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The Brooking
Collection- at risk
Dear Editor
The very nature of Charles Brooking’s unique
Collection has relied on his dedication in
rescuing important items of architectural detail
before they are sold to the highest bidder or
destroyed.
He has amassed Europe’s definitive collection
of windows and doors which represent an
unparalleled history of the United Kingdom.
Thanks to over twenty years of support
from
the University of Greenwich, we have been
able to house the major part of the Collection in
warehousing at Woolwich, and Charles has been
able to offer education through access to
selected displayed items.
The bad news is that the University is not able
to renew the leases on the present warehouses,
which means we must again pack the collection
into containers and move them to a secure site
in preparation for the establishment of the
permanent Museum.

Over one million lives were lost during the
Somme Offensive, including nearly 60,000
British troops on the first day of the conflict.
The scale of the bloodshed has meant that it has
been difficult for any writer to produce a truly
objective account of the events in the
Somme between July and November 1916.

The good news is that this upheaval is in
preparation for the long-awaited opportunity to
establish a new facility (funding permitted) with
the excellent Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum near Chichester. This well-respected
Museum is a natural partner for us and we are
delighted that its Trustees wish to progress our
already good relationship to establish a home for
the Collection.

Martin Marix-Evans, who has been an honorary
Visiting Fellow in the Centre for English Local
History at Leicester University since 2008, has
achieved the near impossible.
He has produced the only book to date that
covers the whole narrative of the Somme in the
context of the 1st World War, presenting an
objective account of the conflict based on
diaries, maps and previously unpublished
photographs, and yet recognises and reflects the
emotions that connect all of us with this battle.

We need to raise £20,000 as a matter of
urgency to move the first phases of the
Collection to a safe place pending the move to
our new home. Any contribution you might feel
able to make would be hugely appreciated at this
crucial time.

Mr Marix-Evans is closely involved with the
Naseby Battlefield Project and is a founder
member of the Battlefields Trust.

Yours sincerely
Sir William McAlpine
Chairman of the Trustees
BAMT
Fawley Hill, Fawley Green
Henley on Thames
Oxon RG9 6JA

Somme 1914-18 : Lessons in War
Martin Marix-Evans
The History Press - 978-0-7524-5525-9
£20.00 hardback
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Professor Chris Dyer assesses the legacy of his pioneering predecessor,
W.G.Hoskins. In this article he outlines current approaches to Hoskin’s
original work which forms the basis of a new book in the series
Explorations in Local and Regional History, published recently by the
University of Herefordshire Press. The cover illustration is of Marefield
The research undertaken by Michael Wood and his team for English Story
for the BBC has already added to our previous knowledge of the villages
of Kibworth Beauchamp, Kibworth Harcourt and Smeeton Westerby.
Here, Michael looks back over more than a year of research, filming and
interaction with the people of the area
The evidence for medieval pilgrimage has accumulated slowly over the last
thirty years.
Peter Liddle is now drawing together the documents,
and the records of finds in Leicestershire to create a fuller account, and
writes in this issue on the Archaeology of Pilgrimage
The earliest-known portrait of William Burton is at risk. The Society of
Antiquaries is seeking funding to restore this important work of art.
Squire Gerald de Lisle, President of the LAHS and a Fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries, outlines the appeal and the significance to
Leicestershire of this portrait
The conversion of the former Leicester Grammar School in Applegate
into the new St Martin’s Centre is now underway. Stuart Bailey of the
Leicester Civic Society outlines the planning issues involved, and the
implications of the project and of planning decisions yet to be made in
relation to the Wyggeston school buildings and the adjacent area
In May 2009 a commemorative plaque to the journalist, philanthropist and
spiritualist Robert James Lees, commissioned by the Hinckley Civic
Society, was unveiled at his birthplace in Hinckley. Leslie Price outlines
Lees’ unusual life and assesses the claims that he was a founding father of
19th Century Spiritualism in England
A preview of the 2009-2010 LAHS lecture season, the latest acquisitions
by the Society’s library and an overview of recent work by the University
of Leicester’s Archaeological Services. Contributions from Neil Finn,
Aubrey Stevenson and Richard Buckley
The Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
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Modern British History
at Leicester University
The University of Leicester offers a part-time
Certificate of Higher Education in Modern
British History
The course offers an opportunity to channel your
interests into a well-established and respected
qualification and to progress to a part-time
degree course if you wish.
It will extend your knowledge of British history
since the mid-18th Century and enable you to
place current social and political issues in their
wider historical context.
It will equip you to do your own historical
research, by developing your skills of critical
thought, and introducing you to a range of
historical sources. You will also meet people who
share your interest in history and your
enthusiasm for learning.

Assessment
The course is assessed by a combination of
coursework and examinations. In the second
year of study students have the option of
replacing an examination with an extended
essay.

This is a two year course. We will start by
analysing how and why Britain acquired and
administered its empire, and some of its legacies.

Skills to be gained
The course will increase your knowledge and
understanding of modern British history and
current debates about its significance and
interpretation. It will help you to develop your
powers of critical thought and your ability to
communicate verbally and in writing.

Modules
Year One:
Imperial Echoes: the British empire and its
legacies 1750-2010
Course Fact File
History all around us: using buildings,
literature, film and other ‘popular’ media as
historical sources

Opportunities for Progression
The Certificate carries 120 credits at HE Level
1. It is equivalent to completing the first year of
a full-time honours degree and is an excellent
preparation for a full degree programme, such as
the popular part-time degree in BA (Hons)
Humanities and Arts.

Waiting for the weekend: leisure and
entertainment in British society, 1880-1980

The course has a very good record for
transferring students to this and other degree
courses.

Year Two:
A world transformed: the British economy and
society, 1750-1914

The Course starts in September 2010 and takes
place at Vaughan College in Leicester.

Rioters, rebels and reformers: popular protest,
and social and political reform, 1750-1914

For further information, or to request an application
pack, contact Laura Downer on 0116 251 7368 or email:
cert.vaughan@le.ac.uk

A history of life and death: changes and
continuities in the life cycle, 1750-1980
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Pilgrim signs from Leicestershire
What the lead can tell us
Peter Liddle
Our two most recent nationally important
archaeological finds in Leicestershire –
The Hallaton Treasure and The Battle of
Bosworth site - have involved the use of
metal detectors, so we shouldn’t need
much convincing locally that detectorists
produce useful evidence.
Less dramatic, but no less interesting in its
way, is the evidence for medieval
pilgrimage that has slowly accumulated
over the last 30 years from the work of a
host of detectorists around the County
who have recorded their finds with the
County Museum Service and, more
recently, with Wendy Scott, the Finds
Liaison Officer for the Portable
Antiquities Scheme.
As yet documentary sources have not been
scoured but evidence of pilgrimages to Santiago
de Compostela, Canterbury, Walsingham,
Pontefract and Windsor has been found.

Pilgrim Signs (flasks and badges) are not
common finds but since the hobby began over 80
have been recorded. I am now quarrying out
these older records from their files to add to
those on the Portable Antiquities Database
(www.finds.org) to try to understand where local
people made their pilgrimages.

The majority of pilgrim signs are flasks, also
known as ampullae, which contained holy
water. Typically these are small lead (or lead
alloy) containers with a neck, two small
suspension loops and a rounded body.
They are invariably decorated and it is the
iconography of this decoration that gives us
hope of identifying where they were made.
Occasionally, an inscription takes away any
uncertainty as in the case of two elaborate
examples found at Old Dalby and Pickwell.
The inscriptions on the first read ‘IMAGO
SANTE MODVEN VIRG’ (the image of St
Modwenna the Virgin)and ‘SANCTA MARIA
SIT NOBIS PIA’ (St Mary be kind to us). The
second helpfully has ‘IMAGO SANCTE
MARIE VIRGINIS BURTONIE’ (the image
of St Mary the Virgin of Burton).
The linking of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the
local Saint Modwenna makes it clear enough
that these come from Burton Abbey where
there were wonder working images of the two
saints but it never hurts to have this confirmed!

Pilgrim flask from Kirby Bellars
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Pilgrim signs from Leicestershire
(continued)
The iconography (Modwenna with her crosier)
makes it clear that a third example from
Leicester, this time without any inscription, is
also from Burton on Trent. The first two are
large and elaborate examples and are thought to
date to around 1200 AD, with the Leicester
example a little later (Spencer 1980).
Most examples are not so helpful. We have to
rely on decoding the symbols shown on the
objects. The most common motif is the scallop
shell. This is originally the symbol of St James of
Compostela but was quickly taken up as a
symbol of pilgrimage and cannot really help us
with where the objects were made. While we
know that John Amory of Frolesworth made the
pilgrimage in 1332 and an unnamed 15th century
tomb in Ashby de la Zouch church shows a
presumably Compostela pilgrim with scallop
shells on hat and scrip, we can’t point to any
undoubted badges from this shrine.
In this country the major shrines were Canterbury
and Walsingham. There are a small number of
Canterbury badges, for example a bust of St
Thomas from Lowesby and a Canterbury bell
from Melton. Walsingham is probably
represented by ampullae with a crowned W on one
side e.g. from Barkby Thorpe (with a crown on
the other). Whetherother ampullae with
crowns (e.g. from Quorn and Great Glen) are also
from Walsingham is more problematic but this
may commemorate the gift of a gold crown to the
image of St Mary at Walsingham by Henry III.
A broad arrow device on a flask from
Gaddesby has been linked to Walsingham but to
what this refers is not understood.
Other ampullae also have letters on. A crowned
letter P (or just possibly R) from Hoby with
Rotherby, may be from Our Lady of Poulton (or
Reepham if it is a R!)– or another Marian shrine
beginning with a P (or R). A lombardic T (on a
flask from Scraptoft) may refer to Thomas a
Becket but as it is coupled with a fleur de lys (the
badge of the Blessed Virgin) on the other side
might relate to a shrine of Our Lady (although
Canterbury Cathedral also was famous for the
Our Lady Undercroft). An H on an ampulla from
Leicester may (or may not) be from the shrine of
St Hugh at Lincoln.

Badge of St Andrew from Kibworth

Two very similar (if not identical) ampullae of a
distinctive round shape have a heraldic shield on
one side and, on the other, a complex image
including a Star of David – Could these be from
the famous shrine in South West Wales? Other
ampullae have flowers, heraldic shields, crosses
and a wheel. At present these are inscrutable.
Many may never be located, although by
studying finds from across the country it may be
possible to pin down the region and perhaps
shrine from which at least some of these came.
In the Late Medieval period badges became
more popular and can be more understandable.
There are two badges (from Hungarton and
Brentingby) that show Christ’s face and may be
vernicles – badges commemorating the
Veronica – the cloth which Christ is said to have
wiped his face on the way to Calvary and
into which an image was burnt. This was
exhibited to pilgrims at Rome. A badge from
Kibworth clearly shows St Andrew and
presumably comes from St Andrews in Scotland
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Pilgrim signs from
Leicestershire
(concluded)
upkeep of the chapel (Hoskins 1957, 79). At
Garendon Abbey ‘The Holy Rood of Garendon’,
an image of the Cross (which was delivered to
the Lord Privy Seal on the dissolution of the
Abbey, presumably for destruction), received
significant offerings (£10 per year) as well. At
Oakham St Mary’s Well is said to have an image
of the Blessed Virgin and attracted processions.
These are likely to be the tip of a large iceberg of
images with a local following. We may also
suspect that Wistow and Breedon with their
connections to Saints Wistan and
Hardulf respectively
would
have
been places
of pilgrimage.

Scotland, while a badge from Egleton, Rutland
shows Henry VI as might one from Ragdale.
These commemorate the pilgrimage to his tomb
at Windsor. He was never an official saint but
was strongly promoted by the Tudors and this
was a popular pilgrimage at the time. The
miracle books, where information on cures was
collected to support the case for canonisation,
are preserved here and record miracles to both
Leicestershire and Rutland pilgrims.

Work on the pilgrim signs is still in its infancy. The
pioneering work of the late Brian Spencer of the
Museum of London, who went on from
studying the collections from London
excavations and from the Thames foreshore
(where lead objects are very well preserved) to
cast his net over the whole country, has given the
study of pilgrim signs a very firm foundation. We
now need a series of local studies of the new
material produced by detecting to move the
subject on. I would be keen to see any examples
of pilgrim signs and any references to local
pilgrimage that may be known to readers, I hope
to produce a fuller article on this subject for a
future Transactions.

Head of St Thomas a Becket from Lowesby

Medieval wills are a likely source of information
on Leicestershire pilgrimage. It was common to
leave money for others to go on pilgrimage for
the benefit of the soul of the deceased. For
example, Father Francis Butler of Hallaton in
1532 left his 'best gown’ for pilgrimages to Our
Lady of Walsingham; Our Lady of Oldwell
(suggested by Graham Jones as a misreading for
Outwell, at a crossing of the Nene from Norfolk
into the Isle of Ely); St Helen of Langham (in
Rutland); St Augustine of Bestow (an
unidentified destination); and 'St Mawrell
of Hallaton'. This mix of local and national
shrines reminds us
that there were
many images
in churches and
chapels that
had great local
significance. For instance, we hear of a jewelled
image of St Wistan at Wigston ‘to which men
used to come on pilgrimage’ and to which there

____________________________________________________
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News from the library
Aubrey Stevenson
Alan contributed many articles to the
Transactions, starting with “TheRoman road
from Leicester to Mancetter” in Vol.42 to
“Brickmaking in Leicestershire before 1710” in
Vol. 71. Reference to the published “Index to
TLAHS” will reveal the others.
He also contributed seven articles to the
Leicestershire Historian from 1998 to 2009, as
well as numerous pieces in the Newsletter. He
was the Editor of Leicestershire and Rutland
Heritage for all 16 issues from 1988 to 1992.

Alan McWhirr

Complete files of all the periodicals are in the
Library and copies of the Society’s publications
can still be purchased.

The sad passing of the Hon. Secretary has
prompted a check of the Library catalogue to list
the following which are in stock:
Building of St. James the Greater, Leicester
(reprint from T.L.A.H.S. LX 1986)

David Clarke

Century to millennium: St. James the Greater,
Leicester 1899-1999. 1999

David’s obituary appeared in the last issue of
this Newsletter. There are copies of the following
in the Library:
Daniel Lambert. 1950. And 2 nd.ed. 1964.
James Cook 1811-1832 (with R. Abbott) n.d.
Old Leicester: an illustrated record of change in
the city (with J. Simmons) (reprint from
T.L.A.H.S. XXXVI 1960).
Painted glass from Leicester. 1962.
He also wrote articles for the Transactions from
Vol.28 to Vol. 41. See “Index to TLAHS” for
details.
Periodicals

Digging up our past. (with N. Christie and M.
Palmer). 2008.

To alleviate the previously reported space
problems in the Library, albeit only slightly, the
Committee agreed to transfer files of two ‘dead’
titles to the library of Leicester University. This
has now been completed:

Gallowtree Gate Congregational Chapel,
Leicester 1823-1921 (with G. Rimmington).
1999

North Staffordshire Field Club: Transactions
vol.54(1919) to vol.93(1959)

Recent books on the history of Leicestershire: an
experimental bibliography (with A. Stevenson)
1985.
Romano-British cemeteries at Cirencester (with
L.Viner and C.Wells). 1982
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Transactions of the Cambridge and Hunts
Archaeological Society, vol.1 (1900) to
vol.7(1952)

News from the library
continued

Acquisitions
Books and Pamphlets
HOOPER, B. Grave matters: in memory of a
few of the occupants of All Saints’
churchyard, Thurcaston. 2009. Both the
above are published by Falconer Press, 99
Leicester Road, Thurcaston LE7 7JH in the
Thurcaston and Cropston Local History
Society Village History Series.

ALLSOP, J.& M. Melton Mowbray from
Belvoir to Burrough; illus.M.Weston. 2009
CASTLE DONINGTON LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY Public houses of Castle Donington
(incl. Cavendish Bridge). C.D.L.H.S. 7 Borough
Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2LA. £4 + £1
p.&p. 2009

HALLIDAY,C. “The drawing master”: the
life and work of Wilmot Pilsbury, RWS, 18401908. 2009.

CLOUGH,T. Who owned Rutland in 1873?
Rutland entries in “Return of Owners of Land
1873”
Rutland Local History & Record
Society Occasional Publication 9 £7.50 +
£1.50 p.& p. 2010. 9780907464440
Correspondence of the Spalding Gentlemen’s
Society 1710-1761.
(Lincoln Record Society
Vol.99) 2010. Including some Leicestershire
references.
DEADMAN,D. & BROOKS,C. An illustrated
guide to the printed maps of Leicestershire 15761900.
Landseer Press
£35 + £5 p.&p. 2010.
Available from Julian Smith, Clarendon Books,
144 Clarendon Park Road, Leicester, LE2 3AE.
The book has a preface by Squire de Lisle, our
President. It is A4, has 383 pages and is
extensively illustrated. It will undoubtedly be the
indispensable book on the subject.

LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL Leicester
City local development framework: core
strategy submission document. 2009.

FRIENDS OF ST. DIONYSIUS
Wood
carvings on St. Dionysius’s doors and roof
beams, Market Harborough; Bob Hakewill, 99
Lubenham Hill, Market Harborough, LE16 9DG
£3 2009. This extensively illustrated pamphlet
also reproduces “Woodcarvings from the nave
roof of Market Harborough parish church” by
F.A. Greenhill from T.L.A.H.S. XXXV 1959.

LEWIN,D. Parson,politician and gentleman:
[three men of the Langtons]. 2009. [Rev. W.
Hanbury, J. Logan, Col. D. Hignett]
McWHIRR,A.,CHRISTIE,N. & PALMER,M.
compilers Digging up our past: fifty years of
archaeology and forty years of ancient history
at the University of Leicester 1957/8-2007/8.
2008.

Incidentally, copies of Greenhill’s “Incised slabs
of Leicestershire and Rutland” published by
L.A.H.S. in 1958 are still available for purchase
from the Library at £10.
GREIFF, M. The story of John de Mershden,
rector of Thurcaston 1391-1425. 2010.
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NEWITT,N. Editor The slums of Leicester: a
photographic
record
illustrated
by
contemporary accounts. 2009. This book was
featured in the previous Newsletter

News from the library
concluded

Research News (English Heritage) 13 Winter
2009-10 lists Research Dept. Report Series
94 (2008): Howard,R.
Flore’s House,
Oakham: tree-ring analysis of timbers.
Shropshire History & Archaeology LXXXII
2007
Refuges of last resort: Shropshire
workhouses and the people who built and ran
them.
For information:
Medieval Archaeology vols. 1-50 are available
online:
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/med
_arch/
One million National Monuments Record
records
at
www.englishheritagearchives.org.uk

St.Andrew’s parish church Prestwold: a brief
history and visitors guide. [c.2005]
Warwickshire hearth tax returns: Michaelmas
1670 with Coventry Lady Day 1666. (British
Record Society Index Library vol.126). 2010

Sculpture Journal 18.2 2009 has an article by
S.V.Airey
“Tradition and innovation in
Midlands churchyards: sandstone and slate
tombstones from the early 18 th to the mid-19 th
centuries” (www.pmsa.org.uk).

WELSH,T. Local history on the ground. 2009
WESSEL,C.
Miss
[Leicester]. 2010.

Lawton’s

almshouses

South Derbyshire Heritage News Spring 2010
mentions the restoration of a milepost on the
Burton to Market Bosworth turnpike.

The Society is grateful to those members and
authors who have presented publications to
the Library.

Finally a local website that may be new to some
www.leicestershirechurches.co.uk

Further Periodicals

Library closures

Some articles and items of particular local
interest from permanently filed titles:

Please note that the Library will NOT be
open on September 19 and October 17. The
final opening for 2010 will be November 21
prior to the Guildhall’s regular closure in
December and January.

Cornerstone 31.2 2010 incl. Sine sole sineo: the
sundial

Aubrey Stevenson
Hon. Librarian.

Durham Archaeological Journal 18 2009 (vol.17
was pub. in 2003). Article on St. Andrew’s
church, Roker illustrates Ernest Gimson’s lectern
there.
English Place-Name Society 41 2009. Note on a
Guthlac’s Stone.
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Cathedral Green

1. St. Martin’s House:
1.1. Physical alterations that go beyond the
existing planning permission will require further
permission.

Stuart Bailey
Leicester Civic Society
There is controversy surrounding this project
and it is therefore good to quantify the
existing designated heritage assets and
begin to see what may or may not
acceptable.

1.2. The remains of the Tudor Chapel of St.
Ursula are listed by virtue of being within the
curtilage. They must therefore be retained
intact. Any proposal to incorporate them within
a ‘marking out’ of the site of the Wyggeston
Hospital Buildings on the ground of the new
square is to be encouraged. Any proposal to
remove them to another site is clearly
unacceptable.

Designated heritage assets are:
The Guildhall and curtilage, Listed Grade 1, the
Cathedral and curtilage, Listed Grade 2-Star, St.
Martin’s House (former Grammar School) and
curtilage, Listed Grade 2. This building has
planning permission for the works that have
commenced.

1.3. The iron railings to the former schoolyard
are listed by virtue of being within the curtilage
and will need careful consideration. Their
incorporation elsewhere in the proposals may
possibly be acceptable to English Heritage and
local heritage bodies.

The only properties not shown on the Statutory
List are therefore the Cathedral Visitor Centre
and the ‘new’ portion of Church House.
However it may be argued that the Visitor
Centre, being within the established curtilage of
the Guildhall and physically attached to the 1836
Constable’s House is also listed.

1.4. The London Plane Tree within the
curtilage and opposite the West door of the
Cathedral is subject to a preservation order and
should be retained. Other trees are protected by
virtue of the entire site being within a
conservation area.

The entire site is within the Cathedral/Guildhall
Conservation Area.

2. Cathedral Square Stage 1 is entirely within
the existing churchyard, which was badly
altered in the 1980’s and therefore presents no
heritage asset concerns. (Planning application
20091719 is yet to be decided) Whether or not
you like the design is another matter entirely.
3. Cathedral Square Stage 2 (Future proposals.
No planning permission submitted and likely to
encounter funding difficulties)
3.1. The "Interim Design Summary & Phase 1
Proposal" document says:
"There is one principal challenge associated with the
realisation of the brief. This lies in demonstrating the
unique scale of the opportunity in such a way that
heritage elements of the site which conflict with the
realisation of the vision can be successfully removed.
Through this process the site is to be imbued with a clear
sense of 'new heritage' through the establishment of a
place of excellence of character."
(Concluded on Page 13)
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Story of England
Michael Wood

At the front of his
W.G.
Hoskins put as an epigraph one of Blake’s
proverbs: it is easy to generalise, Blake
remarked, but ‘to Particularize is the Alone
Distinction of Merit’.
is a
very simple particularising idea: to tell the
story of one place through the whole
of English history.
The subject is the people, not the rulers. So
though unashamedly popular television, the
series is more Chris Dyer’s Making a Living than
Simon Schama’s History of Britain.
And why Kibworth? (the question was asked on
day one in slightly perplexed tones by a reporter
from BBC Radio Leicester!) Kibworth, as all
readers of the LAHS newsletter will know, is an
ordinary place on the A6 with Chinese and
Indian takeaways, a Coop, an excellent High
School and new housing estates, You’d drive
through it without a second look.

But the A6 is noisy and unphotogenic - even
Main Street in Harcourt can be hell for a sound
recordist! And our natural inclination as
filmmakers was to go for somewhere that
looked more classic English village. Thinking
about this project on and off over many years,
while filming other series from India to the
Andes, I researched places elsewhere.

But that is the point. Almost on the fringe of
Leicester, Kibworth is emphatically today’s
England in miniature: it is where most of us live
now: so in a sense its history is the story of all of
us. I was drawn to it initially by its remarkable
documents. For the northern part of the old
parish, Kibworth Harcourt, astonishing records
survive in the archive of the landlord Merton
College Oxford covering 750 years in the life of
one community: court rolls, rent books, building
accounts, maps, surveys, -even a letter from the
village butcher in 1447.
Material so good that individual peasant families
can be traced over a dozen generations. The
archive was the subject of a pioneering essay by
Rodney Hilton in 1949, and of a fundamental
study of inheritance and tenure by Cicely Howell
in 1983 which opened up the prospect
of literally mapping the changes in a village
over time. Cicely’s book with its maps remained in
my mind since I first read it as a possible model for
a Hoskins-inspired series viewing English history
from one place.

However I couldn’t quite let go of Kibworth.
Looking again, Kibworth Beauchamp had a
fascinating industrial history, with canals
railways and factories; the place had also been
a centre of the framework knitting industry
which so strongly features, for example, in EP
Thompson’s classic Making of the English
Working Class. That clinched it. Here after all
it would be possible to tell the story of England
in miniature-including the coming of industry.
Like most places in England Kibworth already
existed in 1066. But as is the case with most of
the Danelaw, no documents survive from
before that time. So to kick off we tried to find
a few clues to the centuries before the
Normans. We advertised on BBC Radio
Leicester and 250 locals turned up at the school
hall for a big dig weekend. They dug 55 test pits
(the most ever done in a single place)
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An English Story
Michael Wood (Continued)

supervised by teams from Leicester and
Cambridge universities, with Paul Blinkhorn on
the pottery.

There are also twenty thousand wills from
1490s-1600 in Wigston, and there, Chris Dyer
brought to life Tudor farmers, some of whose
inventories we were able to place in their rooms
in Kibworth (where tree ring dating in one
house in Main Street gave the 1320s-30s with
new hall in 1385!)

The dig was a success beyond our wildest
dreams. Yielding prehistoric flints, Beaker people
and Romans, all the way through the Middle Ages
to the debris of Georgian coaching inns, and frame
knitters’ workshops. Under the Coach and Horses
car park we even came up with early Anglo-Saxon
pottery with a fragment of incised bone comb
from around 500 AD;
in a Main
Street garden was a rich deposit of tenth c
Stamford ware.

The National Archive were also very helpful –
they have a spread of documents for both
Kibworths and Smeeton through 1320s and 80s
Poll taxes, Tudor and Stuart musters and hearth
taxes down to modern censuses and Poor Law
records. All for one parish! The truth is we
could have easily done twenty films.

Then even before we had taken stock of this
unforeseen wealth of new evidence we struck
gold with a magnetometry survey by the Hallaton
Field group. In a field where there had been a
number of chance finds since the 1860s the
group came up with Iron Age enclosures and the
complete plan of a Roman villa . No sooner had
this been digested than a flood of data arrived
from local metal detectorists courtesy of the
Portable Antiquities Scheme: Bronze Age
axeheads, Roman and Anglo Saxon brooches, a
Dark Age sceatta, two silver pennies of Ethelred
the Unready, a papal bull, and pewter pilgrim
badges, to name just a few.

And the modern records were simply too
extensive to cope with: fortunately the very
active Kibworth History Society has published
collections of early photos; Victorian censuses,
a gazetteer of the 23 Kibworth coaching inns
and pubs which have existed since the 18 th
century; a history of local cricket which
has
been strong since the 1840s; and personal
memoirs, including that of a landgirl and
farmworker Rose Holyoak who still lives in
Kibworth.
So by a huge collaborative effort, as if by
magic, the life of a community at grass roots
level began to unfold over the centuries : not
the story of the rulers but of the ordinary
people Our intention when we started was that
the local story would weave in and out of the
national narrative. In Kibworth this often came
vividly and unexpectedly to life. Turi King at
Leicester University got probable Viking DNA
from one villager; we were able (tentatively ) to
identify the Munt in the middle of the village as
a Norman motte.

By now the project involved a huge number of
local people –and the many experts like Chris
Dyer Peter Liddle and Robin Jenkins who
unstintingly gave their time and advice. And very
soon there was too much evidence to process for
a mere television series. To take the documents
alone: Merton holds 750 years of material just for
Kibworth Harcourt.
The Leicestershire Record Office in Wigston also
holds a huge amount of material: Robin and the
staff were generous in their help and expertise,
often bringing Kibworth materials back to the
village, such as parish registers, Lollard sermons,
and the treasure trove of the old Kibworth
Grammar School box which amazingly starts
with three leases from the 1350s. We also traced
Kibworth people in the Leicester Borough guild
and tax lists starting in the 12 th century- taking the
rolls back to the Guild Hall.
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Some of the documents yielded great stories: a
murder by a Kibworth man at Harborough in
1264 n the middle of de Montfort’s civil war; the
1349 court roll in Merton with its horrific toll
for the Black Death (the highest recorded
anywhere in Britain). One of the most
dramatic was Kibworth’s involvement in the
Lollard heresy when seven villagers joined the

An English Story
Michael Wood (Concluded)

Oldcastle rising against Henry V. In the
Reformation the vicar was jailed for his
opposition to Henry VIII; during the
Commonwealth the village was touched by
radical movements -Independents, dissenters,
Quakers (George Fox of course was born
nearby).

From a reconstructed village ‘Penny Concert’
from the 1880s, to the school trip to the
Somme battlefields, and even to memories of
the first Post War housing estate, what I think
emerges - even in a popular TV format- is a
sense of the growth of a community over time.
And fitting perhaps that it is in Leicestershire: a
most interesting county whose university
departments, archivists and local historians
today have pioneered the study of the lives and
landscapes of our ordinary ancestors.

This long lasting current of nonconformity led to
the founding in the village of a famous
nonconformist academy under whose roof the
feminist, anti war, and anti slavery writer Anna
Laetitia Aikin (later Barbauld) grew up.
The last two episodes of Story of England move
on to the enclosure of the open fields, and the
coming of the turnpike, the Grand Union Canal,
and the Midland Railway; with the arrival
of industry and modern housing estates the
village became what it is today, almost a small

The six-part television series,
will be
broadcast on BBC 4 beginning in late September and
repeated at a later date on BBC 2.
The book to accompany the series,
by Michael Wood will be published in
hardback by Viking on 7 October 2010, price £20.00.

Cathedral Green

4. Other sides to the Cathedral:

Stuart Bailey (concluded)

4.1. The sections of St. Martins East and St.
Martins West enclosed by buildings on both
sides should have this sense of enclosure and
separateness retained and reinforced by
retention of the cobble surfaces together with
appropriate street furniture and lighting. This in
turn would reinforce the dramatic sense
of space in the new square,
into
which these ancient jitties would enter
from the north.

This is nonsense. “New Heritage for old” is just
another way of saying if it is in the way, then pull
it down.
3.2. The Field Wall is listed. It forms part of the
curtilage of the Guildhall and as such it is listed
Grade 1. It is too low to have arches inserted to
link the square with the visitor centre. It must
therefore remain intact. The shorter eastern
section is circa 1519, being a part of the north
wall of the Wyggeston Hospital. The longer
western section dates from 1759, when a
graveyard was created in the area west of the
Cathedral and South of the Guildhall. The top of
the wall was most probably rebuilt about 1875
when the graveyard ceased to be operational.

4.2. Guildhall Lane has a sense of enclosed
townscape that should be retained and
enhanced whilst banishing any through traffic.
To treat this space north of the Cathedral as a
miniature version of the much larger space to the
south, which the proposed design appears to
do, is flawed. A rethink of this design
concept is needed.
5. The re-ordering of the interior of the
Cathedral is a matter for the Cathedral
authorities. However there should be no

3.3. Proposals to incorporate Peacock Lane
within the design of the square, with potential for
its future full pedestrianisation are welcomed.
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In the steps of Hoskins
Deserted villages revisited
Prof Chris Dyer
In June 2008 the Centre for English Local History at
Leicester, in conjunction with the Medieval
Settlement Research Group, held a conference to
remember and recreate an occasion in June 1948.
This was a visit to Leicestershire deserted villages
(including Hamilton, Ingarsby and Knaptoft) by a
party of academics attending a
seminar at
Cambridge. The seminar had been organised by
Professor M.M. Postan from Cambridge, and other
Cambridge archaeologists and historians attended.
The group was guided round the sites by W.G.
Hoskins, accompanied by Maurice Beresford.
The 2008 conference, the papers of which are
published in this book, went to the same sites (and
added Great Stretton, a favourite site of Hoskins)
but also considered the still unsolved academic
problems posed by the thousands of deserted
villages, hamlets and farms found all
over Britain. In 1948 the focus was on villages,
and the evidence that their desertion provided of
an economic recession in the later middle ages,
and of the enclosure movement of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries.

Two of the essays explore a dimension that was
not even considered in 1948 – the information
gleaned from the excavation of the sites. Both
the houses and the artefacts recovered allow us
to reconstruct village society and the daily life of
the peasants.
The essay of special interest to Leicestershire
readers will be that contributed by Everson and
Brown on the four Leicestershire sites which
we literally revisited. They show how radical
has been the reinterpretation of the village
earthworks, mainly gained from the long
experience of the staff of the former Royal
Commission on Historical Monuments.

This book offers a more inclusive agenda, which
extends the field of study to the upland
farmsteads of Wales and the rather irregular
settlements of Norfolk as well as the nucleated
villages of the midlands. We can recognise many
circumstances which lead to desertion, over a
much longer period that that supposed in 1948.
One essay considers the removal of villages by
those laying out landscape parks in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Another
looks at the tendency of villages of particular
types, indicated by their place names, to be
vulnerable to decay and desertion. The agents of
desertion are also assessed – lords sometimes
depopulated a village, but often villages fell apart
as the peasants competed for resources, which
was accompanied by anti-social behaviour and
bitter quarrels. Desertion was not a simple
process, involving long-drawn out episodes when
small numbers of inhabitants continued to live on
the site. We cannot provide a simple answer to the
question ‘when did the villagers go?’

Of course they can point to the holloways
(former roads), toft boundaries and house
platforms, but they also suggest that large areas
of earthworks represent the remains of gardens
created either alongside or on top of the ruins of
the village. These were associated with
the
country houses which often occupied the
village sites. Their most remarkable discovery
was that the ‘humps and bumps’ near the
ruined church, which visitors
to
Knaptoft imagine to be the vestiges of the
villages are all later in date, and the village lay
some distance away, out in the fields.
Deserted Villages Revisited, Christopher Dyer and
Richard Jones (ed), Explorations in Local and Regional
History, Vol 3, Nigel Goose and Christopher Dyer (ed),
University of Herefordshire Press, 2010. ISBN 978-1905313-79-2
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News from the
University of Leicester’s
Archaeological Services
At either end of this were cross-wings (a
standing ruined wall in the garden forms part of
the southern cross-wing). Preliminary spot
dating of finds suggests a 14th-century date for
the hall and cross-wings. A couple of lastminute trenches in the vicinity of a 19thcentury stable yard confirmed that this
incorporates part of the medieval chapel. The
episode will be screened early next year.

Groby Old Hall, Time Team (Neil Finn)
In April, Time Team filmed an episode for their
next series at Groby Old Hall, with a team of
excavators from ULAS. Groby was selected in
part on the basis of the recent survey of the 15th
century Old Hall and a watching brief during
rebuilding of the adjacent churchyard wall,
which revealed well-preserved remains of an
earlier medieval hall.
The aims of the Time Team dig were to determine
the extent, layout and chronology of the
medieval hall and to investigate the earlier
motte and bailey castle located nearby.
Trenching of the Norman castle motte revealed
a stone-built tower buried within its core. A
basement room within the tower was accessed
via a flight of stairs built into one of the walls (see
photo). A long trench at the base of the motte
examined a sequence of bailey ditches.

Tony Robinson, Mick Aston and Richard Morris filmin g

Leicester, Beaumont Leys, Ashton Green,
(Tim Higgins; Matt Beamish)
A 49 trench pre-determination evaluation
programme identified evidence of middle to
Late Iron Age settlement over an area
of boulder clay plateau. Features
werewell preserved and included an array of
Iron
Age archaeology
including
rock-packed
post-holes or pads
indicating good structure survival, and deep
ditches that penetrated the water table.
Environmental assessment has identified cereal
processing, and bone survival was also
promising.

Groby: Stairs down to lower room of tower within the
castle motte

Geophysical survey of the garden and adjacent
field to the west of the Old Hall revealed an
extensive series of stone-founded buildings
ranged around a courtyard. Trenches were
opened up to investigate the various structures.
Forming the west side of this complex, close to
the 19th century Church of St Philip and St
James, was a hall range with a canted bay
window.

The nature and extent of the occupation
remains to be defined. It is of note that the
sizeable area of Iron Age settlement recorded in
Beaumont Leys in 2006 occupied very similar
16

News from the University of
Leicester’s Archaeological
Services (continued)

Groby: The medieval hall range with canted bay window
on the right

A study of the two metre resolution
Environment Agency LiDAR data for the area
showed no related earthworks to survive for the
site, although some anomalies in other areas of
the 100 hectare development may relate to preEnclosure land divisions, much of the site having
been within an area of later medieval Park
suggested by recent research. As part of the
study, the data for Castle Hill was processed.

Beaumont Leys, Ashton Green: Hillshade plot of LiDAR
2m resolution data, of the enclosure and dam at Castle
Hill Beaumont Leys. The monument is surrounded by
residential development to the south and east, and the
A46 western distributor is visible top left. The site itself
is within a Country Park, and well worth a visit.

Brooksby Quarry (Wayne Jarvis, Matt
Beamish)

This is a little known Scheduled Monument in a
plateau edge location comprising a banked
enclosure above a sharp break of slope with a
fish pond below formed by a dammed stream
valley. The site is believed to be a preceptory of
the Knights Templars.
The LiDAR data shows the earthworks as
recorded and published by Fred Hartley in
the
Medieval Earthworks of Central Leicestershire
(LMARS 1989) along with a suggestion of further
ridge and furrow within and alongside the
enclosure and a number of internal features. The
separation of internal features between medieval
and modern periods is difficult without further
work, as the banked enclosure, along with 600
further hectares of Beaumont Leys claylands
were used for the irrigation and purification of
sewage liquids and sludges between the 1890s and
1960s. This was a significant piece of late
Victorian sewage engineering on elevated clay
lands, and required an extensive pump, pipe and
valve infrastructure (of which the Abbey Lane
Pumping Station forms the first part) some of
which survives within the development area.
17

Regular visits to the quarry to monitor the
quarry face and rejects heap are producing
increasing numbers of artefacts. The rejects
come out of the processing plant (above left)
and are stored separately as they have no
economic value to the quarry company. Latest
finds include this ‘andesitic’ tool (overleaf), a
probable handaxe with the tip broken off
in antiquity. Additionally, it is becoming
clear that the density of finds varies,
and we are attempting to define a pattern

News from the University of
Leicester’s Archaeological
Services (continued)

English Heritage has given permission for
a five-year
project
that will
aim
to
increase understanding
of the hillfort’s chronology and functions
during
the main phases of its
occupation. There will also be efforts towards
putting the hillfort into a wider landscape
context involving further geophysical and
fieldwalking surveys of surrounding fields to
look at the immediate environs of the
monument.
This first season of excavation revisited
two
areas that had been partially examined in the
past. A trench in the hillfort entrance (Trench
1) was located to coincide with an excavation
from 1960 and a second trench (Trench 2) was
excavated on the northern side of the
monument to build on results of a small trench
that had been dug there in 1971.
Trench 1 revealed much about the form and
construction techniques. The ramparts were
seen to have been constructed with successive
layers of clay and locally quarried ironstone, all
held in place by well-built drystone walls. Two
deep post holes marked the position of large
timber gates and may have supported a timber
walkway above the entrance.

Brooksby Quarry: ‘andesitic’ tool

It seems likely that the majority of the artefacts
(and unworked ‘cobbles’) come from the very
base of the river gravels. Further stripping at
current ground level is due to take place in the
autumn with the potential for Iron Age and
Romano-British features.

One side of the drystone wall also formed part
of the main entrance passage way which was
also defined by a laid cobble road.
A recessed room built into the rampart may
have acted as a guard chamber (traditional view
of these things but it could also have
functioned in a variety of other ways) and finds
parallels on similar sites in the Welsh Marches.

Burrough on the Hill, (Jeremy Taylor, John
Thomas, Andy Hyam)
Work began in June on the new University
of Leicester student training excavation which
has a
focus on the Iron Age hillfort at Burrough Hill.

Remarkably, although this room had been
partially excavated in 1960, there were
still surviving floors and hearths within –
hopefully they
will provide
dating
and decent
environmental evidence.

Earlier this year, Jeremy Taylor and some of the
geophysical survey with stunning results
revealing not only settlement activity within the
rampart earthworks but also a spread of
roundhouses & enclosures outside.

Tools
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associated with metalworking and

News from the University of
Leicester’s Archaeological
Services (continued)

Trench 1: this shows the rampart at the end of the entrance passage, with the dry stone walls
holding in the rubble and clay ‘core’. On the left side the two post holes and road surface can
be seen and in the top left-hand side the open area is about half of the ‘guard chamber’.

part of the hillfort was also revealed. A laid
cobblesurface was probably part of a track or yard.

backfill of the room, which appears to have taken
place in the Roman period. Other than the few
Roman sherds in the backfill of the room, the
majority of the dating from Trench 1 indicated a
broad mid-late Iron Age timespan for activity.

Nearby, part of a roundhouse also indicated occupation in the lee of the ramparts. A number of
pits and an area of metalworking waste were
probably associated with this house.

Trench 2 examined a section of the rampart and
immediate interior on the northern side of the
hillfort. The archaeology was well-preserved here
because it lay beneath a medieval plough headland
that had protected the underlying remains.

Finally, a third trench was opened in the last week
to evaluate some of the geophysics responses
from outside the hillfort. Although damaged by
medieval ploughing, the surviving archaeology,
which related to a pair of roundhouses, seemed
in relatively good condition and sample excavation yielded a lot of pottery and flint as well as a
complete saddle quern in two halves.

The northern part of the trench, adjacent to the
rampart earthworks, contained an extensive layer
of rubble tumble which had accumulated as the
hillfort gradually fell into disrepair. A refuse layer
rich in Roman pottery indicated intermittent activity on Burrough Hill between the 1st and 4th
centuries AD.

Although this was a relatively ‘low key’ start to
the project we were able to contribute well to the
outreach side of things, with two school visits, a
Young Archaeologists Club visit as well as numerous visitors on a daily basis and 400 visitors
to our open day.

The pottery was dominated by a range of drinking
vessels so it may be that in the Roman period, the
hillfort was used for festivities at certain times of
the year.Some sense of the Iron Age activity in this
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News from the University of
Leicester’s Archaeological
Services (concluded)

conditions in recent years caused by the
recent dry spell and the underlying natural
led to pickaxes being employed to excavate
the features!
The eastern field consisted of a probable
dry valley that had been infilled with a deep
colluvial deposit. One of the trenches in
this area uncovered a large industrial feature sitting within the colluvial layer. The
sides of the feature had been baked as well
as a further baked layer within the section
along with thick charcoal deposits
Trench 2: At the far end of the trench, the unexcavated medieval
headland soils can be seen (together with the re-excavated 1971
trench). In the foreground are the layers of stony rampart tumble with
the arc of a roundhouse at the bottom of the picture.

Also fragments of clay were recovered
from the backfill – presumably part of a
superstructure – as well possible slag fragments but no dating was recovered. As yet
the function of the structure has not been
ascertained – suggestions welcome!

With thanks and acknowledgements to Richard
Buckley for providing the material for this overview

Trench 3: Aerial shot of T3 showing the location outside the
hillfort earthworks and beneath the ridge and furrow (Trench
1 can be seen by the yellow fencing). ‘Enhanced’ features in
the trench relate to roundhouse gullies and associated pits.

Castle Donington, Park Lane (Jon Coward,
James Harvey)
A large evaluation (spreading over 1km northsouth) was undertaken that mainly targeted geophysical anomalies. These included a complex of
ditches at the northern end of the site that proved
to be Iron Age/ Early Roman, including a probable
roundhouse gully. Further dispersed prehistoric
activity was also recorded across the southern end
of the site. Some of the most difficult digging

Industrial feature at Castle Donington
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Robert James Lees
A Leicestershire author - and medium?
Leslie Price
The significance of Robert James Lees (1849-1931),
who was born in Hinckley and died in Leicester, is
appreciated far beyond the county among students of
the paranormal. Yet mysteries persist about much of
his life.
He claimed that as child he was used as a medium by Queen
Victoria to contact the Prince Consort who died in 1861.
This has not been substantiated, but we should not be hasty
in dismissing it. Elizabeth Longford, biographer of Victoria,
was sceptical of the claim that the Queen ever witnessed a
demonstration of clairvoyance by Georgiana Eagle, but it
has recently been found that Georgiana and her father were
a well known touring mentalist act of the time.

By the mid-1880s Lees appears in Spiritualist
newspapers, first as an opponent of that
movement and then as a defender. He began
treating patients by healing in the Manchester
area, as can be seen in local reports in “Two
Worlds” (founded there in 1887). In London,
where he worked as a journalist and tour guide,
he received psychic impressions about the
identity of Jack the Ripper 1888, but these
appear not to have equally impressed the
authorities.

Robert James Lees c.1925

Lees was not a medium who sat in séances, or
gave sittings or public demonstrations, He did
claim to have spirit visitors whom he perceived
clairvoyantly, and who inspired him to write
accounts of life in the spirit world, notably
“Through the Mists” (1898) “The Life Elysian”
(1916) and much later the more theological
“The Gate of Heaven” (1931). These are wellwritten examples of the genre, and also enabled
Lees to critique orthodox religion, which had not
always been receptive of his message.

It might be thought that the fullest information
on Lees would emerge from the Spiritualists
National Union, at whose college in Stansted
(Essex) his library was partly preserved after his
daughter Eva died in 1968. Lees however was a
Christian Spiritualist
who pursued an
idiosyncratic path independent of the main
psychic bodies. Paradoxically his seclusion added
to his fame.
From 1893-6, Lees led a religious and social
venture called the People’s League at the Central
Hall, Peckham ( part of the hall stands today.),
after which he withdrew from London, first to
Plymouth and then Ilfracombe, where for some
years he led the life of a retired gentleman. One of
the mysteries is to establish where his money came
from!

It was not until 1928, that Lees retired to
Leicester with Eva Lees his daughter. After he
died, she reprinted some of his books, and
enthusiastically defended his reputation - with
exaggerated claims as historians believe. In
recent years, however, historians have joined
psychical researchers and members of the Lees
family to try to clarify the true sequence
of events.
In Autumn 1969, I stayed at Stansted Hall to
sort their library. I visited the room where the
library of Lees was then stored. I perused the
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Robert James Lees
A Leicestershire author - and medium?
(concluded)
old press cuttings about the People’s League,
read the diary entry about Jack the Ripper, and
pondered the pious religious books. Was he a
saint and a great medium as his admirers believe?
Though it is now thought that he was not
responsible for the original sensational press
story about his role in the Ripper case, was he
ultimately a maker of false claims? If so, then by
the inexorable moral law which runs through his
gripping autobiographical novel “The Heretic”,
and his post-mortem narratives, nemesis awaited.
Meanwhile the painstaking task of exploring the
detail of his life, in and beyond the county,
continues.

Lee’s birthplace in Bond Street, Hinckley. He was born
in the room above the flower shop, which was formerly a
bakery

LESLIE PRICE is part of the editorial team of the free
online journal Psypioneer, which is archived at
www.woodlandway.org.
See especially: Stephen Butt, Robert James Lees and the
Revd Thomas Ashcroft, Psypioneer, December 2009.
Further historical material relating to Robert James
Lees can be obtained from www.rjlees.co.uk
Al so from the ‘Two Worlds’ website at
www. ehbritten.org/texts/primary/two_worlds; from
which past issues of that journal can be downloaded.

Please keep in touch
One of the several services provided to members by the society is to keep you informed of relevant
events, meetings, outings and other activities which you may wish to attend.
We would like to keep in touch with you, but with a (record) membership of over 400, writing to you
by post, several times every year, would be - in our view - an option which is too expensive. Consequently
we would ask you
to send us your email address so that we can keep in touch. We will
never pass your details on to anyone else, or any other organisation.
If you wish to keep in touch with us, please send an email, with your name and
lahs@stephenbutt.co.uk
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address, to

The 155th Annual General Meeting
The 155th Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on
Thursday 25 November 2010 at 7.30pm at the New Walk Museum, Leicester
All members are requested to attend. The Annual General Meeting
is an important event in the Society’s calendar
Please bring this agenda with you

Agenda
1.

Apologies

2.

Minutes of the 154th Annual General Meeting held on 26 November 2009

3.

Presentation of the 155th Annual Report for 2009-2010 by the Chairman, Mr D. Ramsey

4.

Adoption of the Annual Report

5.

Presentation of the Accounts for the year 2009-2010 by the Honorary Treasurer Mr M.
Johnson

6.

Adoption of the Accounts

7.

Appointment of Auditors

8.

Elections of Officers

9.

Any other business (to be communicated to the Chairman by 1 November 2010)

Following the formal part of the evening, Mr Neil Finn, the Society’s Lecture Secretary, will present an
illustrated report on the recent Channel 4 Time Team investigations in Leicestershire. Time Team have
filmed two programmes in Leicestershire this year, due to be screened in 2011. In April they investigated
the Norman Castle and medieval manorial site at Groby Old Hall and in July an Anglo-Saxon cemetery
and Roman villa site at West Langton
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The Lecture
Season
7 October 2010
John Beckett: The Victoria County History in Leicestershire
John Beckett is Professor of English Regional History at the
University of Nottingham, and has been seconded to the University
of London since 2005 as Director and General Editor of the
Victoria County History
21 October 2010
Nick Hill: Medieval Houses in East Leicestershire and Rutland: Recent Research
Nick Hill works for English Heritage as a Project Director and spends his spare time recording and researching
historic buildings, mainly in east Leicestershire and adjacent regions. His lecture will present the results of his work on
medieval buildings in east Leicestershire and Rutland
4 November 2010
Danny McAree: The medieval and post-medieval lime industry of Barrow upon Soar
Danny McAree is a Senior Project Supervisor at Northamptonshire Archaeology and directed the excavations at Cotes
Road, Barrow upon Soar where numerous limekilns have been uncovered over the past few years
25 November 2010
Annual General Meeting
Following the AGM Neil Finn will present a slide show of recent Time Team excavations in
Leicestershire
Time Team have filmed two programmes in Leicestershire this year, due to be screened in 2011. In April they
investigated the Norman Castle and medieval manorial site at Groby Old Hall and in July an Anglo-Saxon cemetery
and Roman villa site at West Langton
9 December 2010
Ned Newitt: The Slums of Leicester
Ned Newitt was a Leicester City Councillor, holding various prominent positions, including chair of the Housing
Committee, responsible for both council housing and housing renewal. Ned has published a number of books on aspects
of Leicester’s history. His latest work, The Slums of Leicester, features many never before published photographs of the
forgotten parts of the city, providing a unique insight into how and where poor people lived in Leicester.

www.le.ac.uk/lahs

Thursday evenings at 7.30pm
The Museum and Art Gallery, New Walk
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6 January 2011
Peter Liddle: Medieval Pilgrimage in Leicestershire
For hundreds of years Leicestershire people made difficult journeys to distant religious shrines but this important
spiritual activity never reached the history books. Now, work by metal detectorists around the fields of Leicestershire is
recovering this history in the form of the lead relics brought back from their journeys. Over the last 30 years
Leicestershire Museums and, more recently Portable Antiquities Scheme staff have been recording these discoveries.
Peter Liddle is Community Archaeologist at Leicestershire County Council Museums Service
20 January 2011
Gavin Speed: Goings on with Grooved Ware: Recent Discoveries from Rothley, Leicestershire
Gavin Speed is a Senior Supervisor at ULAS. He directed the recent excavation of an extensive multi-period site at
Rothley, Leicestershire and is currently engaged in analysing the results of this project
10 February 2011
Nick Cooper: Found beneath John Lewis’s: Roman and Medieval Leicester Explored
Nick Cooper is Post-Excavation Project Manager at ULAS and is overseeing the post-excavation programme for the
extensive urban excavations undertaken in advance of construction of the Highcross shopping centre in Leicester
24 February 2011
Susan Ripper: The Hemington Bridges
Susan Ripper is co-author of a recently-published monograph on the rescue excavations undertaken at Hemington
Quarry, Leicestershire, between 1993-1998 that revealed the well preserved remains of three successive medieval
bridges. The volume presents the results of a multi-disciplinary study that examined the bridges' structural technology,
stone and woodworking practices, geomorphological context, chronology and historical context. Particular emphasis is
placed upon the earliest structure, built c. AD 1097. Susan is a Project officer with ULAS
10 March 2011 (W. Alan North Memorial Lecture)
Amanda Claridge: The Castelporziano Project: Elephants and Camels: Roman emperors on the
Laurentine Shore
Amanda Claridge is Professor of Roman Archaeology at Royal Holloway, University of London. She directed the
survey, excavation and analysis of Castelporziano, a small Roman town south of Ostia, on behalf of the British School
at Rome and presents the results of her research there in this lecture
24 March 2011
James Ryan: Projections from the Past: Digitisation and Managing Digital files
The Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland holds an extensive collection of glass lantern slides that
offer a fascinating window into the past. James Ryan, Photographic Digitisation Officer, has been working on a project
to sort, clean, digitise and improve access to this collection
7 April 2011
Members’ evening
Members present the results of their research into aspects of the archaeology and history of the county. If you would like
to speak at this popular and well-attended event please contact the Lecture Secretary, Neil Finn, by telephone on 0116
2525038, by email at nf17@leicester.ac.uk , or by post c/o University of Leicester Archaeological Services, University
Road, Leicester, LE1 7RH
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My Leicestershire
Digital Archive
Ed Kirkland, Project Manager
In May 2010 the University of Leicester Library
received funding from JISC (a committee of the
higher education funding councils) to create a
digital collection of local history resources
relating to Leicestershire.
The project is a collaborative venture between the
University Library, the East Midlands Oral
History Archive, and the Media Archive for
Central England together with a number of local
history organisations. Exploring the synergies
created by these types of partnership, and
documenting effective practice in the area
of community creation of digital
collections is an important part of the project.
Once established the My Leicestershire Digital
Archive will hold a wide selection of digital
materials including oral history interviews, early
recordings from BBC Radio Leicester, historical
films, rare books dating from the eighteenth
century onwards, historical directories and
photographs. These materials will be collected in
two stages. Initially we will digitise or migrate
materials contributed by the University Library,
the Oral History Archive and the Media Archive

with the University Library. This is the most
important part of the project as we want to
explore how feasible it is to create and sustain a
digital collection in this way. .
The project is funded until the end of March
2011 with the University Library intending to
support the software infrastructure beyond this.
The initial collection will be created by the end
of October 2010, with content from local
history partners added by February 2011.

The second stage will involve our two partner
local history organisations – the Rothley Heritage
Trust and the Leicester Industrial History Society
– adding items to the archive in collaboration

Please visit the project blog at
www.myleicestershire.wordpress.com for further
information.

VCH latest
Squire Gerald de Lisle

The plan is to appoint a co-ordinator who will
train and supervise our current volunteers. We
also propose concentrating on a new project in
the Loughborough area which will be called
‘Charnwood Roots’. Presented properly, it is
hoped that the Heritage Lottery Fund will look
favourably on this project and provide financial
support.

Further to the report on Newsletter 80 (Autumn
2009) the Leicestershire Victoria County History
Trust is progressing with this very worthwhile
project.
A Civic Reception was hosted by the Chairman
of Leicestershire County Council on 8 March
2010 at County Hall, and many organisations
and volunteers were present. Professor John
Beckett, Director of the VCH Project and Nick
Hill, Director, English Heritage, both spoke
eloquently.
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There may be members of the LAHS who
would like to become volunteers, either in the
Charnwood area or in other parts
of Leicestershire. If so, they are invited
to contact the Trust.

RIII Foundation visits
Leicestershire
Joe-Anne Ricca
(President, Richard III Foundation, Las Vegas)
Richard Knox, Keeper of Donington and
Bosworth will speak on Bosworth 1485: A
Battle Lost and Found. He will cover the
history of the study of the battle with four main
location theories including descriptions of what
is believed to have happened at the battle, how
they searched for the site of the battle, what was
found, and how it will allow us to create a new
picture of the progress of the battle, as well as its
true location and finally what has been done and
what plans are in to store to reinterpret the battle
itself.

On 9 October 2010, The Richard III
Foundation, based in Las Vegas, will host its
annual conference in Leicestershire at the
Dixie Grammar School in Market Bosworth.
The conference will open on the afternoon of
Friday 8 October with a tour of the new
exhibition at the Bosworth Battlefield Centre
including a longbow demonstration. On the
following day, the location for a series of talks and
events will be the Dixie Grammar School in
Market Bosworth.

Michael Miller will speak on the Medieval
Soldier, where he came from, how mobilized,
how armed, how much paid, who his officers
were, the extraordinary collection of arms and
armour which was in the hands of the general
population, the extraordinary distances he
marched each day, the poor nature of his
footware, the disciplines and scouting and
intelligence gathering during the march, the
frequent and very skilful manoeuvres during the
approach march to find the enemy, the normal
formation adopted for battle, how everyone
fought on foot and why, why manoeuvring once
battle had been joined was rare, and some notes
about siege warfare although there were very
few sieges during the Wars of the Roses

Speakers at the Conference, which is titled "The
Wars of the Roses: Triumphs and Defeats"
include the following:
Professor Ralph Griffiths - Richard, Duke of
York: The Man Who Would Be King. Professor
Griffiths talk will focus on the role and action of
Richard, Duke of York and how his actions
shaped and changed the Wars of the Roses.

Helen Castor will speak on Margaret
of Anjou; the ‘she wolf of England’ and will
speak onthe
strength
of this
particular
medieval woman.
Special honorary guest will be the actor and
honorary patron of the Foundation, Robert
Hardy. He will be discussant at the conclusion
of the event, but not before the Foundation
takes time to honour its patron as he celebrates
his 85th birthday. A special celebration will be
held along with some guest surprises as the
Foundation honours their patron and the actor
of all seasons.

Mick the Fletcher - The Role of the Fletcher Mick Manns will portray the role of a fletcher
incorporating how a fletcher prepares for this
trade.
Historian John Sadler will speak on Towton - his
talk entitled England's Bloodiest Day’ will be a
unique
experience
combining
his
comprehensive research on the battle of Towton
along with four re-enactors from the Time
Bandits acting out what he is saying. This will be

Tickets can be reserved by contacting Dorothy Davies at
Half Moon House, 32 Church Lane, Ryde, IOW, or by
email to Richard3Foundation@yahoo.com
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William Burton
1575-1645
Squire Gerald de Lisle
This important portrait of the
Leicestershire
antiquary
was
presented to the Society
of Antiquaries in 1837
It is unique in being the only
surviving contemporary panel portrait
of
a
pioneer
of
English
antiquarianism.
It shows Burton at the age of 29 years
and is the earliest surviving likeness of
him.
This portrait, oil on panel, is in urgent
need of conservation.
The total cost of conservation is
about £9500. £5000 has been
secured from the Association
of Independent Museums. The
Society of Antiquaries is now
seeking the remaining £4450.
The Society of Antiquaries has launched an appeal for financial support for this project. Readers hardly
need to be reminded that Burton famously published ‘The Description of Leicester’ in 1622, reprinted
in 1777. This portrait is attributed to Sir William Seager (fl 1580-1633) and was painted in 1604.
The Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society will contribute towards the overall cost, but
personal donations would also be welcomed.
The painting is currently too fragile to be hung. It is extremely thin, and its condition is a cause of great
concern. Very careful and professional conservation is necessary to ensure that this important and unique
image is saved for the future.
Members considering a donation are invited to contact Heather Rowland, Head of Library and
Collections at the Society of Antiquaries, for further information. Her telephone number is 0207 479
7096. Heather can also be emailed at hrowland@sal.org.uk.
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