethelred, Earl Morcar gave the village to the 
Abbot of Burton-upon-Trent, and the first church here was 
built by an Abbot of Burton.

John Frumentin was patron in 1223
In 1254, Gilbert de Segrave held the same in socage.
In 1308, John Bardolfheld lands here under John
Poutrell.
In 1343, Ralph Basset of Drayton, held lands in Cotes
Poutrell. 4

Henry Skipwith, son of Sir William Skipwith, of 
Ormesby, purchased Prestwold and Cotes about 

1550 . His great grandson, Sir Henry sold the 
estate to Alderman or Lord Packe in 1653, for 
£8174.10. 6d. 5 His son, Sir Grey, 

emigrated to America during Cromwell's 
\ usurpation, and the present Sir Peyton 

succeeded as 10th Baronet in 1863.

The Old Hall, in the Skipwiths' times, 
was a glorious place; it was especially so 
when its loyal-hearted owner received his 
sovereign Charles I or his guest May 
28th 1648. 6

(Sadly, we do not have space for 
TRP's celebratory poem - A Royal 

Night at Cotes - in entirety. Originally 
published in the Loughborough News of 

24th December 1868, the work is 
composed of thirteen verses; these are the 

closing lines)

Yet there a cherish 'd symbol stood, 
Carved in the mantel's cedar wood, 
A crown above a Star. 
And underneath two letters told, 
What guest that hall had held of old, 
Those letters were CR.

Sir Christopher Packe resided at Cotes Hall, and it was in 
his son's time that an unjust steward is said to have set fire 
to the mansion to cover his own wrong doings. After this the 
chief materials were used in building Prestwold Hall. 7

At this time the village must have been a goodly one, but a 
visitation of the Plague, in 1690, greatly diminished it. The 
Rev Samuel Shaw was at that time the Incumbent, and not, 
as has been said elsewhere, Andrew Glen. 8 Mr Shaw seems 
have been been another Mompesson. After ministering to the 
wants, temporal and spiritual, of his poor people, he dug 
their graves, and himself interred them, carrying them to 
their last resting places on his shoulders; no other person 
dared approach them.

The church in which he laboured has, like the hall, 
disappeared, and neither vestige nor view of it remains. Even 
the site of it is now hardly traceable. 9 (TFPhere notes that
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the church was, at one 
period, a famous 
sanctuary, and that a 
letter of the Marquis of 
Dorset, respecting two 
noted malefactors 
claiming refuge there in 
1553, was extant.)

Yet the visitors of this then 
"Deserted Village" will 

find endless subjects for 
moralizing and conjecture. 
The site of the Old Hall 
may be seen in some earth 
works opposite Mr Warner 
Lacey's house. The large 
walled garden remains. It is 
entered by a door which is 
perhaps coeval, and is itself 
curiosity. The old terraces, 
which must at one time 
have formed glorious 
promenades, still remain, 
and an antiquary will 
detect many traces of the 
old castle ° by the river 
side.

noty, zoz'r/z I'M fine 
trees and ruins, if the mind 
can but conjure up the past, 
Cotes becomes enchanted 
ground.

The grand old Barn, the 
subject of our engraving, 
from the pencil of Mrs 
Meek, is 34 yards by a 
third of its length in 
breadth' . By some, it has 
been conjectured that it 
must have been the original 
church, but this is hardly 
probable.

It is more likely that it was
the tithe bam for the large
lordships of Cotes, Hoton,
and Prestwold. At all
events it is an architectural
curiosity, and has
occasionally been used for
harvest and other festivals. Its capaciousness is not exceeded
by the great barn at Eltham. Its architecture is singular.

In the old garden wall, close by, may be observed a fragment 
of a window which may have formed a portion of the church. 
The extensive garden, wholly surrounded by this remarkable 
wall, is entered on the south side by an oaken door that 
appears coeval with the wall itself. The fine terraces that 
cross it were parts of the ancient Plaisaunce. Two ruined 
stone buildings, at the end, appear to have been portions of 
the old castle.

Map of the Cotes area reproduced by permission of 
B.C.J. Williams.

Seen from the meadow beyond the Soar, the whole scene is 
one of such beauty, that le Keux made it the subject of one of 
his finest pictures . The fine ilex on the west is as old as the 
first Skipwith's time, and it was near it that Charles I stood 
while addressing the Royalist's troops.

The road by Cotes toll-bar, cutting through a portion of the 
park, is of comparatively recent formation .
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AJ *•* ^^~ ^itfesj^S&S^&SSSf X;^;Moot-hill, an ancient British or 
Danish encampment14, and 
Mere-hill, another striking 
eminence, were portions of the 
ancient park of Cotes. Both are 
favourite spots for the antiquary 
and naturalist. Few places in the 
county afford so many subjects 
and objects of real interest; yet 
none have been more generally 
disregarded.

A stroll over the scenes we have so 
cursorily described, will afford 
every lover of the temporis acti 
real enjoyment, and he will 
wonder that so little should have 
been noticed and known of the 
interesting ruins of Cotes. T.R.P.

Thomas Rossell Potter was a The Old Tithe Barn, Cotes, from Spencer's Illustrated Leicester Almanack, 1871.
Wymeswold schoolmaster. He
edited several local newspapers, including the
Loughborough Monitor and the Loughborough News,
and is probably best known for his History and
Antiquities of Chamwood Forest. In addition to books and
articles on Leicestershire and its history, he contributed
to sporting magazines and journals and was a keen
poet. Readers will find more about Cotes in Rambles
Around Loughborough which he published in 1868.

8

1 We have found no evidence of a castle at Cotes.
2 Although the road from Six Hills to Cotes is undoubtedly 

an old one, the Victoria County History does not define it 
as Roman.

3 The grand house at Cotes is usually referred to as Cotes 
Park House.

4 The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester by 
John Nichols Vol III Part II outlines Cotes' medieval 
history, but it should be noted that some information 
given probably refers to Coton in Derbyshire.

5 Sir Henry Skipwith married Jane the widow of Francis 
Nele and purchased the Manor of Cotes from the Nele 
family around 1570. His grandson - also Henry - was 
penalised for supporting the royalist cause during the civil 
wars of the mid-17th century and forfeited his estates to 
Sir Christopher James Packe see George Farnham's 
Notes on Prestwold and its Hamlets in Medieval Times. 
We cannot confirm the sum paid by Sir Christopher.

6 Sir Henry entertained King Charles I at Cotes in 1645 not 
1648 (Nichols and Farnham). This was not the first visit 
of a King to Cotes. In 1318 Edward II with his queen and 
retinue met with Thomas Earl of Lancaster at Cotes 
Bridge. Thomas is said to have had with him 18,000 men 
at arms - see Leicestershire by Guy Paget and Lionel Irvine.

7 It was in the time of Sir Christopher's grandson, Clifton, 
that Cotes Park House was destroyed, around 1700. The 
Packes moved to Prestwold which had been the home of 
Henry Skipwith until his mother's death in 1630 (Nichols 
and Farnham). In the Leicestershire Volume of Buildings 
of England Ntidaus Pevsner says the core of Prestwold Hall 
is Jacobean. Materials from Cotes may well have been 
used to enlarge it.

This corrects, to some extent, an account previously given 
by Potter, although the date is still wrong. The Rev Shaw's 
terrible experiences at Cotes are well-documented and 
took place in 1665. Cotes was a chapelry of Prestwold, but 
it is interesting to note that only seven deaths were 
recorded in the Prestwold Registers for period of Mr 
Shaw's chaplaincy - 1661 to 1667 - and in 1665 just one. 
Mr Shaw became master of the free school of Ashby. His 
story is told in books and records of that town and in the 
1997 Newsletter of the Wolds Historical Organisation in 
the Leicestershire Record Office

9 The Medieval Earthworks of Central Leicestershire by Robert 
F Hartley includes a plan of Cotes Park House, the old 
village and the chapel. In 1966 Mr B C J Williams led a 
dig at the site of the chapel and unearthed a skeleton in a 
shallow grave close to the south-west corner. The burial 
was thought to have taken place before die chapel fell into 
ruins.

10 Mr Hartley's plan shows no likely castle site, neither is one 
mentioned in the archaeological records kept by Mr 
George Green and now held in the Local Studies Room at 
Loughborough Library.

11 White's directory of Leicestershire and Rutland, 1863, 
speaks of 'a lofty stone barn built during the time of the 
Skipwiths and measuring 34 yards long by eleven yards 
wide'. There is now nothing left of the barn, but its 
location can be determined with the aid of Mrs Meek's 
picture.

12 Cotes Park House was already in ruins at this time. We 
have never seen a picture of the house before the fire and 
in 1868 Mr Potter stated he was not aware of any view of 
the hall 'in its glory9 .

13 We do not know which road Mr Potter is talking about. 
The 1835 OS map shows the same road layout as present 
day. Presumably the road to Nottingham was improved 
when it was turnpiked, but that was 1738 - hardly recent!

14 Moat - or Moot Hill may have been a moot site, or 
meeting place, but Mr Hartley's book suggests it came 
about as a result of 17th century landscaping.
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There are over 180 Preservation Trusts 
concerned with the conservation of listed 
buildings in Britain at the present time. The 

Leicestershire Historic Buildings Trust is one of them. 
It was formed 18 years ago as a result of discussions 
between Dr Bob Middleton, the then Rural Officer of 
the Leicestershire Rural Community Council and the 
writer. A Steering Committee of suitably qualified and 
supportive individuals soon followed and after much 
debate and administrative toil the Trust came into 
being as a Limited Company with charitable status.

Preservation Trusts all operate on similar lines. They 
are mainly concerned with listed buildings suffering 
from neglect for whatever reason and seek to restore 
them using the 'revolving fund' principle. In effect this 
means taking a building into ownership, carrying out 
the restoration and then selling it on for a 
pre-determined use. Preliminary work includes 
professional feasibility studies, and detailed financial 
analyses to ensure saleability at the end of the project. 
All the work is carried out using professional advisors, 
architects and contractors. A qualified project manager 
will also be appointed for the duration of the 
programme. Members of the Trust are not expected to 
'get their coats off and wield shovels or drive 
earth-moving machinery as a rule!

The finance for a project is more complex. Most Trusts 
do not have large funds available to them. A project 
therefore has to be funded using loans and the main 
source is usually the Architectural Heritage Fund set up 
by Government and sponsors some years ago. The AHF

offers up to 70% of the total cost at an interest rate of 
about 5% repayable within two years of completion of the 
project. Other sources can be surpluses generated from 
previous projects or normal bank loans. Also the 
Co-operative Bank has special facilities for Trusts of 
this type for example. Equally the various grant making 
bodies which exist can sometimes be persuaded to 
provide limited funding to help a project on its way.

When a project has been completed the building is put 
up for sale and assuming costs are recovered the loans 
are repaid and any profit goes back into the reserves of 
the Trust for use on future projects. Nevertheless this 
explanation oversimplifies the process. Practical 
experience as always reveals many pitfalls, problems 
and 'road-blocks' which combine to require a Trust to 
be very determined and resolute and have adequate 
management skills if a project is to move on to a 
successful outcome. In spite of this there is a long list of 
successful and in some cases astounding restorations 
which have been brought to a happy conclusion across 
the country. One particularly interesting example is the 
Midland Railway Cottages near the station in Derby. 
The Derbyshire Trust managed with great skill to 
prevent demolition (preferred by the City Council), 
from taking place, secured ownership and finally 
completed a restoration and revival of the area.

In Leicestershire, as so often is the case the story is 
somewhat different. Whilst a number of projects have

Crammant Cottages, King Street, Leicester, before 
restoration.
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Crammant Cottages, 
King Street, Leicester, 
after restoration.

been successfully negotiated all have in the end been 
snapped up by commercial developers and then 
completed to the Trust's specification. This obviously 
prevents the Trust from being able to show to 'the 
world' what it is about, nevertheless the buildings have 
been preserved.

The list of buildings 'saved' so far is -

1.31, Hall Gate Diseworth (grade II).
2. Crammant Cottages, King Street, Leicester, (grade II).
3. The Bede Houses, Stapleford, (grade II).
4. Rose Cottage, Hallaton, (grade II).
5. No. 5, King Street, Melton Mowbray, (grade II).

Each one has a story underlying the conservation 
process. The 'Bede Houses' at Stapleford were 18th 
Century almshouses and were derelict. English 
Heritage refused any help because they were classified 
as Grade II and their rules say support for projects for 
buildings below Grade II* is not available. The roofs 
were in a poor state and the weather was causing major 
deterioration. After years of persistent correspondence

Rose Cottage, Hallaton, before and after restoration.

with solicitors and others the owners were finally 
identified as a charitable body. The Trust then 
persuaded the District Council to serve a Repairs 
Notice requiring protection from the weather and this 
was effected using scaffolding and an awning. At the 
same time the Trust made an offer to purchase. Eight 
years had elapsed since the original forays and the 
houses were almost a heap of rubble. Although the 
Trust's offer was substantial the trustees of the charity 
who were the owners were required by law to seek the 
highest offer available and the houses were put on the 
market. Another party over-bid the Trust and their 
offer was accepted. Later a further private sale took 
place and the new purchaser rebuilt as two houses 
instead of four in accordance with the Trust's 
specification which had been adopted by the District 
Council. Clearly the Trust would have preferred to 
have carried out the restoration themselves but the 
important point was that these historic almshouses in 
Leicestershire were saved for the future. 
Another instance of the need to persevere surrounds 
no. 5, King Street, Melton Mowbray. The poor state of 
this medieval building, possibly part of a fortified castle 
originally, came to the attention of the Trust in the 
early days after formation. The major point of interest
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€
Diseworth, 31 Hallgate, before and after restoration.

in the building was the crown-post roof timbers a rarity 
in the County. Once again the owner refused to effect 
repairs to the unoccupied and deteriorating building and 
the District Council were reluctant to intervene. 
However, the Trust kept up the pressure in a number of 
directions and finally after fifteen years of effort the 
owner, having been served with a Repairs Notice, has 
agreed to sell to the District Council although the Trust 
had stated they were willing to buy. It is said 
authoritatively that the property will be converted into a 
Tourist Information Centre which is a satisfactory 
outcome but it is very doubtful that this would have 
been the case without the Trust's determination not to 
allow the building to sink into the abyss of neglect and 
final collapse.

Similar stories can be related about other projects listed 
above. The Trust has opposed appeals by developers 
against Planning Authorities refusal to allow demolition 
of a listed property and won and also supported 
compulsory purchase orders to persuade the owners in 
another case to restore and sell. The existence of the 
Trust is a reassurance to Councils that if they have to 
purchase a building compulsorily there is the Trust in 
the background to carry out the work and take 
responsibility. This has never actually happened in 
Leicestershire and the members, it is certain, would like 
to have the opportunity of achieving this aim preferably 
through a calmer route than compulsory purchase 
orders!

A recent attempt by the Leicester Irish Association to 
purchase the old Catholic School in Royal East Street 
(grade II) and convert it into an Arts & Cultural Centre
8 ——————————————————————————~——
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in conjunction with the Trust would have been an 
exciting project within the City boundary but the 
application for a lottery grant by the Association was 
turned down so this project is once again 'on hold'.

The important factor is that there exists a group of 
people in the County who are prepared to give their 
time and take some risks to save buildings which 
others feel no longer have a place in the built 
landscape in spite of their historical importance. No 
doubt few readers will have heard of the Leicestershire 
HBT and this is probably due to the fact that its work 
to date has not been attention grabbing or featured in 
the Press. However, Trusts around the country have 
been doing sterling work for many years. An example 
is the Blackheath Trust (nearly 100 years old). 
Blackheath owes its fine Concert Hall to their work in 
saving it from dereliction and carrying out the 
restoration and this is only one of their successes. Like 
so many voluntary bodies their existence almost goes 
unnoticed until they are not there and the work stops. 
Trusts are carrying out valuable conservation work 
across the Country. The fact of the matter is that the 
number of projects which are waiting for action is 
increasing rather than decreasing. Preservation Trusts 
are a major part of this activity and they must not be 
allowed to die from lack of public support or interest.

: ; : :: - '{!£p' Fo r fu rther details of the :;l|pl 
Leicestershire Historic Buildings Trust,

G M Hardy (Sec), Woodstock, 
75 Granviile Road, Wigston Magna, 

Leicestershire. LE181JQ. lii 
Phone: 011:6 2881437 '^?f p
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The Meltonians
J D Bennett

T he Meltonians was a fifty-minute, two-act 
extravaganza, intended as a short supporting piece 

for a double or triple bill. It was first produced at the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, on Easter Monday, 16 
April 1838, and with the exception of Thursday, 26 
April, ran until Saturday, 5 May 1838, a total of 
seventeen performances.

Its author was Richard Brinsley Peake (1792-1847), a 
once well-known, but now forgotten, minor playwright, 
who specialized in farces and musical dramas. He was 
named after the famous dramatist, Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan, who had been a close associate of his father, 
Richard Peake, for many years treasurer at Drury Lane 
Theatre.

The play was set in Melton Mowbray, in the late 1830s 
at the height of its fame as the metropolis of hunting, 
and revolved around the doings of some of those who 
flocked to the town - the Meltonians. A key feature of 
the play was its 'living tableaux', three dramatised 
representations of those antics, as depicted in sporting 
prints of the time. ! Some humour was provided by a 
retired London merchant tailor, who though not 
interested in hunting, had been persuaded by his 
pretentious wife to take a house at Melton, in the belief 
that it was 'a fashionable watering place'. Further 
amusement derived from two French 'noblemen', who 
in reality were cook and valet to one of the Meltonians. 
The piece also contained number of songs, a couple of 
which seem to have been written specially for it.

There were puns, malapropisms, an early use of 
Franglais, and some sporting slang. The author 
included some local references - to Galby, Kings 
Norton, Stretton Hall, Wigston, Aylestone and Enderby 
Gorse - though it seems unlikely that he visited 
Leicestershire when writing the play.2

As The Times pointed out, 'strictly speaking, it has no 
plot, but consists of a series of scenes, each depending 
for success on its own peculiar merits, and having very 
little connexion with that which precedes or follows. 
They are independent sketches, each amusing in its own 
way, but, as a whole, not cohering together, so as to 
produce a given effect.'3

The source of the play was what The Times referred to 
as 'the doings of certain wild young men of fashion at 
Melton Mowbray, which have been chronicled in the 
newspapers, and described in a series of prints'. 4 In 
addition to the press coverage, the disturbances were 
the subject of two prints by Henry Alken, published by 
Rudolph Ackermann, Junior, entitled Spree at Melton 
Mowbray. The author claimed that the idea for the play 
came from seeing one of those prints 'in Mr

Ackermann's window', though he may have read some 
of the newspaper reports as well. 5

The 'doings' occurred on Thursday, 6 April 1837, at a 
time when Melton was more crowded than usual, 
because of the Croxton Park races. The real-life 
Meltonians, led by the madcap Marquis of Waterford 
(portrayed as Lord Ranksborough in the play), included 
Sir Frederick Johnstone, the Hon. Frederick Villiers and 
Edward Homer Reynard. The trouble began in the early 
hours of Thursday morning, with an attack on the 
watchmen. 6 Shutters at the Grantham toll-house at 
Thorpe End bridge were screwed up, and in the town 
centre buildings were daubed with red paint, door 
knockers wrenched off, shutters again screwed up, and 
windows broken.7 The parish constables, who had been 
summoned, managed to arrest Reynard, one of the chief 
trouble-makers, and put him in the bridewell, but after 
it was attacked by his associates, were forced to release 
him.

Fearing fresh disturbances that night, a number of 
special constables were sworn in as a precaution. 
Further trouble involving the Marquis and his friends 
did indeed ensue, and Reynard was again arrested. The 
next day he was brought before the Melton magistrates, 
and bound over to appear at the Quarter Sessions in 
Leicester, as were also the Marquis, Johnstone and 
Villiers the following week. At the Quarter Sessions, in 
July 1837, the case was referred to the Assizes. The trial 
finally took place at Derby on Tuesday, 31 July 1838, 
when the four defendants were acquitted of riot, but 
found guilty of common assault and fined £100 each.8

When London theatregoers were watching The 
Meltonians at Drury Lane, the Marquis of Waterford 
and his cronies had yet to stand trial, and it is 
interesting to speculate whether any of them saw 
themselves and their antics portrayed on the stage. The 
Times predicted that 'the humours of Melton will, for a 
week or two, excite a laugh, and then be forgotten'. 9 The 
Meltonians was popular entertainment, and has indeed 
been forgotten, but it seems to be a unique example of 
turbulent events in Leicestershire being turned into a 
play within the space of twelve months, and while they 
were still sub judice.

1 Two of the tableaux, 'Larking at the Toll-gate', and 
'Quick Work without a Contract, by Tip-top Sawyers', in 
which the Meltonians wreak havoc in the streets of 
Melton, were based on prints published by Rudolph 
Ackermann, Junior; the third one, The Wager1, showing 
Lord Ranksborough, one of the Meltonians, on his 
favourite hunter, jumping a five-barred gate which had 
been brought into his dining room, was based on a print 
published by Thomas McLean. In the production, a 
well-trained pony was ridden onto the stage, 'and cleared 
in good style'.
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2 The text of The Meltonians is in Benjamin N. Webster 
(ed.), The Acting National Drama, vol 4. (1838).

3 Tfo Times, /7 Apl 1838. The play contains a total of ten 
scenes: five of them are set in the houses of the 
Meltonians, two in the home of the merchant tailor, and 
three out of doors, including one at the Grantham tollgate.

4 Ibid.
5 The Times, 14 Apl 1837, has a detailed account of the 

events; they received less coverage in some local papers, 
the Leicester Journal, for example, making no mention of 
them. There is also a useful summary of the affair in Jack 
Brownlow, Melton Mowbray: Queen of the Shires (1980), 
pp. 257-61.

At this time Melton had two parish constables and three
watchmen. The Leicestershire Constabulary - the 'New
Rural Police' - was established in December 1839, but
towns like Melton also continued to deploy their own
constables and watchmen till the late 1840s.
The expression 'to paint the town red' is often said to
derive from this incident. It seems, in fact, to be American
in origin, and rather later in date.
The Queen v. the Marquis of Waterford and Others' was
reported in great detail in the Leicester Journal, 3 Aug
1838. It is not clear why the trial was held at Derby rather
than Leicester.
The Times, 17 Apl 1838.
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ofGad«lep*f
A K Baker li

^T "Tisitors to Gaddesby church might be surprised to 
\ / see an equestrian statue almost life-size, sited in 

V the chancel and the question has been asked 
whether this is a proper place to commemorate an event 
drawn from the battle of Waterloo. Nevertheless, it is 
the link with an era that was of major importance to the 
parish and local history is richer for the reminder that 
the horseman, Colonel Cheney, married a Gaddesby 
girl and was welcomed as the squire the village had 
sought for 25 years.

Gaddesby Hall Estate contained almost all the land and 
dwellings in the parish of 1650 acres and from the early 
18th century ownership was vested in the Ayre family. 
An inter-family exchange of properties and the infant 
death of a male heir resulted in spinster Mary Ayre 
becoming head of the estate. She, sister Eliza and 
mother Anne were the Hall incumbents when 30 year- 
old cavalryman Cheney turned his sights towards 
Gaddesby for romance. He married Eliza Ayre and their 
first child born in 1812, was also named Eliza.

Edward Hawkins Cheney was Derbyshire born of 
distinguished military ancestry. He enlisted into the 
Second Dragoons (Scots Greys) at the age of 13, served 
as cornet in Flanders and Holland in 1794-5 and was 
severely wounded at Nijmegen. The Greys were next 
mustered for action when the Duke of Wellington was 
called on to confront Napoleon for the last time. 
Cheney was Major, second in command of the regiment

when he and his men crossed the Channel and rode to 
Brussels - some nine months after his second child a 
son Edward Henshaw, was born in May 1814.

The decisive battle was fought at Waterloo on June 18th 
1815 and the statue conveys nothing of the dreadful 
conditions that prevailed when the armies came 
together. Heavy rain had fallen for the whole of the 
previous night and the battle-ground was a quagmire. It 
was once described thus:

'When dawn broke on Sunday the 18th of June, it brought 
no respite from the rain which had now been falling for many 
hours. The bedraggled figures which rose from the sodden 
ground were not the resplendent heroes of popular 
imagination; they were cold, wet and hungry, and their 
beards were three and four days old. The officers of the Scots 
Greys were covered in mud from head to foot, and the dye of 
their red jackets had run over their white belts - "as if", said 
one of them, "we had already completed the sanguinary 
work we were about to begin".'

The Scots Greys commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hamilton had been brigaded with the Royals and the 
Inniskillings under Major General Sir William 
Ponsonby. When Wellington ordered the Greys into 
combat the situation was critical - Ponsonby had been 
killed and Hamilton was an early casualty in the foray. 
The Greys' command devolved upon Cheney and 
during that afternoon of desperate fighting four horses 
were killed under him and a fifth injured. One of the 
great charges of military history turned the tide of battle 
- but 104 heavy cavalry lay dead amongst 97 wounded.

"The Grey's charge has passed into legend but it is 
remembered as much for the tragic aftermath (when horses 
sinking deep into mud were blown) as it is for the 
moment when Sergeant Charles Ewart captured the eagle of 
the French 45th Regiment....perhaps the most famous 
episode involving a British cavalryman".

Sergeant Ewart was ten years older than Cheney - 
strong, 6 feet 4 inches tall and an expert swordsman. 
His personal account of taking the colours is not for the 
squeamish:

"It was in the charge I took the eagle from the enemy; he and 
I had a hard contest for it; he made a thrust at my groin, I 
parried it off and cut him down through the head. After this 
a lancer came at me; I threw the lance off by my right side, 
and cut him through the chin and upwards through the teeth. 
Next, a foot-soldier fired at me, and then charged me with 
his bayonet, which I also had the good luck to party' and

11



Leicestershire Historian

Sergeant Charles 
Ewart in action at 
Waterloo.

then I cut him down through the head; thus ended the 
contest. As I was about to follow my regiment, the general 
said, 'My brave fellow, take that to the rear, you have done 
enough till you get quit of it'. I took the eagle to the ridge and 
afterwards to Brussels."

Ewart and Cheney were both promoted on merit and 
decorated for their part in Waterloo - Edward Hawkins 
Cheney was made Companion of the Order of the Bath 
and Colonel of the Scots Greys. He returned to 
Gaddesby in the New Year of 1816 - to his wife Eliza 
and the children Eliza junior and Edward Henshaw. 
Estate affairs were still the province of mother-in-law 
Anne Ayre (nee Henshaw) 57 years old and 
sister-in-law Mary (32) but the Cheney son was heir in 
waiting. For parishioners, their adopted squire had 
returned safely with honour.

In 1818 Eliza Cheney gave birth to a second son. Sadly, 
this led to her death on the 10th May and her infant 
John Ayre Cheney lived only eleven weeks. Mercifully, 
six year old Eliza and her younger brother Edward 
Henshaw had their nursemaid Ann Danzey (a Pickwell 
girl) to see them through bewildering times.

Colonel Cheney did not re-marry but one can imagine 
that country living and regimental seniority were an 
agreeable combination. The Duke of Wellington was 
renowned for enjoying a party and his annual Waterloo 
banquet was probably inspired by the legendary gala in 
Brussels given by the Duchess of Richmond on the eve 
of battle (when some officers joined the lines still in 
ballroom footwear). There was one such celebration at 
Gaddesby Hall - possibly not a main ducal event but 
marquees on the lawn stirred the village. If a guess were 
to be made one might suggest 1825 - perhaps Cheney's 
farewell to his regiment. Nevertheless it was engraved

on local memory as 'The Waterloo Ball'.

In 1826 matriarch Anne Ayre died. In 1832, on her 
twentieth birthday, Eliza Cheney married John Ewart at 
Gaddesby - the marriage of the century - and in 1835 
their son John William Cheney Ewart was bom at their 
home in Liverpool. Thus a regimental comradeship 
between Cheney and Charles Ewart (kinsman of John) 
which could have started when the Colonel was a boy 
soldier was affirmed by family ties until the big man of 
the Scots Greys at Waterloo died ten years later aged 
77.

Barely two years passed before the Ewart relationship 
was again darkened by the decease of Eliza in the prime 
of her life. One who mourned with the Colonel was 
Ann Smith of Gaddesby the Danzey girl who dried the 
tears when Eliza and her younger brother were left 
motherless in 1818.

The adventurous life of Colonel Edward Hawkins 
Cheney came to an end in 1848 (the year in which the 
Wesleyan Chapel was enlarged, a village project he had 
sympathetically supported). However, he was not 
interred at Gaddesby - it is thought that he and his wife 
and their infant son were laid to rest in his home county 
of Derbyshire. His personal property and effects passed 
to son Edward.

Eight years later, Edward Henshaw Cheney, 34 years 
old and unmarried, inherited Gaddesby Estate from his 
aunt Mary Ayre. There had been constraints on 
ambitions but it was natural that he should have wanted 
to perpetuate his father's name and it could have been 
the impressive Wellington monument destined for St. 
Paul's that gave him ideas.



Joseph Gott, sculptor, born in Leeds, trained in 
London, living in Rome, was commissioned to 
undertake what might have been his last major work. 
The statue was sited in Gaddesby Hall and would no 
doubt still be there but for the demise of Cheney. The 
monument portrays the Colonel astride 'Tanner', one 
of his fallen horses and, in relief on the front panel of 
the plinth, Charles Ewart is shown wresting the 'Eagle' 
from the enemy.

Dragoon standards and the French colours are draped 
at each end. Despite misinterpretations, artistic and 
historic, it succeeds in its purpose of commemorating a 
significant battlefield event.

After the Ayre estate passed from Mary to her Cheney 
nephew in 1856, ambitious improvements to the Hall 
and its precincts were put in hand. The parish map of 
1847 shows Gaddesby as the Colonel knew it but by the 
turn of the century the village had been transformed by 
his son Edward Henshaw Cheney.

Roads and buildings disappeared to clear the view at the 
front of the Hall. The Rearsby to Ashby Folville road 
was straightened out in consequence. "Lawn Wall" was 
built to contain the new panorama and a service road to 
the church took traffic away from the environs of the 
Hall apron. The direct pathway from the village to the 
church was diverted to a less obtrusive route and it is 
likely that the wealth of evergreen that so enriches 
Gaddesby was planted at this time. A new villa ('Nether 
House') was built at 'Little End' and in 1868 a new 
school was sited on the Play Close to replace the 
classroom hitherto contained in the west end of the 
church.

The Hall was extended rearwards by a new servants' 
block and stabling, drainage was laid to the brook a 
water tower augmented the reservoirs. Any 
improvements to the numerous parish holdings which 
provided the rental income of the Estate are not evident
- rebuilding in the village was mostly complementary to 
the Hall and the removal of older habitations was 
probably good economics. One of the finest churches in 
Leicestershire was in poor order but the chancel was 
restored in 1859 and a new doorway in its north wall 
served the Hall.

In the midst of change, John William Cheney Ewart died
- the Colonel's only grandson who might one day have 
inherited, bearing in mind that his uncle Edward 
Henshaw still showed no inclination to marriage at the 
age of 51.
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Respect of villagers and tenants for the squire of the 
new order was undiminished although the wisdom of all 
that was happening might be questioned. Life-style at 
the Hall was enviable - in 1871 staffing totalled about 
twenty - scullery and kitchen maids, housemaids, lady's 
maid, cook, housekeeper, butler, valet, footman, 
houseboy, coachman, grooms, gamekeeper, land agent 
and gardeners - many of whom were single persons and 
lived in, others being provided with housing close by. 
Wages may have been on a subsistence level but the 
running costs and overheads of this typical country seat 
would be unsustainable without substantial resources. 
There was seasonal residence in London and 
fashionable vacation to inflate the bills.

Edward Henshaw Cheney did not relinquish 
bachelorhood until March 1889 when he was 75 years 
old. Mary Georgiana Agnes Beresford was thirty-five 
years his junior. In June of the same year he died in 
Italy.

Georgiana's parents, Judge William Beresford and his 
wife Mary spent their last years at the Hall until 1892 
and 1893. In 1895 the largest recorded meet of the 
Quorn Hunt took place on the lawns, A Giles 
watercolour captured the scene as Cheney's occupation 
came to an end. As the responsibilities of the Estate 
became too problematic for Georgiana Cheney and the 
steward Charles Bland (a valued right hand man since 
1858) the Hall was prepared for letting. The statue was 
moved into the church and its brass guard rail posts 
were built into the chancel gates.

The legacy of Gaddesby's re-shaping is reflected in 
Edward Henshaw's will of 1889. The cost is disclosed 
in abstracts of title that became public when the estate 
was put up for sale in 1916 by uneasy mortgagees. In 
spite of unwelcome interventions by speculators, most 
of the lands and village dwellings were bought by 
tenants in 1917 and a new independence came to the 
parish.

Maybe in a world sickened by war yet still plagued by 
conflict, the message of the statue is appropriate in a 
place of meditation. Cheney and Ewart were 
courageous soldiers when they were needed - they did 
not seek notoriety. Gaddesby had good reason to call 
Edward Hawkins Cheney 'squire'.

(This article is based on The Cheney File by A.K. Baker, 
a copy of which has been donated to to the Society's library. 
The photographs have been taken from that article. Ed.)
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125 years of^the Leicester Mercury
;lll;;::|i||lllll||:^^ Steve England

r I ^he Leicester Daily Mercury was 
I launched on January 31, 1874, from 

^L premises in St Martin's by Mr James 
Thompson, a historian. He was already the 
proprietor of the Leicestershire Chronicle and 
Mercury, a weekly publication. At first, the 
Mercury appeared on five days a week (not 
Fridays) and cost half a penny. Early issues 
contained four pages, 20 inches by 14 inches 
and both news and advertisement columns were 
dominated by Liberal propaganda. The sale was 
small (about 5,000 copies a day) and so was the 
staff, just 25 people, not counting the newsboys.

On the death of the founder in 1877, the 
Mercury and the Chronicle were bought by 
Francis Hewitt, a Granby Street bookseller who 
25 years earlier had served an apprenticeship 
with Thompson. The Mercury prospered under 
Hewitt, who also edited the paper and used its 
leader column as a platform for his reforming 
Liberal zeal. By 1888, the Mercury's circulation 
had passed the 10,000 mark and the evening 
paper and its associated weeklies moved to 
premises in Albion Street, which became their 
home for nearly 80 years until the move to St 
George Street in 1967.

Under Hewitt's leadership progress was 
sustained. By 1894, the daily sale of the 
Mercury was up to 15,000 and the staff had 
increased and new plant had been purchased. 
In 1897 Hewitt died, to be succeeded by his 
elder son Frank. By 1904 the sale was 25,000 
and the company's first rotary press was in use.

In 1910 - just a year before Frank Hewitt's 
sudden death at the age of 50 and the 
succession of his son Vernon - prominent 
Tories combined to launch a rival, the Leicester 
Evening Mail. The Mail was to last 21 years 
under local ownership and then a further 32 
under the flag of the London-based Northcliffe 
Group, during which time it became locked 
with the Mercury in one of the many fierce 
newspaper "wars" of the 30s.

By 1923, the Mercury's sales had reached 
50,000 copies a day; by 1927 70,000, just 18 
months later it was up to 77,000 and in June 
1931, the 90,000 mark was passed. But then 
the Mail's efforts - including the publishing of 
free tokens which could be 'spent* at certain 
shops - began to bite and for the first time ever 
the Mercury's sales dropped - by more than 
14,000 copies a night over a period of two 
years.

Top: Francis Hewitt proprieter 1877-1897.
Centre: Frank Hewitt proprieter 1897-1906, chairman 1906-1911.
Bottom: Vernon Hewitt chairman 1911-1954.
Below: Copies of Leicester Mercury being transferred from van to plane in 1931 for delivery to Skegness.
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By the outbreak of the 1939-45 war the sale 
had risen to 86,000, the highest figure for 
over seven years, but a wartime price 
increase (to one and a half pence) knocked it 
back to 77,000 and it was not until 
September, 1943, that this loss was 
recovered.

In 1949, newsprint rationing - a legacy of the 
war - was finally lifted, bigger papers became 
possible and sales rocketed. By the early 
1950s the Mercury sale was 134,000, by 
1955, it was 145,000 and in 1967, when the 
move to St George Street came, it was over 
177,000 copies a day.

: James Thompson, father of The Mercury, was one of the : 
founders of this Society in 1855, and a much respected author of 
articles and books on the archaeology and history of Leicester 
and Leicestershire. It was whilst researching for his History of 
Leicester, published in 1849, that he discovered that the Town 
records were in a 'sad state' and took steps to improve the 
conditions under which they were housed. At the time of his 
death in 1877 he was still on the Society's committee. He was a 
Fellow of the RoyalHistorical Society.

Honorary Secretary

Above: Moving out of the 
Mercury premises in 
Albion Street in 1968.

Left: The new premises in 
St George Street.

15



Leicestershire Historian

Leicestershire,
. . YJ Wattam

Friendly Societies 1 were the forerunners to the 
state welfare benefits system, private insurance 
companies, and building societies. However there 

are three main differences between the modern 
institutions and the Victorian societies: firstly, members' 
contributions were purely voluntary ; secondly they 
provided much more to their members than financial 
aid - social outlets, provision for emigration, reading 
rooms, libraries and education; finally they were directly 
managed by their own members without any external 
interference either from the government or any other 
authority.

Until 1875, when the Friendly Society Act was passed, 
most friendly societies also operated without any legal 
restrictions or legal protection for their members. As a 
result the societies were often not professionally or 
efficiently run to the standards we now expect, and were 
prone to financial abuses such as fraud or bankruptcy. 
Their frequently poor financial performance led to 
mixed feelings about the level of beneficial services they 
could offer.

The Reports and Returns on friendly societies in 
parliamentary records give us some indication of the 
number of friendly societies which operated in 
Leicestershire. What is immediately obvious is the 
incompleteness, inaccuracy and changing methods of 
entering these records - only an indication can be given 
of the actual numbers of friendly societies in existence. 
Before the 1860s, these records are simply lists of 
friendly societies by county. Not until 1867 do we see 
noted the total number of blank return forms sent out, 
compared to the actual numbers of completed returns 
received by the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
and this is only maintained until 1878. For instance, in 
1867, we find recorded that 428 blank returns were sent 
out to the county of Leicestershire, to those friendly 
societies which were known to exist, with only 247 being 
completed and returned to the Chief Registrar. Thus, 
we know that only around 50% of the known friendly 
societies complied with legislation from 1867 to 1878, 
even though the system was for the societies' own 
benefit.2

The actual records of friendly society minutes and 
accounts preserved in the Leicestershire County 
Records Office do not help us to make more accurate 
estimates, since many do not tally with the 
parliamentary records of registered societies, apart from 
the affiliated orders. Again, it is also a very incomplete 
record, since only a total of 54 society records have 
been preserved.

Also, the parliamentary records cannot be relied on as 
they are inaccurate and give us a false impression of the 
rapid growth of friendly societies in Leicestershire. For 
instance, the 1824 records (covering 1820 to 1824) 
claim that there was a total of 30 friendly societies in 
existence in Leicestershire overall. 3 Yet the 1831 record 
contradicts some of these figures, claiming that a further 
19 societies were already in existence prior to 1801 in 
Leicestershire making a new total of 49 friendly 
societies in existence!4

In 1865, the total number of friendly societies who sent 
in their returns for Leicestershire was noted at 206, 
which indicated an enormous growth from the 1830s. 
In fact, this figure is inaccurate, since it probably 
reflected a gradual acceptance, and growing confidence 
in the protection that government legislation could 
offer. 5

This, then, illustrates the difficulties of calculating with 
any accuracy the actual numbers of friendly societies in 
Leicestershire. Even when the returns are officially 
recorded, this is by no means an accurate measurement 
of the real number of friendly societies in existence. The 
returns of the 1860s give us some insight into the fact 
that around half of the friendly societies in 
Leicestershire did not send back their financial returns, 
but we have no prior records for comparison to the 
early 1800s, or even any later records to act as an 
indicator of their actual numbers. Again, the number of 
blank returns sent out in the 1860s is not an accurate 
measurement. We do not know how many friendly 
societies have dissolved, and whether the lack of replies 
is a partial indicator of this, we also do not know how 
many societies escaped detection altogether, since it was 
not uncommon for many to adopt a secretive attitude 
about their activities.

The returns are most useful to illustrate the fact that the 
types of friendly society which were officially registering 
actually changed over the nineteenth century. The early 
returns for instance, show only small, local based 
friendly societies, with no evidence of the affiliated 
orders whatsoever. By the 1860s, the returns illustrate 
that half the friendly societies registered were local, and 
half were branches, lodges or courts of affiliated orders. 
However, after 1875, the situation is completely 
reversed - every friendly society registered and sending 
in returns to parliament from Leicestershire is part of an 
affiliated order. The development and expansion of the 
affiliated orders has only briefly been touched upon 
here. The topic is extensively covered by Janet Smith, in 
her dissertation on The Friendly Societies of Leicestershire
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1800-1880, so it does not seem necessary to expand it at 
great length here. The returns do illustrate however, 
that the general trends underlined by Gosden, such as 
the gradual replacement of local societies into the 
affiliated orders by the late 1880s are well in evidence in 
the county of Leicestershire, as elsewhere.6

If we now look in more detail at the actual friendly 
society records in the L.C.R.O. this again serves to 
highlight the lack of data on friendly societies in the 
region. The total records held amount to only 54 
friendly societies, ranging in detail from a simple letter 
of dissolution, to many volumes of accounts, minutes, 
rule-books, and certificates of enrolment. Of these 54 
records, 11 were examined at random, to give an overall 
picture of the types of society in operation. It cannot be 
stressed enough that these records are only a fraction of 
information on the friendly societies in existence - they 
are not typically representative of friendly societies in 
Leicester at the time. Nevertheless, a general impression 
can be gained of the types of societies in operation, 
although given more time a wider analysis of these 
societies would be preferable. ____________

The first friendly society which ....HO VC\\Or 
was examined was The Friendly 
Society of William Gimson's 
[Wood/timber] Workmen, where the 
only data available is their 
Resolution Book, 1859 - 1866. 
Although the information 
preserved is sparse, at first glance 
it appears to represent the very simple, local society, of 
the kind which the government, under the aegis of the 
Chief Registrar were later to discourage, in favour of the 
affiliated orders. For instance, meetings were held at the 
Lord Raglan Inn, [most of the early friendly societies 
typically used their local public house as a meeting 
place, particularly within village communities]. 
Although unusually, meetings were held at first only 
annually, by 1863 this became a half-yearly event. The 
members established a simple hierarchy, with the 
appointment of a Treasurer, Secretary, Board of 
Management consisting of six members, and a Steward. 
They proposed the annual election of a Treasurer and 
Secretary, whilst the positions of the Board of 
Management, and Stewards were to be occupied by all 
members in turn. Interestingly, the preamble establishes 
that 'members of the old club were to claim priority of 
election', thus the actual founding of this friendly 
society was even earlier than 1859, although 
unfortunately we have no further details. The age 
qualification is generous, provided members were 
employees of William Gimson, they could qualify if 
between the ages of eighteen and sixty. Subscription 
fees were relatively low, set at '3d' per member, per 
week, with a set scale for sick pay. For example, at six 
shillings per week for the first three months of sickness, 
then at four shillings per week for the next three 
months, and so on. Again, in common with many
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friendly societies, there are strict rules to be followed for 
members' behaviour, and no relief provided for 
members who were ill through 'drink or immoral 
conduct'. 7
Yet, on closer examination, this society is atypical of a
local friendly society. For instance, the Treasurer is
actually also the employer of the members - William
Gimson, whereas normally, members chose to run their
own society independently of any authority. There is no
indication as to whether subscriptions are voluntary, or
compulsory. However, although the society appears to
be run so as to be of greater benefit to the employer,
providing him as Treasurer with access to all funds, and
empowering him to control sick pay, surgeon's and
chemist's fees, and funeral expenses, the society itself
never consisted of any more than thirty-six members,
which would hardly provide an enormous income,
especially given that the subscriptions were so low.
There is a second factor which seems to point towards a
voluntary, rather than compulsory, membership. All
funds were divided annually between all the members,
leaving only a small residue with the Treasurer for any

^^^^^^^^^^^ future claimants. Thus, the
————————T~j——j society was also operating as a

DVOV\dcd kind of savings club for its
i MI members. Unfortunately, the lack

WY\0 WOrCs HI of continuous records for this
OK IfVWlOKal society does not aUow us to check 

its progress, nevertheless, it 
/f- appeared to operate successfully 
m^m m̂m l̂̂ m̂ m^i for at least seven years, providing 

for the workers' welfare and 
savings, operating a six monthly audit, a system of fines 
and exclusions, and as such was fairly comprehensive. 
The only drawback of the society is that it failed to 
provide an adequate pension for its older employees, 
although retiring members were reimbursed with their 
contributions.8

It was this very type of society which the Chief 
Registrar, John Tidd-Pratt, was later to refuse to 
recognise for registration, simply because by its very 
nature - the annual division of funds - it could not be 
said to be a 'permanent' society, with a sound financial 
base. It was also this type of society which was 
especially vulnerable to insolvency, since it relied on the 
competence and honesty of its members. Because in 
this case members were so narrowly drawn, from the 
same place of employment, it would be even more 
vulnerable to economic recession.

Our second example illustrates the opposite end of the 
scale - from one of the affiliated orders. The Nottingham 
Ancient Imperial Order of Oddfellows, Triumph Lodge No. 
179. Records for this lodge exist from 1844 to 1863, 
and we find a far more sophisticated and organised 
friendly society than that of our first example. For 
instance, there is a greater amount of material to 
examine: four account books, two minute books, and a 
separate account book for a benevolent fund, 1844-
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1867. We can even discover details of the members, 
their ages, occupations, place of residence, and date of 
initiation.9

The lodge claims a total membership of one hundred 
and eleven enrolments over this period, but this does 
not take into account those members who left, died or 
were excluded, typically for non-payment of 
subscription fees. When membership is examined on a 
yearly basis, we find that membership varies from 
twenty-six members in 1851, to its peak of fifty-four 
members in 1867; thus, on average, the lodge 
constituted around thirty-eight members over the 
twenty year period, which is not very far from our study 
of William Gimson's Friendly Society. However, these 
figures can only be taken as an approximate guides, 
since calculations rest on the premise that the secretary 
consistently and accurately crossed out all members' 
names, on his membership list (in the majority of cases, 
also noting in the margin that the member was 
'deceased', 'excluded for non-payment', etc.), which 
gives us a total yearly figure of those members who 
remained. 10

quite a high fee considering that
most members were drawn from
the small, rural village of
Lubenham, and the surrounding
areas. This was later slightly
reduced in 1848 to ls-4d,
perhaps in an attempt to recruit
more members. This intent was ____________
not achieved as membership
actually fell to its lowest levels for the next decade. The
only other major change in the way that the society itself
was managed, was the movement away from using the
subscription funds to pay for the annual feast day.
Instead, in 1852, we find that all members were obliged
to pay for themselves at one shilling and two pence per
head, being fined if they could not, or would not, do so.

This society demonstrates a much more sophisticated 
sick and burial fund for its members. For instance, a 
surgeon was employed by the lodge, at a cost of around 
£6-4s per annum in 1848, and this practice was 
maintained for each year of the records. Sick visits are 
recorded by the issuing of sick certificates, which 
provided proof of eligibility to claim sick pay. Funeral 
costs were much more generous, at around £5 for a 
deceased member for funeral regalia, carriage and 
provision of coffin, etc., whilst the member's widow 
received a lump sum of £2- 10s, plus a contribution 
from each member of Is each. The lodge also strove to 
put itself on a sound, financial footing. For instance, 
funds were invested in savings accounts, a separate 
benevolent and provident fund were maintained, and 
interest allowed to accumulate. 11

If we look at the members themselves in more detail, we 
find that although there is no apparent 'age bar' for 
enrolment, members ranged in age from eighteen up to 
fifty-five years of age, the majority of members were in 
fact under the age of thirty four years by 1850. The 
main reason for this seems to be the rising cost of 
initiation fees, on an age-related scale. For example, this 
is set at 2s for new recruits under the age of twenty, 
rising to 8s for those over thirty-five years of age, thus 
effectively maintaining an indirect age bar, although by 
no means totally excluding older recruits altogether. 
However, in a rural community it would have been 
difficult to raise the greater initiation fee required. 
The occupations and place of residence of members 
provides us with a greater insight into the actual 
members themselves. Their occupations reveal that the 
lodge recruited mainly from the rural village of 
Lubenham: ninety-four members in total had taken the 
initiation ceremony, with the remaining seventeen 
members coming from the adjacent areas of Little 
Bowden, Marston Trusset, and Mowsley. We can see 
almost every rural village occupation is represented over 
^^^^^^^^^^^ the twenty year period: four ——————————— butchers, one grazier, five

bakers, two drovers, one 
builder, one farmer, two

3*f~ 3KOI/KIC/ fl^/O blacksmiths, one coach-smith, 
' eight cordwainers, two 

maltsters, three shepherds, one 
each of waggoner, tailor, 
chemist, painter, joiner, engine 

r rr> *" driver, and two carriers. 
I ^^Jj^"" However, the majority of the 

^_^^^^^^aas members are divided between
two occupations: there are

twenty-two labourers, and twenty-four weavers 
illustrating the two main industries of the area. Finally, 
some of the members were listed as servants: two 
gardeners, five grooms, one gentleman's servant, whilst 
two members describe themselves as relieving officer 
and manufacturer respectively. In effect, the lodge 
absorbed almost every working male within the village, 
who might otherwise have formed their own village 
friendly society. 12

There is also one other factor common to both these 
societies - all the members involved were male. This 
was a common feature of most of the friendly societies 
over the Victorian period, and not just in the county of 
Leicestershire. It was commonly accepted that men 
were the main contributors to their households, whilst 
their wives and children represented only a 
supplementary or minor source of income. However it 
was common practice, particularly in the affiliated 
orders, for members to make some allowance for their 
wives and children by making additional contributions 
to insure against possible funeral costs. The Triumph 
lodge, for example, allowed approximately half the 
lump sum for funeral benefits to members if their wives 
died, but women were not allowed to participate in any
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public role, or within lodge meetings. Therefore, unless 
women were receiving a regular income, that would 
allow them to fund their own friendly societies, women 
did not receive the same welfare benefits as their 
husbands.

There were other factors which made female recruits 
less desirable than male; the inadequate medical 
knowledge, and lack of medical technology in Victorian 
Leicester, as elsewhere, made women especially 
vulnerable to disease and death, particularly through 
constant child-bearing. As such, they represented a 
poor risk to the organisers of friendly societies, since 
they were much more likely to claim for sick benefits 
than their male counter-parts. Nevertheless, women did 
club together to form their own friendly societies, and it 
is to these examples we should now look.

The simplest form of female society is perhaps best
illustrated by the Earl Shilton »^—™»«^™^^—
Female Sick Club 1832-1855. A , • • ,,
similar male society had also been (-He-dr II \Y\C'
established in 1816 for male
members, although records do
not exist for this after 1833. Both
societies had similar rules for their
operation and management; a
system of sick and funeral fees
from members 5 monthly
contributions, at 2s for women
and 3s for men, both held
monthly meetings, and also made

organised an annual, fund-raising event, involving the 
hiring of a marquee, band, caterers, and even 
policemen, to raise the benefit funds. Despite the fact 
that all the female members were expected to pay their 
monthly contributions of 2s each, clearly, there were 
insufficient funds to cover the costs of illness, child 
birth, and a doctor's fees. Thus, in this respect, the 
female sick club cannot strictly be regarded as a female 
friendly society as defined by the Chief Registrar, since 
it was unable to function without the aid of private 
charity. 14

A further example of a female friendly society can be 
seen in the Glenfield Female Friendly Society, whose 
records cover a substantially longer period from 1839 to 
1913, when the society was absorbed into an affiliated 
order of the Manchester Oddfellows. This is a more 
typical example of an independent, local friendly 
society, similar in many respects to The Friendly Society 
•—————————^ of William Gimson's Workmen. A 

r hierarchy was established of

^ « J/,,, 
*****]

that

•topic-al of

Of President, Vice-President, and 
six Stewards, all occupying their 
posts in rotation. Meetings were

'iKl the- at ^rst ^e^ quarterly, with a 
quarterly subscription of one 
shilling per member, although 

.^ by 1854, meetings and
OTrie'K" subscriptions are held monthly, 

and again, their accounts 
illustrate provision of sick 
benefits, doctors' fees, and

provision for a surgeon's wages, clerk fees, with 
allowance for refreshments. For the men, this is 
recorded as ale, whilst for the women members, only 
tea was allowed. However, there were significant 
differences. The male sick club provided a frame-rent 
fund for its members, as well as sick and funeral 
welfare. As the practice for renting out knitting frames 
was well-established, rent being claimed even when 
there was no work available, the sick club obviously 
provided a vital resource for male workers in times of 
recession. In May 1817, for example, a total of 13s, 6d 
was listed as an expenditure for 'frame rent and repairs', 
whilst only 9s were recorded for doctors' fees in the 
same month. The female sick club does not record any 
expenditure for frame-rent, instead, it adheres strictly to 
the provision of sick pay, and funeral expenses, 
especially tailored for its female members to provide for 
their 'lying-in' during and after child-birth.

funeral expenses, although this is tailored for the female 
members allowing benefits for child-birth and lying-in. 
In 1858, for instance, total expenditure is recorded as: 
£5-7s-4d for the annual feast; £2 for doctors' fees; £1 
for a band (at the feast); £3 for births; £3-10s for 
funerals; with the largest expenditure for sick pay at 
£l5-10s; and finally with £l-2s-6d listed as 'borrowed', 
although there is no indication that this is returned! We 
can clearly see that the greatest difference between male 
and female societies is_the far greater expenditure on 
sick benefit and births. 15

13

The major difference between the two sick clubs is that 
the male sick club operated purely under its own 
autonomy from members' contributions. The female 
sick club was run almost as a charity. For instance, it 
had sixteen 'Honorary Members', who were expected to 
make a generous annual contribution to the central sick 
fund. The female sick club had male trustees, and a 
male secretary who was not elected, retaining a 
permanent position. The honorary members also

Clearly, the sheer variety of friendly societies illustrates 
that Leicester in the nineteenth century was typical of 
many other counties. These examples represent the 
transition from rural occupations supported by poor 
relief in the early nineteenth century, to a newly 
industrialised region, expanding in its work force and in 
the need for this same work force to provide their own 
communal welfare system, tailored for their own 
specific needs of industry and health. Unfortunately, the 
fact that the majority of records kept at the L.C.R.O. 
represent the affiliated orders, does not allow us to 
conclude with accuracy that the affiliated orders did 
dominate the region - it merely indicates the greater 
pride in their history that the affiliated orders had in 
preserving their records for posterity.
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The parliamentary records also appear to concur with
Gosden's findings, that the affiliated orders effectively
'took over' from local societies. The lack of returns from
independent societies should not be taken as proof of
their dwindling existence, after -^^•"•"•»"^^^^—
all, many local societies
effectively continued in the guise
of a lodge or court of an
affiliated order. Nevertheless, we
cannot deny that the affiliated
orders did dominate Leicester at
the end of the nineteenth
century.

in 
nfi/rM, nor

We certainly know the outcome 
of the history of friendly 
societies in the 1990s; their 
traditional role now appears to 
be usurped, they exist as mere 
savings banks or building 
societies, or minor philanthropic 
groups. In their place exists the i^^^^^^^^^^——•• 
familiar compulsory state welfare benefit system. Yet 
there is now a rising debate calling for a long overdue 
reform on an antiquated welfare system, which clearly 
cannot provide for the enormous numbers of pensioners 
who have benefited from a better health-care system. 
Thus, the role of friendly societies, once dismissed as 
inadequate or too vulnerable to financial abuse in the 
early twentieth century, is again being considered as a 
viable alternative for the twenty-first century.

This gives the historian a new perspective and a 
renewed interest in the role of friendly societies in the 
Victorian era. As the journalist, Alexandra Frean, notes 
the modern government has now come full circle in its 
opinions on public welfare, and how far the state should 
intervene in society. Frank Field, the Minister for 
Welfare Reform, is quoted as seeking 'a substantial role 
in welfare provision' for friendly societies. These he 
feels, should be based on the 'ideas of self-help, work, 
savings, and honesty'. Many people feel that these 
ideals have disappeared altogether; after all, most 
people today are very familiar with the phrase 'nanny 
state', or 'state dependent society', in the media. These 
'media panics' express fears which are exacerbated by 
the knowledge that there are insufficient funds to 
provide total state public welfare, as it was originally 
envisaged after the two wars. Mr. Field expresses the 
hopes of many politicians and economists, echoing J.H. 
James, that friendly societies would break the 'welfare 
equals state mentality', and 'make people take more 
responsibility'. In other words, the reality for working 
people in Leicestershire for the 1990s is that they 
cannot rely on the future of state welfare provision any 
more than their predecessors could rely on poor relief in 
the nineteenth century, simply because of the lack of funds. 16

Neither the friendly society system in the nineteenth 
century, nor the state welfare system in the twentieth 
century have proved to be the entire solution to the 
economic cycles of boom and recession, which are
»»a^Bend emir tO an

industrialised society. 
Thus it is hoped that a 
much more thorough 
research project into the 
role of friendly societies 
may provide an important 
solution to these 
problems, striking the 
right balance between the 
fear that we have created a 
state-dependent society 
and the need for 
maintaining a broad-scale 
health and welfare system 
which is not being fully 
met today.

to bo thc> 
Solution to the- 
of boom and 

which arc- ondcwic- to an
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Eric Jordan and the Loughborough Carillon
Neil Crutchley

I t was an unusual and inspired idea to erect a 
carillon in memory of those citizens of 
Loughborough who had lost their lives in the Great 

War. Instead of the usual arch or obelisk, why not have 
something that could be heard and enjoyed by 
thousands of listeners the world over? After all, 
Loughborough was known as the 'Town of Bells' due to 
the presence, right in its midst of John Taylor's world- 
famous bell foundry. The idea of producing a great 
musical instrument to honour the town's dead seemed 
very apt.

Originally, John Taylor came to Loughborough from 
Oxford to recast the bells of the parish church but he 
liked the town and decided to settle. He set up a 
foundry and for well over a century it sent its bells to 
ring in every part of the world.

As a company, Taylor's were always prepared to look at 
new ideas and developments. The revival of the carillon 
in the Low Countries during the late 1890s had been of 
particular interest. In 1899, they had supplied some 
replacement bells for a carillon in Middleburg in the 
Dutch province of Zeeland. These bells were found to 
be truer in pitch than almost any others in existence at 
that time. This gave Taylor's a considerable boost and 
for the next few years the company began to specialise 
in carillon bells. Its success was soon apparent with 
orders coming in thick and fast. It even set up its own 
carillon in the foundry yard in order to experiment and 
this was the first instrument to use equal tempered 
tuning, thereby allowing pieces to be played in all keys. 
This had a tremendous effect on the versatility of the 
carillon as a musical instrument.

Over the next decade, Taylor's shipped the bells for 
three carillons to the Netherlands and sent two 
complete carillons to Ireland. By now the company was 
acknowledged to be a leader in the field of carillon 
construction. After having its activities curtailed by the 
Great War, the company entered the wealthy North 
American market in the early twenties and by the 
outbreak of the Second World War it had made over 
forty carillons and sent them to eleven countries around 
the world.

In England the perception of 'bell music' tends to be 
one of church bells in change ringing. The idea that 
bells could produce music of recognisable tunes had 
never really established itself. But there was a 
burgeoning interest in this type of approach in 
neighbouring countries.

The manufacture of a carillon is a large-scale operation. 
It goes without saying that in order to replicate with 
bells, the range and harmony of a piano, a huge and 
expensive piece of engineering is required. Most 
carillons have a range of between one to five octaves, 
which means twelve to fifty or so bells. Great physical 
stamina is required to play them as, unlike church bells, 
the clappers move by mechanical linkages and the 
clappers on some of the large lower-note bells need 
considerable force to move them. Consequently, in 
carillon playing, the fists rather than the fingers are 
used. This means that it is difficult to produce more 
than three lines of harmony rather than the four in 
piano music and carillon players (by necessity) soon 
learn to become skilled arrangers.

Carillons were always more popular in the Low 
Countries and America where new 'singing towers' of 
huge proportions were erected. These American 
instruments proved very popular and their players soon 
gained celebrity status. However, despite the lack of 
precedent in England, Loughborough decided to go 
ahead with its War Memorial Carillon and it was 
erected in Queen's Park by public subscription and 
opened in July 1923. The architect was Sir Walter 
Tapper. His impressive design had a sturdy Portland 
stone base, a brick tower, a large copper roof and at the 
top, an open lantern. The whole structure was one 
hundred and fifty-one feet high and the total cost, 
including the bells was £23,000. All the forty-seven 
bells were given either by individuals or local 
organisations. It was an impressive instrument with the 
biggest bell weighing four and a half tons and the 
smallest twenty pounds. Needless to say, the bells were 
all cast in Taylor's foundry.

The carillon was a wonderful idea, but who was going 
to play it? Carillon players were, at least in England, as 
rare as gold dust; so Taylor's decided to hold a 
competition and, fortunately for Loughborough, the 
young organist of Wymeswold parish church just 
happened to see the announcement when he was 
cycling past Taylor's foundry. Eric Jordan decided to 
give it a try and to his delight he won the competition. 
Thus in 1922, began a fruitful artistic partnership which 
lasted well over half a century and put Loughborough 
on the world wide musical map.

Eric Jordan was born in Thorpe Acre, Loughborough in 
1901. By the age of eleven, he was playing the organ at 
the church there and at eighteen, he had been 
appointed organist of Wymeswold. After these years of 
experience as an organist he felt that perhaps he could
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make a go of the carillon. It would certainly be a 
challenge and one he felt able to try for.

The foundation stone of the carillon was laid by 
General Lord Home and the completed building was 
unveiled on the 23rd July 1923 by Field Marshall Sir 
William Robertson. It was described as 'An exquisite 
local memorial to the memory of five hundred local 
men'. The opening recitals were given by the great 
Belgian carilloneur Chevalier Jef Denyn and his deputy 
Gusstaf Nees. The local press reported on the 
excellence of the performances and it was observed that 
for richness of tone, accuracy of tuning and perfection 
of mechanism, the Loughborough carillon was probably 
the finest in the world. However, it was hoped that 
when young Eric Jordan began to play it there would be 
'tunes, not arpeggios'. This remark must relate to the 
continental style of playing. In an editorial it was 
commented that Eric Jordan had achieved success very 
early in his career but before the plaudits began to flow, 
he needed a few years to prove himself!

It must be remembered that in the 1920s, the art of the 
carillon was almost unknown in England and that 
Jordan was a pioneer. He was the first English pupil to 
be sent to the newly opened school at Mechelen in 
Belgium headed by Jef Denyn. This was to become the 
famous Royal Carillon School. It would ensure a 
training of the highest order for the young player who

Eric Jordan seated 
at the keyboard 
(clavier) of the 
Loughborough 
Carillon in 1976.

came back to Loughborough and immediately took up 
his position as the first ever Borough Carilloneur in 
England.

Straight away he set to work to show the potential of the 
carillon in a country where change ringing was the 
accepted style of bell music. Regular recitals were given; 
twice a week in the summer and once a week in the 
winter. Gradually Eric Jordan began to develop his own 
technique which he described as the 'English Style'. It 
was less florid and more direct than the continental 
style. Having studied harmony and counterpoint in 
Leicester with Dr Ben Burrows, a famed local musician 
and composer, he was able to make his own 
arrangements of well-known pieces and to perform 
them in his own style. He was also a composer in his 
own right - and not just of carillon pieces. He has 
written in various forms from fanfares for Mayoral 
lunches to serious large-scale works for piano and 
orchestra.

As time progressed, Eric Jordan began to acquire an 
international reputation. He was 'on the doorstep' as far 
as Taylor's were concerned and was frequently asked to 
'play in' new instruments after they had been assembled 
in the works. This was quite a time consuming activity 
as Taylor's were the leading carillon manufacturers 
between the wars.
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One of his earliest experiences as an expert in his field 
came in a meeting with Sir Hamilton Harty, then 
conductor of the Halle Orchestra and a well-known 
composer. Harty was very interested in bell music and 
intended to write a piece for the Sydney Carillon, 
recently built by Taylor's. Unfortunately, despite his 
prowess as an orchestral composer, he did not really 
know a great deal about writing for bells and he relied 
to a considerable extent, on Jordan's knowledge and 
experience as a player and arranger.

The correspondence between Harty and Eric Jordan is 
fascinating as, in the first attempts to compose a piece, 
it was noticed that Sir Hamilton had unconsciously 
used a phrase from a Bach fugue. Harty was surprised 
that he had inadvertently 'cribbed' a phrase from Bach, 
particularly as he said he had never come across the 
Bach piece. 'This is quite an unconscious similarity on 
my part and I do not believe I have ever heard the first 
fugue'. The correspondence continues with various 
exchanges until 'A Little Fantasy and Fugue' purged of 
any similarity to Bach's fugue, appeared and was duly 
played in Sydney.

In some respects, almost inevitably, Eric Jordan was 'a 
prophet without honour' in his own land. He was highly 
regarded and very popular abroad. He played on all the 
great carillons in America (he toured the USA twice) 
and was a notable figure on the European carillon scene 
for half a century. He toured Belgium, Holland and 
France on a number of occasions and played the 
Wellington, New Zealand carillon when it was 
temporarily erected in Hyde Park. Such was his 
popularity in the USA, that he was made an Honorary 
Citizen of Springfield, Illinois, the birthplace of George 
Washington. He was also appointed to the Comite 
d'Honneur Internationale, by the World Carillon 
Congress at Douai, France. In fact, if anyone wanted 
England's foremost exponent of the art of the carillon, 
they called on Eric Jordan.

Coupled with this international reputation went a self- 
effacing modesty and sense of duty. As Borough 
Carilloneur Jordan saw himself as the musical servant of 
his home town. Without fail, he was there, week in 
week out, come rain or shine at the keyboard of the 
Queen's Park carillon. His repertoire was extremely 
varied and ranged from classical transcriptions to 
popular songs. There was invariably a large and 
appreciative audience in attendance.

Over the years, Eric Jordan gave countless broadcasts 
for both radio and television. These were often in linked 
programmes with radio stations in Belgium and 
Holland in days when technology was not as simple as it 
is today. He also made a number of films about the 
carillon. During the Second World War he made 
recordings of Dutch tunes for use on the underground

Leicestershire Historian
radio when the Germans forbade the use of Dutch 
carillons. He recorded the Loughborough carillon for 
the BBC on many occasions and he made several 
commercial recordings both on 78-rpm discs and on 
LP.

The Loughborough carillon has fascinated many 
composers. The first was Sir Edward Elgar who wrote a 
Memorial Chime especially for it. According to Jordan, 
Elgar, like Harty, was conscious of his lack of working 
knowledge of the instrument and this was to some 
extent, evident in the piece he produced. Over the 
years, many well-known musicians and celebrities have 
visited the carillon. They were always received with 
charm and courtesy by Eric Jordan as were the 
countless 'ordinary' visitors (including the present 
writer) who expressed an interest in the workings of the 
instrument. On one occasion, Jordan was 
complimented on his playing by HRH Princess 
Margaret, who was on a visit to the town.

In 1973, to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the opening 
of the Loughborough carillon, Eric Jordan was 
presented with a silver salver to commemorate his fifty 
years as Borough Carilloneur - a unique achievement. 
On this occasion players from around the world came to 
perform at the ceremony. In 1975, he was made 
Carilloneur Emeritus and, after his retirement, he 
continued to play from time to time. He had wide 
musical sympathies and was for many years the 
president of the Loughborough Gramophone Society. 
He was also a fine pianist and an amusing and 
entertaining speaker.

He spent all his life in Loughborough and died there in 
1994 at the age of ninety-three.

In the clavier-chamber of the Loughborough carillon, 
there is a plaque commemorating the life and work of 
Eric Jordan. Beautifully executed in Welsh slate and 
designed and made by local sculptor, David Tarver and 
containing Tennyson's words 'Ring out Wild Bells', it is 
worthy memorial to a fine musician.
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The following list is a selection of several key sites which can be used as a starting point. They include guides to 
other more specialist web sites, details of the holdings of libraries and archive collections, general guides to family 
history etc,

www.bbc.co.uk

www.cyndislist.com/

www.earl.org.uk/familia

www.earl.org.uk/magnet

www.genuki.org.uk.

www.hmc. gov.uk/

www.hmc.gov.uk/archon/

www.ihr.sas.ac.uk/.

www.ihr. sas. ac.uk/search/

www.portico.bl.uk/

www.pro.gov.uk/

www.rootsweb.com/

The BBC online search facility provides access to genealogical
information. Click on search and type in genealogy - select items
from list.
Cyndi's list of genealogy sites. Over 40,000 sites, divided into
subject categories. Very comprehensive.
Electronic directory of family history resources in UK & Ireland
library authorities.
Holdings of local newspapers and periodicals in UK & Ireland
libraries.
Genuki - the UK & Ireland Genealogical Information Service -
provides hundreds of links arranged by counties and subject
topics. Information about towns, villages, surnames, family
history societies etc. A key resource.
Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. Information
about manuscript collections, publications, information sheets,
national Register of Archives. Search facility for HMC [MB the
Royal Commission has now merged with English Heritage. Ed.]
Archives on-line. Details of archives held in repositories
throughout the UK.
Institute of Historical Research site Access to UK and
worldwide history websites.
History on-line. Allows searches for books in print, journals and
articles, teachers, theses and current research.
British Library sites. - sections on manuscripts, maps,
newspapers useful for family history. Information about
Colindale Newspaper Library.
Public Record Office site. How to use public records, leaflets for
family historians, information on Family Records Centre.
Rootsweb provides access to surname lists, genealogical
archives, newsgroups, links to websites e.g. useful annotated list
of British sites provided by British Isles Family History Society.

GENEALOGICAL SITES - ORGANISATIONS & SOCIEITES
A selective list of some major organisations/key sites. Searching through these will lead to links with smaller/regional 
groups.

www.cwgc.org/

www.familysearch.org/

www.ffhs.org.uk/

Commonwealth War Graves Commission site.This is very
popular and access can be slow.
Family Search internet test site. This site is now up and
running, but at peak times can be quite slow.
Federation of Family History Societies. Information about
members, FFHS publications, lectures, contacts.
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www.ihgs.ac.uk/ 

www.lds.org/

www.one-name.org/ 
www. sog. org.uk/

LEICESTER/LEICESTERSHIRE SITES 
www.le.ac.uk/leicester/

www.leicester.anglican.org

www.genuki.org.uk/indexes/LEIcontents.html

www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/3446

www.le.ac.uk/archaeology/lahs/lahs.html

www.leics.gov.uk/ 
www.leicester.gov.uk/ 
www.leicester.co.uk 
www.thisisleicestershire.co.uk/

LOCAL PLACE SITES

Leicestershire Historian
Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies. Details of
courses, research and publications.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints web site. Includes
family history resources section.
Guild of One-Name Studies.
Society of Genealogists - Information about library, bookshop,
courses, information leaflets, contents of Genealogist's magazine
and Computers in Genealogy.

City of Leicester Information plus links to other key city sites.
Produced by Leicester Promotions with the support of Leicester
University.
Diocese of Leicester information which contains some historical
information on the web pages of a number of local churches.
Genuki's Leicestershire site gives you an excellent table of
contents linking you to specific hard information library
catalogues and other key Leicestershire websites.
Leicestershire & Rutland Family History website - links to local
family history groups, information on library, record office,
cemeteries etc
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society news,
lecture programmes, publications and the history of the society.
Leicestershire County Council
Leicester City Council web site
Leicester Web - full of links to other sites
Leicester Mercury official website that gives you a brief guide to
current news and the county's historical attractions.

Good examples of multimedia developments.

www.charnwoodbc.gov.uk Charnwood Borough Council's guide to the countryside and
historical and tourist attractions.

http://westworld.dmu.ac.uk/highfields/histcont.html Highfields Remembered is an excellent example of a local
history site that has a number of multimedia features and aims 
to be organic in its structure. The project arose out of a joint 
venture between Leicester City Libraries and De Montfort 
University.

www.rutland-on-line.co.uk Rutland on-line includes information on local companies and
the Rutland community. It gives you the opportunity to chat 
on-line and create your own home page. An excellent source if 
you're trying to track down ancestors that came from the 
Rutland area.

This list has been produced by staff from the Central Reference and Information Library, Bishop Street, Leicester, 
LEI 6AA. Tel: 0116 255 6699.

New web sites are being produced all the time and the Editor would be interested to hear from anybody of sites 
which they think might be of interest to other readers of the Leicestershire Historian.
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LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

LEICESTERSHIRE AT WAR
Robin P. Jenkins
Sutton Publishing 1998 07S091S09S 225p £9.99

A very high quality
publication of
photographs capturing
life in Leicestershire from
the 1860s, with the
emphasis on the First
and Second World Wars.
The book adopts an easy-
to-follow thematic
arrangement and within
each theme the
photographs are arranged
chronologically. This
book is essentially for
dipping into, revealing
some fascinating insights such as photographs of
Gunther Pluschow, believed to be the only man to have
escaped from a British POW camp, in this case at
Donington Hall, during the First World War. On the
negative side, the first section contains a plethora of
group photographs, which provide little to interest the
casual browser.

Steve Kettle

THE LUDDITE REBELLION
Brian Bailey
Sutton Publishing 199S 0750913533 240p £18.99

Although not strictly a book about Leicestershire, the 
county naturally features heavily in a publication 
dealing with the history of the 'Luddite Rebellion'. The 
author begins by disputing the legend of Ned Ludd and 
gives alternative explanations to the beginnings of the 
Luddite movement, all this in the preface! The text 
continues with a chronological account of the riots and 
the machine-breaking that took place in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries and the 
authorities' responses to them. The events are placed 
against the political and social background of the 
period using contemporary accounts to describe events 
and their aftermath wherever possible. One of the 
events looked at in detail is the wrecking of John 
Heathcote's factory in Loughborough and the ensuing 
court cases that resulted from the attack. The book then 
looks at the aftermath of the riots and the final chapter 
is the author's own personal conclusions about the 
'hidden agenda' behind the Luddite rebellions. The 
narrative, in plain, easy to understand English, is well

illustrated, which helps to bring the book to life. This is 
an interesting and well-researched account of the 
Luddite rebellion that would appeal to anyone with 
interests in local, industrial and social history.

Lois Edwards

THE CIVIL WAR AT COTES MILL AND OTHER 
STORIES ABOUT THE RIVER SOAR 
Malcolm Dark 
Reprint (D. Dover) 1998 £4.50

The book begins with a short description of the River 
Soar followed by a fairly detailed account of a two day 
engagement between Royalists and Parliamentarians at 
Cotes Bridge in 1644. The account is accompanied by 
some colour pictures of the area as it is now, an artist's 
impression of the old bridge, some sketch maps showing 
the river as it was in the seventeenth century and plans 
of the battle site. These are rather too detailed for their 
size and therefore not as clear as they might be. The 
battle at Cotes Mill covers more than half of the book, 
the remaining part being taken up with three stories 
related to the Soar, concerning swimming places, the 
capture of a large pike and the collapse of a bridge at 
Barrow. Clearly a lot of effort has gone into this but 
there are some irritating mistakes in spelling and 
grammar; and surely the parish church is called All 
Saints? The overall feeling is that the author has tried to 
combine a study of the battle at Cotes Mill and a study 
of the River Soar. Unfortunately this spoils what would 
otherwise be a very readable little book.

Pat Grundy

FINDING EAST MIDLANDS ANCESTORS
Pam Fisher
Published by the author 1998 0953340708 152p £7.00

This book is an essential reference tool for anybody 
researching their family tree within the East Midlands. 
The author has detailed all the major sources and has 
provided general information for their interpretation 
plus details of their location within the individual 
counties of the East Midlands. The book provides 
information on all the major repositories, with current 
opening hours and contact telephone numbers of 
libraries, record offices, etc. It also includes appropriate 
web site addresses. All parishes are listed and placed 
within their civil registration and ecclesiastical district; a 
useful shortcut for locating required registers. This is a 
very thoroughly researched book, well laid out and easy 
to follow.

Linda Kettle
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BRADGATE AND ITS VILLAGES: WAS THERE
A VILLAGE CALLED BRADGATE?
D.A Ramsey
The Author 1998 09S347S301 80p £4.95

Bradgate 
1 and its villages

iit!!!S Ciifkif 'Xrsifyaie '

This is the third book in a
series of five. Book One, A
Time Line - Old John, tells
how the tower was used as
a viewing point for horse
trials in the 18th century.
Book Two, Breakfast at
Bradgate, draws on the
records of weekly kitchen
purchases and payments
made at Bradgate House
from 1679 to 1681. Two
further volumes are in the
pipeline: Book Four,
Newtown Linford and the
Leicestershire Slate Quarries,
and Book Five, Employment in the Bradgate Villages.

In this volume the author shows Bradgate (derived from 
Broadgate) as the casualty of three clearances: firstly 
from the park to Broadgate on the south side of 
Cropston reservoir and thence to the north of 
Broadgate and finally close to Markfield before its final 
demise due to dispersal of its villagers. Illustrated with 
reproductions of contemporary illustrations and maps 
and some not very clear colour photographs, this 
presents fairly compressed and detailed reading based 
on research from primary sources. Although it is an 
advantage to know the area and the subject to get the 
best out of it, this is however a useful key to the local 
history of the area.

Jennifer Sandys

A HISTORY OF SWITHLAND WOODS,
LEICESTERSHIRE
Ronald E Gardner
Published privately by A E Squires and no longer
in print

Ronald Gardner died in 1997 aged 87. He was not a 
native of Leicestershire but moved to his wife's home in 
Leicester after the war, undertaking a number of 
occupations until his retirement in 1966. A year later he 
and his wife moved to Woodhouse Eaves, which led to his 
interest in Swithland Woods. Further moves brought him 
back to Leicester and this combined with his increasing 
lack of mobility meant that his work was largely desk 
bound. The original manuscript, in longhand, is deposited 
at the Leicestershire Record Office. The editor of this 
published edition, Anthony Squires, states that he has 
kept his editorial work to a minimum. He gives credit to 
the author for the 'sheer volume of effort and research' 
from a largely self-taught man who had little instruction in 
landscape history, a subject which was developing rapidly 
in the late 1960s onwards.
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He also draws attention to another work, Svrithland 
Wood - a study of its history and vegetation by Stephen 
Woodward (1992), with which comparisons will 
inevitably be made. However, the two publications are 
quite different in approach, Woodward's being a 
detailed ecological study, whilst that of Gardner starts 
from investigation of historical sources drawing 
evidence on distribution of plant species.

The author in his introduction states that evidence of 
ridge and furrow in the woods initially led him to his 
investigation - the normal practice of building 
earthworks around the edge of woodland evidenced that 
the wood actually comprised a number of 
'compartments': Stocking Wood, Dunham Linns, Great 
Linns, Little Linns, Slate Pit Wood and Hallgate Wood, 
hence his title Swithland Woods. The combination of 
poor soil and outcrops would have been difficult terrain 
to cultivate but population growth during the centuries 
preceding the Black Death would have necessitated 
cultivation of all available land. This clearance of the 
primary tree cover also allowed settlements of 
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Bradgate and probably 
Cropston. The book is a detailed investigation into the 
history, ownership, management and ecology of the 
woods. It is clearly written and serviceably bound and 
printed with diagrams and maps which clarify . It 
contains a list of primary and secondary sources, notes 
and a glossary of woodland terms.

Jennifer Sandys

THE HISTORIC COUNTRY HOUSES OF 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 
Leonard Cantor 
Kairos Press 1998 1871344182 84 pp £6.50

This book is a companion volume to The Historic Parks 
and Gardens of Leicestershire which is also written by 
Leonard Cantor, who is Professor of Education at 
Loughborough University. It is fully illustrated, mainly 
in black and white but with some colour in the 
historical sections, and has been very attractively 
designed and printed (by Norwood Press at Anstey). 
After a working definition of 'what it is an historic 
country house' there is an historical survey from 
medieval beginnings (Ashby de la Zouch and Kirby 
Muxloe castles) through to the decline of the country 
house in the twentieth century. There are sections on 
building materials and on country houses we have lost 
(these include Tickencote Hall, designed by Sir John 
Vanbrugh and Papillon Hall near Lubenham, designed 
by Sir Edwin Lutyens, both demolished in the 1950s).

Cantor draws extensively on Pevsner and on County 
Council records for architectural details and on Heather 
Broughton's Family and Estate Records in the 
Leicestershire Record Office. Over fifty houses are featured 
in the main Gazetteer - quite briefly, but wherever 
possible there is information on those who built, lived
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in... and in some cases visited them. As an example, we 
are reminded that Charles I stayed at Wistow Hall 
before the battle of Naseby and that he and Prince 
Rupert left their saddles there, which are still preserved. 
A compact bibliography completes this book which 
represents very good value for money.

Colin Jones

Other recent publications

Ambrose, K Geology of the Castle Donington area 
Fenwick (ed) Poll taxes of 1377, 1379 and 1381 [incl.

Leics] OUP 1997 0197261868 673p [np] 
Women's Institutes (Leics and Rutland) Leicestershire

and Rutland: a century in photographs

CITY OF LEICESTER

THE STORY OF THE SAFF: A history of the
Saffron Lane Estate
Compiled by the "Saffron Past and Present Group"
Edited by Cynthia Brown
Living History Unit, Leicester City Council 1998
1901156656 £6.50

This history of Leicester's first large-scale housing 
estate was initiated by a group of residents who wanted 
to record the story of "the Saff' at a time when the re 
building of the Boot houses was creating changing 
patterns within the community. The assistance of the 
Living History Unit of the City Council was requested 
and the resulting publication is an example of the usual 
high quality that we have come to expect from the Unit. 
Photographs, maps and excerpts from community 
newsletters and poems are interwoven with memories 
from some forty residents to create a vivid picture of life 
on the estate from its beginnings in 1925 until the 
present day.

THE STORY OF THE SAFF

The first chapter on the Park Estate (as the Saff was 
originally named) considers the building of the estate to 
relieve overcrowding in the densely packed terraced 
streets and courts of Leicester and the, even then, 
controversial decision to authorise the construction of 
the prefabricated concrete Boot houses. Within the 
context of a well-written historical framework, the 
anecdotal stories of the residents are organised 
thematically into chapters covering such topics as 
schooldays, shops, recreation. World War II, and the 
recent fight by residents to have the disintegrating Boot 
houses replaced. The book is an excellent social history 
of a period of great change. With its wide ranging 
subject coverage and clear historical context, it forms a 
fascinating survey of a community, with a clear identity 
and social cohesion, which goes beyond purely local 
interest.

Helen Edwards

WE LOVE YOU LEICESTER! A popular history
of Leicester City
Chris Lymn
CRL Publishing 1998 0953440907 126pp £9.99

If you are looking for a comprehensive 'facts and 
figures' approach to Leicester City since the club's 
formation in 1874 as Leicester Fosse, then you will find 
it in the club's official history, Of Fossils and Foxes. What 
we have here is a history of a different order, one which 
offers Leicester City fans a 'pleasant and informative 
stroll' through the last century and more of the club's 
existence. For this reader at least — I admit to being 
one of the species — it fulfils this promise very well.

The first few chapters provide a brief chronological 
overview of the club's progress from the later nineteenth 
century to the present, with just enough detail to give a 
good sense of its ever-fluctuating fortunes. Having set 
the context, the remaining chapters are devoted to more 
specific aspects of its history, from League and Cup 
highlights to great goal-scorers, 'long-servers', 
internationals, managers, directors and fans, and one 
modestly entitled 'Leicester's most famous street'. This 
includes some striking photographs of Filbert Street 
itself, illustrating at a glance why the relationship 
between the club and its close residential neighbours 
has sometimes been an 'uneasy* one.

This hardback book is lavishly illustrated, and 
watercolour representations of some of the leading 
personalities add to the visual interest. Very occasionally 
the captions may assume a little too much prior 
knowledge, particularly of more distant years. It took 
me some time to identify the 'Sileby-born Jack' of a 
1949 Cup Semi-Final photo — but this is a minor point 
compared with the pleasure of dipping into a very 
readable book which brought back more than a few 
(later!) memories of my own.

Cynthia Brown
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF HOLIDAYS - 
Leicester Children's Holiday Centre 
(Mablethorpe) - The First Century 1898 - 1998 
Michael M. Grimsley
L.C.H.C. (Mablethorpe) Shaftesbury Hall, Holy 
Bones, Leicester 1998

At the turn of the century Leicester was an industrial 
town experiencing exceptional growth, overcrowding, 
inferior housing, scant medical facilities and limited 
education for the children of the poorer classes. It was 
then that a new charity was formed to take deprived 
children from Leicester for a seaside holiday. The idea 
came from Lady Rollaston of Glen Parva who noted the 
conditions of the boys who worked as news vendors. 
She and her husband Sir John Rollaston started the first 
Leicester Boys Club in 1895 in Newarke Street. From 
that came the idea of taking these boys for a holiday to a 
summer camp in the sand dunes near Mablethorpe.

The first boys' camp was organised in tents in 1898, but 
two years later chalet accommodation for girls was 
provided. Nominations were received from schools, 
from the Police Aid Society for Destitute Children, and 
from the Missions. The Rollastons continued their 
involvement for the rest of their lives, their links with 
Leicester society enabling them to attract funding and 
also support from the local council; the Mayor became 
traditionally the vice-president of the society. Lady 
Rollaston was able to open the purpose-built 
accommodation which is used to the present day. The 
need for a Leicester-based Institute to provide 
accommodation for administration and facilities for 
educating the beneficiaries in citizenship and behaviour 
resulted in Shaftesbury Hall, still the headquarters of 
the organisation.

This publication is produced to mark the centenary and 
to gain public interest. It is largely derived from oral 
information, resulting in gaps which are recognised by 
the author. It does however present a picture of the 
charity of the people of Leicester, best known for the 
Fire Service's collection with the well-known Rudolph 
each Christmas. The original reindeer stands in the hall 
at the Centre in Mablethorpe.

Jennifer Sandys

PORTRAIT OF A COMMUNITY: a history of the
Leicester Hebrew Congregation
Aubrey Newman and Patricia Lidiker. 1998 114p

The first documentary evidence for the modern Jewish 
community in Leicester appears in a trade directory in 
1849. This lists a Joseph Aaron, tailor, of York Street, 
whose daughter's name is later recorded in the Marriage 
Register of the Leicester Hebrew Congregation. By 
1874, when the first references to a formal Leicester 
Congregation appeared in the Jewish Chronicle, there 
were probably over a hundred Jews living in the town, 
among them Joseph Levy and his cousin Israel Hart,

Portrait of a 
Community

founders of the clothing firm
of Hart & Levy. In
celebrating the centenary of
the opening of the
Synagogue in Highfield
Street in 1898, this
publication sets out to record
the history of the
Congregation and its
relationship with the wider
community in Leicester. It is
interesting to note that those
who made cash donations
towards the cost of the
Synagogue included a
number of non-Jewish businessmen and politicians such
as Edward Wood and Arthur Wakerley, who was also
the architect of the building itself.
Many members of the Congregation in turn have played 
a prominent part in the political, economic and cultural 
life of Leicester, and their role is amply covered in the 
book. However, much of it is concerned with less well- 
documented aspects of the Congregation — with the 
impact, for instance, of Jewish refugees from Nazi 
antisemitism in Central Europe in the 1930s, and the 
inevitable tensions between an established 'English' 
community and newcomers to Britain. A large number 
of social, educational and cultural organisations have 
flourished under the Congregation's auspices over the 
years, ranging from the Literary and Drama Society to 
the Maccabi Youth Club, the Jewish Ladies Guild and 
the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen. Many of 
these, along with the ministers of the Congregation, are 
also represented in the fascinating collection of archive 
photographs which accompany the text. Together they 
form an invaluable addition to the historical record of 
the city, and to our understanding of its diverse 
communities.

Cynthia Brown

MUSICAL LEICESTER
Max Wade - Matthews
Heart of Albion Press 1998 187288356 239p £14.95

This book is not only a history of music in Leicester but 
a window into the society that enjoyed the music and 
the dancing; the people - patrons, artists and audiences; 
the music, some of it no longer played, and the 
buildings (many of them unfortunately no longer 
standing) erected as temples of music for a town which 
became of the most musically rich outside the 
metropolis. Under chapters which are engagingly titled 
with musical phraseology: Andante, Allegro ma non 
troppo etc., the story is told, starting with the Town 
Waites. The relationship is drawn between music and 
the people, music and charity (the new Infirmary was 
the subject of much musical fundraising) and music and 
the churches - St Martin's and St Margaret's 
particularly. It is engaging to think of St Margaret's as
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the venue for the first Leicester music festival in 1827, 
which was so popular that it was necessary to install a 
one way traffic system for the duration.

The personalities are numerous, including William 
Hanbury, who brought the Messiah to Church 
Langton, and William Gardiner, whose playing of 
Beethoven made Leicester the first town in England to 
enjoy his work. There is information on music shops, 
music and dancing teachers. Programmes and ticket 
prices are given, showing music until more recent times, 
as a rich man's pleasure. Based on a considerable 
amount of research from local and national papers, 
programmes and other records, Musical Leicester is 
written not only with knowledge but infectious 
enthusiasm, succeeding in bringing the topic to life. 
There is only scant reference to the twentieth century, 
which remains a subject for another book.

Jennifer Sandys

Other recent publications

Cartwright, T Bird's-eye wartime Leicester TCC
Publications 1998 095344970X 8p 

Courtney, P Archaeology of Leicester Marketplace 1998 
Leicester City Council 1901156606 
Green, M Leicester Coronation Day 1953 memories Stylus

Publications

TOWNS AND VILLAGES

NAPOLEONIC PRISONERS OF WAR IN ASHBY 
DE LA ZOUCH
Arthur Crane, Kenneth Hillier and David Johnson 
Ashbyde la Zouch Museum, 1999 095086496X £5.99

Ashby Museum are to be heartily congratulated upon 
this fascinating publication. Well written and 
thoroughly researched, the booklet includes not only a 
clear and detailed account of the parole system under 
which prisoners found their way to Ashby, but also of 
the historical background and social conditions 
prevailing in the town during the Napoleonic Wars. 
Chapel records, theatre bills and masonic documents 
are used to shed light on the social life enjoyed by the 
prisoners during their enforced stay. I enjoyed 
particularly the accounts of the careers of some of the 
leading Frenchmen and their families both before and 
after their time at Ashby, which have obviously been 
researched in depth in this country and in France. So 
thorough in fact was this research that there is even an 
account of the life of the Ashby wine merchant who 
assisted in a successful escape bid.

This booklet has been beautifully produced with 
numerous black and white illustrations and useful 
maps. I am disappointed only in one aspect: that there 
is no overall archival source list to complement the 
useful bibliography. Only a few illustrations bear 
references and whilst the facsimile of the register of
30 —————————————————————————————

prisoners and other documentary evidence contained in 
the appendices will be invaluable, it is a pity that their 
provenance is not clear. That complaint aside, I shall 
certainly be out to purchase this excellent booklet. It 
will be of great value not only to local and family 
historians but also to those with wider interests.

Jess Jenkins

AROUND COUNTESTHORPE (IMAGES OF 
ENGLAND SERIES)
Edited by Henrietta Schultka and Ann True 
Tempus 1999 0752415565 £9.99

This collection of more than two hundred old 
photographs gives a fascinating insight into everyday life 
in Countesthorpe and the surrounding villages, 
including Willoughby Waterleys, Peatling Magna, 
Foston, Kilby, Newton Harcourt and Wistow. There is 
a good selection of photographs of local individuals and 
families, of delightfully traffic-free streets, farming and 
other village occupations. Not surprisingly, the quality 
of the original photographs varies considerably, 
although the overall standard of reproduction is very 
good. There is a two-page introduction and brief 
captions describing each illustration. The survival of old 
photographs is presumably fairly haphazard, but the 
selection here is no worse than in many similar 
publications, although there are a lot of family 
photographs which are perhaps of rather limited 
interest. Nevertheless, this is a well-presented pictorial 
introduction to this area of the county, on which there 
is not a great deal of other material available.

John Hinks

GREAT GLEN: the story of a Leicestershire
village
Max Wade-Matthews
Heart of Albion Press 1998 1872883494 £4.95

Covering the history of Great Glen from the earliest 
times to the mid-twentieth century, this village history is 
for the most part arranged by theme, e.g land, and by 
specific topics within each theme. Whilst assisting the 
browser to alight on subjects of particular interest, this 
makes for a somewhat disjointed approach to 
chronology and concurrent events. It is, nevertheless, a 
mine of information on the village and whets the 
reader's appetite to know more about particular periods 
and incidents than the author outlines. It also raises 
questions which are not addressed. Was Alwin, who 
held only one carucate of land in 1086, a survivor of a 
pre-Conquest family of local landowners? His name 
does not have a Norman French ring to it. Was the 
reduction of the population in the fourteenth century 
due to more complex reasons than the possible 
introduction of sheep farming and the effect of the 
Black Death? Perhaps future historians of the village 
need to explore such causes as an expanding labour 
market in the growing city of Leicester or the
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consequences of the disastrous harvests and widespread 
outbreaks of sheep and cattle murrain in the years 
1315-1322, or the decline in the fertility of the land 
known from records in other parts of the country. The 
writers of history at every level must be aware of the 
dangers of generalisation.

The booklet is well illustrated with diagrams, although 
those for the common field lay-outs would have 
benefited from some modem feature within them for 
orientation purposes. The photographs are 
electronically produced and suffer from some lack of 
definition. There is no bibliography. These criticisms 
apart, this is a readable and informative history of Great 
Glen and must stimulate the reader to look more closely 
at every village for the signs of its past.

Jo Kennedy

THE LUTTERWORTH WORKHOUSE: a study 
by the Lutterworth Local History Group. 
Lutterworth Local History Group 1998 0953211606 [np]

This is a good example of how specific local research 
can be combined with an understanding of the broader 
historical context, to produce a study of value to readers 
well beyond the locality itself. It is based mainly on the 
records of the Town Master's Workhouse, the House of 
Industry and those of the Lutterworth Poor Law Union, 
which was established after the reform of the Poor Laws 
in 1834. The evidence is interpreted in the wider 
context of changes in attitudes and policies towards the 
relief of poverty from the later eighteenth century. Early 
sections deal with the first Lutterworth workhouse, in 
existence by 1721, and the insights offered into its 
lifestyle by an inventory of goods. Most of the booklet is 
concerned with the new workhouse, built in 1839 to 
accommodate up to two hundred inmates under the 
harsh regime imposed for able-bodied paupers under 
the 1834 Poor Law. However, its inmates also included 
significant numbers of children and elderly people 
unable to support themselves, and a detailed section on 
clothing and diet illuminates some of the conditions 
under which they too were accommodated.

A section on 'Getting out of the Lutterworth 
Workhouse' traces a fascinating if frustrating attempt to 
discover the fate of seventy-nine inmates between 1871- 
81, only fourteen of whom could be shown conclusively 
to have 'made it into the outside world'. The study 
concludes with some memories of the workhouse, 
including those of an evacuee who spent several months 
there during World War II. The small size of the print is 
hard on the eyes at times, and I found it difficult to 
decipher the map of the Guthlaxton Hundred — but 
overall the booklet is excellent value for money, and it is 
good to see this valuable research made available to a 
wider audience.

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

Ashby Woulds Local History Group The story of Bath
Yard Moira REplan. 1998 1900615037 

Bottesford CE Primary School 300years: a book of
memories

Brown, B Walton Wonderland the author 1998 
Collier, A and Thompson, J Clipston: a heritage

Troubador 1998 189929306X 154p £7.99 
Crofts, J and Moreton (eds) Enderby, Narborough and

LitdethorpeChalfoidl998 0752411713 
Hall, A (ed) Earl Shilton and Banaell as I remember it

LLJS 1998 0850224160 128p £9.99 
Hickman, T Melton Mowbray to Oakham Sutton 1997 I

0750920688 
Knight, D J Accounts of the Great Feoffment Charity of

Hinckley 1623-1759 Hinckley and District Museums
1998 

Joyce, S Barrow upon Soar in old postcards
Loughborough, reprint 1997 

Riddett, A A sketchbook of Great Bowden Troubador
1998 1899293418 

Russell, K (ed) Glenfield: life and times in pictures LLIS
1998 0850224195 

Smith, M Eight ounces of gold: the story ofBirstall
Birstall and District Local History Society 1997
0951360728 

Stevens, R and Vine, N (eds.) Fleckney "the land of
Robert Dispensator' the author 1998 

Stevenson, J Newtown Linford: old buildings and
occupants Kairos Press 1998 1871344190 156p £7.95

PEOPLE

NO MUD IN HIS EYE - Being a History of 
Thomas Barton AD 1400 and his Charity 
Alan F. Cook The Trustees of the Charity of 
Thomas Barton 1998 limited edition £7.50

This book is an extremely well-researched piece of 
work. It sets out the author's aims, research methods, 
sources and findings very clearly, and provides a great 
deal of background material, centred particularly on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The author examines 
the identity of Thomas Barton, the probable reasons for 
the setting up of his charity and the way in which he did 
it. The greater part of the book is taken up with 
appendices, setting out the author's research findings 
and the material on which he based his conclusions.

The appendices themselves make fascinating reading. 
Details such as the weather, the cost of a hundred 
horseshoes (3s.l03/4d.) and a matcher's daily wage 
(4i/4d.) provide the reader with an excellent insight into 
medieval life. It is clearly and informatively written and 
will appeal to anyone with an interest in charities and 
medieval life in general. Unfortunately the author was 
unable to establish exactly the identity of Thomas 
Barton - that remains shrouded in the mists of time.

Pat Grundy
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THE CHENEY FILE
A K Baker
Published by the author 1998 0958555400

This is basically a collection of documents relating to 
the Cheney family at Gaddesby in the 19th century 
together with an explanatory narrative. Although it is a 
very specialised publication (it is a limited edition of 
only twenty copies), this is a useful collection of 
documents for anyone interested in studying the history 
of this particular family or village. It is reasonably well 
presented and most of the documents, maps etc are 
quite clearly reproduced. The same cannot be said of 
the photographs which are rather dark photocopies.

John Hinks

A TRULY HONEST MAN: The Diary of Joseph 
Moxon of Market Bosworth, 1798 - 1799. 
Edited by Peter J. Foss and Timothy Parry 
The Moxon Family Trust 1998 0953250402

The basis of this book is two diaries, now lodged at the 
Record Office of Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, 
which were discovered during a house clearance in 
Leamington Spa in 1940. The diaries were written by 
Joseph Moxon, a High Constable of Leicestershire, 
living in Market Bosworth in the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries. The diaries tell of his life 
over two years and detail even the mundane happenings 
in his life. The book is split into three main sections, the 
first being a comprehensive introduction which 
describes Market Bosworth at this period and provides 
a background to the landed family in the town, the 
Dixies. This alone, with the disputes and court cases 
the Dixies found themselves embroiled in would make 
interesting reading, but with the diaries it all adds a 
remarkable insight into many aspects of daily life in the 
town. All this allows the reader to place the diaries in 
context and provides a greater understanding of the 
text. The second section is a transcription of the diaries 
themselves. The text includes well researched footnotes 
that can only aid the reader's understanding of the 
diaries. The final main section is a small number of 
short biographical 
details of some of the 
people Joseph Moxon 
mentions in the diaries. 
This book would 
appeal to those with an 
interest in social history 
as well as those with an 
interest in Market 
Bosworth and its 
history. It is a well- 
researched book which 
is fascinating to read.

Lois Edwards 
CHURCHES
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ALL SAINTS, ROTHERBY
ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, HOSE
[Raymond Taylor] Published by the Parishes

These two guides are good examples of the useful, 
though modest, publications produced by some 
churches of architectural interest. Both appear to have 
been very thoroughly researched and include clear 
church plans showing different periods of building. The 
well-written texts are complemented by a glossary of 
architectural terms. They are clearly printed in A4 
format and each has on its cover an old illustration of 
the church concerned. These two guides will be of 
interest not only to local villagers but also to those 
visiting these historic churches. This level of detailed 
information is not available elsewhere, so all credit to 
the author and the parishes concerned for producing 
these helpful booklets.

John Hinks

A CHURCH FOR BOSWORTH FIELD
Tim Parry
Published by the Author 1998 £4.00

This is a thorough and well-argued piece of research 
into the history of spiritual provision for the people of 
Dadlington. An agreement of 1283 had provided for a 
chantry, with a priest to say Mass three days a week. 
Even so, the impression gained is that Dadlington was 
always - in religious terms at least - rather out on a 
limb. This situation was to change however when the 
Battle of Bosworth was fought across the nearby 
'Redemore'.

Now Mr. Parry reveals his colours as an adherent of the 
Peter Foss 'camp' and he readily adopts the attempts by 
Henry VIII and the churchwardens of Dadlington to 
raise funds, 'for and towardis the bielding of a chapell of 
sainte James', as a chantry for the dead of the battle, as 
ammunition. Here Parry's account of the Dadlington 
chapel seems very slightly to lack the discrimination in 
use of sources and in coming to conclusions of the rest 
of his story. Can he really be so sure that 'bielding' does 
not 'refer to building anew in the modem sense'? Why 
should the dedication to St. James for another chapel be 
'unthinkable' where three neighbouring parishes had 
the same patron without any difficulty? Is the discovery 
of bones (admittedly in profusion) in a churchyard 
really proof of the interment of the dead of battle? The 
recent find of some of the slain at Towton was not in a 
churchyard and if our knowledge of medieval warfare 
suggests anything it is that burial pits were dug where 
the bodies fell. Determining the real 'Bosworth Field' is 
important and interesting (as are Parry's suggestions for 
its whereabouts) but perhaps four pages on the question 
is a little excessive.

The rest of the account, the effect of a private appeal for 
funds, the suppression of the chantry and the return to



barely adequate provision of a 'cure of souls' is 
thoroughly dealt with. Mr. Parry is at home too with the 
evidence offered by the fabric of the church, before and 
after Victorian restoration. This is a very worthy 
booklet, cheaply but attractively produced. It is well 
written and tolerably well illustrated, though the 
reproduction of photocopies is never ideal and one or 
two of the illustrations have only a slight relevance. It is 
refreshing to find such full footnotes and from them it is 
clear how exhaustive were the author's researches. If 
only every parish and chapelry could muster an 
historian willing to produce such a work.

Robin Jenkins

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH AND PARISH 
LOUGHBOROUGH, 1878-1997 
Derrick E. Hewitt All Saints' Church £2.50

This A4 typescript charts the history of the Holy Trinity 
Church from when it was built in 1878 to 1997 when it 
was closed, with the rearrangement of Emmanuel 
Parish in Loughborough. The book outlines the history 
of the church and includes detailed biographical 
accounts of all the incumbents. Clubs and societies 
associated with the church are also briefly described. It 
is written in a chatty, easy-to-read style, with special 
interest for devotees of church history and for local 
people.

GeoffWright

Other recent publications

All Saints' Church, Husband's Bosworth
Gregory, F and Willett, P Deacon's Dissenters raise the

cross Catamount Press 1998 0952671824 204p 
Hughes, J Launde Abbey: the story of the Abbey 
White, P Prestwold and its church David Dover 1998

HEALTH AND WELFARE

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 
Derek Seaton
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Guild of 
Disabled People 1998 0953248003 26p £6.99

Amongst the recent publications celebrating centenaries 
in the voluntary and charitable sector is this informative 
history of the first one hundred years of the Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland Guild of Disabled People. 
Established in 1898, the early work of the Leicester 
Guild of the Crippled, as the organisation was first 
known, established Leicester as a pioneering, 
progressive town at the forefront of providing support 
and services for many disabled people. Derek Seaton 
makes good use of the Guild's annual reports and other 
contemporary material to provide a highly readable 
account of the history of the Guild. As well as
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chronicling the Guild's activities, personalities and 
associated places, the author places the work of the 
Guild in the wider context not only within Leicester and 
Leicestershire but also nationally. The story of the 
Guild is also a revealing social commentary on the 
growth of care and compassion; how attitudes and ideas 
towards disability have changed, and the positive 
progress made over the last one hundred years.

Topics covered include the purpose-built Guild Hall in 
Coton Street. The social and welfare facilities which 
were provided are described in detail; including the 
Queen Alexandra Industrial Training Hall and 
workshops, and the establishment of the Guild's own 
orthopaedic clinic in 1930. Outings and holidays also 
formed an important part of the Guild's work, with the 
Guild's own holiday home being opened at Cropston in 
1925, with further holiday premises being built later in 
Norfolk. The provision of both individual and collective 
transport was an important part of the Guild's work to 
assist with mobility. Additional accommodation 
facilities developed by the Guild include the 
revolutionary housing and assessment scheme 
established in Pelharn Way in 1984, considered at the 
time unique in the country and which attracted national 
interest. In 1964 the now unacceptable word "cripple" 
was removed from the Guild's tide in line with changed 
thinking. In bringing the story up to the present day, the 
author has included the effects of the introduction of 
the welfare state and parliamentary legislation, as well 
as the Guild's work with statutory bodies. Both 
Leicester and Leicestershire developments are included.

A detailed index provides ready access to the names of 
many of the people who have been associated with the 
Guild. Well-known names include Dr Colahan, 
Honorary Neurologist of the Guild from 1927-1938, 
and Sir David Beatty, appointed Vice President in 
1919. Numerous archival photographs and other 
contemporary illustrations and maps also add to this 
publication's interest, helping make it a work which 
deserves a wide readership.

Joyce Lee

IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH: A history of 
Leicester's health and ill-health 1900-1950 
Clive Harrison
Living History Unit, Leicester City Council 1999 
190115680x£7.50 120pp

This is another quality publication from the Living 
History Unit. Looking at various aspects of health, 
disease and treatment in Leicester during the first half 
of the twentieth century up to the introduction of the 
National Health Service, it is a social rather than a 
medical history concentrating on personal and local 
memories of illness rather than specific developments in 
medicine.

The book is divided into two main sections: "the 
changing pattern of disease and illness" which looks at

33



Leicestershire Historian
the spread of disease in Leicester by age-group and 
through time; and "getting better and being cared for" 
which looks at health provision - doctors, chemists, 
hospitals and the workhouses. A final short section 
looks forward to a new future of statutory health care 
and a list of further reading is included. Appendices

consisting of graphs,charts and maps complete a 
thorough and comprehensive consideration of the 
subject.

The careful blend of facts with lively reminiscence from 
a wide range of age and experience creates a book which 
is readable and very informative, It is a case study for 
serious students of medical and social history, as well as 
appealing to local historians and, of course, the 
residents of Leicester who were the patients and the 
health workers concerned.

Helen Edwards

INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF
LEICESTER'S RAILWAYS
John Stretton
Irwell Press 1998 187160849X 60p £10.95

Leicester's place in railway history has long been 
secured by Thomas Cook's pioneering railway 
excursion from Leicester to Loughborough in 1841. 
Additional factors contributing to Leicester's claim as 
one of the great railway centres of the past include the 
association of George and Robert Stephenson with the 
Leicester to Swannington Line, of Leicester being the 
home of Clement Stretton, the eminent Victorian 
engineer and leading authority of his day on railway 
safety, and also of S.W.A. Newton, one of the 
outstanding railway photographers of a hundred years 
ago. It was Newton's recording which was, some sixty 
to seventy years later, to help inspire the photographers

whose work is featured amongst the pages of this new 
illustrated record of Leicester railways written by John 
Stretton, a distant relative of Clement Stretton.

The strength of this work lies in the excellent quality of 
the well-chosen photographs, enhanced by extremely 
informative and interesting captions. Concentrating on 
the period covering the late 1950s and the earlier part of 
the 1960s, the photographs notably feature the work of 
Horace Gamble, as well as Barry Hilton, Alec Swain, 
R.C. Riley, Alec Ford, the author and other enthusiasts, 
supplemented by a small number of older archival shots 
from the Leicestershire Museums Collection. The book 
is split into four sections (1) West Bridge to Glenfield 
Tunnel, (2) the Great Northern Railway, (3) the 
Midland Railway, and (4) the Great Central Railway, 
mirroring the distinct routes and ex-railway companies 
which were still in existence at the start of the 1960s. 
Each section is accompanied by a brief historical 
narrative overview, supplemented by anecdotal and 
other interesting comments from the author.

Illustrations of all seven of Leicester's stations and their 
environs - West Bridge, Belgrave Road, Humberstone, 
London Road, Humberstone Road, Central, and 
Belgrave and Birstall - are featured. There are some 
glorious shots of semaphore gantries amongst the 
collection, plus splendid views of the Midland yard 
from the Birdcage and much more, with a wide variety 
of location engine shots from powerful Garretts on the 
Midland line to the diminutive 2Fs on the Leicester and 
Swannington line. John Stretton's enthusiasm for his 
subject bubbles out infectiously from the pages; it is 
also a useful publication in that it brings together 
illustrations and information about the different lines 
and companies in one place. It is well worth obtaining a 
copy, literally to breath in the smoke and re-live the 
atmosphere of Leicester's railways some thirty to forty 
years ago.

Joyce Lee

LEICESTERSHIRE STATIONS: AN
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
Andrew Moore
Laurel House Publishing 1998 0953362809 200p £12.95

It's now hard to believe that just before the First World 
War there were over a hundred railway stations in 
Leicestershire. Andrew Moore's very comprehensive 
book relates each of them to the companies and lines of 
which they were part, showing how the network 
developed and subsequently withered. For each station 
there is information on location, design, materials used, 
their histories and ultimate fate, and on accommodation 
for the station master and his staff, as well as 
photographs of virtually all of them. The book has an 
appendix giving statistics, from station traffic returns, of 
numbers of passengers, season tickets and passenger 
receipts.
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The publishers claim that this book will be of interest to 
students of railway and local history and of industrial 
archaeology as well as modellers. The author in his 
preface makes clear that he is also aiming at people who 
have actually used the stations as well as students of 
village and social history. He clearly sees the railway 
station as an integral part of the community it serves 
and there is some fascinating anecdotal detail. For 
instance, we learn that 'specials' that were run for the 
Hamilton bottle kicking on Easter Mondays had to be 
cancelled in the 1920s because of hooliganism, and that 
the religious convictions of the good citizens of 
Thurnby and Scaptoft were so strong that after their 
station's opening they appealed (unsuccessfully!) for 
Sunday services to be withdrawn. A full bibliography 
completes this book which is attractively produced in 
large paperback format.

Colin Jones

A HISTORY OF FRAMEWORK KNITTERS IN 
LOUGHBOROUGH AND SHEPSHED 
(SHEEPSHED) EM 1845 
Compiled by Malcolm Hornsby 
Loughborough, Reprint 1998

This book is actually an extract from the Report of the 
Commissioner Appointed to Inquire into the Condition of the 
Framework Knitters with Appendices 1845. The 
statements are taken directly from the Commissioner's 
Report without explanations or discussion. The 
statements speak for themselves as an indictment of 
conditions in the hosiery industry in the mid-nineteenth 
century. The fact that these are contemporary accounts 
by real people gives them a strong impact and provides 
a fascinating insight into the lives of these people.

The author has chosen to select extracts by people from 
Loughborough and Shepshed, although in the 
Shepshed section there are testimonies from people of 
Whitwick, Kegworth, Belton and other surrounding 
villages. The book does provide a useful source of 
information for people who are interested in the history 
of framework kintting and social history in general, 
particularly people who may otherwise be unaware of 
the existence of the Commissioner's Report itself. 
Although these statements do speak for themselves, 
some general background on framework knitting in the 
Loughborough and Shepshed area would have provided 
a useful introduction for readers who are new to the 
subject and for whom this book appears to be intended. 
There are in fact two versions of this book - one is in 
hard-back, A4 size, and containing about thirty 
statements in each section; the other is smaller A5 size, 
paper-back and containing just three statements from 
Shepshed men and three from Loughborough men. 
This is probably ideal as a taster but would also benefit 
from a little background information.

Pat Grundy

Leicestershire Historian
INDUSTRY, LIBERTY AND A VISION: 
Wordsworth Donisthorpe's Kinesigraph 
Stephen Herbert 
The Projection Box 1998 0952394138 lOOp £10.95

Tweeds are certainly enjoying a revival. It now seems 
likely that Mallory (and Irvine) in tweeds were the first 
up Everest and, as the Norfolk-suited figure on the 
cover of this delightful book suggests, it was 
Wordsworth Donisthorpe (in tweeds) who pioneered 
moving pictures. Stephen Herbert's monograph, one of 
a series on the early days of the cinema, is sub-tided 
'Wordsworth Donisthorpe's Kinesigraph' but it deals 
with much more than the creation of the Kinesigraph - 
a successful moving picture camera - and the ultimate 
failure to perfect a projector. The book is an easy and 
intriguing read. Its author tells his story well, hopping 
from topic to topic, so that the reader's interest never 
wanes and technical explanations do not have the 
chance to deter.

We are carried through Donisthorpe's life, with 
numerous brief halts to consider his family history (and 
its origins in Donisthorpe, Leicestershire), his sporting 
triumphs (chess and billiards) and political beliefs (an 
amalgam of anarchist, Gladstonian Liberal and social 
engineer it seems). We learn too of Donisthorpe's 
collaborator and cousin, William Carr Crofts, as well as 
the work of other pioneers of the cinema; Le Prince, 
Friese Green and Edison. Herbert's book is attractively 
produced and well illustrated. It is generally well and 
imaginatively set out and even includes a hint of what 
Donisthorpe and Carr intended. The ten surviving 
frames of their 1890 'film' of Trafalgar Square are so 
arranged (on pages 57 to 75) that by gently flipping the 
leaves of the book, the horse-buses and cabs seem, once 
again, to move across the front of the National Gallery.

Robin Jenkins

Other recent publications

Dark, M Normanton on Soar ferry David Dover 1997 
Greenwood, M Glory days: Midland Red lan Alien 

1998 0711025894 95p £14.99

of boofcs fo
M this 

be, £e*it to the>
editor.
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Supplementary list o£ articles on Leicestershire histoj
periodicals __ _ ^jjijijjiji

This extends and updates the list in Leicestershire Historian, vol 
3, no 9, 1991. The following abbreviations have been used:

A
AgH
AH
Ar
BBSIJ
BLH

BQ
CA
CaA
CC
CL
CTAB
EMA
EMG
EMH
GH
GM
H

HE
HESB
HH
HP
IAR
IRSH
JRAS
JSAHR

JTH 
JURCHS

L
LH
LHy
LPS
MeH
MH
MJ
MoT
MT
NC
PH
PP
R
RCHSJ
RH
RW
SCH
SSHMB

SSLHB
TE
TeH
TN
TRHS

Apollo
Agricultural History
Architectural History
Architect
Brios/z Boot & Sftoe Industry Journal
Bulletin of Local History.
East Midland Region
Baptist Quarterly
Current Archaeology
Catholic Archives
Continuity and Change
Country Life
Cinema Theatre Association Bulletin
£ost Midlands Archaeology
.East Midland Geographer
Isasr Midland Historian
Garden History
Genealogists 'Magazine
Heritage (Journal of the E.M. Branch of
the Wesley Historical Society)
History of Education
History of Education Society Bulletin
Horse and Hound
History of Psychiatry
Industrial Archaeology Review
International Review of Social History
Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society
Journal of the Society for Army Historical
Research
Journal of Transport History
Journal of the United Reform Church
History Society
The Library
Local Historian
Local History
Local Population Studies
Medical History
Midland History
Monumental Journal
Modem Transport
Musical Times
Numismatic Chronicle and Journal
Pharmaceutical Historian
Port and Present

Railway & Canal Historical Society Journal
Recusant History
Railway World
Srwrftej in C«wrc« Hisrory
Society for the Social History of Medicine
Bulletin
Society for the Study of Labour History Bulletin
This England
Textile History
Theatre Notebook
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society

1950
Jack Gilbey, The landscapes of John Ferneley', A, Dec 1950, 
pp. 179-80.
1951
W. G. Hoskins, 'The Leicestershire farmer in the 17th
century', AgH, vol. 25, 1951, pp. 9-20.
1953
C.R. Clinker, 'The Leicester and Swannington Railway', RW,
vol. 14, 1953, pp. 80-84.
1954
J. Brandon-Jones, 'Sir John Moore's school at Appleby, or
when is a Wren building not a Wren building*, Ar, 11 Feb
1954, pp. 177-8.
Frederick Burgess, 'Swithland slate carvers', MJ, Nov - Dec
1954.
Charles Hadfield & C. R. Clinker, 'The Ashby Canal', MoT,
7Augl954,p. 5
Gladys H. Wedlock, 'Loughborough: an outline urban
survey5, EMG, vol. i, no. 1, 1954, pp. 12-19.
7955
Frederick Burgess, 'Swithland slate carvers' (cont.), MJ, Jan -
May, Sept - Dec 1955.
1555
Frederick Burgess, 'Swithland slate carvers' (cont), MJ, Jan -
July, Oct, Dec 1956.
R. M. 11. Dolley, 'A provisional note on the origins of the
Leicester mint', NC, 1956, pp. 287-91.
1957
Frederick Burgess, 'Swithland slate carvers' (cont.). MJ, Mar -
June, Aug - Sept 1957.
E. L. G. Stones, 'The Folvilles of Ashby Folville, and their
associates in crimes, 1326-1347', TRHS, 5th ser., vol. 7,
1957, pp. 117-36.
1958
T. J. Chandler, 'The canals of Leicestershire: their
development and trade', EMG, vol. 2, no. 10, 1958, pp.
27-40.
1959
Robert Abbott, 'The building of the Great Central Railway",
JTH, vol. 4, no 2, 1959, pp. 81-4.
Harold Pollins, The last main railway line to London', JTH,
vol. 4, no. 2, 1959, pp. 85-95. [Great Central Railway]
1960
Stella Walker, 'A sporting artist from the Shires - John
Ferneley, 1782-1860', R, Dec 1960, pp. 440-41.
1963 R.C. Riley, The Leicester West Bridge branch', RW, 
vol. 24, 1963, pp. 402-8.
Albert II. Smith, 'John Nichols, printer and publisher1 , L, 5th 
ser., vol. 18, no. 3, 1963, pp. 169-90.
1964
Dorothy Horton, 'The Hortons of Leicestershire', GM, vol.
14, Mar 1964, pp. 295-300.
1965
M. A. Mck Annand, 'Sir William Skeffington, Bart, as
Colonel of the Leicestershire Yeomanry, c.1794', JSAHR, vol.
43, 1965, pp 27-9.
Mark Girouard, 'Ambrose Phillips of Garendon', AH, vol. 8,
1965, pp. 25-31.
Arnold Granger, 'A history of the boot and shoe industry in
Leicester', BBSIJ, Mar 1965, pp. 466-88.
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1966
P. R. Mounfield, 'The footwear industry of the East 
Midlands: (IV) Leicestershire to 1911', EMG, vol. 4, pt. 1, 
1966, pp. 8-23.
1972
Philip A. Stevens, 'What happened in the tunnel? A study in 
railway mythology', RCHSJ, vol. 18, pt. 1,1972, pp. 10-13. 
[Glenfield tunnel]
1973
R. J. Rice, 'Water-management problems in the growth of
Leicester', EMG, vol. 5, pt. 8, 1973, pp. 387-99.
1974
G. G. Astill, 'An early inventory of a Leicestershire knight',
MH, vol. 2, no. 4, 1974, pp. 274-83. [Sir Edmund Appleby of
Appleby Magna]
A. Betteridge, 'Early Baptists in Leicestershire and Rutland',
BQ, vol. 25, pts. 5-6, 1974, pp. 204-21 & 272-85; vol. 25, pt.
8,1974, pp. 354-78.
1975
S. de Lisle, 'Robert Bakewell', JRAS, vol 136, 1975, pp.
56-62.
Helen Harris, 'Pioneer of Britain's livestock, Robert Bakewell,
1725-1795', CL, 26 June, 1975, pp. 1709-10.
1976
M. Palmer & D. Palmer, 'Moira Furnace', JAR, vol. 1, no. 1,
1976, pp. 63-9.
A. J. Strachan & I. R. Bowler, "The development of public
parks and gardens in the City of Leicester', EMG, vol. 6, pt.
6, 1976, pp. 275-83.
1977
Bernard Elliott, 'School board elections in Loughborough in
the 1870s', HESB,no. 19, 1977, pp. 45-9.
C. P. Griffin, 'The historical background to the establishment
of the Moira Furnace: a re- interpretation', JAR, vol. 2, no. 1,
1977, pp. 85-8.
C. P. Griffin, 'The Leicestershire miners and the mining
dispute of 1926', IRSH, vol. 22, no. 3, 1977, pp. 299-312.
C. P. Griffin, Three generations of miners' housing at Moira,
1811-1934'JAR, vol. 1, no. 3,1977, pp. 276-82.
P. Nelson, 'Leicester suburban school boards', HE, vol. 6, no.
1,1977, pp. 53-63.
1978
J. Burnby, 'Education of a provincial apothecary', PH, vol. 8,
no. 2, 1978, pp. 5-6. [Richard Poultney of Leicester]
C. Hillam, 'James Blair 1747-1817: provincial dentist', MeH,
vol. 22, no. 1, 1978, pp. 44-70. [James Blair of Leicester]
S. A. Royle, The development of Coalville in the 19th
century', EMG, vol. 7, no. 1, 1978, pp. 32-42.
1979
M. Hughes, The establishment of the Loughborough Adult
School 1896', HESB, no. 24, 1979, pp. 38-46.
Edward Saunders, 'A Midlands architect rediscovered.
William Henderson [of Loughborough] (c. 1737-1824)', CL, 10
May 1979, pp. 1454-6.
D. M. Thompson, 'Church extension in town and countryside
in late 19th century Leicestershire', SCH, vol. 16,1979, pp.
427-40.
David Turnock, Tracking down industry's transport.
Features of the Leicestershire landscape', CL, 16 Aug 1979,
pp. 470-71. [Ashby and Chamwood Forest Canals and their
railways]
1980
Bernard Elliott, 'The development of elementary education in
Loughborough',HESB, no. 25, 1980, pp. 13-17.
S. M. Fraser, "Leicester and smallpox: the Leicester method',
MeH, vol. 24, 1980, p. 329.

1981
Martin Medforth, 'The Valentines of Leicester. A reappraisal
of an 18th century musical family', MT, Dec 1981, pp.
812-18.
1982
Bernard Elliott, The return of the Cistercians to the
Midlands', RH, vol. 16, no. 1, 1982, pp. 99-104.
S. M. Fraser. 'Dr William Johnston (1846-1900) of Leicester:
an unknown Victorian general practitioner', SSHMB, no.
30/31, 1982, pp. 16-18.
J. Gough, Two Leicestershire junctions', RCHSJ, vol. 27, no.
4, 1982, pp. 55-65. [Sysonbyjct and Humberstone Road Jet]
J. Mellor, 'Leicester', CA, no. 81, 1982, pp. 314-17. [Norfolk
Street Roman villa]
C. H. Morris, "Bishop Street, Leicester: methodism in Leicester
1851-1944', H, vol. l,no. 6,1982, pp. 19-26.
1983
C. Charlton The fight against vaccination: the Leicester
demonstration of 1885', LPS, no. 30, Spring 1983, pp. 60-66.
C. H. Morris, 'Church growth and decline: Bishop Street
Circuit, Leicester, 1851-1944', H, vol. 1, no. 7, 1983, pp.
19-30.
S. Y. Richardson, 'John Skevington: primitive methodist
preacher, leader of Chartism in Loughborough', H, vol. 1, no.
7, 1983, pp. 3-18.
1984
J. Crump, 'Patronage, pleasure and profit: a study of the
Theatre Royal, Leicester, 1847-1900', TN, vol. 38, no. 2,
1984, pp. 77-88.
Bernard Elliott, 'A Leicestershire recusant family: the Nevills
of Nevill Holt' (1), RH, vol. 17, pt. 2, 1984, pp. 173-80.
J. Gough, 'An unused railway: Hinckley to Stoke Golding*,
RCHSJ, vol. 28, 1984, pp. 14-19.
A. Little, Thomas Winters: Chartist and trade unionist',
SSLHB, no. 49, 1984, p. 23.
S. Y. Richardson, 'Methodism in Leicester, city and county:
being a provisional bibliography .. .' H, vol. 1, no. 10,1984,
pp. 1-8.
1985
Bernard Elliott, 'A Leicestershire recusant family: the Nevills 
of Nevill Holt" (2), RH, vol. 17, pt. 4, 1985, pp. 374-85. 
J. E. Mellor, 'Roman Leicester: new light on old problems', 
EMA, vol. 1, 1985, pp. 29-33.
1986
D. Cornick, 'William Baines in Leicester gaol: a note',
JURCHS,vol. 3, 1986,pp. 338-41.
Bernard Elliott, 'A Leicestershire recusant family: the Nevills
of Nevill Holt' (3), RH, vol. 18, pt. 2, 1986, pp. 220-24.
Richard Leacroft, 'The Theatre Royal, Leicester', TN, vol.
40, no. 3, 1986, pp. 100-101.
A. Squires & W. Humphrey, The medieval parks of
Charnwood Forest', 1 Hy, vol. 11, 1986, pp. 12-16.
1987
J. Allsopp, 'The Effects of contrasting patterns of land
ownership in Sileby and Wanlip, 1830-1860'. BLH, no. 22,
1987, pp. 1-15.
D. Crouch, The foundation of Leicester and other problems',
MH,vol. 12, 1987, pp. 1-13.
Bernard Elliott, The diaries of Laura de Lisle', CaA, vol. 7,
1987, pp. 39-42.
Bernard Elliott, 'A unique local official: the bridgemaster of
Loughborough', LHy, vol. 14, 1987, pp. 22-3.
C. P. Griffin, 'Conciliation in the coal mining industry before
1914: the experience of the Leicestershire coalfield', MH, vol.
12, 1987, pp. 67-84.
B. Lancaster, Towards the socialist commonwealth?
Co-operation in Leicester in the late 19th century1, MH, vol.
12, 1987, pp. 48-66.
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A medieval font for your computer
•ith the advent of printing at the end 
of the fifteenth century the skills of 

those who at one time wrote books by 
hand turned to the teaching of writing. 
Every writing master would own a 
collection of exemplars for teaching 
purposes. A New Booke of Copies is one 
such collection collated and published by 
Thomas Vautroullier in 1574 of which 
one copy, that in the Bodlian Library, 
survives.

The producers of this new computer 
package have used these original designs 
to provide the fonts which can be used on 
computer (PC or Mac) and examples are 
shown around the edge of this text. 
The packaging alone makes this piece of 

software a delight to possess, and it does

i 

I

I

now enable one to reproduce medieval 
handwriting on computer.

Since receiving my review copy I 
understand that new fonts have been 
added including the Bastard Secretary 
hand, the Secretary hand, the Italic hand, 
the Chancery hand and the hand of the 
Court of the Common Pleas. The manual 
has been updated accordingly. The whole 
package now costs £65.

For further details contact Cra2y 
Diamond Design, 5 Viceroy Court, 
Wilmslow Road, Didsbury, Manchester. 
M20 2RJ, or email cdd@pavilion.co.uk. 
Their web page is:

www.crazydiamond.co.uk

Alan McWhirr

continued from page 37
1989
Charles Lane, 'Telling the tale of a golden age', HH, 5 Oct
1989, pp. 42-3. [John Femeley and Henry Alken]
George Revill, 'Coalmining and the picturesque: landscaping
the Coleorton estate, Leicestershire, 1800-1820', EMG, vol.
12,pts 1-2, 1989, pp. 14-25.
1990
Barry Haynes, 'Aspects of working class life in Leicester
c. 1845-80', BLH, no. 24/5, 1989/90, pp. 5-24.
1991
David S. Nash, 'F.J.Gould and the Leicester Secular Society',
MH,vol. 16, 1991, pp. 126-40.
Stephen J. Page, The mobility of the poor: a case study of
Edwardian Leicester', LH, vol. 21, no. 3, 1991, pp. 109-19.
Catherine F. Patterson, 'Leicester and Lord Huntingdon:
urban patronage in early modern England [1604-1609]', MH,
vol. 16, 1991, pp. 45-62.
1992
W. J. Harris, 'English county regiments - the Royal
Leicestershire Regiment', TE, Spring 1992, pp. 52-4.
Carl Jennings, 'Oh . .. those Leicester memories!', CTAB,
Sept/Oct 1992, pp. 9-12. [Leicester cinemas]
David Postles, 'Demographic change in Kibworth Harcourt,
Leicestershire, in the later middle ages', LPS, no. 48, Spring
1992, pp. 41-8.
David Postles, 'The pattern of rural migration in a Midlands
county: Leicestershire, c. 1270-1350', CC, vol. 7, pt. 2, 1992,
pp. 139-61.
David Williams & Brian Hornsey, 'Leicester's cinema
heritage', CTAB, July/Aug 1992, pp. 6-8.
David L. Wykes, The origins and development of the
Leicestershire hosiery trade', TeH, no. 23, Spring 1992, pp. 23-54.

1993
Robert Hartley, 'Coleorton: medieval coalmines', CA, no.
134, 1993, pp. 76-7.1994
A. Anderson, 'Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton 1
Hall', GH, vol. 22, 1994, pp. 206-17.
Anne Tarver, 'Barrow upon Soar: some aspects of the social
and economic structure of a late 16th century village', EMH,
vol. 4, 1994, pp. 20-27.
James Yorke, 'Belvoir Castle Leicestershire', CL, 23 June
1994, 8X-93; 30 June 1994, pp. 62-5.
1995
Richard Cust, 'Honour and politics hi Early Stuart England:
the case of Beaumont v Hastings', PP, no. 149, 1995, pp.
57-94. [Sir Thomas Beaumont of Stoughton and Sir Henry
Hastings of Braunstone]
1996
W. Gibson, 'Pierce the dim clouds: the correspondence of 
Francis Turville [of Husbands Bosworth] with his chaplain, 
Thomas Potts, 1785-1789" RI-I, vol. 23, 1996, pp. 166-77.
1997
P. K. Carpenter, The pauper insane of Leicester in 1844',
HP, vol. 8, pt. 4, 1997, pp. 517-37.
Penelope Lane, 'Work on the margins: poor women and the
informal economy of 18th and early 19th century
Leicestershire', MH, vol. 22,1997, pp. 85-99.
G.T. Rimmington, The development of senior elementary
schools in Leicester before 1944', HESB, no. 60,1997, pp. 24-32.
1998
G. T. Rimmington, 'Bishop W.C. Magee and die town of 
Leicester, 1868-1891', MH, vol 23, 1998, pp. 121-35. 
Joseph Seliga, 'A neighbourhood transformed: the effect of 
Indian migration on the Belgrave area of Leicester, 
1965-1995', LH, vol 28, no 4, 1998, pp. 225-41.
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Where is it?
If you have any photographs which you are unable to identify let 
us try to help. Send a copy (not the original) to the Editor and, if 
suitable, we will publish them in the next Leicestershire Historian.

Can anybody identify the public house illustrated below? The 
picture was taken by a commercial firm by the name of FW 
Broadhead, 55 Welford Road, Leicester.

In last year's edition of the 
Leicestershire Historian we included 
a picture (right) sent to us by Pam 
Baker-Clare. The location has been 
identified by Miss J. Honisett of the 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves 
Local History Group, as Windmill 
Hill, Woodhouse Eaves.
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