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Introduction

I.
The foundation of which some account is given in these pages 

is a singularly interesting example of a type of collegiate estab 
lishment which assumed its characteristic shape in England 
during the first half of the fourteenth century. The present writer 
has distinguished at length elsewhere between the older type of 
college of secular canons, most completely exemplified in the 
chapters of such cathedral churches as York, Lincoln, Salisbury 
and Wells, and the later colleges of chantry priests. 1 Here it need 
only be said of the older colleges that they represented an indepen 
dent development of the system by which a body of clergy, leading 
the canonical life, i.e., a life in accordance with the canons pre 
scribed by the Church for its ministers, were grouped together in 
the service of a single church. The attempt to enforce a quasi- 
monastic life upon such bodies, on the lines laid down in the Rule 
composed by St. Chrodegang, bishop of Metz 742-766, for his 
cathedral chapter, was never completely successful, although the 
ideal of the common life and the common fund in which all the 
members had a share was constantly before the eyes of ecclesi 
astical reformers from the eighth to the eleventh century. While, 
on the one hand, that ideal was fulfilled in the monastic colleges 
of canons regular which in the course of the eleventh century 
adopted the Rule of St. Augustine and which were founded in 
large numbers in England during the twelfth, it was lost sight 
of, on the other, in colleges of secular canons. In these the 
individual members were endowed out of the possessions of the 
church with prebends, consisting in manors, churches or annual 
payments of varying value, each attached to a special stall, 
institution and induction to which put their owners in full con 
trol of their property. Although some of the canons in each 
church held dignities or offices in addition, such as those of dean,

iSee Notes on Colleges of Secular Canons in England (Arch. Journ. Ixxiv, 
139-199); The Statutes of the College of Fotheringhay (ibid. Ixxv, 
241-809); The Early History of the College of Irthlingborough (Assoc. 
Archit. Soc. Reports, xxxv, 267-292.)
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precentor, chancellor and treasurer, whose special duties were 
held to involve the cure of souls and to demand continual resi 
dence in the church, canonries and the prebends annexed to them 
were in themselves sinecures whose value made them desirable 
prizes for clerks in the service of the Crown or of independent 
noblemen. As a result of this, cathedral and collegiate chapters 
were as a rule composed of two separate groups, a minority 
which chose to undergo the stringent and expensive conditions 
which qualified a canon for residence, and a non-resident majority 
whose connexion with the churches from which they derived 
their title to prebendal incomes was little more than nominal. 
The minority, forming in fact the executive chapter which con 
trolled the business of the church, were entitled exclusively to 
the annual dividends arising from the common property reserved 
for its use; and this privilege, closed to non-residents, gave them 
an interest in tightening the rules for residence and limiting 
their own numbers to a few. Thus the practice of non-residence 
led to the custom by which each canon, whether resident or non 
resident, was bound to appoint a deputy or vicar with a small 
fixed salary who took his place at service in choir; and in pro 
cess of time the vicars choral formed bodies of considerable local 
importance which received a collegiate incorporation of their 
own and were endowed with property administered by them 
selves in common.

This system, with its growing disadvantages, became stereo 
typed during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in England, 
and the contrast between the loose composition of these large 
and wealthy, if comparatively few, bodies, and the strict con 
stitution of monastic corporations, bound to the suppression of 
the individual in the life of the community, promoted a diver 
gence of interests between seculars and regulars which produced 
standing hostility. From time to time there were individual 
attempts to found small communities of secular priests who were 
bound to personal service at the altars of their churches, living 
in one house and receiving annual stipends, contingent upon 
residence, from a common fund administered by the head of the 
community. The chapel of Harwell in Hampshire, founded by 
Henry of Blois, bishop of Winchester, 1129-1171, for four priests, 
is an early example of this type. 2 So long, however, as the 
monasticon vi (3), 1343, 1344; V.C.H. Hants, ii, 211-212.
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monastery remained the characteristic form of foundation to which 
a benefactor's thoughts turned as the best means of ensuring 
perpetual intercession for his own soul and those of his friends 
and relations, little attention was paid to the establishment of 
secular colleges. Even those founded or reconstituted in the 
later part of the thirteenth century, when the foundation of 
monasteries, apart from houses of friars, had almost ceased, 
were on the old lines. Anthony Bek's colleges of Auckland, Chester- 
le-Street and I/anchester, in the diocese of Durham, 3 and his 
brother Thomas' colleges of Llangadock (afterwards Abergwili)4 
and Llanddewi Brefi, 5 in the diocese of St. Davids, Brones- 
combe's college of Glasney in Cornwall, 6 were intended, like 
archbishop Roger's collegiate chapel of St. Mary and the Holy 
Angels at York a century before,7 to provide benefices for clerks 
in an episcopal household rather than to form centres of constant 
prayer and sacramental worship offered by a permanently resi 
dent community. At the same time, this second intention was 
not wholly absent, and it was certainly prominent in the foun 
dation by John of Pontoise, bishop of Winchester, in 1301, of 
the chapel of St. Elizabeth of Hungary for a provost and six 
chaplains at the gate of his castle of Wolvesey.8

The decline of enthusiasm for the foundation of monasteries 
certainly gave an impetus to the foundation of chantries in parish 
churches, by which founders obtained the same benefits to their 
souls at a smaller outlay. The statute of Mortmain in 1279, 
forbidding alienations of property to religious corporations, had 
its practical effect in regularising such alienations, which hence 
forth required licence from the Crown and from all interested 
parties to whom damage might ensue. The expense of found 
ing religious houses on these terms was thus greatly increased: 
the few that were founded subsequently, like the Charterhouses 
of the fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries, were the work of 
persons of high importance and great wealth. On the other 
hand, the more modest chantry foundation, though subject to

SMonasticon vi (3), 1333-1339.
t/bid. 1332, 1333.
s/btd. 1475, 1476.
6/bid. 1344.
?See Historians Ch. of York (Rolls Ser.) Hi, 75-77.
SMonasticon vi (3), 1339-1341; V.C.H. Hants, ii, 212-214. The ordination

of the chapel is printed in Winton Reg. Pontissara (Cant, and York
Soc.), pp. 128-133.
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the same condilions, was within the reach of the ordinary well- 
to-do person who wished to do something more than leave a 
bequest to cover masses for his soul. The thriving merchant 
who desired to leave behind him some record that would per 
petuate his name,, the clerk who had amassed a tolerable fortune 
in the service of the state or of some noble patron, the town 
guilds whose revenues were in part devoted to pious and 
charitable objects, found an appropriate method of showing 
their gratitude for their prosperity in the permanent endowment 
of a succession of chaplains to say mass daily on their behalf at 
one of the altars of a parish church or in one of the greater 
secular or monastic churches. As a rule a single chaplain for 
each chantry was sufficient, but often two, three or more were 
contemplated, who thus formed a small corporation of secular 
clergy subject to ordinances provided by the founder and con 
firmed by the diocesan bishop. The chantries thus created were 
permanent freehold benefices in the patronage of the founder or 
his assigns, to which the chaplains were presented, instituted 
and inducted in the ordinary way; and, though many proved 
still-born owing to various circumstances, a large number sur 
vived in every diocese until the suppression of colleges and 
chantries in the reign of Edward VI.

A few founders, however, were more ambitious. Early in 
the fourteenth century we find, as at Stoke-under-Hamdon in 
Somerset9 and Elmley Castle in Worcestershire, 10 the chaplains 
of a feudal lord incorporated as a college beneath the shadow or 
within the precincts of his castle or manor-house. In the first 
half of the fourteenth century the number of collegiate chantries, 
or, as we may call them, colleges of chantry chaplains, was 
notably increased. We may put on one side the colleges which 
from 1274 onwards were multiplied at Oxford and Cambridge, 
remembering only that these, though specially designed for the 
benefit of teachers and students in the universities, were also 
subject to the ordinary conditions of daily services and of masses 
to be celebrated by the chaplain-fellows, and were established 
with strictly pious intentions. In some of these, however, as in 
other instances, the services of the college were held in a parish 
church, which was appropriated to the community and placed

9See Cal. Pat. Rolls 1301-1307, p. 161. 10See ibid. 1307-1313, p. 136.



134 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

under the control of the head or his deputies. In all, the funda 
mental principles of the common life and of stipends derived 
from a common fund, which had been overlaid by the system of 
individual prebends in the old secular colleges, prevailed.

Colleges of chantry chaplains in fact represented a revival 
of the earlier ideal of a resident body of priests engaged in 
corporate duties of intercessory prayer and good works. In an 
age when monastic discipline was considerably relaxed, the 
constitutional differences between such establishments and 
houses of canons regular were slight. If the rules by which 
chantry priests were bound were not monastic in origin, and if 
they gave the secular chaplain more liberty of movement than 
the canon enjoyed in theory, their objects were practically identical 
with those of the Rule under which the regular canon lived, the 
maintenance of services in a particular church for definite objects 
by a corporation appointed for that purpose, and the systematic 
regulation of the daily life and work of its members. Super 
ficially there were obvious differences. The dwelling-house of 
the chaplains was usually detached from the church which they 
served, and was modelled, as in the university colleges, upon the 
plan of a dwelling-house of the day, with the common hall as its 
chief feature, in distinction to the claustral plan of a monastery 
of canons. The habit of the secular chaplain, varying according 
to the prescriptions of the founder, bore a general resemblance 
to that of the regular, but bore distinctive marks which were 
easily recognised. How easily a secular college could be con 
verted into a house of canons regular is well illustrated by the 
case of the chapel of Kirby Bellars.

It was probably in order to distinguish such colleges com 
pletely, not only from the older colleges of secular canons,, but 
from regular monasteries, that their members as a rule did not 
assume the title of canon. There were exceptions : for example, 
in the college of Irthlingborough in Northamptonshire, founded 
after long delay in 1392-3, which consisted of a dean and five 
canons. 11 The members of the neighbouring college of Higham 
Ferrers, founded by archbishop Chichele in 1425, 12 were some-

"The somewhat complicated history of the foundation is told in Assoc. 
Archil. Soc. Reports, xxxv, 267-292. 
Cat. Pat. Rolls 1422-1429, pp. 472-474.
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times called the cfean and canons; but these titles alternated with 
those of master or warden and fellows, an usage which shows the 
close identity of design between such a college and those of 
Oxford and Cambridge. In the title of the head the terms 
master, warden, provost and rector were all used; the chaplains 
were habitually socii or fellows, or simply capellani. While the 
head of the college was often a person of some standing with an 
academic degree, the ordinary chaplain was naturally chosen 
from the large body of inferior clergy, who depended for their 
livings upon obtaining vicarages of parish churches or doing 
casual duty that bound them to residence in one place and 
debarred them from the advantages of pluralism. In this respect 
they differed from tne fellows of university colleges, whose 
studies opened the road to promotion in the Church. Still more 
did they differ from the canons of cathedral and the older col 
legiate churches, the sublimes and litterati, the privileged class 
of professional clerks whose highest rewards were bishoprics, 
deaneries and archdeaconries. Their status was closely akin to 
that of the vicars choral in these great foundations.

In the appointment of members of a college there was an 
alternative of two methods. In the first, each chaplaincy or 
fellowship was treated as an individual benefice, the holder of 
which was presented by a patron and instituted to it. The 
second and more common was to vest the direction of the college 
and the control of its funds in the person of the head, who was 
duly presented and instituted, with power to choose and admit 
the fellows. In the first instance, no doubt, these were selected 
by the founder; but their benefices were not freeholds, and they 
were subject to removal at the discretion of the head. Subse 
quently, on a vacancy, new fellows were ordinarily elected by 
the whole body and admitted by the master or warden, and, 
while the wardenship itself in some cases remained entirely in 
the gift of the patron, in others the warden was elected with his 
consent from among the fellows and presented by him for 
institution. The first method was naturally the earlier, as the 
obvious model to be followed was a secular one, and the chap 
laincies might be considered as on the same footing as separate 
prebends in the older churches. But the second method was 
undoubtedly the more convenient, as binding the college together 
more closely and obviating temptations to non-residence: it
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gave the members a common interest in the composition of the 
body and prevented patrons from filling up vacancies with 
$roteg&s whom they desired to befriend for purely personal 
objects.

During the first half of the fourteenth century and even 
later traces of the older collegiate system are discernible in some 
of the new secular foundations. Not only were the several 
chaplaincies regarded, as for example at St. Elizabeth's, Win 
chester, and at Kirby Bellars, as presentative or collative bene 
fices. Towards the middle of the century, Edward Ill's two 
great foundations of St. Stephen's at Westminster and St. 
George's at Windsor, with prebends consisting in equal money 
payments out of the general fund, hovered on the line between 
the two systems. Founded as colleges of chaplains attached to 
royal chapels, in practice there was little to distinguish them 
from the older foundations : St. Stephen's in particular, like 
St. Martin's-le-Grand, was a source of perquisites to the chief 
clerks in government offices, and vicars choral, here and at 
Windsor, supplied the place of absentee canons who were too 
busy to take much part in the services and very frequently were 
pluralists. Both these were founded in 1348 for a dean and 
twelve canons, and their example was followed in 1355 by the 
conversion of the hospital of the Annunciation in the Newarke 
at Leicester into a similar college, to which the hospital, doubled 
in scale, was attached. In this splendid college the first duke 
of Lancaster sought to rival and surpass the foundations of his 
royal cousin. Its deanery and prebends were filled by clerks 
devoted to the interests of his house, and here, though these as a 
general rule resided in their dwellings within the precincts, 
prebends were no bar to pluralism, and at times canons of the 
Newarke augmented their incomes by accepting parochial 
livings in Leicestershire or the adjoining counties. 13

In such colleges, in fact, prebends and presentative chap 
laincies, even with strict conditions of residence attached, were 
from the legal point of view sinecures compatible with other 
benefices. A chantry priest provided with a benefice in one 
of them was debarred by obligations of residence from holding

13See the present writer's History of the Hospital and the New College . . . 
Leicester (Assoc. Archit. Soc. Reports xxxii, 245-292, 515-568; 
xxxiii, 178-215, 412-472.)
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one simultaneously in another; but there was no reason why 
the rector of a parish church, who could depute his cure of souls 
to a hired chaplain, the medieval " parish priest" or curate, 
should not accept a benefice in a college, or, conversely, why the 
member of a college should not hold a rectory in which such 
conditions were possible. Chaucer praised his parson because 
he did not neglect his flock to serve some lucrative chantry in 
L,ondon, and there is no doubt that many parish churches 
suffered by the contrary practice. Where, on the other hand, 
the ties of communal life were more strictly drawn and the col 
lege regarded as a single benefice vested in one person to whom 
the other members were entirely subordinate, its personnel 
might be more insignificant, but the risk of the admission of 
pluralists into the community was reduced. It was the duty of 
the master or warden to see that his chaplains were content with 
their wages and confined their interests to the college.

It may be noted that the colleges mentioned in the last two 
paragraphs were founded in chapels to which no parochial cure 
was attached. Kirby Bellars is no exception to the rule, though 
here the duties of the chaplains were extended to certain services 
in the neighbouring parish church. In the manorial chapel of 
Noseley, however, founded by Roger de Martival, bishop of 
Salisbury, in 1306, the warden ruled the small establishment of 
three priests. 14 At Noseley there was no bond between the 
chapel and the parish church, the rectory of which was in separate 
patronage; but the parish church, bereft of its parishioners who, 
as tenants of the manor, frequented the new chapel, soon fell 
into disuse. A better plan in rural places, where the parish 
church might thus be injured by the existence of a collegiate 
chapel in its neighbourhood, was for the founder to acquire the 
advowson of a parish church and establish his college within it. 
There were instances of colleges which came into being in parish 
churches without the preliminary acquisition of the right of 
patronage. The college of seven chaplains which Gilbert Middle- 
ton, archdeacon of Northampton, founded in Wappenham church 
in 1327, was independent of the rectory and its cure of souls. 15

"See the history and description of the chapel in Trans. Leic. Archaeol.
Soc. xii, 288-271, and xiii, 73-79. 

i 5The foundation deed is in Lincoln Reg. iv, ff. 198-201. See Cal. Pat.
Rolls 1327-1330, pp. 107, 108.
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But in 1343-4, when John Giffard, canon of York, founded a 
college of a provost and twelve chaplains in the church of 
Cotterstock, near Oundle, he bought the advowson and procured 
the appropriation of the rectory to the college. The church 
became collegiate and responsibility for the cure of souls was 
vested in the provost, without the creation of separate freeholds 
for the chaplains. 16

An opposite instance is that of the parish church of Kirk- 
leatham in north Yorkshire, the patronage of which belonged to 
Thomas, the last lord Thweng of Kilton, who was also its rector. 
In 1348, he founded in it a college of twelve chaplains, with 
himself as rector at its head. He kept the patronage, however, 
in his own hands, and presented the chaplains to twelve newly 
created freeholds. 17 This college was of no long duration, and 
after the pestilence of 1349, which Thweng himself survived, 
nothing more was heard of it. Later in the century, the college 
of All Saints at Irthlingborough was founded in the form of six 
presentative benefices, the patronage of which was given to the 
abbot and convent of Peterborough, the previous owners of the 
advowson of the rectory: the second parish church in the place, 
St. Peter's, was suppressed and its revenues added to those of 
All Saints. 18 But, although other exceptional instances might 
be cited, the erection of colleges in parish churches habitually 
followed the simple course pursued at Cotterstock. In such 
fifteenth-century colleges as those of Fotheringhay,19 Man 
chester,20 Middleham,21 Tattershall, 22 Tong,23 and Wye,24 to 
mention only a few examples, the rectory was given to the col 
lege, and the head of the college had full control of the chaplain 
fellows.

"Documents in Line. Reg. iv, ff. 227d-232d; vi, ff. 53d-55, 60-63, 63d-64d,
73d-77d. See also Cal. Pat Rolls 1330-1334, p. 507; 1334-1338, p. 515;
1338-1340, pp. 61-2, 82, 122, 160-1, 463-4, 472, 478-9, 539; 1340-1343,
p. 374; 1343-1345, p. 323; 1345-1348, p. 419. 

"The institutions are in York Reg. Zouche, ff. 161d, 162 and d, 163 and d.
No ordinances appear to remain. 

isSee note I, p. 130 above, 
"/bid.
aoMonasficon vi (3), 1423-4.
2iSee Atthill, Collegiate Ch. of Middleham (Camden Soc.), 1847. 
MMonasticon vi (3), 1432-3. 
Mibid. 1401-1411. 
24/bid. 1430-1432, and see Historians Ch. York. (Rolls Ser.) iii, 327-331.
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Without pursuing the subject through all- its variations, we 
may finally cite the case of a college whose early history some 
what resembles that of Kirkby Bellars. In 1326 Thomas Sib- 
thorpe, a clerk in the king's service who was rector of Becking- 
ham in I/incolnshire, a few miles to the east of Newark-on-Trent, 
caused an aisle or chapel to be built at his own expense on the 
north side of the church of Sibthorpe, his native place in Not 
tinghamshire, and endowed a chantry at the altar of St. Mary, 
St. John Baptist and St. Thomas the Martyr in this new chapel. 
The chantry was to be served by a warden and a second chaplain, 
the first to be presented by the founder in his lifetime, and after 
his death by the chapter of Southwell or, failing them, the prior 
and convent of Thurgarton, the second to be nominated to the 
archbishop of York by the rector of Sibthorpe. In 1335, how 
ever, he made a new foundation, in which to the two former 
chaplains he added a third, to celebrate in the chapel of St. Anne 
which he had erected on the south side of the church, and also 
provided endowments for a clerk. Within a few years the liberal 
endowments of this triple chantry had begun to produce an 
income which permitted an increase in the number of chaplains; 
and in 1342 the founder purchased the advowson of the church 
by an exchange of property with the patrons, the knights 
hospitallers, and obtained its appropriation to a college of seven 
chaplains, vesting the revenues and cure of souls in a warden. 
He rebuilt at his own expense the chancel of the church which 
was thus converted into a collegiate church. How far the 
secular community thus established fulfilled its purposes, accor 
ding to the elaborate and highly interesting series of statutes 
which were drawn up for its use, is not very certain. By the 
end of the middle ages at any rate the wardenship had become 
a profitable sinecure, and there is no evidence that the 
prescribed number of chaplains was maintained. But, as an 
example of the development of a small collegiate foundation 
from an endowed chantry attached to a parish church, the case 
of Sibthorpe is remarkably instructive, and the wealth of docu 
ments relating to it which are preserved in the registers of arch 
bishops Melton and Zouche and on the patent rolls enable us to 
trace its growth with full exactitude. The church which Sibthorpe 
rebuilt in this small and remote Nottinghamshire village has
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been shorn of its aisles, but the beautiful chancel still remains 
as a standing witness to the liberality of the founder. 25

II.

the college of Sibthorpe, that of Kirby Bellars came into 
being at first as a chantry of two priests, and was shortly after 
wards augmented on a much larger scale. It was founded, 
however, not in a chapel attached to a parish church, but in the 
chapel of a neighbouring manor house, and, although the existing 
parish church was appropriated to the college and became to 
some extent an annexe to it, the college was not transferred to it, 
nor was the parish church the church of the priory to which the 
college gave place. Further, while in the final foundation of 
Sibthorpe, the wardenship was the only perpetual benefice and 
the appointment and tenure of the six other chaplains was left 
to the warden's discretion, the wardenship and the twelve chap 
laincies at Kirby Bellars were separate freeholds, and their 
patronage was divided among a number of persons sole and 
corporate.

It is not unlikely that, in the foundation of his chapel, Roger 
Beler was influenced by the example of Roger de Martival at 
Noseley; and it is worth notice that the collegiate chantries of the 
first half of the fourteenth century of which the fullest details 
have come down to us were for the most part founded by clergy 
men and public servants who must have been well known to one 
another. It is thus possible that Roger Beler's chapel, founded 
in 1319, may have stimulated the initial step taken at Sibthorpe 
in 1326, the year of Beler's death, and the progress of the foun 
dation of Sibthorpe is contemporary with the establishment of 
the two Northamptonshire colleges at Cotterstock and Wap- 
penham. This indicates a certain degree of pious emulation 
among the clerks in the service of the second and third Edwards, 
and between the statutes drawn up for all these colleges there is

25The various Sibthorpe documents are in York Reg. Melton, ff. 356- 
358d, 387d-389, Reg. Zouche, ff. 92-103d. See also Cal. Pat. Rolls 
1324-1327, pp. 38, 182, 196; 1327-1330, pp. 246, 339; 1334-1338, pp. 113, 
335, 340, 390-1 ; 1338-1340, pp. 24-5, 206-7, 299, 301, 522, 543; 1340-1343, 
pp. 81, 131-186, 399-408; 1343-1345, pp. 27, 62-63, 383-4, 473, 518; 
1345-1348, pp. 17, 78, 157-8, 324-328, 332; 1348-1350, pp. 26, 53-55, 180, 
228-9, 230-234, 341, 357, 380-382; 1350-1354, p. 77.
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a general correspondence which may be due to something more 
than the mechanical influence of common form. They are in 
fact early instances of the common forms used in later bodies of 
statutes, and it may be argued with some show of probability 
that Beler's ordinances, the earliest of the series, take a com 
manding place in the history of the development of collegiate 
chantries towards a fixed pattern.

Of the founder, Roger Beler, knight and justice, little need 
be said. The story of his murder in 132626 is well known as one 
of the tragedies of a period of social and political disorder, and 
this event was probably not without influence upon the subse 
quent history of the chapel. In 1316 he endowed a chantry in 
his manorial chapel of St. Peter at Kirby Bellars, to be held by a 
warden, who was bound to find a fellow chaplain to live in his 
company. The duties of the second chaplain, however, lay 
chiefly in the parish church of Kirby, where the south aisle, 
containing the altar of St. Mary and St. John Baptist, had been 
reconstructed at Beler's expense. At this altar he celebrated 
mass daily, while three times a year, on I/ady day, Midsummer 
day, and the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, the warden sang mass 
solemnly there. On this occasion, however, the appropriation 
of the parish church to the chantry was not contemplated, and the 
secondary chantry in the parish church was strictly regulated in 
accordance with possessory interests with which it might other 
wise come into conflict.

The endowments and ordinances given and made in 1316 for 
the most part explain themselves and are set forth at length in 
the sequel. 27 The relation, however, between the chapel and the 
parish church, needs some comment. Apart from his addition to 
the fabric of the parish church, Roger Beler was merely the lord 
of a manor in the parish. 28 The advowson, which in the earlier 
part of the thirteenth century was held in two moieties by the 
families of Wasteneys and Dayvill, who presented jointly to the 
rectory, had been granted by Sir William Wasteneys in or before 
1279, so far as his right was concerned, to the celebrated John of 
Kirkby, formerly rector of the church and afterwards treasurer

26See Trows. Leic. Archaeol. Soc. xi, 460, 461. 
27See No. I below.
28See documents quoted in Farnham, Leic. Medieval Village Notes in, 

105, etc.
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of the exchequer and bishop of Ely. About the time of his 
resignation in 1279 John of Kirkby acquired the other moiety of 
the advowson from Almaric of St. Amand, and subsequently the 
advowson formed part of the large inheritance to which his 
brother William of Kirkby succeeded, and which was eventually 
divided between their four sisters and co-heirs. 29 On the death 
of William in 1302, the advowson came to one of these, Maud, 
widow of Gilbert of Hoby, and so to her son John, who in 1316 
established his right to it against the claims of John of Segrave 
on the one hand and Roger Beler on the other. It is not very 
clear on what grounds Roger could have claimed any part in the 
advowson; but the suit may have been arranged as a legal device 
by which he surrendered any colour of claim which might arise 
from his foundation of a chantry service in the church.

As it was, the altar in the parish church was served from the 
manorial chapel without a separate endowment, and its chaplain 
was first and foremost the socius of the warden of the chapel, 
appointed by him and living with him. His appointment was 
made with the consent of the patron and the rector, and the 
directions for his mass in the parish church specially provided that 
it should be timed so as not to interfere with the offertory at the 
daily parochial mass. But normally the secondary chaplain said 
the day-hours with the warden in the chapel, and, as the direction 
to this effect includes the recitation of the seven penitential psalms 
with the litany of the saints and commendatio animarum before 
mass, he was apparently expected to be present at the warden's 
daily mass.

The hour of mass in the chapel was elastic and could be 
altered to suit the convenience of neighbours and passers-by, for 
whose benefit the warden was directed to ring the bell when he 
proposed to celebrate. Although from the beginning the chapel 
was known as St. Peter's, his name in the dedication was accom 
panied by those of the blessed Virgin, St. John Baptist, St. 
Michael and St. John the Evangelist, and special prominence in 
the masses of the week was given to the offices of St. Peter and 
the two St. Johns, without any specification of the days on which 
they were to be used,, while mass of the blessed Virgin was to be 
sung on Saturdays. There were directions for three other sung

Trews. Lelc. Archaeol. Soc. xiii, 204, etc.
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masses in the course of the year, on St. Peter's day, St. John 
Port Latin, and Michaelmas day : otherwise masses might be 
said or sung at the warden's discretion.

On three days in the year, however, Lady day, Midsummer 
day, and the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, the warden resorted 
to the parish church, where he sang mass at the chantry altar. 
Lady day was to be kept as the obit-day of the founder and his 
wife, on which money or bread to the same value was distributed 
to the poor. No further directions for the obit are given, but 
presumably the office of the dead was said in St. Peter's chapel, 
and, as the warden sang the festal mass on that day in the parish 
church, it may be inferred that the mass of Requiem was said or 
sung by the assistant chaplain. Further, on Sundays and on all 
greater double festivals, i.e., the more important saints' days, 
the warden and his fellow were expected to be present at matins 
and the other morning hours in the parish church, and to stay 
there until the offertory at high mass, provided that the warden 
could get back to the chapel in time to say his mass before noon. 
Thus the rights of the parish church were carefully Safeguarded 
from any possible usurpation on the part of the chantry; and,, 
while no liberty of intrusion upon the conduct or services of the 
chapel was given to the rector, the warden and chaplain were 
subordinate to him within the parish church.

It is not possible to say whether in 1316 Roger Beler was 
contemplating an extension of his foundation. In 1317, how 
ever, he acquired the manor of Buckminster for 600 marks, 30 and 
proceeded in the following year to convey it to the warden of the 
chapel. With this and other additional endowments he converted 
his previous chantry of two priests in 1319 into a college of a 
warden and twelve chaplains. A small portion of the foundation 
deed is printed in Monasticon from the letters patent by which it 
is confirmed;31 but the entire document is contained at length, 
included in the episcopal confirmation, in the register of bishop 
Dalderby. On this occasion Roger Beler's grant, after a rehearsal 
of the earlier endowments, went on to convey, with five 
messuages in Kirkby and the manor of Buckminster, the advow- 
son of the parish church of Kirkby to the newly founded body.

, op. cit. Hi, 113. 
siTranslated in full in No. II below.
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This he appears to have acquired from John of Hoby, together 
with John's capital messuage, known as Broomhill, on the north 
side of the church, and a messuage known as Wasteneyescroft 
on the south, shortly before the grant. John of Hoby quit 
claimed them to the warden and chaplains in 1321, and the 
church was appropriated to the collegiate chapel when Dalderby 
gave his confirmation to the deed and admitted the chaplains to 
their chantries on 2 Sept., 1319.

Thus the parish church was subordinated to the collegiate 
chapel,and the somewhat complicated arrangements under which 
its rights had been previously safeguarded became obsolete. 
Roger Beler, however, apparently in order to ensure the per 
manence of the complete body of warden and chaplains, resorted 
to an elaborate disposal of the patronage of the thirteen benefices 
created by his deed. Instead of reserving the patronage of all to 
himself and his heirs, he divided it among several patrons. The 
wardenship, hitherto in his own gift, he assigned to that of the 
dean and chapter of Lincoln, who were limited in their choice, 
however, to one of the chaplains. Five of the twelve chaplain 
cies, in addition, were placed at the presentation of the dean and 
chapter. Three were reserved to the founder and his heirs, and 
one to the collation of the bishop. The remaining three were 
assigned, one to the prior of the Hospitallers in England, one to 
the abbot and convent of Croxton, and the last to the master of 
Burton Lazars. In case of lapses in presentation or collation, 
the dean and chapter of Lincoln could step in with a presentee. 
The prominence given to the dean and chapter in these arrange 
ments, and the special clauses which define the chapter for this 
purpose as the small body of residentiary canons, were no doubt due 
in the first place to the desire to secure continuity by vesting the 
right of patronage, both in the first instance and as a last resource, 
in the members of an important corporation of whose per 
manence there could be no doubt.

In the choir of the chapel the warden occupied the first stall 
on the south side, the place allotted in secular churches to the 
dean. The five remaining stalls on this side were assigned to 
the presentees of the dean and chapter. The seven stalls on the 
north were assigned to those presented by other patrons, in the 
order given above, the first being reserved to the founder's 
presentees. No permanent offices, apart from the wardenship,
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were given to any'of the chaplains. That of sub-warden, which 
was provided to give the college a head in the case of the warden's 
absence, or of a vacancy, was elective and subject to annual 
change. Although the chaplains were bound by oath to continual 
residence, this was allowed to cover absence in the service of the 
founder; and, if this caused a reduction of numbers on either side 
of the choir at the offices, the sides might be balanced by a tem 
porary removal of one or more of the chaplains from one side of 
the choir to the other. If the warden and sub*-warden happened 
both to be absent, their places were supplied by one of the chap 
lains, to be supported by one or the other.

Although each of the chaplaincies was a separate freehold, 
terminable only by death or resignation, there were no separate 
endowments. The revenues of the foundation were in the hands 
of the warden, who paid six marks yearly to the sub-warden and 
five and a half to each of the other chaplains. Careful regu 
lations were made for their life in common, with a common 
refectory or hall and a common dormitory. The chaplains, other 
than the warden and sub-warden, succeeded each other as 
stewards week by week in rotation, and were furnished by the 
warden with housekeeping money from the common fund, for 
which they rendered an account at the end of the week. This 
weekly allowance was fixed at twelve pence, but part of it could 
be supplied in cereals to an equivalent value, with a discount on 
the local market prices, and it might be supplied, if desirable, by 
the assignment to the chaplains of some portion of the general 
store. Any savings from this not excessive allowance were 
credited to the next week's account; but expenditure above it 
was met by the chaplains from their stipends. Over and above 
this, necessary fuel was supplied by the warden, who was also 
responsible for the furniture of the various offices and the upkeep 
of the buildings, alike of the chapel and of its property. The 
warden, moreover, was charged with the salary of one of the two 
serving-men who waited on the chaplains; and whereas, under 
the original ordinance of 1316, he was required to provide a clerk 
or clerks at his own expense, he was now bound to find clothing 
and other necessaries for two clerks, one of whom, however, 
received his victuals out of the common store. The serving-man 
paid by the warden also received victuals from this source, which 
supplied the second serving-man with both victuals and clothing.
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Under the new arrangements directions for services were 
necessarily more elaborate than before, when provision could be 
made for no more than a single daily mass in the chapel and sung 
masses were rare. On twenty-one of the chief festivals of the 
year, the warden was ordered to sing high mass, and a course 
was added to the victuals at the common table. The canonical 
hours were to 'be sung regularly by the whole body of chap 
lains, the daily office of our Lady and the office of the dead being 
said, the latter before vespers. There were three masses daily at 
the high altar, viz., the morrow mass of our Lady, which was 
sung and at which six chaplains were required to be present, a 
Requiem, attended by two chaplains, and the sung mass of the 
day attended by all. Three chaplains were told off weekly to 
celebrate these masses, and three more were similarly deputed 
for the daily mass of St. Peter, which could be said at any of the 
altars, for the masses on alternate days of St. Michael and St. 
John Baptist, and of St. John the Evangelist and St. Mary Mag 
dalene, at the altars on the north and south sides respectively. 
Thus six chaplains, among whom the warden was expected to 
take his turn, were accounted for : the remaining seven, with one 
exception, were to say Requiem masses daily in the chapel. The 
exception was the chaplain deputed to say mass in the Lady 
chapel of the parish church, and so to take the place of the 
secondary chaplain provided for in the earlier foundation. The 
warden, who previously was bound to celebrate in the parish 
church three times a year, was now given the option of appoint 
ing a substitute when so disposed, and so was left free to celebrate 
the founder's obit on Lady day. The directions for special 
suffrages for the founder and his wife, and for bishops Dalderby 
of Lincoln and Hotham of Ely, and the fines imposed for absence 
from mass and canonical hours, need no special comment.

There are one or two other points to be noted with regard 
to the services, which are scattered among the ordinances at 
intervals. Matins during the winter half of the year were sung 
at dawn, during the summer half, from Easter to Michaelmas, 
soon after sunrise. In addition to the masses mentioned above, 
a mass was to be said daily on behalf of the founder's heirs, when 
they were in residence, at an hour which, to allow of their being 
present, might be varied at their pleasure, provided that the 
celebration took place before the mid-day meal. To the names
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of those to be reiflembered in the daily masses and suffrages was 
added a long list of the founder's friends and benefactors, living 
and dead, including Edward II and Thomas of Lancaster, and, 
among other names, that of John Stratford, the future bishop of 
Winchester and archbishop of Canterbury.

Although, as already noted, there were no permanent 
dignities or offices in the chapel other than that of warden, and 
the office of sub-warden, which was primarily concerned with the 
business affairs of the college, was elective and temporary, a 
treasurer and sacrist were appointed annually by the warden to 
look after the treasure, furniture and services, and held office at 
his pleasure. The founder's gift of books, vestments and orna 
ments, included in the list of his gifts of stock and household 
equipments, provided for the proper furnishing of four altars and 
for the supply of choir-books; and presumably one of these altars 
was the I,ady altar in the parish church. As we have seen, there 
were twelve daily masses in the chapel, three of which were at 
the high altar, and one at each of the north and south altars. The 
remainder may well have been said, as convenience dictated, at 
these two, which were probably, though we have no indication of 
the plan of the building, against the west face of the choir screen 
or pulpitum, on either side of its doorway.

The administration of the temporal goods of the foundation 
was committed to the warden, who had no fixed salary. He had 
a lodging or office of his own for the transaction of business, and 
was allowed a moderate household for that purpose. The private 
goods which he brought with him were inventoried by indenture, 
and of these he could dispose by will; but of the goods of the 
chapel he was merely the trustee, and he was bound to demise 
them to his successor unimpaired or improved. His expenditure 
was submitted to the other chaplains in an account rendered once 
or twice a year, and their consent was necessary to any extra 
ordinary expense in the matter of entertainment. In all things 
the advantage of the chapel was to be considered: journeys under 
taken on its necessary business were paid for out of its goods, but 
the warden was bound to economy and to the maintenance,of a 
reserve from which the legal expenses of the establishment could 
be met.

In these respects and in matters arising out of them, as in
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the directions for the treatment of the infirm, the appointment 
of a coadjutor in the case of age or infirmity of the warden, the 
moral conduct of the chaplains and the punishment of delin 
quents, the keeping of the common seal, and the holding of 
chapters, in this case bi-weekly, for disciplinary and business 
affairs, Roger Beler's ordinances are closely akin to other ordin 
ances of a similar kind. The somewhat minute liturgical 
directions, involving the quotation of a string of prescribed 
collects with their appropriate versicles and responses, which 
occur in some kindred instances, are not given in the paragraphs 
which deal with the services. Beler was a layman, and his 
principal concern was the solvency and respectability of the 
establishment which he had founded for the good of his soul. He 
showed anxiety for its frequent visitation by the ordinary, 
beseeching the bishop and the dean and chapter to be zealous in 
this behalf. The prominent mention given to the dean and 
chapter of Lincoln in this connexion does not imply that they had 
any normal right of visitation other than they could exercise 
sede vacante; but their importance in the whole scheme may have 
been influenced by the fact that in 1319 bishop Dalderby, who 
was already assisted by a coadjutor, was nearing his end, and 
that at such a time the dean and chapter naturally seemed the 
most permanent element in diocesan affairs.

Attention has been called already to the resemblance between 
foundations of this type and priories of canons regular. The 
common dormitory, the common meals, at which one of the 
chaplains read aloud from Scripture or some pious book, the 
regular recitation of the offices, were features common to both; 
and even the salaries received by the chaplains had their counter 
part in the private allowances which, though strictly contrary to 
monastic rules, were permitted by custom in houses of canons. 
Although the chaplains were not restricted to a cloister which 
they could leave only with special licence, they could not go out 
side the chapel precincts unaccompanied, whether by one of their 
fellows or a man-servant. Their out-of-doors habit, of some dark 
colour, differed little from that of canons: its distinctive mark 
was the white key, emblematic of St. Peter, embroidered on the 
left shoulder of their black cloaks. The whole object of the 
foundation was the establishment of a resident community of 
priests, secular in name, but governed by a code which left an
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extremely narrow" distinction between its life and the claustral 
life of a monastery.

The founder's ordinances were confirmed and the twelve 
chaplains, duly presented by the various patrons concerned, were 
admitted by Dalderby at Stow Park near Lincoln on 2 September 
1319. On the Sth of the same month the bishop appropriated 
the parish church of Kirby to the warden and chaplains, to whom 
Roger Beler had transferred the advowsou. The appropriation 
was to take effect on the demise of the rector, the effect being 
that the separate rights of the parish church were extinguished 
and the cure of souls transferred to the warden of the chapel and 
his successors. 32

William Spygurnell, who had been appointed warden in 
1316, was continued in office under the new foundation. It is not 
certain when or how he retired, and there is no record of the retire 
ment of eight out of the twelve chaplains instituted in 1319. The 
lists Of chaplains show that two of these at any rate departed 
during the period between the foundation and Roger Beler's 
death in January 1325-6. From the beginning the chaplains 
showed some inclination to movement; and, out of eighty-nine 
appointments between 1319 and 1359, only nineteen were of 
persons who are recorded to have vacated their posts by death. 
On the other hand, there are eighteen instances in which the 
cause of vacancy is doubtful; but there are forty cases of resigna 
tions and exchanges. Of the remaining twelve, six, including 
the warden, survived the change which took place in 1359; but 
the others appear to have gone earlier and left their places 
Vacant. 33

There is no very clear evidence that the murder of Roger 
Beler brought confusion into the affairs of the chapel, though a 
number of the missing institutions seem to belong approximately 
to this period. One chaplain, Roger Wysman, was admitted 
within three months of his death with letters of presentation 
which had been signed by him; and this seems to show that there 
was a doubtful interval in which the future of the establishment 
remained in suspense. From that time, however, until 1349, the

32See No. Ill below.
33See full lists in No. IV below.
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wardens and chaplains kept pretty constantly to their posts. In 
one stall, the third on the right hand of the choir, there were 
frequent changes : two others, the fifth on the right and the fourth 
on the left, show a quick succession of changes at certain periods. 
In 1349 and 1350, however, there were no less than ten institutions 
to eight stalls, seven of which are due to vacancies by death, 
doubtless in the course of the great pestilence of 1349; and between 
1352 and 1355 a series of resignations brought new occupants to 
all the stalls but two. The third warden, Edward Colston, held 
office from 1338 to 1359, assisted in his later years by coadjutors; 
while Roger Wysman retained the last stall on the left hand for 
thirty-three years and succeeded to the wardenship on Colston's 
death.

In the meantime, the arrangements for the patronage of the 
stalls seem to have broken down. In his lifetime Roger Beler 
presented twice to one of those which he had placed in the gift of 
the dean and chapter of Lincoln, and, although the dean and 
chapter presented Colston to the wardenship in 1338, Wysman 
was presented in 1359 by the founder's widow and son. With 
these exceptions, the chapter of Lincoln continued to present to 
the stalls in their patronage; and, in two instances their right 
lapsed to the collation of the bishop. The bishop exercised his 
right of collation over the fourth stall on the left without a break, 
and Alice Beler and her son Roger similarly presented to three 
stalls. On the other hand, the prior of St. John, the abbot of 
Croxton and the master of Burton L/azars soon ceased to present 
chaplains. Roger Beler twice superseded the abbot, and after 
1326 his widow and son took the place of all three patrons, except 
on one occasion, when the bishop made a collation.

It is rather significant that, on 31 December 1359, when 
Wysman was admitted warden, no one succeeded to the stall 
which he had vacated. As we have noted, six other stalls were 
certainly vacant at this time, and it may be suspected that their 
occupants had deserted them. Of the chaplains who remained, 
Peter of Cottesmore, admitted in 1352, was the senior after Wys 
man. It is possible that Wysman's promotion to the wardenship 
was the cause that led to the dissolution of the establishment. 
It is more likely, however, that this was contemplated at the time
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of his admission, ̂ ind that he was admitted simply in order that 
the wardenship might be resigned into the hands of the patron by 
a nominal holder. At any rate, on 21 March 1359-60, bishop 
Gynewell issued the decree which gave the chapel to Roger of 
Cotes, a canon of the Augustinian abbey of Owston, and to a 
body of canons regular. 3* The reasons given are five: the fre 
quent mutations of chaplains, their sudden departures to other 
benefices, their long absences, their wilful abandonment of their 
posts, and the scarcity of suitable priests. This thoroughly bears 
out the inferences to be drawn from the lists of institutions. No 
compensation appears to have been given to the chaplains who 
were formally removed from their offices; but the whole property 
of the foundation, including inter alia the manors of Buckminster 
and Sewstern and the appropriated churches of Kirby and Staple- 
ford, was made over to Cotes and a fellow canon. The number 
of canons in the priory was to be at least equivalent to the former 
number of secular chaplains. In order, no doubt, to avoid the 
difficulties and expense attendant upon formal elections, the 
convent was expressly permitted to elect its priors without licence 
from the bishop or the patron, and the bishop bound himself to 
admit them if they were found suitable.

The history of the priory, which survived until the Dissolu 
tion, is scanty and of no great importance. From the record of 
the visitation held by bishop Alnwick in November 1440 three 
points may be noticed. The full number of thirteen canons was 
maintained, so that the transformation of the chapel into a priory 
seems to have been justified by its results. The convent by that 
time had acquired a chapter-house, so that new building on the 
ordinary monastic lines may have taken the place of the dwelling 
house ordained for the chaplains. On the other hand, monastic 
discipline does not seem to have weighed very heavily upon the 
inmates; and, if the life of a secular community such as has been 
described approximated closely to that of a house of canons 
regular, the likeness became indistinguishable when, as at Kirby, 
the canons returned the compliment by a reversion to customs 
and dress which were more in keeping with a secular foundation.35

3«See No. V below.
35See Visitations of Religious Houses dio. Lincoln (Lincoln Record and 

Cant, and York. Soc.) ii, 168.



152 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The object of this paper is to illustrate the history of the 
collegiate chapel, and the somewhat scanty annals of the priory 
are beyond its scope. It is enough to say that it never became 
a wealthy foundation, though its means were sufficient. Its 
annual income in 1535-6 was returned as £142 10s. 3jd. 36 The 
royal commissioner who visited the monastery in June 1536 
merely mentioned it without giving details;37 but after the 
surrender of the house it is stated to have consisted of eight 
canons, all of good conversation and living, and keeping good 
hospitality, while the servants included 16 yeomen, seventeen 
hinds or field labourers and a dairywoman, with two pensioners 
or corrodiers who may have been old servants. 38 The last prior, 
William Kirby, received a pension of £17 a year;39 but of the 
other canons, of whom two sought release from their vows, 
we have no details. The priory was granted for life to Thomas 
Thompson, king's serjeant, with reversion, granted in 1543, to 
Charles Blount, lord Mount joy, who shortly afterwards alienated 
the reversion to Robert Rich of London and his heirs. 40 Its 
other possessions passed into various hands, the property in 
Buckminster and Sewstern being granted in 1541 to Thomas, 
earl of Rutland.41

The documents which follow have been translated at length 
from the originals in the episcopal registers at Lincoln, trans- 
scripts of which were kindly made for the writer's use by Miss 
Florence Thurlby under the supervision of Canon Foster. The 
lists of wardens and chaplains have also been supplied from the 
same source.

Ecel. (Record Comm.) iv, 149. 
3'Wright, Suppression of Monasteries (Camden Soc.), p. 136. 
3*Lett. and Papers Hen. VIII, x, 496. 
39/btd. xiii, (i), 575. 
«o/bJd. 574; xviii (ii), 237, 241. 
«/bid. xvi, 457.



Documents from the Lincoln Registers

i. 
Foundation of the Chantry of Kirby

1316 (Reg. Ill, ff. 211-213}

To all sons of holy mother Church who shall see or hear this 
present charter, Roger Beler of Kirkby, health in the I/ord ever 
lasting. Know ye that I, to the honour of God, the blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. John Baptist, St. Michael the archangel, St. 
Peter prince of the apostles, St. John apostle and evangelist and 
all saints, for the health of my soul and that of my wife Alice 
while we live, and after our death for our souls and the souls of 
William Beler my father, .Avice his wife my mother, brother 
Richard of Pavely brother of the order of the hospital of St. John 
of Jerusalem, brother William of Tothale brother of the same 
order, Richard of Whatton and Agnes his wife, Roger Beler my 
grandfather and Alice his wife, Roger of Dalby and Amice his 
wife, Ralph Beler of Ketilby, John of Horkestowe, clerk, my 
heirs and successors and those who assist and maintain the said 
chantries,, and also of all the faithful living and departed, unto 
the increase of divine worship,

having obtained to this end the licence and assent of the 
most excellent prince the illustrious lord Edward king of Eng 
land, 1 and also of the patron of the church of Kirkeby and the 
rector of the same, and also of all other persons whom it concerns 
or may concern hereafter,

have given, granted and by this my present charter con 
firmed, for myself and my heirs, in free and perpetual alms, to 
William Spygornell chaplain, called for the first time at my 
appointment warden of the chapel of St. Peter of Kirkeby :

four messuages, four virgates of land, forty shillings worth 
of yearly rent, and the rent of eight quarters and a half of maslin2 
with the appurtenances in Kirkeby, for the perpetual sustenance 
of the said William the warden and of his successors the

iSee Cal. Pat. Rolls 1313-1317, p.- 438. These letters are quoted at the end 
of the episcopal confirmation in the register.

2Mixed wheat and rye (mfatiUo).



154 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

wardens of the said chapel, who shall celebrate divine service 
day by day in the said chapel for the souls abovewritten for ever:

to wit that messuage which was the capital messuage of 
William Touke, situate over and against the said chapel of St. 
Peter of Kirkeby on the west side, and that virgate of land which 
the said William sometime held together with the said messuage 
of the master of the hospital of Burton St. Lazars;

and a messuage which Henry le Spicer of Grymeston some 
time held in the Westthorp; and a messuage which Ralph of 
Kirkeby sometime held in the Westthorp next the messuage 
which William le Raumpaigne3 sometime held on one side and 
the messuage of Ralph le Bercher on the other, with its croft 
and all its appurtenances: the which messuages I held of the 
abbot of Leicester;

and a messuage which William le Clerk held of me for the 
term of his life;

and a virgate of land which Roger above the town my neif 
sometime held; and two virgates of land which I held in demesne 
of the master of the hospital of Burton St. I/azars together with 
that virgate of land which the said my neif held;

and eleven shillings worth of annual rent which Walter 
Flemyng owes me yearly for a messuage and a virgate of land 
which he holds of me in the town of Kirkeby, together with the 
fealty and service of the said Walter and his heirs;

and eight shillings worth of annual rent which Richard Her- 
mer and Emma his wife and Alice the said Emma's sister owe me 
yearly for a messuage and a virgate of land which they hold of 
me in the same town, together with the fealty and service of the 
said Richard, Emma and Alice and their heirs;

and six shillings worth of annual rent which Roger of 
Colston and L/ecia his wife owe me for a messuage and a virgate 
of land which they hold of me in the same town, together with 
the fealty and service of the said Roger and Lecia and their heirs;

and six shillings worth of annual rent which Robert Houlot 
owes me yearly for a messuage and a virgate of land which he 
holds of me in the same town, together with the fealty and 
service of the said Robert and his heirs;

3For a note on the family of Rampaine, sometime lords of Kirkby, see 
Farnham, Leices. Village Notes iii, 107.
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and four shillings worth of annual rent which John Moryng 
owes me yearly for a messuage and six acres of land which he 
holds of me in the same town, together with the fealty and ser 
vice of the said John and his heirs;

and twelve pennyworth of rent which William son of Richard 
Cok4 owes me yearly for a messuage and a bovate of land which 
he holds of me in the same town, together with the fealty and 
service of the said William5 and his heirs;

and four shillings worth of annual rent which Roger Cosyn 
owes me for a messuage and a bovate of land which he holds of 
me in the same town, together with the fealty and service of 
the said Roger and his heirs;

saving to me and my heirs the residue of the rents of the 
said tenants, the fealties and suits of courts of the same only :

and the rent of eight quarters and a half of maslin issuing 
from all my water and windmills which I have or in any wise 
may have in the town of Kirkeby, and from a carucate of land 
which I hold in demesne of the fee of the master of Burton 
Lazars, which remains in my hand after the making of this 
gift, taking the said corn at the said mills, to wit year by year 
from the feast of St. Michael the archangel to the feast of Easter, 
every week a bushel of maslin and the residue between the feast 
of Easter and that of St. Michael the archangel by equal portions. 
And if the said mills be not sufficient for the aforesaid payment, 
I will and grant for myself and my heirs that the said corn shall be 
taken from the said carucate of land, and that the said warden 
and his successors shall have power to distrain upon the said 
mills and the said carucate of land, to the hands of what person 
soever they be come, until full satisfaction be made of the afore 
said rent.

And moreover I will and grant for myself and my heirs that 
the said warden and his successors shall grind all the corn that 
is to be ground for their sustenance and that of their free house 
hold at the said mills quit of multure for ever, into the hands of 
what persons soever the said mills be come:

on condition however that the same William the chaplain, 
warden of the chapel aforesaid, and his successors to be nomi-

4In 1319 this is altered to Richard son of William Cok. 
SRichard 1319.
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nated wardens of the chapel of St. Peter of Kirkeby for ever, 
shall find, he and they in succession, a certain other chaplain 
who shall celebrate divine service day by day in the parish church 
of the same town of Kirkeby for the souls aforesaid for ever.

To have and to hold to the aforesaid William the chaplain, 
warden, and his successors, chaplains, wardens of the aforesaid 
chapel, who shall celebrate divine service day by day in the afore 
said chapel for the souls aforesaid for ever, in free and perpetual 
alms for the sustenance of the same in succession and for the 
performance of the services of the chantry aforementioned, 
freely, quit, well and in peace for ever, with wardships, escheats 
and marriages of all the tenants and their heirs, meadows, pas 
tures, grazings, easements, rents, commodities, profits and 
appurtenances whatsoever to the aforesaid messuages, lands and 
rents in any way whatever appertaining:

on condition however that the same chaplain and his 
successors shall find a certain other chaplain to celebrate divine 
service day by day in the church of the same town of Kirkeby 
for the souls aforesaid, as is aforesaid, for ever.

And I the said Roger and my heirs will warrant, acquit and 
defend all the aforesaid tenements, rents, quittance of multure, 
and all other profits with all their appurtenances, as is aforesaid, 
to the said warden and his successors against all men for ever.

Now that this my gift may be healthfully ordained under 
certain conditions to last for ever, I will and ordain that out of 
this my gift and the goods for me and by me given and assigned 
and hereafter to be given and assigned for the sustenance of the 
aforesaid chaplain, warden of the aforesaid chapel, and of his 
successors, and also of a second chaplain and of the services 
aforesaid, as is afore set, the said William the chaplain shall be 
presented by me, under the name of the warden of the chapel 
of St. Peter of Kirkeby, to the lord bishop of Lincoln;

and that the same shall be warden, and all his successors 
shall be for ever wardens in succession, and shall have the name 
of warden of the chapel of St. Peter of Kirkeby at their presen 
tation, institution and corporal induction;

and that the same and his successors for ever shall keep 
bodily residence in the same wardenship, and as long as they live 
shall have and hold in succession the name of warden.
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And that the Same William, after he has been admitted, 
instituted and inducted into corporal possession as warden of the 
chapel, shall straightway provide himself with a fit and honest 
companion, a chaplain, who shall abide with him in his house 
and at his board and whom from year to year and from term to 
term he shall have power lawfully to amove if honesty so demand.

He shall provide himself also at his own costs with a 
reputable clerk or clerks to serve him and his fellow in the divine 
offices, according to what shall seem to the judgment of an honest 
man to be suitably expedient.

I will also that the said William, after his induction, shall 
say with his companion every day matins and the other canonical 
hours and matins and the hours of blessed Mary in the chapel of 
St. Peter, and before mass the seven penitential psalms with the 
litany and commendation,6 and before vespers Placebo and 
Dirige7 for me and Alice my wife and the others for whom they 
shall specially be bound to pray, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, unless they omit the office of the dead out of respect 
for a greater double.8

I will also and ordain that the said William, warden of the 
said chapel, and all his successors for ever shall sing every week 
a mass of St. John Baptist, another of St. John the Evangelist, 
a third of St. Peter, and on every Saturday mass of the blessed 
Virgin Mary with song in the same chapel of St. Peter aforesaid, 
unless, there intervene a double feast or feast of nine lessons9 
whereby the said masses or any of them may be hindered; and 
that the masses which for such a reason are postponed shall in 
time following be supplied, if it may be done. On the remaining 
days throughout the week I will that the said warden shall 
celebrate mass of the day according to what the use of the church 
demands.

6The commendatio animarum or recommendation of the departed to God
and the company of heaven. 

71.e. the office of the dead, so called from the opening antiphons at
vespers (Placebo Domino in regione mvorum) and at matins (Dirige
Domine Deus meus in conspectu tuo viam meam). 

8A double is a feast on which the antiphons are sung in full before as
well as after the psalms and canticles in the choir office. In the
simple office only the opening word or words of each antiphon are
sung before its psalm. 

9I.e. a feast at which nine lessons are read at matins instead of the
normal three.
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And because the chapel and the parishioners who dwell 
about the chapel are at no small distance from the parish 
church, 10 so that it is with difficulty that on ordinary days they 
are able to hear their masses in the same church, and because 
many strangers pass by the same chapel, which is situate in the 
high road, I will that every day the same warden shall take 
advantage of the hour at which most of the dwellers in the 
neighbourhood and of the passers-by should in his opinion be at 
their mass, and he shall celebrate at such an hour, except on 
those days on which he ought to be at matins and hours in the 
parish church according to the ordinance hereunder written.

He shall ring also the bell of the said chapel and for so long 
a time that those who dwell in the neighbourhood and also 
passers-by may be warned at what time they may be able to hear 
the divine office in that place, and also at all honest and befitting 
hours at which he shall see it to be expedient to himself.

On three feast-days at least for ever also in the year he shall 
celebrate solemnly with song in the chapel aforesaid, to wit on 
the feast of the apostles Peter and Paul11 and on the feast of St. 
John the Evangelist in May12 and on the feast of St. Michael the 
archangel, 13 and more often if his devotion so demand;

and thrice at least shall he celebrate solemnly with song in 
the parish church, in the chapel of St. Mary and St. John Baptist 
on the south side of the church, to wit on the feast of the Annun 
ciation of the blessed Virgin Mary14 and on the feast of the 
Nativity of St. John Baptist15 and on the feast of St. Mary 
Magdalene;16

and on the day of the Annunciation of St. Mary he shall give 
to the poor one hundred and fifty farthings or bread to that value, 
and on the same day he shall celebrate the anniversary for the 
souls of the aforesaid Roger and Alice.

And the other stipendiary chaplain, the fellow of the said 
warden, shall celebrate every day in the parish church of 
Kirkeby, in the chapel of St. Mary and St. John Baptist on the

loxhe parish church, which still stands, must be distinguished from the 
chapel or, as it afterwards became, the priory church.

"29 June.
126 May, the commemoration of the passion of St. John before the Latin 

gate at Rome.
"29 Sept. 1524 June.
"25 March. 1622 July.
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south side which f have built, mass of the Annunciation of St. 
Mary, unless perchance he be hindered by the rector or his 
chaplain through any quarrel or strife; and in that case he shall 
be able freely to celebrate his mass in the said chapel of St. Peter 
without claim of any man every day, until peace be restored 
between the rector and his chaplain and the chaplain of the said 
warden; and, when peace is restored he shall return to the parish 
church to celebrate his mass therein according to the ordinance 
aforewritten.

And the said stipendiary chaplain, immediately after the 
offertory of the principal mass of the rector or of his parish 
priest of the place17 in the same church, shall begin and say his 
mass in the chapel aforesaid, unless he be with just cause 
hindered herein at that hour; and if he perchance be hindered 
at that hour, he shall thereafter say his mass in the same when 
ever he will before noon.

And both the said warden and the stipendiary chaplain shall 
every day before mass make and say memorial of the Holy Spirit 
with the office Spirits domin-i18 and memorial of the dead with 
the office Requiem eternam with the epistles and gospels ordained 
for those memorials; and after mass memorial of St. Michael the 
archangel with the office Benedicite19 - And the warden every ̂ 
day shall say memorial of blessed Mary after mass, and the 
stipendiary chaplain who celebrates mass of blessed Mary shall 
say .memorial of the day on such days as the mass of the day 
is not of blessed Mary.

And both the wardens and the stipendiary chaplain every 
day at the beginning of mass, before saying the Lord's prayer 
before the introit of the mass, shall make special mention for me 
and Alice my wife in our lifetime before other persons, and after 
our death or that of one of us for our souls openly before mass 
and secretly in the mass, naming us before other persons;

and the souls of us and of all those who are included above, 
and of those whose names I shall have delivered in writing to the 
warden and chaplain, shall day by day be commended to the Lord 
by special collects in masses and at the other day and night offices.

"I.e. the stipendiary curate employed by the rector as his assistant or
deputy. 

i&Spiritus Domini replevit orbem terrarum, etc., the introit at mass on
Whitsunday.

Dominum omnes angeli eius, etc., the introit for Michaelmas.
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I will also that, as often as the said chantry shall happen to 
be void, or the same chapel by death or resignation or by some 
other lawful means shall be without a warden, so often shall 
another warden, being in the order of priesthood, be presented 
by me or my heirs under the name of warden to the wardenship 
of the said chapel of St. Peter, within twenty days from the time 
of voidance of the same, to the lord bishop of Lincoln, the see 
being filled and he being present in the realm, or otherwise, in the 
voidance of the see or when the bishop is on business outside the 
realm, to the chapter of Lincoln, that is, to the canons in that 
place resident without waiting for the others; and this presentee 
the lord bishop or the chapter, that is, the canons resident, with 
out interposing any difficulty unless he be manifestly shewn to 
be incapable or unworthy, shall be bound to admit and institute 
in the same out of reverence to God and for the increase of divine 
worship.

And I will that at his induction he shall be bound by a double 
oath in the presence of me or rny heirs and of the rector of the 
parish" church, if they can or will be present, that the same warden 
shall faithfully execute his office according to the form of my 
donation and ordinance thereon made, and that he never will be 
harmful or troublesome to the parish church aforesaid in respect 
of tithes great or small, oblations or other obventions, or any of 
its rights whatsoever. And if he shall refuse to take such oath, 
he shall by that very act fall from every right acquired by him, 
and another, as is aforeset, shall be presented and substituted in 
his place. '

And I will that the same oath be taken by every stipendiary 
chaplain of the said warden, and by every warden in succession, 
whether he be presented by me or by my heirs, or whether pro 
vision be made of a warden to the wardenship abovesaid in our 
default or on account of other hindrance that may occur.

I will also that, if he accept any benefice with cure or with 
out cure, the wardenship shall straightway be void ipso jure, so 
that it shall be lawful for me and my heirs without gainsaying 
of any man to present to the same wardenship.

And if it happen, which God forbid, that the said William or 
any of his successors, giving the rein to uncleanness through 
fleshly sloth, shall drift into incontinent living, or shall otherwise 
notoriously fall from merit, I will, ordain and appoint by these
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presents that, aftftr any one of them have been convicted thrice 
of notorious crime, he shall be altogether deprived of the afore 
said wardenship by the ordinaries of the place, nor shall it be 
lawful for him, whoever he be, to appeal in any wise from such 
deprivation, or by any means to hinder the admission of another 
or his presentation.

And if the warden of the said chapel happen in the way of 
chance to fall into sickness, old age or any infirmity, so that he 
is by no means able to minister in person, I will and ordain that, 
if he provide not himself with a fit assistant within ten days, it 
shall be lawful for me and my heirs to provide him, will he nill 
he, with such an assistant at the costs of the same infirm person, 
maintaining him agreeably to wit out of the fruits, rents and 
profits to the said wardenship appertaining, until the hindrance- 
cease; unless perchance the same infirm person shall take unto- 
him freely within a short time such an assistant, who shall be able 
and willing to support all the burthens laid upon him and shall 
cause all things needful for himself, the warden and the rest of 
the household, to be ministered during the hindrance aforesaid.

And I will also and ordain that the said warden shall order 
and dispose all profits bestowed and hereafter to be bestowed by 
me or another for the maintenance of the chantry aforesaid to be 
held in the same chapel and parish church, to the advantage of 
the said wardenship; nor shall he convert them to other uses,, 
save that to the maintenance and profit of the same chantry he 
shall roof and repair the chapel and houses according to his 
strength, and shall repair the chalices, books and other ornaments 
that are required for the said chantry, especially seeing that good 
and abundant provision of ornaments and beasts has been made 
by me;

in the chapel to wit two gilded chalices of the price of five 
marks, two good missals with notation of the price of eight marks, 
a great breviary with notation in two volumes with the psalter 
in each of the price of ten marks, another good breviary with 
notation of the price of five marks, a good legend20 both of the 
seasons and of the saints in one volume of the price of four marks,

2°The Legenda is the book containing the lessons to be read at matins 
and divided, like other service-books, into two parts : (1) the 
temporals, following the course of the Church's year; (2) the 
sanctorale, for saints' days.
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a grayle21 with a troper22 and a troper by itself of the price of one 
mark, two ferial vestments23 of the price of twenty shillings, one 
Sunday vestment of the price of forty shillings, one solemn vest 
ment with tunicle and dalmatic of the price of four marks, two 
pairs of corporals, one choir-cope, four pairs of table-cloths, two 
hand-towels, two rochets, four phials, 24 two candlesticks, two 
boxes for the obleys, 25 a pax,26 two frontals before the altar.

and in the same warden's dwelling, four oxen of the price of 
sixty shillings, two horses for the plough of the price of two 
marks, two cart-horses of the price of four marks, two cows of 
the price of twenty-four shillings, a sow with eight piglings of 
the price of seven shillings, a cart bound with iron, with all its 
appendages, of the price of one mark, two new ploughs and two 
harrows with all their attire, a good chest bound with iron for 
vestments of the price of ten shillings, a brazen pot with a brazen 
pan and tripot of the price of a mark, a lead in the earth and a 
portable lead of the price of ten shillings;

all which things he is bound to preserve at his own costs in 
as good a state as he has received them, and to make good at his 
own costs such defaults as shall happen from the use of the same 
or from murrain or old age, and if need be to repair them anew, 
and to leave the chapel, houses, and all the aforesaid ornaments, 
beasts and goods whatsoever above named, for the use of his next 
successor who shall be, even as he has received them or in better 
state, as often soever as it shall happen that the chantry aforesaid 
shall be void by the renunciation or deprivation or death of the 
same warden, or in any other lawful manner whatsoever, with all 
things received and to be received from the time of renunciation 
or amotion or of any other voidance whatsoever.

I will also and ordain, for that I have delivered to the said 
William, the first warden, all the autumn fruits at Michaelmas

21The grayle or gradual, so called from the respond sung at mass after 
the epistle, originally at the step (gradus) of the epistle ambo or 
pulpit, contained the words and music of the scriptural passages 
used in the liturgy of the mass.

22The troper contained the tropi or turns of music set to the non-scriptural 
hymns sung in the liturgy.

23I.e. two suits of vestments for use on ordinary days.
24Cruets for wine and water.
25The wafers for use at mass.
26The piece of wood or metal engraved with the representation of the 

Crucifixion, which was circulated to receive the kiss of peace at 
the Agnus Dei.
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in their entirety* with the ornaments, beasts and goods of the 
price above written, that, if the said warden shall decease after 
Michaelmas, or the said wardenship shall otherwise be void, the 
seed for sowing all the land to be sown that year, and the wheat 
for the sustenance of the warden that shall be and of the second 
chaplain and clerk, together with hay and fodder for their beasts, 
shall be found from the time of voidance until the feast of Easter 
out of the goods of the same deceased by death, cession or 
amotion; and, if he decease after Easter, that all the land shall be 
demised sown, with the rest of the goodsi in any manner whatso 
ever. Of all the other movable goods the executors of the same 
deceased shall dispose to make execution therefrom of his testa 
ment, and to acquit his debts, if the said deceased owed any at 
the time of his death; and I will that this same observance be 
firmly kept in the case of cession or deprivation of any.

I will not, however, that my heirs, in time of any voidance 
of the same wardenship, after what manner soever it happen to be 
void, shall intrude themselves into seisin of the lands and tene 
ments, or into the rent and profit of any things whatsoever 
bestowed or hereafter to be bestowed by me for the maintenance of 
the wardenship and chantry aforesaid, or intermeddle henceforward 
in aught with the lands, tenements, rents, profits or property or 
goods to the said chantry belonging; nor shall it be lawful for me 
or my heirs ever henceforth to alienate to anyone or to another 
person sole or corporate the property and goods, moveable or 
immovable, assigned or to be assigned for the upkeep of the 
premises, or any part of the same, or to convert them to other 
uses in any manner whatsoever. And this, on behalf of God 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary His mother and St. John Baptist 
and all saints, I strictly inhibit, so far as I can, and forbid to all 
men. Nor, further, shall my heirs demand as regards the same 
things anything else but special prayers only, and that they may 
have power, as is aforeset, to present to the said wardenship after 
my death.

Now, in order that a bar may be set to the malice of men 
in time to come, and this my ordinance may be observed more 
firmly and wholesomely in every part thereof, I pray and beseech 
in the bowels of Jesus Christ the ordinaries of the place who have 
the office of visitation, that both in their official visitations and 
upon notice given by my heirs and by any others with pious



164 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

urgency, they will make diligent enquiries and correct what 
should be corrected and reform that which should be reformed.

And if they find that any one of the wardens has fallen into 
the guilt of perjury by not observing the premises, so as to dilapi 
date the goods on such wise that he cannot do for his successor 
that shall be what is ordained, they shall not refrain from pro 
ceeding to his deprivation, as against a perjurer, by what ways 
or means it shall be possible; and I charge my heirs upon peril of 
their souls to insist stoutly with the ordinaries of the place upon 
the observation without breach of all the premises.

And albeit the said William and his successors might after 
some fashion by me and my heirs, and might and shall be con 
strained by the ordinaries of the place to the observance of all the 
premises, apart from the penalty of perjury which they would 
incur in not observing the premises, if they made default in 
regards any part of the said ordinance, nevertheless I have thought 
fit to charge most straitly in this behalf the souls of the same 
William and all his successors that it shall be upon them and their 
souls how greatly they heap the indignation and wrath of 
Almighty God upon themselves at the day of the great judgment, 
if, under pretext of any transitory advantage, they endeavour by 
any malicious devices whatsoever to hinder divine worship, which 
is beyond all valuation.

In addition to this, to the praise and glory of Almighty God 
and to the incitement of the devotion of the faithful, and to the 
honour of the parish church of Kirkeby, which has the right of 
baptism, 27 I will and ordain that the said warden of the chapel of 
St. Peter, together with the chaplain who dwells with him, and so 
all the wardens that shall be in succession, shall on all greater 
double feasts and on every Sunday be in the same parish church 
with the rector or his priest, if he happen to be present, or with 
both, and shall take a part in matins and the other hours of the 
day until the offertory at high mass, provided that so much of the 
day remain that the warden, who has to say his mass in the chapel, 
may be able to finish his mass before noon on that day. Other 
wise it shall be lawful for the same warden to depart earlier at a 
suitable hour, so as not to lose a mass on that day owing to the

2 'This right was not granted to or claimed by the chapel, the parish 
church thus retaining its status of mother church without 
diminution.
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excessive prolongation of high mass or its late beginning, unless 
perchance he and the chaplain, or one of them, be hindered by 
infirmity or lawful and necessary absence, or by excessive 
inclemency of weather.

Furthermore, if it happen that I and my heirs shall divide, 
I or they, my vote or their votes, which God forbid, as regards 
the person of him who is to be or has been presented, by presen 
ting various persons, or if I or they present not within twenty 
days from the time of the death, resignation or incapacity of the 
warden aforesaid, or if perchance any other hindrance intervene, 
so that because of such hindrances provision of a fit warden be not 
made to the wardenship aforesaid within thirty days after the 
beginning of the voidance, I will, ordain and grant that the lord 
bishop for the time being, the see being filled and he present 
in the realm, or the chapter of Lincoln, that is, the canons resi 
dent and present without waiting for the rest, when the see is 
void or the bishop on business outside the realm, shall, he or 
they, provide the wardenship aforesaid with a fit warden in form 
aforesaid, saving none the less to me and my heirs the full right, 
as is aforesaid, of presenting to the same chantry upon another 
voidance.

And I will that this ordinance be observed for ever at every 
like voidance in succession; and I will that all such persons, being 
wardens, both those to whom the wardenship of the said chapel 
shall have been collated in such defaults or events, and they who 
shall have been presented and admitted to the same wardenship, 
shall be bound by a double oath as is aforeset, and that none the 
less they shall swear to keep bodily residence in the same. In 
witness whereof my seal is appended to these presents.

Witnesses : Roger Foucher, John Bernard, William son of 
Bda, William Mariot, John de Burch, Robert le Raumpaigne of 
Kirkeby, Ralph Beler of Ketilby, William of Sixtenby, Robert 
Orger of Melton, Robert of Assheby of the same, and others.

Given at Kirkeby on Thursday in the morrow of St. Giles 
the abbot, in the year of our Lord one thousand three hundred 
and sixteen, and in the tenth year of the reign of king Edward 
the son of king Edward. 28

28This document was confirmed by the bishop at Stow Park, 11 Sept. 1316, 
and is rehearsed as part of the confirmation, whicb- is followed by 
a copy of the royal licence by letters patent, dated at Clipston (in 
Sherwood forest), 10 March 1315-16. See Cal. Pat. Rolls 1313-1317, 
p. 438.



II. 
Foundation of the Collegiate Chapel

1319 (Reg. Ill, ff. 340-344).

Know all men present and to come that, whereas I Roger 
Beler of Kirkeby have given, granted and by my writing con 
firmed to William Spigurnell, chaplain, warden of the chapel of 
St Peter of Kirkeby upon Wrethek in the county of I/eicester, and 
to his successors four messuages, [etc., rehearsing in detail the 
land and rents given by the charter of 1316, as far as the -words] 
into the hands of what persons soever the said mills be come, the 
which gifts and grants of all the lands, tenements, corn and quit 
multure aforesaid I ratify by these presents and confirm for my 
self and my heirs for ever;

know all men that I, the said Roger Beler, to the praise of 
almighty God, for the increase of divine worship and of the foun 
dation aforesaid, and in honour of blessed Mary the Virgin and 
blessed Peter, prince of the apostles, for the health of my soul 
and that of Alice my wife, and also for the souls of William Beler 
my father and Avice my mother, and the souls of my heirs and of 
all others contained in the said foundation, and the souls of all 
faithful departed, have given, granted and by this my present 
charter have confirmed to God and blessed Mary the Virgin and 
blessed Peter the apostle, and to the chapel aforesaid of blessed 
Peter and to the warden of the same chapel and the chaplains 
who serve and shall serve God in the same for ever and their 
successors.five messuages with the crofts adjacent in the town of 
Kirkeby upon Wrethek, with the advowson of the parish church 
of blessed Mary of the same town, with all their appurtenances.

Of which messuages one messuage, with the croft adjacent, 
which is called Bromhull, lieth on the north side of the same 
church and the churchyard of the church aforesaid, and was 
sometime the capital messuage of John of Houby in the same 
town;

and another messuage lieth on the south side of the said 
church and churchyard aforesaid, and extends in length from the 
messuage of Robert Bele unto the said churchyard, and in breadth 
from the high street unto the water that is called Wrethek, and it 
is called le Wasteneyescroft;
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the which nftssuages with the crofts and the advowson of the 
church aforesaid I had of the gift and feoffment of John de Houby 
together with other lands and tenements in the same town.

And one messuage with a croft lieth next to the messuages 
of the said warden on the north side, the which messuage I had 
'of the gift and f eoffment of Roger Keuidheued;

and one messuage with a croft lieth next to the messuage of 
the same warden, which sometime was of William Edelyn;

and one messuage with a croft and two selions, which were 
of William Foucher, lie next to the tenement of William son of 
Eda on the south side.

And furthermore I have given, granted and by this my 
present charter confirmed to God and blessed Mary, to blessed 
Peter the apostle, and to the warden of the same chapel and the 
chaplains aforesaid and their successors, the manor of Buke 
mynstre in the county of Leycestre with all its appurtenances. 1

To have and to hold the said five messuages with the crofts 
adjacent, with the advowson of the church of Kirkeby aforesaid, 
with all their appurtenances to the said messuage and advowson 
in what sort soever appertaining; and the manor of Bukemynstre 
aforesaid, with all its lordships and appurtenances, as in lands, 
tenements, mills, meadows, grazings, pastures, rents, services, 
reversions, wastes, moors, ways, paths, agistments, waters, fish 
ponds, plains, homages, wards, reliefs, escheats, marriages,, 
demesnes, suits of court of all my tenants, both at the free court 
and at the mill, and all their services, together with the bodies of 
all my men and neifs and their offspring begotten or to be begot 
ten, of the said manor or in the said manor being, and their goods 
and chattels, with the other profits and appurtenances to the said 
manor, or by reason of any lordship whatsoever, in any wise 
appertaining, whether in the town of Seustern or in Bukemynstre, 
in free and perpetual alms under the form that follows, for ever.

And I, the said Roger and my heirs will warrant all the 
aforesaid messuages with the crofts adjacent, with the advowson 
of the church aforesaid, and the aforesaid manor of Bukemynstre, 
with all their rights and appurtenances, to the said warden and 
chaplains and their successors, against all folk, and will defend 
them in all things for ever.

iSee Cal. Pat. Rolls 1317-1321, p. 135.
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And in order that no doubt may arise in future touching the 
form and conditions concerning the same first foundation or this 
also my present gift, whether on behalf of the lands given in the 
first foundation to the same chapel and warden, or of the lands 
and tenements upon the said chapel and warden and chaplains 
.aforesaid by these presents bestowed, I will and ordain that the1 
form, ordinances and conditions hereunder written be observed 
without breach in this behalf for all time to come for ever;

to wit that, whereas in the same first foundation, as is afore- 
set, it is contained that the warden only and one stipendiary 
chaplain shall serve God in the said chapel, I will and ordain that, 
for the increase of divine worship and of the foundation aforesaid, 
the same warden and twelve other perpetual chaplains shall be 
in the chapel aforesaid, and shall laudably serve the same in 
things divine;

and the same warden and chaplains shall make their dwelling 
in the dwelling-house next to the said chapel, constructed and 
appointed in that place by me for the same warden and the other 
chaplains who shall celebrate, as is aforeset, in the said chapel 
for ever, and shall lead a common life together according to the 
ordinance noted below.

But, because the said warden and his successors, who also in 
the same first foundation, and in their presentation, institution 
and induction are separately known as holding the name of 
warden of the chapel of blessed Peter of Kirkeby, are duly named 
the most principal persons among the rest, they shall hold such 
name for ever.

And, whereas in the same first foundation it is contained that 
the said warden and his successors shall be presented to the lord 
bishop of Lincoln by me and my heirs for institution, I will and 
ordain that from henceforth the dean and chapter of the cathedral 
church of Lincoln, so often as and whensoever the same warden- 
ship shall happen to be void, shall present to the diocesan of the 
place a suitable person in priest's orders out of the chaplains 
•dwelling in the said chapel, if there be found therein one capable 
for such wardenship, to be admitted without any difficulty by the 
same diocesan, and, unless he be found manifestly incapable or 
unworthy, to be instituted by the same, for the reverence of God 
and the increase of divine worship, under the name aforesaid and 
in form aforesaid.
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And the same dean and chapter in like manner shall present 
five other chaplains out of the aforesaid twelve to the diocesan of
-the place. And I and my heirs shall present three chaplains to 
the diocesan of the place under the form aforesaid. To the bishop 
of Lincoln for the time being shall belong the provision or col 
lation of one chaplain in the chapel aforesaid in time to come. 
And the men of religion shall present, the prior of the hospital of 
St. John of Jerusalem in England and his successors one, the 
abbot and convent of Croxton and their successors one, and the 
master of the hospital of Burton St. Lazars and his successors one 
of the aforesaid twelve chaplains to the diocesan of the place in
-the form above noted.

Now all the chaplains aforesaid, the warden alone excepted 
who, as is aforeset, should be instituted under the name of war 
den, shall be admitted by the bishop of the place for the time 
Toeing in the chapel aforesaid under the name of the chantry in 
the chapel of blessed Peter of Kirkeby, and shall also be instituted, 
as is aforeset, without any difficulty, mention being made in their 
letters of institution of those at whose presentation they have been 
admitted to such chantries and also instituted in the same.

And if it happen that I or my heirs, or also the bishop of the 
place for the time being, or the religious abovesaid or any one of 
them, within a month of the time at which it shall happen that 
such chantries whose presentation, collation or provision is well 
known to belong to me or my heirs or the persons above reckoned 
severally are vacant, of what kind soever such voidance be, have 
not presented, or my heirs and the men of religion abovesaid have 
not presented, and the bishop of Lincoln for the time being have 
not done so far as appertains to him in this behalf, even if it 
happen that at the same time the bishopric, the houses or places 
of the religious aforesaid be vacant, or also for whatsoever reason 
I or my heirs, the bishop or the religious aforesaid, have not done, 
I or they or any one of them, what is incumbent upon [me or] 
them within the time aforesaid, I will and ordain that the dean 
and chapter of Lincoln, that is the canons resident without 
waiting for the others, shall in their own right make provision of 
suitable persons to such chantries in form abovesaid; saving none 
the less for me and my heirs, the bishop of the place and the men 
of religion aforesaid the full right, as is aforeset, of presenting to 
the same chantries, so far as appertains to any one of them, when
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they fall vacant another time, and also to the diocesan of the place 
the full right of bestowing the chantry that belongs to him and 
also of making provision of the same.

And, in order that such voidance may not last for long, and 
that no excuse of ignorance of any sort may be validly put for 
ward on the part of those who should present or provide to the 
chantries aforesaid, I will and ordain that the warden for the 
time being, when it shall happen that any chantry of the afore 
said is void, shall be bound immediately, whatsoever be the 
manner of such voidance, to announce the same by his letters 
to him or to those to whom the presentation or provision of such 
chantry, being void, is clearly known to belong. And, in the 
absence of the warden aforesaid, the sub-warden shall do the 
same.

And, if perchance it happen that the same warden die, or 
that for any other reason the same wardenship be void, the sub- 
warden for the time being shall be bound immediately to 
announce [such voidance] to the dean and chapter aforesaid.

But, because it may be doubtful in future which of the pre 
sentations of the chaplains aforesaid and their successors 
appertain to the dean and chapter aforesaid, and which presen 
tations to me and my heirs and the religious aforesaid and their 
successors, and which is the collation or provision that should 
appertain to the bishop of the place for the time being, I will and 
ordain that the said dean and chapter, as is aforeset, shall present 
five chaplains to the bishop of the place; and if any one of these, 
after he has been instituted, shall die or demise his chantry, or if it 
shall happen that his chantry also for any reason shall be void, 
the dean and chapter aforesaid shall always present another chap 
lain in his stead to the bishop of the place, to be instituted by the 
same.

And this same thing shall be done as regards me and my 
heirs, the bishop of the place and the religious aforesaid and their 
successors, so far as concerns the chantries aforesaid whose pre 
sentations are clearly known to belong to me and my heirs and 
the religious aforesaid and their successors, and that one whose 
collation or provision is known to belong to the bishop of the place 
and his successors, and shall be observed without breach for ever.

And, for the more assurance of the premises, I will and ordain 
that all and singular the chaplains to be presented by the dean
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and chapter shall*have their several stalls according to the order 
of their admission on the right hand side of the choir in the chapel 
aforesaid, on which [side] I will that the same warden have the 
principal stall.

And on the left hand side of the choir the persons presented 
and to be presented also in future by me and my heirs shall hold 
the first places; and the chaplain to whom provision of his chantry 
has been made by the bishop of the place shall have the fourth 
place or stall. The presentee of the prior of the hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem aforesaid and his successors shall have the 
fifth place or stall. The presentee of the abbot and convent of 
Croxton aforesaid and their successors shall have the sixth.

But the presentee of the master of the hospital of Burton 
I<azars and his successors shall hold in future the last place on 
the right hand side of the choir.

But, if by any chance three or four persons of the chaplains 
aforesaid happen to be absent from one or the other side of the 
choir or to be hindered [from being present], in order that the 
divine office may be celebrated in due fashion,, the warden for 
the time being, or in his absence the sub-warden, shall according 
to his ability fill up the side of the absent from the side of those 
present in equal numbers until their return.

In addition hereunto I will that the same warden and all and 
singular the chaplains aforesaid and their successors, at their 
institutions and inductions, shall, in my presence or that of my 
heirs, if it shall happen that I and my heirs be then present in the 
town of Kirkeby, and if I or they will attend, be bound by a 
triple oath that every one of them, so far as appertains to him, 
will do and execute his office faithfully according to the form of 
the present gift and ordinance made by me therein, and will 
maintain and defend the rights and liberties of the chapel afore 
said, according to his power, and that he will keep personal resi 
dence in the same; with an addition, however, in such oath of 
all the chaplains and their successors to be admitted in the said 
chapel while I live, as regards them or him whom, for the advan 
tage of the chapel or for other reasons according to my ordinance 
I shall deem fit to be taken into my service; yet in such wise that 
after my death the oaths aforesaid [taken] by all and singular the 
chaplains at their institution and induction, as is aforeset, shall 
be pure and simple and be proffered entirely purely and simply.
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And the chaplains also that are admitted or to be admitted after 
my death shall be bound entirely by the same pure and simple 
oaths.

Every chaplain moreover, immediately after his induction 
shall do manual obedience to the warden for the time being, the 
sub-warden and his lieutenant, and, having done such obedience 
as is aforeset, shall immediately be clothed in his mantle by the 
warden.

And because the said warden of the chapel aforesaid must 
needs be absent oftentimes because of the business of the same 
chapel, I will and ordain that of the said twelve chaplains one 
shall be chosen with the common consent of the warden and the 
other chaplains, or at any rate with the consent of the warden 
and the more part of the same; and he shall bear and have in 
future the name of sub-warden of the chapel aforesaid. The which 
sub-warden thus elected, as is aforeset, shall supply the place of 
the warden for the time being in his absence and shall con 
tinually be present in choir, unless perchance he be lawfully 
hindered. Concerning the which hindrance, if there be fear of 
ill-doing, he shall proffer his bodily oath; and, during such hin 
drance there shall be one appointed by the warden or the same 
sub-warden, with power to bear and to fill the office of the same 
sub-warden, he being thus hindered as is aforeset. And such 
sub-warden, if it seem expedient to the warden and the rest of the 
chaplains or the more part of the same, shall be amoved from 
year to year, and another shall be chosen in his place as is afore 
set.

And if it happen that the warden of the said chapel for the 
time being die, or that the same wardenship be for any reason 
void, the sub-warden for the time being during such voidance 
shall have and exercise the place of the warden aforesaid both in 
choir and without, in the lands, tenements, stock, and other 
property to the same chapel in what sort soever appertaining, in 
things spiritual and also in all things temporal. And for the time of 
such voidance he shall render an account in common before the 
sub-warden's lieutenant and the other chaplains.

But if it happen that the warden and the sub-warden die at 
one and the same time, or that their office be otherwise void, the 
sub-warden's lieutenant shall have the guardianship of things
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spiritual and temporal, and shall render an account before the 
other chaplains in the form above noted.

And I will not that I or my heirs, or any other man who 
soever, in time of any voidance of the same wardenship, after 
what manner soever it shall happen to be void, shall in any wise 
occupy, I or they by themselves or by others, seisin of any lands 
or tenements, rents or profits whatsoever bestowed or hereafter 
to be bestowed by me for the maintenance of the wardenship and 
chantries aforesaid, or intermeddle in any wise with the lands, 
tenements, advowsons, rents, profits, or property or goods what 
soever to the said chapel belonging, or lay their hands upon them 
on any alleged' pretext whatever. Nor shall my heirs also demand 
anything else in the chapel and the goods of the same, or in 
respect of the persons ministering therein, save only special 
prayers and those things which by my present ordinance are 
specially assigned to the same.

Also I will and ordain that each of the said chaplains, for 
his victuals and raiment and his other necessaries, shall, receive 
five and a half marks yearly by the hands of the warden aforesaid 
from the goods of the said chapel, after the form hereunder noted, 
except the sub-warden only, who, on account of his greater labour 
abovesaid, shall receive six marks yearly by the hands of the 
said warden from the goods aforesaid.

I will, however, that the warden, sub-warden and all and 
singular the chaplains abovesaid shall feed together in one house 
and lie down together in another to such use by me specially 
ordained.

And they shall have two serving men in common at the 
common cost, to one of whom the warden shall make provision 
of his whole salary; but necessaries shall be ministered from the 
common to the same servant as regards victuals, and to the other 
as regards both victuals and raiment. Moreover, the same 
serving men shall be received by common consent, who shall be 
bound to minister to the warden and chaplains aforesaid both at 
dinner and in other things needful. Provided, however, that 
women shall in no wise serve the same chaplains in future within 
the dwelling house of the said chaplains.

Also I will and ordain that the said warden and his successors 
shall be bound to provide the said chaplains and their household
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with grain necessary and convenient for making bread and ale 
for ever.

And that every week the several chaplains, except only the 
warden and sub-warden, shall be stewards, each in his order, and 
at the end of the week shall render in common an account of 
receipts and expenses; to the which stewards, to be appointed, as 
is aforeset, in their order, the warden for the time being shall pay 
the value of twelve pence at the beginning of every week, both 
for their own proper commons and those of the other chaplains, 
in such wise that he shall pay part of the commons in grain after 
the form above noted. But he shall pay the remaining part in cash, 
unless perchance the said chaplains will receive free 'from the said 
warden something out of the store of the manors at a suitable 
valuation; in which case that which they shall so receive shall 
pass to them in lieu of the payments abovesaid.

I will, however, and ordain that, in compensation for their 
commons, as regards the portion [which], as is afore mentioned, 
they should receive, the chaplains aforesaid shall receive from 
the warden above named every quarter of whatever kind of 
grain at a price less by two pence than that at which it is sold in 
Melton Mowbray market at the next market after the receipt of 
such grain, or elsewhere in the district, if [the next market] be 
not there. And the said chaplain shall be bound to deliver such 
grain at the aforesaid price to the chaplains aforesaid, as often 
and whensoever need be, according to the quantity of their 
commons at Kirkeby in form aforesaid.

Now the residue of all the money aforesaid, to wit, five marks 
and a half to be paid each year by the hands of the warden to the 
several chaplains, as is aforeset, the warden aforesaid shall make 
satisfaction to the same of one mark, to wit at the quinzaine2 of 
Michaelmas, and of that which is over at the quinzaine of the 
Nativity of St. John Baptist, unless, in order to deal providently 
with the same for the common advantage, they think fit to make 
another ordinance among themselves by common consent.

And if perchance they spend in any week less than twelve 
pence, it shall be restored to the same chaplains when the account 
is rendered at the end of the week; but, if more, each man shall 
spend this out of his own.

2The qutndena or fifteenth day after and including the feast.
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And if any ftne of the chaplains aforesaid be absent for the 
•whole of a week, provided that he take his meals one day in the 
week in common, he shall not on this account pay less out of his 
commons aforesaid, unless perchance he happen to be absent for 
the advantage of the chapel.

I will, however, and ordain that the warden for the time 
being, over and above his victuals abovesaid, shall, for his 
raiment, his riding equipage, his groom, and the other things 
needful for his estate, have reasonable expenses, which I will 
shall be allowed him in the account to be rendered by the same.

But if any one be voluntarily invited to dinner by the warden 
or sub-warden, or another of the chaplains aforesaid, he who has 
invited him shall pay for the same according to the amount of the 
expenses of the same week, as they shall think fit to ordain among 
themselves in common.

Also I will and ordain that the said warden and his successors 
shall be bound at their own costs to provide the said chaplains 
and the household of the said house with as much fuel in the 
bakehouse and in the kitchen also for the preparation of victuals 
and in the other places of office as is necessary.

And because in the same foundation of the chapel aforesaid 
it is well known to have been ordained that the warden for the 
time being is bound at his own costs to find a clerk or clerks to 
do service at the divine offices in the aforesaid chapel, according 
as it shall seem expedient to the decision of an honest man, I will 
and ordain that there shall be two clerks at least in the chapel 
aforesaid, one of whom shall have his victuals out of the common; 
but the warden aforesaid shall be bound to find suits of apparel 
and other necessaries both for him and for the other clerk. And 
the clerks aforesaid shall do service in all things, as they are 
bound, to the warden and chaplains aforesaid, both in the chapel 
and in the house.

Also I will and ordain that the said warden and his successors 
shall be bound to find all manner of house utensils for the said 
chaplains in the hall, kitchen, bakehouse and other places of 
office, and the table cloths also and towels that are necessary in 
the same hall for ever, and to repair and roof the houses and 
buildings of the manors, and the dwelling place wherein the 
aforesaid chaplains dwell and the several houses of the same, and
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also the chapel aforesaid when need be and all else that appertains 
to the same out of the costs of the said chapel.

Now on the festivals hereunder written, to wit, those of St. 
Michael the Archangel,3 All Saints,4 the Nativity of our Lord,5 
His Circumcision,6 the Epiphany of our Lord,7 the Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin,8 St. Peter in the Chair, 9 the Annunciation of 
blessed Mary, 10 Easter, St. John before the Latin gate,11 the 
Ascension of our Lord, Pentecost, Trinity, the Nativity of St. 
John Baptist, 12 the apostles Peter and Paul,13 the translation of 
St. Thomas the Martyr, 14 St. Mary Magdalene,15 St. Margaret,16 
St. Peter at Chains, 17 the Assumption of blessed Mary the Virgin1* 
and the Nativity of the same, 19 the warden aforesaid and his 
successors shall be bound out of the store of the manors to find 
one course for the chaplains aforesaid over and above the afore 
said commons, if the resources of the chapel allow of this.

And on the same days all and sundry the warden for the 
time being shall celebrate high mass, those days excepted on 
which, as follows, he is bound to celebrate solemnly in the parish, 
church aforesaid.

Also I will and ordain that the warden, sub-warden and the 
rest of the chaplains aforesaid shall wear a decent round tonsure, 
so that they have their ears exposed and a wide crown; and they 
shall wear raiment of a certain colour, to wit of burnet, perse or 
russet only, 20 on such wise to wit that, so far as possible for them, 
they shall be clad daily in cloth of one colour of the aforesaid and 
of one suit. And the upper coats of the same all and singular 
shall be closed and likewise reach to the heels; and every one of 
them shall have a mantle of black hue with a white key on the 
left hand side of the mantle aforesaid; and this they shall wear 
always and everywhere in the place of their habit, save when they 
shall be engaged in the divine office in the said chapel;

for then all and singular in future shall go about with a

329 Sept. «1 Nov. 525 Dec.
61 Jan. 76 Jan. «2 Feb.
922 Feb., the festival of St. Peter's enthronement at Antioch. His-

enthronement at Rome was celebrated on 18 Jan. 
i"25 March. "6 May. 1224 June. 
«29 June. "7 July. "22 July. 
1620 July. "1 August. "IS August. 
198 Sept. 
20A11 dark colours, dark brown, navy blue, and brownish red.
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surplice and a Mack cope, 21 after the manner of vicars of cathe 
dral churches.

And such black mantle shall every chaplain at his' entrance 
bring with him, together with a suit of one of the colours afore 
said, and a surplice, at his own costs, to be appointed to the use 
abovesaid, as is aforeset. But the warden shall be bound to find 
for every chaplain at his entrance a black cope with a black 
furred almuce22 out of the goods of the chapel abovesaid.

And because these things which in the first foundation were 
ordained with regard to divine service must altogether be altered 
because of the number of the chaplains aforesaid who are now- 
added, I will and ordain that the chaplains all and singular shall 
be present at the canonical hours in form following; to wit, they 
shall say every day matins and the canonical hours of the day 
with song, and they shall say the hours of the blessed Virgin 
Mary in the chapel of blessed'Peter abovesaid, on such wise to 
wit that they shall say vespers and also matins of the day with 
song every day.

But they shall say the penitential psalms with the litany and 
commendation at some hour of the day in the said chapel or even 
without it wheresoever they will, when they have time and this 
is held to be expedient for them.

And daily before vespers in choir they shall say Placebo and 
Dirige for me and Alice my wife, my heirs and the others more 
fully contained in the aforesaid foundation and in my present 
gift, and for the souls of all the faithful departed, unless they 
omit the office of the dead out of reverence for a greater double 
feast.

And they shall ever observe due silence in choir, and shall 
speak Latin in the same whenever they wish to speak.

Also I will and ordain that the several chaplains and every 
one of them shall celebrate, they and he, masses every day, in 
such wise to wit that every day throughout the week three chap 
lains, to be appointed for this end by the warden or sub-warden, 
shall be bound to celebrate three masses: one to wit a morrow 
mass of the blessed Virgin with song about the first hour of the 
day at the high altar, at the celebration whereof six chaplains at

21I.e. the choral cope or mantle.
22The tippet worn over the shoulders, and furred at the edge, with two- 

pendants of fur in front.
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least shall be present; another a second mass thereafter of the 
office of the dead without song in the same place, at the cele 
bration whereof two at least shall be present; and the third a third 
mass of the day with song at some suitable hour in the same place, 
at the celebration whereof all shall be present, unless they be 
lawfully hindered.

I will moreover and ordain that every week one chaplain 
shall be deputed by the warden or sub- warden, who shall be bound 
to celebrate every day in the week, on one day mass of St. Michael 
the archangel, and on the next day mass of St. John Baptist at the 
altar situate on the north side of the said chapel;

and that another chaplain shall in like manner be deputed by 
the warden or sub-warden, who every day in the week shall cele 
brate one mass of St. John the Evangelist and another on alter 
native days of St. Mary Magdalene at the altar situate on the 
south side of the said chapel;

and that a third chaplain, to be deputed in the manner above- 
said, shall celebrate every day in the week mass of St. Peter at 
whatsoever altar he can in the chapel aforesaid.

But each of the other chaplains, even as also those others who 
are to be deputed to celebrate special masses, as is above aforeset, 
who have not been deputed to celebrate the masses aforesaid, shall 
every day throughout the whole week celebrate masses of the 
office of the dead for my soul and that of Alice my wife and those 
of my heirs and ancestors, and the souls of all and singular that 
are named in the said foundation, and also for the souls of the 
reverend fathers sir John of Dalderby23 and sir John of Hot- 
hum, 24 bishops of Lincoln. and Ely, after their death, and for the 
Souls of all the faithful departed, even as it is more fully expressed 
in the same foundation.

The warden also of the said chapel, as often as and when 
soever he have opportunity, shall be bound, even as the other 
chaplains also, to celebrate in his order.

And every one of the chaplains aforesaid, after what manner 
soever he celebrates, shall make special memorials of the Holy 
Spirit before the mass and of St. Michael the archangel after mass, 
unless it happen that he specially celebrates masses of the same;

of Lincoln 12 June 1300 to 5 Jan. 1319-20. 
2«Holtham was bishop of Ely 3 Oct. 1316 to 15 Jan. 1336-7.
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and neither the^varden nor the other chaplains shall in any wise 
be charged with the making of more memorials, unless out of 
devotion they think fit to make more.

In addition to this, because in the same foundation it is con 
tained that the stipendiary chaplain, the said warden's fellow, 
is bound every day to celebrate mass of the Annunciation of the 
blessed Virgin in the parish church of Kirkeby in the chapel of 
blessed Mary and St. John Baptist which I have constructed on 
the south side of the church, I will and ordain that upon all and 
sundry the same days one of the aforesaid perpetual chaplains, 
to be deputed by the warden or in his absence the sub-warden, 
shall be bound to celebrate mass of the Annunciation of the 
blessed Virgin, as is aforeset, in the place aforesaid in the parish 
church, in lieu of the same stipendiary.

The warden, moreover, for the time being, who, according 
to the form contained in the said foundation, is bound to cele 
brate solemnly at least three times in the year in the parish 
church aforesaid in the chapel of the blessed Mary and St. John 
Baptist aforesaid with song, to wit on the feast of the Annun 
ciation of blessed Mary the Virgin, on the feasts of St. John 
Baptist and blessed Mary Magdalene, shall do this same in time 
to come when he shall have opportunity, and, if he be hindered, 
shall appoint another of the chaplains aforesaid, who shall supply 
his place in such office.

And on the said day of the Annunciation every year he shall 
give to the poor one hundred and fifty farthings or bread to that 
value; and on the same day every year he shall celebrate an 
anniversary for my soul and that of Alice my wife abovesaid.

Also I will and ordain that the said wardens and each of 
the chaplains, after what manner, when and where soever they 
happen to celebrate masses, whether of the blessed Virgin or of 
the saints aforesaid, or of any others of the day or of the office 
of the dead, at the introit of the mass before the beginning of the 
office shall publicly cause prayer to be made, and shall them 
selves pray with the Lord's prayer before the beginning of the 
office following for me and Alice my wife and for the others for 
whom they are bound to pray. For me also and the said Alice my 
wife in all and sundry their masses they shall make special col 
lects, and secretly at mass shall they make special memorial of us 
before the others for whom they are bound to pray.
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Each of the chaplains also in their several masses shall make 
special collects for ever for the reverend fathers sir John of 
Dalderby and sir John of Hothum, by the grace of God bishops 
of Lincoln and Ely. All the souls moreover of those whose 
names are contained hereunder in this my present ordinance shall 
every day be commended to God by special collects in such masses 
and the other day and night offices.

And the warden and all the other chaplains abovesaid shall 
say masses and all the other canonical hours according to the 
use of the cathedral church of Salisbury25 for ever.

But, if any one of the chaplains aforesaid be not present at 
the celebrations of the masses that are to be celebrated every day 
under the form aforesaid, one of the day, at the celebration 
whereof all, as is aforeset, should be present, the second of our 
Lady and the third of the office of the dead, whereat certain of 
them should be present, in number as is aforeset, whom I will to 
be appointed for this purpose by the warden or sub-warden, and 
also if he celebrate not mass every day, for every hour from 
which he is absent he shall lose a halfpenny, and for the mass of 
the day, if anyone be not present, for mass of the blessed Virgin 
and of the office of the dead, if any one of those appointed for 
this purpose happen to be absent, or if any one of the chaplains 
aforesaid celebrate not mass every day, he shall lose a penny of 
his commons, unless he be hindered by weakness or other lawful 
reason to be approved by the said warden, or unless perchance 
he be in receipt of a licence as regards this from the same warden 
or sub-warden. And I will that they shall incur these penalties, 
if they come not into choir to perform their office before the end 
of the first psalm at matins and the other canonical hours, and 
the beginning of Kyrie eleison at masses.

Also I will and ordain that, both at matins and at the other 
canonical hours, and also at the masses of the day and of the 
blessed Virgin at least, they shall cause to be rung and shall ring 
a certain bell, at which they shall rise and also go to bed, so to 
wit that from Michaelmas until the feast of Easter they shall rise 
at dawn, and from the feast of Easter until Michaelmas soon after 
sunrise, and shall begin the canonical hours and chant them 
together, as above is expressed.

25The use of Sarum was by this time beginning to supersede local diocesan 
uses.
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The wardA also shall ordain one of the aforesaid chaplains, 
who shall have the keeping of the relics, muniments and other 
treasure of the said chapel and shall have the name of 
treasurer, and another one of the said chaplains who shall have 
charge of the lighting of the same chapel, and shall keep the 
books and vestments and other ornaments of the said chapel, and 
shall find lights at the cost of the warden, and shall ring or cause 
the bells to be rung at the due hours, and shall have the name of 
sacrist; and these shall be removed from year to year at the 
warden's will according to their behaviour in their office.

Also because the wardenship of the same chapel and the 
goods of the same is clearly known to appertain in the first place 
to the warden of the said chapel for the time being, I will and 
ordain that every warden for the time being shall twice in each 
year, or at any rate once at least, render an account in common 
of the goods of the said chapel before the sub-warden and the 
other chaplains, that so evidence may be had of the warden's 
diligence in the premises; and, if any goods be left over, they 
shall go to the increase of the store of the lands and tenements of 
the said chapel, yet on such wise that some sufficient portion 
shall be reserved in the treasury for the defence of the right of 
the said chapel, and whatever is left shall be faithfully applied 
to the profit and increase aforesaid of the said chapel.

Moreover the same warden shall not make any testament at 
all of the goods of the said chapel; and therefore as soon as he 
has been admitted to the said wardenship, in the presence of all 
the chaplains of the chapel aforesaid he shall make by indenture 
a faithful inventory of his goods which he brings with him; of 
the which indenture one part shall remain in the possession of 
the same warden, and the other in the possession of the same 
chaplains in safe keeping. And of such his goods he shall make 
his testament freely, provided that he leave the goods of the said 
chapel in a better or in as good a state as that wherein he found 
them, and that he have not of his own fault contracted debt with 
others in the name of the said chapel. And the same shall be 
observed, if it happen that such warden shall demise the warden- 
ship aforesaid in his lifetime by resignation or on any other wise.

But the other chaplains shall freely make testament of their 
goods as they will, thinking chiefly of the profit and honour of 
the chapel aforesaid.
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Now the warden aforesaid shall have a separate chamber of 
his own specially appointed for this end, for receiving the ser- 
jeants' accounts and laying up, keeping and also repairing his 
other necessaries and those of the chapel aforesaid.

He shall have moreover a household necessary to himself 
and for his office, to be moderately ordained with the common 
consent of himself and the chaplains aforesaid, or at any rate the 
more part of the same, which shall have its suitable liveries from 
the goods of the chapel. And if it shall please the warden to 
have some of such household in common, he shall make satis 
faction for their victuals even as they shall think fit to take order 
for the time being with common consent among themselves.

And the same warden shall in no wise hold feasts or assem 
blies of his friends at the costs of the chapel, unless perchance 
with the common consent of the other chaplains they think fit 
so to do because of the advantage of the chapel. I will, however, 
that the same warden and the other chaplains, whenever it shall 
happen that they or any one of them is absent on the business of 
the same chapel and incurs any expenses, shall have such 
expenses, apart from the premises, out of the goods of the chapel 
aforesaid.

Also, if the warden for the time being be hindered by old 
age or continual disease, so that he is unable to fulfil those things 
that are incumbent upon his office, I will and ordain that the other 
chaplains by common consent, or at any rate with that of the more 
part of the same, shall immediately elect from themselves a coad 
jutor who shall be the most sufficient, and shall present him to 
the diocesan of the place; and he who is thus presented shall be 
deputed to be coadjutor by the bishop of the place, and he shall 
have power to perform and exercise the office of warden in all 
things according to the requirements of law, and be bound at his 
own risk to render an account in manner aforesaid.

And for the time during which the same warden, as is afore- 
set, shall be in need of a coadjutor, he shall have a suitable 
serving man to whom I will that all necessaries in victual and 
raiment, if opportunity present itself, shall be ministered out of 
the goods of the said chapel.

And because, as it is aforeset, all and sundry the chaplains 
shall be perpetual, if it happen that one of them be weak, broken 
by old age, or otherwise hindered by lasting and continual disease,
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so that he is unable to celebrate his mass and perform the rest of 
the duty incumbent upon him, the warden for the time being 
shall be bound to find victual for him in form aforesaid and only 
half a mark yearly. But from the remainder of his salary and 
from the other goods of the said chapel, if they be sufficient, in 
place of him and of all others, as is aforeset, who are thus sick 
or hindered, shall other chaplains be substituted, who shall have 
power to fill in all things the places of such persons sick or 
hindered.

And all such infirm persons and others who have been unable 
to come regularly to choir and perform their office shall dwell in a 
separate house specially appointed to this end, which shall have 
the name of the infirmary, and shall lie down, eat together and 
drink in the same, if they cannot go thereout to their profit or 
honour.

In addition to this, for the maintenance of the said warden 
and chaplains, at their first coming, and that their lands and 
tenements bestowed upon them by me, both in the first founda 
tion and in the present gift, may not lie untilled or be without 
store, and that they may not be without provision of divers imple 
ments necessary to them, I have given and granted to the same 
warden and chaplains diverse goods and chattels for the storing 
of their lands and tenements aforesaid, and for the necessaries of 
their house and chapel aforesaid, with the goods bestowed upon 
the same in the first foundation, to wit at Kirkeby the whole crop 
of three carucates of land sown, with the whole of the hay adjacent 
to the said land, six cart-horses of the price of eight pounds, 
twelve oxen for the plough of the price of nine pounds, six 
draught-horses of the price of sixty shillings, sixteen cows and 
one bull of the price of eleven pounds six shillings and eightpence, 
two hundred sheep by the little hundred26 of the price of twenty 
pounds, twelve swine of the price of twenty four shillings, six 
ploughs of the price of five shillings, two carts bound with iron 
of the price of twenty shillings, six brass pots of the price of forty 
shillings, leaden vessels both within and without the kiln of the 
price of forty shillings ,wooden vessels in the brewhouse and bake 
house of the price of twenty shillings, table cloths, towels and 
other small necessaries for the offices to the value of twenty 
shillings, two mazers of the price of twenty shillings.

26I.e. exactly a hundred. The great or long hundred for purposes of 
trade was 120.
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I have given also to the same for the chapel aforesaid four 
breviaries whereof one is a great one and is contained in two 
volumes of the price of a hundred shillings, and the three other 
breviaries are worth six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence. 
Also a legend of the price of forty shillings, and four grayles in 
which are contained tropers of the price of twenty shillings. Also 
three tropers by themselves of the price of ten shillings, one 
antiphoner of the price of five shillings, two psalters of the price 
of fourteen shillings, four good missals of the price of six pounds 
thirteen shillings and fourpence. Also four chalices silver gilt 
of the price of eight pounds, one copper censer of the price of 
four shillings, two silver phials of the price of five shillings. Also 
four pairs of vestments with copes, chasubles, tunicles, dalmatics, 
albs, amices, stoles and maniples of the price of ten pounds. Also 
six other pairs of vestments of the price of sixty shillings. Also 
four pairs of corporals with four good burses of silk of the price of 
twenty shillings. Also a cloth of gold and another of silk of the 
price of sixteen shillings. Also sixteen towels for the altar of 
the price of twenty shillings, and a frontal with images of the 
price of five shillings. Also four score relics of divers saints with 
four phials of crystal with feet of silver gilt. Also four crosses, 
whereof one is a great one of jet with a golden image, and three 
are smaller of silver gilt, wherein are divers relics of saints and 
of the cross of our I/ord.

Also I have given and granted to the same warden and chap 
lains at Bukemynstre the whole crop of two carucates of land 
sown, with the whole of the hay to the said manor adjacent, with 
four cart-horses of the price of four pounds, eight oxen for 
ploughs of the price of six pounds, four draught-horses of the 
price of thirty shillings, twenty cows and a bull of the price of 
fourteen pounds, two hundred of sheep by the little hundred of 
the price of twenty pounds, six swine of the price of twelve shil 
lings. Also carts, ploughs and other small things in the said 
manor of the price of thirty shillings.

All and sundry the which goods and chattels abovesaid I will 
that the said warden and chaplains and their successors shall have 
and hold in'form abovesaid.

Now I will and ordain that the said warden shall well and 
diligently order and dispose all the profits by me or by another 
bestowed or hereafter to be bestowed for the maintenance of the
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chantries in the* same chapel, and of the chaplains celebrating in 
the same, to the advantage of the said chapel and of the chaplains 
aforesaid, as is aforeset. He shall roof and repair the chapel 
and houses as is aforesaid, and shall also be bound to preserve 
the chalices, books, vestments and ornaments, the stock and all 
other the goods by these presents bestowed by me or hereafter 
to be bestowed by another upon the said chapel, himself and the 
chaplains aforesaid in at least as good a state as that in which he 
has received them, and to amend at his own costs, and if need* 
be to repair anew the defaults which by the use of the same, 
murrain, old age or other chance shall happen, that so every 
warden in future shall have at least as many and as great goods 
as by my present gift are clearly known to have been bestowed 
above upon the said chapel, warden and chaplains.

I will also for certain reasons that this prerogative shall 
belong to my heirs in future, that, as often as it shall happen that 
the same my heirs shall be present after my death in the town of 
Kirkeby, some one chaplain who for the time shall be best able to 
have leisure for this shall be deputed or appointed by the warden 
or sub-warden of the said chapel, who shall be able to celebrate 
mass in the same chapel for my heirs every day; and for the cele 
bration of such mass he shall wait for my heirs as they determine, 
provided that he perform such mass appointed and usual to the 
said chaplains before the hour of dinner, beyond which I will 
that the chaplain deputed for this purpose shall in no wise wait 
for my heirs.

Also the warden and the other chaplains shall in no wise sell, 
lease or otherwise alienate the immovable goods of the said 
chapel, liveries or corrodies,27 bonds or any other charges for ever 
or for no small time after my death, save for any serious and 
necessary reasons, which must first be set forth to the bishop of 
Lincoln for the time being, and to his chapter of Lincoln and be 
approved by the same, by whose express consent and with that 
of my heirs also the premises shall be done, if their doing be 
imminent.

And for the doing of the premises and the like in the name 
of the said chapel and for the other perpetual acts of the same,

27See, for the nature of these charges, Trams. Leic. Archaeol. Soc. xiv, 
114-134.
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I will and ordain that the said wardens and chaplains aforesaid 
shall have a common seal, whose form and impression I have 
caused to be made, to remain in the possession of the said warden 
and chaplains for ever.

And because, by reason of the ill keeping of seals, deceit and 
evil doing are well known to happen daily, I will and ordain that 
such warden and the several chaplains aforesaid shall each have 
a key, and the dean and chapter aforesaid shall have one key, 
on such wise that the seal aforesaid shall remain under the keeping 
of all, without whose consent all and singular nothing at all shall 
be sealed with the seal abovesaid.

I will, however, that during my life the key of the said dean 
and chapter shall remain in my possession, so that, whenever I 
see it to be expedient for the profit of the chapel, I may be able 
to make contracts, to acquire, charge and also if need be to alter 
any things to the same chapel appertaining.

And if any bond, charge upon lands or tenements, alienation 
of rights, rents or possessions for ever, for a term or for life, be 
made after my death by the said warden, chaplains or any one of 
them under another seal or under the same also, unless with the 
consent of the persons aforesaid and with the solemnity aforesaid, 
they shall ipso jure be null and have no sort of effect. And the 
said warden and the rest of the chaplains whosoever who consent 
to such bond, charge or alienation in any other manner than as is 
aforeset, shall ipso facto be deprived and utterly amoved from the 
chapel aforesaid, plainly without wrangling and judicial form, 
appeal, restitution to integrity, plaint and every other remedy of 
law being entirely forbidden to them.

And because those things that are ordained for the great 
honour and increase of divine worship oftentimes, by reason of 
the transgression of ministers, tend to the reproach of men and the 
stumbling-block of very many, I will and ordain that all and 
singular the chaplains aforesaid shall observe without breach all 
and sundry the articles inserted in these presents, so far as to 
them appertains.

And no one of them shall be a haunter of taverns; no one 
shall go by himself in the town or outside the town without a 
companion or at any rate without a groom; and no one shall be 
a brawler, provoking his fellows to wrath or stirring up abuse 
among them. No one shall defame another or speak any insulting
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words of him in any place. No one, by reason of his transgression 
or his evil life or also in any sort of way for any other reason, shall 
fraudulently seek occasion not to celebrate mass or be present at 
the other hours, or not to do those things that are clearly known 
to appertain to his office.

Also no one shall in any way waste the goods of the said 
chapel in special or in general, in meat or in drink or in other 
things by himself or by others, but shall be zealous to preserve 
the same with all his might; and every one shall be obedient to 
the warden and his lieutenant, even as it is above expressed.

Also no chaplain shall lay violent hands upon one of his 
fellows or a serving man, nor shall he also play any unhonest 
game with him. Every one shall refrain from keeping company 
with women and from holding talk with the same in the chapel 
or elsewhere, and from other unlawful company-keeping and 
from unhonest words. No one shall roam about by night in the 
town or elsewhere, but he shall return,home at a befitting hour 
and stay there. And no one shall roam about through the market 
place or markets, unless for a lawful cause he have first asked 
and obtained leave through the warden or sub-warden.

No one of them moreover shall make unlawful conspiracies 
or confederacies together, so as to take part against their fellows 
in such things as are clearly known to appertain not at all to the 
advantage of the chapel.

And in short no one shall commit any act or speak any words 
or do anything else which, according to the decision of the 
warden or his lieutenant, shall in any wise be capable of tending 
to a form of transgression; but, if he do this, he shall be most 
severely punished, apart from the penalties above expressed, by 
decision of the warden or his lieutenant.

But if any one of the chaplains aforesaid be a haunter of 
taverns, a wanderer by himself, a brawler or be found a breeder 
of insult, a defamer with insulting or unhonest words, a frequenter 
of the market place and markets in manner other than is aforesaid, 
a roamer by night, a chatterer with women, or a doer of things 
like unto these, and if he be convicted in chapter touching these 
things or any one of them, he shall utterly lose a moiety of his 
commons for that week wherein he is first convicted touching the 
premises. But if he be convicted a second time, he shall lose his 
entire commons for the week wherein he is convicted. And, if
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he be convicted a third time, he shall altogether lose the residue 
to be paid to him over and above his commons. And if at a fourth 
time he be found incorrigible, he shall be amoved from the said 
chapel for ever.

But as regards the other transgressions and unrulinesses 
above named and things like unto these or of more importance, if 
any one of them be convicted for the first time, he shall lose his 
entire commons for one week, and if for the second time, for two 
weeks. If, having been convicted a third time, he be found 
incorrigible, he shall straightway be amoved from the chapel 
aforesaid plainly, without clamour or judicial form, when it shall 
appear that he is convicted of incorrigibility, after announcement 
has been 'made to the diocesan of the place by the warden, my 
heirs or other interested persons also, notwithstanding any appeal 
or gainsaying of his as regards the premises.

And in order that they who perpetrate such transgressions 
and the like may be convicted by means of justice before the 
warden and the rest of the fellows, and that the business affairs 
of the community and chapel aforesaid may be treated, when need 
be, in common, I will and ordain that the said warden, sub-warden 
and the other chaplains shall come together in the chapel afore 
said, until there be another suitable place ordained for this pur 
pose, at a due hour on at least two days in each week, shutting 
out all other persons, in order to celebrate chapter, and shall hold 
chapter in the same place, at the which they shall hold treaty 
in common both concerning the transgressions of individual 
persons, as is aforeset, and concerning the common businesses of 
the said chapel, if any come up, and also concerning other com 
mon subjects for discussion, and any businesses whatsoever that 
are clearly known to concern the same community or the chapel 
aforesaid, shall punish transgressors, and shall ordain, dispatch 
and dispose the same matters by common consent in the soundest 
and best way that shall seem to them most expedient to the 
honour of God and themselves and to the advantage of the chapel 
aforesaid.

In the same chapter also diligent inquiry shall be made by 
the warden or his lieutenant whether the articles inserted in this 
my present gift and ordinance, which I will shall be drawn out in 
summary form and read in due manner in every chapter, or once 
a fortnight at least on a Friday, are observed in all their parts.
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And if any one fte found in fault as regards these, on that account 
by reason of the oath which he has taken to observe the same, of 
which there is full mention above, he shall render himself 
incapable ipso facto.

Diligent enquiry moreover shall be made in every chapter 
whether any man have been found a transgressor as regards the 
aforeset shortcomings above named, more or less, or any like 
unto these, and he shall be thoroughly punished after the form 
above noted, or more heavily, if it shall seem expedient to the 
warden or his lieutenant, with the exception of the penances to be 
imposed on the same for such offences by the diocesan of the 
place and the dean and chapter aforesaid, when they shall happen 
to visit the same chapel.

And, that the abundant growth of thorns and nettles may not 
supplant and root up the seed of moral good, I pray and beseech 
the bishop of the place for the time being and the dean and 
chapter of Lincoln aforesaid in the bowels of Jesus Christ that 
they will very often visit the chapel aforesaid and the chaplains 
of the same, and for the increase and perpetual preservation of 
this my present ordinance will make diligent inquiries and correct 
what should be corrected and reform what should be reformed.

And if the warden or any one of the chaplains be found a 
transgressor of this my present ordinance in any one of its 
articles, he shall be punished as a perjurer and on that account 
shall be amoved from the chapel abovesaid for ever. And the 
same shall be observed if the warden aforesaid or any one of the 
chaplains aforesaid be found a dilapidator of the goods of the said 
chapel.

And, that the first foundation aforesaid and those things that 
are inserted in these presents may not be consigned to forgetful- 
ness, and that there may be no sort of pretence of ignorance in 
this behalf, I will and ordain that the said foundation and this 
present writing shall be completely read through at certain terms 
in every year, to wit in the chapters next after the quinzaine of 
our Lord's Nativity, Easter, the Nativity of St. John Baptist and 
St. Michael the archangel.

Also, that no matter of doubt may be able to arise in future 
touching the premises and the other matters contained in the first 
foundation, I will and ordain that all and sundry the matters con 
tained in this my present gift and above expressed shall be faith-
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fully observed in all their particulars. And if any forms, con 
ditions or ordinances shall be found in the same first foundation, 
other than are here expressed, they shall be altogether without 
abiding force.

I will, however, that some one of the chaplains aforesaid 
shall be deputed by the warden or his lieutenant to read from 
the Bible, the legend of the saints or some honest treatise at 
dinner every day.

Now these are the names of the persons, with the rest above 
contained, for whom the warden and the chaplains abovesaid are 
bound to pray and make supplication in all and sundry their 
masses, of what [office] or kind soever, and wheresoever they are 
to be celebrated as is aforeset, for ever under the above form noted, 
to wit for the soul of the lord Edward, by the grace of God the 
son of the illustrious king Edward, king of England, and the 
souls of brothers Richard of Pauely and William of Tothale and 
for the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England, and also of 
Richard of Whatton and Agnes his wife, master John of Stret- 
ford,28 John of Horkestouwe, clerks, Roger Beler my grandfather 
and Alice his wife, Robert of Dalby and Amice his wife, Ralph 
Beler of Kettleby, Thomas Wake, Maud of Houby, John of 
Houby, and for the souls of the most noble man the lord Thomas, 
earl of Lancaster and Leycester, and of Robert of Holande, John 
de Moubray, William of Bukemynstre, Ralph Beler, clerk, and 
Simon of Shepeye, chaplain.

And that in time to come the evil intents of men, which 
increase day by day, may be frustrated, and this my ordinance 
may be most firmly and healthfully observed in all its articles, on 
behalf of almighty God and of the blessed Virgin Mary his 
mother, St. John Baptist, St. Peter prince of the apostles and all 
the saints of God, I inhibit and also interdict, so far as I may, all 
my heirs whomsoever, under threat of my curse, and all other of 
Christ's faithful, from altering, destroying or annulling my 
present ordinance in part or in whole, or in any wise gainsaying 
the same my ordinance or maliciously hindering the same in any 
way whatsoever.

In witness whereof I have set my seal to this present writing 
of my grant and ordinance.

28Afterwards bishop of Winchester and archbishop of Canterbury.
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These beirfg witnesses : brother William of Brackeleye, abbot 
of Croxton;29sirs John Hamelyn, Simon of Hereford, William 
Brabazoun, knights; Ralph Beler, Robert Turuey, Robert Paynel, 
Robert Orger of Melton, Simon Hauberk, Thomas of Arreby, 
William le Butiller, William of Sixtenby, Walter Prest of Melton, 
Hugh of Dalby, Nicholas of Overton, Lawrence of Gouteby, 
Roger Fucher, John Base, John Bernard, and many others.

Given at Kirkeby upon Wrethk on Sunday next after the 
feast of St. Bartholomew the apostle30 in the year of our I/ord one 
thousand three hundred and nineteen, and in the year of the reign 
of king Edward, the son of king Edward, the thirteenth.31

29Qccurs as abbot 1310-1319 (Anglo-Premonstratensia [Royal Hist. Soc.]
ii, 147. 

3031 August.
s document is rehearsed in an inspeximus and confirmation of
Edward II, issued at York, 15 October, 1319. A small portion of it
is printed in Monasticon vi (1), pp. 512-514, from the patent roll
entry, Cal. Pat. Rolls 1317-1321, pp. 392-3.



III.
Appropriation of the Parish Church 

of Kyrkby super Wrethek
(Reg. Ill, fo. 345.)

John, by divine permission bishop of Lincoln, to our beloved 
sons in Christ, the wardens and chaplains of the chapel of blessed 
Peter newly ordained and founded in the parish of the parish 
church of Kirkeby super Wrethek, health, grace and blessing. 
Your devout affection subject to which you do service to the Lord 
of virtues urgently demands that pontifical authority should 
cherish you and your house with kindly favour and further them 
with the grace that is well known to be of timely aid to your 
needs, As we learn, therefore, that the rents and profits of your 
house aforesaid, which is situate hard by the public street, are 
so scanty and slender that you, who are thirteen chaplains in 
number, cannot support out of them the burdens incumbent upon 
you and keep due hospitality; and when we consider the heavy 
charges that lie on you, and which in time to come, as the wicked 
ness of the world increases, we fear must be more heavily laid 
upon you, and the no small expense which you must lay out 
over the construction of your house lately begun, as is aforesaid, 
and also over the structure of the chapel aforesaid, which is not 
yet built, before the completion of the same, for meeting which 
things your own resources do not suffice, unless aid be furnished 
from outside by the aid of some pious means of supply,.even as- 
we have learned from inquiry which we have caused to be made 
in this behalf : when we regard also the increase of divine worship 
which is the principal object of your devotion and of the intention 
of the founder, who out of extreme devotion has in many respects 
emptied himself over such his foundation, and by reason thereof 
has by this time exhausted his temporal goods in no small 
measure; and since for this reason we reckon it agreeable to piety 
to augment your revenues, so that you may more freely be able to 
attend upon and have leisure for divine worship, and more easily 
maintain the works aforesaid, the said parish church of Kirkeby, 
which is of your patronage and in the parish whereof you are
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set and founded, and the revenues and rents of the which parish 
church are for the more part very near to and in the neighbour 
hood of your house, so that, as we have learned, such rents and 
revenues, which are not without the parish but within it, may 
be applied more than is usual to the uses of the parishioners and 
and poor of the same parish, together with all its rights and 
appurtenances, with the consent of the dean and chapter of our 
church of Lincoln and our coadjutor, after previous solemn and 
earnest discussion with our chapter aforesaid, and observance of 
the legal order which is required in this behalf, with consider 
ation of the causes aforeset and of other evident necessities as 
well as advantages which are imminent in this behalf, con 
cerning which also full assurance has been made to us in form 
of law, we by our pontifical authority, so far as appertains to 
us, do grant and also assign to you and the chapel aforesaid for 
your proper uses, to the easier support of the said burdens aad 
of the other matters incumbent upon the ordination of the 
chantry of the said chapel. So that, on the cession or decease 
of the present rector of the said church, you may have power, 
by the authority of us or our successors, freely to take hold of or 
to obtain posssesion of the same with all its rights and appurten 
ances; on such wise however that the cure of the said church 
shall be transferred to the warden of the said house and his 
successors, to be canonically presented thereto in due form to 
us and our successors in time to come for ever, and that the same 
church shall not be defrauded of its due and accustomed services, 
the cure of souls shall be exercised therein in the wonted fashion, 
and the charges incumbent on the same shall be acknowledged 
by you. In witness whereof our seal is appended to these 
presents. Done and given at Stowe Park on the fifth of Sep 
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand three hundred and 
nineteen, and of our consecration the twentieth.



IV.

Lists of Wardens and Chaplains 
with dates of institution.

I. Wardens.

1315, 15 Sept. WILLIAM SPYGORNELL, priest, pres. by 
Roger Beler of Kirkeby to the perpetual wardenship of the 
chapel of St. Peter of Kirkeby and of the chantry in the 
same. Instituted at Stow Park as perpetual chaplain with 
the charge of ministering in person and of continual resi 
dence, saving in all things the episcopal customs and the 
dignity of the church of Lincoln, etc. (Reg. Ill, fo. 213).

Mag. JOHN OF KIRKEBY. No institution recorded.

1338, 4 Aug. EDMUND OF COLSTON, priest, pres. by the 
chapter of the church of Lincoln, on death of mag. John of 
Kirkeby. Instituted at Northampton: mandate for in 
duction directed to the official of the archdeacon of 
Leicester. (Reg. IV, fo. 152 d.) See first stall on left of 
choir.

1335, 21 Dec. PETER of COTESMOR, chaplain-fellow (con- 
capellanus) of the collegiate chapel of Kirkeby (see second 
stall on left of choir), pres. by Roger Wisman the sub- 
warden and the rest of the chaplains to the office of coad 
jutor of sir Edmund, warden of the said chapel, and for 
the administration of the spiritualities and temporalities of 
the same. Inst. at Stow Park, with letters patent testi 
monial under the bishop's seal ad catisas. (Reg. IX, fo. 
363 d.)

1357, 29 Oct. WALTER OF SLOTHEBY, chaplain of the col 
legiate chapel, (see fourth stall on left of choir), pres. as 
before to the office of coadjutor, etc., as before. Inst. at 
Buckden, 1 etc., as before. (Ibid. fo. 368 d.)

iThe episcopal manor-house in Huntingdonshire, 3 miles S.W. of 
Huntingdon.
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1359, 31 Dec* ROGER WISMAN, priest, pres. by Alice who 
was the wife of Roger Beler t kt., deceased, and Roger son. 
of the same Roger, to the wardenship and cure, etc., on 
the death of Edmund of Colston. Inst. at Lincoln : mand. 
ind. to the dean of Framlond. 2 (Ibid. fo. 372 d.) See 
sixth stall on left of choir.

II. Second Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319. 2 Sept. WILLIAM OF RAKEDALE,3 priest, pres. by the 

dean and chapter of Lincoln. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. 
Ill, fo. 344 d.)

1320. 16 Nov. JOHN OF ESTHORP,4 priest, pres. by Roger 
Beler, on res. of William of Rakedale. Inst. at Dadyng- 
ton, 4a with mand. ind. to the dean of Framland. (Reg. IV, 
fo. 111.)

1322-3, 23 Jan. RICHARD OF BUCKINGHAM, priest, pres. 
by sir Roger Beler, kt., on death of John of Eston (sic.) 
Inst. at Eycle, 5 with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. 
(Ibid. fo. 116.)

1325, 20 Oct. RICHARD LE PALMER of Kirkeby, priest, 
pres. by dean and chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Richard 
of Buckyngham. Inst. at Gloucester, with mand. ind. as 
in foregoing. (Ibid. fo. 121 d.)

1347, 14 May. ROBERT OF MELTON, chaplain, pres. by the 
chapter of Lincoln, on death (26 April) of Richard Palmere. 
Inst. at Melton Mowbray, in pursuance of commission 
from mag. William Bachiler, canon of Lincoln and official 
sede -vacante, to John, vicar of Melton, 9 May. (Reg. VI, 
fo. 46 d.)

1349, 25 June. SIMON OF GRANEBY,6 priest, pres. by the 
sub-dean and chapter of Lincoln, on death of Robert of 
Melton. Inst. at Thornton, 7 with mand. ind. to the arch 
deacon's official. (Reg. IX, fo. 342.)

2J.e. Framland.
3Ragdale.
4Frobably Bastthorpe in the parish of Bottesford.
laidentity uncertain.
SRagle, near Lincoln.
sGranby.
TThornton abbey in North Lincolnshire.
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1350, 12 Sept. THOMAS OF EDELYVAD (sic), priest, at the 
bishop's collation owing to lapse of time, on death of Simon 
of Graneby. Inst. at Stow Park, with mand. ind. to the 
dean of Framland. (Ibid. to. 351.)

1354, 7 Oct. ROBERT WHITSIDE, priest, at bishop's collation 
as before. No cause of vacancy. Inst. at the Old Temple, 
London, with mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. 
(Ibid. fo. 360.)

III. Third Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. ROBERT OF ROTHEWELL, priest, pres. by the 

dean and chapter of Lincoln. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. 
Ill, fo. 344 d.)

JOHN OF LOUDHAM. No institution recorded.

1336, 23 Oct. WALTER RAVENESTON OF BUCKINGHAM, 
pres. by the chaplain (sic) of the church of Lincoln, on res. 
of John of Loudham. Inst. at York, with mand. ind. to the 
archdeacon's official. (Reg. IV, fo. 145.)

1339, 15 Nov. JOHN OF GERSYNDON,8 priest, pres. by the 
chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Walter Buckingham. Inst. 
at Lincoln. (Ibid. S. 154 d, 155.)

1341, 16 June. ROBERT FORMAN OF HAMELDON,9 priest, 
pres. as before, on res. of John. Inst. at Lincoln, with 
mand. ind. to the master of the chantry. (Ibid. ff. 159 d., 
160.)

1350, 12 Sept. PETER OF BOSEWORTH, priest, at the 
bishop's collation owing to lapse, on death of Robert of 
Hameldon. Inst. at Stow Park, with mand. ind. to the 
dean of Framland. (Reg. IX, fo. 351.)

1353, 23 Nov. RICHARD OF ALYNGTON, 10 priest, pres. by 
the sub-dean and chapter of Lincoln, in the dean's absence, 
on exchange of the church of Sibertoft with Peter of Bose-

SGarsington, Oxon.
9Probably Hambledon in Rutland.
10Probably Alling^on in Lincolnshire.
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worth. Inst. at Spaldewik, 11 with mand. ind. to the 
warden of the chapel. (Ibid. fo. 359.)

IV. Fourth Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. JOHN BLUET, priest, pres, by the dean and 

chapter of Lincoln. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. Ill, fo. 
344 d.)

ADAM OF OUTHEBY. 12 No institution recorded.

1335, 15 Dec. THOMAS OF OXTON, priest, pres. by the 
chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Adam of Outheby. Inst. at 
York, with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. (Reg. 
IV, fo. 143.)

1341, 29 July. ROBERT OF ESTBRIGFORD, 13 priest, pres. as 
before, on res. of Thomas Oxton. Inst. at Lincoln, with 
mand. ind. to the master of the chapel. (Ibid. ff. 158 d. 
159.)

1353, 23 June. JOHN MARMYON, priest, pres. by the sub- 
dean and chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Robert of Brugge- 
ford. Inst. at Stow Park, with mand. ind. as before. 
(Reg. IX, fo. 356 d.)

V. Fifth Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. THOMAS OF EDDYNGLEYE, 14 priest, pres. by 

the dean and chapter of Lincoln. Inst.. at Stow Park. 
(Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

ADAM OF HETHERYNGTON. No institution recorded.

1328, 8 April. WALTER OF SUTWYK, 15 priest, pres. as 
before, on death of Adam of Hetheryngton. Inst at Lin 
coln, with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. (Reg. 
IV, fo. 124.)

"Spaldwick, Hunts., 7 miles W. of Huntingdon.
iSQadby.
i3East Bridgford, Notts.
^Probably Edingley, Notts.
isi.e. Southwick.



ig8 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

1337. 3 Dec. JOHN OF ULSEBY,16 priest, pres. by the sub- 
dean and chapter of Lincoln, on res. of last chaplain. Inst. 
at Kirkeby super Wrethk, with mand. ind. to the warden 
of the chapel. (Ibid. fo. 150.)

1338. 3 June. THOMAS OF MALTHORPE," priest, pres. by 
the chapter of Lincoln, on exchange of the vicarage of the 
church of Claxby18 with John of Ulceby. Inst. at Lincoln, 
with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. (Ibid. f. 
150 d.)

1338-9, 14 Feb. ROBERT son of ROBERT OF BOLYNG- 
BROK, 19 priest, pres. as before, on res. of Thomas of 
Malberthorp. Inst. at Lincoln, with mand. ind. as before. 
(Ibid. fo. 153 d.)

1341-2, 19 Feb. RICHARD OF OSSYNTON,20 priest, pres. as 
before. No cause of vacancy. Inst. at Staunford,21 with 
mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 159 d.)

1349-50, 5 March. JOHN SHIRET OF BOYLLESTON,22 
priest, pres. by the sub-dean and chapter of Lincoln, in 
the dean's absence, on death of Richard. Inst. at 
Newerk, 23 with mand. ind. as before. (Reg. IX, fo. 348.)

WILLIAM OF HERLASTON. 24 No institution recorded.

1352-3, 19 March. HUGH OF HORNCASTRE,25 priest, pres. 
by the sub-dean and chapter of Lincoln, on cession of 
William of Herlaston, who had obtained corporal posses 
sion of the vicarage of the church of Stapulford.26 Inst. 
at Stowe Park, with mand. ind. to the dean of Framelond. 
(Ibid. f. 356 and d.)

isuiceby, Lines.
iiR^tius Malberthorp, i.e., Mablethorpe, Lines.
iSClaxby, Lines., 2 miles S. of Alford.
19Bolingbroke, Lines.
zoQssington, Notts.
siStamford.
22Boylestone, co. Derby.
23Newark-on-Trent.
2*Probably Harlaxton, Lines.
25Horncastle, Lines.
aestapleford. The church was appropriated to the collegiate chapel.
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VI. Sixth Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. ADAM OF HETHERINGTON, priest, pres. by 

the dean and chapter of Lincoln. Inst. at Stow Park. 
(Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.) He appears to have quitted this for 
the chantry of the fifth stall on the right hand, q.v.

JOHN OF HUMBY. No institution recorded.

1330-1, 2 March. THOMAS OF ESTBRIGGEFORD,27 priest, 
pres. by mag. Anthony the dean and the chapter of Lin 
coln, on res. of John of Humby. Inst. at Nettleham,28 with 
mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. (Reg. IV, fo. 131.)

1350, 12 Sept. SIMON OF EKETILBY, 29 priest, at the bishop's 
collation, on death of Thomas of Brigford. Inst. at Stowe 
Park, with mand. ind. to the dean of Framelond. (Reg. 
IX, fo. 351.)

1351-2, 4 March. THOMAS LEGYS, priest, pres. by the sub- 
dean and chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Simon of Ketilby. 
Inst. at Lafford, 30 with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 
353.)

1355, 25 March. ROGER RANDOLF, priest, pres. by the dean 
and chapter of Lincoln, on res. of Thomas Leges. Inst. 
at Tyngehurst, 31 with mand. ind. to the warden of the 
chapel. (Ibid. fo. 361.)

VII. Last Stall on right hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. NICHOLAS OF CHELARSTON,32 priest, pres. 

by br. Richard of Leyghton, master of the hospital of 
Burton Lazars. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

1334-5, 10 Jan. RICHARD OF OUTHEBY,33 priest, pres. by 
dame Alice Belers, lady of Kirkeby, on res. of Nicholas of

Bridgford. 
283 miles N.E. of Lincoln. 
29Eye Kettleby. 
3°Sleaford, Lines.
siFingest, Bucks., 7 Miles N.W. of Great Marlow. 
32Chellaston, co. Derby. 
33Qadby.
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Chelardeston. Inst. at Lincoln, with mand. ind. to the 
archdeacon's official. (Reg. IV, to. 142 and d.)

1351, 25 Sept. RICHARD OF COLDENORTON,34 (sic) priest, 
pres. as before, on res. of Richard of Outheby. Inst. at 
Eynesham,35 with mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. 
(Reg. IX, fo. 352 d.)

1353, 20 Sept. GEOFFREY SMYTH OF PIGHTESLE,36 
priest, pres. as before, on res. of Richard of Overton. Inst. 
at Bukeden, with mand. ind. to the dean of Framelond. 
(Ibid. fo. 357 d.)

1355-6, 17 Jan. ROBERT NELOT OF SILEBY, priest, pres. 
as above, on res. of Geoffrey of Pightesle. Inst. at Stowe 
Park, with mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. (Ibid. 
S. 363 d., 364.)

VHI. First Stall on left hand of Choir.

1319, 2 Sept. SIMON OF KETTLEBY, priest, pres. by Roger 
Beler. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

EDMUND OF COLSTON. No institution recorded. He 
succeeded to the wardenship, q.v., in 1338.

1338, 9 Aug. JOHN OF SUTTON, priest, pres. by dame Alice 
Beler, lady of Kirkeby, on res. of Edmund of Colston. 
Inst. at Islep,37 with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. 
(Reg. IV, fo. 152 d.)

1349, 6 Aug. JOHN HERLEWYN OF STAPILFORD,38 priest, 
pres. as before on death of John. Inst at Lidyngton,39 with 
mand. ind. as before. (Reg. IX, fo. 344.)

1349, 10 Nov. WILLIAM OF BRUGGEFORD, priest, pres. as 
before, on res. of John. Inst. at Newerk, with mand. ind. 
as before. (Ibid. fo. 346 d.)

Cold Overton. 
35Eynsham, Oxon. 
sepvtchley, Northants. 
"Is'lip, Oxon., 6 Miles N. of Oxford. 
ssstapleford. 
ssLiddington, Rutland.
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1352, 24 May*. JOHN FOX OF COIJXENORTON,40 priest, 
pres. as before, on res. of William of Briggeford. Inst. at 
I/afford', 41 with mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. 
(Ibid. to. 353 d.)

1355-6, 21 Jan. JOHN OF WYDMERPOLE,42 priest, pres. as 
before. No cause of vacancy. Inst. at I/afford, with 
mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 364.)

IX. Second Stall on left hand of Choir.

1319, 2 Sept. ROGER OF SIXTENBY,43 priest, pres. by Roger 
Beler. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

WHJJAM OF BADDESBY. 44 No institution recorded.

1325. 29 Sept. GEOFFREY OF BANNEBURY, chaplain, pres. 
by sir Roger de Belers, kt., on death of William of 
Baddesby. Inst. at I/outh, with mand. ind. to the arch 
deacon's official. (Reg. IV, fo. 119 d.)

1326. 13 May. WILUAM OF LUGHTON, 45 priest, pres. by 
dame Alice, sometime the wife of sir Roger Beler, kt., on 
res. of Geoffrey of Bannebure. Inst. at Stowe Park, with 
mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 121 d.)

1328-9, 3 March. ROBERT OF AYNSTY,46 priest, pres. as 
before, on res. of Roger (sic) of Loghton. Inst. at Hal- 
tham, 47 with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 125 d.)

1329, 4 Oct. PETER OF LOUDHAM,48 priest, pres. as before, 
on death of Robert Ansty. Inst. at the Old Temple, 
London, with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 126 d.)

4°Cold Overton, as before. 
"iSleaford.
42Widmerpool, Notts. 
43Sysonby.
44probably Badby, Northants. 
isprobably Loughton, Bucks. 
46Anstey.
47Haltham, Lines., 4 miles S.W. of Horncastle. 

, Notts.
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1349, 8 Oct.. ROBERT FOUCHER, priest, pres. as before, on 
death of Peter. Inst. at Gosberkyrk,49 with mand. ind. 
as before. (Reg. IX, fo. 346.)

1352, 7 May. PETER ATTE KIRK OF COTESMOR,50 priest, 
pres. as before, on res. of Robert Foucher of Kirkeby. 
Inst. at Stowe Park, with mand. ind. to the warden of the 
chapel. (Ibid. fo. 256.)

X. Third Stall on left hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. Simon of Skaldeford,51 priest, pres. by Roger 

Beler. Inst. at Stow Park. (Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

ROGER OF HORNI,E. 52 No institution recorded.

1322-3, 5 March. JOHN OF LEGHTON,53 priest, pres. by sir 
Roger Beler, kt., on res. of Roger of Hornle. Inst. at 
Senglisholt,54 with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. 
(Reg. IV, fo. 116.)

1349, 30 July. RICHARD OF SPROXTON, priest, pres. by 
Alice Beler, lady of Kyrkeby, on res. of John of Leghton. 
Inst. at Newerk, with mand. ind. as before. (Reg. IX, 
fo. 343 d.)

1353, 24 July. JOHN OF LEIGHTON BOSARD, priest, pres. 
as before, on exchange of two thirds of the church of 
Clipsham with Richard son of Robert le Deye of Sproxton. 
Inst. at Asfordeby,55 with mand. ind. to the warden of the 
chapel or his lieutenant. (Ibid. fo. 357 d.)

1356. 10 Aug. [Blank], priest, at the bishop's collation owing to 
lapse. No cause of vacancy. Inst. at I4dyngton, with 
mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. (Ibid. fo. 365 d.)

1357. 12 Aug. RALF LAUD OF COLDEOVERTON, priest, 
pres. by dame Alice Belers, lady of Kirkeby, on res. of

49Gosberton, Lines., 5i miles N.E. of Spalding.
socottesmore, Rutland.
siScalford.
saprobably Horley, Oxon.
63Apparently Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
5«Singlesholt, near Croyland, Lines.
S5Asfordby.
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Thomas $f Berneston.56 Inst. at Stowe Park, with mand. 
ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 367 d.)

XL Fourth Stall on left hand of Choir.
1319, 2 Sept. JOHN OF CROXTON, priest, at the bishop's col 

lation. Inst. at Stowe Park. Mand. ind. to the arch 
deacon's official or to the dean of Framelond. (Reg. Ill, 
fo. 345.)

1326-7, 2 Feb. JOSEPH OF GODEWYNESTON,57 priest, as 
before. No cause given. Inst. in I/radon, with mand. 
ind. to the dean of Framelond. (Reg. IV, fo. 122 d.)

THOMAS OF KESELINGBURY. 58 No institution recorded.

1334, 20 July. ROGER OF SWYNESHEUED,59 priest, as 
before, on demise of Thomas of Keselingbury. Inst. at 
I/idington, with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. 
(Ibid. fo. 140 d.)

1334-5, 20 March. HUGH OF SCALDEFORD, 60 priest, as 
before. No cause of vacancy. Inst. at Stowe Park, with 
mand. ind. to John of Wikenby, rector of the church of 
Ashfordeby. 61 (Ibid. fo. 142 d.)

1336, 9 Aug. WILLIAM OF COLSTON, priest, as before, on 
res. of Hugh Dande of Scaldeford. Inst. at Askham by 
York,62 with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's official. (Ibid. 
fo. 144 and d.)

1344, 11 Oct. ROGER OF HERIERDEBY63 OF SEUSTERN, 64 
priest, as before, on res. of Wliliam of Coleston. Inst. at 
Denton by Graham,65 with mand. ind. as before. Reg. 
VI. fo. 38 d.)

seBarnston, Notts.
STGoodnestone, Kent.
sSKislingbury, Northants.
S9Swinesliead, Lines.
eoScalford.
siAsfordby.
62Either Askham Bryan or Askham Richard, 8J and 4J miles S.W. of

York.
ssHarrowby, Lines. 
MSewstern.
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1356, 10 Aug. WALTER OF SLOTHEBY, 66 priest, as before, 
on res. of Roger Seustern. Inst. at Lidyngton, with mand. 
ind. to the warden of the chapel. (Reg. IX, fo. 365 d.) 
Coadjutor to the warden (q.v.) in 1357.

XII. Fifth Stall on left hand of Choir.

1319, 2 Sept. SIMON OF SHEPEYE, 67 priest, pres. by brother 
Richard de Pauely, prior of the hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem in England. Instituted at Stow Park. (Reg. 
Ill, fo. 344 d.)

ADAM OF CODEFORD. 68 No institution recorded.

1321, 1 April. JOHN OF LUTTERWORTH, priest, pres. by 
brother Richard of Leycester, proctor general of the prior 
of the hospital, etc., as before, on res. of Adam of Code- 
ford. Instituted at Lafford, 69 with mand. ind. to the dean 
of Framlound. (Reg. IV, ff. Ill d., 112.)

1328, 9 April. RALF OF WYNTRINGHAM,70 priest, pres. by 
dame Alice Beler, on res. of mag. John of Lutterworth. 
Instituted at Wadyngton,71 with mand. ind. to the arch 
deacon's official. (Ibid. fo. 124.)

1333, 14 June. HUGH son of WILLIAM TAILLOUR OF 
WILLUGHBY SUPER WALDAS,72 priest, pres. as 
before, on death of Ralf of Wyntringham. Inst. at Banne- 
bure,73 with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 137 d.)

1347, 3 Nov. RICHARD OF OXTON, priest, pres. as before, 
on death of Hugh of Wylughby. Inst. at Sleford,74 with 
mand. ind. as before. (Reg. IX, fo. 339.)

«6Sloothby, Lines.
6?Sheepy.
ssprobably Codford, Wilts.
sssieaford.
7°Either Winteringham, Lines., or Wintringham, Yorks, E.R.
'iWaddington, 4| miles S. of Lincoln.
MWilloughby-on-the-Wolds, Notts.
73Banbury.
MSleaford.
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1349, 4 July. «TOHN EDMUND OF CUTHORP,75 (sic) priest, 
pres. as before, on death of Richard of Oxton. Inst. at 
Alvyngham,76 with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 342 d.)

1351, 25 Sept. JOHN EDWARD OF BOTYNGTON," priest, 
pres. as before, on res. of John of Outhorp. Inst at 
Eynesham,78 with mand. ind. to the warden of the chapel. 
(Ibid. fo. 352 d.)

1355, 3 June. WILLIAM son of RALF OF WARKEN- 
ETHBY, 79 priest, pres. as before, on res. of John Edward 
of Botyngton. Inst at Tyngehurste,80 with mand. ind. as 
before. (Ibid. fo. 361 d.)

1357, 29 Oct. WILLIAM son of ROBERT son of HENRY OF 
DALBY, priest, pres. as before. No cause of vacancy. 
Inst. at Buckeden, with mand. ind. as before. (Ibid. fo. 
368 d.)

XIII. Sixth Stall on left hand of Choir.

1319, 2 Sept. WILLIAM OF GADDESBY, priest, pres. by 
brother William, abbot of Croxton. Inst. at Stow Park. 
(Reg. Ill, fo. 344 d.)

1323, 18 April. WILLIAM OF RAKEDALE,81 priest, pres. by 
sir Roger Beler, kt., on death of William of Gaddesby. 
Inst. at Oxford, with mand. ind. to the archdeacon's 
official. (Reg. IV, fo. 116 d.) See also second stall on 
right hand of choir.

1323, 21 May. WILLIAM OF FRETHEBY, 82 priest, pres. as 
before, on exchange of the vicarage of the church of Thorp 
Ernald83 with William of Rakedale. Inst. at Dorkcestre8*

iSRectius Owthorpe.
76Alvingham, Lines., 2J miles N.E. of Loath.
"Bodington/ Northants.
78Eynsham, Oxon.
"Wartnaby.
sopingest, Bucks.
aiRagdale.
szpreeby.
ssThorpe Arnold.
8*Dorchester, Oxon.
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in the person of Robert called Hunt of Melton, priest, his 
proctor, with mand. ind. as above. (Ibid. to. 117.)

1326, 1 April. ROGER WYSMAN, priest, pres. as before, on 
death of William of Fretheby. Inst. at Colyngham,85 with 
mand. ind. to the dean of Pramelound. (Ibid. fo. 121.) 
He became warden (q.v.) in 1359.

BSCollingham, Notts., near Newark.



V.

Erection of the collegiate chapel of blessed Peter
of Kirkeby super Wrethek into a conventual

church, together with the appointment
of the prior of the same.

1359-60. (Reg. IX, ff. 372 d.—373 d.)

John, by divine permission bishop of Lincoln, to our 
beloved son brother Roger of Cotes, canon of the monastery of 
Oselueston, 1 of the order of St. Augustine, of our diocese, health, 
grace and blessing. The excellence of holy religion is more 
easily recognised when it is attentively weighed in the balance 
with the sublimity of its founder. For that which received its 
beginning from so great a maker cannot be imperfect or in 
expedient, nor can that be heavy or past bearing of which the 
very Truth saith " For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
Surely the same founder imparted to us its sweetest fragrance 
when for us he humbly became man, and gently alleviated its 
harshness in his most tender flesh, and so in holiness by his 
word and example, setting aside his own will and humbly obeying 
his Father even unto death, taught us that this religion might be 
changed for us into fulness of delight. And, following his 
teaching, the blessed apostles, citizens and members of his house 
hold, firmly cleaving under the yoke of obedience to their head, 
keeping nothing for their own use but possessing all things in 
common with the other disciples, enlightened holy Church in 
manifold wise and marvellously propagated innumerable sons of 
the Church.

Since verily most certain information has on many occasions 
been received by us, that the chantry of Kirkeby super Wrethek, 
of our diocese, founded under the names of a warden and secular 
priests twelve in number, by reason of their frequent changings 
and sudden migration, their long wanderings abroad and volun 
tary retirements, and now by reason of the scarceness of suitable

iQwston.
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priests, who cannot easily be found up to the said number, and 
for several other reasons, has never attained the perfection of its 
institution, nor, it is believed, will attain it in future, while it 
happens to be governed by such priests:

We, being therefore willing, to the praise and honour of God, 
even as we are constrained by the duty of our office, to make 
favourable provision for the indemnity of the said chapel, and 
considering that the said chapel will be more perfectly and pro 
fitably governed by men of religion who specially imitate the life 
of Christ and the apostolic Church, and that divine worship will 
receive more praiseworthy increase, especially seeing that they 
will thus be unable to migrate or change their place or to depart 
otherwhere therefrom, and also that less expense will serve to- 
suffice for them than at the present time would be agreeable to- 
secular chaplains, and that this was the final intention and express 
will of the first founder, which, being prevented by death, he wa& 
unable to fulfil, even as sufficient assurance has been made to us 
thereof;

trusting in the divine mercy and in the counsel of our skilled 
assessors, with the most express addition moreover of the consent 
and assent of the noble man Roger Beler, knight, patron of the 
said chapel, and of the noble woman dame Alice his mother, who- 
at present holds the manor wherein the said chapel is founded, 
and also of our venerable chapter of Lincoln and the warden and 
chaplains who of late have right in the said chapel;

having summoned for this purpose all who may be interested,, 
and they not appearing, whom by decree we preclude from all 
manner of capacity for proposing aught further contrary to our 
present ordinance, by our authority as ordinary, with the con 
currence of all things that are lawfully requisite in this behalf, 
decree that the aforesaid chapel, henceforth to be named under 
the name of a priory, shall be governed henceforward by regular 
canons, of whom one shall be prior and shall be called hence 
forward by the name of prior;

taking away the estate and names of the chapel, warden and 
secular priests and uprooting them from the foundations, and' 
changing them by decree into the estate and names of the priory,, 
prior and convent;
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after the pfevious removal by us moreover of sirs Roger 
Wisman the warden,2 Richard of Alyngton, 3 Roger (sic) of 
Sileby,4 Peter of Cotesmore,5 Ralph of Ouerton6 and Walter of 
Slotheby, 7 priests, who were formerly in the said chapel, and their 
renunciation before us of any sort of right that belongs to them 
in it or to it, whom we still of our abundance do amove and decree 
that they -should or can henceforward have utterly no right in. 
the said place.

And thee, brother Roger of Cotes, canon regular of the order 
of St. Augustine, priest, who hast expressly "professed the rule of 
the said order in the monastery of Osolueston, of our diocese, and 
whom we transfer to this priory with the consent of thine abbot 
and the convent of the same place, at the special request of the 
patron of the said priory we prefer to be prior of the same, most 
fully entrusting to thee the cure, governance and administration 
both of the canons thy brethren and of all the spiritual and 
temporal goods to the same priory appertaining. And unto thee 
the prior and to brother Roger of Seusterne, canon regular of the 
monastery of Osolueston abovesaid, with the licence and consent 
of the abbot and convent of the said monastery, we transfer all 
the spiritual and temporal goods to the said chapel sometime 
appertaining, and in special the churches of Kirkeby and Stapul- 
ford aforetime canonically appropriated to the said priests, and 
the dwelling house of the said priory with its closes in Kirkeby- 
containing six messuages with crofts and their appurtenances, 
and five messuages in Kirkeby, forty shillings worth of yearly 
rent with all the homages and services of the free tenants of the 
same rent, and the rent of eight quarters and a half of maslin, the 
liberty of grinding your corn at the lord's mills in quiet without, 
payment of multure or toll, a messuage and a carucate of land 
which are held of the master of Burton St. Lazars at fee farm for 
ever, and the manor of Bokemynster with its appurtenances, and 
the rent and services of the sometime tenants of the Templars in 
Seustern, which are held of the prior of the hospital «at fee farm 
for ever, and the manor and grange of Seustern with the appur-

2Chaplain of the sixth stall on left, 1826; warden, 1359.
SThird stall on right, 1353.
"Called Robert Nelot of Sileby at institution to last stall on right, 1355-6.
SQr. Atte Kyrk, second on left, 1352.
6Qr. Laud, third on left, 1357.
'Fourth on left, 1356.
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tenances, of the demise of the abbot of Vaudey8 for ever, and 
ten messuages, five virgates of land and six acres of meadow in 
Belgrave and Thurnaston (sic),9 and the liberties and quittances 
granted by the lord king whereby ye are quit of tenths, fifteenths 
and all other tallages whatsoever, with the consent of all the 
persons aforesaid, and we confirm them to you by the authority 
which we exercise in possession for ever. So that, on the cession 
or decease of the said prior or of any other whomsoever who shall 
happen to be over this priory, it shall be lawful for the sub-prior 
and convent, without waiting for licence from us or our successor 
or from their patron, by election to be held in common without 
observing any legal formality, to nominate to us and our 
successors under their common seal some suitable canon out of 
their own brethren or from another house; and by our present 
ordinance, we shall be bound, if he be found a fitting person, to 
admit him without canonical formality, summarily and plainly, 
because of the slender means of the priory, as quickly as may 
conveniently be done, and prefer him to be prior of the same place.

Moreover we ordain, appoint and decree that at least as many 
canons shall be had in the said priory, when they may con 
veniently be found and had, as there should formerly have been 
secular priests in the said chapel. And their number shall be 
increased in proportion to the growth of resources, when it shall 
take place, with the consent of us and our successors and of the 
patron of the said place, if he happen to be surviving.

And that to thee Roger the prior, and to each of thy succes 
sors, the rest of the brethren of the same priory shall do lowly 
obedience and shall hearken in all things that are agreeable to the 
regular institutes.

Ye shall follow moreover, with regard to the keeping of 
divine service, the use of the church of Salisbury as it is at 
present, without being bound to observe, follow or say the 
alterations or additions hereafter to be made.

We will also that you shall maintain the praiseworthy regular 
observances that are used in the other monasteries of your order 
and our diocese in all other respects.

«The Cistercian abbey of Vaudey (de Valle Dei) in Grimsthorpe park,
Lines. 

SThurmaston.
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If, bowlder, there be aught in the premises or in any of the 
premises that is obscure, ambiguous, or set down too briefly, we 
specially reserve to us and our successors, bishops of Lincoln, 
the power of explaining and interpreting it, and of correcting 
and supplementing the premises.

In witness and confirmation of all which things we have 
caused these our letters to be made, and have ordered 
them to be fortified with the appendage of our seal and with the 
seal and subscription of the underwritten notary public.

These things were done and given in the church and the 
priory aforesaid on the twenty-first day of March in the year of 
our Lord one thousand three hundred and fifty nine, and of our 
consecration the thirteenth.

And I, John called of Denton, clerk of the diocese of Wor 
cester, by apostolic authority notary public, was present in person 
at the aforeset preclusion, decree, taking away and uprooting, 
changing, amotion, and the translation and preferment of the 
said brother Roger of Cotes to be prior of the said priory, com 
mission of its cure, governance and administration, apportion 
ment of his said fellow, and also the translation of its spiritual and 
temporal goods, and the confirmation, statute and ordinances, 
and all else and sundry that are above written, while they were 
enacted and done as is aforeset, in the year of our Lord abovesaid, 
on the twenty-first day of the month of March of the same year, 
in the thirteenth indiction, and the eighth year of the pontificate 
of the most holy father in Christ and our lord, the lord Innocent 
the sixth, by divine providence pope, together with the venerable 
men brother William of Cloune, abbot of the monastery of blessed 
Mary of the Meadows of Leicester, 10 brother Thomas of Loughte- 
burgh, abbot of the monastery of Croxton, 11 brother William of 
Cotesmore, abbot of the monastery of Oselueston, 12 masters 
William of Doune, archdeacon of Leicester in the church of 
Lincoln, doctor of laws, 13 William de Burgh, rector of the church 
of Medburn, John of Kelleseye, rector of the church of Upping- 
ham, John of Belvoir, official of my lord the archdeacon of

lOAbbot 1345-1377 : see Chron. Hen. Knighton (Rolls Ser.) ii, 127-131. 
uprobably the Thomas who was abbot in 1363 (Coll. Anglo-Prem. ii, 148.) 
l2Abbot 1355-1401. 
"See The Will oj Master William Doune (Arch&ol. Journ. Ixxii, 233-284).
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Leycester, 14 John of Crophull, official of my lord the archdeacon 
of Notyngham, John of Longedon, rector of the free chapel of 
Glaston, 15 skilled in the law, sirs John of Warsop, rector of the 
church of Loutheburgh, 16 William, vicar of the church of Clax- 
ton,17 dean of Framelound, William of Wakebrigg, Laurence 
Hauberk and John Bluet, of the dioceses of Lincoln, York and 
Lichfield, and others then gathered together in the same place 
in abundant multitude, and also the noble woman dame Alice 
Beler abovesaid, giving her express consent to the premises; and 
these things all and sundry I saw and heard this done, and at 
the command of the venerable father and lord sir John, by the 
grace of God bishop of Lincoln abovesaid, I have written and 
subscribed myself in this place, and, being invited to confirm 
and bear witness to all things aforesaid, have set hereto my public 
and accustomed mark.

i«See ibid., note at p. 259, and Ass. Archaeol. Soc. Reports xxxii, 14. 
isSic. Blaston is probably meant, 
lei^oughborough. 
"Long Clawson.




