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Editorial
Welcome to the Leicestershire Historian - a new look and a new team in place putting 
together what we hope is a fresh view of local history in Leicestershire and Rutland with 
a mixture of articles, short features and book reviews. You will find some of our regular 
contributors happily are still with us, Gerald Rimmington has written an interesting article 
on the Church Congress held in Leicester in 1S5O; Ron Greenall has given us his views on 
why James Hawker, poacher and social commentator, was moved to write his memoirs at 
the turn of the century; and, Nevil Harvey Williams has contributed an explanation of dual- 
dated gravestones.

We also have some new names to local history - Neil Crutchley, better known as a music 
commentator and the Leicester Mercury's classical music columnist, has written a piece 
on William Gardinen and, Joan and Peter Shaw, of fturton-on-the-Wolds, have compiled a 
fascinating account of the double-life(?) of a famous Leveller leader. Was he bom in burton? 
Will we ever know the full truth? - Joan and Peter are itching to find out.

Joyce Lee, writer of several local history books, has collected together curious facts and 
memorials concerning all things equine; and has kindly allowed us to use a number of 
questions from A Leicestershire and Rutland Quiz &ook, written with Jon Dean.

John Hinks has taken on the task of Reviews Editor and has done a splendid job of gathering 
a wide range of opinions on the published output of Leicestershire historians. My thanks, 
and John's, go to all those who wrote reviews for us.

My especial thanks go to Alan McWhirr, who has not only worked extremely hard in creating 
the new look Historian; he has also written an interesting article on some strange and 
informative tombstones; produced our eye-catching coven and guided me through my first 
venture in editorship.

We are always grateful for contributions for future issues of the Leicestershire Historian 
- please send them to the Editor.

Helen Edwards

Editor: Helen Edwards. All contributions should be sent to the Editor, 
75 Westfield Road, Leicester, LE3 6HU.

Published by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
The Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, Leicester, LE1 5FQ.

Copyright © The Society and the individual authors. 1998. 
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"W" eicester is not so rich in distinguished sons that it 
I should forget the name of William Gardiner, the 

A—/modest and perceptive hosiery manufacturer 
described by Professor Jack Simmons as 'A figure of 
real interest in the history of the English provinces'. 
Widely credited to be the first Englishman to recognise 
the genius of Ludwig Van Beethoven, he took part in 
the first ever performance in England of a work by the 
composer. This, incredible though it seems, was in 
Leicester.

Gardiner had a good head for business but an even 
better one for music. He was a passionate music 
lover and no mean performer. As early as 1791 
at the age of twenty-one he spent a week in 
London where he played his violin in 
several performances at the Grand 
Music Meeting held in Westminster 
Abbey and at one concert, to his 
delight, he spotted Haydn through 
a telescope placed near the 
kettledrums. Later that week he 
managed to fit in a performance 
of Mozart's newly written opera 
Don Giovanni. He also on the 
same visit to London, attended 
Warren Hastings' trial and 
described the Governor of India 
as "The most splendid delinquent 
I ever saw". As an instrumentalist 
he played at many of the big 
musical events held around the 
country. He knew several of the 
leading musicians of the day and 
attended as many concerts as time and 
commerce would allow.

William Gardiner was born on 15 March 
1770 and grew up in the centre of Leicester. The family 
home was in High Street. Having spent four years at the 
terrifying Mrs. Loseby's dame school nearby, he went 
on to Henry Carrick's school, then described as 'the 
sole instructor of young Leicester'. As a boy he was 
friendly with Daniel Lambert who was to become the 
town jailer and won the dubious distinction of being the 
fattest man in England; although as a boy Gardiner 
recalls that Lambert was of normal size and frequently 
carried him on his back. His father, Thomas Gardiner 
was choirmaster at the Great Meeting in Bond Street - 
the leading dissenting chapel in the town at that time. 
He was also interested in the wider aspects of music in 
Leicester and took young William to the celebrated 
Grand Music Meeting in aid of the Royal Infirmary in 
1774. It was here that William had his first taste of large 
scale music making. The Earl of Sandwich played the 
kettledrums and Giardini the violin. William Boyce 
wrote a special piece (Ode to Charity) and two works by 
the great Handel were performed. Soon after this event, 
William was singing solos at the Great Meeting 
(standing on a chair in order to be seen) accompanied 
by his father.

From his father William not only inherited a 
prosperous business, he also continued Thomas's love 
of music and his liberal and cultured attitude to life. 
This was a time of enlightenment and someone of 
Gardiner's means and outlook was able to absorb a vast 
amount of culture. He played both the violin and viola, 
was an avid reader and an enthusiastic writer as is 
proved by his highly entertaining, scarce and sought- 
after three volume set of memoirs Music and Friends. He 
was a founder-member of the Leicester Literary and 
Philosophical Society. He travelled widely, had a lively 

interest in politics and a strong love of literature and 
the theatre. He appreciated the visual arts and 

had many cultured, aristocratic and artistic 
friends who frequently sought his 

company. He was considered to be a 
lively, stimulating and well-informed 

companion.
Even these desirable 

characteristics, impressive though 
they are, do not really account for 
William Gardiner's quite 
exceptional musical sensitivity 
and judgement. For an amateur 
musician from a small provincial 
town in the English Midlands to 
recognise the genius of Beethoven 
at a time when many of the 

composer's own country-men still 
thought him insane is truly remark 

able. What is even more remarkable 
is Gardiner's absolute confidence in 

his own judgement.
In 1793, after playing through 

Beethoven's String Trio in E flat, Gardiner 
(who was born in the same year as Beethoven) 

wrote, 'This music, so different from anything I had 
ever heard, awakened in me a new sense, a new delight 
in the science of sound. It was a language that so 
powerfully excited my imagination that all other music 
appeared tame and spiritless'.

What extraordinary perception! Gardiner was 
obviously a man of considerable discernment and 
foresight. He goes on to say, 'When I went to town I 
enquired for the works of this composer but could learn 
nothing more than that he was considered a madman 
and his music was like himself. Not easily discouraged, 
he continued to search for other compositions but had 
no immediate success. This was probably due to the 
fact that Beethoven had only just begun to succeed in 
getting his music published.

Gardiner ran his inherited business well and 
occasionally made use of it in connection with his 
musical activities which seemed to occupy much of his 
time. He was a good singer as well as a fine violin 
player. He was also a composer of short anthems and 
glees and an avid arranger of other people's music. 
These arrangements were mostly from the great 
composers and were gathered together into volumes
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known as Gardiner's Sacred Melodies: From Haydn, 
Mozart and Beethoven adapted to the best English poets and 
appropriated to the use of the British Church by William 
Gardiner. Obviously there was no worry about 
copyright in those days. What the composers would 
have made of their melodies being used for hymn and 
psalm tunes is anyone's guess. However, at least one of 
these tunes is still regularly used in churches today 
(Fulda; usually sung to the words 'We Have a Gospel 
to Proclaim').

Gardiner had a strong reverence for the music of 
Handel and Haydn, who were the most popular 
composers in England at that time. His devotion to 
Haydn is illustrated in a touching and highly 
characteristic gesture made in 1804 when he sent the 
composer six pairs of stockings with an accompanying 
letter which includes the paragraph, 'For all the many 
hours of delight your musical compositions have 
afforded me, I am emboldened (although a stranger) to 
beg your acceptance of the enclosed small present, 
wrought in my factory in Leicester. It is no more than 
six pairs of cotton stockings in which is worked the 
immortal air God preserve the Emperor Francis with a few 
other quotations from your great and original 
compositions. Let not the sense I have of your genius be 
measured by the insignificance of the gift; but please to 
consider it as a mark of the great esteem I bear to him 
who has imparted so much pleasure and delight to the 
musical world'.

The extraordinary story of how Gardiner came across 
Beethoven's music in Leicester is as follows. Through a 
meeting with the Honourable Mrs. Bowater, daughter 
of the Earl of Feversham, who had returned to her 
estate at Old Dalby after many years in Germany, 
Gardiner met the Abbe Dobler. He had been sent by 
the Elector of Bonn to accompany Mrs. Bowater to 
Hamburg. Due to the progress of the French 
Revolutionary armies, he could not return to Bonn. His 
property was seized and he was left with no choice but 
to proceed to England with Mrs. Bowater.

While the neglected estate at Old Dalby was 
undergoing repairs, the Abbe and Mrs. Bowater stayed 
in Leicester where they met Gardiner who writes, 'Mrs. 
Bowater having lived much in Germany, had acquired a 
fine taste in music and as the Abbe was a fine performer 
on the violin, music was essential to fill this irksome 
period. My company was sought and that of two of my 
friends to make up an instrumental quartet'.

The music they played consisted of quartets by 
Boccherini, Haydn and Wranisky, but the Abbe, who 
never travelled without his violin had, by chance put 
into its case a newly composed trio by the twenty-three 
year old Beethoven which, thus in the year 1793, found 
its way to Leicester.

Gardiner was bowled over by the originality of 
Beethoven's trio and set about trying to find more of his 
music. The results, as we have seen, were 
disappointing. Fortunately, Gardiner had a friend in 
Hamburg who did oblige by sending some of 
Beethoven's later works. From his first acquaintance 
with this music, he worked ceaselessly to promote it, 
sometimes against considerable opposition.

He corresponded with the composer and even sent 
him some of his own pieces. He told Beethoven that his

music had given him, in its originality and beauty 
'inexpressible delight1 . He even invited the composer to 
write an overture to one of his own compositions and 
offering one hundred guineas (a very considerable sum) 
as payment. Unfortunately no reply was received, 
probably due to the letter being lost.

He never tired of performing and promoting 
Beethoven's music. Looking back many years later he 
writes in his memoirs Music and Friends, 'In 1793 I first 
became acquainted with the music of Beethoven and 
ventured to express a very different opinion of its merit 
to that generally entertained at the time which was that 
it was the result of a distracted mind. I ventured to 
predict that it would extend the art in a way never 
contemplated by Haydn or Mozart'.

How right he was. As he comments 'So slow were his 
own countrymen to apprehend the sublimities that lay 
hid in his compositions, that it was not until twenty 
years after his death that a statue was erected to his 
memory at his birthplace, Bonn, on the Rhine. I was 
present at the unveiling of this statue on August 12, 
1848'.

At this event Gardiner was brought out of the crowd 
to sign the attestation document as 'the man who 
introduced Beethoven's music to England'. So along 
with Queen Victoria and the King of Prussia, William 
Gardiner of Leicester signed. In Gardiner's own words 
'It was an honour I could never have expected and the 
greatest I ever received in my life'.

So in old age Gardiner received a well deserved if 
unexpected reward for all his years of loyalty and 
conviction to the music of Beethoven. It must have 
been gratifying for him to find that by the end of his life, 
Beethoven was regarded as one of the greatest of all 
composers and his own original assessment of the 
music's worth had become universally accepted.

Gardiner died at his sister Sophia's home in High 
Street on 16 November 1853. He was eighty- three 
years old and remained 'clear and bright to the end'. He 
could, as an old man, look back over a long and 
fulfilling life - lived with a certain amount of style 
coupled with an unfailing courtesy and consideration 
for others. He never married and must have been one of 
the town's most eligible bachelors. His own house was 
in the new and fashionable Regent Road, although in 
later life he spent a lot of time with Sophia. His passing 
was widely mourned and it was felt at the time that with 
his death there also passed a part of Leicester's history.

Beethoven was twenty years dead before his home 
town honoured him with a permanent memorial. 
Almost a hundred and fifty years after his death William 
Gardiner is still waiting.
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under the old-style calendar
N. . T. Homey Williams

Many examples can be seen in graveyards 
where the date of death on the headstone is 
written as a double date, such as 1742-3. 

There are numerous variations on the way in which the 
date is shown and, because of the religious basis for the 
reform of the calendar in medieval times, some 
intriguing aberrations occur. A brief explanation of the 
origins of our present calendar is necessary in order to 
appreciate the reasons for adopting this style 
of dating.

The calendar we use now derives mainly 
from the Roman and Egyptian calendars, to 
which Julius Caesar made a number of 
reforms in the mid 1st century BC. He assumed that 
the year was 365 and a quarter days long, and 
compensated for the fraction by adding an extra 'leap' 
day every four years, on 29th February. In fact, this 
correction was marginally too long, although for 
practical purposes the error was hardly significant, 
amounting to about 3 days every 400 years.

The life of early man revolved around the seasons 
which regulated the cycles of farming and husbandry 
that dominated his existence. The apparently capricious 
nature of the events which determined the success or 
failure of the harvest led him to believe that they were 
controlled by gods who had to be propitiated, and the 
key reckoning points marking the phases of the year 
assumed especial religious importance. Chief amongst 
these were probably the winter solstice and 
the spring equinox. The twenty-fifth of 
December, for instance, was the 
conventional Roman date for the winter 
solstice and the Mithraists kept it as the feast of the 
Unconquered Sun, when the recovery from the 
darkness of winter began. Towards the end of the 4th 
century AD, the Christians felt the need to assert 
themselves more strongly against competing religions 
and decided to adopt the same date for the observance 
of Christ's birthday on the grounds that Christ, the 
bringer of supernatural light, would naturally be born 
when the world was darkest. Eostre was the Anglo- 
Saxon goddess of spring, from whose name came the 
word Easter - the most sacred festival of the Christian 
calendar and linked, like the Jewish Passover, to the 
spring equinox.

The error in the Julian calendar meant that by the 
middle of the 16th century the spring equinox had 
shifted from 21st March to 11th March. The initiatives 
to restore the links between the seasons and the 
traditional dates for the Christian festivals came from 
the Church, and in 1582 Pope Gregory XIII introduced

1746/7

1751/2

a new calendar designed to do this. The equinox was 
brought back to 21st March by omitting ten days, and 
there would not be a leap year at the end of a century 
unless it was divisible by 400. Unfortunately these 
changes were made during the turmoil of the 
Reformation, and whilst they were adopted fairly 
quickly in Catholic countries, those which had broken 
with the Church of Rome would have nothing to do 

with them.
Although the Roman calendar has always 

taken 1st January to be New Year's Day, in 
Britain - under the old calendar- it had 
originally been 25th December and then, 

from the 14th century on, 25th March. So, until we 
eventually fell into line in 1752, there was a three 
month overlap between one year and the next under the 
two systems. The ambiguity was often, but not always, 
recognised by the use of the dual date. An entry in the 
burial register at Arnesby in Leicestershire records that 
'Joseph Horton son of Joseph Horton and Letitia his 
wife Departed this life the 8th Day of ye 12th Month 
(called Febry) 1746/7'.

In addition to the variation of dates for the New Year, 
by the time we changed over to what became known as 
the New Style calendar, the discrepancy in dates 
between the Old and New had increased to eleven days. 
This was corrected by leaving out the days 3rd-13th 
September inclusive, and Wednesday 2nd September 

was immediately followed by Thursday 
14th September. Passions ran high at these 
departures from the established order, old 
resentments still lingered and some people 

felt that their lives had been shortened.
An early reference to the New Style Gregorian 

calendar, is made on a fine heraldic monument to John 
Spencer, son of Baron Spencer of Wormleighton, in 
Wormleighton church on the Warwickshire/ 
Northamptonshire border. Part of the inscription reads 
that he 'departed this life at Blois in France the sixt of 
August after the computation of the Churche of 
England and the sixteenth after the newe computation 
in the yeare of the Lord Christ 1610'.

The New Style Calendar Act decreed that New 
Year's Day would be 1st January, starting with 1st 
January 1752. But still some people wouldn't give up. 
At Shepshed there is a stone dated January 24th 
1751/2, and Mary Hudsby of Breedon-on-the-Hill 
'departed this Life Septr. the 9th O:S in the year of our 
Lord 1752'. The final word rests with John Winfield of 
Loughborough, whose table stone proclaims that he 
died on 'the 8th day of October 1753 N.S.'



What made mmmm^i^immimmmf; • '.-•. • rgs:writelis memoirs?

It was unusual for a Victorian 'rough' to commit his 
life-story to paper, so the publication of the memoirs 
of James Hawker (born Daventry ,1836, died 

Oadby, 1921), poacher, cyclist, temperance man and 
Bradlaugh supporter, gave students of rural and local 
history a volume to be treasured. We are all indebted to 
Garth Christian, who edited Hawker's journals, and to 
John Tudor Walters, formerly of Oadby, who was given 
these writings by Hawker himself, and drew Mr 
Christian's attention to them in the first place 1 .

Internal evidence suggests Hawker wrote them in 
1905. Some indication of why, in his late sixties, he was 
minded to do so is contained in a book published the 
previous year. Its title The Hungry Forties, was brilliant, 
and the phrase immediately entered the language: just 
as the Nineties will forever be 'Naughty*, so the 1840s 
will forever be 'Hungry', though in point of fact they 
were no hungrier than the 1830s or 1820s. With an 
Introduction by Mrs Cobden Unwin, Richard Cobden's 
daughter, the book was subtitled Life Under The Bread 
Tax. Descriptive Letters and Other Testimonies From 
Contemporary Witnesses. Its appearance was part of a 
Liberal attack on Conservative proposals that 
protectionism might be brought back to aid farming and 
other industries being undercut by cheap foreign 
imports. For Liberals, Free Trade, ushered in by the 
Repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, had the status of an 
eleventh commandment. 'Free Trade in danger' was 
always the most effective of Liberal rallying cries. 
Through the Party organisation, people old enough to 
remember the 1840s were invited to write down and 
send in their experiences of that period. Hawker, always 
a strong Liberal, responded.

Reading The Hungry Forties, on page 77 one comes 
across 'an excellent letter from Leicestershire' and; 
within one or two sentences, it is clear that this is 
Hawker. Turning to the end, sure enough, there is his 
name and address: '13, Cross Street, Padby', (a 
mis-transcription of Oadby). Hawker's handwriting is 
not particularly difficult to read, but it could mislead 
even Garth Christian, who, all through A Victorian 
Poacher, writes Badby (near Daventry, where Hawker 
loved to poach) as 'Badley5 and gives Hawker's trade as 
'card-grinder' when in fact he was a cordwainer 
(shoemaker). Funny how these little things rankle with 
local historians.

For Hawker aficionados, here is his contribution to 
this political battle, which the Liberals won; 
protectionism was to be a great election-loser for 
Conservatives for another two decades. Although 
Hawker ends his piece by saying he can speak but can't 
write, it seems very likely that seeing his words in print 
encouraged him to set down his memories, or that 
others persuaded him to do so.

The researches of the present writer in 19th century 
Northampton newspapers have turned up occasional 
references to Hawker. The Northampton Mercury of 27th

February 1858 contains the following: 'Northampton 
Petty Sessions. A Deserter James Hawker of Daventry, 
was charged with deserting from the Militia. He told a 
voluble story, unintelligible to civilian ears, and 
apparently not very intelligible to the initiated, but the 
object of it was to show that he was not a deserter. He 
had enlisted twice, without having been discharged 
from his first enlistment, but he did so, he said, merely 
through an informality. He was remanded, to allow of 
communication with the Horse Guards'. Hawker tells 
the story in his memoirs, and the newspaper account 
says substantially the same thing, though he did not tell 
the Magistrates why, as a '56 Day man', he enlisted 
twice, which was to draw another ten shillings bounty 
money.

In die same newspaper in 1879 (29th November) we 
catch a glimpse of Hawker in an altogether more 
convivial light at the annual dinner of the Rovers' 
Bicycle Club, at the Admiral Nelson, Northampton. As 
captain of the club, Hawker was vice-chairman, had 
plenty to say, and said it in his own inimitable way. 
Responding to the toast 'The Army, the Navy and 
Reserve Forces', Hawker, 'as a reserve man', told the 
assembled body that 'Bicyclists looked upon their 
pastime in the same light that a gentleman with a large 
stud of hunters looked upon hunting, and he was sure- 
it afforded bicyclists as much pleasure to bestride their 
steeds as it did a gentleman to follow the hounds', and 
then went on to sing the praises of cycling at some 
length. Responding to another toast, 'The Captain', 
(which was 'musically honoured'), he said he needed no 
other proof of their esteem than the position they had 
permitted him to occupy. 'It was, and always had been, 
his desire to further the interests of the club, the 
establishment of which had, he believed, been the 
means of benefiting many of them, both physically and 
morally'. He thanked the members for the assistance he 
had always received from them, and proposed the 
health of 'The Star and other clubs' in the town. The 
evening ended with music and songs one of which was 
'some verses composed by the Captain, in which the 
incidents and adventures experienced by some of the 
members in a run to Weedon were well hit off, and 
created a deal of amusement'. Perhaps one comment 
which might be made is that the reporter translated 
Hawker's speech into parliamentary language, making 
him sound a little like Mr. Gladstone.

Four years later, the Northamptonshire Guardian (13th 
October 1883) noted the success of 'Albert Hawker, 
son of James Hawker, late captain of the Northampton 
Rovers Bicycle Club, who ran second in a 100 mile run 
for the championship of the world, without a dismount*. 
His steed, it noted, was a 55 inch Rudge.

1. A Victorian Poacher. James Hawker's Journal edited by 
Garth Christian (Oxford, 1961) paperbacked. 1978.

2. The Hungry Forties, pp.77-82.
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111; "1 was bom in 1536.! was sent into the fields to scars 

crows, and when I had done a full week, 7 days, I had one 

shilling. 1 was such a small boy my father carried ms on his 

back to work. The com was 105s. per quarter, bread V- 

,,:, per 4-pound loaf. My first week's money bought 1 loaf. I 

Illllhave had a little conversation:with Mr Thos. Birrey, late 

Illl of Padby, farmer. Hs told me his father refused 105/, and 

'.. rather than sell he kept it till the rats nearly devoured rtv 

: v and then he had to sell it for 7OI-. The farmer 'as never 

ill: been the friend of the toiler They are the most ignorant 

ill! class of men in England. They have supported the very 

men who have crushed them. Why don't they go in for 

Land Law Reform? The are to thick-headed. This is just 

ill how they want to keep us, or why should they rob the 

; people of public control? Men, wake up! You cant find an 

Englishman,: only through his belly. I am close on 70 years 

...;:  -... of age. I shall soon be gone, but I will try to make the paths 

111f of men more smooth than what I found them If every man 

does this, it would be a heaven hstead of hell in 1S44 the 

Illll Chartists were led by Ernest Jones: days 1 well flanember. 

1  : I:; " The farmer held the plough, the son drove, the daughter 

milked and assisted ;in the dairy. Do they do it now? Po 

you see a farmer with a ragged coat, a pale face, without 

.||lll; a cigar, without a horse or trap? No! Are we to rise the 

" \ i; ;::!'  price of bread for a few 1000 farmers and cause misery 

If lit to 1000,000? No! In 1844 men was brought to justice 

: "  "" for sheep-stealing, sent to Van Pemon's Land for 14 years^ 

If you took a pheasant by night, H years. Two men in this 

village had 14, Jadt Burrell and Bill Devenport. In 1844 it 

was not safe to go out after dark if you had any money 

on you Burgaly, highway robbery, fowl stealing because 

ii^f' men were starvrig. Men wouW steal sheep to get sent 

1HIII away They had there freedom when they got there. When 

fllffi we have to be sent away as convicts to get liwrty, we 

 K sit down quietly at home Steves. Shame on working men! 

But where are the sheep-stealers today? The conditions 

WSI of msn is better - they have disappeared. But the men 

who made the msn steal through Protection, hunger, and 

misery, and finding we had killed Protection and buried it» 

;|:B;|::| : : he has had to turn thief Kmsdf. Where? On the Stock 

lllll Exchange. In "45 Bright and Cobden was agitating England 

Illll through for repeal of Com Laws. Rioting was in every large 

Illll town, and shops were guted. Rows of men chained

together. 1 see as late as "53 men marched through 

Northampton streets to the gaol from Nottingham - 

there prison was full It was said Nottingham Castle was in 

flames. Po you want to see this again? These poor men 

had no votes. They were better without it than 

thousands to-day are with it. They made the goverrrrent 

repeal the Com Laws, In the little borough I was bom, 

Paventry, a gentlemen the name of Jenkings, every 

Monday would teS the town baker, named Kebble, to fill his 

oven as full as he couid of small ioaves. He would come in 

at 6 in the evening to distribute. I have se hundreds of 

people stand 2 hours for fear should not 0et ore. Good 

old days! 1 was the oldest of 7 children; and when I was old 

enough 1 crept into the woods by the light of the moon, 

and brought out once 5 pheasants to help to keep my 

father, mother, brothers, and sisters from starving. In 

1650 the com went down. The Crimean War it corns up 

agari to £5. The farmer was the jackal for landlord. He 

squeeze the labourer to 7/-, &I-, 9/-, and 10/- a week. The 

farmers wore a white smock frock, the labourers a brown 

one - that was there dress-up! Bricklayers had 18>/- a 

week, labourers 12/-,- some 10/-, carpenters 18/r, painters 

IS/-, blacksmiths 16/-. There was no union it was according 

to supply and demand. I was among the shoes. 1 have seen 

the day in *46 when a man in the shoe trade would give 

2/6 for every man he could get. To-day there are 

thousands would give 51- to get them a job. And what is 

the cause of this? A surplus labour market. When I go 

home to Paventry I get and look at the farm I first 

worked on. There was "5 wen and wives and children, make 

no doubt 1CO. to-day there is one shepherd on that lard. 

If a man is only getting 61- a week he is better off than 

any father would be 6O years ago with 23/-. I wffl prove it. 

b H5, before the repeal bread, V- 4 pound; sugar, lump, 9d: 

currants, 6d. Before the 8oer War com 16/- quarter, the 

lowest I ever knew, brown bread 3d, the 4~fc> loaf, sugar 

2d, currants 2d. Take the 6/- to-day, it would purchase 

what my father paid £1 3s. for. So much for Free Trade. 

If I live 1 am going to give an address on the days of 

Protection. 1 shall just be at home. 1 can speak, but i cant

w*6- &m^- ^-HAWKER. 

3, Cross Street, Padby '. ', ijjjlii^^:. :,, ;: -,
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F I ^here are in the county many tombstones 
I recording minor aspects of local history which 

^L are probably not documented elsewhere. With 
the deterioration of the older tombstones it is important 
for local history groups to record their details before 
they are lost. This short article describes a number of 
tombstones which have recently come to the attention 
of the author during his perambulations around the 
county's churches. It is not a comprehensive list, but it 
should stimulate others to record examples in their own 
locality which contain similar snippets of parish history. 

Tombstones have over the years interested 
antiquarians, local historians, genealogists and many 
others. As well as containing details of people who once 
lived in the parish, their names, ages at death and, 

sometimes, family relationships, 
they occasionally offer tantalising 
insights into events which led to 
the person's death. These events 
may not be recorded elsewhere, 
or even if they are, the details on 
the tombstone bring to life 
events which perhaps only 
receive a passing, dusty mention 
in the records. It is not intended 
in this short note to give 
guidance on how to follow up 

events recorded on gravestones, but simply to indicate 
the sort of information which can be found. One or two 
examples will serve to illustrate their usefulness in 
recording parish life.

In the churchyard of St Thomas a Beckett, Tugby, to 
the north of the church against the churchyard 
boundary, is a slate headstone to Edgar Alexander 
which carries the following inscription:

In 
this grave lies the body of

Edgar Alexander
who at the early age of 14

was drowned in the
Keythorpe pond 

whilst bathing on Sunday
June 3 1849; 

His lifeless body was recovered
by the Honble H.W.Wilson

who made the most 
persevering and courageous

efforts by repeatingly 
diving to rescue him from

a watery grave. 
(Followed by two lines of text)

The parish register recording deaths for the year 1849 
does not survive and there is, therefore, no way of 
checking whether the above event was recorded in the

burial register. It is more than
likely that the accident would
have been reported to the
Coroner and an inquest held,
in which case a diligent
researcher would come across
it and be able to write a
comprehensive account.
Likewise, it may have been
recorded in the local press of
the day, perhaps picking up
the story from the Coroner's
court, but hours of patient
thumbing through pages of
newspapers (or more likely microfiche/film) still may
not have discovered this interesting piece of local
history from Tubgy or, more accurately, Keythorpe.

The tombstone in St Botolphs churchyard, Ratcliffe- 
on-the-Wreake, of Samuel Matthews also records the 
death of an individual following an accident. 
The inscription reads as follows:

In memory of 
Samuel Matthews

labourer
who had both his legs broke

and one of his ankles dislocated
by falling off a load of beans

on Mr King's farm at
Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreak and
died in Leicester Infirmary

October 13th 1839
aged 60 years

This stone was erected as a mark of respect
by his master Mr Tho Freeman to whom he was

about 9 years a faithful and affection servant
"An honest mans the noblest work of God"

The burial register simply records that Samuel 
Matthews was buried on 13 Oct 1839, strangely the 
same day as the tombstone records he died. As with the 
example from Tugby, details of this accident are likely 

to have been reported to the 
Coroner.

To the west of St John the 
Baptist church, Burton Overy, 
in direct line with the west 
window and against the 
perimeter of the church yard, is a 
very unusual tombstone. Not 
only does it record another 
drowning accident, but the stone 
also contains a number of 
symbols which are not easy to 
interpret. The inscription on the 
stone reads as follows:



Here lieth the bodys of two aged 24 an 22
Tho Dyer schoolmaster of this place

for pious parts and virtue two
we hope his souls at rest
and William Simkins two

in these flowers of youth were nipt away
by accident as we may say

death met them in the deep
and caused us to weep

and here they lie like two that are asleep
water is powerful by them it shows
venture not where you not knows

two brothers like within they be together in
all you that pass us by

take care in time prepare to dye
on June twentieth this accident was done full

in one thousand seven hundred and twenty one
here you see we are bom to dye 

when God sees Good we can not put it bye
Tho Dyer of Leicester 

his????????

Exactly what caused the death of these two is not 
explained, but the phrase 'death met them in the deep' 
might refer to an accident at sea rather than in a local
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river, pond or lake. However, 
the burial register for 1721
records that 'Thos Dyer and _ m
Will Sympkin' were buried on 
22 June only two days after 
their death as recorded on the 
tombstone, so the accident may 
have been in the locality.

These three examples 
illustrate some of the snippets 
of local history which can be 
gleaned from tombstones. On 
another occasion I will refer to 
the family from Great Bowden 
whose five children all died 
within a period of 20 months and to the Tombstone at 
Orton-on-the-Hill upon which are carved several bars of 
music. There must be many more and readers are 
invited to let the author have details so that they can be 
included in future editions of the Leicestershire Historian.

All the illustrations are from the Burton Overy tombstone 
mentioned in the article.



Leicester Church Congress 1880
I Gerald T. Rimmington
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O ne of the problems which faced the Church of 
England in mid-Victorian times was the 
question of representative government within 

the Church. Although the Canterbury Convocation had 
been revived in 1851 - it had not met since 1717 - there 
was still no place for laymen. Traditionally the laity had 
been represented by the House of Commons, but, since 
the Great Reform Act 1832, the number of members 
who were Anglicans had steadily diminished. Especially 
among the Liberals there was a high proportion of 
Nonconformists. After 1886, much to the consternation 
of Dr W. C. Magee, the Bishop of Peterborough, there 
was even an avowed atheist member present in the 
chamber. Charles Bradlaugh had been first elected six 
years earlier. 1 Hence, it was reasoned, there was an 
urgent need for a representative body composed of both 
clergy and laity to regulate the life ....................................................
of the Church. *•——— " ———

Alongside demands for a 
representative central body there 
developed the demand for similar 
representative bodies within each 
diocese to bridge the 'impassable 
gulf at present between the bishops 
and other clergy, and between 
these and the laity'. 2 Some bishops 
and many clergy were in favour of ____________ 
a revival of diocesan synods, which 'H^jgSiSSISSS 
however, had always previously 
been understood as meetings between a bishop and his 
clergy. It is true that branches of the Church in the 
colonies were already experimenting with synodical 
government, and some bishops were moving timorously 
toward diocesan conferences of clergy and laity, but the 
principal need was for a forum at the national level in 
which bishops, clergy and laity could meet to discuss 
matters of common concern and disseminate their 
conclusions to the country at large.

Chadwick states that the Church Congress 
movement, an attempt to fill the vacuum temporarily, 
was initiated in Cambridge in 1861, when a few guests 
met in the hall at King's College. By the following year 
there was a much more formal Congress at Oxford, 
with papers presented and discussed by clergy and laity, 
open to the public. Thereafter, consciously using the 
proceedings of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science as a model, there were 
meetings year by year in a significant town or city, 
presided over by the local bishop. Though the Church 
Congresses had no official role in church government 
they were attended by famous churchmen, clerical and 
lay, and helped in the forming of opinion within the 
Church.3

The Congress held in Leicester in 1880 was not in

any sense a 'trail-blazer", for it was the twentieth to be 
held. All of the major centres of population outside 
London, except Birmingham, where Bishop Philpott 
refused to countenance it, had already experienced it. It 
had even been held in Dublin. Though he was to be a 
brilliant success as chairman, Bishop Magee was not 
among the initiators of the idea of holding it in 
Leicester. He informed his friend, John MacDonnell, by 
letter dated October 31, 1897, that 'the Ruridecanal 
Conference, forty in number, clergy and laity, have 
invited the Congress to Leicester', but he was not 
enthusiastic. Nor, however, being politically aware, was 
he tempted to be prescriptive in the manner of the 
Bishop of Birmingham. After all, he would have 
reminded himself, he was anxious to see change in the 
Church of England. He was at one with the clergy in 
................................................... Leicester, for instance, in disliking

pew rents and in believing that the 
way forward financially was 
through regular giving on the 
offertory plate. He was also among 
those bishops who developed 
diocesan conferences with clergyii

c • I* ,- ifinancially was through regulaf
giving on the offertory plate^i

and lay representation at an early 
stage in his episcopate.4 Moreover 
he agreed that Church Congresses 

____________ were an attempt 'to meet .... the 
ISilSSBiiillii need and the desire for some 

general and representative 
assembly of Churchmen - some assembly in which 
Churchman of all orders and ranks, of all schools of 
thought, might unite together on the one broad basis of 
their common Churchmanship'. 5 So he decided that 
'we must play the game out', but admitted that 'I 
neither love nor like it, and I like it all the less for 
costing me my American trip'.6

One suspects that the impetus behind the invitation to 
meet in Leicester came principally from the Leicester 
clergy, prominent among whom were the aging rural 
dean, Canon David Vaughan, and Francis Robinson, 
the young vicar of the new parish of St. Peter's. It was 
Vaughan who organised the secretarial work and 
prepared the report of the proceedings for publication, 
Robinson who arranged for the erection of a temporary 
wooden hall in Campbell Street, 'stated to be sufficient 
to contain the largest audience ever assembled on such 
an occasion'.7 Vaughan and Robinson recruited their 
clergy colleagues, Lewis Clayton and John Faithfull, 
and four laymen, W. J. Freer, a solicitor, Colin 
Macaulay, a land surveyor, J. H. Williams, a 
stockbroker, and G. A. Robinson, a gas engineer and 
fitter, to join them in the work of the secretarial 
committee.8

From the beginning there was an ecumenical

8
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dimension. Such was the strength of Nonconformity in 
Leicester that there was a need for hospitality beyond 
the ranks of church families. Many of the wealthiest 
citizens with the largest houses, into which guests could 
be welcomed, were influential Nonconformists. The 
Leicester Journal noted that 'the town, true to its 
reputation, is preparing to give its numerous visitors a 
hearty welcome. Churchmen and Nonconformists have 
been alike liberal in proffering the hospitality*, while the 
mayor, John Bennett, a Baptist, who was a member of 
the reception committee, had 'intimated his intention of 
giving a conversazione at the close of the proceedings.'9 
Although the agenda was basically Anglican, 
Nonconformist attendance was welcomed, and the 
Leicester Journal leader writer's hope 'that a wise 
understanding spirit, and an enlarged Christian charity 
may pervade the proceedings, and that the result of the 
consideration of the important questions...will be the 
increase of unity among friends of the Church, the 
healing of differences, and the strengthening of the 
Church', was an important part of the programme. 10 
The Baptists, in particular, growing rapidly to the point 
of unity within their own denomination, to be achieved 
in 1892 with the merging of the Particular Baptist and 
General Baptist distinctives, were concerned about the 
possibility of splits within Anglican ranks, and listened 
intently to Bishop J. B. Lighfoofs statement, within his 
lecture on 'The influence of the three great schools of 
thought in the Church of England upon each other and 
upon the Church', to the effect that 'the tendency to 
exaggerate the small matters of difference rather than 
the great points in which there is agreement, are so 
palpable and so gracious, that everyone will be anxious 
to hear if some means can be devised by which divisions 
can be healed, or at least minimised'. 11

Lightfoot's lecture was basically the same one he had 
delivered in Cambridge in 1872, when he had postulated 
that:

Evangelicals with a concern for the individual 
soul were identified with Paul; Tractarians with a 
concern for the visible Church and its traditions 
were identified with Cephas; and Broad 
Churchmen, concerned with the relation of the 
gospel to all that lies outside the Church, were 
identified with Apollos.

Therefore the Church was comprehensive in its scope; 
it did not cater only for sectional interests12.

Baptists were prominent also among the deputation of 
thirty Nonconformist ministers who appeared as a body 
at the end of the conference proceedings and informed 
Bishop Magee of their hope that 'your labours here will 
have for their result an increase of spiritual power, such 
as shall be felt throughout the whole of your 
communion, and throughout the country at large'. 1 
Magee was so touched by this that he maintained a 
friendship with F. B. Meyer, the founding minister of 
Melbourne Hall, who wrote a few years later, after the 
bishop had been ill, that he was delighted that it had

Dr W.C. Magee, Bishop of Peterborough.
'pleased our heavenly Father to restore you to some
measure of health.... On more than one occasion I led
my congregation ....in earnest prayer for your
recovery'. 14

The Congress was preceded on Monday, September 
27, by a meeting arranged at the Temperance Hall by 
the Council of the Free and Open Church Association, 
whose aim was to rid the churches of the reservation of 
pews by those able to afford them, a system which 
Magee had already described in his Charge of 1875 as 
'that most ingenious and successful of devices for 
keeping parishioners out of church, and quenching all 
spirit of devotion within it', and which the Leicester 
rural deanery had also condemned 'as amongst the chief 
causes, which have exiled our working population from 
their parish church'. 15 In many towns there were 
insufficient free seats for the poorer people. 16 It was, 
therefore, a popular curtain raiser for priests who 
wished to see the weekly offering 'providing for the 
expenses of worship and other pious and charitable 
uses'. It was anything but popular, however, with 
middle-class laymen, who, represented by a local leader 
writer, complained that:

While in new churches in new districts [like 
Francis Robinson's St. Peter's] it may be very 
wise and very easy to leave people free to seat 
themselves just where inclination dictates, and to 
contribute what suits them as often as they
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please; it would scarcely be wise or so easy to 
attempt to change the whole habit of an old and 
steady congregation attached to their accustomed 
places; ... and it would most likely prove very 
injurious to to put and end to the system of pew 
rents in a church [like St. John's] where they are 
the chief means of supporting the incumbent. 17

One suspects that debate was lively.

The Congress itself opened on Tuesday, September 18, 
with crowded services at St. Martin's and St. Mary's, 
addressed respectively by C. J. Vaughan, former vicar 
and Dean of Llandaff, and the Archbishop of York, and 
continued until Friday, October 1. There were 
presentations and debates on Foreign Missions, the 
Church and the Poor, Church and Labour, Upper and 
Middle Class Education, the Church and the Young, 
Penitentiary work of the Church, Internal Unity, 
Reform in Foreign Churches, mmmmmmmmmmmmm 
Church and Dissent, the 
Temperance Question, Existing 
forms of Unbelief, the 
Cathedral System, Marriage 
and Divorce, Home Mission 
Work, the Clergy, Internal 
Organisation of the Church, 
Factory and Workshop Life, 
Popular Recreations, and 
Church Finance. It was an ^M':K " : " :":5r" '•' ' : ' 
impressive and remarkably
comprehensive list of subjects, most of which were well- 
presented by people with expertise and knowledge, with 
arranged responses of good quality.

Underlying the whole programme, however, were two 
main concerns. One, already alluded to, was the need 
for a representative body separate from Parliament to 
govern the internal affairs of the Church. The other, 
more important still, was the problem perceived by 
Magee and others, that the Church was losing touch 
with die masses.

In his own address the bishop made a plea 'on behalf 
of the masses who do not care what a minister wears or 
which side of the altar he stands'. 'Round about Church 
and Chapel, indifferent to both', he stated, 'lie the 
masses .... for whom life has no higher, no better
meaning than that of a daily struggle for the means of a 
joyless existence ...... What can the Church of England
do for these'. W. Walsham How, the recently 
consecrated Bishop of Bedford (soon to be the first 
Bishop of Wakefield), who was said to be worth a 
hundred curates, 18 stated that 'where there is a man 
whose preaching is really attractive a congregation will 
gather, but it will be composed almost always of a class 
above that of the actual labourer'. His experience in 
East London had led him to believe that it was not so 
much a matter of 'speculative unbelief as of 'simple 
indifference'. He suggested that there was a need for 
simpler services in mission-rooms, that 'we must have 
plain, earnest, faithful, loving, and unwritten sermons,
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"... a need for simpler services in 
mission-rooms, that we must have 

plain, earnest, faithful, loving, and 
III unwritten sermons, preached

wherever we 
a hearing...

preached anywhere, everywhere, wherever we can get a 
hearing; we must have self-denying lives, teaching, even 
more than eloquent lips, of the love of God and the 
grandeur of the Cross'. 19

Despite the earnestness of Magee and the skill of How 
in handling working men, however, what they said had 
little effect on Churchmen in attendance or upon the 
working classes. Since the Congress meetings were held 
during working hours it was impossible even for 
articulate working men to attend and make their views 
known. There was a Church of England Working men's 
Society which met in conjunction with the Congress at 
the nearby St. George's Mission Hall, and which was 
addressed by Archdeacon Denison, but its efforts did 
not filter into the main meetings in the Congress Hall.

There was little, in any case, to appeal to working 
men. V. H. Stanton, a Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, spoke about trade unions, and found it 
necessary 'to give the warning, that we must not and 

cannot expect to have any 
influence with trade unionists, 
unless we do justice to the good 
in unionism as well as noticing 
its mischiefs and dangers'. He 
was followed by W. F. Fox, 
Esq., of Sherwood Rise, 
Nottingham, who probably 
reflected the mood of the 
Congress in his opposition to

_____________ trade unions. He was adamant, ^^^^^^^^^^^^™ however, that 'the Church and 
her Ministers should not be partizans', and that he 
preferred 'true Christian liberty which is free from die 
caprice of Masters or the tyranny of Trade Unions'. 
How the 'caprice of the Masters' could be countered 
without trade unions was not made clear. In this 
instance Bishop Magee did not take sides during the 
Leicester Congress, but at the Leeds Congress in 1872 
he had not supported Bishop James Fraser of 
Manchester in defending the right of agricultural 
labourers to form a union. Magee had in fact 
denounced outsiders who interfered between farmer 
and tenant, but had not gone as far as Bishop Ellicott of 
Gloucester, who regarded unions as iniquitous.20

J. C. Ryle, who approached the Congresses with 
mixed feelings, compared them 'to the ships which King 
Solomon sent to Tarshish, which brought back not only 
gold and silver and ivory, but apes and peacocks too'.21 
Nevertheless, despite their faults, the Church 
Congresses were reasonably effective in providing a 
forum for debate within the Church of England, albeit 
unofficially, that the Convocations of Canterbury and 
York (reactivated in 1851 and 1860 respectively), 
devoid of laity, had not done. Bishop Magee was 
pleased that Congresses had been the first conferences 
in which the clergy and laity had participated on equal 
terms, and gloried in 'the promoting of tolerance and 
chanty amongst Churchmen by bringing together 
members of all parties of the Church, and training them 
first to endure and them to esteem each other'.22

continued on the next page
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How well do you know your county?

I Which bowling innovation was first intro 
duced into cricket at the match between 
Leicestershire and Middlesex in July 1900?

2. Leicester artist C Reginald Palby is best 
remembered as the original illustrator of 
which popular series of children's books?

3. What is the name of the famous World War 
II code-breaking operation in which 
Beaumanor Hal! played a part?

4 Dorothy L Sayers' detective novel The Nine 
Taylors was researched at which world- 
famous Leicestershire company?

5. Which famous engine steamed into Rutland 
on 3rd July 193& having just set an all-time 
steam traction speed record? :;

6. Measaham-born Astronomer Royal Sir Frank 
Watson Pyson» introduced which familiar 
sound to the &BC radio on 5th February 
1924?

7. Which Leicestershire town's fair was 
mentioned in Shakespeare's Henry IV, Part 
D?

8>. Elgar composed his work Memorial Chime for 
the opening of which Leicestershire building?

9. Which children's undergarment that became 
a household name was first launched in 190S 
by Symington'5 of Market Harborough?

Answers to the above can be fouicf in /\ Leicestershire 
and Rutland Quiz Bock by Joyce Lee and Jon Dean (S3. 

li1;;: Publications 1996) and also on page 29

Magee had already begun, however, to look beyond 
the Church congresses. He acknowledged that ideas 
about the Church had begun to change, so that it was 
no longer thought of 'as an ecclesiastical corporation .... 
but as a divine family .... no longer as a mere 
department of state, but as a part of a kingdom .... 
having its own conditions of citizenship, its own laws, 
its own forms and conditions of life1 , 3 and looked 
forward to the day when a 'central and general assembly 
by the Church of England will yet be the completion of 
her present growth of representative institutions'. He 
asked the question too as to 'whether congresses, having 
done their work in the past, might not give place to 
other Church assemblies, the formation of which they 
have so largely stimulated. 24 By 1886 there was a lay 
house in the Convocation of Canterbury, though York 
did not follow until 1892, and the Congresses gradually 
ceased to have their earlier influence. They continued 
into the twentieth century - there was another held in 
Leicester in 1919 - but it was generally agreed that they 
were both 'more edifying and more boring'.25
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Helen Edwards

According to his obituary written by John Nichols 
in The Gentleman's Magazine, John Throsby 
was 'a well-known writer...a man of strong 

natural genius..[who] during a life remarkably 
chequered, rendered himself conspicuous as a 
draughtsman and topographer. He attempted many 
expedients for the maintenance of a numerous family, 
few of which answered his purpose; and his last years 
would have been shaded with penury and 
disappointment, but for the assistance of those friends 
who knew his worth, and justly appreciated him as a 
man of honesty, integrity and merit.'

John Throsby was the son of Nicholas Throsby, 
alderman of Leicester and mayor in 1759, by Martha 
Mason, his second wife. He was born in Leicester on 
21st December 1740 and baptised at St. Martin's 
Church.2

In 1770, John was appointed parish clerk of St. 
Martin's and it was to supplement his small salary and 
support his wife and ten children that he began to write 
and publish his studies of local history and antiquities. 
In 1777, he published his first work, six volumes of The 
Memoirs of the Town and County of Leicester ; in 1789 he 
brought out a quarto volume of Select Views in 
Leicestershire, from original drawings which contains 
historical and descriptive accounts of castles, great 
houses and religious foundations; and, in the following 
year a Supplementary volume to the Leicestershire Views. 
In 1791 he published The History and Antiquities of the 
Ancient town of Leicester, of which a large portion was 
later incorporated into John Nichols' work on the 
history of Leicestershire, which was published in 1815.

To read the works of John Thosby in the late 
twentieth century, is to reveal a huge source of carefully 
recorded detail about life and commerce in the late 
eighteenth century. But the books not only give vast 
amounts of information about topography, agriculture, 
economic trends, social conditions and customs, they 
also give a wonderful insight into the lives of people 
who inhabited Leicester and Leicestershire at this time. 
John Throsby could not resist a good story - his work is 
threaded though with snippets of gossip and small talk 
about the doings of local characters. If Robert Bakewell 
was not at home when he called, then John Throsby 
was quite happy to be shown round Dishley Grange by 
the steward and hear all about the new-fangled methods 
from the farmworkers. If the vicar of a certain village 
was out when he arrived, Throsby would cheerfully sit 
chatting in the kitchen with the manservant and a bottle 
of 'good port' until the gentleman returned home.

Throsby's prose is delightfully readable. He likens 
Croft Hill to 'a large wart on a man's thumb' or 'a 
lemon swimming in a punch bowl'. He has a fine, dry 
sense of humour - in Earl Shilton there is a "meeting 
house for Baptists, which is well-filled; perhaps owing to

service being performed in the church only once on a 
Sunday".

The following passage is taken from Excursion, No 
VIE to Groby, Bradgate, Ulverscroft Priory, Markfield, 
Hugglescote, and Ravenstone from The Supplementary 
Volume to the Leicestershire Views: containing a series of 
Excursions in the year 1790, to the Villages and Places of 
Note in the County, It clearly shows Throsby's delight in 
the collection of tales about village life and his interest 
in observing and reporting more than factual 
descriptions of places and events.

"The Pool here is said to measure fourscore acres: 
and the people in this neighbourhood tell you a 
wonderful tale of a pike being taken out of Groby 
Pool, which weighed eighteen stone. The following 
circumstance gave rise to this relation: 
The old 'Squire Tooley (well known a few years 
since by the appelation of Tom of Tooley) kept a 
Blossom, it is said, snugly, unknown to his wife, at 
Groby Pool House. Parson Pike, vicar of Ratby, 
who was a very fat man, and a frequent visitor at old 
Tom's table, took an opportunity to inform the 
'Squire's lady of the amour. The Tooley Nimrod 
(he kept a famous pack of hounds) was soon after 
informed of his unlawful connexions from the still 
small voice of his neglected spouse. Old Thomas 
from this time meditated revenge against the vicar 
for his perfidy. He asked him soon after to attend 
him at the fishing of Groby Pool, where the 'Squire, 
at a certain place, took an opportunity of pushing 
him into the water, after which he caused a net to 
be hauled under him, and in that manner he was 
dragged to land almost lifeless. An humble poet has 
made merry with the parson thus:

In this wide Pool a lusty pike
Was dragged out would fill a strike,
Not of solid fish with blubber,
But of human flesh like udder.
Some say it weigh'd full eighteen stone
Of flesh and fat, without the bone.
A 'Squire's chaplain this huge jack was;
Of Tooley Park, old Tom he was
Who push'd him in, not to breed,
But to cure him of a deed
Of which he then stood self-convicted'
And all agree he was addicted.
'Twas hard to tell how much old Thomas
Lov'd the pretty little dormouse,
Who dwelt at ease at Groby Pool House"

1. Obituary of John Throsby, Gentleman's Magazine 1803,1, 
p.284.
2. Dictionary of National Biography edited by Sidney Lee. 
(London, 1898) Vol. LVI, p.334.
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D uring the 17th century, there lived 
at Burton-on-the-Wolds a
gentleman by the name of John 

Wildman. His grandfather had been a 
shepherd, but the family had prospered and 
John lived in comfort and luxury. His was a 
substantial house with eight chambers and 
several garrets as well as the usual parlour, hall, 
kitchen and outbuildings. 1 It was probably built 
around a courtyard, and may have stood on the site of 
the old Wildman home - the grange to the east of the 
village which had once belonged to the Cistercian 
Abbey of Garendon.

At first glance, John Wildman was a typical yeoman 
farmer. Apart from his affluence (and many an expert 
grazier on the Wolds made a good living by buying and 
selling at the right time) there was nothing that made 
him stand out from his neighbours, however, the 
following passage in the Victoria County History 
suggested he merited closer scrutiny.

'John Wildman of Burton on the Wolds occurs in 
the same list. He had inherited the property 
about 1658 and married a daughter of the 
recusant Christopher Roper 4th Lord Teynham.'

The list proved to be a list of prominent Leicestershire 
Roman Catholics drawn up for the House of Lords in 
1680. 4 John Wildman of Burton-on-the-Wolds was 
included; others were Lord Brudenall, Sir Thomas 
Beaumont, Anthony Inglefield, Henry Nevill, Thomas 
Eyre, William Turville, Charles Fortescue, Charles 
Byerly, Edmond Smith, John Mordant, John Turville, 
Charles Byerly Jnr.

The property was Neville Holt. There was no 
apparent connection between Neville Holt and our 
Wolds farmer, and it seemed likely that the gentleman 
concerned here was none other than the notorious 
Leveller leader Major John Wildman, who made a 
fortune negotiating on behalf of papists and royalists to 
buy back confiscated estates. One of Major Wildman's 
closest friends was Henry Neville.

Christopher Roper's daughter was Frances. She was 
married to John Wildman of Burton on the Wolds. On 
his pedigree, entered at Leicester for the 1681/82 
visitation of the Heralds, John stated that his wife was 
the daughter of Christopher Roper Lord Teynham by 
Mary daughter to Sir Francis Englefield; and sister to 
Christopher Lord Teynham. 5 Sir Francis Englefield 
held the manor of nearby Shoby which he had acquired 
upon his marriage to thirteen year old Winifred 
Brooksby. John and Frances had six children, at least 
three of whom were named after their mother's family.

But according to the The Dictionary of National 
Biography6, the Berkshire Archaeological Journal,1 and a

guide to Shrivenham Church,8 Frances was 
also married to Major John Wildman. His 

biographer, Maurice Ashley, says she was 
daughter of Sir Francis Englefield,9 but this is 
probably a mistake, Sir Francis appears to 
have had only three daughters: Mary, 
Catherine and Helen. It is interesting to note 

that Francis Englefield's other estate was White 
Knights in Berkshire, only a few miles from Major 

Wildman's home 'Beckett'.
There is no mention of Frances on Major Wildman's 

tombstone in Shrivenham Church; he was buried with 
his second wife Lucy (according to Volume 37 of the 
Berkshire Archaeological Journal, Lucy was the mother of 
his only son John, but a memorial in Shrivenham 
Church says she died without issue). Maurice Ashley 
believed Lucy to be the daughter of Lord Lovelace, 10 
but it is a tenuous link and the arms for her at 
Shrivenham are not those of the Lovelace family. 11

There is no doubt about the arms for Major 
Wildman. They are identical to those entered by John 
Wildman of Burton-on-the-Wolds for the 1681/82 
visitation and illustrated by John Nichols - Or, on a pale 
azure, three bezants. 12 Clearly John Wildman of Burton 
and Major John Wildman of Berkshire belonged to the 
same branch of the Wildman family, but was there one 
man or two? John Wildman's Leicester pedigree 
indicates that he may have had male cousins, but 
though both his father and grandfather left wills, neither 
identifies another John.

The Wildman family lived on the Wolds for many 
generations, the name spelt variously Wyman, 
Wyldman, Wiseman, Wileman and Wildman (Winifred 
Brooksby was the daughter of Dorothy Wiseman, so 
John Wildman of Burton and his wife Frances may have 
been related). The marriage of John's grandparents is 
recorded in the Prestwold registers 13 as is the baptism of 
his father. John's pedigree suggests he was born around 
1643. There are no registers for Prestwold covering the 
period 1639 to 1649 and the pedigree's accuracy must 
be questioned, it does not include the death of his 
mother Mary Alien - probably in 164414 - and omits all 
reference to his stepmother Elizabeth Sherwin. 15 One 
possible explanation is that he was born out of wedlock, 
and an entry in the Loughborough Parish registers 
records that John Allyn son of John was baptised in 
October 1631 at 'Burton in ye parish of Prestwould'; 
however, there is nothing out of the ordinary about the 
corresponding entry in the Prestwold register - 'John, 
son of John Alien late of Loughborough, mercer, 
baptised October 23 1631'.

Major Wildman was a republican fanatic who would 
stop at nothing to achieve his ends. A brilliant lawyer 
and clever businessman, he was a high profile political 
activist, a cunning conspirator, a devious double agent.
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The Wildman pedigree as illustrated in Nichols.
His schemes included restoring the long to the throne, 
ridding the country of Cromwell and blowing up 
Whitehall Palace. Some even suspected him of being 
the man behind the mask when the King was brought to 
the scaffold. None of his past chroniclers have linked 
him with Leicestershire, but many of his fellow plotters 
had strong connections with the County. Henry Neville, 
George Villiers Duke of Buckingham and Robert 
Shirley were his special friends, and he was much 
involved with John Mordaunt who appears on the 1680 
list of papists, and Thomas Grey of Groby. He was also 
closely associated with two men who could possibly 
have come from Loughborough or the Wolds area: he 
made his political debut in the company of an army 
agitator William Alien who may have been related to the 
mother of John Wildman of Burton; and his loyal and 
trusted servant, with whom he shared both confidence 
and imprisonment, was a man called William Parker, a 
name which appears in the Prestwold registers.

There is an interesting postscript to the Major's 
association with Leicestershire. John Wildman Jnr and 
his young wife Elianor Choute had no family. She died 
at the age of nineteen and he never remarried. He left 
the Beckett estate to John Shute,16 said to be a man to 
whom he was not related but of whom he had formed a 
high opinion after a very short acquaintance. John 
Shute was the grandson of Francis Shute of Upton in 
the County of Leicester.

John Wildman of Burton died in March 1692 and was 
apparently buried at Prestwold. There is neither grave 
nor monument. His will was brief. He left legacies to his 
servants Mary Toone and Thomas Dobney, 'the rest' to 
his daughter, wife of Sir Edward Golding of Colston 
Bassett. 17

Major Sir John Wildman of Beckett - ex-Postmaster 
General, Freeman and Alderman of the City of 
London, Deputy Lieutenant of Middlesex - died in June 
1693. His tombstone says he was in his seventieth year. 
His monument on the north side of the sanctuary in 
Shrivenham Church says he was seventy two and 
includes these words taken from his will:

'Let there be some stone of small price set near to 
my ashes, that may without foolish flattery signify 
to posterity that in this age a man lived, who 
spent the best of his days in prisons without 
crime; being conscious of no offence towards 
man, for that he so loved his God that he could 
serve no man's will; wish the liberty and 
happiness of his country and all mankind. But I 
will not this for any other end, than that 
occasionally some good reflections may be 
excited in some excellent minds by their reading 
such an inscription.'

His name is on a list of Affidavits received by the 
Shrivenham incumbent for 1693, which states that Sir 
Jo: Wildman was 'interred June ye 21st" - strangely, his 
is the only entry for the year which does not record 
place of residence. 18

The life of Major Wildman is a tangled web of 
mystery and intrigue. It is perhaps not surprising that so 
little is known of his background; at times he must have 
needed to lie low and cover his tracks. Burton's John 
Wildman belonged to a community of proscribed 
people. His wife's cousins at Aston Flamville were Jesuit 
priests and her grandparents at Shoby harboured many 
others. Recusants were baptised in secret and buried at 
dead of night. No questions were asked, no records 
kept.

Writing of Roman Catholicism in the Victoria County 
History, Brigadier T. B. Trappes-Lomax says: 
'Underground movements are necessarily difficult to 
trace. As little as may be is committed to writing - it is, 
for example, very unusual to find Roman Catholic 
baptismal registers before 1750 - and every effort is 
made to dissemble even internal convictions. A host of 
stratagems grew up from the elaborately contrived 
hiding-place to minute chalices and small portable altar 
stones. Lawyers invented methods of concealing the 
ownership and inheritance of land'. 19 He could almost 
have had Major John Wildman in mind.

There is little wonder so many pieces of the jigsaw are
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missing, and it is possible that the full facts about our 
own John Wildman and Major Wildman of Beckett will 
never be known. There may, however, be a family 
historian or enthusiastic republican among our readers 
willing to take full responsibility for both gentlemen and 
fit them in their correct places. We shall be only too 
happy to help!!
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More Throsby snippets
TT'rom Excursion, No XXI To Cosby, Broughton 
A^Astley, Leir, Little Ashby, Bitteswell, Claybrook, 
Wigston Parva, Bennones, and Frolesworth. 1

'Thomas Page had landed property in the lordship of 
little Claybrook to the amount of near 1001. a year; but, 
through various misfortunes, he became so 
embarrassed, as to be under a necessity of 
selling his patrimony, which was 
purchased by Mr Byrd, a gentleman 
...[known as] the "Old Justice". Mr 
Byrd covenanted to grant an 
annuity to Page's wife in case she 
survived her husband. Soon after 
this, Page removed to London, 
leaving his wife in Claybrook. He 
had not long been absent before 
intelligence was received of his 
having died of small-pox; and an 
affidavit was sent down to Mr Byrd 
of the body having been buried in 
woolen in St Pancras church-yard. The 
widow of course claimed her annuity 
Some time after this, the old Justice spied a 
letter lying at Lutterworth, directed to Widow Page of 
Claybrooke; and the writing bore such strong 
resemblance to that of her deceased husband, that his 
Worship was tempted to indulge his curiosity by 
opening the letter; which, to his great amazement, bore 
the signature Thomas Page; and testified, that the 
person whom he had considered dead and buried was 
still alive and well; but, when he recollected the

solemnly attested certificate he had received of Page's 
interment, he could scarcley persuade himself that the 
man was any longer in the land of the living. The claims 
of Mrs Page, however, rendered what might have been 
otherwise a matter for amusement to his Worship, a 
serious concern; and he determined to investigate the 

business without delay.
Accordingly he repaired to town; and, 
having obtained leave to examine the 

grave in which Page was buried, the 
coffin was taken up, which, instead of 

a human body, was found to be 
stuffed with stones and wool. .... 
Some time after Page's return home, 
the small-pox broke out in 
Claybrook, and he was in great 
dread of catching the infection. 
Having discovered once very strong 

symptoms of fear and uneasiness, a 
farmer in the village rallied him by 

saying, that 'he wondered how Page, of 
all men in the parish, could entertain the 

least apprehension of danger, since all the 
world knew that he had died of the small-pox long 

ago, and that the only vulnerable part of him, his body, 
lay very snug in St. Pancras church-yard.'

1. The Supplementary Volume to the Leicestershire Views: 
containing a Series of Excursions in the Year 1790, to the 
Villages and Places of Note in the County, by JohnThrosby 
(London, 1790) p.297
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In Leicestershire and Rutland where traditions of 
horses and hunting run strongly, there are a number 
of fascinating and interesting sites still to be seen 

along the roadsides, in the villages, towns, churches and 
other buildings of the area which relate to this particular 
aspect of the area's past. These include curious and 
unexpected portrayals of horses and horseshoes, unusual 
epitaphs and memorials to those involved, buildings with 
eccentric tales attached, as well as once common features 
of daily life.

It was one man's enthusiasm for horses which resulted 
in giving Tower House next to Lubenham churchyard its 
peculiar appearance. The house is private, but its unusual 
external features can clearly be appreciated from the 
roadside. Originally a humble farmhouse known as The 
Cottage it was transformed during the nineteenth century 
into the resemblance of a small baronial castle. Its most 
noticeable feature is the tall tower facing the road which 
looks more like a folly. Gothic windows, steep pointed 
roofs, ornamental chimneys and jagged-edged barge- 
boarded gables all add to the building's exceptional 
appearance. According to tradition, its former owner Mr 
'Cherry' Angel, a race-horse owner, celebrated his major 
wins by adding different parts to the house, the tower 
being added to commemorate his horse Alcibade winning 
the Liverpool Grand National in 1865. Angel also 
celebrated many of his wins in the more conventional 
fashion of nailing the horseshoes from his champion 
winners to his stable door. The changing ownership of 
the house around the turn of the century, along with 
activities at neighbouring houses is recorded in a 
fascinating manuscript called Lubenham Parochial Diary 
now in the Leicestershire Record Office. Tower House

narrowly escaped demolition just before World War Two 
when it was bought by the Reverend Graham Dilley who 
briefly turned it into Lubenham Vicarage. Described as 'a 
devotee of anything to do with hunting and one who 
lived up to the old pattern of a hunting parson', Dilley 
was a keen huntsman who lovingly preserved Cherry 
Angel's winning momentoes, having the stable door with 
its commemorative horseshoes renovated and hung up 
inside the house. Today the door and horseshoes which 
includes one worn by Alcibade in the 1865 Grand 
National, are at Harborough Museum.

As prime riding and hunting countryside Leicestershire 
and Rutland attracted many horse-riding and horse- 
racing enthusiasts who either lived here permanently or 
who had lodges or other accommodation here for use 
during the season. The industry also required a large 
range of ancillary services, and memorials to both the 
riders and to those in the service can be found in the 
churches and churchyards of the area.

One of the earliest such connections is at Peckleton 
church, where a large flat gravestone bears the name of 
Thomas Boothby (1681-1752) of Tooley Park. A famous 
huntsman and sportsman, he set up the first purpose- 
made fox-covert in England at Tooley Spinneys, about 
half a mile south-east of Peckleton village. He also 
claimed, but probably incorrectly, to have possessed the 
first pack of hounds in the country. Other celebrated 
figures remembered locally include Tom Firr (1841- 
1902), who took up the prestigious position of huntsman 
to Leicestershire's Quom Hunt at the age of thirty-one, 
and went on to became one of the greatest huntsmen of 
all time. He is commemorated by a pink granite 
monument in Quorn churchyard.

Leicestershire also became 
famous for its 'sporting parsons' 
and prior to Dilley, livings in the 
county had long been sought 
after by members of the clergy 
whose interests lay in the 
hunting field. One of the best- 
known sporting parsons was the 
Reverend William Cave 
Humfrey (1801-1874), who was 
rector of Laughton and Foxton. 
A familiar figure in the hunting 
field,, he was one of the last 
clergymen to follow the practice 
in fox-hunting centres of the 
parson reading out the weekly 
hunting fixtures in church. 
Immortalised as Parson Dove in 
Melville Whyte's novel Market 
Harborough, a simple wall

Stable door and winning 
horseshoes, Lubenham. 

(permission of Leicestershire 
Museums, Arts and Records 

Service)
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memorial at St Luke's church Laughton commemorates 
him. Also fairly plain is the memorial in Eastwell 
churchyard to another of Leicestershire's well-known 
sporting parsons the Reverend Edward Bullen (1795- 
1884). He began his career in Lincolnshire but was 
moved to be rector of Eastwell as the local hunt strongly 
disapproved of his habits of dashing his mount to the 
front of the hunting field. Once settled in Leicestershire 
however, he pursued his riding career alongside his 
clerical activities for over half a century even when it 
meant turning up in church to take a funeral service 
dressed in riding boots and spurs.

Within the same decade that Alctbade won the Grand 
National, the race was won twice by the famous amateur 
steeple-chaser John Maunsell Richardson (1846 - 1912), 
first in 1873 riding Disturbance and then in 1874 on 
Reuny. Nicknamed 'The Cat", Richardson was thought 
by many to be the best all-round sporting personality of 
his generation. He lies buried at Edmondthorpe church 
and is commemorated by a wall tablet erected by bis 
widow the Countess of Yarborough. 

Interestingly, the monuments and memorials mentioned 
so far reveal little of the sporting connections and 
reputations of the people concerned. The opposite 
however is true in Cottesmore churchyard where there is 
a large stone horseshoe carved in relief on the headstone 
of 'Uncle' Edward Chapman Clayton (1837-1936), a 
famous hunting figure in the Oakham area. The verse 
inside the horseshoe appropriately reads:

"WHEN YOU LAY ME TO SLUMBER NO SPOT
COULD YOU CHOOSE 

BUT WOULD SING TO THE RHYTHM OF
GALLOPING SHOES 

AND UNDER THE DAISIES NO GRAVE BE SO
DEEP

BUT THE HOOFS OF THE HORSES WILL 
SOUND IN MY SLEEP"

But if there is one epitaph in the area which sums it all 
up, the top of the list would surely be that to Sir 
Raymond Greene (1869-1947) in the church of St. Mary 
at Burrough-on-the-Hill:

"ENGLAND AND FRIENDS HE LOVED DEARLY 
BUT THE JOY OF HIS LIFE WAS A HORSE"

In addition to featuring on gravestones, horseshoes, both 
real and representational, can be seen locally as 
attachments to buildings, as structural parts of buildings, 
as ceremonial objects and even amongst church fixtures 
and fittings.

Best known is the remarkable collection of ceremonial 
horseshoes at Oakham Castle. Unlike anything to be 
found elsewhere in the country, over 200 horseshoes of 
varied shapes and sizes line the walls inside the castle's 
magnificent Norman hall. These are part of a tradition 
dating back to the Middle Ages which demands that any 
peer of the realm on their first journey through Oakham 
should present a horseshoe to die Lord of the Manor or 
pay a fine. The oldest one now in the collection is that 
given by King Edward IV around 1470. The custom

Tinwell, Rutland, blacksmith's workshop.

continues today, the most recent being that presented by 
Earl Ferrers on 14th March 1997.

Amongst the further interesting and unusual 
representations of horseshoes is a carved wooden cleat 
which incorporates a deliberately broken horseshoe to be 
found inside the delightful church of Brooke. The cleat is 
one of a pair which control the ventilation to the chancel 
and were placed there to symbolically mark the passing of 
me county of Rutland in 1974, the horseshoe being the 
symbol of Rutland. Rutland has since re-gained its 
independence in 1997, but the feature has remained as a 
reminder of the county's past.

Earlier this century, an interesting article appeared in 
the Rutland Magazine and County Historical Record on the 
horseshoe in folklore. In addition to considering the 
Oakham castle horseshoe custom, the significance of the 
horseshoe in history was discussed. The author 
concluded that the custom of adopting the horseshoe as a 
token of good luck is comparatively modern whereas it 
was used more often in the past to ward off witches and 
evil spirits. Mention was made of church doors having 
been favourite places to nail horseshoes to, a practice 
particularly prevalent in the west country. There is a 
possible example of this at Ashby Folville, where fixed to 
the outside door of St. Mary's church are two very 
strange-looking horseshoe-like objects. The larger one at 
sixteen inches long is though too big to have ever been 
worn by a horse and also does not have the traditional 
inwards tapering horseshoe shape. Seventeen three inch 
long nails project outwards. The smaller one is less than 
half its size, has curved sides but no spikes and hangs 
diagonally below. Both are copies, for some reason the 
originals having been 'wantonly destroyed' sometime
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'Colonel Cheney in action' at Gaddesby church.

between being illustrated in Nichols' County History and 
the end of the nineteenth century.

But one of the most impressive local horseshoes must 
be that at Tinwell. Made of stone and standing around 
ten feet high, it frames the entrance to the village 
blacksmithis workshop. As John Timpson remarked on a 
similar horseshoe in Warwickshire,'It must be one of the 
best advertising gimmicks in the smithy business'. A 
more modest building on the village green at Burley-on- 
the-Hill is a less obvious former village blacksmiths. It 
does however have interesting and unusual connections 
having featured in the well-known Cherry Blossom shoe 
polish advertisements of the 1920s, whilst it is also 
claimed to have been the inspiration for Longfellow's 
poem The Village Blacksmith. Another poet, Hayley, is 
said to have written the lines which can be found on 
many a former blacksmith's gravestone up and down the 
country, a version of which can be found 
commemorating William Clark in South Kilworth 
churchyard and includes the lines:

"MY SLEDGE AND HAMMER LIE RECLESPD, MY
BELLOWS TO HAVE LOST THEIR WIND ..0 MY
COALS ARE SPENT, MY IRON GONE, MY NAILS

ARE DROVE, MY WORK IS DONE."

The importance of the horse for all manner of things, 
from practical uses for transporting goods and people, to 
uses for leisure, required a whole infrastructure, not only

of blacksmiths but of copious stabling and many other 
facilities. Of the more grandiose stable blocks which can 
be seen from public paths are those at Eastwell and in the 
woods at Willesley, the latter belonging to the now 
demolished Willesley Hall, and described by Pevsner as 
Vanbrughian in appearance.

Assistance for riders getting onto their horses was often 
provided in the form of mounting blocks. Hard to spot, 
often consisting of little more than plain rectangular or L- 
shaped blocks of stone, survivals can be seen at 
Gilmorton, and outside the Red Lion Hotel at Nether 
Broughton. Once underway, horse transport was thirsty 
work not only for the rider or driver, but also for the 
horse. Refreshment was provided by natural facilities 
such as streams and rivers but also by roadside fountains 
such as the attractive Lion's Head Fountain at Burton- 
on-the-Wolds. Later, specially provided drinking troughs 
like those now serving as flower troughs at Great Bowden 
and at Narborough Road junction in Leicester, were set 
up by welfare associations and others.

Water was also required for washing horses and carts, 
and horse ponds which provided this facility were once a 
common village feature. However most are now little 
more than references on old maps although the one at 
Glaston has been restored and is kept full of water.

Horse travel was not without its hazards and it was the 
death of Nathaniel Clark in a horse and cart accident in 
1813 which led to the highly unusual commemorative 
carving of a four-wheeled waggon and four horses across 
the top of his gravestone in Bisbrooke churchyard.

Equally unexpected in a church setting is the almost 
life-size statue of Colonel Edward Cheney (1778-1848) 
on his mount inside Gaddesby parish church. Excluding 
cathedrals only three similar statues are known to exist in 
English churches, although it must be said that the statue 
was not originally intended as a church monument. 
Carved by Joseph Gott, it shows Cheney in action at the 
battle of Waterloo when he had four horses killed under 
him and a fifth wounded all within the space of twenty 
four hours. Not far from Gaddesby church is the site 
where the famous racehorse Bendigo lies buried on 
private land, whilst visitors to Brooksby Agricultural 
College can still see the stone which commemorates Lord 
Cardigan's mount The Dandy.

Lastly, mention must be made of one of the most eye 
catching sites in the area where amongst the 150 yew 
trees of the noted Yew Tree Avenue at Clipsham is a 
topiary 'hunt' with a fox on one tree, and a pack of 
hounds and huntsmen spread over other trees.

Perhaps it is not surprising that Noel Coward described 
the Shires in the 1930s as a 'horse-infested paradise'. You 
do not however need to be a horse-lover to appreciate the 
varied and often unusual 'equine' features of the 
Leicestershire and Rutland countryside, and it is hoped 
that the sites described will be of general interest as well 
as suggesting a different approach to exploring the area.

Joyce Lee is author of Who's Buried Where in Leicestershire 
(Leicestershire Libraries and Information Service 1991) and 
joint author with Jon Dean of Curiosities of Leicestershire and 
Rutland (S.B. Publications 1995) and A Leicestershire and 
Rutland Quiz Book (S.B. Publications 1996).
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LEICESTER CATHEDRAL PUBLICATIONS

Canon Michael Banks, Chancellor of Leicester Cathedral, has 
done much in the past decade to tell the Cathedral's story. 
The accent is on readability and simplicity to make the 
Cathedral and its life accessible to the general public. This 
accessibility is enhanced in many instances by the perceptive 
illustrations of Mr John Finnic, the Cathedral's Artist in 
Residence.

Let's look at Leicester Cathedral (£1), geared mainly for young 
people, is the best "opener" for visitors and for those who 
consider themselves "au fait" already. Dealing from an 
historical perspective, it contains points of interest in and 
around the building and gives pointers towards the spiritual 
tasks of the place. Welcome to Leicester Cathedral (50p), the 
illustrated guide for the visitor, rightly has the looks and feel of 
an up-market brochure for a provincial place of historic 
interest. Well pitched and beautifully illustrated, it shows the 
need for a well-produced, detailed guide.

Saints of Leicester Cathedral (at least 6 saints at 40p each), 
again open the heart and mind to desire further exploration 
and more detail. Saint Martin of Tours, the Cathedral's Patron 
Saint, is enjoying serious rediscovery today as an important 
spiritual enabler and innovator. Vivian Redlich, a twentieth 
century martyr, is a poignant reminder of Jesus Christ's spirit 
of love and sacrifice, and of the growing link in faith, hope and 
love between the Diocese of Leicester and Yokohama (Japan).

In two more detailed essays, Who was the first Bishop of 
Leicester (£1) and An Icon for Leicester Cathedral (£1), Canon 
Banks takes a more personal and more detailed line. His 
approach to Saxon local history and to the upper reaches of 
appreciating the Cathedral's wonderful icon are significant 
contributions to ancient and ongoing debate. Both are 
contributions to Leicester Cathedral's Festival year in 1997, 
giving thanks for the Diocese of Leicester and the 1600th 
anniversary of the death of St. Martin.

A Cathedral for Leicester (£1), a Cathedral Festival Year lecture 
by Lay Canon Terence Y Cocks, the Cathedral's Honorary 
Archivist, is a best-seller due to his way of making 
documentary evidence of the Cathedral's Edwardian 
foundation live and dance for today. A more modern 
document created prior to the ministries of the present staff, A 
Working Cathedral (40p) is sadly showing its datedness. 
Cathedrals cannot any longer regard themselves as somewhat 
elite and privatised - "open this and every day for its 
unpublicised ministry of prayer and worship". Cathedral 
survival is today's serious business!

Three further documents by lay people - two of them 1997 
Festival Festschriften - commend themselves because of their 
accessible idiom with loving attention to technical detail. In 
The Bells of Leicester Cathedral (£1), Peter J Staniforth gives a 
short but thorough induction course into appreciating the 
development and purpose of the 13 bells - some of the finest 
and most musical in the country. Simon Headley's The Organs 
of Leicester Cathedral from 1547 to the Present Day (£1) genially 
substantiates the place of music and its development in the 
parish church/cathedral offering of the best to God.

Roger Keene's clear treatise on Restoration of St Martin's 
Church Leicester (£1) - reprinted from the Transactions of the 
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society and 
published by the Society - makes fascinating sense of the 
present building and unfolds the personalities involved in the 
purposes of a finely restored 13th century church building. 
Roger Keene has been Surveyor of the Fabric and is now 
Leicester Cathedral Consultant Architect - a long and 
distinguished association.

April 1998 saw the reprinting of Between You, Me and the 
Gatepost (£2), "being the Letters of Rev John Mort, Vicar of 
St. John-in-Bedwardine to his Parishioners, 1945-52". 
Consecrated as Bishop of Northern Nigeria, and then 
ministering as Assistant Bishop in Leicester whilst Treasurer 
of Leicester Cathedral for eighteen years, the late Bishop John 
was much loved. His inimitable style and capacity for making 
people his friends and friends of God shine in this reprinting. 
The profits from the sale of this book go to benefit "Ty 
Hafan", the Children's Hospice in Wales.

Finally, the Administrative Chapter produces a free yellow 
Quarterly detailing items and views of varying interest and 
concern. This has a wide circulation amongst Leicester 
Cathedral congregations, friends and associates, and is 
available upon request.

Canon Michael Wilson 

CENTENARY PUBLICATIONS

BANDED TOGETHER: Leicestershire's worst mining 
disaster at Whitwick Colliery in 1898 Whitwick 
Historical Group 1997 0953197301 214p £6.00

A moving account of the dreadful night-time fire in the 
Whitwick Colliery and the agonising wait at the pit head as 
the rescue party searched for survivors; of the aftermath; the 
inquests and the struggle of the families and the community to 
rebuild their lives. Of the forty-two men and boys working in 
Number 5 Pit on the night of 19 April 1898 - thirty-five 
perished, twelve of their bodies never being recovered. An 
undetected fire had taken hold in a back-filled section near to 
the main roadway, filling it with smoke and fumes barring the 
way to the main shaft. The return airway, which should have 
been the emergency escape route, was narrow, difficult and so 
close to the main roadway that it, too, was affected by the 
noxious gases of the fire.

The book is based on official reports of the accident and on a 
vast quantity of painstaking research, including a large 
amount of anecdotal evidence collected over many years by 
John Colledge from interviews with survivors, families of the 
victims, members of the rescue party and men who worked for 
the undertakers. The emotional and financial struggles of the 
widows, orphans and elderly parents following the accident 
are detailed, as are the efforts of the mine management to 
distance themselves from any blame. The events are set neatly 
in context with chapters on family, church and recreation, 
well describing life in a small, rural mining village in late- 
Victorian times.
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It is an intensely local book and the feeling of a community 
shattered by tragedy is emphasised in the second part of the 
book which alphabetically lists the victims and gives details of 
their families and you realise that the men were fathers and 
sons, brothers, cousins and uncles.

Helen Edwards

LEICESTER SCHOOL OF FOOTWEAR: THE FIRST 
HUNDRED YEARS 1897-1997 Roger Beeby 
Southfields College 1997 32p

W. E. STURGESS: THE FIRST 100 YEARS 
Sturgess Motor Group 1997 20p

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO DEAF & 
HARD OF HEARING PEOPLE IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
Centre for Deaf People 1997 28p

Between them, these centenary publications illustrate several 
important aspects of 1890s Leicester, a "growing and 
flourishing" town looking optimistically, but not 
complacently, towards a new century. Though produced 
primarily for past and present staff, students or clients, copies 
are available in the Leicestershire Record Office.

A Technical School, to "give the work people an intelligent 
interest in their work and enable them to do their work to the 
best advantage", was first established in 1882. In 1897 it 
moved with the School of Art into a new building in The 
Newarke, which now forms the east wing of De Montfort 
University's Hawthorn Building (see the following review). The 
range of subjects taught, from hosiery, footwear and 
engineering to bookbinding, book-keeping and dressmaking, 
reflected the more complex and diverse nature of the local 
economy, as well as the increasingly competitive world 
beyond.

The centenary history of the Leicester School of Footwear 
outlines its origins as the College's Boot and Shoe 
Department, and the expansion of both buildings and courses 
over the years. These could be related more closely to the 
wider context of changing footwear technology and market 
conditions, but there are useful sections on the two World 
Wars, and on relations with local industries and trade unions. 
The latter part of the book consists of a varied collection of 
cuttings from newspapers and journals, and former staff and 
students will be particularly interested in the excellently 
reproduced group photographs.

Rising real incomes in the later 19th century made the 
products of new technology available to a wider market and 
stimulated demand in turn. The Sturgess Motor Group, 
founded by Walter Edwin Sturgess in 1897, originated in a 
two wheeled vehicle - the Austral bicycle. This was followed 
by a motorised cycle or velocipede, and in 1912 Sturgess 
became the first Rover dealer in the Midlands. The company 
also built its own charabancs (with bodies interchangeable 
with lorry bodies for goods deliveries) and offered day trips to 
Swidiland Woods for 2s 6d (12.5p) per person. By the early 
1950s, Sturgess - "and Sons" - was also dealing in Jaguars and 
Singers, and unlike similar enterprises taken over by larger 
concerns, it remains very much a family business. This is an 
attractive and readable history, which gives a very good sense 
of the company's development in the wider context of the 
motor industry over the last century. Local historians will be 
most interested in the snippets of oral histories, and the earlier

photographs of people, premises and vehicles. These are well 
reproduced, and include "before" and "after" shots of a 
World War n armoured car turned tow truck!

The general air of prosperity in Leicester in the 1890s also 
helped to highlight the needs of those who were not sharing in 
it, prompting a number of new charitable endeavours. These 
included the Society for the Blind, the Guild for the Crippled, 
and the Mission for the Deaf, which was part of the ministry 
of the Diocese of Peterborough. Its own centenary publication 
is arranged thematically, thus avoiding the "in this year" 
narrative which often marks histories based on annual reports 
or logs. Community, Sport & Leisure and Personalities are 
among the themes covered, the latter including James 
Mountcastle, inventor of the Mountcastle Silentbell, a flashing 
light doorbell patented in 1955. It also covers die work of the 
Mission elsewhere in the East Midlands, and contains a useful 
chronology charting the development of the service.

Changing attitudes and the desire of deaf and hard of hearing 
people for greater autonomy are illustrated by a comparison of 
"Mission Statements", showing a gradual shift from early 
twentieth century references to "protection", "assistance" 
and the "deserving deaf to greater consultation and a 
recognition of the right "to be in control of their own lives". 
There are some good quality archive photographs of people 
and events, and the layout is clear and uncluttered. Though 
brief, this is a useful addition to the wider history of disability 
as well as that of religious and charitable organisations in 
Leicester itself.

Cynthia Brown

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS - HAWTHORN
BUILDING 1897-1997
De Montfort University 1997

In 1997 De Montfort University (DMU) celebrated the 
centenary of die opening of a new building for die School of 
Art and the Technical School, later to be known as Leicester 
Polytechnic and now as die University's Hawthorn Building. 
The occasion has been marked by the publication of this A5- 
size colour brochure which traces the development not only of 
this building but of DMU as a whole. Details are presented in 
brief but informative paragraphs so that in just eight pages we 
find a summary of DMU's life and achievements, with 
numerous quotations, some from past prospectuses, showing 
die many types of classes and courses held over the years. The 
illustrations include architects' designs and photographs of 
students at work from die 1920s onwards. The antiquity of 
die site is indicated by an unusual photograph depicting die 
two surviving arches of die medieval Collegiate Church of die 
Annunciation, disclosed by die demolition of an old house for 
die extension of die Hawthorn Building in 1935, and another 
showing dieir present setting in die well-lit basement (looking 
rather more dignified than when surrounded by bicycle racks, 
as some former students will remember diem). The building is 
named after Mr J. H. Hawdiorn, first permanent headmaster 
of the Technical School. Mention is also made of other 
buildings built or acquired since 1897 and of DMU's overseas 
activities. This is a case of multum in parvo - much interesting 
material in little space.

Terence Cocks
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ROSEBERY SCHOOL LOUGHBOROUGH 1897 - 1997: 
a collection of events from the school register illustrated 
with old school photographs. 
Eric Oldham (ed.) David Dover 1997 33p £12.50

There have been a number of school histories published in the 
last few years as the centenaries have occurred. This book is 
produced for just that reason, the celebration of a centenary. 
Uniquely, however, the compiler, rather than merely making 
use of school records lets the log books speak for themselves. 
Some things never change: 20th September 1898: At 9.20 a 
paper examination was just commenced when the Inspector, Mr 
Dennis, walked in. "You have not come to inspect its, have you 
Sir,' asked the Head Master. "Yes I have,' was the reply, and 
immediately there was a temporary fluttering in the breasts of the 
young mistresses, but they were soon assured that there was not the 
slightest cause for any anxiety or embarrassment, and in a very 
short time the ordinary work of the school was resumed.

National events are noted: 22nd January 1901: We have to 
record with profound regret that Victoria our beloved Queen passed 
away at 6.30 this evening. Whilst simple statements bring us up 
sharp with events as they impacted on the school: 30th 
September 1938: Gas masks were distributed to all children who 
were present today; 31st August 1939: The school was closed at 3 
p.m. as a result of a decision to evacuate children from Sheffield.'

The chronological arrangement of selected statements from 
the log books is complemented by statements from governors, 
teachers and former pupils of Rosebery school today, and 
contrasting descriptions of a day in the life of the school in 
1897 and 1997. The inclusion of excellent, clear, mostly sepia 
photographs, enhances the production of an unusually 
attractive volume of interest to a wider audience than that 
presumably aimed at, the past and present pupils, friends and 
associates of a school of which to be proud.

Jennifer Sandys

A CENTURY OF PROGRESS: MORRIS IN
LOUGHBOROUGH
George Toms Reprint 1997 36p £4.50

This small booklet traces the history of the crane 
manufacturing business established by Herbert Morris in 
Loughborough in 1897 from its earliest origins in 1884 to its 
modern role as a flourishing part of a world-wide business 
conglomerate. George Toms has applied his usual expertise in 
engineering matters to create a readable and informative 
account of the company's development. As such it will be a 
useful reference tool bringing up to date and adding further 
details to the story first told in David Wainwright's Cranes and 
Craftsmen: the story of Herbert Morris Ltd. published in 1974. 
The account of the later take-over bids and struggles for 
control in the nineties will be particularly valuable. It is, 
however, a story told from the management's perspective only 
and there is little reference to the experience of the employee.

The booklet is illustrated with some interesting advertising 
material and fascinating photographs of cranes in operation in 
far-Sung places. It must be said that it is a little let down by 
the quality of the printing and there are rather too many errors 
in the text which should not have escaped proof-reading. 
Nonetheless such minor grumbles should not detract from the 
booklet's usefulness as a succinct yet detailed business history.

Jess Jenkins

Other centenary publications

A century of cycling: marking the 100th anniversary of 
the Leicestershire and Rutland District Association of 
Cyclists' Touring Club Ken Hoxley (ed) The author 
1997 1871431085 172p

WOLDS RECOLLECTIONS: celebrating a decade of 
the Wolds Historical Organisation 1987-1997 
RNTrubshaw 0951734326 39p

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
Arthur Mee The King's England series: reprint of 1937
edition 1997 1872438024 £14.95

It is a pleasure to welcome the return of an old friend in this 
re-issue of the first edition of Arthur Mee's book. There have 
been several series of books describing the counties of 
England but it is doubtful whether any have rivalled the 
King's England series. A revised edition of this volume 
appeared in 1967, but with some cutting of text and with 
fewer illustrations. The towns and villages of the two counties 
are described alphabetically, with brief notes on the parish 
churches and other notable buildings, written for the general 
reader rather than the specialist. Accounts are given of any 
historical event or noteworthy person connected with the 
locality (indeed in a few cases the connection between parish 
and personality appears somewhat remote) and some of only 
local note, such as John Bold of Stoney Stanton.

Some passages show the time at which the book appeared 
(1937). This is most apparent in the city of Leicester: William 
Carets now vanished cottage is described, as are "the grey 
buildings of University College", whereas Leicester now has 
two universities, both with outstanding buildings, apart from 
many other changes. In the descriptions of rural areas there is 
less evidence of change, though some mansions mentioned 
have been demolished and Rutland Water did not exist. 
Another indication of the period is the mention of 1914-18 
war memorials and of two "Thankful Villages", 
Leicestershire's Willesley and Rutland's Teigh, where all those 
who went to fight in that war returned safely. The illustrations 
are numerous and well-chosen. All in all, this is a book to 
widen one's knowledge of the two counties and their history, 
and it does so in a very readable manner.

Terence Cocks

THE HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS OF 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND Leonard Cantor 
and Anthony Squires 
Kairos Press 1997 1871344158 84p £6.50

This is a book that would 
appeal to those people 
researching the history of 
the county, those looking 
at landscape history as well 
as those with a general 
interest in the history of 
the county. The book 
looks at the development 
of the parks and gardens of 
Leicestershire beginning 
with the eleventh century
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and continuing to the present day. There are short histories of 
many of the parks and gardens, both private and public, in the 
county and city. It follows the fashions of garden design 
nationally and looks at how they had an effect on the 
Leicestershire landscape. It is a well researched book that has 
a number of good illustrations and photographs as well as a 
readable text. A book that is worth adding to your collection.

Lois Edwards

A LIFE OF CONTINUOUS STRAIN: TEACHERS AND 
THEIR UNION IN LEICESTER 1904-1914 
Steve Ruffle City of Leicester Teachers' Association 
(NUT) 1997 £2.50.

This brief survey of the issues concerning the Leicester 
Teachers' Association in the decade before the First World 
War was prompted by the happy rediscovery of its minute 
books in the loft of a former Secretary. The quotation which 
forms its title will strike a chord with anyone in close contact 
with teachers today; indeed the parallels are striking. 
Edwardian teachers were faced with 'a life of continuous 
strain' attributable to overlarge classes, crowded timetables 
and 'cast iron syllabuses', religious and secular wrangling on 
educational issues, schools opting out of local authority 
control, low pay and status, financial pressures, a hostile 
media, and educational 'faddists' in high places. Sounds 
horribly familiar, doesn't it?

The text examines these and other issues in a series of short, 
themed chapters including frequent quotations from the 
Association's minutes and the local press. The background is 
filled out attractively by a series of contemporary cartoons 
(from Punch'?') which reflect at a glance the views and 
prejudices of the day. As an 'outsider' I would have liked a 
few more words of explanation on some of the key issues (e.g. 
the Association's Sustentation Fund, the West Ham dispute), 
and also to have been introduced to 'Alpha', the Association's 
press correspondent who is quoted extensively, before the 
sixth from last page. The booklet is cheaply produced: 
photocopied A4 pages, spiralbound. It has to be said that the 
author and publisher would not get top marks for attention to 
detail. There are no page numbers and alterations to the text 
have been clumsily made in a different typeface. More 
worrying is the apparently sketchy proof-reading which has 
left a disturbing number of grammatical and syntactical lapses 
in place.

Despite these negative notes, Steve Ruffle has done a valuable 
service in underlining the recurrence of so many themes in 
educational debate across nearly a century. Happily he is able 
to balance the depressing familiarity of many of the issues with 
at least one (women's suffrage) where demonstrable progress 
has been made, and by the shining idealism of some of the 
Association's leading figures. Some of the most striking 
passages appear in the three pages of extracts from 
presidential addresses to the Leicester Association. These 
reflect committed teachers battling against the odds for a view 
of education as an improving force in society. In the eloquent 
words of Miss Hawley, Head of Moat Road Infants, in 1906, 
'There are two critical terms, savoirfaire - knowing to do, and 
savoir vivre - knowing to live'. It is sad but necessary that their 
successors must refight the same battles against 'the 
departmental authority, the theorist, the faddist' for the same 
guiding principles.

Carl Harrison

Other recent publications

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB
FIRST-CLASS RECORDS 1894-1996
Dennis Lambert (ed) Limlow Books 1997 1874524211
130p

NAKED SOLDIERS [re. the Leicestershire Regiment] 
J Kynoch Charnwood Publs. 2nd ed. 1997 £9.95

TRACING ANCESTORS IN RUTLAND
C. R. Chapman Lochin Publs. 1997 187368617X £5.00

CITY OF LEICESTER

IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES IN LEICESTER 1997 
Cynthia Brown (ed.) Living History Unit (Guides to 
Local Resources 5) 1997 4p

Within four pages, this Guide encapsulates a body of useful 
information out of all proportion to its size. A "Background" 
section identifies the main immigrant groups coming into 
Leicester over the last 200 years. There follow sections 
referring researchers to primary sources (mainly available at 
the Leicestershire Record Office), newspapers and periodicals, 
published works, and unpublished theses and dissertations. 
There are notes on oral history and miscellaneous local 
sources, and finally a list of non-local, background 
publications.

In gathering all this information into such a brief compass, 
Cynthia Brown has done researchers a great service. The brief 
introduction to the topic and the bibliographies are invaluable 
in themselves. She also gives good advice en route, such as to 
watch out for the political bias of newspapers (not always 
immediately evident to the historical researcher), and on the 
need to approach potential oral history interviewees 
sensitively. No-one should ever think of beginning work on 
immigration into Leicester without consulting this Guide first.

Carl Harrison

LEICESTER ON PARADE (VIDEO) 
Living History Unit 1997 1901156303 £13.50

This is the latest in the Living History Unit's series of 
compilations of cine films transferred to video. It follows the 
usual formula of films on a broad theme - in this case 
"Leicester takes to the streets from the 1930s to the 1990s" - 
accompanied by brief narration, some interviews with 
reminiscing locals and 'appropriate' music. The video is a 
good one of its type. The subject matter is varied and includes 
scenes of everyday life at home and on the street as well as the 
more obvious civic occasions and celebratory parades. At 
times it seems film was used because it was available (why else 
should film of the Ratby area be included?) but the overall 
effect is pleasing variety rather than a job-lot.

The reminiscences are usually pertinent and often charming. 
Even the narration, which at times plumbs the depths of 
banality, does make some nice points: is Semper Eadem really 
the ideal motto for so self-destructing a city? And how many 
petrol coupons did it take to send the Duke of Rutland and 
his immense 'motorcade' to inspect Ratby's A.R.P.? The 
music occasionally jars. The Ratby Co-op Band was a good 
choice (and rather better than the electronically generated 
accompaniment) but is a march composed for the Luftwaffe
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in the film "Battle of Britain" really suitable for Leicester's 
•War Weapons Week' parade? Perhaps it is. The video is to be 
recommended. Those who might be tempted to switch off 
once more up-to-date film (of Caribbean Carnivals and 
Diwali celebrations) appears should resist. One of the best 
films - irritatingly slightly obscured by the titles - conies at the 
very end. 'To Bradgate Park and back in 2 minutes' alone 
almost justifies the slightly high cost of the video.

Robin Jenkins

Other recent publications

BEAUMONT LEYS AND HOME FARM 
Cynthia Brown and others (eds) 
Neighbourhood Centre 1997 lip

Home Farm

GRANBY STREET: JOSEPH GODDARD AND 
GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE 
Midland Bank Archives 1997 2p

OLD LEICESTER 
Leicester Mercury 1997 28p

TOWNS AND VILLAGES

CHANGING TIMES IN BARROW UPON SOAR,
QUORNDON, SILEBY AND
MOUNTSORREL NORTH END IN THE 18TH
CENTURY
Stephen Joyce Reprint 1997 116p

This is a scholarly work by Stephen Joyce, a direct 
transcription of his MA thesis: The impact of external change in 
the locality of Barrow-upon-Soar, Quorndon, Sileby and 
Mountsorrd North End, 1750-1801, the only differences being a 
simplified title, the omission of the abstract, and a rather 
attractively designed title page, depicting Barrow bridge in the 
18th century, by John Flowers. The title may deceive the 
layperson into thinking
that this is a work of general interest. However, this is a good, 
solid, academic text, with extensive references, aimed more at 
the specialist or research end of the market. One minor 
criticism - reproduction of maps and illustrations is rather 
poor.

Linda Kettle

KIRBY BELLARS: a parish history 
Alan Fox £5.00

This is a most comprehensive study, as every aspect of the 
history of Kirby Bellars appears to have been included, with 
notes on the local geology and physical geography. It is the 
fruit of much research into parish registers, census returns and 
other local records, up to recent years. There are chapters on 
the early history of the area and the medieval period, with an 
account of the parish church, which was originally a chantry 
(not chantrey as in the text) college and later an Augustinian 
priory. A history of fanning is given, especially detailed for the 
18th and 19th centuries, including the use of fields for 
different crops as recently as 1991. There are also details of 
village events and hunting parties, and notes on transport by 
road and canal. Various tables are provided, one of which 
gives the occupations of male residents between 1813 and 
1897. As with so many villages, this century has seen

tremendous changes in Kirby Bellars. The author traces old 
family names and notes their disappearance in modern times 
and, even more significantly, the disappearance of farming as 
an occupation, after having been the main occupation since 
the compilation of the Domesday Book.

The author lived in the village and taught at Melton 
Mowbray, so was well placed to carry out his investigations, 
which must have spread over a considerable time. His 
account has been produced by the reprographic department of 
King Edward VTI Upper School, Melton Mowbray. There are 
thirty photographs, old and new, some of which, it must be 
said are rather unclear, and a good number of plans to 
illustrate the text.

Terence Cocks

Other recent publications

BASICALLY BARWELL: village life in the 1920s and
1930s
Tom Johnson Earl Shilton and District Local History
Group 1997 7p £0.50

BURROUGH HOUSE AND GARDENS 
Barbara Keene The author 1997 8p

KNIPTON: a Leicestershire Village
John O'Connor Whittington Press 1996 1854280384

SOUTH WIGSTON BETWEEN THE WARS: 1914-45 
Peter Mastin Windhover Publs 1997 0953046117 64p

SOUTH WIGSTON: THE EARLY YEARS: 1883-1913 
Peter Mastin Windhover Publs 1997 0953046109 64p

THORNTON THROUGH THE YEARS
Thornton Community Centre 1997 0953076601 87p

PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEYS

MEMORY LANE LEICESTER 
Peter Hollins and Steve England 
1859830889 197p

Breedon Books 1997

AROUND LUTTERWORTH
Geoff Smith (ed) Chalford Publs. 1997 0752410180 128p

WIGSTON MAGNA AND SOUTH
Ducan Lucas and others Chalford Publs.
0752407899 128p

1997

Old/antique/historical photographs must represent one of the 
greatest growth areas in post-war publishing. I can clearly 
remember the fascination of the first, country-life, volume that 
I encountered - probably in the late 1950s or early 1960s and 
published, I think, by Batsford. Memory Lane is a handsome, 
large format, hardback that is the second to feature 
photographs from the Leicester Mercury library and has been 
compiled by its librarian, Steve England and Peter Hollins of 
its Creative Department. The reproduction of the 
photographs is outstandingly good so that even quite small 
lettering on distant posters is clearly legible. Despite its title, 
the volume does contain photographs from the rest of the 
county but Leicester predominates and the city centre 
especially so. Arrangement is very broadly by self-explanatory
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topic, for instance "Earning a Living" and "Leisure and 
Pleasure"; however, I didn't expect "Open all Hours" to be 
mainly about shops though it is a rich source of nostalgia with 
photographs of, for instance, Robotham's in Belvoir Street 
and Kunzle's Cafe on Granby Street. Many of the 
photographs document dramatic change - in the case of an 
1877 photograph of the present site of the London 
Road/Victoria Park Road/Mayfield Road roundabout (p8) 
change so great that my attempts to relate the roads shown to 
those on the ground today have been defeated. Just 
occasionally I would have liked a bit more information in the 
accompanying text - for instance, what is the date of the 
photograph of the Cricketers' Rest Inn on Abbey Gate with 
the lamp above the door advertising "Pleasure Boats for Hire" 
(p84)? But my niggles are very minor; by and large this is a 
fascinating volume that by today's standards is extremely good 
value.

Around Lutterworth and Wigston Magna and South are recent 
superior paperback additions to the expanding Chalford 
Archive Photographs series in a format only half the size of 
Memory Lane. Around Lutterworth covers the area extending 
from Lutterworth to Broughton Astley in one direction and 
South Kilworth in the other, 
with Lutterworth itself 
occupying the middle half of 
the volume. It has been 
compiled from the holdings 
of the small but fascinating 
Lutterworth Museum by 
Geoff Smith who contributes 
a brief historical introduction. 
Wigston Magna and South has 
been compiled jointly by 
Duncan Lucas, Tricia Berry 
and Peter Mastin, who each 
write about their feelings for 
Wigston and the development 
of their interest in its 
photographic history. The 
arrangement of the volume is chronological: Before 1900, 
Edwardian Days, From 1911 to 1920, etc. The texts by Geoff 
Smith and the Wigston compilers are one of several factors 
contributing to a real and living sense of place which the two 
volumes convey, as are the relatively small areas they cover. 
Yet another is the very effective use made of reproductions of 
posters, public notices and advertisements; for instance in 
Lutterworth of Woodfords who in 1915 supplied "high-class 
society's writing tablets" and "Stephens Sponge-top guns" 
("liberal discount for cash"), while in Wigston in 1908 T. H. 
Hodgkin - "complete funeral furnisher" - not only made 
"every description of coffin to order" but also drew attention 
to his "pair-horse saloon brake" and "accommodated parties 
attending opera, dances etc."

The sense of place that these volumes convey adds an extra 
dimension to the interest of the individual photographs and 
means that you don't have to know the places themselves to 
appreciate and enjoy the photographs of them; knowing very 
little of Wigston beforehand, I can now understand and share 
in the editors' feeling for it. Overall, three very attractive 
additions to our libraries of Leicestershire's photographic 
history.

Colin Jones

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: a nostalgic look
at the counties since 1945
John Stretton Past and Present Pnbls. 1997 1858951097
£19.95

In the last few years numerous books have appeared with 
photographs illustrating life prior to 1914, taken as a turning- 
point in English history, but fewer of a more recent period. 
Now a series is being produced, The Counties of England - Past 
and Present of which this is the first volume, showing changes 
since 1945, another turning-point. It contains over 280 
photographs, presented in pairs, the older ones dating from 
about that time and their companions from 1996. In a brief 
introduction the author, who was brought up in Leicestershire 
but now lives elsewhere, describes his book as "a massive 
undertaking" and "a labour of love". Both statements can be 
believed. An observant eye and an affection for the area are 
evident from the photographs and the comments below them. 
There is a foreword from Jonathan Agnew, the former county 
cricketer, another lover of the area.

The older photographs will interest both those who recall the 
scenes and those for whom they form part of history. Some 
views have changed surprisingly little in fifty years, but others 
are barely recognisable today, not only because of new 
buildings but sometimes simply from the growth of trees. A 
few form fascinating period pieces, such as one showing an 
imposing group of trees in Humberstone Gate. Interspersed 
are smaller illustrations of the everyday past - pages of 
newspapers, advertisements, even bus tickets, and a table 
showing prices of some commodities every ten years between 
1950 and 1990. This book is an excellent record of the local 
changes of the past half-century.

Terence Cocks

LOUGHBOROUGH IN OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
David R. Burton Alan Sutton 1997

As with all the volumes in the Britain in Old Photographs series, 
the presentation of this title is excellent - photographs are well 
produced, clear and well-captioned, with the contents loosely 
organised around themes, such as People, Streets and Events. 
I have to say, though, that the selection of photographs 
suggests that they have been gathered together, 
indiscriminately, following a plea through local newspapers for 
any photographs relating to a particular community - in this 
case, Loughborough - with little thought as to arrangement. 
There is certainly some chronological and topographical leap 
frogging, particularly in the section on Streets. In addition, 
there are one or two quite obvious inaccuracies, such as the 
supposed illustration of Devonshire Square (page 8) which 
really shows the opposite end of the Market Place and, more 
striking, the illustration on page 43 is certainly not 
Loughborough at all (could it be of Market Harborough?)

One small niggle, the 'People' section includes rather too 
many photographs of the Woods family (Who are they? you 
might well ask). Certainly a case of not being able to see the 
trees for the Woods!

Steve Kettle
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LOUGHBOROUGH'S PAST IN OLD PICTURE
POSTCARDS
Walter Leeson 1997 £4.50 22p

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SHEPSHED 
Michael Smith 1997 £4.50 lip

SILEBY IN OLD POSTCARDS 
Hazel Woodcock 1997 £4.50 21p

These three publications from David Dover's 'Reprint' 
imprint represent poor value for the cover price of £4.50 per 
title. The production is low quality, with badly produced 
photographs and no structure in terms of layout and content. 
None of the publications give author biographical details or 
any acknowledgement of sources used. The result is a 
confusing hotchpotch of images and texts. The Loughborough 
and Sileby volumes are collections of picture postcards, but 
could be better organised and more representative of the 
communities concerned. The Brief History of Shepshed is so 
brief as to exclude most of the important developments that 
helped to shape the history of the town, not least the fact that 
Shepshed was one of the most important centres of hosiery 
manufacture in 19th century Leicestershire. In each case, a 
brief introduction explaining the origin of the publication 
would have been useful.

GeoffWright

ECHOES FROM THE PAST: a century of 
Loughborough memories in words and pictures. 
Loughborough Echo, 21 November 1997

This is a special edition of the Loughborough Echo, the 
town's weekly newspaper, commemorating its centenary. A 
delightful stroll down Memory Lane, with lovely photographs 
and accompanying anecdotal text. Pure nostalgia! Definitely 
worth more than a passing glance.

Steve Kettle

Other recent publications

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR: Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves in pictures 1997 0850224144 
£4.99

BURBAGE IN OLD PICTURE POSTCARDS 
FShaw 1996

ARCHAEOLOGY AND LANDSCAPE HISTORY

HAMLET AND FIELD: changing medieval settlements 
in Central England
Carenza Lewis and others (eds) Manchester University 
Press 1997 0719045770 255p

Have you ever wondered how the scatter of villages, hamlets 
and individual homesteads in the landscape came about? This 
book sets out to explore the reasons for this, concentrating on 
the period 850 to around 1500 with particular reference to the 
midland counties of Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire. The pattern of rural 
settlement has not been produced by chance and the authors 
detail the many factors - economic, social, political and 
environmental - which are at the heart of current thinking on 
how our present-day settlement patterns were evolved during

the medieval period. Why are some areas of the midland 
counties dominated by nucleated villages whilst others are 
littered with hamlets and individual homes? Why so many 
deserted or shrunken village sites? Why such apparent ebbing 
and flowing over the centuries of the collective fortunes of 
people in particular localities? What the authors impress upon 
us is the fact that there are no definitive answers to such 
questions. We can only look at the archaeological and 
documentary evidence and interpret this to arrive at some 
meaningful conclusions about the circumstances of local 
communities in this period.

This is an incisive drawing together of present day views on 
the formation of settlement patterns in the medieval period 
and it is full of examples from the midland counties of the 
complex factors that influenced the life of particular 
communities during the period in question. The book is well 
supplied with maps and drawings, but alas not photographs, 
to illustrate the evidence and authors' interpretations. 
Detailed though it is the style of the writing makes it very 
readable and the general reader should not be put off. There 
is much to be gleaned from it to help him or her take a fresh 
look at the local pattern of settlement. For the more serious 
student of local history it offers a great deal of material to sift, 
assess and test on the ground.

Jo Kennedy

TRIPONTIUM
Jack Lucas Published privately by Irene Glendinning
1997 136p

Those who have an interest in Roman Leicestershire will be
familiar with the Roman
settlement of Tripontium
situated on the county
boundary with
Warwickshire. Associated
with Tripontium is the
name of Jack Lucas and the
Rugby Archaeology Society
for they have been involved
with fieldwork there since
1962. The subtitle of the
book is 'The discovery and
excavation of a Roman
settlement on Watling
Street near Rugby' and its
136 pages relate the story of
season after season of excavation and of the finds that have
come from those excavations. The note on the back cover says
of the book 'An entertaining account ... ... non-technical
report about a long-term on-going archaeological 
excavation...' It is certainly not the traditional highly technical 
excavation report and, as such, will be of a wider interest. For 
those who will want to see the detailed evidence it is to be 
hoped that a more extensive account is in preparation and will 
be published in the future.

There are over 122 illustrations, many in colour. Nearly every 
page has some form of illustration, whether it be a 
photograph, drawing or amusing(?) sketch. To find so many 
colour pictures in a book of this price is unusual and it is 
unfortunate that their final printing has not done them justice, 
although the cover has come out well. It is a pity that there is 
not a better overall plan of the area where one can identify the 
range of features discussed in the text, e.g. the location of the 
section across the defences on the site plan on oage 16.

Tbfr dt*Mver> tod etravKton of a UM«»H 
Mnkmeftt on the Wailing SfrtM itw Hwjtl<y
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The chapter (7) on tiles and graffiti will be of particular 
interest to Leicestershire readers for it contains a detailed 
discussion on the reasons for naming the tribe in this region 
the Corieltauvi rather than Coritani. Jack Lucas and his team 
are to be congratulated for producing such a readable account 
of their work over the past 30 years. It is one anybody 
interested in Leicestershire's archaeology should buy and 
read.

Alan Me Whirr

OLD SLEAFORD REVEALED
Sheila M. Elsdon Oxbow Monograph, Nottingham
Studies in Archaeology 2,1997, NolS

This book is of particular interest to Leicestershire readers 
since Old Sleaford (Lines.) was the predecessor of Leicester as 
the tribal capital of the Corieltauvi (formerly known as the 
Coritani), whose territory centred on Lincolnshire, 
Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire. It was at Old Sleaford 
that, in the century before the Roman conquest of Britain, the 
Corieltauvi had their major mint, producing the most 
northerly coinage, and incidentally the largest collection of 
mint debris known from Iron Age Europe. Imports of early 
Roman pottery show that they were in direct contact with the 
continent and their own locally-produced stamped and 
rouletted pottery was of exceptionally fine quality. They were 
not, as was once thought, a backward people, lacking contact 
with the cultural influences of the Roman world.

So far, little is known from Leicestershire about the tribe of 
which, in the Roman period, Leicester (Ratae 
Corieltauvorum) became the administrative centre. 
Reinforced by the finds from Old Sleaford, the evidence 
shows that they were wealthy, minting large quantities of 
inscribed coin, importing fine pottery from Roman Gaul and 
Italy, as well as from the tribes of Southern Britain, and 
themselves producing pottery decorated with such artistry that 
their potters must have been highly-regarded specialists. The 
vast quantity of evidence from disconnected excavations and 
discoveries at Old Sleaford from 1882 to 1995 has been drawn 
together, interpreted, and clearly presented by Sheila Elsdon, 
making this volume, as Professor Barry Cunliffe remarks in his 
preface, 'a major contribution to international scholarship'.

A. K. B. . Evans

Other recent publications

BILLESDON'S ANCIENT MONUMENT
G. W. Bromley Billesdon Local History Group 1997 8p

CHURCHES

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE DOMINICANS IN
LEICESTER
Isidore Clarke O.P. Holy Cross Priory 1997 26p

This little book tells the story of the Order of Friars Preachers 
(Dominicans or Black Friars) in Leicester since they were first 
established by Simon de Montfort 750 years ago. It is written 
by a brother of the Order at Holy Cross Priory and published, 
appropriately, by De Montfort University. The tale of the first 
house, up to its dissolution in 1538, is soon told. There is 
then a lapse until the early 18th century and from that time an 
informative account is given of the revival of the Roman

Catholic Church in Leicestershire, in which the Dominicans 
played a large part. Mass was celebrated in various country 
mansions, the priests coming in disguise at first as this was 
strictly illegal. In the last decade of the century, small chapels 
were opened at Hinckley and Leicester; the first building at 
Holy Cross was commenced in 1817.

As late as 1815 there had been only seven Roman Catholic 
families in Leicester but after the passing of the Catholic 
Emancipation Act of 1829, and as the population increased, 
the number rose rapidly. A school was opened in 1824 in the 
building now known as St Clement's Hall - a symbol of 
continuity as in 1247 the friars had taken over St Clement's 
church. Priory status was granted to Holy Cross in 1882. The 
present church, a prominent feature of New Walk, was 
blessed for worship in 1931, though not finally completed 
until 1958. The book, which is illustrated, gives details of the 
ministry of priests in charge of the Leicester mission, and has 
a useful list of principal events. It is a valuable addition to 
books dealing with the religious history of Leicestershire.

Terence Cocks

THE CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL, HARSTON 
Roland W Morant 1997 4p

SAINT MARY'S CHURCH, ASHWELL 1997 3p

A great deal could be said in general about the range and 
value of leaflets or small books which emanate from the parish 
churches of Leicestershire and Rutland detailing their 
historical development. However, this is not the place to 
embark on such a debate. It is, though, worth pointing out 
that those who produce these works often struggle to find 
people to write them and the finances to produce them, and 
they have to be congratulated in persevering against all the 
odds to get something into print which can be used by 
visitors.

These two small works are typical of many which have 
appeared over the years. The leaflet on St Mary's, Ashwell, is 
a folded A4 sheet giving three sides of text and a front cover 
which is a black and white picture of the church from the east 
end. It has the appearance of having been photocopied. It 
contains a brief history of the building phases, details of three 
monuments, notes of some notable rectors and a brief 
reference to two recently made items which adom the church. 
A useful brief guide, but if you want more, take Pevsner.

The booklet on St Michael's, Harston, is slightly larger 
comprising 4 (A4) pages of text. The cover includes a colour 
picture of the church, presumably reproduced by colour 
photocopying which is now so good. In this case there is more 
in the booklet than in Pevsner! It begins with a history of the 
parish and church, and then describes the architectural details 
of each part of the church in turn. There is also a brief section 
on fittings and fixtures, and it is interesting to note that the 
one-manual organ came from Wyggeston's Hospital, which 
features in another review elsewhere in this volume. The final 
section is on the bells at Harston. As with the leaflet from 
Ashwell this will be a useful guide for visitors. What a pity 
neither of them has a plan to help the visitor.

Alan McWhirr
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STAINED GLASS IN RUTLAND CHURCHES: AN
HISTORICAL SURVEY
Paul Sharpling Rutland Local History & Record
Society
Rutland Record Series No. 3 1997 0907464246 78p
£12.00

A county the size of Rutland perhaps lends itself to definitive 
studies. That said however, there are few such studies as 
pleasing as this one. Paul Sharpling and the Rutland Local 
History and Record Society have done well. The book is 
beautifully illustrated, well set-out and clearly printed - all 
(thanks in part to a grant from the Hodge Trust) at a 
reasonable price.

Sharpling provides a historical survey of Rutland's stained 
glass; the reasons for its creation and its loss or damage. There 
is a gazetteer, ideal for stained-glass tourists (though they 
would be well advised to seek a better map than the early 19th 
century one provided) and a series of appendices listing the 
glass by subject, artists and manufacturers, heraldry and 
names of people commemorated. The bibliography is 
excellent too, listing archive and local sources as well as 
general works for those anxious to place Rutland in a national 
context. This book really ought to be on the bookshelves of 
any Rutland local historian, armorist, ecclesiologist or indeed 
anyone who appreciates a well produced book. Personally I 
cannot wait to motor out to see the 15th century birds at 
Clipsham or Ayston's St. Thomas Becket (with a sword 
through his mitre!).

Robin Jenkins

A HISTORY OF THE SALVATION ARMY IN
LOUGHBOROUGH
David Dover Reprint 1997 17p

David Dover outlines for us the beliefs of the Salvation Army 
and gives us a brief outline of its formation in 1865 by 
William Booth along with a sketch of Booth's own life. He 
then gives a brief history of the Salvation Army in 
Loughborough. The print is clear and easy to read and nine of 
the eighteen pages are given up to photographs of past 
Salvationists. Mr. Dover concludes with the Doctrines of the 
Salvation Army and a paragraph about the new Citadel which 
was built in 1991. Although this is primarily a book for people 
with an interest in the Salvation Army it has something to 
offer those with an interest in the social history of 
Loughborough.

Pat Grundy

Other recent publications

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, LITTLE CASTERTON 
Brian Harris 4p

HEALTH AND WELFARE

MOTHERCRAFT AND MATERNITY: Leicester's 
maternity and infant welfare services 1900-1948 
Shirley Aucott Leicestershire Museums Arts and 
Records Service 1997 08S022408X 84p

ASHBY HOSPITAL: a century of caring 1899-1997: a 
souvenir brochure Ashby Hospital centenary 
Committee 1997 27p

Shirley Aucott looks at the provision of health care for 
Leicester's mothers and their children and its development 
from the turn of the century to the eve of the welfare state. 
The text is derived from extremely well researched written 
sources and oral histories. It is presented in a way that is both 
easy and enjoyable to read and the text is punctuated with 
photographic evidence. The book also has an extensive 
bibliography for anyone who would like to look at the sources 
used.

The second of these books is a celebration of a hospital that is 
continuing to serve the community of Ashby de la Zouch. The 
first half of the book tells a little of the history of the hospital 
and the second half uses the accounts of people who have had 
dealings with the hospital either working there or as patients. 
It is a well written and researched book that should appeal to 
those looking at the history of health care generally as well as 
those interested in the town of Ashby de la Zouch. Both of 
these books can be recommended to anyone with an interest 
in the history of health provision in Leicestershire.

Lois Edwards

A CERTAIN HOSPITAL FOREVER: A RECENT 
HISTORY OF WYGGESTON'S HOSPITAL 
James Thawley The Governors of Wyggeston's 
Hospital 1997 0 9531684 0 9 114p

This well-produced book is an account of Wyggeston's
Hospital from 1800 to the present day, thus building on two
previously published histories which concentrate on the earlier
periods of the hospital's history
since its foundation in 1513. It
is divided up into 14 untitled
sections and there is a group of
13 plates in the centre, 5 of
which are in colour. There is
no index or list of contents, but
as the sections are untitled
then perhaps a list of contents
would not be of any help! An
index, however, would help
researchers. Each section
contains references and the
details for each reference are
given at the back of the book.
There is no composite
bibliography.

A CERTAIN HOSPITAL 
FOREVER

iAMES THAWLEY

For much of the work James Thawley has relied upon the 
minute books of the Trustees in addition to the well-known 
works on nineteenth century Leicester, but it is the 
unpublished records of the Hospital which have given 
Thawley a detailed insight into the workings of the Trust. One 
of Leicester's most influential figures was David Vaughan and 
'particular attention is given to the role of David Vaughan, 
Master of the Hospital 1860 - 1905, in whose life and work 
the liberal reforming spirit of the nineteenth century is 
symbolised'. There is no doubt that this well-written and 
authoritative account will become a standard work for those 
delving into Leicester's past, especially that of the nineteenth 
century.

Alan McWhirr

27



Leicestershire Historian
LEICESTER'S ROYAL FOUNDATION: THE
HOSPITAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY
TY Cocks The Governors of Trinity Hospital 1997 63p

There has been a number of books and papers written about 
Trinity Hospital and this small booklet is an attempt to distil a 
large amount of published information into a readable and 
conveniently sized publication. In addition, however, Mr 
Cocks has made use of the archives of Trinity Hospital to 
embellish what has been previously written and to bring it up 
to date. The reason behind the writing of this work is to mark 
the six-and-a-half centuries the hospital functioned on the 
same site in The Newarke before it moved in 1995 to a new 
building on the west bank of the River Soar some 200 yards 

away.

WJYAL FOUNDATION: 

!.1E HOSPITAL OF

THE HOLY TRINITY

The titles of the chapters reflect the 
history of the hospital and almshouses 
since its foundation in 1331; From 
Foundation to Reformation, 1331- 
1548; Reformation to Rebuilding, 
1548-1776; Two Rebuildings and a 
Removal, 1776-1995 and Buildings 
Old and New. There are in the centre 
8 plates which are not arranged in the 
conventional way facing in the same 
direction, which makes it awkward 
when viewing them. It is a pity that 
the author did not include a plan of 

the buildings showing the chapel, just for the sake of 
completeness. It would also have helped readers who are not 
familiar with Leicester to have a map locating the various 
buildings mentioned in the text.

This is a very useful summary of the history of Trinity 
Hospital and, along with J Thawley's recent history of 
Wyggeston Hospital, makes a valuable addition to one's 
library of Leicester books.

Alan Me Whirr

INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

THE HISTORY OF THE MELTON MOWBRAY PORK
PIE
Trevor Hickman Alan Sutton Publishing 1997
0750916273 160p £9.99

According to the author, many people, including the former 
Prime Minister, John Major, have identified the need for a 
book to celebrate the unique position of the Melton Mowbray 
Pork Pie. Largely composed of photographs: of pie-making 
processes, retail establishments, advertisements etc., this book 
traces the evolution of the pork pie from Saxon times when 
the meat was wrapped in crude pastry to form a protective 
case discarded before eating, to the 19th century when 
Melton had become a focal point for serious hunting and a 
parcel of pork meat was found to provide excellent portable 
fare suited to survive the rough handling of a huntsman's 
pocket. Thus the pork pie, hitherto the fare of cottager and 
farmer, became popular with gentlemen more used to game, 
beef or veal. In 1831 Edward Adcock started to export his pies 
to London making use of the daily stage coach. A decade later 
use was being made of the newly opened railways to transport 
pies to the metropolis.

Dickinson and Morris are probably the best known piemakers 
but other bakers in the Vale of Belvoir are discussed as are

those in Stamford and 
Peterborough. However 
the author defines the 
real Melton pie, which 
should be made within 
25 miles of the town, it 
should be hand-raised, 
made of chopped pork, 
grey in colour, seasoned 
with herbs and filled 
with set gelatine gravy. 
As well as researching 
the history of pie- 
making and the related 
industries of pig rearing 
and flour-milling, and 
providing specific 
information on the 
makers, we are given an 
excellent insight into the 
economy and social 
history of the period.

Jennifer Sandys

TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES: THEIR RENAISSANCE
AND THE HINCKLEY
FACTORY
JohnTipler Crowood Press 1997 1861260415 160p £19.95.

This is not a book with instant appeal for the local historian, 
rather one to be laid down until it is reaches sufficient 
maturity (i.e. is sufficiently out of date), at which point I 
suspect it will be of considerable interest. It is a typical 
example of a book for enthusiasts. The author is a motoring 
journalist, writing for an audience expected to have no 
problems with a fairly high level of technical detail, although 
this is eased somewhat by his informal style. The book opens 
with a brief history of the Triumph bicycle, motorcycle and 
motorcar manufacturing concerns from the 1880s to the 
collapse of the Meriden workers' co-operative in 1983. The 
emphasis is on the evolution of the motorcycles and I imagine 
all or most of the business history is available more fully 
elsewhere, (although I would be interested to know more 
about the 'Labour' government which allegedly wiped out the 
co-operative's debt in 1981!) Of course all of this history 
occurred in and around Coventry so it is not properly of 
interest to Leicestershire historians at all.

The purchase of the Triumph name by John Bloor and his 
establishment of a new factory at Hinckley marked an entirely 
fresh start, and the description of this enterprise and its 
products is the meat of the book. There are very detailed 
accounts of the factory itself, the manufacturing process, the 
products (including what they are like to ride) and their sales 
and marketing. The sections on manufacture are fleshed out 
with details on working methods and quotes from the 
workforce. It is this minute and systematic examination of a 
contemporary manufacturing business, copiously illustrated, 
which will be the book's lasting value. I can imagine 
business/industrial historians of the future drooling over it. 
The book is well printed and bound (hard covers) and the 
photographic reproduction is excellent. Its demerits are a less 
than comprehensive index and the complete absence of a 
bibliography. And it is a great shame that someone allowed 
'Hinkley' to slip onto the tide page!

Carl Harrison
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Answers to the quiz on page 11

1. The googly. Leicestershire's Samuel Coe had scored 98 runs when Bernard Bosanquet tried it out, denying Coe a 
century.

2. The 'Railway Series' featuring Thomas the Tank Engine and Mends, by the Revd Wilbert Awdry.
3. Enigma. Beaumanor Hall was one of Britain's principal 'Y' stations where German radio traffic was intercepted and then 

sent to HQ at Bletchley Park for decrypting. Beaumanor Hall's role is referred to in the novel Enigma by Robert Harris.
4. John Taylor and Co (Bellfounders) Ltd of Loughborough. The novel's title was in recognition of this.
5. Mallard.
6. The Greenwich time signal, better known as The Pips'.
7. Hinckley.
8. The Carillon and Tower at Loughborough. Inspired by the bell-towers of Belgium, it is the town's impressive War 

Memorial.
9. The Liberty Bodice.
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Send your answers to the 
Editor giving as much detail

as you can..;||||||:
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Where is it?

If you have any photographs which you are unable to 
identify let us try and help. Send a copy (not the 
original) to the Editor and if suitable, we will publish 
them in the next Leicestershire Historian.

A member of the Society has asked whether anyone 
can identify the location of the photograph below 
which is thought to be of a local group. Our member's 
parents are on the photograph which is thought to 
date from around the turn of the century. They were 
Methodists and this may have been taken on a 
church outing. The topography on the print suggests 
it was not taken locally. Where was it taken?
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