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Editorial
The articles in this year s Leicestershire Historian once again demonstrate the overall diversity of the subject,
some of the richness of the sources available, and the varying ways in which locality can be interpreted.
The press in Leicestershire is the subject of two articles. Using a wide variety of national and local sources,
John Hinks provides a welcome article on the coming of printing to Leicester, the earliest extant item printed in
Leicester being a single execution broadside in the British Library. On a related theme, Diana Dixon brings to life
the development of the newspapers in Loughborough and some of the colourful characters involved through the
words of rival editorials.
Early newspapers and contemporary magazines are the primary source material used by J. D. Bennett to piece
together the Prince Regent s visit to Belvoir Castle in 1814. A sharp contrast with contemporary conditions
elsewhere is brought out in Kathy Harman s exploration of a resolution to supplement poor relief in Nailstone in
1799, showing also how a single document can pose an interesting challenge!
Less reliant on documentary evidence and more on personal memories and oral recollections, John Williams gives a
ve r y r e a d a b l e a n d o f t e n am us i n g a cc o u n t o f a l o s t w a y o f li fe a t B a r w e l l R e c to r y, fo r m e r ly o n e o f
Leicestershire s grander rectories. Two further articles are based on buildings, but from different perspectives.
Terry Cocks delves into the story behind one of Leicester s finest domestic eighteenth century frontages,
Number 17 Friar Lane. In contrast, Erica Statham focusses on the small annex of Sutton in the Elms Baptist
church, investigating the belief that both the building and congregation are amongst the oldest in the county, and
also possibly nationally.
An informative insight into the history of the Jewish Burial grounds at Leicester s Gilroes Cemetery, along with
the interpretation of inscriptions on Jewish gravestones, are the subject of Carol Cambers article. Robin Jenkins
concentrates this time on the Great Redan, a little-known aspect of the Crimean War, using the diaries and
writings of Leicestershire soldiers, whilst Neil Crutchley takes up the story of Stephen Hilton and the Hilton
boot and shoe empire.
The growing int erest in natural and landscape history is reflected in two of this year s articl es. A nt hony
Squires charts the history of the first 50 years of the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust against a
background of changes in agricultural practice, government legislation and a growing public interest. John Robinson
describes Leicestershire County Council s historic landscape characterisation project which should become a
welcome source of online information, as should the Leicestershire Villages Web Portal project.
This edition also aims to highlight and disseminate the breadth and variety of research work carried out by
students at the University of Leicester Centre for English Local History.
I am doubly grateful to John Hinks this year, not only for his article on the origins of printing in Leicester, but
also for the excellent job which he and his team of reviewers have once again done on identifying and reviewing a
c o m pr e h e n s i v e r a n g e o f n e w l o c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , a n d p r o d u c i n g w h a t i s a pa r t i c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e pa r t o f t h e
Leicestershire Historian. My especial thanks go to Alan McWhirr for his invaluable support in putting this edition
together along with its design and production.
The Leicestershire Historian aims to promote the study of the county s history by providing a platform for
established and new authors, and through encouraging the pursuit of research and project work. It also aims to
publicise the work of local groups and organisations, and seeks to raise the awareness of research sources.
Contributions for future editions are welcome from individuals, local groups, museums and other organisations
and should be sent to the Editor for consideration. Articles can be short half-page items or longer in-depth
pieces, and can be submitted at any time. If you would like to discuss an idea in advance, please contact the
Editor.
Joyce Lee, Editor
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The Coming of Printing to Leicester
John Hinks

eicester in the middle years of the eighteenth century
was described by the historian James Thompson as
‘rapidly emerging from the dullness and slowness of
the small market town to a state more important’ (1),
reflecting that, in common with many other English
provincial towns, this was a period of many ‘improvements’,
some inspired by the local Corporation and some by
imaginative entrepreneurs. Alongside a number of
environmental innovations, there were important cultural
developments, not least the introduction to the town of the
craft of printing, and also the production of the town’s first
newspaper. (2) In many towns these two developments
occurred more or less simultaneously, often being the work
of a single person, but printing came to Leicester a decade or
so ahead of the town’s first newspaper. The arrival of
printing in any town was an event of some significance, not
least because of the increasing need of local businesses for
printed advertising, packaging, labels and commercial
stationery. Many printers also printed books and pamphlets,
often of local interest, and some introduced a newspaper.
They also made a practical contribution to cultural
developments by printing posters, programmes and tickets
for the theatre, concerts, balls, race meetings and suchlike.

The coming of printing to Leicester in 1740/41 was late in
comparison with other towns of similar importance:
Nottingham was ahead of Leicester by almost thirty years,
several printers being established there before 1740. (3)
Likewise, the first newspaper, the Leicester Journal, did not
appear until 1752, later than in most comparable towns. I
have discussed elsewhere (4) the activities of John Gregory,
Leicester’s second printer and the proprietor of the Journal –
the present article focuses on the work of Matthew Unwin,
the town’s first printer. (5)

Unfortunately, we know much less about Unwin than
Gregory, as the latter made extensive use of his newspaper
to advertise his own goods and services in some detail. The
most important evidence for Matthew Unwin comes from
his own hand. In a printed catalogue dating from 1743, he
advertised as follows:
Mathew Unwin, Printer and Bookbinder, over-against
the Angel Inn, in Leicester. Binds Books in the
neatest manner, either in Morocco, Turky, CalvesLeather, or cheap Bindings, by a compleat Workman
from London;and performs Printing of Books, Bills,
Certificates, Receipts, &c, very neat, at reasonable
Rates. (6)

This indicates that Unwin was carrying out a variety of
printing in 1743. The remainder of the advertisement
contains references to his printing materials and the
establishment of his business in 1739:

N.B. The said M. Unwin wou’d take an Apprentice,
if he could meet with a sober industrious Youth, and
one that would be willing to buy the Stock and
Materials when out of his time. Or he will sell to any
young Bookseller or Printer, all his Stock of Books,
Stationary Ware and Printing Materials (immediately
or at any time before next Spring) either for ready
Money or Annuity for his Life; whose ill State of
Health retards the Pleasure of Business and he having
no proper Assistant, prevents him from going to drink
the Waters or using such Methods as may conduce to
his Recovery. The Value will be about 200l. [£200]
all which, and more, has been gained since 1739, he
having paid all his debts. (7)

The Angel Inn, which stretched from Cheapside to the old
town wall (alongside Gallowtree Gate), had been the town’s
main hostelry since the sixteenth century and many
distinguished visitors stayed there. Unwin’s location ‘over
against’ the Angel was a prime trading location.

I have not been able to trace Unwin’s forebears with any
certainty but it seems probable that his father was
Birmingham’s first printer, also Matthew Unwin. One
important source assumes that the Birmingham printer and
the Leicester one were the same person. (8) However, this
would mean that Unwin (born in 1700?) was printing on his
own account, in Birmingham, while still in his teens and was
subsequently apprenticed to a Leicester bookseller several
years later, a most unlikely scenario. The earliest trace of
Matthew Unwin in Leicester is his freedom on 20 August
1727. (9) The date of his binding as an apprentice to the
bookseller John Ward is not recorded but must have been
around 1720. A 1728 advertisement in the Stamford
Mercury records Matthew Unwin trading as a bookseller in
Loughborough and Ashby de la Zouch, offering for sale a
work entitled Dialogues Between Two Young Ladies. (10)
Unwin is mentioned in other advertisements in the Stamford
Mercury, for example:
This Day is Published. An Historical Narration of the
Whole Bible. In Two Parts... by J. Hammond D.D.
Printed for R. Ware at the Bible and Sun in Amen
Corner near Pater-noster-Row London, and M.
Unwin; and sold by William Thompson, Bookseller
in Stamford. Price 4s. 6d. (11)

Although not giving a location for Unwin, this
advertisement indicates that he was involved in book
publishing and already had links with the London book
trade. Four months later Unwin was trading in several
locations, though apparently not yet in Leicester:
This Day is Publish’d. A Companion for Gentlemen
and Ladies: Or, A Delightful Recreation for City and
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The earliest extant item printed in Leicester: Execution broadside printed by Matthew Unwin 1741 (verso). (Reproduced by
permission of the British Library – shelfmark 1891.d.1(15))
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Country... Printed and Sold at Stamford in
Lincolnshire; Sold also by M. Unwin Bookseller in
Loughborough, Ashby-de-la-Zouch and Derby, and
Mr Carlton in Gainsborough... Price Three-Pence.
(12)

The earliest known item printed by Matthew Unwin – and
thus the earliest extant item printed in Leicester – is a single
execution broadside in the British Library.

The other side of the folio sheet, contains Flawn’s
confession and adds:
This Genuine Confession is only Printed by M.
Unwin, in Leicester, and no other Person has any
Right or Property to Print the same. (13)

The date of Flawn’s execution is given as ‘Saturday the 15th
of August 1741, about 6 o’Clock in the Evening’. Such
topical broadsides were published within a day or two of the
execution described, so we may reasonably conclude that
Unwin printed this sheet, in Leicester, in the summer of
1741. The Flawn broadside is fairly typical of the genre,
being on poor quality paper, with printing that is at best
average and there are several typographical errors. It gives a
brief account of the trial, consisting mainly of a statement
from the key witness, Thomas Vincent, a schoolmaster of
Anstey, who claimed that Flawn had forced him to draw up
a will (a service he often performed) for his recently
deceased aunt. A note on Flawn’s character is appended.

The evidence of Unwin’s catalogue, that he set up his
business in Leicester in 1739, and of the likely date of
printing of the Flawn sheet in 1741, suggest that printing
came to Leicester in 1740/41. Further evidence for Unwin is
found in 1742/43, when he was given permission to use the
town hall for a book auction. (14) Another surviving early
item printed by Unwin is a set of prayers to be used in time
of war and a new version of Psalm 117, inserted in a Book
of Common Prayer (bound with other items) printed by John
Baskett (the King’s Printer) and others in 1742/43. (15)

Matthew Unwin’s 1743 catalogue is an important survival,
which provides more detail than any other single source
about Unwin and his book-trade activities. There is a single
copy in the British Library, comprising thirty-eight
duodecimo pages:
A catalogue of books. In divinity, history, law,
physick, mathematicks, poetry, classicks, &c. Being
2 Small Libraries, the one of a young Clergyman,
lately deceased; and the other of a Gentleman... .(16)

The catalogue – of a week-long auction sale to be held at the
Feathers Inn, Wheeler Gate, Nottingham – is printed
reasonably competently, using a moderately large typeface
on paper of average quality. Each page lists approximately
twenty-five books, categorised by size; a wide range of
prices is indicated. The titles on offer cover a very broad
selection of subjects, to an even larger extent than is
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suggested by the catalogue’s title. Unwin’s catalogue (17) is
estimated to have offered for sale in excess of nine hundred
books. It is not known why Matthew Unwin held this sale in
a Nottingham inn rather than Leicester. He may have been
acting in partnership with another bookseller – there were
various book-trade connections between Nottingham and
Leicester, notably the Ward family who traded in both towns
for more than a century beginning in 1657. The
advertisements which Unwin included in his catalogue
provide some interesting information about the diversity of
his business. The range of his printing and binding services
has already been noted, and the catalogue contains a separate
advertisement for stationery:
The Best Shining Jappan Ink at 3d a Bottle, and the
best common black ink, which never changes
Yellow, at 6d a Pint. Sold by M. Unwin, Bookseller
in Leicester; who sells all sorts of Dutch Writing
Paper, from 4 pence halfpenny a Quire to 12d, cut or
uncut, and all sorts of Stationary Ware very
Reasonably.

Matthew Unwin’s business seems, from his own
descriptions, to have been wide-ranging. If his valuation of
two hundred pounds is accurate, it was also reasonably
lucrative, although it seems to have been quite modest in
scale. Unwin’s reference, in the 1743 catalogue, to ‘having
no proper assistant...’ suggests that it was a one-person
business. (18)

Evidence of Unwin trading in 1745 is found in prints of two
views of the Market Place. (19) His attempt so sell the
business, or to take on an apprentice, seems not to have
succeeded; Unwin is not recorded as having had any
apprentices and his will indicates that he was trading up to
the time of his death in March 1750. He was buried in St
Martin’s church. (20) Unwin’s will leaves virtually
everything, including his stock of books and printing
materials, to his wife Elizabeth, although there is no
evidence that she traded after his death, as widows
sometimes did at this time. (21)
Matthew Unwin is significant on two counts: as Leicester’s
first printer and as an early example of a bookseller/printer
trading in a number of locations within a region:
Loughborough (1728 to 1729), Ashby de la Zouch (1728 to
1729), Derby (1729) and Leicester (1739 to 1745). Unwin’s
activity in several of these sites may have been short-lived.
The only permanent shop that Unwin is known to have
operated is the Leicester one. Perhaps he traded from market
stalls (at this period, often confusingly called ‘shops’) until
he could obtain his shop, after which he may have curtailed
his regional activity. Also notable are Unwin’s trade
contacts with the London book trade, and with Nottingham
and with booksellers in Stamford and Gainsborough. He
seems to have been the earliest Leicester-based book-trade
person to have been active over such a wide region. It is
possible that there was a gap of a few years in printing in
Leicester after Unwin’s death; there is no evidence for local
printing after 1750 until John Gregory set up his press, the
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Print of Leicester Market Place: sold by Matthew Unwin in 1745. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland)

first known product of which (a book entitled Faction
Unmask’d…(22)) was printed in 1755, since when printing
has continued without a break in Leicester.

References:
1. J. Thompson, The History of Leicester in the Eighteenth Century,
(Leicester, 1871), p. 82.
2. This article is based on John Hinks’ PhD thesis (Loughborough
2002) a copy of which is in the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland (hereafter ROLLR).
3. W. J. Clarke, Early Nottingham Printers and Printing,
(Nottingham, 2nd ed. 1953), pp. 41-42.
4. J. Hinks, ‘John Gregory and the Leicester Journal’ in Light on
the Book Trade: Essays in Honour of Peter Isaac, edited by B
McKay, J Hinks and M Bell. (British Library and Oak Knoll
Press, 2004), pp. 85-94.
5. The spelling used here is Matthew Unwin; he himself used
various spellings (as was common at the time), including
Mathew and Unwyn.
6. M. Unwin, A Catalogue of Books..., 1743, British Library
(shelfmark 1607/2597).
7. Ibid.
8. H. R. Plomer, A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers who
were at work in England, Scotland and Ireland…, (3 vols. 190732; reprinted in one vol. 1977).
9. H. Hartopp, (ed.), Register of the Freemen of Leicester 11971770…(Leicester, 1927).
10. Quoted in Plomer, Dictionary, p. 249.
11.Stamford Mercury, 3 October 1728.
12. Stamford Mercury, 23 January 1729.
13. British Library: 1891.d.1(15).
14. G.A. Chinnery (ed.), Records of the Borough of Leicester, vol
5: 1689-1835, (Leicester, 1965), p. 145. This is only the second
book auction noted in the Borough Records, the first having been
organized jointly by the booksellers Simon Martin and John
Ward in 1729.
15. A copy was acquired recently by ROLLR.

6

16. Unwin, Catalogue.
17. When complete; the surviving copy lacks pp. 5-8.
18. Unwin, Catalogue.
19. The original prints do not seem to have survived but they have
been reproduced in a number of local history books and there is
another version on a loose sheet in ROLLR.
20. ROLLR: DE 1564/14(6).
21. Unwin’s will is dated 20 July 1749. ROLLR: PR/T/1750/200.
22. English Short-Title Catalogue: t186068.

One hundred years
after the coming of
printing to Leicester,
the town was home to
a number of printers as
this entry from White’s
1846 Leicester
Directory shows.
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“What is a town without a newspaper?”

The formative years of newspapers in Loughborough up to
the first World War
Diana Dixon

A

t the start of the nineteenth century, Loughborough
had a population of 4,603. In common with many
other towns of similar size, it could not support a
newspaper of its own but relied on titles from nearby Leicester,
such as the Leicester Journal, Leicester Herald and later on the
Leicester Chronicle. Printers were discouraged from
publishing newspapers because of repressive taxation,
including a stamp duty of 4d per copy, which meant that each
newspaper cost at least 7d until 1855 when the tax was
repealed and the price of a newspaper dropped to 1d.

Loughborough’s first newspaper was the Loughborough
Telegraph and Advertiser for the Midland Counties that first
saw light of day on Friday 6th January 1837. Printed and
published by Daniel Cartwright of Swan Street, it described
itself as an ‘organ for promulgation of conservative opinion’.
(1) In keeping with newspapers of the period, its front page
consisted of advertisements. Local news appeared on the
second page and featured a number of local crimes, mostly
thefts of food including confectionery, potatoes and mutton.
The Telegraph survived until the end of 1839 after which
Loughborough had no newspaper of its own again until 1857.

In October 1857, John Henry Gray, a commercial letterpress
printer in the Market Place, started publication of the
Loughborough Monitor and General Advertiser for the
Northern Division of the County of Leicester. A fulsome
address appearing in 1859 stated:
Passing events, the doings of the day are also faithfully
chronicled, and the various parts of the town are, as it
were, brought together in its columns that the
newspaper, becomes a Mirror reflecting the actions of
its inhabitants and is thus an index of what is happening
around, awakening the interest of each in the welfare of
all. (2)

Initially this newspaper contained little local news and Gray
sold it in 1862 to William Rollings Lee for the price of £45,
who published it for eight years before it was amalgamated in
November 1870 with the weekly Loughborough News, which
had begun in 1861. This paper was initially printed by another
local printer, the nonconformist Thomas Danks at 39 Market
Place.

‘The News is a good newspaper having full reports of all
matters of local interest and a large amount of general
intelligence’, claimed an advertisement in the Newspaper
Press Directory for 1864. The paper continued as the
Loughborough Monitor and News, managed by a printer,
Thomas Stain (1796-1871) in Baxter Gate. His team included
Penn Cox who came from Leicester to superintend and edit
the news and Jonas Topping, previously of the Nottingham
Post. On 24th July 1873 the paper carried a black-edged
obituary of Mr Gray, its founder. It praised him for
‘conducting it with considerable efficiency and credit for a
number of years’. Despite his demise the paper continued to
flourish and an advertisement in the Newspaper Press
Directory for 1888 stated:
The Loughborough Monitor and News is extensively
patronised by all the Professional men and Leading
Agriculturalists in the Midland Counties. Since the
amalgamation of the Monitor and News the circulation
has considerably increased, the weekly issue being
upwards of 7,000 copies which is many more than any
other newspaper published in the town. (3)

From November 28th 1868 the Monitor and News had a rival,
in the Loughborough Advertiser. This was originally entitled
the Ashby de la Zouch, Castle Donington, Melton and
Midland Counties News but it became the Loughborough
Advertiser: an independent journal in June 1871. An address
to its readers in November 1871 set out its policy:

Front page of The Loughborough Monitor and North Leicestershire Advertiser, 27th March 1862. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark DE 667/90).
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There are certain times and seasons when it is
pardonable for an editor to speak of himself. We claim
the privilege at a very important epoch in our literary
career, viz. the permanent enlargement of our journal.
Three years ago when we published the first number of
the Loughborough Advertiser its attractive form and its
very modest pretensions secured for it many admirers.
Week by week and year by year our little journal has
increased in strength. (4)

The Advertiser remained in existence until the end of August
1882, after which it appears to have been printed in Melton
Mowbray with an expanded title: the Loughborough
Advertiser, Leicestershire Times and South Notts Echo before
ceasing production in August 1884.

By the 1870s, in common with other towns, Loughborough
had several weekly newspapers circulating. The
Loughborough Home News and District Intelligencer was a
short-lived title in October 1876. Its prospectus boasted it ‘will
contain a careful epitome of all local and district intelligence
that will be of interest’. (5) Its publisher was a local bookseller,
Edwin T. Soars with premises in the Market Place. Its first
issue claimed it would be ‘an honest attempt to localise a
Family Paper of sterling merits’. (6) It was edited by Charles
Bullock, who also published Home Words and Our Own
Fireside, both of which had a strong moral and spiritual
content. It clearly did not appeal to Loughborough readers as it
foundered after only twelve issues.

Shortly after the demise of the Loughborough Home News and
District Intelligencer, the Loughborough Herald was started in
May 1880 and continued successfully until July 1920 when it
was amalgamated with the Loughborough Monitor. The
Loughborough Herald began life as the Loughborough Herald
and North Leicestershire Gazette and was published by F.
Hewitt of 20 Baxter Gate. In its first issue the editor
proclaimed:
We this week lay before the public of North
Leicestershire and the surrounding districts the first
copy of a new journal which is started for the advocacy
and defence of liberal principles …it was felt that the
proprietor of the oldest, and we think we may say the
strongest Liberal journal of the county be best fitted to
undertake the venture, as he possesses the largest
resources in plant, staff and organisation. We shall try
to be fair and courteous towards opponents, and to
report impartially the proceedings and meetings of all
parties. (7)

8

Front page of The Loughborough News and General and
Advertiser, 4th April 1867. (Reproduced by permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland,
location mark DE 667/226).

He continued by declaring:

We believe that every newspaper possesses great power
and should be conducted as a public trust – not to be the
tool of an individual or clique – but to advocate great
principles and be the recognised servant of the
community.

An advertisement in the Newspaper Press Directory stated:

From its commencement, the HERALD and
GAZETTE took the foremost position in the District as
a newspaper and its circulation is greater than the
combined issues of its local contemporaries. It is
printed at the rate of 12,000 copies per hour. (8)

The Herald and Monitor were politically opposed and
remained great rivals throughout their separate existences.
Their attitudes to the Incorporation of Loughborough as a
Borough in 1888 clearly demonstrate their differences. Pride of
place must go the Monitor which devoted a whole page and a
half to the event. Not only was a special historical sketch
commissioned, but the article was tastefully illustrated with a
drawing of the Town Hall. By this time Loughborough had
grown considerably and boasted a population of 18,196 in
1891. The paper extolled the progress of the town which it
regarded as remarkable, ‘Under these circumstances it was
fitting that Loughborough should aspire to a distinction that
has been fairly earned’. (9) In contrast, the Herald was much
more low-key. It was much more concerned with the
forthcoming municipal elections and it was the way in which
the papers reported the conduct of these that most clearly
depicted the fundamental differences between the two papers.
A bone of contention was whether the elections should be
conducted on party lines, and whereas the Monitor was bitterly
opposed, stating that:
The election of a new Town Council on party lines
which will give rise to ever recurring strife of the,
bitterest kind, where party politics should really have
no place and where the introduction of them will almost
invariably lead to the election of an inferior class of
municipal representation on both sides. (10)

The Herald took a different stance:

The point is whether the elections be conducted on
political grounds or not. We do not mean to say that
local contests should be altogether submerged in the
mazes of national controversies but with due regard to
local considerations, the organisations carrying out the
municipal elections should be respectively those of two
great political parties… who indeed can pick out the
best men save the political parties in their own
organisations? (11)

It took the line that the Tories had petitioned for a non-political
election because they were sure they would be defeated. When
the Liberals won, the Herald was cock-a-hoop over the result,
gleefully reporting the result, ‘after a severe struggle the
Liberals have achieved a great victory’. (12) It paid much
attention to the fare offered at the Mayor’s banquet, listing the
all-extravagant menu including the best of comestibles.
Meanwhile, the Monitor continued to grumble about the
politics:
It is only to be regretted that the Radical section did not
evince the same spirit of fair play after this stage and
appoint the aldermen equally from both parties, but as
usual their generosity is like the Irish view of
reciprocity – all on one side. (13)

In both newspapers most of the reporting was done by pennyliners, local reporters who concentrated on reporting from
police courts. The first full-time reporter on the Monitor was a
Mr I.M.Taylor who had a room at No. 1 Woodgate. In
appearance many late-Victorian newspapers were similar, with
the front page generally consisting of advertisements. This
practice continued in the Loughborough Echo until 1977.
Newspapers also regularly bought well-known novels from
fiction bureaux, such as a serialisation of Trollope’s Ayala’s
angel in the last issues of the Loughborough Advertiser, and
the Herald serialised a local author, Skip Borlase’s The
Loughborough Factory Girl.
Another short-lived title was the Loughborough Examiner:
organ of the Liberal Party in North Leicestershire which
began in 1884 and was printed by the proprietors of the
Nottingham Daily Express Co. for the proprietors at Baxter
Gate, Loughborough. As its title suggests, it was a committed
voice against conservatism and it quickly attacked the Tories
for excessive expenditure on the municipal elections in 1895,
claiming that they spent £95. 19s. 2d on their campaign in
Storer Ward as against a modest £40. 3s. 6d. by the defeated
Liberals, ‘If seats were only to be won by such discreditable
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Contemporary photograph of Loughborough town centre, High
Street, c.1900. (Reproduced by permission of the Record
Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark
DE 3736 Box 54 Folder 3).

methods, then indeed will the Liberal Party be prepared to
retire defeated but not disgraced’. (14) The paper was absorbed
into the Nottingham Daily Express and finally ceased
publication in 1903.

In November 1891 the Loughborough Echo first saw the light
of day in somewhat inauspicious circumstances. Its founder
Joseph Deakin had come to Loughborough in 1887 as a
journalist and had been dismissed from the Herald for alleged
misrepresentation of a liberal candidate’s speech. Undeterred,
Deakin decided to start a free advertising sheet single-handed.
The first issue carried an address:
permit me to inform the reader the Echo is produced
purely as an advertising sheet. Party interest Liberal or
Conservative will be studiously avoided. But what
strikes me as interest to the Borough and district will be
welcomed. Voters don’t want the Echo to pose as a
mentor in politics. (15)

Deakin’s premises were a lean-to with a glass roof near the
Town Hall on Market Place. He “…did the whole thing singlehanded. He wrote the news, canvassed for advertisements and
set the type which when ready, he trundled in a cart to the
premises of the printer Alfred Clarke in Baxter Gate. Later he
carried the sheets back to the lean-to office, folded them and
supervised their delivery throughout the town by boys”. (16)
The paper consisted of four pages, each of which was divided

Front page of The Loughborough Herald & North Leicestershire Gazette, 1st November 1888. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark Misc 1371 ).
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into five columns of which four were devoted to
advertising, covering a wide range of products and local
services. Much of its editorial work covered jokes, fiction
from fiction bureaux and one column of local comment.
His earnings in the first week amounted to thirty shillings,
proving that newspapers could survive on advertising
revenue.

In his first address to the readers, Deakin emphasised that
the paper was to be freely distributed to well nigh every
house in the district. He maintained this until 1909 when a
price of 1/2d was imposed. It is interesting to note that
because it was free, Deakin did not deposit it at the British
Museum, consequently the British Library collection only
holds post-1912 copies. Deakin was a man of strong views
especially against what he considered to be nuisances, for
instance he hated cats, and advocated the poisoning of pet
cats in his editorials. He specialised in weak jokes, such as
‘Winter comes when autumn leaves’ or ‘waist of time –
the middle of an hour glass’. He also vigorously supported
the successful campaign in Loughborough for shops
closing early on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.
Gradually, more local news appeared and the paper prided
itself on being the first to report the results of a local
election in July 1892. In the same year, an advertisement
in the Newspaper Press Directory for 1892 claimed the
paper had a circulation of 3,500.

The Echo was still subject to fierce competition and
spawned imitators. In 1908, the Loughborough Times
appeared as another free advertising sheet. Its proprietor
Starkie T. Topping was a member of a well-established
printing firm and the paper was reasonably successful until
the paper and manpower shortages of World War 1 put it
out of business in 1915. It is interesting to note that an
advertisement in the Newspaper Press Directory for 1912
describing it as ‘the smartest, best, cheapest advertising
medium for Loughborough and the surrounding district of
North Leicestershire’ was almost identical to one Deakin
had inserted for the Echo in 1892. (17)

The question posed by the Monitor in its editorial on
January 20th 1859, ‘what is a town without a newspaper?’
showed how the newspaper press flourished along with the
economic development of the town. Loughborough had a
particularly vibrant press in the late nineteenth century
which took strong stands on political issues. Despite their
divergent political views, the erstwhile rivals were finally
united in March 1920 as the Loughborough Monitor and
Herald. Both the Monitor and News and the Echo have
celebrated their centenaries and produced centenary
supplements : the Monitor and News in October 1957 and
the Echo in November 1991.
References and Notes:
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The Jewish Burial Grounds at Gilroes
Cemetery, Leicester
Carol Cambers

n late nineteenth century Leicester there was no
designated place for the burial of Jews. In 1888 attempts
to procure a Jewish burial ground were recorded in the
minutes of the Cemetery Committee of the Corporation of
Leicester. (1) The ‘Society of Jews’ applied for land at
Welford Road cemetery, sufficient for 50 graves, with a
gated entrance and a two-doored mortuary house, one door
as an entrance, the other opening towards the graveyard.
After six months of negotiations the congregation offered to
enclose the land and build the mortuary house but pay for
the graves as used, the practice being to reserve a plot but
defer payment until interment. This was rejected by the
Committee, without further discussion.

Five years later a second attempt was recorded, this time
using land near Belgrave Cemetery. This foundered on a
legal technicality over rights of access along the road to the
cemetery. In 1899, three years before Gilroes cemetery was
opened, the secretary of the Leicester Hebrew Congregation
wrote applying for land, sufficient for between 250 and 300
graves. A corner section was requested with a private
entrance, capable of being enclosed. Two years of
discussions ensued and in December 1901, at the end of the
Corporation Minutes Book, the final reference is to a
rejection of the latest offer of £400 for the land. A solution
must have been found since in July 1902 the first Jewish
burial took place on land purchased by the Jewish Burial
Board. A clue to that solution lies in the accounts of the
Leicester Hebrew Congregation for year ending 28th
February 1903. (2) £500 is listed as the cost of the burial
ground, financed by donations of £200 and a mortgage to
cover the remainder. The land, having been sold to the
Jewish Burial Board, was sub-divided into plots, which were
reserved by individuals but not paid for until the time of
interment. This arrangement contrasts with the other sections
of the cemetery where plots were purchased individually for
future use.
Twentieth century record-keeping means that, unlike parish
churchyards, which may have incomplete records, each
interment was entered in three separate Corporation
registers. (3) The earliest interments were of two children in
1902. The registers record that they were the fourth and fifth
burials respectively in Gilroes before it had been officially
opened. In addition to the Jewish section there are areas
designated for general, consecrated and Catholic burials.
Those interred in the Jewish section form a distinct group,
obviously strongly linked by religion, custom, culture and
background. They tended to belong to a limited number of
trades and were of a generation that had experienced
migration, mainly from Eastern Europe.

The Jewish burial grounds served a different catchment area
to that of a parish church or municipal cemetery. Members
of the congregation paid subscriptions to the Burial Board
Committee, totalling £22 6s 3d in the year ending 28th
February 1903 and were able to reserve a plot for future use.
(2) Subscription entitled the member to burial, subject to the
approval of the minister. A group known as the Chevra
Kedusha would carry out the preparation of the body for
burial, ‘watch’ beside the body on the night before burial,
accompany the funeral and pray at the house of mourning.
Such groups were often the first to become formalised when
a number of Jewish families had settled in an area. Also
buried within the grounds may be visitors to the city, who
died unexpectedly. It is usual for burial to take place within
48 hours of death. This could cause administrative problems,
as on the occasion when the Leicester congregation was
accused of having declined to bury the wife of an
impoverished Jew from Rugby, and referred him to the
larger congregation at Birmingham. The secretary of
Birmingham Hebrew Congregation wrote to remind the
Leicester secretary of:
the unwritten agreement which exists between all
Jewish Congregations that in the case of the death of
a Jew the Congregation nearest to the place in which
he died usually undertakes his interment. (2)

As the husband was unable to meet the cost of the funeral,
perhaps the fledgling Burial Board Committee felt that the
larger community of Birmingham would be better able to
bear the cost.

The Jewish Burial Board was successful in creating a
separate Jewish graveyard within Gilroes cemetery. A tall
hedge surrounds the section, in contrast to the open aspect of
the rest of the cemetery. An unmarked path leads from the
main through-road to another path. Turning left through
wrought iron gates brings the visitor to the graves. As a
minority group, the Jewish community did not wish to
attract unwelcome attention. On the left is the Tahara house,
built in 1928. As the body was prepared elsewhere for
burial, this building served as a prayer house before the
mourners proceeded to the graveside. Standing at the
entrance to the graveyard are two large granite tablets
inscribed with prayers, which are to be recited by anyone
who has not visited the burial grounds for thirty days. These
serve to emphasize the transition from the bustle of everyday
life to the silence and contemplation of the graveyard.
The appearance of the Jewish section is austere in contrast
with the areas beyond. Gilroes is a lawned cemetery, that is
the ground around the headstones is under grass and kerbs
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are not permitted. As the Congregation Burial Board
administers the Jewish section, it retains the traditional
appearance of a Jewish cemetery. The ground is gravel
covered, although this layer has been lost in many places
leaving bare soil. It was forbidden from earliest times to
make private use of any vegetation growing between
graves and this led to cemeteries becoming overgrown and
was perhaps the origin of preventing plant growth with
stones. The absence of flowers is also striking. During the
mid-nineteenth century Orthodox rabbis were strongly
opposed to funeral flowers and this may explain their
absence at funerals and anniversaries. (4) Floral displays
were contrary to the required simplicity of the rites. The
orderly rows and closely packed graves form a contrast
with the other sections. As single interment is the norm
there are few gaps and the individual plot diagram,
maintained by Leicester City Council, in conjunction with
the registers, can be directly linked to the graves.

These differences are clearly visible in the top and middle
illlustrations opposite. The top illustration shows a general
view across the Jewish section, the graves being orientated
in an east-west direction. The plots are arranged in
numbered rows and lettered columns and each plot has its
own number that relates to the register of plot purchases
held by the City Council. The closely packed arrangement
allows the best use of the land available. As a result of the
controlled release of plots, graves of each period are
grouped together, except in cases where a spouse has
reserved a neighbouring plot but has survived for some
considerable time after the first death.

The headstones in the adult section show a high degree of
uniformity. They are mainly of white marble and bear both
English and Hebrew lettering, with the exception of a
badly eroded sandstone monument, which has a French
inscription. The presence of English inscriptions suggests a
degree of cultural assimilation. Unlike the rest of the
cemetery there are no slate headstones. Vowels are rarely
present in the Hebrew inscriptions. An example is given in
the bottom illustration opposite and the headstone detail
illustration overleaf that shows the main features of a
Jewish headstone. (5) The proportion of Hebrew text in the
inscription varies but most headstones have two Hebrew
letters at the top (Line 1) reading from the right, which
represent the words for ‘Here lies buried’ (Poh nitman/poh
temunah for a male/female burial). The final line of the
Hebrew portion is often five Hebrew initials abbreviating
the phrase from Samuel 25, 29 ‘the soul shall be bound in
the bundle of life’. (Line 6) It is also often present as the
final line of engraving as the Anglicised version ‘May
his/her (dear) soul rest in peace’. It is traditional to include
in the Hebrew inscription the name of the father of the
deceased person and the date of death according to the
Jewish calendar in a full or abbreviated form.

Thus in the example shown Line 2 is translated as ‘the
beloved man’. Line 3 gives his Hebrew name Ezekiel,
preceded by the honorific ‘Rav’. The name of the father is
given in Line 4, which translates as ‘son of Rav Abraham’.
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Top: The Jewish section, Gilroes Cemetery.
Middle: Neighbouring general section, Gilroes Cemetery.
Bottom: A typical Jewish headstone.

Leicestershire Historian 2006

progression from register to stone,
Charles becoming Karl and Polly
becoming Hetty. Comparison of the
record of headstones in the council
register with the monuments at the
cemetery illustrates the caution
necessary when relying on written
records. Several headstones have
been erected but not recorded in the
register and conversely there are
missing headstones, although their
absence may be due to decay or
vandalism.

Detail from the headstone opposite (bottom).

Line 5 gives the date of death in the Jewish calendar, the
letters of the alphabet having numerical values. The initial
letter stands for the word ‘niftar’ meaning ‘died’ and is
followed by the letters representing 9 and 7 to make the 16th
day of the month of Kislev. This example demonstrates the
convention that the numbers 15 or 16 cannot be rendered by
the letters for (10 + 5) or (10 + 6) as that would spell out the
name of God, which cannot be written as numbers for
religious reasons. The year 5701 is rendered by three letters,
which have the values (400 + 300 + 1), the 5000 being
implicit. Its absence is usually indicated by three initial
letters, which abbreviate the phrase ‘according to the minor
order of counting’ i.e. without the thousands. The manner in
which Line 4 has been squeezed in between two other lines
suggests that the mason was not accustomed to inscribing
Jewish headstones and this may explain the absence of the
missing abbreviation. The remainder of the inscription is
self-explanatory and very similar to Christian monuments.

The importance attached to the traditional phrases at the
beginning and the end of the Hebrew inscription is shown by
the fact that only 17 headstones did not have ‘poh
nitman/poh temunah’ at the top and only 16 lacked the five
letters at the end. Where these traditional elements were
absent there was often no Hebrew inscription at all. The
most minimal inscription was one, which contained only the
name of the deceased followed by ‘G.’ (geboren), the date of
birth and ‘G.’ (gesturben) and the date of death. This
interment had followed a cremation, which is not approved
in the Jewish tradition, and it was notable for the absence of
the minister from the occasion, as recorded in the registers.

Unlike Christian headstones, familiar names are often added
as part of the inscription as in the case of Benny (Benjamin)
and Dolly (Deborah). Although informal names were not
approved on a Christian headstone, and, in some parishes
today, are still not, it may have been thought that the English
name was not fixed, being often an Anglicised form of a
Hebrew or Yiddish name. For example the Hebrew name
Moshe could become Moses or even Morris, and as long as
the Hebrew form was correct the English version became a
matter of choice. In a similar way the names entered in the
Corporation registers may differ from that on the actual
headstone. For example Marks becoming Max in the

Various carvings are added to the
inscriptions but they lack the exuberance of images seen in
other sections of the cemetery. A much more limited choice
of decoration was deemed appropriate, usually wreaths and
sprays of ivy, flowers or foliage either across the top of the
headstone in an arch or as twin pillars of carving each side
of the inscription. Being an evergreen, ivy is a symbol of
immortality and is a pictorial form of the Hebrew traditional
phrase relating to eternal life found on the majority of
headstones. The frequency of these additions diminished as
time passed and the deeply carved earlier images became
low relief ornaments. The trend to the austere style currently
favoured was already evident by the end of the period under
study. The carvings on the early headstones are very similar
in execution to those in the non-Jewish sections and were
probably produced by the same masons from the same
pattern books. One symbol that occurs throughout the
cemetery, and is seen on three headstones in the Jewish
section, is that of a broken or cut down tree to represent a
life cut short. This is perhaps a reference to the ‘tree of life’
planted in the Garden of Eden. Its presence suggests that it
was not seen as having too great a Christian association and
could therefore be used.
The actual style of the letters, as with the decoration, became
simpler with time. The earlier headstones often used the
Gothic style for the initial phrase (‘In memory of’) but
changed to a block style for the rest of the English
inscription. The later stones were wholly in the block style.
The Hebrew lettering was less subject to stylistic variation,
although a more flowing version can be seen and vowels
were included in a few cases. Where the incised letters are
coloured rather than filled with lead, black was the most
common choice. Gold was occasionally preferred, often if a
black marble or red granite stone had been selected. In
general the headstones are less individualistic in appearance
than in the rest of the cemetery and those few examples,
which are exceptional in height or colour, stand out among
the other monuments. The belief that all people are equal in
death (‘The small and the great are there and the slave is
free of his master.’) (Job 3, 19) may have discouraged
excessive display.
The headstones offer a random cross-section of the Leicester
Hebrew Congregation during the period under study. By
searching the 1901 census for the names of those buried it is
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Name
Nina Berger
Teresa Bagel
Morris Altman
Deborah Felstein
Liebe Schneider
Deborah Goldberg
Louis Rosen
Nicholai Schneider
Clara Wacks
Janie Dorman
Catherine Marks
Morris Bagel
Isaac Barnett Cohen
Benjamin Sirkin
Fanny Solomon

Year
1902
1906
1907
1908
1908
1910
1911
1912
1913
1913
1914
1914
1915
1916
1916

Age
13
15
35
11
40
74
63
40
44
30
66
54
40
10
58

Place of Birth
London
Poland
Russia (US cit)
Leicester
Russia For Subj
(Not found)
Poland Russ Subj
Russia For Subj
Leicester
Russia
(Not found)
Poland
(Not found)
Leicester
Weymouth

possible to find their country of birth and in that way to gain
an impression of the make up of the congregation. The first
fifteen burials are shown above. After 1916 it became
increasingly difficult to be sure that the person in the census
was the same person interred at Leicester. (see table above)

Of the first fifteen headstones erected, seven were in
memory of people born in Russia or Poland and two more
were the children of immigrants from those countries. As
three could not be traced this suggests that a significant
number of immigrants from Eastern Europe arrived in
Leicester in the period leading up to 1901. Examining the
places of birth of siblings can demonstrate the paths
followed by the families after arrival. For example the
family of Morris Bagel, who was the shammash or
synagogue sexton, originated in Poland where his first
daughter was born in 1891. He travelled with his wife and
child to England, settling in Birmingham where his next two
children were born in 1898 and 1900 and then moved to
Leicester where they were counted in the census.

Cities like Leicester were not the primary destination of new
immigrants. For a forty-year period before the First World
War a combination of factors encouraged the Jewish
population of Europe to travel westwards. Open borders,
relatively safe transport, cheap fares, pogroms and poverty
encouraged mass movements via Bremen, Hamburg and
Rotterdam into England. They arrived at Grimsby, Hull,
Harwich and London. Many were passing through on their
way to America but a considerable number settled in the
United Kingdom. In 1871 there were 9,569 Russians and
Russian Poles recorded in the Census Returns of Aliens. By
1901 this had risen to 82,844. (6) Having arrived, they
initially stayed in the larger cities unless they had contacts
with smaller communities.
Most cities already had a Jewish presence, due to
immigration from Holland, Austria and Germany a
generation or two earlier, or to an even earlier settlement
from the Sephardic communities of Europe. These AngloJews had established themselves and had their own practices
and observances. They can often be distinguished by their
names such as those of the family of Leopold Wacks, a
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Parents’ place of birth
Liverpool/Newcastle
Poland

Russia Poland

Husband b Bristol
Russia
Russia English Subject

clothing manufacturer born in Bristol, and his wife Julia
(born in Stepney). His children bore the eminently English
names of Frances, Augusta, Dorothy, Joseph, Isabella,
Deborah, Estelle, Margery, Edmund, Montague and Nora.
Joseph, the eldest son, was named, in the Ashkenazic
tradition, after Leopold’s late father who had himself arrived
from Hungary in the mid-nineteenth century and applied
successfully for naturalization in 1867. (7) While the AngloJews must have been aware of the reasons for the
immigrants’ arrival and sympathetic towards their plight,
they must have been apprehensive about the effect such an
influx would have on Jewish-Christian relations and on the
stability of their own congregation. There may have been a
parallel with the later arrival of German refugees during the
1930s and 1940s. A writer in Portrait of a Community, (8)
refers to the separate functioning for a time of the GermanJewish section of the community, with their own rabbi and
meeting place.
The headstones as historical documents offer certain insights
into the nature of the community at the turn of the last
century. The uniformity of the monuments and the formulaic
language mean that there is less opportunity for individual
expression than on a Christian headstone. Over the period
under examination there was a move away from a
resemblance to the monuments of the wider community.
Fewer symbols are present and the inscriptions become more
restricted in content. This suggests a minority growing in
confidence and less inclined to mimic the host community.
The minister, Reverend Abraham Newman buried here in
1943, had, according to his headstone, led the congregation
from 1905 until 1939 and such stability allowed the
community to flourish.

Creating the burials grounds was a statement of intent by the
Congregation that they were sufficiently established to repay
the loan necessary for the purchase of the land. Negotiations
with the corporation of Leicester were handled by the
Anglo-Jewish section of the community, the task being
daunting for the Yiddish-speaking newcomers.
The appearance of the Jewish section, which contrasts so
markedly with the rest of the cemetery, is a visual

expression of the separate identity of the community within
the larger population of Leicester. The lack of variation in
the headstones creates a sense of conforming to a burial
tradition maintained by each generation. One or two
memorials are atypical, being of a brightly-coloured or black
stone and of an unusual size and shape. Such memorials
were permitted but were not chosen by the majority.
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The burial of the dead was a responsibility of the whole
community, carried out by the Chevra Kedusha. The funeral
and mourning rites involved congregation members beyond
those of the family and added to the cohesion of the
community, since each family depended on others for a
quorum at prayers and other observances.

The picture derived at the end of the study is of a mixed
community of Anglo-Jews and European Jews separated by
their differing daily lives but united by common observances
especially of funeral and mourning rites. Creation of a
Jewish section was a testament to the determination of the
fledgling community to have the means of fulfilling ancient
obligations.
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Is Sutton in the Elms the oldest Baptist
Church in Leicestershire?

A

Erica Statham

mongst the present-day Association of South
Leicestershire Baptist churches, it is a commonly held
belief that Sutton in the Elms is the oldest Baptist
church in the county, beginning life in 1650, or thereabouts.
Moreover, it is thought, particularly by those attending Sutton,
that part of their church buildings date from that period also. If
so, it would make it the oldest purpose-built Baptist Church not
only in the county but also possibly nationally, still in existence.
What evidence is there for this?

Unfortunately, the records for Sutton in the Elms seem ‘to have
been carelessly destroyed’. Even George Fox is somewhat
ambiguous. In his journal he refers to a large ad hoc Baptist
meeting held at Broughton in 1647. (1) This gathering is
commonly thought by the Sutton Baptists to have been held at
Sutton which was and still is a hamlet within Broughton
Astley’s parish. However, Fox, being a Leicestershire man, is
unlikely to have confused the two settlements. Moreover, Fox
was well known for haranguing the crowd on the green outside
the parish church of St Mary’s in Broughton Astley itself. John
Nichols, who is usually able to find something to say about
even the dullest Leicestershire village, is unable to provide any
clues, barely filling a page with reference to Sutton, and with no
mention at all of an early Baptist congregation there. (2)

However, there is an article written in 1909 for the Baptist
Historical Society which does provide some enlightenment on
the situation at Sutton. A letter of 1765 from Mr. Morley to
Isaac Woodman, then pastor of Sutton in the Elms, sketches the
early story as follows: ‘…there was a scattered people in these
parts, their first being formed into a church state I take to be
near the year 1650; my grandfather Mr Thomas Townsend
being chosen pastor and Mr Thomas Morris
of Lutterworth deacon. Their meetings were
kept at several places alternately; at Sutton,
Willoughby,
Bitteswell,
Leir,
Trowlesworth’. (3) It is worth noting at this
point that Townsend and Morris have their
village of origin, in the 1651 pamphlet, Faith
and Practise of 30 Congregations (4), as
being Bitteswell, although this would not, of
course, have stopped them from ministering
to a number of villages including Sutton in
the Elms. The evidence so far would seem,
therefore, to suggest that a small group of
Baptist believers in south Leicestershire met
in each others’ homes and in alternating
villages in order to share out the
inconveniences of seventeenth century
travel, being a rather nebulous group who as
Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church
showing the annex, 2006.
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yet had no permanent purpose-built meeting place. The letter
goes on to say ‘…in Mr Townsend’s old age, Mr Benjamin
Moore was chosen pastor, Mr John Halford of Lutterworth
deacon. After the meeting house was erected, the meetings were
kept once fortnight at Sutton, and at other places by course, for
some time.’ This would seem to suggest that the meeting house
had been built during the time of Moore and Halford. Further
on the article tells us that Moore was co-pastor in 1699 and
incidentally, Pevsner states that a meeting house was licensed in
1700. (5)

However, does this means that the structure under
consideration, now the minister’s vestry, is the one that was in
existence by 1699? This building, as can be seen by any passerby, has been well-maintained; re-pointed, possibly re-roofed,
with the end wall also having possibly been re-built. All these
factors make it more difficult to determine from what period it
dates. It is a small single-storey building made of thick red
bricks with a slate roof and possible original chimney. It adjoins
the main church building built in the eighteenth century with
nineteenth and twentieth century additions. The architect,
Martin Briggs, surveying the state of ‘Puritan’ buildings after
World War II certainly considered the possibility of it being of
an early date: ‘The only existing non-conformist church
building attributed to this period so far as I know, is the Baptist
Church at Sutton in the Elms, about 7 miles south-west of
Leicester for which a date of 1650 is claimed. Investigation on
the spot shows, however, that the claim is unjustified. The date
of the original foundation need not be questioned, but the
present chapel is a comparatively modern building, though the
little annexe beside it may well date from the seventeenth
century’. (6)
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“Sudden death sudden glory”
A gravestone at
Sutton in the Elms

C
Rear view of annex, 2006.

Assuming that this little annexe beside the main building is the
original meeting place, is there any further evidence to suggest
an early date? Interestingly, the chapel has been built at a point
where pathways meet - particularly from Leire, Frolesworth
and Bitteswell where some of the earliest Baptist believers
came from. It therefore would have been an obvious meeting
place, and an obvious place to build such a structure. The
commonly held belief that they met in secret, camouflaged by
the elms seems unlikely. Firstly, the authorities would have
known where they were due to the registration regulations of
the time and secondly, Sutton’s elms would probably not have
been planted along the hedgerows until much later during the
period of Parliamentary enclosures. Further, John Nichols (ibid
c.1808), refers to Sutton as Sutton juxta Broughton, not Sutton
in the Elms.
In conclusion, it appears that Sutton in the Elms has had Baptist
believers from an early date, possibly as early as c.1647, and a
more permanent congregation would have come into existence
later in the century when the meeting place was first
constructed. During the earlier period, they would have met, not
on their own, but with others of a similar belief, in different
nearby villages and in the homes of those members rather than
in a purpose-built meeting house. It also seems likely that the
original Sutton meeting house was probably not built until c
1699 but there is certainly more than a strong possibility that
the annexe/minister’s vestry currently in use, is that building.
Therefore, this could mean that Sutton has the oldest Baptist
meeting house in Leicestershire still in use although not
necessarily the ‘oldest’ congregation.

Jon Dean

lose to the original tiny chapel building at Sutton in the
Elms is this beautifully carved slate gravestone, now
affixed to the outer church wall. Dating from 1807 it
commemorates a Pastor of Sutton church with the unusual
name of the Reverend Clayton Mordaunt Cracherode. As
the inscription tells, he died suddenly on his return from
preaching at nearby Leire. Perhaps the congregation found
some comfort in the tragedy of his loss from his own
sentiments included on the memorial.
Sacred
To the Memory of
The Reverend Clayton Mordaunt
Cracherode. Minister of the Gospel:
And Pastor of Sutton Church.
Who died suddenly,
On Lord’s Day. afternoon,
The 22d of November 1807,
Aged 49 Years:
Being on His return from Leir,
Where He had been preaching,
With His accustom’d animation:
From the Gospel of St. Luke. C19. V10.
For the Son of Man is come to seek.
And to save that which was lost.
He often express’d a desire,
And an expectation to die suddenly.
He would say.
sudden Death. sudden Glory.

References and Notes:
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2. J. Nichols, The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester,
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4. Faith and Practise of 30 Congregations gathered according to the
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(London, 1960, 1984 edition.), p.116.
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Barwell Rectory in the 19th and early 20th
centuries

T

John V. G. Williams

he years 1942-1952 were impressive times for me.
My father, Canon H V Williams, was Rector of
Barwell, and we lived in a delightful Queen Anne
style building with thirty-three rooms and about four and a
half acres of grounds. The purpose of this article is to try to
recapture and record some of the atmosphere of the rectory
over the last two centuries.

The ‘new’ rectory building was built in 1746 for £1,700,
inclusive of materials from the old building. It was built at
the expense of Mr William Ashby (patron of the living) by
Mr John Westley of Leicester. It was extended at the east
end by the Rev. Mettam in 1850 by a single storey building.
In 1870 the Rev. R. Titley added a two storey building at the
west end. (1)

There were four outside entrances. The main front door (for
the use of the family and friends only), the side door (for
parish visitors), the back door (for tradesmen and staff) and
the eastern parish room door was added in the 1940s. (I
recollect an occasion when a local worthy, a boot
manufacturer, came to the front door and was told by Kate,
the housekeeper, to go round to the side door!)

The pleasant approach to the garden from the entrance hall
was through the loggia ‘…. where the smell of exotic plants
and lilies was always a joy’. (2)

The telephone, with a small switchbox, was located in the
hall. It was possible to transfer an incoming call, or make an
internal call, by energetically rotating the handle on the box
causing the telephone in the west wing upstairs extension to
ring.

Barwell Rectory c.1930s from
The Hinckley Times.
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Barwell church and rectory from an early OS map.

When the western extension was carried out the old kitchen
was turned into the ‘Magistrates Room’. The Rev R. Titley
was a magistrate and conducted his business there. He also
kept his guns in the room as he enjoyed a day’s shooting
with Mr George Green, a local farmer.

Nearby was the butler’s pantry with a lead sink and baizelined cupboards for the best china and silver. Conveniently
opposite was the door down to the capacious cellars. In
earlier days, there were ‘3 barrels and 8 firkins’ stored there.
Later it was used for wine, pears, and apples (Beauty of
Bath, Russetts, Bramleys and Cox’s Orange Pippins) from
the orchard. At the end of the passage was ‘….. the huge
kitchen which always had a lovely aroma of food, and the
brightly polished copperware was arranged around the

Leicestershire Historian 2006

entrance hall was still used during the war years as back-up
to power cuts.

Barwell Rectory: North front, eastern gate and porch 1947.

shelves.’ A serving hatch in the kitchen/passage wall
assisted staff in conveying food to the dining-room - about
20 yards away, hopefully still hot!

Just outside the kitchen was a board with eight wire-operated
bells on it which summoned staff to the outside doors or
inside rooms. A short way away was a room with a fireplace
and outside door which was used by outside staff and
tradesman. It became the ‘classroom’ in 1905 when
parishioners learnt to carve the chancel pew heads under the
instruction of Mr Birch of Leicester. The room was also used
as a soup kitchen in times of poverty; and for bible classes.

At the other end of the house, apart from the drawing room
and dining room, was a large room used as another drawing
room, study and, in the 1940s, as a parish room. This had an
outside door and was the scene for various parish meetings,
bible classes and social activities. During World War II it
was used for Evensong on Sundays because the church
could not be easily ‘blacked-out’.

The family bedrooms were on the first floor, reached by the
main staircase, or the back-stairs for staff. The lavatory was
a venerable affair: access to the mahogany ‘throne’ was
made by ascending a step. It was flushed by raising a handle
which allowed water to cascade from a large cistern in the
attic above. I think that water to replenish this was pumped
up from a well at the north east corner of the entrance drive.
The cistern would probably have served the housemaid’s
pantry, where washstand jugs, basins, chamber-pots and
slops from the bedrooms would be serviced; and also the
butler’s pantry on the ground floor.
At the other end of the house was a large nursery (later a
study), a bathroom (the only one in the house) and a
nursemaid’s bedroom.
On the second (attic) floor were the four maids’ bedrooms
and a large linen cupboard and space for storage, ironing,
mending etc.

Numbers of staff varied and peaked in 1861 when there were
six servants. From time to time these included housekeeper,
cook, waitress, parlourmaid, housemaid, lady’s maid and
nursery maid. These would be augmented by casual staff
from the village for special occasions. The permanent staff
were housed in the attic: except there was a room above the
kitchen for a manservant which had its own staircase; thus
quite apart from the women in the attic!
Staff at Barwell Rectory 1903. Charles Henry Belton is
second from the left.

Heating was by coal fires and some gas fires. Electricity was
installed in 1928 with a loan from Queen Anne’s Bounty of
£120. Before that there was gas-lighting: the gas light in the

Barwell Rectory: View
from hall through
loggia to south garden
1947.
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Of particular interest is Charles Henry Belton, coachman,
head gardener (and captain of the bell ringers in the church).
He worked at the rectory from 1890 until his death in 1947.
His day apparently ‘….. started at 5.30 a.m. with a cup of
cocoa; he then lit the fires in the kitchen and greenhouses,
fed the stock, milked the cow etc, returning home for
breakfast about 9 a.m.’ Many of his family supported the
church and rectory. Amongst these was his grandson, the late
Thomas C. Belton, to whom I am much indebted for giving
me invaluable details of rectory life. Further garden staff
were recruited from the village as required by the season.

Other members of the staff during the early part of the
twentieth century were Kate Cox from Oxford
(housekeeper), Mrs Mannion, née Needham, of Church Lane
(in charge of the laundry), Mrs Clifford from Stoke Golding,
Dorothy Clifford, Marion Needham (parlourmaids), Fanny
Belton (housemaid), Mrs Valance from Stoke Golding and
Mrs Stretton, Kathleen Belton, Richard Belton, Alf May
(gardener) and Oliver Lockley (gardener).

Under the heading ‘staff’, mention should be made of the
Titley dogs! - a long succession of black retrievers, all called
‘Sailor’, and laid to rest in the avenue down to the fishpond;
each grave marked with a stone.

About ten yards from the staff/tradesmen’s entrance to the
house was the stable-yard. This included a coach-house,
harness room (with fireplace), loft containing hay, turnips etc
for the horse (‘Blackie’ circa 1900) and one cow, potting
shed, cowshed, loose box and privy. Across the yard were
two pigsties. On the west side of the garden were a walled

formal garden and; beyond that, a green containing the
laundry with its own pump (which was originally the village
school and was superseded by the new National Church
School). Next to this was the greenhouse for raising house
plants and vegetables, which grew in the vegetable garden,
and the orchard with chickens. Behind the stables was the
‘deer acre’ so called because the Reverend Titley had to buy
it at a ‘dear’ price because of the threat that it might be
developed as a road.
The whole rectory estate covered about 4 1 / 2 acres.
Immediately on the south side of the house was an
immaculate croquet lawn. This led on through wrought iron
gates, across the ha-ha, to two tennis courts. Further down
was the fishpond: it gave the impressive semblance of a river
when viewed from the house. The vinery, north of the
croquet lawn and on the side of the house, contained Black
Hamburg grapes. I recollect they were so virile that they
started to lift off the glass roof!

The end of an era arrived when my father left Barwell in
1952, and the rectory was sold for £4,200 and converted into
flats. It was demolished in 1972: the site is now a housing
estate.

References and Sources:
1. For further information on the Titley family and their
connections with Barwell, see: Gerald T. Rimmington, The
Parish of Barwell and the Titley Family. Leicestershire
Historian. 1997 Vol 4 No 5: 31-48.
2. Correspondence with the late Mr. Thomas C. Belton.
3. Census Returns of 1851 and 1871.
4. Memories of the author.

Barwell Rectory: Looking south from the rectory towards the tennis courts and fishpond 1947.
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A Survival from Georgian Leicester:
Number 17, Friar Lane.
Terry Y. Cocks

n the Victoria County History of Leicestershire (Vol. IV,
1958) this house is described as ‘the handsomest
Georgian house now left in the old town’. Pevsner calls
it ‘a really fine design of 1750’ though documentary
evidence indicates that the actual date was some ten to
twenty years later. As a town house for a well-to-do
merchant or professional man, its dignified frontage bears
comparison with contemporary country houses such as the
splendid former parsonages at Church Langton and
Mountsorrel.

The name ‘Friar lane’ is derived from the neighbouring
Friary of the Franciscans or Grey Friars, which in 1485
became the burial place of King Richard III. The sole
remnant of the Friary buildings today is a small stretch of
wall in the New Street car-park. (1) Some years after the
dissolution in 1538, the site of the Friary (approximately
covering the area now bounded by Hotel Street, St. Martin’s
with Peacock Lane, Southgate Street and Friar Lane) came
into the possession of the Herrick family, who owned it until
1711. After 1743 the property was divided by the then
owner, Rogers Ruding of Westcotes; it was at that time that
New Street was constructed.

In 1752 the rest of Ruding’s property was purchased by
Richard Garle, a wealthy mercer, evidently as a speculation,
as over the next few years he sold much of it in separate
portions. The house built by the Herricks, a large mansion

itself named Grey Friars, was bought in 1759 by William
Bentley, a mercer, for £2,800. By 1771 however, only part
of the purchase money had been paid; accordingly a further
transaction was arranged, by which Grey Friars was returned
to the possession of Richard Garle, whilst some of the
property was bought by John Barratt, a hosier, who paid
£788 6s. 8d. to Bentley and £361 13s. 4d. to Garle, a total of
£1,150. After Richard Garle died in 1776, his widow sold
Grey Friars to Thomas Pares of Pares’s Bank, which in 1800
was established in a corner of the garden, and was eventually
amalgamated with the Westminster Bank.

The property purchased by John Barratt in 1771 included
‘the messuage…..on the northwarde of a certain place called
the ffryer or Grey ffryars Lane’. This was the house which is
now 17 Friar Lane; it appears to have been built for William
Bentley sometime between 1759 and 1771. Barratt took up
residence there. A Rate Book, or, to give it its official title,
Assessment for the necessary Relief of the Poor and for
other Purposes of 1807 gives the rateable value of the house
as £32, and the rate paid, at 1s. 9d. in the pound, as £2 16s.
0d.

When John Barratt’s son Thomas died in 1853, 17 Friar
Lane was inherited by his only daughter, Mary Jane Barratt,
who in the following year was married to the Revd. Richard
Fawsett, Vicar of Christ Church, Bow Street, Leicester. In
the first census return of 1841 the occupants were Mr. and
Mrs. Fawsett, an un-named son five
days old, two female servants and a
manservant. The family lived here
until 1852, when Richard Fawsett
became Rector of Smeeton
Westerby. The house was then
leased to Dr. Thomas Warburton
Benfield (1821 - 1890), who had
practiced in Leicester since 1844
and was a surgeon at Leicester
Infirmary from 1852 to 1880.
With Dr. Benfield’s occupancy
more details about 17 Friar Lane can
be found; rooms used in his time are
identifiable today. Besides the outer
and inner halls, the dining room and

No. 17 Friar Lane, described as the
finest eighteenth century house-front
in Leicester. Photograph by F. L.
Attenborough. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland,
location mark DE 3736 Box 11).
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large drawing room (with moulded plaster ceiling, marble
fireplace and lofty windows), the ground floor contained the
doctor’s consulting room, surgery and dispensary, and the
‘domestic offices’; beneath were wine and coal cellars. On
the first floor were seven bedrooms or dressing-rooms, one
of which was later converted to a bathroom; above, up a
narrow flight of stairs, were boxrooms and small bedrooms
for the servants. According to the 1861 census return the
house was then occupied by Dr and Mrs Benfield, a
dispensing assistant, cook, housemaid, footman and errandboy. One speculates as to how the bedrooms were allocated surely the doctor and his wife did not occupy the first floor
in solitary state, while all the rest slept in the low-ceilinged
second-floor rooms? Perhaps the dispensing assistant was
regarded as being higher in the social hierarchy than the
domestic servants, and was placed accordingly!

After having rented the property for
fourteen years, Dr. Benfield purchased it
from Mrs. Fawsett in 1866, for the sum of
£2,850. He then rebuilt the rear wing of the
house. Later he extended the garden by
buying part of the Grey Friars land from
the Leicester Corporation, which had
purchased the estate from the Burnaby
family, and in 1872-3 the street known as
Grey Friars was developed across its site.
A curious document exists, an ‘Agreement
as to Encroachment on the Causeway, Friar
Lane’. It seems that in 1883 Dr. Benfield
erected a gateway adjoining his house for
access to the coach-house, but on
completion it was found that one of the
piers of the new gate projected slightly
onto the pavement. It was accordingly
agreed that the doctor should pay the
Corporation a rent of one shilling per
annum, payable on 1st July each year. This
however is no longer a source of income to
the City Council as the offending gateway
was long ago demolished!
By this time the character of the district

Letter of 26 January 1935 from the Hon.
Sec. of the Leicestershire Archaeological
Society, S. H. Skillington, to Lucas
Rumsey, Clerk to Leicestershire County
Council, about the County Council
Committee meeting on 29 January to be
attended by the deputation presenting the
case to save Dr Benfield’s House (no. 17
Friar Lane, Leicester). Note the interesting
references to the ‘delicacy of the situation’
and Skillington’s reference to himself as
‘being an outsider, I am quite independent
and have no axe of any sort to grind.’
(Reproduced by permission of the Record
Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland, location mark DE 5395/73).
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was fast changing; Dr Benfield must have been one of the
last private residents of Friar Lane. As early as 1870 the
Lane contained several solicitors’ offices; the Gas Office
was situated at number 21, and directly opposite the doctor’s
house, at number 14, was the office of the Freehold Land
and Permanent Benefit Building Society (later the Leicester
Permanent Building Society). This now houses the Bank of
Scotland, so the symbol of its original purpose, a carved
stone beehive over the doorway, is still appropriate.

In 1871 it was resolved that a new Town Hall should be built
on the Grey Friars site. One design for the projected building
shows it as planned in Grey Friars, with number 17 Friar
Lane in the distance, snuggling up to its imposing potential
new neighbour. However, a year later this scheme was
abandoned and the site of the old Cattle Market in Horsefair

Street was chosen instead for the new Town Hall.

Dr Benfield died a prominent local figure in 1890. He left no
children. The house was occupied by his widow, Mrs Sarah
Eleanor Benfield, until her death in 1903. In November 1906
it was leased by the doctor’s trustees for use as the
Wyggeston Girls’ Junior School, the annual rental for the
first year being £40, and for subsequent years £100. A
contemporary photograph shows the girls playing rounders
in the garden (now a car park), with several trees, and a large
greenhouse which seems very vulnerable with games so
close at hand, and the spire of St. Martin’s Church (now the
Cathedral) in the background.
In 1914 the property was offered for sale in two lots; the first
consisted of ‘a comfortable residence containing three
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reception rooms, eleven bed and dressing rooms’, etc., while
lot 2 (the garden and outbuildings) was described as a
‘valuable building site’. Both lots were sold to the County
Council for £12,930. The Wyggeston Girls’ School vacated
the premises in 1915, moving to the Newarke, after which
the County Health Department was transferred to Friar Lane
from its offices in Bowling Green Street. The Public Health
Laboratory was installed in one of the servants’ bedrooms
on the second floor (incidentally, at that time the telegraphic
address of the Health Department was ‘Isolate, Leicester’).
There were more rooms available than at first required,
several remaining empty for some years, but this situation
gradually changed until the Health Department overflowed
into other buildings nearby.

New County Council offices were erected on the site of the
gardens and outbuildings in 1920. In 1935
the County Council proposed to increase the
space available for accommodation by
adding a new storey to the Georgian
building. This resulted in outcry as reports in
the local press show, it being felt that such
changes would spoil the eighteenth century
home. Amongst those who raised objections
were the Leicestershire Archaeological
Society along with the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings. A
compromise was eventually reached and an
extension adjoining 17 Friar Lane was built
instead, located between Grey Friars and
Friar Lane, and designed by local architect
William Keay to blend with the Georgian
frontage of number 17.
In 1968 all these offices were vacated when
the staff moved to the newly-built County
Hall at Glenfield - a greater contrast to the
Health Department’s eighteenth-century
quarters can hardly be imagined. This house,
with the main County Offices, then became,
and still is, the property of Leicester City
Council. So for nearly a century ‘the
handsomest Georgian house now left in the
old town’ has been part of the centre of
Local Government administration in
Leicester.
Notes:
1. At a later date Friar Lane itself was known
as ‘Grey Friars’, the present street of that
name not being constructed until 1872-3
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Poor Relief in Nailstone 1799
Kathy Harman

hilst clearing out some cupboards in All Saints
Church Nailstone, near Ibstock, the Parish Church
Council discovered some Minute books and other
records of the Church. Amongst the papers was a single
foolscap-size sheet recording a decision made by the people
of Nailstone to assist the poor some 200 years earlier in
December 1799. A transcription of the document (1) is
shown in the box below right:

was no shortage of labour. Thus as wheat prices rose and the
farmers did well, agricultural wages were kept relatively
low.
The Nailstone poor relief resolution of 1799 specifically
mentions barley flour and it is interesting to note that there
was no shortage of barley flour to sell to the poor, possibly
even a surplus existed, with barley being the parishes’ major
crop as the combined crop returns of 1801 for Nailstone,
Barton in the Beans and Normanton show:
Barley
244 acres
33%
Turnips
159 acres
21%
Oats
191 acres
26%
Wheat
147 acres
20%
Potatoes
3 acres
0.4%
Peas
1 acre
0.1%
Beans
1 acre
0.1%
Rye
0 acres
0%
Total Arable 746 acres

So what was happening in 1799 that made it necessary to put
additional measures in place for poor relief? Nailstone
Parish residents were already paying a locally collected poor
relief tax. The job of collecting and dispensing this money
rotated every six months and at the time when the above
meeting took place, this job was held by Joseph Knowles.
Therefore it seems likely that Joseph, together with his
brothers who also attended the meeting, would have been in
a good position to be aware that the existing poor relief was
inadequate to keep the working poor (or those temporarily
without work) from need, and
decided to do something about it. December 2nd 1799 We the Inhabitants of Nailston have this Day held a meeting to consider
Those joining them in this the best Method in this time of Scarcity of relieving the Poor of the said Parish and have
resolution all had a vested enter d into the following Resolutions
interest in that they either made a
living from agriculture or 1st That it is Resolved to Buy a Quantity of good Dry Barley and to send it to a Mill to be
depended on those who were
ground and to sell the Flower thereof at two Shillings per Stone
engaged in it.
2nd That two People be appointed treasurers for One Month and then to give up their

On the national and international
scene, the Napoleonic War was
in progress by 1799. Britain was
forced to be more self-sufficient
as the French blockaded the seas
meaning that wheat for bread
could no longer be imported.
Consequently, the price of grain
rose steeply in 1795-6, 17991801 and 1809-12. (2) Crop
returns for Leicestershire suggest
that the county made a
significant contribution to
increasing the country’s wheat
production, and by 1801 wheat
was the single largest crop in
Leicestershire. Production totals
for other crops also rose, the
most likely overall cause being
attributed
to
increased
production efficiency. (3) The
amount of labour required on the
land is thought to have remained
static or even to have fallen
slightly, and with the population
in Britain generally rising there
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Accounts and to pay into the hands of the two succeeding treasurers the Money they
have in hand
3rd

That John Harwood be appointed and he is agreed with to receive the Flower into his
shop and to sell the same to the Poor at two Shillings per Stone and to be paid One
penny per Stone for Selling and give up his Accounts to the Treasurer every week and
pay the money he received to the treasurer

4th

That the Poor shall be allowed to buy the Flower in certain Quantitys according to the
number of their Familys that a Man Women and Child One Stone per Week and for every
Child above One four Pounds

5th
6

That a Subscription is Entered into to defray the expences thereof
That Willm Knowles and Thomas Gardner are appointed treasurers for the time being
and are to received Subscriptions
Samuel Knowles
Willm Knowles
Thos Gardner
Richd Thirlby
Geo Godfrey
Thos Wain
Joseph Knowles
Frans Potter
John Harwood
Joseph Hextall

2- 2-0
1- 11-6
1- 11-6
0-15-0
0 7-6
0-10-6
0-10-6
0- 4-0
0- 4-0
1- 1- 0
8-17-6

Edward Hackett
George Houghton
Willm Cowleyshaw
Thos Brown
Joseph Poyser
Joseph Whall
Ths Adnutt
Thos Aldridge
Willm Smith
Henry Braunson

2- 2-0
0-10-6
0- 7-6
0-10-6
0- 4-0
1- 1- 0
2- 2- 0
0- 7- 0
0- 3- 0
0- 5- 0
7- 12- 6
16- 10- 0
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Nailstone Parish Records, Relief of the Poor, 1792 (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark DE 7041).
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It is also interesting to note that in general barley bread was
at this time out of fashion for bread production, it being
considered a poor substitute for wheat bread although it had
in the past commonly been used. The Victoria County
History for Leicestershire states that barley was ‘exclusively
devoted to brewing and livestock feeding by the beginning
of the nineteenth century’. (4)

What seems to have been happening therefore is that the
subscribers to the Nailstone relief of 1799 were making
provision for feeding their workforce by selling them
inferior barley flour at a price which they could afford. The
subscribing farmers may have sold the barley to the parish
for this purpose at a loss (or they may have received a
subsidy from the rates), but were gaining overall by not
having to raise the wages of their agricultural workers.

Most of the village at this time was employed in agriculture
with a smaller number of people being engaged in trades,
typically shop-keeping, blacksmiths and publicans. The
recorded population shortly before 1799 was not large – 165
inhabitants in total of whom there were 10 freeholders and
18 farmers. (5) In terms of the numbers actually receiving
poor relief, the Poor Rate Book for Nailstone for 1800 show
the numbers had jumped from 6 persons to 10 with a further
increase in 1801 to 15, indicating that conditions were
clearly worsening. The records also show the losses made
between buying and selling flour, plus also how the overall
expenditure on flour also jumped substantially from £93 a
year in 1799, to £150 in 1800, to £175 in 1801:
April 1800 to October 1800 – John Harwood Overseer accounts
Rec’d in
£71 – 14 - 4 1/2
Plus Loss on Flour
£20 – 18 - 1
Total £92 – 12 - 5 1/2
Paid for Flour
£54 – 10 – 1
Recd for Flour
£33 – 12 - 0
Total loss
£20 – 18 – 1
10 regular receivers of poor relief

Poor are very thankfull for them at A farthing Each & I have
had 2d. Barrell down last night by the Waggon and if they
go off Readily, I will have on Every week, for three or four
weeks to come; a Barrell contains 12 Hundred Herrings and
Cost rather more than a Halfpenny each’ (29th March 1801).
In the previous year the agent also noted ‘In some places
they agree and Buy Barley and Grind it, and Sell it to the
Poor at 5s. a Bushell, and the Loss made up by the Parish’.
(6)

Unfortunately no further information has been found about
what happened in Nailstone after 1801 although by 1802
there was a temporary truce with France and it seems likely
that the higher level of poor relief operating from 1799 was
no longer needed. If anyone reading this has any further
information about the years 1799 to 1801 in Leicestershire I
would be very happy to hear of it.
References:

1. Nailstone Parish Records 1799. Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland: (addit) DE7041.
2. P. Horn, Life and Labour in Rural England, 1760-1850,
(Macmillan, 1987), p52-3.
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October 1800 to April 1801 – John Knowles Overseer accounts
Paid for barrel of rice and herrings £14 2s. 2d.
Paid for Barley £170 7s. 11 1/2 d.
Rec’d for Barley £135 11s. 2 1/2 d.
Loss of £34 16s. 9d.
15 regular receivers of poor relief.

April 1801 to October 1801 – John Harwood Overseer
Paid for Barley, Rice and Herrings £86 0s.6d. Rec’d for
ditto £53 14s 6d
Difference £32 6s 0d
15 regular receivers of poor relief.

From October 1800, the additional purchase of barrels of
rice and herring is also of note. It is interesting that the same
thing was also happening elsewhere. For example, in
Bedfordshire, where the agent of the Wrest Park estate
bought ‘a Barrell of Scotts Herrings…last week, and the
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Contemporary illustration of Nailstone: All Saints Church,
from John Nichols The History and Antiquities of the County
of Leicester, vol IV, part II, 1811, reprinted 1971.
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The Prince Regent’s Visit to Belvoir, 1814
J. D. Bennett

n 27th December 1813, the Prince Regent – the
future George IV, set out from Carlton House,
his London residence, for Belvoir Castle in
Leicestershire. The timing was not auspicious for a
journey: thick fog blanketed the Metropolis, coupled with
a severe frost and a heavy fall of snow. The carriage
lamps proved to be totally inadequate, and by the
time the royal party had reached Kentish Town,
and an outrider had fallen into a ditch, it was
decided to turn back. By the following day
however, conditions had improved and the
Regent started again. This time the journey
was successful, and after stops at Hatfield
House (the seat of the Marquess of
Salisbury), Apethorpe Hall (the Earl of
Westmorland), and Cottesmore Hall (the
Earl of Lonsdale), he arrived six days later
at Belvoir on 2nd January 1814.
(Illustration right: The Prince Regent)

The reason for this particular visit by the Prince Regent to
Belvoir was the christening of the infant Marquess of
Granby, one of five surviving children of the 5th Duke and
Duchess of Rutland. The Marquess had been born in August
1813 and brought from Cheveley Park, the Duke’s residence
near Newmarket. The christening had originally been
planned for an earlier date, but had had to be postponed
because of the confirmation of the Regent’s daughter,
Princess Charlotte of Wales, at Windsor Castle on Christmas
Day.

At the time, Belvoir Castle was in the process of being
rebuilt. The driving force behind the rebuilding was the
Duchess, the former Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of the
5th Earl of Carlisle, who had married John Henry, Duke of
Rutland in 1799. Work had begun in 1801 under the

direction of the architect James Wyatt, but after he was
killed in a carriage accident in 1813, it continued
under the supervision of the Reverend John
Thoroton, the Rector of Bottesford and the
Duke’s domestic chaplain, an enthusiastic amateur
architect who had been involved from the outset.
(1)

A force of yeomanry cavalry escorted the
royal party from Grantham to Belvoir,
where large numbers of the Duke
of Rutland’s tenants turned out to
greet the illustrious visitor, ‘with
females
of
interesting
appearance, conducted by brothers,
mothers, and family connexions,
wearing their best rustic attire,
while others of higher rank in
society appeared in more fashionable
garb’. (2). The Prince was received at the castle by the Duke.
A royal salute of 21 guns was fired from the cannon on the
battlements, and the band of the Leicestershire Militia
played God Save the King. The Prince was presented with
the key to the Staunton Tower, the chief stronghold of the
Castle, from which the royal standard flew. Shortly
afterwards, the Prince was joined by his eldest brother,
Frederick, Duke of York, both of whom, together with the
Dowager Duchess of Rutland, representing their mother,
Queen Charlotte, were to be the Marquess’s godparents.
The christening ceremony took place in the evening on 4th
January and was carried out by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, ‘in the presence of the whole of the nobility and
gentry at the Castle’; with the Marquess being christened
George John Frederick, after his father and two godfathers.
Afterwards the Regent bestowed a knighthood on the
Reverend John Thoroton, although the
reasons for this are not clear, perhaps in
recognition of his architectural endeavours.
There was another royal salute, and a further
rendering of the National Anthem, after
which the Castle, whose exterior was
illuminated by a display of fireworks, was
thrown open to the Duke’s tenants, ‘…in the
true spirit of Old English hospitality. The
bells rang merry peal, the fiddlers were busy
among the rustics, while others sat down to
defy the cold by copious draughts’ (3), with
50 gallons of punch having been prepared for
the occasion by the Duke’s butler.
Meanwhile, the Duke and his illustrious
guests sat down to ‘a voluptuous dinner,
Belvoir Castle.
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consisting of every delicacy of the season’, celebrating not
only the christening of the Marquess but also the Duke’s
thirty-sixth birthday. ‘The dinner table contained such a
display of plate as was, perhaps, never before seen, except at
the Regent’s Grand Fete: four full services of gold and silver
were in use, besides an immense quantity of vases, &c.’.(4)
In honour of his host, the Prince Regent wore the Belvoir
uniform of scarlet and buff, as did the other male guests.
After the speeches and toasts at the end of the meal, there
was yet another artillery salute of 21 guns. This was
followed by a ball, ‘at which nearly all the persons of note in
the neighbourhood were present’. The Journal also noted
that a new state bed had been prepared for the Regent’s use
which it reported to have cost £2000.

The ceremonies continued the following day with the Prince
Regent receiving addresses from the Corporations of
Leicester and Grantham. Leicester was represented by the
Mayor, Alderman William Walker, a wool merchant,
attended by the Recorder, Mr Serjeant Vaughan, four
Magistrates, the Town Clerk, the Chamberlain, the
Macebearer and other Corporation servants, who had left the
town after breakfast in ‘four handsome private carriages,
attended by outriders’. They arrived at Belvoir, by 1.00 p.m.
to be introduced to the Regent by the Duke of Rutland, after
which the Recorder delivered the loyal address, ‘with a
dignified respect and attention, and in a tone of manly
feeling most suitable to the occasion’. (5) After giving his
reply, the Regent conferred a knighthood on Alderman
William Walker, and both corporate deputations then sat
down to ‘a handsome dinner provided by the Duke’.
Before leaving Belvoir Castle the Prince Regent named one
of the towers the ‘Regent Tower’ in remembrance of his
visit. (6) He left Belvoir on 7th January along with the Duke
of York, the return route to London taking in Burghley
House, the seat of the Earl of Winchelsea, and Buckden
Palace, the residence of the Bishop of Lincoln. Carlton
House was reached on 11th January.

There is a sad postscript to this event. The infant Marquess
of Granby died only five months later in June 1814 and was
buried at Bottesford. (7)
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“So hot an affair” Leicestershire men in the
Crimean War - the Great Redan

T

Robin P. Jenkins

he Redan is largely forgotten now. Yet, had events
been better managed, or our generals luckier perhaps,
then we might conceivably still celebrate the 18th
June each year as an Anglo-French day of mutual respect
and congratulation, marking the anniversary of the triumphal
conclusion of the siege of Sevastopol.

The Russian War, of which the Crimean campaign including
the Siege of Sevastopol were part – though now best
remembered – was brought to an end one hundred and fifty
years ago. This was commemorated recently with an
exhibition at the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland, from which much of what follows is derived.

It is the war which popularly brings to mind the Charge of
the Light Brigade, the ‘Lady with the Lamp’, and the
expression the ‘thin red line’. It is also the war that gave us
cardigans, raglan sleeves and balaclavas, war correspondents
and the Victoria Cross. In many ways it was the herald of
‘modern’ warfare; of trenches and mechanisation.

The Redan was one of the large fortifications around
Sevastopol, the great Russian naval base. During the Russian
War of 1854-56, the capture of this great city had become
the focus of Britain’s war aims, though a goal that was not
completely satisfactorily achieved. Sevastopol did indeed
fall to Britain and her allies but only after the Russians
withdrew, having first successfully repelled two British
assaults.

Eye-witness accounts of the events leading up to this are
recorded by Leicestershire soldiers who took part in the
action. By June 1855 the British and French armies
besieging Sevastopol were ready to strike. For nine months
they had endured extremes of heat and cold, had starved and
died in droves from neglect, disease and enemy action. As
Thomas Knapp, a Frisby man with the Royal Artillery had
written home to his father the previous November: ‘if we
have to winter here not half the army that came out will ever
return’. (1)
With better weather, spirits rose and as the allied trenches
crept ever closer to the Russian defences it was clear that
there would soon be a grand assault. Two defensive
positions dominated the Russian lines - the Malakoff, a vast
emplacement of stone and earth, studded with guns, and the
Great Redan. Whilst the French engineers scraped and
tunnelled towards the Malakoff, their British counterparts
dug their approaches to the Great Redan.

On 7th June 1855 the final moves were made, preliminary to
an assault. The Mamelon, a defence work in front of the
Malakoff, and ‘The Quarries’ which obstructed the British
approach to the Redan, were stormed and held. Colour
Sergeant R. Gibbins, a Leicester man with the 90th Foot,
was close by: ‘acting as a support during the first attack, and
occupying the works after it was over’. He watched in horror
as some of the storming party swept on after the retreating
Russians ‘and found themselves close up to the Redan, a

The assault of the
Redan, 18 June
1855.
(Reproduced by
permission of the
Record Office for
Leicestershire,
Leicester and
Rutland).

29

Leicestershire Historian 2006

battery mounting upwards of one hundred guns…and would
have attacked but for the immense ditch in front, which our
men had no means of crossing as …no scaling ladders were
brought with them.’(2)
The final assault could not be long delayed. By now the
British took upon themselves a supporting rôle. Far
outnumbered by the French forces, it was inevitable that
they should have been assigned the Redan while the vast
Malakoff became the target of the French.

It remained only to pick the day. What better than 18th June
– the anniversary of Waterloo, to eclipse (or expunge)
former memories with the glory of a new, Anglo-French,
triumph if Sevastopol fell. The stakes were high. It is now
clear that the British commander, Lord Raglan, had
deliberately disregarded clear instructions from his
government to suspend active siegework in favour of a move
deeper into the Crimea. Raglan, it seems, was banking upon
a successful attack on Sevastopol, which would save his
reputation and justify all the hardships of the siege.

It was widely reported afterwards that, as Private William
Kirby, of Nether Seale, noted, ‘the Russians must have
known when the attack was to be made’. Indeed, it would
have been extraordinary had they not known. Preceded by an
800 gun bombardment, which the Russians must have
detected, the French attack went in at dawn, the traditional
time for such things. Despite much gallantry, the French
attack faded away in the face of grape shot from cannon, and
the musket fire from Russian troops lining the Malakoff’s
walls, two-deep.

With the Russian flag still flying over the Malakoff, there
was nothing to be gained by attacking the Redan.
Nevertheless, flags were waved and a rocket fired from Lord
Raglan’s headquarters to signal the assault. It has even been
suggested that Raglan felt honour alone demanded that the
British attack – if only to circumvent future French
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The Malakoff seen from the
French trenches.
(Reproduced by permission
of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland, location mark
DE 6007/12).

suggestions that their failure was due to a lack of British
support!

William Kirby, the Nether Seale artilleryman, watched the
attack with a professional eye: ‘I never saw so hot an affair,
and kept up so long, since I came on the Crimea…the chief
things which they fired …were grape and canister, and these
you know are more dangerous than shot and shell; for you
can hear in what direction the latter are coming, but grape
and canister fly all roads’. He marvelled at the fierceness of
the Russian defence. ‘They all seemed to be drunk, which I
believe was the case, so they fought more like devils than
men. They mounted the parapets and kept up a tremendous
fire of musketry; for they had it so arranged, that while one
party was firing on the parapets, the others were loading
below…’ (3)
The 17th (or Leicestershire) Regiment was in the thick of it.
They had crammed into the front line trenches before dawn
on 18th June, listening to the sounds of the French attack
and awaiting their own signal to advance. Henry Clayton
was there with the regiment’s light company, though his
thoughts were at home: ‘I could Describe the Sensation
Peculiar to young Soldiers on being formed up to front an
enemy for the first time when we were waiting behind the
trench and get the order to fix Bayonets and cap our firelocks
I began Thinking and Wondering what you would be doing
at home…and I began to feel as if I would like to be at
home…’ (4)

The British attack was made in two columns - the third,
central, column never left the trenches. Clayton and his
comrades of the 17th Regiment were with the left column.
Corporal James O’Malley was also there, serving in the
grenadier company under Captain John Croker. He set off
with a party carrying scaling ladders and woolpacks,
intended to provide cover from the enemy fire. O’Malley
recalled the violence of their reception: ‘As the allied troops
advanced to the assault, they were met by a shower of shot,
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The interior of the Redan shortly
after its fall, showing the effect
of the allied bombardment.
(Reproduced by permission of
the
Record
Office
for
Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland).

shell, grape and canister, rifle bullets and pieces of old iron,
even old nails which were discharged by the Russians from
the Redan…Our general Sir John Campbell and our Captain
John Croker were killed as we got close up to the Redan. I
was close to him in the front rank when he fell. Many of the
ladder men were killed and the ladders strewed the field.’ (5)

Without covering fire from their own artillery and obstructed
by a succession of Russian defences, the British attack
stalled. Corporal John Dexter, a Queniborough man with the
17th Regiment, was another member of John Croker’s
company. Ordered out of their trenches by Lord West,
Dexter and his comrades doubled across the open ground:
‘but what was our surprise when we got out into the open
plain in front of the battery, the whole of the guns opened a
most murderous fire of grape shot, and swept us down by
scores…my Captain, poor fellow, who was killed by my
side, said, “men lie down it is impossible to advance,” we
lay down and our Captain told us to keep on our bellies…a
round of grape came and struck us, and killed my Captain
and 5 of the other 6 men, leaving myself and another
only…I scarcely thought a sparrow could live, I saw my
comrades falling all around me, my firelock was smashed to
pieces out of my hands; there I lay afraid to retire to the
trench, the firing was so hot.’ (6)
It was a scene of carnage and destruction. Corporal Philip
Smith, whose Victoria Cross was awarded for gallantry that
day was the Royal Leicestershire Regiment’s (and their
successors, the Royal Anglian’s) first such medal. Smith
repeatedly braved the Russian missiles to carry his wounded
comrades to safety.

The British casualties alone were in the region of 1,500
killed and wounded, the French twice that number. As
Corporal Dexter wrote home: ‘the killed and wounded, as far
as we could, we brought away with us, under a most galling
fire, and those we did not bring that morning, were got the

next day during a flag of truce. Out of my own company our
Captain was killed, and two-thirds of the remainder that
went out with us to the assault, were either killed or
wounded.’(7) Elsewhere, those killed included a Leicester
man, John Newton, who had gone to the attack with the 47th
Regiment.
The mood of the allies following the catastrophe of 18th
June 1855 verged on despair. Ten days later Raglan himself
was dead; of a broken heart it was said, though cholera
seems a more likely cause. Still there was no change in
strategy, as the French engineers dug ever closer to the
Malakoff and the British began to prepare once again for
another attempt on the Redan.

On 8th September the French once again surged out of their
entrenchments and into the Malakoff. This time there were
no mistakes. The French lines had been dug to within
twenty-five yards of the Russian lines and the attack, when it
came, came as a surprise. At noon the French leapt over the
Russian parapets to find the garrison largely absent at lunch.
Within minutes the tricolour was flying above the Malakoff.
Despite desperate Russian counter-attacks, the French flag
remained in place. Sevastopol was doomed.
Eager to play their part, the British assault parties rushed
forward to attack the Redan. With further to go and without
the advantage of surprise, the attack proved no less
catastrophic than that of 18th June. The Leicester-born
Colour Sergeant Gibbins, of the 90th Regiment, was with
the storming party. Alerted by the fighting at the Malakoff,
the Redan’s garrison ‘opened a most terrible fire of shot,
grape, and musketry.’(8) Climbing over his dead and dying
comrades in the ditch, Gibbins ascended a scaling ladder and
climbed over the parapet into the Redan. Four officers fell
dead in front of him but Gibbins and his men held on,
driving the Russians back to a second line of defence.
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Russian gun emplacements at Sevastopol immediately after the city’s fall, September 1855. (Reproduced by permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

For a time the fate of the Redan hung in the balance. When
musketry failed, the troops of both sides threw stones and
artillery shot at each other. The arrival of Russian
reinforcements finally decided the affair, as Gibbins
recorded: ‘as our ranks were pretty well thinned, and no
more came up to help us, they drove us fairly out of the
battery…The Russians now came up in swarms…forced us
off the parapet and into the ditch…I had lost my firelock and
bayonet, and forage cap. I immediately secured another
firelock and bayonet, which, luckily, was loaded: on looking
round I saw the enemy close behind and not many of our
own men left. I gave them a farewell shot, and ran
bareheaded for my life.’

Of the 44 men of Gibbins’s company who stormed the
Redan on 8 September, only 18 returned to the British lines.
Also left amongst the dead and dying who littered the ditch
and parapet was William Ward, the son of a retired Leicester
policeman, who had reached the Crimea that summer as one
of a draft for the 2nd Rifle Brigade. Not far away lay the
severely wounded body of Colour-Sergeant P. Read, of
Broughton Astley, who had fallen alongside dozens of his
comrades of the 33rd Regiment.
Plans were immediately laid for another assault the
following morning but it was not to be. Having lost the
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Malakoff, the Russians could no longer hold Sevastopol.
While the next wave of British assault troops filed into the
trenches below the Redan, the Russians quietly abandoned
their defences and withdrew from the city across a pontoon
bridge which their engineers had built across the harbour.
The news came to the allies as something of an anti-climax;
a feeling well summed up by the 17th Regiment’s James
O’Malley: ‘We could hardly credit the news, so accustomed
had all been to the constant dashing of our hopes and the
non-fulfilment of happy predictions. All that day we were
very busily engaged in burying the dead.” (9)
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Stephen Hilton – Industrialist, Churchman
and Mayor

A

Neil Crutchley

number of Leicester’s significant Victorian
industrialists came from relatively humble origins,
and by a process of determination, hard work and
foresight achieved remarkable social, financial and political
success. One such was Stephen Hilton; born in Leicester in
1845 of working-class parents, the son of a stocking knitter,
and who by middle-age owned a chain of 129 shops, was a
Justice of the Peace and a long-serving member of the
Borough Council. He was elected Mayor of Leicester in
1904 and was the Vice-President of the national Primitive
Methodist Conference in 1906.

Hilton’s interest in the shoe and leather trade in which he
was to make his mark appears to have started young.
Evidently aware of the industrial changes that were going on
around him, Hilton commented in later life on how ‘The
knowledge that boots and shoes were about to be made by
machinery exercised our youthful minds very much’. It was
at a time of considerable change as mechanisation of the
industry was taking place, with influential figures such as
Thomas Crick of Leicester at the forefront in developing
patents and introducing new machines such as the first solesewing machine to be used in England, all of which
contributed to the substantial growth of the number of boot
and shoe firms in Leicester from four in 1853 to around
seventy by 1867.

Hilton was apprenticed on 15th April 1860 to Richard
Rawlings, a leather currier. The work involved dressing and
colouring ready-tanned leather for re-sale to the shoe trade.
Hilton’s first year’s wages were two shillings a week. Food
and clothing were also provided, and in return, he was ‘not
to contract matrimony, play at cards or dice tables or any
other unlawful games whereby his master may have any loss
of his own goods. Not to haunt taverns or playhouses, nor
absent himself from his said master’s service day or night
unlawfully, but in all things, as a faithful apprentice, behave
himself towards his master and all his during the term.’

Hilton was twenty-two by the time he
completed his apprenticeship. He married
Harriet Gibson and the following year
their first child was born. They set up
home at 92 Syston Street, Leicester, and it
Advertisement for Stephen Hilton’s retail
boot and shoe shop, Belgrave Gate,
Leicester, from the Leicester Primitive
Methodist Quarterly Guide, No. 10 OctDec 1885. (Reproduced by permission of
the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland ).

was here in 1869, that Hilton began his own business as a
currier and leather cutter. Not long afterwards in 1870 both
home and the fledgling business were moved to rented
premises in Wharf Street. The business prospered, and by
1876, possibly inspired by Crick’s example, and with a
growing number of children to support, he expanded the
business to include shoe manufacturing. With the aid of a
£240 loan he bought the larger premises two doors away at
137-139 Wharf Street at auction for £670, and fitted a new
shop-front for £130. Hilton’s workforce by this time
consisted of a travelling salesman to seek out new orders, his
sister and a friend who worked as fitter and machinist, and a
press man and a rivetter, both of whom were to stay with
Hilton all their working lives. Hilton himself worked on
cutting the leather and in the shop selling leather and
machine thread.

Family and business activities were separated with the
family home moving to 25 Argyle Street, off Belgrave Road
and in 1880 Hilton decided to sell the currying and leathercutting business in order to concentrate his efforts on shoe
manufacturing. Borrowing £600 he bought land in Elmdale
Street in Belgrave on which he was to build his own factory.
In the meantime he temporarily moved the business from
Wharf Street to rented premises in Halford Street, naming
the business Paragon Boot and Shoe. Production at Elmdale
Street began in 1881. Lit by gas and with machinery
powered by a steam engine, the factory was considered
state-of-the-art for its time. A piercing steam whistle called
the workers at 6.30 a.m. Various styles of boots and shoes
were made, one of the most popular being a side-elastic boot
with a block front and patented cap.

Not long after the move Hilton opened two retail shops in
Derby and Loughborough. A Leicester branch was also
opened in Belgrave Gate and by 1885 an advertisement in
the Leicester Primitive Methodist Quarterly Guide referred
the reader to branches in Wolverhampton, Wirksworth,
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Company letterhead for S. Hilton and Sons showing the firm’s
premises in Freeschool Lane, Leicester. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland, location mark DE 6350/1).

Stratford-on-Avon and elsewhere. By 1889 there were
twenty-five Hilton shoe shops. Typically premises were held
on short-term leases and if they failed to pay within two
years, they were closed down.

Hilton also became a local politician, representing Belgrave
on the Borough Council. He moved to an impressive house
on the Loughborough Road and attended the local chapel on
Claremont Street where he became a leading figure in the
Primitive Methodist Church. Hilton’s daughter Harriet
married Richard Hallam who was at the time a Hilton
employee having started as a twelve year-old apprentice
clicker. Hallam became a shoe manufacturer in his own right
and also a well-known local politician.

Increased production led first to extending Elmdale Street in
1886 and then when this proved inadequate, the premises
were sold to his son-in-law, in order to fund the move to
larger premises in Freeschool Lane, which then remained the
company headquarters until 1962. By the time of the move,
Hilton was forty-four and had been joined in the business by
two of his four sons. The new Freeschool Lane factory was
considered a fine example of its time and featured in
contemporary accounts of Leicester:
‘There is no lack of fine businesses houses in
Leicester, but if a list of the handsomest and most
compactly arranged were to be compiled, Mr. S.
Hilton’s boot factory on Freeschool Lane would
occupy a high position ….Mr. Hilton is always among
the very first manufacturers to adopt improved
machinery when its efficiency has been satisfactorily
demonstrated, and the various appliances in use in the
several departments of the works represent the best
machines used in the trade...Mr. Hilton has no
difficulty in disposing of unlimited quantities of his
manufactured goods, and manufactures exclusively for
his own retail shops of which he owns 40 throughout
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Stephen Hilton, Mayor of Leicester, 1904.

the provinces…He is at the present time the only
large manufacturer in Leicester who retails the
whole of his own production. His shops are mostly
in large and busy centres of commerce, and constant
demands are received from the managers of the
branches for supplies of this stock’ (1)

A further major change in the business occurred at the end
of 1895 when the decision was taken to withdraw from
shoe manufacturing and concentrate on the retail trade.
Various reasons were given for this, including the industrial
unrest that had resulted in the national strike and lock-out
of April 1895. Whatever the cause, it proved a wise move.
Between 1895 and 1897, thirty more retail branches were
opened and by the turn of the twentieth century, the total
number of branches was ninety-nine.
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Stephen Hilton with sons - Stephen, Joseph, George and Frederick, 1908.

Like many of his fellow Leicester industrialists, Hilton was a
Liberal with strong Christian beliefs. Considered a good and
fair employer, many of his employees remained with him
throughout their working lives. With his undoubted business
flair went a genuine sense of public duty and the desire to
serve the town of his birth. He was a tireless worker for the
Primitive Methodist Church and a respected J.P. His many
years as the representative for the Belgrave Ward resulted in
his election as Mayor of Leicester in November 1904.

In his Mayoral speech, Hilton gave some idea of how much
change there had been during his own lifetime referring first
to the appalling state of the town in his youth and the
desperation of the stocking workers, who ‘from sheer
hunger, were driven to desperation’, and of ‘children being
sent to work with no formal education’ it being ‘unusual to
find working men and women who could both read and
write.’ Hilton went on to describe ‘What progress has been
made - a transformation has taken place, greater than which I
do not think can be found in this Kingdom ….. The
prosperity of our good old town is to some extent due to the
ability and enterprise of our predecessors in the Council.
Men of great ability and enterprise have preceded us, and to
their ability and industry we owe much.’
Hilton died while on holiday in Bournemouth on 16th March
1914. The Leicester Journal reported: ‘The late Alderman’s
association with the Belgrave district and its people was of

so long duration and of such intimate character that the
funeral ceremony drew the attention of thousands of people’.
A fitting farewell to an enterprising native of Leicester who
included in his Mayoral speech the words: ‘To Leicester, my
own native town, I owe much, and if during my year of
office I can be of some service to my town, that service shall
be willingly and thankfully rendered.’

Hilton left an estate of £109,004. The business was
continued by his sons: George, Joseph, Stephen and
Frederick. His eldest son George also followed him into
public life, becoming a J.P., a councillor, an Alderman, and
Mayor of Leicester in 1920, as well as a mainstay of the
Claremont Methodist Church where he was organist,
choirmaster and Sunday School Superintendent. A further
son, Alan, became Vice-Chairman of Leicestershire County
Council and a Deputy Lieutenant of Leicestershire. Hilton’s
Shoes continued to flourish in the twentieth century and
celebrated its centenary in 1969.
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Nature in Trust: the first 50 years of the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

T

Anthony Squires

his year the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust
is celebrating 50 years of conserving local wildlife.
With over 9,000 members, and assets approaching £2
million, it owns or manages 35 of the finest wildlife sites in
the two counties. These range in size from the tiny 0.65 ha
(1.6 acres) of grassland and scrub at The Miles Pieces at
Keyham, to the 281 ha (694 acres) of wetlands of Rutland
Water Nature Reserve. It has six very active local groups and
a small army of volunteers who work on the reserves in their
spare time. The Trust enjoys a high public profile and
occupies a prominent position in many aspects of local
landscape and environmental planning.

But it wasn’t always so. During the inter-war years of the
twentieth century and before the days of the Trust, naturalists
were typically rather solitary individuals who wandered the

Map showing the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust’s
present nature reserves.
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countryside doing much the same as their Victorian
predecessors had done: observing, collecting, recording,
writing papers in learned journals, and attending meetings of
local societies. Most of the populace viewed them as earnest
and well-intentioned, eccentric but mostly harmless, and what
they achieved was of little interest or importance. The
landscape that they roamed had been much affected by World
War One, but there were few moves towards protection or
conservation of what remained.

World War Two was to have a similar but more fundamental
impact on wildlife which removed any lingering
complacency. The great change to arable farming destroyed
huge areas of ancient grassland, including some in the
Charnwood Forest which had probably never previously been
ploughed. Meadows were drained with the loss of their rich

and varied floras, and ancient woodlands such as Buddon
Wood, which had escaped earlier destruction, were clear
felled. In 1945 the future for the local flora and fauna
appeared bleak and urgent action was called for.

At national level a few men of vision had foreseen the
problems that wildlife would face in post-war Britain. In 1941
the Society for the Promotion of Nature Reserves, founded in
1912, had established a Leicestershire Nature Reserves
Investigation Committee which reported its recommendations
for nature conservation in 1944. This was to lead to the
scheduling of the first Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSIs) nine years later. The ball had been set rolling: at least
there was now some serious movement towards addressing
the problems.

In 1954 Max Nicholson, then Director-General of the
Government-sponsored Nature Conservancy Council (NCC),
asked two Leicestershire men, leading ornithologist Ronald
Hickling, and the Director of Museums Trevor Walden, to
establish an organisation to protect what was left of the
county’s flora and fauna. Thus it was that on 24 February
1956 the Leicestershire Trust of Nature Conservation and
Sites of Historic Interest was born. (The Historic Interest part
of the name was subsequently dropped.) It was only the fourth
such Trust to be set up anywhere in the country and from
these modest beginnings was to grow a network of 47 similar
organisations which now extend across the whole of England
and Wales.

For many years after the war ended, successive governments
were occupied with national reconstruction. Industry, housing,
communications and agriculture were the priorities, and
provision for nature conservation came a long way down the
list. In these early years the tiny Trust faced a monumental
uphill struggle. Morale was often very low, leading Ronald
Hickling to reflect later that ‘However hard we tried, nothing
seemed to come our way’. At times in the late 1950s the
Trust’s very survival seemed in doubt and in 1959 it still had
only 50 members and an income of £32.10 shillings. One
problem was that nature conservation had not ‘come of age’
and too many naturalists still retained something of the prewar image of the tweedy birdwatcher or the dotty butterfly
collector.

The acquisition in 1961 of the Trust’s first reserve, Great
Fenny Wood at Quorn, would later be seen as the first turning
point. But this modest success was greatly over-shadowed by
the gathering of yet another massive wave of environmental
destruction which was the result of post-war politics. The
years of expansion, full employment and ‘You’ve never had it
so good’ saw towns and villages grow rapidly, hardstone
quarries expand production, the M1 motorway arrive in
Leicestershire, and a rise in levels of air pollution.

Perhaps the single most devastating aspect for naturalists was
the changes in farming. The arrival of the phenomenon which
attracted the epithet ‘the age of the barley barons’ brought the
ravages that the landscape was undergoing to the attention of
even the most unobservant traveller. Miles of hedgerows were
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ripped out to enlarge fields, land was drained, field ponds
were filled in and levelled - and all so that large-scale
machinery might operate to expand production. Re-seeding
involved the replacement of traditional forms of cereals and
grasses with a much smaller number that had been developed
to produce increased yields. One field near Blackbrook
Reservoir had once supported 90 species of flowering plants,
20 of which were grasses. After ‘improvement’ it grew three
high-yield strains, bred for the modern methods. These new
grasses and cereals were entirely dependent on the liberal
applications of poisonous sprays and factory-produced
nitrogen fertilizers to maintain yields. ‘Factory farming’ had
arrived and a large area of the Leicestershire countryside now
resembled an industrial estate.
In Rutland the situation was no better. Guy Messenger, in his
Flora of Rutland (1971), listed no fewer than 18 major factors
which were contributing to the post-war changes in wildlife
and concluded of his county, ‘There has been change
unparalleled of any comparable area of lowland Britain at any
previous time’.
At the height of these problems it was perhaps not surprising
that the Trust’s chairman, Trevor Walden, should remark in
his Annual Report for 1965-6: ‘Sometimes one wonders if it
[nature conservation in Leicestershire] is all worthwhile’.
Nevertheless, it was decided to launch a detailed inventory of
what had survived and was worthy of conserving. A field-byfield survey of Leicestershire began in 1967 under the

The Dimminsdale Nature Reserve including the lake,
occupies the site of the former eighteenth century limestone
mine.

direction of Ian Evans of Leicester Museum. The writer
remembers roaming the fields in the Charnwood area as one
of a team, recording what crops were growing, examining the
botanical contents of the hedges, investigating field ponds and
plotting badger sets. In parts of the county some of the finds
were astonishing. One meadow in the north-east, when visited
in May, contained over 300 spikes of green-winged orchid
and a carpet of adder’s-tongue fern.
In spite of all the setbacks the Trust did grow, largely on
account of the efforts and dedication of the honorary officers
who had a dream of the future and a deep love for the natural
world. Early television programmes, such as Look, were
beginning to arouse the national interest in wildlife. At a
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deeper level, the simple images of cuddly mammals and pretty
flowers were now fronting a growing awareness of how they
interacted with each other and with their environment. The
science of ecology was at last supplying the vital information
for effective conservation as opposed to mere protection.

Eventually, in 1971, Central Government produced its
Strategy for the Countryside document, the aims of which
became incorporated into the Leicestershire County Structure
Plan. At last, nature conservation appeared as an integral
element of planning along with housing, agriculture, transport
and the rest. The Trust now began work with the Nature
Conservancy Council which had been given considerable
powers to promote nature conservation. Working agreements
were also negotiated with other bodies such as British Steel
and British Rail. That with the River Dove Water Board gave
the Trust management of Dimminsdale, a former limeworking area on the border with Derbyshire which, after
abandonment in the nineteenth century, had developed an
interesting flora and fauna.
In May 1969 those present at a public meeting in Oakham
voted to join the Leicestershire Trust to form a single
organisation, and in the following year it was proposed, in
association with Anglian Water, to establish a 1200 acre
nature reserve at one end of the new Empingham Reservoir,
now Rutland Water. This was an exciting challenge for the
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Earl Ferrers’ limestone mine at Dimminsdale, Leicestershire,
in the eighteenth century. (Reproduced with permission of
Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services)

Trust since it provided the opportunity for engineering a
purpose built nature reserve from scratch. It would have
specially designed bunds, or banks, which would allow water
levels in the pools to be controlled. These would attract a wide
range of birds, including those which liked mud, others which
fed in shallow water, and those which were deep divers. Trees
were planted, and hides specially erected to accommodate the
birdwatchers who came in large numbers. In truth, success in
attracting wildlife was assured, since the site was on one of
the main bird migration routes through eastern England. More
recently, the success of the Osprey Project has brought media
attention and international recognition to the reserve.

Throughout the 1970s the hard work of the earlier years was
slowly beginning to show results over a wider field. Reserves
were now being acquired at the rate of at least one a year with
the huge Charnwood Lodge formally becoming Trust property
in 1972, and with the purchase of the Holwell Mineral Line
the following year. The Trust’s first paid officer was
appointed and an office opened in West Street, Leicester. But
the great bulk of the administration was still carried on the
shoulders of the honorary officers. At the same time, most of
the income, a modest £8,600, came from the subscription of
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fewer than 3,500 members, donations, and the proceeds of the
many voluntary efforts of the newly founded Ladies
Auxiliary, who arranged sherry mornings and exhibitions of
creative embroidery.

The passing of the Wildlife and Countryside Act in 1981,
which greatly increased the powers of the NCC, could later be
recognised as the start of a sea-change for nature conservation
in the hands of the Wildlife Trust. Nature was no longer
simply a scientific study; it had now become recognised as a
cultural activity in much the same way as people supported
the National Trust. As they demonstrated to save the whale
and to halt the destruction of the Rain Forest, they also
became aware of the activities of their local Trusts.

By the middle of the 1980s the Trust was beginning to find
itself on the move. It took over responsibility for more
reserves, especially valuable meadows such as Merry’s
Meadow near Greetham, Wymeswold Meadow and Herbert’s
Meadow in Charnwood. All this was achieved with a
membership that had still not risen significantly and with an
income of only £40,000.

Two entirely different and very welcome accolades arrived in
1991. The first was that Sir David Attenborough, who fondly
recalled his teenage years studying the wildlife of Charnwood
Forest, agreed to become the patron. Shortly afterwards, the
Rutland Water Nature Reserve was declared a Ramsar site
which recognised its international importance. It was also
declared a Special Protection Area under European legislation
and became the first man-made site worldwide to receive joint
designation. Here the Trust had shown that with thought,
careful planning, and goodwill from interested parties,
provision for wildlife could be accommodated with that for
boating, fishing, cycling and, of course, water supply.

An international gathering of governments in Rio De Janeiro
in 1992 (the Rio Summit) was to have enormous implications
for the future of the Trust. The UK government passed
responsibility for implementing the terms of the agreement it
had signed to the individual counties with the involvement of
local groups, including the Leicestershire and Rutland Trust.

The Rio Summit promoted a new international buzz term,
‘biodiversity’. This meant action aimed at conserving the
planet’s variety of life for future generations. Areas rich in
wildlife were to be more rigorously protected, those which
had become degraded were to be improved and, where
possible new ones would be created. This approach was
welcomed by the Trust who laid out a detailed scheme for
Leicestershire and Rutland. This is in full operation today
with such activities as the restoration of heathland at Bardon
Hill, the creation of many new field ponds, management for
Natterer’s bats on the Charnwood Lodge Reserve and the
monitoring and assistance of the otter’s return to local rivers.
In 1997, a change of name to the Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust came about, more appropriate to the Trust’s
expanding role.

By the mid 1990s the world of nature conservation had

Bee orchids are found almost exclusively in man-made
habitats as here at Ketton Quarry Nature Reserve, Rutland.

become one of complex targets, timescales, management
plans and similar features associated with a successful
business. To accommodate these changes the Trust has a fulltime director and a team of 23 professional ecologists,
conservationists and managers. They are supported in the field
by more than 400 active volunteers who coppice woodlands,
lay hedges, repair walls and clear scrub and bracken across the
two counties. The money to run the Trust is derived mostly
from grants, members’ subscriptions, consultancy fees from
client organisations and from legacies and donations. The
Trust also attracts a large number of generous patrons and
sponsors, including local industries, banks, water authorities
and statutory bodies.
At the start of the twenty-first century the main challenge for
the Trust is management for change. So what are the
prospects for the future of local wildlife? Perhaps the last
word should go to Peter Gamble who, as a very active
member and keen supporter, has been much involved with the
Trust since day one. Like many, he is very concerned about
the threat of global warming and the continued spread and
increase of population. However, he says, ‘If one were able to
discount such huge problems, largely outside our control, then
if we build on what has already been achieved, the future
looks promising and full of hope’.
The Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust can be
contacted at their office at Brocks Hill Environment Centre,
Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leics. LE2 5JJ.
Tel 0116 272 0444.

Email: info@lrwt.org.uk

The organisation’s web site is: www.lrwt.org.uk
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Opening up village history to the world:
Leicestershire Villages Web Portal
Chris Poole

The Leicestershire Villages web portal is a rich and diverse
census returns from 1841-1901 and church records from
collection of village information which is available over the
1669-1910, whilst East Norton has a gallery of
internet (www.leicestershirevillages.com). Funded by the
photographed images of entries from the baptism register
Leicestershire Rural Partnership, a major objective of the
from 1813 and a detailed list of graves from the cemetery
project has been to provide an outline template website for
with an associated map.
every village and town in Leicestershire. The pages are
freely available for local communities to use by adding their
With contributions from the East Midlands Oral History
own local content. This can be a mixture of current and
Archive, the multimedia content on the Leicestershire
historical information, illustrated by photographs, maps and
villages website has also grown significantly over the last
other images. To date over 2,300 individuals have registered
two years, with a variety of recorded memories now
to use these facilities. Typical current information which has
available. The village of Barwell, for example, contains
been made available in this
several recorded interviews,
way includes local news,
sound clips and transcripts of
For those interested in pursuing their own
events and contact details for
the interviews, along with
village website through the Leicestershire
local groups. An increasing
photographs. There are similar
Villages Web Portal Project, or contributing to
number of communities have
projects in Melton Mowbray,
started to add historical
Newton
Burgoland,
this growing online resource of local history
information, developing their
Hungarton, Oadby and Bardon,
information for Leicestershire villages and
own websites with the addition
whilst Syston have recorded
of local history projects such as
their own radio-style play
towns, visit the www.leicestershirevillages.com
village historical archives.
based on village memories for
website and register with an email address.
Increasingly this is proving
their village site.
effective in attracting interest
not only locally but also from further afield in the UK and
It is hoped that the above examples of current local history
overseas.
website work using the Leicestershire Villages web portal
project will help inspire other groups and communities to
One of the earliest historical projects to be developed was
similarly get involved. They also aim to illustrate how
for Fleckney where the history group were in the process of
effective the development of village web sites can be in
digitising their archive of photographs and objects. The
improving wider access to local historical resources.
group has subsequently created the largest online historical
photographic collection to date on Leicestershire Villages
For those interested in pursuing their own village website
with over one thousand images on the Fleckney village
through the Leicestershire Villages Web Portal Project, or
website (www.leicestershirevillages.com/fleckney). This
contributing to this growing online resource of local history
has since been followed by other villages including Syston
information for Leicestershire villages and towns, visit the
and Sapcote. There has also been a growth in the number of
www.leicestershirevillages.com website and register with
online village histories, for example on the websites for
an email address. The site has been created to enable Internet
Barrow Upon Soar, Rothley and Little Stretton. The pages
beginners as well as those with more experience to get
for these villages contain a wealth of information including
involved with their village site. Anyone can post relevant
details of the Roman villa in Rothley, the history of Little
information about their community once registered.
Stretton Church and the story of the lost Old King Bill pub
in Barrow Upon Soar. Whilst the website structure is similar
Both training and support are available for all users. The
for each village, it is adaptable to local needs enabling each
project office holds free monthly training sessions in
community to express its own local history content in its
Loughborough for people who are interested in adding
own way.
content to the site. There is also a comprehensive set of
tutorial guides in the Help section of the site, with support
The village websites are also becoming a useful resource for
being available by e-mail and telephone. Sound-recording
family history information. For example, the village site for
equipment such as that used for the Syston oral history
Cosby includes burial records from 1900-2005 and census
project is available for anyone in the community to borrow.
returns for the village for 1841, 1851 and 1891. These have
been transcribed and added to the site as a searchable
For more information, or to book a place on a training
spreadsheet by enthusiastic volunteers. Similarly, the
session e-mail admin@leicestershirevillages.com or call on
Seagrave site includes comprehensive transcriptions of
01509 643448.
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Local history – Rothley, Leicestershire Villages website.

Family history – Cosby, Leicestershire Villages website.
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The Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland
Historic Landscape Characterisation Project

T

John Robinson

he Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Historic
Landscape Characterisation Project began in April 2006
and is being carried out by Leicestershire County
Council’s Historic and Natural Environment Team in
partnership with English Heritage, and is set to run over the
next two and a half years.

Originally a paper mapping exercise, historic landscape
characterisation was pioneered in Cornwall in 1994. The
initiative under the leadership of English Heritage has
developed into a major national programme that is now over
two-thirds complete. Although technological developments
have resulted in dramatic changes to the way in which historic
landscape characterisation is carried out, the basic philosophy
underpinning the programme remains much the same.

Essentially historic landscape characterisation is an attempt to
characterise, or describe, the historic dimension of the existing
landscape. The core purpose of this is to provide those working
within the Historic and Natural Environment Team with a tool
that will assist them in coming to informed decisions regarding
the management and conservation of the county at a wider
landscape level, rather than focusing solely on specific sites of
archaeological or historic interest.

Historic landscape characterisation is concerned with mapping
the landscape as a whole and has no chronological cut-off date
so that anything, no matter how recent, is considered to be a
component of the historic landscape character. It is also an
attempt to objectively describe everything from the seemingly
everyday, such as modern urban developments or retail parks,
to those landscapes more traditionally considered to be of
special worth, such as formally laid out parks and gardens, or
field patterns that evolved through the piecemeal amalgamation
of medieval strip fields. Whilst the main
objective of the project is to describe the
landscape as it appears to us today:
where there is evidence for a different
previous character, this is also recorded.
The Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland
Historic
Landscape
Characterisation Project is being created
through an analysis of a variety of
digitally-held data sets, including historic
and modern maps, and air photo
coverage, and will become an important
part of Leicestershire and Rutland’s
Historic Environment Records.

For the project’s pilot phase, one urban
and three rural areas were chosen:
Loughborough, Coleorton and
Saddington in Leicestershire, and
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Whissendine in Rutland. These provided a variety of
contrasting landscape types. Following the successful
completion of the pilot, the main characterisation project is now
underway with the current focus being on that part of the
county falling within the boundaries of the National Forest,
comprising most of North-West Leicestershire and parts of
Charnwood and Hinckley and Bosworth Districts.

Whilst historic landscape characterisation remains principally a
planning tool, it has been recognised that the output also has
great potential as a resource which should be made more widely
available to the general public, and it is hoped that the
Leicestershire and Rutland historic landscape characterisation
data will become readily available to individuals or groups
wishing to carry out more in-depth and focused research within
the county. Similarly the data could at some point be used for
educational or outreach purposes, for example, to provide
children with a context for how their local area sits within the
wider historic landscape.
As the Leicestershire and Rutland project progresses, the initial
results will start to become available over the internet on the
LCC website (www.leicestershire.gov.uk). Meanwhile,
anyone wishing to find out more about landscape
characterisation in general can do so by visiting the English
Heritage website http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ and
following the links through Research and Conservation to
Archaeology and Buildings to the page Promoting
Characterisation.
A fine example of Leicestershire’s historic landscape:
Bittesby DMV (Scheduled Ancient Monument) from the air in
the 1950s showing the house platforms, trackways and open
field system.
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University of Leicester:- completed M.A. dissertations
about Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland
Centre for English Local History

Much interesting and useful research on a wide range of historical topics about Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland has been
carried out by students at the University of Leicester Centre for English Local History. In order to help disseminate this
information to a wider audience it was felt to be well worth publishing the bibliographical details in the Leicestershire
Historian.

The following lists M.A. dissertations which have been completed as at May 2006. Copies are held at the Marc Fitch
Historical Institute, 3-5 Salisbury Road, Leicester LE1 7QR, Tel: 0116 252 2378. These are available by application in
advance to the general office and are for reference use at Marc Fitch House. Users will be asked to read and sign the copyright
declaration first, and return the dissertation to the office immediately after use.
AUTHOR
ALDERSON, Jayne

TITLE
YEAR AREA
A study of the landscape and population of the parish of Coleorton
1998 Leicestershire
in the latter part of the nineteenth century.
AUCOTT, Paula J.
Economic and social developments in South-East Leicestershire
2000 South-East
in late Middle Ages – the formation of a region around a developing
Leicestershire
town (Market Harborough).
BATES, William
The churches’ mission in South Derbyshire and North-West
1997 South Derbyshire
Leicestershire, 1901-1911.
NW Leicestershire
BOASE, Sarah L.
The Leicester pleasure fairs in Humberstone Gate, 1837-1904.
1979 Leicester
BONE, R.
The inns of Leicester in the reign of George III, 1760-1820.
1976 Leicester
BREWIN, Mary
The eighteenth century English urban Renaissance and its effects
2001 Leicestershire
on three market towns of Leicestershire.
BROWN, Elaine
Leicester Mechanics’ Institute 1833-1870 studied in its local
1995 Leicester
and national context.
BROWN, Geoffrey P.
Population and mobility: a study using marriage registers of the
1986 Leicestershire
Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire border during the eighteenth
Nottinghamshire
and nineteenth century.
BROWN, Janette Lisa
South Highfields, Leicester: the evolution of a suburb, 1891-1991.
1994 Leicester
BUCKHAM, Patricia E.
Representations of artisans from the eighteenth to the early
1999 Leicestershire
twentieth century.
BURNS, Sue
The socio-economic history of a South-West Leicestershire village
2002 SW Leicestershire
– Leire, 1870-1945.
BURRELL, Katherine
Identity and integration: a study of the Polish community in Leicester. 1999 Leicester
BUTLER, Susan
Contrasting rural communities in mid-nineteenth century Leicestershire. 1976 Leicestershire
CASSON, Paula
Early churches and ritual landscapes in the Sparkenhoe Hundred
2002 Leicestershire
of Leicestershire.
CLERCQ, Peter R de
A Leicestershire framework knitters community, Earl Shilton, 1845-1871. 1978 Leicestershire
CLIFFORD, Michael C.S. Fifteen Leicestershire villages: a study of their morphology
1987 Leicestershire
and location.
COOPER, Timothy D.C.
Enclosure and the creation of isolated farmsteads in Rutland, 1781-1887. 1983 Rutland
CROUCH, Philip John
Cheese-making in East Leicestershire, 1610-1911:
1988 E Leicestershire
the genesis of Stilton cheese.
DAVIS, V.E.L.
A sweet prison: aspects of the origin and establishment of the
1993 Leicester
Leicester Asian community.
DAY, Audrey
Rutland churches: location, relationships and change.
2006 Rutland
DEBNEY, Carol
A village community, Greetham, c. 1840-1871.
1981 Rutland
DE BELIN, Mandy
The landscape of foxhunting: Leicestershire,
2004 Leicestershire
Northamptonshire and Rutland, 1750-1900.
Northamptonshire
Rutland
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EATON, Michael D

TITLE

YEAR AREA

Victorian Market Harborough – the structure and functions of a
1969
nineteenth century market town.
EDWARDS, Hazel
Farmers’ wives of Leicestershire and Northamptonshire:
1988
their working lives, 1918-1950.
EDWARDS, Lois
A study of Coalville from the 1891 census returns.
1992
ELSWORTH, Margaret
The proof of a town.
2003
FISHER, Pam
An object of ambition? The office and role of the Coroner in
2003
two Midland counties, 1751-1888.
Some aspects of the gentry in Jacobean and Caroline Leicestershire. 1976
FLEMING, David
FLETCHER, Stephanie M. The old cricket ground, Leicester: a study of two contrasting
1983
areas of nineteenth century development.
FOX, Alan W.
The agrarian economy of six parishes in the Wreake Valley
1997
from 1540 to 1680.
FRYE, John
Population migration in a selected region of north-east
1974
Leicestershire in mid-nineteenth century.
GENT, Kathryn
Leisure activities in Leicester, 1870-1901 with special
1976
reference to the working class.
GILBERT, June
Off the beaten track: Glenfield (1871-1939). Village or suburb?
1999
GODFREY, Audrey
Industry and class – a study of two Leicestershire villages, 1850-1900. 2000
GOODE, Amanda J.
The society and economy of Loughborough, 1660-1690.
1983
GREWCOCK, Craig
Social and intellectual life in Leicester, 1763-1835.
1973
HARRATT, Simon, R.C. Leicestershire parish clergy during the Archdiaconate of Andrew
1983
Burnaby, 1786-1812: their origins, education and intellectual pursuits.
HARRIS, K. Susan
Some aspects of education and society in Market Harborough
1991
1869-1913 as seen through schools’ log books.
HAWKER, Kenelm
‘Instructed in the art and mystery’ Leicestershire apprentices
1998
in Hanoverian and early Victorian times.
HAYHURST, Yvonne M. The development of an early Victorian suburb Southfields
1985
– a case study.
HEATHCOTE BALL, John An attempt to analyse the development of the alabaster
1998
effigy tombs of Leicestershire, 1350-1605.
HILLIER, Kenneth
The welfare and education of working-class children in
1996
Ashby-de-la-Zouch in the nineteenth century (to 1800s).
HUNT, Ian D.J.
A change of direction for the rural economy of North-West
1997
Leicestershire, 1791-1841.
HUTCHIN, John
Attitudes to the relief of poverty in Leicester, 1901-1914.
1994
INGLESANT, David
Retailing furniture, 1850-1950.
1996
JESSOP, Philippa

JONES, Catherine

JONES, Gwenllian
KELLEY, J.W.
LLOYD, Philip

LUXTON, Sally
MERRALL, Irene
MERRIMAN, Richard
MITCHELL, John W.
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Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire
Leicestershire
Leicestershire
Leicestershire
Warwickshire
Leicestershire
Leicester

Leicestershire
Leicestershire

Leicester

Leicester
Leicestershire
Leicestershire
Leicester
Leicestershire

Leicestershire

Leicestershire
Leicester

Leicestershire

Leicestershire

NW Leicestershire

Leicester
Leicester
Guildford
2001 Leicestershire

Medieval farmland: the spatial development of churches in
North-East Leicestershire.
Aspects of society in the Vale of Belvoir in the first half of the
1998
nineteenth century, looking particularly at the relationship
between the Nonconformist and Established sectors of society.
The pattern and development of religious, popular and municipal
1980
ceremonial in the Borough of Leicester, c. 1450-1600.
The medieval markets and fairs of Leicestershire.
1986
A study of the dedications given to religious buildings in
1973
Leicestershire before the Reformation.
A small Poland? A portrait of the Polish community in Leicester.
1995
The sense of belonging amongst Polish speaking people in the Midlands.1993
The use of Swithland slate gravestones and their engravers.
2000
The population and industries of Victorian Melton Mowbray, 1851-1871. 1974

Leicestershire
Leicester

Leicestershire
Leicestershire

Leicester
Midlands
Leicestershire
Leicestershire

AUTHOR

NEAVE, G. R.
OWEN, Euros

PAGE, David

PAWLEY, Simon

REDPATH, C. Richard
REED, Joanne

ROWLEY, John W.
SMART, Penelope J.
SMITH, Hilary B.

SMITH, Matthew
SNELLING, Jane

SPARLING, Terry
STUTTARD, Roy

THOMAS, Cynthia M.
THOMSON, Auriol

THOMSON, David
TOON, Sharon
TRACEY, Beryl M.
TURNOCK, Brenda M.
WALLACE, John
WARD-LANGMAN,
Catherine
WATSON, Ian Glenn

WILCOX, Paul

WILLIAMS, Norman K
WISE, Sarah E.
YORK, Thomas O.

TITLE

Leicestershire Historian 2006
YEAR AREA

The clergy of Gartree deanery in the diocese of Leicester, c.1600-1640. 1973
Enclosure, poor relief expenditure and the labouring poor
1991
in Leicestershire 1750-1830.
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, the social structure of a mid-Victorian
1973
market town, 1856-1865.
Land, labour and the locality: Braunstone and the typology
1981
of the closed village 1780-1860.
The Ishams of Lamport and their role as Justices of the
1998
Peace (1660-1737).
The Foundation of Mount Saint Bernard Abbey and its effect
2005
on the secular community.
Scraptoft: settlement to enclosure.
1999
The influence of the hosiery trade on the growth and development
2000
of Leicester’s satellite villages, 1700-1851.
Communities of butchers and tanners of the Borough of
1992
Leicester, 1520-1640.
New churches, rebuilding and restoration and their relationship
2002
to economy and landownership in nineteenth century Leicestershire.
Early modern and modern society reflected in memorials.
1996
A local perspective: the Welland Valley.
An enquiry into the effect of drainage and watersheds on
1992
settlement from the end of the Roman Period to the Norman Period.
People with small means and high hopes –
1991
co-operators in Leicester, 1860-1990.
Population, poverty and partible inheritance. Rothley, 1660-1760:
1991
a century of economic and social change in a Leicestershire village.
A study of roles and relationships in a Rutland village in the
1999
mid-Victorian period: Glaston, c.1860-90.
Charities in Rutland.
1999
Swithland slate headstones in Leicestershire.
1999
‘Discord among the ratepayers’. The story of the installation of
1999
piped water supply and drainage system in the district of
Market Harborough, Leicestershire.
Land use in parts of Leicestershire as revealed in Domesday Book.
1992
Newspapers in Leicester, 1850-1900.
1994
The effects of evacuation on Leicestershire 1939-1945:
2002
an oral history project.
Career and community: a study of the officeholders of the
1988
town council of Leicester, 1485-1535.
Enclosure in Leicestershire: the case of three villages enclosed
1997
between 1652 and 1780.
The levies of the constables’ account for Wymswold,
1985
Leicestershire, 1602-1668.
Coalville: The origins and growth of a nineteenth-century mining town. 1968
Church and churchyard memorials of the Lower Soar Valley, 1540-1850. 2001
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Research students are also asked to note that articles based on research carried out at the University of Leicester (and
elsewhere), whose content includes Leicestershire, Leicester or Rutland, are welcome for submission to the Leicestershire
Historian. Please contact the Editor as indicated on the inside cover-page.
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Recent Publications
Edited by John Hinks

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

DICTIONARY OF LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND PLACE-NAMES
Barrie Cox
Nottingham: English Place-Name Society, 2005 xxx,160pp
ISBN 090488970X

Do you ever wonder how a
particular place got its name?
Why some of the villages
have names that sound so
alien or modern? Why is
Charley in Charnwood
Forest called Charley? Then
this is the book for you. The
book has been meticulously
researched by Professor Cox
and is clearly presented. The
book starts with a short study
on the construction of the
names and gives examples of
how the language of each
people to inhabit the area
influences the place-names of the county. The bulk of the
book, as you would expect, is an alphabetical list of the
names with the meaning, earliest recorded spelling and the
language that it originated from. For each name there is a
modern map reference – an added bonus as you can locate
small farms and hamlets very easily. Leicestershire placenames are listed first followed by those of Rutland. At the
back there is a list of the vocabulary used by Leicestershire
and Rutland place-names, what the words mean and their
language of origin. This is an essential reference book for
anyone interested in the history of Leicestershire and
Rutland. Although it is not designed to sit and read in one go
it is a book that is easy to pick up in an idle moment and
then get completely absorbed in ‘just looking up one more
meaning’! (Charley derives from the British word c(h)arn
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and the Old English leah so ‘the woodland called Carn’ or
the ‘rocky woodland’.)

Lois Edwards

FOUL DEEDS AND SUSPICIOUS DEATHS IN AND
AROUND LEICESTER
Kevin Turton
Barnsley: Wharncliffe, 2005 158pp illus ISBN
1903425751

This is one in a series of
‘crimes of passion, brutal
murders
and
foul
misdemeanours from early
modern times to the present
day’
produced
by
Wharncliffe, the author
having produced similar
volumes for Nottingham and
Derby. There are eighteen
cases covered in this book
and they are arranged
chronologically from the
Murder of Acres Fowkes in
1855 to the Murder of Janet
Weaver
in
1953.
Leicestershire historians will all be familiar with the Green
Bicycle case and the murder of Bella Wright, but many of
the other examples will not be well known. It is, therefore, a
pity that the publishers and/or author have not included any
references or even a bibliography so that local historians can
follow up details of cases which have occurred in their
locality. Clearly this is not meant to be a highly academic
tome full of footnotes and cross references, but there must be
a happy medium which would enable somebody to pursue
individual cases. It is reasonably well produced although this
reviewer found that the ‘bleeding’ of pictures to the edge of

the page spoilt the overall presentation, even removing the
running title and page number on occasions. The text is very
readable and once one starts to read it is difficult to stop.

Alan McWhirr

‘IMAGES OF ENGLAND’ SERIES
CENTRAL LEICESTER
Stephen Butt
Stroud: Tempus, 2005 128pp illus ISBN 0752436740
THE WIGSTONS
Duncan Lucas and Tricia Berry
Stroud: Tempus, 2005 128pp illus ISBN 0752436732

These two volumes in the
‘Images of England’ series,
now firmly established by
Tempus Publishing Ltd, are
virtually identical in format,
each running to 128 pages
and with 200+ illustrations.
Basically
they
are
collections of photographs
with extended captions.
Usually in such books
authors make use of
collections of photographs
housed in record offices,
museums and libraries, and
this is the case to a limited
extent with the Wigston
book where the Record
Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland is
acknowledged for half-adozen or so pictures. The
Central Leicester book,
however, does not list one
single public institution.
This indicates that in both
cases
the
bulk
of
photographs are in private
hands and therefore all the
more important to publish in
collections such as the
‘Images of England’ series in case they disappear. The
captions in both books are full of information and the
authors are to be congratulated in researching their material.
As with all collections of old photographs there is a
tendency to include poor quality pictures because they are
the only visual record of some significant building or event.
In these two books the overall quality of the illustrations is
good.
Alan McWhirr
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LEICESTERSHIRE HEROES
Daniel Bell
Newbury: Countryside, 2005 124pp illus ISBN
185306923X

Leicestershire Heroes looks at twenty-four famous people
with Leicestershire connections. The choice of ‘heroes’ is
quite personal to the author. There is certainly a good mix of
characters, both men and women, ranging from Martin
Johnson to Daniel Lambert, and Lady Jane Grey to Jenny
Pitman. The choice sometimes uses the word in the modern
usage of hero, rather than the traditional definition of ‘made
famous by his brave deeds’. Some of the entries may be
considered controversial but all the biographies do make
interesting reading. Some of the biographies lack images and
I think that this is a failing of the book, as when you are
reading about a person it helps to be able, when possible, to
visualise the person. The length of the biographies varies
and it is frustrating to have short biographies on some of
most fascinating people. Nevertheless, the book is an
enjoyable read. It is a good book to get the gist of some of
the lives of people who have lived for at least part of their
lives (and some who still do) in Leicestershire.
Lois Edwards

LITTLE-KNOWN LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND (interactive CD-ROM)
Bob Trubshaw77
Loughborough: Heart of Albion,
2nd edition 2005 £14.95 (incl VAT)

Bob Trubshaw is well known for his publishing of local
history material. Little-known Leicestershire and Rutland
started life in 1995 as a guide book. In the same year the
Heart of Albion Press experimented with electronic
publishing, producing it on five floppy discs. The first
edition of the CD-ROM (2002) was based on fifteen years of
research tracking down lesser-known details of
Leicestershire and Rutland artefacts. These included
medieval carvings, crosses, standing stones, castles, moated
sites, windmills, gibbets and gallows, toot hills, whipping
posts, wells and springs, green men etc. Some 230 places
were included and over 550 photographs plus introductory
essays. The first edition of the CD was reviewed in the 2003
Leicestershire Historian. This new edition has, according to
the publisher, updated 150 of the references, added 50 new
illustrations and made the resource easier to use by adding a
‘Search ’ option. There is a good index and an extensive
bibliography (worth having for that alone). The CD does not
attempt to be comprehensive, the scope being personal
interest and research. I looked in vain for round houses, and
some places are surprisingly missing: Rearsby gets a
mention but not Thrussington (with a grange farm)! The
CD-ROM runs on Windows, Mac and Linux, requiring
Flash-enabled Internet browser software (such as Internet
Explorer 5 or 6 ) to view.
Jennifer Sandys
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THE MARKET TOWNS OF LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND
Trevor Hickman
Stroud: Sutton, 2005 128pp illus
ISBN 0750941375 £12.99

This book is Trevor Hickman’s fifteenth for Sutton
Publishing and is part of a ‘Britain in Old Photographs’
series. Featuring images drawn from the author’s extensive
collection of prints, engravings and photographs, the market
towns in the book are Ashby de la Zouch, Hinckley,
Leicester, Loughborough, Lutterworth, Market Harborough,
Melton Mowbray, Oakham and Uppingham. The pictures of
each town are reproduced very well and depict street scenes,
market places, buildings, people, events etc. For those who
know the towns the photographs cannot fail to be of interest,
giving as they do a fascinating view of how the various
localities have changed over the last century or so. However,
as with many books mainly featuring photographs, for those
who don’t know the areas there simply is not enough
information in the brief text, despite a paragraph introducing
each town, to put the streets and buildings into much
context. Where there is a more detailed commentary it
greatly adds to the enjoyment of this well presented book.
Colin Hyde

SOURCES FOR LOCAL HISTORIANS
Paul Carter and Kate Thompson
Chichester: Phillimore, 2005 230pp illus ISBN
1860773583 £17.99

The authors of this guide are both very experienced
archivists with a deep knowledge of their sources. As they
point out, even with the growth of material available through
the Internet, only a fraction has so far been digitised, and
‘local historians are inevitably drawn at some point to
original archive sources’. Many of these remain ‘underused,
indifferently catalogued and some possibly unknown beyond
groups of academic and other specialist researchers’. One of
the aims of the book, therefore, is to reveal some of the
‘hidden treasures’ that might be found in archive collections.
It begins with an introduction to sources identifying some of
the main categories of records and their probable locations,
both local and national. Subsequent chapters are then
arranged thematically, covering such topics as The Land,
The People, Religion, Education, Poverty, Sickness and
Health, Radicalism, and several more. This places the
records firmly in their historical context, and helps to
identify not only their content but their limitations and bias
in terms of why they were generated and by whom. Central
government, for instance, ‘became more interested in wage
rates when they were a source of conflict such as in times of
high inflation or mass unemployment’. Similarly, the
‘greater awareness of the link between public health and the
condition of buildings’ in the 1840s, and the subsequent
requirement for developers to submit plans for approval,
helps to explain the large quantity of maps produced in some
towns after the 1848 Public Health Act. This is an
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immensely detailed guide, more suited to local historians
with some previous experience of archival research than to
those just embarking on a study of their locality or wanting
to add context to their family history research. They might
be rather overwhelmed by its depth; but used as it is
intended, as a pointer to sources for specific areas of study, it
will be quite invaluable. My only other reservation is that
twentieth-century documentary records appear to be covered
in much less detail than those of earlier periods, particularly
at local level; and although the focus of the book is
explicitly on documentary sources, it does tend to
underestimate the potential value of the audio-visual
archives that the twentieth century has produced in such
abundance.
Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

NOW AND THEN RUTLAND
Christine C and John J Nowell
Stamford: Zodiac, 2005 127pp illus
ISBN 190456609X
CITY OF LEICESTER

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT OFFICE OF
HIGH BAILIFF OF LEICESTER 1252-2005
Derek Seaton (ed)
Leicester City Council, 2005, 40pp illus ISBN
1901156249

The office of High Bailiff of
Leicester dates back to 1252
and this brief history
explains the changing role of
the office and mentions some
of its occupants. The origin
of the term High Bailiff (it
relates to the ancient post of
Borough Reeve) and its
various functions are
outlined. The post is mainly
concerned with certain of the
borough’s legal functions.
High Bailiffs of the past
dealt with such offences as
defective packing of wool, while one provided a pillory at
his own expense. It is good to know that the office of High
Bailiff still exists, its role now being mainly ceremonial. A
change in the last decade is that the office, which was
usually held immediately prior to serving a term as Lord
Mayor, is now normally held by the outgoing Lord Mayor.
Derek Seaton has provided a valuable service in outlining
the history of this ancient position in Leicester. At £2.75 the
booklet is excellent value, being nicely produced and well
illustrated.
John Hinks

Other recent publications

HAUNTED LEICESTER
Andrew Wright
Stroud: Tempus, 2005 96pp illus
ISBN 0752437461
TOWNS, VILLAGES AND HOUSES

BANDED TOGETHER: LEICESTERSHIRE’S
WORST MINING DISASTER – Vol. 2: THE
FAMILIES
Lesley Hale and Michael Wileman
Coalville: Whitwick Historical Group, 2005
ii, 101pp illus ISBN 09531973344

This is the second volume in the series, ‘Banded Together’.
Volumes 1 and 2 were originally published in 1997 as one
book, but the new editions have been enlarged and this
second volume concentrates on the families involved in the
disaster and how it affected them. As Lesley Hale says in her
own introduction it is a book to ‘dip into’ and it should be
viewed as such. However that is not to the detriment of the
book. It is a fascinating look at the lives of people in a small
mining town at the end of the nineteenth century. The book
chronicles the lives of the men who lost their lives and
where the children and wives can be traced, their lives after
the disaster. There is also a shorter section at the end of the
book that looks at the lives of the men who formed the
rescue party after the fire. The biographies vary in length
depending on the information that was discovered about
each family. They are illustrated where possible, often using
images that are still in the procession of the descendants of
the men. This is a remarkable book, which is well researched
and written. There are additions to the first edition both from
details now released from the 1901 census and from the
families of the men involved.
Lois Edwards

GREAT EASTON AT WAR: MEMORIES OF
WARTIME LIFE AROUND GREAT EASTON
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR
Great Easton and District Local History Society, 2005 31pp
This
spiral-bound
A4
publication is a series of
personal memories of the
Second World War brought
together with an introduction
by the late Ken Heselton who
founded the Great Easton
Local History Society in 1982
and served for many years as
chairman and president of that
society. The current chairman,
Nick Hill, has been
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responsible for bringing the material together for publication
to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the end of the war, a
fitting tribute to the work of Ken Heselton. Twelve people
tell their story of life during the war in and around Great
Easton. There is only one illustration and that is on the
cover. It shows where a bomb narrowly missed Bringhurst
School in February 1941. What people record is more than
about the war, as they recall what life was like in the village
and the surrounding area, making this a valuable record of
the community around fifty years ago.
Alan McWhirr

HALLS, HOVELS AND HOUSES: THE PACKES IN
GREAT GLEN, LEICESTERSHIRE
Heather MacDermid
Great Glen: H MacDermid, 2005 196pp illus ISBN
1904207367

This well researched book looks at the village of Great Glen
during the time when the Packe family lived in the village.
The project began with the history of the author’s house,
which grew into the book. The book is divided into sections,
the first one being about the Packe family itself. The next
chapter deals with the Packe family and where they lived.
This is followed by the chapter dealing with the other
properties that the family owned and who lived in them,
which was researched using primary sources such as the
1837 valuation list. The author brings together many
elements of the village, its social structure and life, using the
Packe family as the key to the story, which works quite well.
Although the Packes are considered as the lynch-pin of local
society, the ‘lower levels’ are not forgotten in what the
author describes as an ‘Upstairs, Downstairs view of the
village’. The book is beautifully illustrated using both
contemporary images of the village and older photographs.
The book is an interesting look at period of time in a
community’s history. It also shows how original sources can
be used in both house history and village history.
Lois Edwards

LUTTERWORTH WAR MEMORIAL NAMES 19141918, 1939-1945: A PRELIMINARY STUDY
Lutterworth Local History Group, 2005
iv, 112pp illus ISBN 0953211657

In 2003 the Lutterworth Local History Group began a
project to research the names from the two World Wars
listed on the Lutterworth War Memorial: 52 from the First
World War and 26 from the second. This book is one of the
results of that project. Only initials and surnames are given
on the Memorial and a considerable amount of research has
gone into establishing their units and ranks along with the
dates and circumstances of their deaths – a task made no
easier by the loss of so many World War I service records
during World War II. This research included correspondence
with military museums, as well as searches of such sources
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as the GRO Indices of Services Deaths 1914-1921, the
cemetery and memorial registers of the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, regimental histories, and local electoral
registers and census returns to establish their family
background. The book begins with an overview of the First
World War and then gives an alphabetical list for each war
of the Lutterworth servicemen commemorated on the
Memorial. Each entry begins with personal information
about the man and his family, followed by the units in which
he served during the war and their operations during the
period of service. It concludes with a description of the
circumstances of death, and the place of burial or
commemoration. By adding this human dimension to the
bare names, it is a fitting memorial in itself. It also provides
a useful model for other historical societies thinking of
embarking on a similar project, not least in identifying the
range of sources that might be consulted. The material
generated from the Lutterworth research has been deposited
in Lutterworth Museum for future reference, while the Local
History Group has identified a need for a complementary
project to document the effect of the World Wars on the
Lutterworth area itself.
Cynthia Brown

MEMORIES OF A COUNTRY GIRLHOOD
and SEVEN PENNIES IN MY HAND
Ellen Smith
Loughborough: Heart of Albion, 2005 134pp, 95pp, illus
ISBNs 1872883869; 1872883877

In 1983 Ellen Smith at the age of 73 decided to write her life
story for her family. This became a four-part autobiography.
Two of the four volumes, long out of print, are now
reprinted with the proceeds going to local charities. Ellen
Smith has lived all her life in Wymeswold, her parents and
grandparents before her. Coming of a farming family she
writes of a time when the village was self-contained,
producing most of what was needed. Life centred round
church and chapels, the school and later the village hall.
High days and holidays were few and far between but
eagerly awaited: the charabanc outing, the village dance,
festivals such as Harvest and Christmas. The village was a
family, many were related but all were bound together by
sorrows and joys shared. In the first volume the author
describes her childhood, teenage years and courtship and
early married years. In the second volume she and her
husband move to their own farm ‘when we farmed in the
same old way as the two generations before us’. She takes us
up to the Second World War. There have been many similar
books of reminiscence but Ellen Smith’s crisp humorous
writing and extraordinarily detailed remembrances put these
volumes in a special category: for older readers a dose of
nostalgia and ‘remembrance of things past’, for younger
people recognition that there was life before iPods and for
Wymeswold people a valuable archive.
Jennifer Sandys
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NIGHT OF THE ZEPPELIN: THE GERMAN
AIRSHIP RAID ON LOUGHBOROUGH
David Long
Loughborough: Reprint, 2005 112pp illus

This is a fascinating book in which the author has sought
very successfully not only to give an account of the ‘Great
Zeppelin Raid’ of 31 January 1916 but also to put the whole
experience in context. The result is a gripping story which is
often very moving, telling the story through the eyes of the
various individuals caught up in wholly unexpected events.
Using the accounts of many of the descendants of those
unlucky enough to be in Loughborough on the fateful night,
the book vividly recreates the hopes and fears of the
community, from the woman who immediately insisted on
saving her washing to the brave police constable who ran
from house to house trying to impose a belated black-out.
The story is told in great detail with chapters on such topics
as the rise of the Zeppelins, the onset of the onslaught
against England, the attack upon Loughborough and other
Midlands towns, the inquests, funerals and recriminations
and finally the two medals awarded for bravery. As such the
book will be of interest both to local and family historians
and to those interested in the history of airships. There is a
(perhaps unworthy) satisfaction in seeing a photograph of
the final demise of the airship responsible for the attack on
Loughborough, just three months later in a Norwegian fiord.

The author has conducted extensive research, even
reproducing the official German account of the raid which
makes it all too clear that the Germans were hopelessly lost
and attacked only because they were attracted by the lights
from some of Loughborough’s factories and larger
buildings . The death of ten local inhabitants seems all the
more tragic in this light, although the point is fairly made
that the attack on Burton on Trent on the same night, in
which a direct hit on a missionary meeting resulted in
sixteen dead and seventy two injured, was far more
disastrous. It would have been very useful to have had more
of an indication of the sources quoted so extensively and if
there is any area of disappointment at all, it is in the poor
quality of many of the photographs reproduced in the book.
This is a pity since many of the photographs are fascinating.
It is particularly interesting to compare pictures of the
damaged property, with modern photographs of the same
sites. It is also helpful to see a photograph of bomb damage
in Burton which has often in the past been wrongly
attributed to Loughborough. The author is to be warmly
congratulated on such an interesting and detailed book,
which succeeds in providing us with the definitive account
of an appalling episode in Loughborough’s history which
deserves to be far better known.
Jess Jenkins

ROTHLEY TEMPLE IN THE OLDEN TIME: PHASES
OF ENGLISH LIFE
Eliza Conybeare (Rothley Chronicles no. 3)
Edited by Brian Verity and Terry Shepherd
Rothley History Society, 2005 19pp illus ISBN
0954542630

The first two pamphlets in this series were reviewed in the
Leicestershire Historian 2005. The aim of the series is to
publish short items of relevance in a simple but attractive
uniform format: an excellent idea which might well be
adopted by other local history societies. The editors
acknowledge the co-operation of the Wren Library of Trinity
College, Cambridge which made the manuscript available
from the Babington Archive deposited in that library.
Elizabeth Conybeare was the daughter of Joseph Rose, vicar
of Rothley and Lydia Babington of Rothley Temple (now
Rothley Court hotel). Joseph died in office but because her
father Thomas Babington was patron of the church, Lydia
and her seven children were allowed to continue living at the
vicarage. Many years later Eliza writes her memories of this
time, when she and her family were constant visitors to the
Temple sharing their grandparents’ everyday life, a picture
of aristocracy at home. There is relatively little about the
history of the village; it is more of an insider’s view of a
well-connected family and in particular of Thomas
Babington, a much loved and revered figure who was MP
for Leicester for some twenty years and consorted with
many of the influential figures of the day. Eliza Conybeare
went on to marry another clergyman, a scholar who became
the first Principal of the Liverpool Collegiate Institution; she
survived him by 46 years. She ends her short treatise with
the words ‘…had I but Miss Austen’s gift I could write
volumes and never draw upon my imagination at all, only
describe scenes I have see and conversations I have heard.’

Jennifer Sandys

THE SEIGE OF ASHBY CASTLE
(Monck’s Information for the Military Re-enactor Series)
John Litchfield
Donisthorpe: Bandolier, 2005 44pp illus

The story of the castle at Ashby de la Zouch during the
English Civil War is one that yearns to be told. Whether
seen as a bastion of loyalty to the king or as a nest of
malignant brigands, there is no doubting that Ashby Castle
played a significant part in this county’s war. Sadly, this is
not the book to tell it. The author, a stalwart of Monck’s
Regiment of Foot, writes primarily for his fellow reenactors. Indeed, half of this little pamphlet is devoted to a
fairly basic guide to the troops of the Civil War, their arms
and equipment. It is a fair beginner’s guide to the subject, as
the author says: ‘the basic information that a military reenactor needs to fill out his/her character’. The remainder is
drawn, seemingly word for word, from W. Scott’s The Story
of Ashby de la Zouch, which was first published in 1907 and
reprinted in 1975. As such it might be seen as a welcome
outing for an old favourite, making the chapter on Ashby
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Castle accessible again. Even so, it might have been made
clearer that the text is Scott’s not Litchfield’s.
For the re-enactor and students just beginning a study of the
period, this is probably a worthy purchase. For those looking
for a deeper study of Ashby’s rôle in the 1640s however,
especially for those who already possess The Story of Ashby
de la Zouch, it isn’t. If it serves as a call to arms for some
local historian, to research and write the definitive study that
this subject so obviously deserves, then Bandolier Books
will have done us all a good turn.
Robin P Jenkins

THE TRUE KNITTY GRITTY: MARKFIELD 10861930…
D M Lockley
Markfield: D M Lockley, 2005 78pp illus

This book has been self-published in a limited edition of
100, individually signed by the author. It is a well researched
piece of work, documenting Markfield from the time of the
Domesday survey and concentrating on occupations. The
snappy title led me to expect stories of individuals and their
daily lives rather than statistics. However, the seventy-eight
pages are full of interesting information about the village
with lots of statistics and examples from documents. There
are many illustrations and tables, footnotes and a
bibliography but I do think that the book would have been
enhanced by some maps. It will be very useful to anyone
who is interested in social history and in Markfield in
particular. Unfortunately, the fact that it is a limited edition
means that it is not going to be for sale generally which will
result in a limited readership.
Pat Grundy

UPPINGHAM IN LIVING MEMORY
Snapshots of Uppingham in the 20th Century
Part 1: Uppingham at War
Uppingham Local History Study Group 2005 58pp illus
ISBN 0954007646 £6.83 (including p&p from the Society)

This is a handsomely
produced
book
and
attractively laid out, well
illustrated with some in
colour. Various members of
the study group have written
chapters and there is a long
list of acknowledgements of
people who have helped in
various ways. It is truly a
community effort produced to
mark the sixtieth anniversary
of the end of the Second
World War. The illustrations
are on the whole of good
quality and complement the text. They consist of
photographs, old and recent, and illustrations of original
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documents and memorabilia and the use of colour has been
well worthwhile. Uppingham was not affected by bombing,
but the war certainly affected the lives of those who lived
and worked in the town. There was, for example, an influx
of pupils from Camden School of Girls in 1939 and they
stayed for about one month. The logistics of moving so
many out of London makes fascinating reading as does the
leaflet ‘Beating the Invaders’ a message from the Prime
Minister, Winston Churchill, who regularly uses the phrase
‘Stand Firm’ in this message. An excellent book and an
example to others.
Alan McWhirr

WARTIME MEMORIES: STORIES SUBMITTED BY
MEMBERS OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
Toni Smith (ed)
Leicester, LRFHS, 2005 158pp illus ISBN 0907968619

The main problem encountered when I tried to review this
book was that I was unable to put it down! It is a fascinating
collection of memories relating to both the First and Second
World Wars and tells the story from almost every point of
view – from evacuee to serviceman. Like so many, I grew up
in the sixties delighting in the tales of old men about their
exploits in the trenches and the rather more reticent accounts
of the ‘last war’. At school, we were thrilled whenever we
succeeded in distracting our teachers from the matter in hand
in order to be regaled with stories of (relatively) recent
service in Italy, Africa and beyond. How I wish now that I
had been prescient enough to record those stories in some
way. Of course, as a child, you have no idea how quickly
and quietly the voices of a generation can disappear. That is
why this publication is all the more pleasing and valuable.

In this book, published to mark the sixtieth anniversary of
the ending of the Second World War and the thirtieth
birthday of the Family History Society, personal memories,
diaries and first hand accounts have been brought together to
form a poignant, sometimes humorous and often moving
record of war on the home front and abroad. Although there
are many stories of war service and childhood in
Leicestershire there are also a large number of accounts
submitted by members who grew up elsewhere in the
country. Thus contributions range from the diary of a
housewife during the Manchester blitz (made all the more
interesting by her daughter’s additional commentary) and a
child’s memory of the first sighting of a banana to the death
of an uncle in the Australian Flying Corps and a heartwarming encounter on a Dutch battlefield sixty years on. It
is particularly moving to read of efforts to locate medals and
graves and be reminded once more of the enduring grief
suffered by so many families. The book is well illustrated
with photographs and documents relating to many of the
subjects of the articles and would make a good present for
those who treasure their own memories. It will always be a
pleasure to dip into!
Jess Jenkins
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Other recent publications

HINCKLEY (Images of England)
Graham Kempster
Stroud: Tempus, 2005 128pp illus
ISBN 0752436198

LOUGHBOROUGH: A HISTORY OF CELEBRATION
David Jones
Salisbury: Frith, 2005 120pp illus
ISBN 1845892097

THE MAKING OF LOUGHBOROUGH
Don Wix and Adam Goodwin
Loughborough: Friends of Charnwood Museum, 2005 26pp
illus
ISBN 085022456X

WITHIN AN OPEN BOOK [Kegworth]
Sheila Sharpe
Loughborough: Reprint, 2005 116pp illus

YESTERDAY’S CHILD IN LOUGHBOROUGH WORLD
WAR TWO
Maisie Walker
Loughborough, Reprint, 2005 60pp illus
RELIGION AND PLACES OF WORSHIP

THE HISTORY OF WESLEYAN METHODISM IN
MELTON MOWBRAY AND THE VICINITY 17691909
Joseph Gill Jr
Facsimile reprint by Glin Press Melton Mowbray 2006
(originally printed by John Wartnaby Warner 1909) 268pp
ISBN 0955024501

This is a welcome reprint of this authoritative history of
Methodism in the Melton area. The first three chapters
provide a context by describing the beginnings of the
movement, the growth of the Melton circuit and the
development of a band of Methodist lay preachers to provide
for the many small village chapels. The main part of the
book comprises a history of Methodism in Melton and some
48 surrounding villages arranged under broad geographical
areas. Methodism had its beginnings in Oxford in 1729,
where John and Charles Wesley and a number of friends
started to read together the Greek New Testament,
becoming known as the ‘Godly Club’. Both became
ordained in the Church of England but their evangelical
approach made them less than popular with their Anglican
colleagues, leading to the development of open-air meetings
where they preached to largely working class congregations.
Travelling the length and breadth of England, John is said to
have covered 8,000 miles a year and preached 42,000
sermons. Field preaching was only feasible in fine weather
and so it was necessary to find accommodation in cottages
until such time as funds allowed the building of chapels.
Wesley had absorbed much of the orderliness and

organisation of the Moravians and the establishment of
Societies with class meetings gave stability and permanence
to what otherwise could well have foundered. It was this
organisation and orderliness that gave rise to the name
Methodist. The ordinary people who became class leaders
and lay preachers are recorded in class registers and circuit
plans and making use of such records Gill painstakingly puts
together a record of those early days. The book is well
illustrated with portraits of such worthies and photographs of
the chapels they served. The chapel in most villages has
played a significant part in village history and this volume is
a wealth of information of considerable value to local
historians.
Jennifer Sandys

Other recent publications

THE STORY OF THE TWIN BOARDS: UPPINGHAM
METHODIST CHURCH AND KINGSWOOD SCHOOL
Margaret Stacey
Uppingham Methodist Church, 2005 22pp illus
HEALTH, WELFARE AND EDUCATION

RECOLLECTIONS OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,
LEICESTER: 1947-1950
John Winterburn
Stratford-upon-Avon, J Winterburn, 2005 29pp illus

TELLING ‘TAILS’: LEICESTER ANIMAL AID: THE
FIRST 50 YEARS 1956-2006
Sue Ablett
Huncote: the Association, 2005 104pp illus ISBN
0955140404
INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

A BURTON RAILWAYMAN
David Fleming
Burton upon Trent: D Fleming, 2005 388pp illus ISBN
0955084709

Burton on Trent is perhaps not an obvious railway centre,
but before the Beeching cuts in the 1960s it stood at the
crossroads of lines running south to Birmingham, north to
Derby and on to northern England, east to Leicester, London
and the East coast, and west to Crewe and North Wales.
They also included the ‘main line’ from the Bass brewery in
the town centre to the bottling, malting and cooperage
premises at Shobnall, which ran on British Rail lines for the
majority of the distance. As the author notes of his
childhood there, it was not possible to travel far in Burton
‘without passing over a level crossing of which there were
no less than thirty three within the Borough boundary’.
There were ample opportunities for train spotting in these
circumstances, leading in his case to the ambition of
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becoming a loco fitter, eventually achieved after a period as
a cleaner on the railways while awaiting a vacancy for an
apprentice. In more recent years, as a member of the Burton
Railway Society, he has often given talks on his railway
career, and these prompted him in turn to write this
autobiography. The book has a very conversational tone –
actual conversations are related in the present tense – and I
found these parts very readable. In particular, the chapter
recreating the 6.30 am journey between Burton and Leicester
gives a vivid sense of change, and of the extent to which the
once familiar ‘landmarks’ have disappeared. There is also a
great deal of detail about the engines, rolling stock and
technical processes: less accessible to me, but of great
interest, I would think, to more knowledgeable readers,
including those who also worked on the railways. As the
author says, and as the book itself testifies, he is ‘still a
railwayman at heart. I could still strip down a 4F for a valve
and piston exam or overhaul an injector or whatever without
a second thought. Mentally, I could still fire one as well…’.
Cynthia Brown

THE GENT WHO REALLY STARTED SOMETHING:
A HISTORY OF THE LEICESTER ELECTRICAL
MANUFACTURING COMPANY GENT
Colin F Reynolds
Wigston: C F Reynolds, 2005 142pp illus

The book combines the institutional history of Gent from its
inception in 1864 with a personal historical review by the
author, who joined the company in 1955 and worked there
for 43 years. The business was founded by John Thomas
Gent, the son of a furniture broker in the Wharf Street area
of Leicester, who appears there in a directory of 1864 as a
whitesmith [plumber], gas fitter and bell hanger. For some
years the company’s main business was producing, fixing
and repairing electric and pneumatic bells: for schools,
mines and tramcars as well as in houses for summoning
staff, and in due course – as one of the company’s
advertisements put it – ‘in connection with that most
wonderful invention, the Telephone’. The range of products
was extended later in the nineteenth century to include
machines to treat various medical conditions by delivering
electrical currents to parts of the body. From the 1890s
clocks and – ironically, as it turned out – fire detectors were
also manufactured at the company’s new factory in St
Saviour’s Road, so isolated at the time among fields and
tracks that its workforce apparently referred to it as
Klondyke. These works were built on the American ‘shed’
principle, and were almost destroyed in December 1901 by a
fire that spread – with little in the way of walls to retard it –
with ‘astonishing speed’. The book gives a good sense of
working conditions, and of the social aspects of working for
the company, particularly during the Second World War. It
highlights the immense loyalty of many Gent employees,
who not unusually stayed with the company for 40 or 50
years; and also of the difficulties of recruiting labour in
Leicester in the post-war period, which was one of the
factors in the opening of a new factory in Kibworth in 1961.
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It concludes with an account of the mergers and acquisitions
of more recent years, and useful lists of the trade marks,
symbols and names registered by Gents over the years, along
with its patents for products.
Cynthia Brown

HONEST PEOPLE BUT DESTITUTE: THE PLIGHT
OF LEICESTERSHIRE’S FRAMEWORK KNITTERS
IN THE 1840s
Jess Jenkins
(Occasional Papers no. 1)
Leicester: Friends of ROLLR, 2005 40pp illus

When Thomas Cooper, who would become one of the
leading lights of Leicester’s Chartist movement, first arrived
in the town in November 1840, he was appalled (despite his
own upbringing in considerable poverty) at the dreadful
working conditions and very low wages of the local
framework knitters. His response was to join the Chartists,
speaking and writing powerfully against the poverty of the
knitters. Others responded in different ways, such as the
earlier Luddites, who had protested by wrecking knitting
frames in Hinckley and other local knitting towns but had
not, rather surprisingly, been very active in Leicester. Jess
Jenkins tells the story of the framework knitters with clarity,
accuracy and compassion. ‘No work, no bread, no hope’ is
the eye-catching heading of a Chartist poster which captures
the mood of the moment – and the movement – perfectly.

The amount of information provided in this modest booklet
– not only text but also photographs, drawings,
reproductions of documents, posters etc – is nothing short of
amazing. The whole story is summarised very effectively in
just forty pages, with never a superfluous word. There is a
perfect balance between the author’s narrative and the words
of contemporary people – the knitters themselves,
establishment figures, and those who argued passionately for
reform: Thomas Cooper, Joseph Dare, and other activists,
including Leicester’s own Chartist poet William Jones (a
‘glovehand’, so a little better off than the stocking-knitters)
who wrote many stirring radical poems and hymns. The
Record Office has a file of his correspondence, including
some very interesting letters from Thomas Cooper
commenting on Jones’s poetry. This is the first of what one
hopes will become a substantial series of Occasional Papers
published by the Friends of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland. Jess Jenkins and the
Friends are to be heartily congratulated on this outstanding
start to their new series.
John Hinks

IN MY FASHION: STARTING WORK IN THE
HEYDAY OF LEICESTER’S KNITWEAR
FACTORIES
Mary Essinger
Loughborough: Heart of Albion, 2005 79pp illus ISBN
1872883796 £7.95
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Mary Essinger started work at the age of 14 in 1949, cutting
cotton vests at the Cherub factory in Charles Street,
Leicester: ‘on a sunny September morning’, as she recalls,
‘wearing a new dirndl skirt and carrying a school report. I
walked in through the front entrance, the only time I would
ever see it except when I was late’. Written largely as a
series of conversations, this is a lively and entertaining
account of working in hosiery factories, both on the shop
floor and in the design office – and of the transition from
school to the adult world of makeup, fashion, and Saturday
nights at the Palais ‘before sex was invented’. As the cover
of the book notes, generations of Leicester women have
worked in hosiery factories. For many years it was not only
the major employer of female labour in the city, but one of
the foundations of its prosperity. This personal memoir of its
‘heyday’ will strike many a chord with others who have
worked in ‘the hosiery’, and provide others with an insight
into an experience that has ‘all but vanished’.
Cynthia Brown

TOWNS, REGIONS AND INDUSTRIES: URBAN AND
INDUSTRIAL CHANGE IN THE MIDLANDS, c.17001840
J Stobart and N Raven (eds)
Manchester University Press, 2005 xiv, 272pp ISBN
0719070864

The jacket of this book tells us that ‘in recent years,
traditional interpretations of the process of industrialisation
in Britain have been superseded by a more subtle, macroeconomic, gradualist understanding of industrialisation’. The
scholarly essays in this collection aim to show that
‘historical change occurs in space as well as time’. This
geographical approach to the history of a region is a fruitful
one, as is demonstrated in the first of three sets of essays on
various aspects of the Midlands as a region. The second part
comprises case studies of various towns, Peter Clark’s
chapter on Loughborough being of particular local interest.
Discussing the importance of ‘elite networking’ in the
development of Loughborough as a very successful small
industrialising market town (1700-1840), Clark makes a
number of important points. The town’s prosperity was
greatly enhanced by the coming of the Soar Navigation in
1776, although Loughborough had long benefited from
having a sizeable hinterland. The town, despite its modest
size, also enjoyed a reputation for technical innovation and
dynamic leadership, not only in its primary business of
textiles but also in the range of other trades which helped to
boost the town’s diverse economy. The third set of essays
explore the Midlands region in national and international
contexts. This volume should interest many local historians
although its main audience will be academic.
John Hinks

Other recent publications

BRITISH RAILWAYS PAST AND PRESENT: No 47
LEICESTERSHIRE
John Stretton
Kettering: Past & Present, 2005 128pp illus ISBN
1858951984
THE HEYDAY OF MIDLAND RED
Mike Greenwood and Malcolm Keeley
Hersham: Ian Allan, 2005 80pp illus
ISBN 0711030790

THE HISTORY OF THE MELTON MOWBRAY PORK
PIE
Trevor Hickman
Stroud: Sutton, new edition 2005 160pp illus ISBN
0750943246 £12.99

MIDLAND COUNTIES MILEAGE MARKS AND MAIL
ROUTES TO LONDON 1784-1840
Midland Postal History Society, 2005 380pp illus ISBN
0951331167

STATIONARY STEAM ENGINES OF GREAT BRITAIN:
THE NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION –
Vol. 5: THE NORTH MIDLANDS
Ashbourne: Landmark, 2005 272pp illus ISBN
1901522601
ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT

THE CINEMA ERA IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND
RUTLAND
Brian Johnson
Leicester: B. Johnson, 2005 162pp illus

Although this book is self-published it has been
professionally printed and bound. This is the author’s second
book on the subject and cinema is clearly a long-standing
interest of his which comes across in the book. It begins with
a look at the origins of the cinema itself, at the cinema
during wartime and at cinema names including lots of
interesting, but perhaps little known, facts. The author then
works his way alphabetically through Leicestershire and
Rutland looking at the history of the cinemas in each place.
This has been well written in an easily readable style by
someone who clearly has a great interest in, and enthusiasm
for, his subject. The book costs £7.99 and is presumably
available direct from the author. The 168 pages are full of
sketches and photographs and, especially if you like going to
the cinema, it is an interesting read.
Pat Grundy
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NEWTOWN LINFORD CRICKET CLUB: A
CHRONICLE OF THE HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CLUB 1919-2005
Tony Geary
Thurcaston: A & K A Geary, 2005 268pp illus

This book has also been self published and is a very
substantial history of a village cricket club, written by
someone who has had an association with the club over 40
years. The author has described the informal village cricket
before the First World War and has chronicled the history of
the club from its very beginnings after that war. The 268
pages contain more than 200 illustrations, including many
photographs and examples of some of the documents that
the author has used during his research, such as press
cuttings, minute books, score cards and others. The author’s
style is very readable and, in chronicling the cricket club, he
gives a glimpse into the life of the village. This book will
have particular interest for people who have been involved
with the cricket club but should also appeal to people with
an interest in the social history of the village. Unfortunately
it is not clear whether this book is generally available for
sale.
Pat Grundy

Other recent publications

ST PHILIP’S DRAMATIC SOCIETY: A BRIEF HISTORY
Judith Stevenson
Leicester: J Stevenson, 2005 26pp illus

SPEEDWAY IN LEICESTER: THE LIONS ROAR
Alan Jones
Shepshed: A Jones, 2005 183pp illus

AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS
is your book not reviewed
here?

To be sure of having your book reviewed in
the Leicestershire Historian
please send a review copy
to our Reviews Editor:
Dr John Hinks
52 Fairefield Crescent
Glenfield
Leicester LE3 8EH
E-mail: john.hinks@virgin.net

Please note that review copies are treated
as donations to the Society’s library.
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Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
Research Fund

Guidance notes for those applying for grants

A research fund was established in 1923 and since that date additional sums of money have been
added to the initial investment. The original trust deed speaks of using the income arising from
the fund for “...such work of archaeological or antiquarian research as the Trustees think fit.”
The Society welcomes applications for grants from this fund along the following guidelines:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

8.
9.

Applications are invited for research which focuses on the archaeology and history of
Leicestershire or Rutland. Research which places evidence from these counties into a
broader regional or national framework is also welcome.
Non-members of the society are eligible to apply for funding.

Applicants would be expected to disseminate the results of their research to members of the
society by giving a lecture to the society and/or publishing in one of the annual publications
which the society produces. On big projects, progress reports would be expected as a
condition of an award.
Grants from the Society should be acknowledged in any publication or display that results.

Average grants in recent years have been in the region of £200-£500. Larger sums than this
can be considered where an exceptional case can be made.

Applicants should complete a form which can be obtained from the Honorary Secretary and
submit this along with any supporting documentation in time for Trustees to consider the
application at their March or October meeting [1st February for the March meeting and 1st
September for the October meeting]. The Trustees may at their discretion consider
applications at other times depending upon the number considered at each of their normal
meetings.
Applicants will be expected to name one or two people who can write in support of the
research project with one named as the primary referee.

Trustees are keen to support primary research. Applications might be for travel to do field
work or visit archives, costs of equipment and consumables, such as finds bags or excavation
tools, or work connected with preparing reports for publication, such as drawings and
photographs. Grant will not be made for fees or living expenses for students writing theses.

Further details and an application form can be obtained from the Honorary Secretary,
37 Dovedale Road, Leicester, LE2 2DN
A form can also be down loaded from the Society’s web site:
www.le.ac.uk/lahs and follow the link to ‘Research’
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