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Leicestershire Historian 2019

Editorial
The topics covered in this year‛s Leicestershire Historian range from the discovery of new and interesting connections between
the county and the wider world; to the importance given to teaching, higher education and nursing training in Leicester; and to
the lives of three very contrasting Victorian figures, one of whom was a prominent political satirist and leading Radical, another
a very local politician, the third the author of a rare surviving collection of Nonconformist sermons. Also featured are articles
on how parts of the county responded to national shortages of housing; how the development of guided walks and town trails
have radically changed over the last two hundred years; the folklore surrounding landmark stones, and the growing interest in
Medieval church graffiti.
A new name to be added to the remarkable list of explorers with Leicestershire connections is that of Dorothy Bovey, a
Leicestershire-based twentieth century artist and adventurer who, as Richard Graves keenly discovers, was the botanical
illustrator for the Zaire River Expedition in 1974-5, and later was invited by the Sultan of Oman to paint the flora of Northern Oman.
Previously little-known international connections between Leicestershire people and the Spanish Civil War are unearthed by
Adrian Pole through eye-witness accounts in contemporary Leicestershire newspapers from Leicestershire tourists, residents
and business people caught up in the War in 1936.
Katharine Short provides an illuminating account of the changing role of nurses over the centuries and how important the
development of nursing training has been in Leicester, drawing on sources from De Montfort University‛s Special Collections.
As the University of Leicester celebrates its centenary, the unexpected story behind this institution as the Leicester,
Leicestershire & Rutland University College and its foundation as a memorial to those whose fell in the Great War is
passionately told by Caroline Wessel, making extensive use of material in the University Library.
The Comic History of Leicester is a beautifully illustrated satirical commentary on politics in Leicester. Published under the
name of Q.U.I.Z. in 1851 the book is now part of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society‛s collection and is
brought here to a wider public for the first time, providing the basis for Ned Newitt‛s absorbing article about the Leicester
Radical Thomas Emery, who after his death was revealed as the book‛s author.
Sir John Rolleston, elected in 1900 as Leicester‛s first Conservative Member of Parliament since 1861 is the subject of Cynthia
Brown‛s study which shows how in the increasingly complex and polarised world of Leicester politics, a ‘very local‛ man could still
prove a force to be reckoned with.
Two rare surviving Victorian notebooks of sermons - now in the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland handwritten by Charles Haddon, minister of Bardon Park Chapel, give Alan Betteridge the unusual opportunity to explore 175
sermons preached by a ‘normal Nonconformist minister‛ in a typical chapel on regular Sundays, providing an opportunity to
establish whether popular images of a Victorian chapel sermon are borne out.
Paul Griffiths investigates the very contrasting responses of Hinckley Urban and Rural District Councils to the national severe
shortage of housing in the 1920s and early 1930s, using sources from museums and heritage groups in the Hinckley area.
Sally Hartshorne and Colin Hyde look at the ways in which guided walks through Leicester have changed since the first printed
example in 1804 to the digital guides of today, showing how Leicester itself has changed, and what the writers felt it important
to highlight at the time.
A fascinating array of Medieval graffiti exists in the churches of Leicestershire in the form of ships, daisy wheels, human
depictions, heraldic, religious and other motifs. Michael Hawkes gives an introduction to this absorbing topic using
pre-Reformation examples from the county, and which it is hoped will stimulate interest and more in-depth recording of graffiti
in Leicestershire churches.
Bob Trubshaw explores two landmark stones – the Humber Stone and the St John‛s Stone. Both are exceptional in the amount
of folklore surrounding them which has survived, providing a variety of customs, anomalous experiences and legends.
Recently published research, society journals and histories on topics ranging from medieval earthworks, Leicester street art,
Barrow upon Soar Poor Law Union and the buildings of Loughborough, to dresses and dressmaking, Diocesan histories and
Donington Park race track, are part of the wide variety of material enthusiastically reviewed by Cynthia Brown and her team of
reviewers in the extremely useful and invaluable Recent Publications section. My thanks to the staff at the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland for all their help and support, and for allowing the reproduction of images.
The Leicestershire Historian aims to promote the study of the county‛s history by providing a platform for established and new
authors, and through encouraging the pursuit of research and project work. It also aims to publicise the work of local groups
and organisations, and seeks to raise awareness of research sources. Contributions for future editions are welcome from
individuals, local groups, museums and other organisations and should be sent to the Editor for consideration. Articles can be
short items or longer in-depth pieces, and can be submitted at any time. If you would like to discuss an idea in advance, please
contact the Editor.
Joyce Lee, Editor.

Email:editorhistorian@lahs.org.uk
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Town Trails in Leicester
Sally Hartshorne and Colin Hyde
he last few years have seen the creation of a number
town of Leicester’. The trail started on Gallowtree Gate of guides and trails to Leicester’s places of interest
coincidentally, opposite the current tourist information
and notable buildings. However, unless you have
centre - and, with one diversion to the west, proceeded
access to a mobile phone or tablet you won’t have seen
around the old town walls in an anticlockwise direction
many of them as they have been designed as ‘apps’
through meadows and fields we now associate with
(applications) for mobile devices. These apps include guides
Victorian terraced housing or modern dual carriageway
to different aspects of Leicester such as an Arts Trail, an
roads. It finished with fine views from the high ground to the
Oral History Trail, and, of course, Richard III, but several
south of the town (Victoria Park) before a walk down
are general guides to the
London Road back into
city centre. By looking at
the town centre to finish
the way guided walks
at the Market Place. As
through Leicester have
well as buildings, places,
changed since the first
and objects of curiosity
one in 1804, we can get
that are no longer with
an idea of how Leicester
us, Watts drew attention
has changed and what has
to sites that are still
seemed important for
mentioned in modern
writers to highlight at the
trails and guides: Spa
time. This article looks at
Place on Humberstone
a selection of these trails
Road, St Margaret’s
where the reader is
Church, the Great
guided through the city
Meeting House, East
on
a
walk
or
Gates and the High
perambulation. General
Street, Highcross Street
guides such as Spencer’s
(here mentioning the
New Guide to Leicester
County Gaol, the Free
(1888 onwards), and the
Grammar School, the
A
Walk
Through
Leicester
by
Susannah
Watts,
published
many tourist information
Blue Boar Inn and
anonymously in 1804. (Reproduced by permission of the Record
guides produced through
Richard III, All Saints
Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
the years, are not
Church), North Bridge,
considered.
Bishop Penny’s wall and the ruins of the Abbey, the North
lock, Bow Bridge with more Richard III connections, the
It is worth noting the difference between a general guide and
(Grand) Union Canal, St Nicholas Church, the Jewry Wall,
a walking trail. A general guide may include everything that
St Mary (de Castro) Church, the various buildings in the
the writer believes might be of interest or value to a visitor,
Castle and Newarke areas, the (Leicester Royal) Infirmary,
while a trail suggests a theme that is explored by a route and
the Raw Dykes, New Walk, London Road, Granby Street,
defined places to visit on that route. The tourist is guided to
Joseph Johnson’s Hotel (the City Rooms), St Martin’s
particular aspects of Leicester’s story depicted through the
Church (the Cathedral), the Guildhall, and the Market Place.
chosen sites, and through that process of selecting sites,
The Clock Tower hadn’t been built at this point but if we
decisions will have been made about what is included and
add this and the Town Hall to the list we have the main
what is omitted from the story.
points of interest in almost every general guide to central
Leicester since.
In 1800 Leicester was a town with a predominantly rural feel
and a population of around 17,000. A Walk Through
In 1907 the book Leicester and Neighbourhood was written
Leicester (1804) by Susannah Watts was Leicester’s first
for the British Association for the Advancement of Science
town trail and was aimed at ‘…the traveller who may wish
meeting in Leicester. The walking trails in this book were
to visit whatever is deemed most worthy of notice in the
based on the Guide to Leicester and Neighbourhood that
3
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Leicester and Neighbourhood, prepared for the 1907 meeting of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, contained a number of walking trails written by G. Clarke Nuttall.
(Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)

was written by G. Clarke Nuttall in 1905. The two editions
were very similar but the 1907 edition had a fold-out map
that the first edition lacked. The book contained walks
around ‘modern’ Leicester, ‘ancient’ Leicester, and
excursions to Leicester’s neighbourhoods (none of which
would have been thought of as suburbs of Leicester one
hundred years before). The guided walk of modern Leicester
started at the Midland Railway Station and included recent
buildings on Granby Street and Town Hall Square before
drawing attention to the new Municipal Library on Bishop
Street. Further notable buildings (some still here, some
gone) are mentioned on the route to the Clock Tower, which,
40 years after its construction, was ‘now the centre of
modern Leicester’. Unlike Watts’ walk, which took a route
along Humberstone Gate and Belgrave Gate, the trail only
commented on buildings in these streets and then guided the
visitor to the Market Place. Moving along Market Street
(‘largely given up to Drapers and Milliners’) it then headed
up New Walk to the Museum, finishing at Victoria Park and
the top of London Road. The second walk, of ‘Ancient
Leicester and Some Modern Buildings’, started in the
Market Place and highlighted Alderman Newton’s School
and the Wyggeston Boys’ School, as well as the medieval
buildings and sites covered by Watts, although at the
Newarke the new Technical and Arts Schools were featured
(now De Montfort University’s Hawthorn Building). As
befitted a book compiled for the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, buildings of education and
progress were highlighted throughout. While the Town Hall
and New Walk Museum still feature in modern guides, the
only building mentioned on the walk that doesn’t regularly
4

feature in modern guides is the Bishop Street Library. From
1934 the City Council Publicity and Development
Committee produced a series of guides to the city. In 1935,
Leicester Seen in a Day, a booklet containing specially
drawn pen and ink sketches of principal buildings and
beauty spots in Leicester was issued in order to meet the
demands of prospective conferences and visitors to the city.
With this in mind, the route started with directions from the
Midland Railway Station and guided visitors out on to
London Road where they could ‘take any electric car
alighting in Horsefair Street for the Municipal Buildings’.
The tourist was guided from Town Hall Square to the
Market Place to see the Corn Exchange and the Duke of
Rutland statue before going through Victoria Parade to reach
the Clock Tower. From there the tourist was invited to take
the electric car to Abbey Park where, entering at the gate by
Canal Bridge, they were guided around the various features
of the park before taking the electric car to St Nicholas
Street for the second section of the route. This took visitors
to the ruins of Jewry Wall and gave detailed instructions on
how to gain access to see both the Roman Pavement in St
Nicholas Street and the one under the Great Central Railway
Station. From there, detailed directions were given to the
Town Library and Mayor’s Parlour at the Guildhall, which
was ‘noted for its quaint ornaments, fine carved wood
fireplace and glass lights’, and St Martin’s Church (now the
Cathedral) and on to the Magazine. The usual features of the
Newarke area were highlighted, including the now
demolished ‘crocketed spire’ of St Mary de Castro. After
passing the Technical and Arts Schools, the guide moved the
tourist along Newarke Street past the statue of John Biggs in
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order to have lunch in town. The tourist was then guided to
the Museum and Art Gallery and on up New Walk, passing
the statue of Robert Hall and St. Stephen’s Presbyterian
Church to reach De Montfort Hall and Victoria Park.
Finally, the tourist was encouraged to walk to London Road
and take the electric car to Stoneygate Terminus – ‘one of
the finest car rides in the country’. Amongst the churches it
pointed out on the route was the ‘new Baptist Church’
(Stoneygate Baptist Church).
This tour was very precise in its
directions and is notable in that it
pointed out statues and
incorporated the tram system as
a tourism feature.

shopping centre but became progressively thinner with more
photos and less text. However, the first edition was a
definitive guide that would have served as a useful model for
the Pevsner perambulations of 1960, and would still be of
use to a modern visitor.

In 1960 Nikolaus Pevsner’s Buildings of England series
published a volume on Leicestershire and Rutland. For the
first time a nationally published
book proclaimed that the
buildings of ancient Leicester
were, ‘…something the patriotic
citizen of Leicester might
proudly take any visitor to,
British or foreign’. However,
The next guide to suggest
Pevsner’s views on much of
specific routes was The City of
Leicester lacked enthusiasm.
Leicester - a Guide to Places of
The ‘perambulations’ in central
Interest in the City (1951) by the
Leicester all started at the Clock
historian Jack Simmons,
Tower and then headed off in
published by the City of
different directions. The trails
Leicester Publicity Department
drew attention to what remained
Information Bureau. This was a
of Georgian Leicester, as well
thorough guide to 1950s
as mentioning industrial
Leicester with over 80 points of
buildings, but on the High
interest in the centre and
Street there was, ‘Nothing of
suburbs, including a map. The
note… except perhaps Lloyds
walks all started at the Clock
Bank’, and on Gallowtree Gate,
Tower and took in most of the
‘Nothing of interest’. In 1984
features of the earlier trails. New
the second edition included
additions included mention of
many more buildings of note:
Everards Brewery on Southgate
Wakerley’s Singer Building
Street, the eighteenth century
(High Street) and Turkey Café
Friars Lane area, the 1937 The City of Leicester - a Guide to Places of Interest in (Granby Street) were only two
the City by Jack Simmons, 1951, published by the City
offices of Leicestershire County of Leicester Publicity Department Information Bureau.
of several interesting buildings
Council, the likelihood of
Pevsner failed to appreciate
Richard III being buried near the bank at St Martins,
enough to include. Indeed, comparison of the two editions
William Carey’s cottage on Thornton Lane, and the 1933
gives a good idea of how the recognition of Leicester’s
Police Headquarters on the ‘best modern street in Leicester’,
Victorian architecture has changed over time.
Charles Street, which had been widened in 1932. Simmons
also took the visitor along Northgate Street to North Bridge
The next trail saw a change in emphasis. Leicester Town
and mentioned the factory of Frisby, Jarvis & Co with its
Trail (1972) by Bryan Waites, Keith Wheeler and Gerald
‘early Victorian brickwork of the best kind’. This was an
Mitchell, published in the August 1972 edition of the Town
important observation as it was the first time the architecture
and Country Planning Association’s Bulletin of
of Leicester’s industrial heritage was noted in a public guide.
Environmental Education (BEE), was not intended as a
The booklet treated the suburbs of Belgrave, Humberstone
guide to places of interest; the places chosen were selected
etc. separately, as it did London Road and Stoneygate, where
because they would demonstrate aspects of ‘townscape’ and
there was mention of modern buildings such as De Montfort
would prompt the walker to critically appraise the urban
Hall, the Lutyens War Memorial, and the University College
environment. Throughout the trail the students (it was aimed
building on Victoria Park. By taking the modern and ancient
at schoolchildren) were asked to assess what they were
buildings of the city in different sections (The ‘Old Town’
looking at and to form opinions about the environment they
and ‘The Modern City and its Suburbs’), Simmons followed
were experiencing. The start and end of the trail were chosen
the format of the 1907 book. Subsequent editions of the
because the authors wanted good views, which in a flat city
guide included new buildings such as the Haymarket
like Leicester meant going to the top of the Polytechnic’s
5
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James Went building at the start and the University’s
Charles Wilson building at the end (the views Susannah
Watts commended from Victoria Park had by now been
severely curtailed by 200 years of development). Having
decided on this, the route followed a predictable path
clockwise through ‘old’ Leicester to the Clock Tower, south
through the Market and Town Hall Square, and up New
Walk to the University. Unlike previous trails there were no
detours along Highcross Street or the canal, but these were
not necessary for the purpose of the trail and were covered
by the authors in later publications. Along the route were
‘Vistas’, ‘Outlook Points’, and ‘Visual Corridors’. An
‘Environmental Appraisal’ form was included in the issue as
were practical hints for teachers.
Leicester Town Trail was published in the BEE as part of a
manual explaining how to create a town trail that could be
used for ‘teaching the art of seeing the urban environment’.
Towns and cities were being encouraged to produce town
trails as a way of ‘awakening interest in architectural
heritage’ as part of the European Architectural Heritage
Year of 1975. The manual pointed out that in towns of
‘quaint streets and mature Georgian facades’ people easily
equate a beautiful townscape with an historic one, but
cultivating a critical awareness of urban places is more
difficult in ‘backwaters of the environment’ like the
‘industrial Midlands’. Hundreds of town trails were
subsequently produced and the British Tourist Authority
published a book of town trails in 1975. Although the 1972
trail was only ever published in the BEE it is likely to have
influenced many other trails around the country. It also
became the template for several trails by the same authors
over the next 15 years.
Leicester’s own contribution to the town trails produced for
European Year of Architectural Heritage was A Town Trail,
In Search of An Architect (1975), which was prepared by
Keith Wheeler, assisted by Bernard Besbrode and Jane Peet,
and designed by Robert Williams. Published by Leicester
City Council, this trail covered the suburb of North Evington
that was developed by Arthur Wakerley in the late
nineteenth century and was the first time a Leicester guide
had looked in detail at a suburban area. This was a
beautifully designed foldable paper trail in the same style as
the 1972 Town Trail but more practical to use as it was a
single sheet. It also followed the same pedagogical style as
the 1972 trail and was divided into sections such as
‘Investigation’, ‘Evidence’, ‘Linking Trails’, and ‘Outlook’
points.
Following the trend for guided trails, the City Council’s
Planning Department published their first trail, Guildhall
Town Hall, A Town Trail, in 1975. Keith Wheeler continued
his work as part of the Leicester Urban Studies Centre and,
using the Wheeler and Waites template, the Centre produced
6

A Town and Country Trail - Leicestershire’s High Crosses
(1978), A Suburban Trail. Braunstone Garden Suburb or
Council Estate? (1980), A Newtown Trail (1982), Highcross
Street Rediscovered (1985), as well as fact sheets about both
Beaumont Leys and New Parks.
Explore Historic and Industrial Leicester - Castle Gardens
to Frog Island (1981) was a trail prepared by Leicester City
Planning Department with the Leicester and Rutland Society
of Architects. This circular walk started at the Magazine,
moved through the castle area and up Highcross Street to
North Bridge, and then returned along the canal. This was an
important trail as it was the first since Simmons in 1951 to
draw attention to the factories, wharfs etc. in the Frog Island
area and specifically highlight aspects of Leicester’s
industrial history. It covered all the usual locations in the
castle area, but, for the first time, buildings such as the Great
Central Railway Station, Slater Street School, the canal and
the site of Stephenson’s Lifting Bridge, the Mermaid Mural,
and the Pex Factory were thought important enough to be
included.
The City Trail - Explore the Corners of Leicester (1984),
was designed in a similar style to the Explore Historic and
Industrial Leicester trail and was produced by the
Environmental Committee of the Leicester and Rutland
Society of Architects and the City Engineers Department,
Leicester City Council, in association with the Fosse Camera
Club. This used both wall and pavement plaques - that can
still be seen – to guide the walker through the city. The wall
plaques marked the 1984 Festival of Architecture and the
pavement plaques commemorated British Heritage Year,
also 1984. As with Explore Historic and Industrial Leicester
this had high production values, was a large foldable paper
trail, and featured photographs as well as a map. The theme
of the trail was street corners and the text highlighted the
different ways in which they contributed to the townscape of
Leicester.

The plaques made for The City Trail of 1984 can still be seen
in Leicester.

Other trails in this period included William Lee’s Legacy,
The Leicester Knitting Trail (1989). Created to mark the
400th anniversary of the invention of the first knitting
machine, this marked a growing interest in Leicester’s
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industrial legacy and built on the industrial heritage
mentioned in previous trails. A growing appreciation of
environmental issues was evidenced by the Leicester
Environment Trail (1991). This highlighted the canal and
river area, and included the Eco House at Western Park,
which pointed the way towards modern buildings being
included in guides to Leicester. A Town Trail in the Steps of
Edward Burgess, Civic Architect of Victorian Leicester
(1991), by Malcolm Elliott with illustrations by Olwen
Hughes was the first time since the Wakerley trail of 1975
that a trail looked at the work of one person. Walks Through
Victorian Leicester (1994), by Richard Gill, illustrations by
Jim Fox, covered almost every Victorian building of note in
Leicester and featured a city centre walk, a walk along the
area around New Walk, and a walk around the Clarendon
Park/Stoneygate suburb. Both Malcolm Elliott and Richard
Gill were associated with Leicester’s Victorian Society and
these trails illustrated the influence of groups such as the
Victorian Society and the Civic Society. Out and About in
Leicester: a series of armchair tours (1994) by John Banner,
divided the city into a number of ‘armchair’ tours that the
more active citizen could also walk.
There was then a gap of ten years until a burst of activity
produced the Building Stones of Leicester, a guided walk
(2006), Ernest Gimson Historical Walking Trail in Leicester
(2007), Leicester’s Riverside (2008), and An Archaeological
Trail of the City of Leicester 4th edition (2009). Leicester
Faith Trail (two editions, 2011 and 2012) was notable for
looking at places of worship, both past and present. This
illustrated the impact of Leicester’s many different faith
groups on the built environment. Other recent trails include
The Richard III Walking Trail (2013), Look at Leicester:
Children's Activity Trail (2016), Thomas Cook’s Walking
Trail (2016), and Radical Leicester (2017).
So far, all the trails mentioned have been produced as
booklets or individual sheets of paper. Since the advent of
the Internet it has also been possible to create websites and
apps. While apps often follow the format of the paper trails,
they are able to incorporate sound and video and,
potentially, track the location of the user. Trails such as the
Cultural Quarter Audio Trail (2008), and the Leicester Oral
History Trail (2011), suggested a route, while others are
more general guides. Discovering Britain - Leicester Walk
(2015) was an online trail produced by the Royal
Geographic Society and created by students from the
Geography Department at the University of Leicester
working with students from Moat Community College and
Soar Valley College. This trail concentrated on the City’s
international connections, and, while taking in some of the
usual historical sites, had a different flavour from the ‘usual’
trails as it also took a route through South Highfields, an
area not usually associated with historic sites or tourism.
This, along with the Faith trails and the Radical Leicester

trail, points the way towards a more diverse range of
subjects that future walking trails or guides to the City
might illustrate.
The story that these trails tell is one of a city learning to
understand and appreciate its built environment and the
people who have shaped it. Leicester’s long history has
meant that there are some ancient buildings and sites that
appear in almost every guide since Susannah Watts’ first
trail in 1804. In 1907 the trails show a pride in the late
Victorian civic buildings and then, after the Second World
War, they demonstrate a growing awareness of the value of
both the historic built environment and the people who
helped to create it. The trails of the 1970s and 1980s reflect
concerns for the environment and the desire to educate the
general public in issues around planning and conservation,
while later trails start to emphasise the change of use of
buildings, often for religious reasons, and newer architecture
in the city.
The Royal Geographical Society trail is an exception in that
almost all these trails have been produced by local
authorities, teachers, or groups or individuals with an
interest in the built environment. Trails produced by the
‘ordinary’ citizen may well emphasise completely different
places and people. This is an important reminder that the
story of Leicester is not just told through the celebrated
buildings repeatedly included in the guides, but also in a
multitude of more everyday sites that help to tell how the
people of Leicester and the places they have created have
shaped the city that surrounds both the tourist and the
resident.
Selected References:
1. Susannah Watts, A Walk Through Leicester, (1804). The walk
can be read at http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25895/25895-h/25895-h.htm
2. Explore Historic and Industrial Leicester - Castle Gardens to
Frog Island, (1981) was a trail prepared by Leicester City Planning
Dept with the Leicester & Rutland Society of Architects. The trail
can be seen online at http://prezi.com/dvn9srrzfq0_/?utm_campaign=share&utm
3. Leicester Faith Trail, (two editions, 2011 and 2012) produced by
the University of Leicester, School of Archaeology and Ancient
History. This was produced as part of the mapping Faith and Place
project at the University http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/projects/
mapping-faith
4. The Richard III Walking Trail, (2013) produced by Leicester
City Council Marketing and Brand Management Team. Available
online to download at https://kriii.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Walking-trail.pdf
5. Cultural Quarter Audio Trail, (2008) available online at
http://cqart.leicester.gov.uk/audiotrailabout.html
6. Leicester Oral History Trail, (2011) available online at
https://www.le.ac.uk/emoha/community/audiotrail.html
7. Discovering Britain - Leicester Walk online trail, Royal
Geographic Society (2015). Available online at https://www.discoveringbritain.org/activities/eastmidlands/walks/leicester.html
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Churches in Leicestershire Is the Writing on the Wall?
Michael Hawkes
Introduction
raffiti these days is somewhat of a problem in
society: by and large it is regarded as vandalism,
requiring some form of remedial action to remove
it. Depending upon its location, removal can be a logistical
problem and by default, regardless of its merits, graffiti
appears to have become tolerated. At the other end of the
spectrum it can become regarded as art, venerated and
worthy of preservation.

G

In the context of historic buildings, and our medieval parish
churches in particular, graffiti poses a slightly different
question: is it vandalism, is it art, is it a plea for help, is it an
expression of thanksgiving, is it a ritual means of protection,
or is it a random doodle? In terms of what we then do about
such graffiti, the solution may depend upon the age of the
inscriptions rather than the artistic quality that they possess.
If we look closely enough, it is possible to find evidence of
the use of our medieval churches that extends beyond solely
being places of worship and memorials to the great and good
of society.
Since 2010, what started as the Norfolk Medieval Graffiti
Survey (NMGS) established by Matthew Champion, has
been growing steadily as an element of community
archaeology activity, concentrating on the systematic
recording of mainly pre-reformation graffiti and inscriptions
which relate to the ordinary people of the medieval parish.
The impetus for this survey stemmed from the recognition
that the work of Violet Pritchard on church graffiti, English
Medieval Graffiti published in 1967, which focussed on
churches within a sixty mile radius of Cambridge, had
served to highlight a resource of medieval art that was
worthy of more extensive study. As a result, the NMGS has
expanded considerably, with people in many counties now
conducting surveys.
Pre-Reformation graffiti
Whilst no in-depth survey of Leicestershire churches has
been conducted to date, a number of churches in both
Leicestershire and Rutland have been looked at, and whilst
the general impression is that finding graffiti is easy, finding
the right sort of graffiti is more difficult. In using the term
‘the right sort’, what is meant is pre-Reformation
inscriptions, as opposed to those from the seventeenth
century onwards when we are confronted by an increasingly
literate population who are more prepared to leave a record
of their presence in our churches and on their monuments.
This is not meant to denigrate later examples of graffiti
which can indeed be equally interesting or important in their
own right.

Graffiti including this depiction of a figure, daisy wheel and
letters (highlighted), can be found in the south arcade, St
Botolph and St John the Baptist, Croxton Kerrial.
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What seems to be clear is that such inscriptions were
tolerated and were an accepted element in the fabric of the
church. The process of making such inscriptions in medieval
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times was not a case of a surreptitious quick scribble with a
felt tip pen or squirt with a can of spray paint; while many of
these inscriptions are quick, possibly random scratchings,
more seem to have been undertaken with a purpose which
was meaningful to the person involved at the time, whether
it can be seen as being spiritual, or practical, as in those
examples of architectural ‘jottings’ undertaken by craftsmen
at a time when scraps of paper or the backs of cigarette
packets were not available.
Some examples undoubtedly display a degree of care in their
creation, and thus a significant time to execute as well,
which would suggest that their creation was not something
to be carried out hurriedly for fear of being caught, or for
fear of being brought to justice subsequently. They were
generally meant to be seen.
Nowadays, we are also accustomed to seeing many parish
churches as they were envisaged to be by a number of
esteemed Victorian architects, with walls stripped back to
the bare stone, lime-washed, or with a plain plaster finish.
This is a very different appearance to that which we now
know to have been the case, with wall paintings and bright
colour throughout.
In Leicestershire, only a handful of parish churches exhibit
signs of pre-Reformation wall paintings, either through luck
(possibly because the decoration was painted directly on to
the stone), or because the plaster surface with the wall
paintings was not stripped off and the paintings were
plastered or painted over to be rediscovered in the course of
later restoration.
In terms of classification of graffiti, around twenty
categories of medieval inscription have been identified,
ranging from religious and superstitious motifs, to heraldic
inscriptions, text and musical script, human and animal
depictions, architectural designs and gaming boards.
Dating of graffiti
The study of graffiti can be frustrating, not least because in
many cases one is working with what is fragmentary or
partial evidence. A key question is ‘how old is it?’ Unless
the creator of the graffiti was obliging enough to include a
date, the answer to that question can rest with other less
obvious elements, for example a study of the style of the
text, the fashions of representations of people, or in the case
of ship graffiti, the types of ships that are portrayed.

craftsmen who were responsible for the construction of our
churches, and in many cases, their growth and remodelling
over the centuries.
Example of a
medieval mason’s
mark from the
base of the tower,
St Mary the Virgin,
Bottesford.

Masons’ marks in our traditional parish churches seem to be
relatively rare in comparison to our larger minsters and
cathedrals, which would seem to suggest that parish
churches were built by smaller teams of masons where
individual accountability for work or the need for such
practice was less important in comparison to the large
numbers of masons that must have been involved in the
building of our cathedrals. Regarded as being inscribed by
stone masons in the course of construction, the interpretation
is that the individual mark, generally a simple design,
quickly executed by a small number of swift blows with a
chisel or similar tool, identified the mason who carried out
the work, thereby allowing payment to be made accordingly.
Such marks can occur anywhere within the church, and what
should also be noted is that a simple block of stone may
have six faces on which a mason could inscribe his mark:
there is no guarantee that every exposed face of stone in a
church will have a visible mark on it.
The use of such marks continues to prompt questions
relating to the work practices of masons. Did masons retain
the same mark throughout their career? Did apprentices
adopt a mark similar in style to their master? Did teams of
masons have similar styles of mark? Were marks passed on
from one generation to the next? Is it possible to trace the
movement of a mason or team of masons from one place to
another?

Masons’ Marks
Probably the earliest form of recognised inscription to be
found on our medieval places of worship, the humble
masons’ mark is a reminder, set in stone, of the group of

Mass dial, All Saints, Cossington.
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Mass Dials
Probably one of the more easily recognised examples of wall
inscription, and one which arguably is not graffiti at all, is
that of the ‘mass dial’ or ‘scratch dial’. Typically located on
the south side of the church, so as to follow the passage of
the sun through the day, these have been the subject of much
study since the 1920s. The interpretation of these sundials is
that they were used to indicate the times for worship prior to
the introduction of clocks. This worked by the creation of a
shallow hole in the wall into which a gnomon, or stick was
placed, and by projecting from the wall it would cast a
shadow onto a series of marks on the wall. Examples do
exist elsewhere in and on our churches, which may be
indicative of re-ordering, re-building or re-use of material.
Compass-drawn Designs
Daisy wheel
design,
St
Botolph and
St John the
B a p t i s t ,
C r o x t o n
Kerrial.

In terms of what is normally identified as being graffiti, one
of the most commonly encountered forms is that of the
compass-drawn design or daisy wheel pattern. Many will
still remember drawing such things in the back of maths
exercise books at school with a pencil and
a pair of compasses, inscribing circles and
swinging arcs across them to make intricate
patterns, and these are very similar to those
encountered in our churches.

off bad luck, offering protection to the person who made the
mark, or alternatively, in the case of buildings, protecting the
area of the building where the symbol has been inscribed.
Not every case is quite so straightforward, for example at
All Saints Church and at St Mary de Castro in Leicester,
there are stones at the base of a pillar and at the base of the
tower respectively, which have clusters of such inscribed
marks. These may offer some form of ritual protection,
however it is also easy to envisage an exasperated master
mason telling his young apprentice to ‘keep quiet, sit down
and inscribe circles on a stone’. That stone was probably not
ultimately meant to be seen, as it would be covered over
with plaster or limewash.
St Botolph and St John, Croxton Kerrial
This church in the north-east of Leicestershire provides a
case study of many of the types of graffiti that can be
identified, including a ship, figures, creatures, ‘daisy wheel’
designs and text.
One of the findings of the NMGS was that much graffiti was
meant to be seen, and to this end one of the likely places
where inscriptions could be found was the column on the
south arcade nearest to the entrance facing the door. At St
Botolph and St John in this location is a figure of an armed
medieval soldier and also a ship. The ship has been
identified as a medieval Cog, a seagoing vessel of the
twelfth to fourteenth centuries. associated with trade around
the North Sea and the Baltic. Whilst the purpose of ship
inscriptions is unclear, the suggestion is that they represent
either the request for a blessing for a safe journey, or a
thanksgiving for a safe return. Its presence at Croxton
Kerrial, being somewhat remote from the sea, is a puzzle.

This technique can be used to create
simple, if slightly more ornate, ‘cross’
patterns, and this can be seen on the
medieval cross slab that was recently found
at St Bartholomew’s, Sproxton,
Leicestershire.
The process can then be taken further in
terms of the decorative process to create
what are generally known as ‘daisy
wheels’. These more ornate forms are
sometimes interpreted as being
‘apotropaic’ graffiti - ritual protection
marks to provide good fortune or to ward
10

Medieval Cog ship (highlighted), St Botolph and St John the Baptist, Croxton
Kerrial.
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places of worship in the traditional sense. Their surviving
fabric, the stone, the plaster, woodwork and leadwork, often
bears witness to the presence and identity of those who built
our parish churches as well as our predecessors who lived
and worshipped there, and who also sought to express their
beliefs and record their hopes and fears.
Matthew Champion’s book Medieval Graffiti published in
2015, is an ideal introduction to the subject, providing a
comprehensive survey to date of the wide variety of the
types of inscriptions that can be found.
One only has to look at images of the Leicestershire
churches in Nichols or read parish accounts to get an
impression of the poor state of repair of many of these
places of worship in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries which will have affected church fabric. Given the
extent of necessary church restoration and re-building,
particularly that which took place in the nineteenth century,
the survival of these inscriptions is by no means guaranteed,
and searching for medieval graffiti can be a frustrating
pastime! In the course of refurbishment, many Leicestershire
churches have been stripped back to their basic stone fabric
and the thin coat of plaster or lime wash that may have over
the centuries exhibited evidence of not just graffiti but also
medieval wall paintings, will have been removed.

A crown, rose, ‘Solomon’s Knot’ and ragged staff graffiti
(highlighted), can be found at the base of the tower, St
Botolph and St John the Baptist, Croxton Kerrial.

Whilst the columns of the south arcade are worthy of
inspection, the base of the central tower also exhibits a
number of examples of graffiti, including ‘daisy wheels’ and
text. Of particular note is the inclusion of the heraldic marks
of a crown and a tudor rose, the religious symbol of a
ragged staff, and the apotropaic ‘Solomon’s Knot’ or
‘Swastika Pelta’ to offer ritual protection and even possibly
entrap demons. The location of these inscriptions, on the
west face of the tower, facing out into the nave, means that
to the assembled congregation they would be readily visible.

In many cases, the nave, side aisles and chancel have seen
varying degrees of restoration which is key to having an
impact on the survival of these ephemeral jottings. One part
of the church that seems likely to have experienced less
interference is that of the tower. Whilst towers are generally
by necessity less accessible, it is possible that they may also
exhibit surviving examples of graffiti and related
inscriptions when similar material elsewhere has been lost.
Bibliography:
Matthew Champion, Medieval Graffiti, (Ebury Press, 2015).
Violet Pritchard, English Medieval Graffiti, (Cambridge
University Press, 1967).

Conclusion
Whilst this is a necessarily brief consideration of preReformation graffiti in the churches of Leicestershire and
Rutland, it is hoped that it will serve to highlight the
presence of such material. This, in its own way, suggests
that Leicestershire’s parish churches were more than just

St Botolph and St John the Baptist, Croxton Kerrial.
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Hinckley’s Answers to the
Housing Question, 1923-1933
Paul Griffiths

Council houses in Hinckley and district on 31st March 1936 by settlement, showing the legal
powers used and the 1921 populations.

he “Housing Question” troubled Britain for most of
the period between 1918 and 1939. There were not
enough houses and many of those which did exist
were barely habitable. So acute was the shortage of
accommodation after the First World War that building more
houses became the dominant concern throughout the 1920s
and attention only turned to the condition of the existing
stock in the mid 1930s.

T

The First World War marked a significant change in public
attitudes to housing. Before 1914, the provision of houses
was seen as a matter for private enterprise alone, but
afterwards, governments accepted some responsibility for
ensuring that citizens were properly housed. In 1919, 1923
and 1924, major Housing Acts attempted to increase the
supply of houses and, in 1930, another Act sought to tackle
slum conditions. The interwar period witnessed the start of
an important shift in the way Britain housed its people:
private renting, which predominated prior to 1918, fell
sharply whilst the number of owner-occupiers and council
tenants rose.
To recognise national trends is, however, to paint only half
the picture. National policies had different impacts in
different areas and, since housing legislation gave a major
12

role to local government, how different councils responded
was a crucial factor. This is well illustrated in Hinckley and
district during the period from 1923 to 1933. This article
describes the contrasting policies adopted by Hinckley’s
councils at this time and goes on to examine how political
geography may have influenced their very different
‘answers’ to the Housing Question.
In 1918, there were two Councils serving Hinckley and
district. Hinckley Urban District Council (UDC) covered
the town itself and, in the 1921 Census, recorded a
population of 13,652. It was surrounded on three sides by
Hinckley Rural District Council (RDC) which had a
population of 14,296. The RDC consisted of eleven parishes
ranging from Wigston Parva with 50 residents to Earl
Shilton with 4,434. The main parishes are listed in Table A.
The Councils were separate and independent bodies but their
areas were closely intertwined socially and economically.
Hinckley was the unrivalled centre of the district and was
not more than five miles away from any of the RDC
villages. The RDC held its meetings in Hinckley and its
chief officer, the Clerk, was based in the town.
Economically, the two areas shared an industrial base with
the manufacture of hosiery and footwear dominating
employment in the town and in the larger rural settlements.
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A particular feature of the local housing situation was a
‘floating population’ of workers who travelled daily from
outside the area to work in its factories. The pattern had been
established prior to 1914 and was said to involve
‘thousands’ of people throughout the interwar period. In
1929, for example, Councillor George Ward estimated that
more than 500 of his 800 workers in Barwell did not live in
the village, with some travelling daily from 10 or 12 miles
away. Many, he said, would wish to live locally if
accommodation was available. There was concern that the
housing shortage was holding back the area’s industrial
development and prosperity.
Contrasts
Table A shows the number of council houses provided in
each settlement on 31st March 1936. This is the date on
which the RDC was disbanded, with Earl Shilton, Barwell,
Burbage and Stoke Golding being absorbed into an enlarged
UDC. The Table also indicates the Acts under which the
houses were built and compares the population of each
settlement with the number of council homes provided there.
The scale of provision may be noted first. The two Councils
built almost 1,300 new houses between them, the equivalent
of a 20% increase in the total number of dwellings recorded
in the 1921 Census.
Some fascinating comparisons also emerge between the
Councils. Most striking is the observation that the RDC
provided more than twice as many houses as the UDC

despite a similar population size. This is reflected in a much
lower ratio of residents to houses; in the RDC there was one
council house for every 16 residents whereas the UDC
recorded one for every 34 residents. The sharpest contrast
was under the 1924 Housing Act where an RDC total of 586
houses compared with 166 in the UDC. In practice, the
situation was most extreme in the late 1920s when the UDC
declined to build at all under the 1924 Act. The different
approaches are explored below after a brief consideration of
the earlier Acts.
The lack of UDC building in the late 1920s may seem
especially surprising in view of its early involvement with
council housing. It was one of the few councils nationally to
provide houses for rent prior to the First World War and its
pioneering activities have been described elsewhere. (1) The
UDC was well prepared to build again after the Armistice
and responded quickly to the 1919 ‘Homes for Heroes’ Act.
Despite generous government subsidies, building under the
Act was beset by shortages of labour and materials and by
detailed government controls and it proved a frustrating
experience for many councils. The UDC’s eventual
provision of 106 houses was average by Leicestershire
standards. More remarkable was the RDC’s production of
180 houses bearing in mind its lack of preparedness and its
decision to build on eight separate sites in six settlements.
(2) Approvals under the 1919 Act ended abruptly in 1921
and the 1923 Housing Act, which followed after a pause,
was primarily concerned with encouraging private sector
building.
In contrast, the 1924 Housing Act
produced over 500,000 council
homes across England and Wales
although its subsidy levels and
housing standards were lower than
those of the 1919 Act. Its success
was assisted by a steady fall in
building costs and measures to
stabilise the building industry. The
RDC responded enthusiastically. It
began by deciding to erect 150
houses in three batches of 50 and
to spread them over 8 parishes.
The final completions took place
in May 1929, by which time the
Council had resolved to build more
houses. Between March 1929 and
October 1930, it sought
government approval to a further
seven schemes involving almost
400 houses. The scale of activity
can be gauged from a progress
report dated 31st December 1930.
13
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It dealt with eleven contracts let to four
for people displaced by slum clearance in the
builders covering 112 houses in six
town centre, using the 1930 Housing Act.
settlements. 20 houses had recently
Later, provision for those displaced was
been occupied and a further four
also made on the Jericho Farm estate,
were ‘almost’ ready. Six were
purchased in 1934, on some town
delayed because of uncertainty
centre clearance sites and on the
about a road route but no less
Wykin Hall estate.
than 66 were at various stages
of construction. In 1925, the
Alternatives
RDC had appointed Edward
Crump (3) as its housing
Although the UDC eschewed
architect, and by the early
the 1924 Act for some years,
1930s he had developed a
it did not ignore the Housing
distinctive style which can
Question. Instead, it put in
still
be
recognised
place a programme of
throughout the former RDC
measures to assist private
area. His houses display
building for sale in the spirit
extensive
areas
of
of the 1923 Housing Act. The
roughcasting with dark orange
Council
increased
the
or brown bricks marking out the
government subsidy to builders
corners and framing the doors
of modest houses from £75 to £80
and windows. The last houses
per house, funding the extra £5
produced by the RDC under the 1924
from its own resources. It sold 21
Act were completed in 1934. In the
acres of undeveloped land off Rugby
meantime, it had started a modest slum
Road in a way which encouraged the
clearance programme which involved
erection of small houses; the Council built the
providing houses for those
roads and sewers and offered
Edward Crump, the UDC's Surveyor 1903-1919, and the
displaced at Earl Shilton,
plots for sale at cost price.
RDC's Housing Architect 1925-1936. (Courtesy of the
Barwell, Burbage and
Some were purchased by
Burbage Heritage Group.)
Sharnford. However, the
individuals but many were
continuing shortage of housing for people on the general
sold in bulk to builders. Later, the Council extended these
waiting list still concerned the Council and it decided to
arrangements by acquiring another site off London Road. In
resume building even though government subsidies were no
1925, the UDC introduced a scheme with three local
longer available.
building societies to guarantee mortgages above the
societies’ normal limits, thus assisting borrowers who lacked
Hinckley UDC’s approach to the 1924 Housing Act was in
a sizeable deposit. Frustrated that private enterprise was not
stark contrast; for nine years it provided no new houses for
producing enough new houses, the Council itself funded the
rent. Not until 1929 did it plan to build again and
construction of 24 houses for sale on the Rugby Road site.
construction work did not begin until 1931. The first scheme
Finally, it considered selling its existing council houses
of 100 houses, largely on Edward Street, was part of
the Council’s vision for mixed use development on the
Middlefield Lane estate, a large site to the north of the
town which it had acquired following much
negotiation in 1930. In 1932, after checking that
private builders were still unwilling to provide
sufficient houses for rent, the Council prepared plans
for a second scheme of 100 houses but government
approval was only forthcoming for 50 on Tudor and
Stanley Roads, before the 1924 Act subsidies ceased
(4). At this point, the UDC declared that, in future,
demand for housing should be met by the private
sector alone except where slum clearance was
involved. Accordingly, for the time being, further
houses on the Middlefield Lane estate were only built Mr Crump’s houses for Hinckley RDC at Park Road, Earl Shilton,
14
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although, after lengthy discussions with government
officials, it decided not to proceed.
The Hinckley Times described the UDC’s policy as ‘quite
possibly unique’. (5) In time, the RDC also enhanced the
subsidy to private house builders by £5 and offered building
society guarantees but it was not involved in estate
development and its measures to assist private builders were
only part of an overall housing policy, which as already
described, was dominated by investment in
council housing.

high. The Trades Council, representing local trades unions,
was offered no comfort when it complained to the UDC in
1925 about the lack of accommodation at affordable rents. It
tackled the issue again in 1930 but by then, the UDC had
started to plan for the Edward Street houses. Also in 1930,
the Hinckley Times published a swingeing attack on the
Council for offering ‘one type’ of housing only and
compared its record unfavourably with the RDC and
Nuneaton Borough Council. (8)

The UDC’s unusual approach could be
justified on several grounds. In 1926, its
Surveyor claimed that, providing all local
skilled building workers were fully occupied
on private sector work, the building of council
houses would not increase the overall supply of
accommodation. Much as this argument may
have resonated with those who remembered the
immediate post-War shortages, it began to lose
strength as the number of workers, skilled and
unskilled, steadily increased. There is some
evidence, however, which suggests that the Mr Crump’s houses for Hinckley RDC at Bardon Road, Barwell.
Elections
UDC’s active support for private builders attracted
additional development to the town. In 1923, for example,
The only serious electoral challenge to the UDC during this
the Nuneaton Observer claimed that a major builder had
period came in 1928 when the Labour Party and Trades
switched some of his production from Nuneaton to Hinckley
Council nominated nine candidates in what the Hinckley
as a consequence. (6) The UDC’s policies were less costly to
Times called a ‘mass attack’. (9) Contemporary press reports
it than building more council houses. Although government
say little about the campaign issues but do mention the
grant was not drawn into the town, the Council avoided a
Labour candidates’ objection to the UDC’s wish to sell
requirement to supplement that grant from its own resources
council houses and this may suggest that there was also a
and this helped to keep the Council rate (7) low to the
wider concern about housing policies. The retiring
benefit of all ratepayers including those in poverty. When
councillors presented a united front with all 14 of those
the UDC did start to build council houses again, costs had
seeking re-election putting their names to a press
fallen substantially. Memories of building under the 1919
advertisement which stressed the importance of continuity,
Housing Act may also have been a deterrent. With its presensible development and ‘sound’ finance. There were
War experience, the UDC had expected to be a leader but,
echoes of the ‘anti-socialist’ alliances which had developed
instead, the process proved slow and frustrating and there is
in some other councils such as Leicester and Coventry. The
a sense from the surviving records that the UDC felt
only Labour or Trades Council candidate to be successful
particularly disillusioned as a result. This possible factor
was Thomas Bromley, President of the Hinckley and District
aside, the UDC’s emphasis on private sector building and
Hosiery Union, who was also a retiring councillor. The next
owner occupation would have appealed ideologically to
most popular of the nominees received 551 votes, 130 short
some councillors and the single-mindedness of the Council’s
of election. The Hinckley Times noted that there was much
approach may suggest that they were in a majority. Motives
surprise at the lack of Labour and Trades Council success.
would, of course, have varied between individuals and it is
This suggests that, despite the result, the victors were
impossible now to be precise.
unsettled by the campaign and it may partly explain why
they decided in the following year to start building council
The weakness of the UDC’s position was its lack of
houses again.
provision for those who could not afford to buy because
their income was insufficient or unreliable. The theory that
poorer people would ‘filter up’ into accommodation vacated
The episode also illustrates a fundamental difference in the
by those buying new properties was less convincing in areas
electoral arrangements of the two Councils. In the UDC,
like Hinckley where the ‘floating population’ kept demand
there was one election for the whole of the town, with
15
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their attendance at meetings.
They may also have felt the
need to act together in order
to promote the interests of
the industrial settlements as
opposed to the agricultural
villages. This seems evident
in Councillor Ronald Toon’s
remark to the Earl Shilton
Liberal Association in 1925
that its members could not
do more on the RDC
‘principally because their
work was overshadowed by
other interests such as
agriculture’. (10) Table B
certainly shows marked
differences
in
the
representation of those with
manufacturing and farming
interests.

electors being able to vote for up to 15 candidates. This
meant that those opposing established councillors had to
attract votes from across the town; they could not rely on a
concentration of supporters in one area to gain a foothold in
the council chamber. In addition, the voters of Hinckley
showed a marked propensity to re-elect sitting councillors.
In the six elections between 1919 and 1934, they rejected a
sitting councillor who wished to continue on only two
occasions.
By contrast, the RDC was divided into eleven wards, each
corresponding to a parish. The number of councillors
representing a ward varied from one for each of the hamlets
to four for Earl Shilton. This tended to reinforce local
loyalties and meant that new candidates had to appeal to a
much smaller electorate. In practice, the Council was
dominated by councillors from the three largest
industrialised settlements – Earl Shilton, Barwell and
Burbage – despite the fact that they only provided ten of the
23 councillors. Between 1919 and 1936, these villages
always provided the Council’s chairman, usually the most
powerful position in councils at the time, and except in
1919-20, the Vice Chairman too. Their dominance is not
easily explained and is likely to have been based, at least in
part, on personalities and friendships. Some other possible
factors are noted in Table B. The three largest settlements
were generally represented by long-serving councillors who
had built up much experience and who were assiduous in
16

The need for solidarity also
had political consequences
by encouraging those with
Liberal
and
Labour
sympathies in the industrial settlements to work together.
Thus, Barwell Liberal Association regularly nominated only
two candidates for the three places at Barwell, almost
certainly with the intention of allowing William Freer, a
former Liberal but now a prominent Labour supporter, to
retain the third seat. Similarly, for many years at Earl
Shilton, the Liberal councillors shared representation with
Daniel Astley, an official of the boot and shoe union. Of the
Barwell situation, David Herbert remarks that ‘Mr Freer
would campaign only on national issues as he was in accord
with the Liberal manufacturers on local issues … and
worked amicably with them for the general improvement of
the Parish’. (11) Such co-operation was not unknown
elsewhere but was much less common than Liberal and
Conservative alliances. In the RDC, Liberal/Labour cooperation favoured the promotion of council housing by
satisfying the desire of Liberal manufacturers for more local
accommodation for their workers and the wish of Labour
representatives for better housing conditions. In the event,
almost all the major housing resolutions were proposed and
seconded by councillors from Earl Shilton, Barwell or
Burbage. Sufficient support was needed from councillors
representing other parishes but since, in the words of the
Hinckley Times, parish councillors had ‘not ceased to raise
their voices in a demand for increased quotas for their
respective villages’ (12), their RDC councillors had an
incentive to endorse the overall housing programme in order
to secure more houses in their own village.
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Middlefield Lane Estate, Hinckley: extract from a plan prepared by the UDC’s
Surveyor in 1933 showing the earliest council houses on the Estate. (Reproduced
by permission of Hinckley and District Museum.)

Conclusions
This article has examined the answers which two small
councils gave to the Housing Question between 1923 and
1933. The legacy of their decisions is strong, as almost all
the houses they built in those years are still standing and
occupied. The author hopes that knowledge of their history
will encourage a better understanding and appreciation of
these buildings and of the value of their distinctive
contribution to the townscape of Hinckley and district.
More widely, the article offers an example of how different
ideas and different political landscapes can combine to
produce sharply contrasting policies even where councils are
closely related. It does not suggest that political geography
determined the outcome but that its influence was significant
and should not be ignored. The study also supports the view
that national trends can only be properly interpreted in the
light of detailed local examples.
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Thomas Emery the Radical (1821 - 1868)
Ned Newitt
The Comic History of Leicester, by Q.U.I.Z. published in 1850 has been on the shelves of the Leicestershire Archaeological
and Historical Society since 1949. It was recently discovered to be the work of Thomas Emery

The title design for Thomas Emery’s The Comic History of Leicester, which bears the name of John Burton who was also its
publisher. (Reproduced by permission of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society.).

rom the late 1830s until his death in 1868, Thomas
Emery was at the heart of radical politics in Leicester.
He was by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a Secularist, a
Chartist, an Ultra Radical and an Advanced Liberal. He was
a framework knitter who became the editor of a local paper,
but who never lost his commitment to democracy, free
speech and working people. Born in Middleton Cheney, a
few miles from Banbury, Thomas’ father was a knotted
stocking maker. Although his son’s talent for writing was
recognised at school, Thomas was apprenticed as a
stockinger. However, his thirst for knowledge continued
unabated, and he was known to sit at his frame with a book.

F

which, ‘may prove a powerful auxiliary to our choir and
amusement parties’. (2)
That year he married Elizabeth Pickard, the daughter of a
Wharf Street framework knitter. She may well have been
one of the women referred to in the Oracle of Reason which
praised the Leicester Owenite women for their discussions
of atheism and their wish to be known as women rather than
ladies. (3) Thomas was also active in the Anti-Persecution
Union which had been formed to defend those arrested for
blasphemy, which he described as the ‘state interference
with the consciences of others’.

An Owenite Socialist
In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to Leicester to find work
and must have joined the Owenites soon after Robert
Owen’s visit in 1838. In 1839, precocious Emery was
writing to Owen’s New Moral World. (1) By now Thomas
was attending meetings, classes and discussions run by the
local Leicester branch of the Universal Community Society
of Rational Religionists. These were held at their newly
opened “Social Institution” in the Market Place (now the
Market Tavern). The Owenites were very committed to
freedom of expression, and despite their antipathy to
religion, they advocated religious toleration. Emery played
the violin and he must have been a member of the band that
played at the festivals and socials at the Social Institution.
By 1843, Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the branch, now
known as the Rational Society. He wrote in the New Moral
World that in addition to its political lectures, the Social
Institution provided two dancing classes, a class on natural
philosophy and a class for the Hullah system of singing
18

An undated photograph of Thomas Emery, probably taken in
the 1860s. Leicester Secular Society. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland.)
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Owenism aimed to create model industrial communities - a
mixture of garden-city and farm-colonies, but the financial
ruin of the flagship Queenwood community in 1845 led to
the collapse of the whole Owenite organisation. As a
consequence, the Social Institution closed and Thomas was
left without a political home. Like other Owenites he rallied
around G. J. Holyoake’s paper, the Reasoner and
contributed reports from Leicester. In one article he berates
the Liberal parliamentary candidates for treating the issue of
women’s suffrage with ‘evasive levity… and…general
laughter and derision’. (4) He also criticised the dissenters of
the ‘metropolis of nonconformity’, for wanting civil and
religious liberties for themselves, but not for those of no
religion. In 1848, his membership of the Mechanics Institute
was terminated after he wrote comments in favour of
opening the Institute on Sundays.
Essays on Crime, Education and Wages
In January 1849, Samuel Stone, the Town Clerk of
Leicester, offered a two guinea prize for an essay on The
Causes of Crime; its Prevention and Punishment. It was
open to working men and women and was organised through
the offices of Joseph Dare’s Adult School. (5) Emery’s essay
won first prize and was duly published. Using Parliamentary
statistics, Thomas showed the strong correlation between
illiteracy and crime, demonstrating that in counties with
more schools there was less crime. He argued that teaching
people to read and write would lessen their chances of
becoming criminals. He opposed the death penalty seeing it
as: ‘the most palpable instance of unreasoning and vindictive
punishment’. (6)

may envy’. The reviewer observes: ‘That men possessing
such abilities should be found in the ranks of one of the
worst remunerated departments of British industry, and that
they should have to carry on a constant warfare with poverty,
are among the wonders and anomalies of this age’. (8)
In the autumn of 1849, Thomas published a third essay, On
The Causes Which Regulate The Wages Of Labour. This was
written to compete for a prize offered by William Biggs
(brother of John, a former mayor and later an MP). In this
essay, he argues against the allowing the free play of supply
and demand, and against those economists who believed that
high wages were a ‘curse not a blessing’. He felt a labourer
might take the view that: ‘inherited wealth, high salaries,
large pensions, and fat tithes are frequently a curse instead
of a blessing, if not to their possessors, at least to society ...
An extreme wealth-class, and an extreme poverty-class
cannot go on to perpetuity’. (9) Since it was judged by the
Chamber of Trade, it was not surprising that the essay did
not win, but it was published by John Watson the radical
London publisher. (10)
Bookseller, Stationer and Writer
One can only assume that his pamphlets sold well, and that
this enabled him to give up being a stockinger and open a
bookshop and newsroom. He took premises at 148 Belgrave
Gate, close to the Wharf Street slums where he had lived
since coming to Leicester. (11) In February 1850, Emery
began to write and publish a working class newspaper called
The Leicestershire Movement, subtitled The Voices from the
Frame and The Factory, the Field and the Rail, Etc. (12) It
ran for 19 editions and featured essays and poetry, many
from former Chartists like William Jones. Priced at a penny,
the hated stamp duty made it financially unviable. As it ran
out of money, Emery described how Christians, Atheists,
Tories and Democratic Socialists contributed to it and
deliberated in its business. From his newsroom, Emery also
instigated a discussion group modelled on the former chartist
Thomas Cooper’s ideas for working class advancement and
supported Cooper’s attempt to become a parliamentary
candidate for Leicester. (13)

Almost simultaneously, Emery published an essay on
education. In 1849, bitter sectarian rivalry was delaying the
wider provision of education. Many dissenters were
suspicious of making the state responsible for education
since it carried the risk of children being inculcated by the
Church of England. In his Educational Economy, Emery
argued against the voluntary provision of schools favoured
by dissenters. Instead, he proposed a state run system of
secular education which would provide the ‘best secular
education for every individual, so that each shall
have a fair start in the world’. (7) The nub of
Emery's argument echoed the Owenite view that
education played a huge role in the ‘formation of
human character, and that with education,
criminals will be considered injured and
unfortunate; and the schoolmaster will be
accounted of more importance than the legal
functionary’. The Leicester Chronicle commented
that despite not having the advantages of a college
or academy, Emery wrote ‘with an ease and force The short lived working class journal which Emery began in 1850 with
which many of his more privileged fellow-men former Chartists.
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satirical commentary was on the political events of the
previous fifty years. He provides a light-hearted commentary
on the political antics during the demise of the old corrupt
Corporation.
The Leicester Secular Society

An 1854 press advertisement for Emery’s newsroom.

Emery and the displaced Owenites had also found refuge in
the All Saints Discussion Group which was initiated in 1850
by the Chartist poet William Whitmore. The group came to
be known as “Joseph Dare's discussion group”, and Dare and
Emery had a lasting friendship and for a short time both
were agents for the Equitable Provident Institution. Tragedy
struck in July 1850 when Thomas’ wife Elizabeth died aged
33, leaving him alone with two children. In November, he
married Millicent Lewitt (1816-1891), the
daughter of a staunch radical and Belgrave
Gate clock maker.
The Comic History of Leicester
In October 1851 The Comic
History of Leicester was
published under the name
of Q.U.I.Z. Emery’s
authorship was only
revealed
in
his
obituary. (14) The
little
book
was
beautifully illustrated
with some striking
wood engravings by an
anonymous local artist
and was sold for one
shilling. John Burton was
the publisher and must have
had a hand in getting it
illustrated. (15) The style of the
book is shown in this quote:

Early in 1851, Emery became the secretary of the Society of
Theological Reasoners in Leicester. (17) It met at his
newsroom to discuss freethought and in 1852, it became the
Leicester Secular Society. Its tenets were that science should
be the true guide of man; morality was seen as secular, not
religious; reason was to be the only authority; freedom of
thought and speech were essential; and that owing to the
uncertainty of an after-life, all efforts should be directed
towards this life only. The Secularists held a number of
well attended set piece debates with their opponents which
ended in 1855 when the Temperance and New Halls refused
their bookings.
With the aid of a loan of £25 from
Thomas White's charity, Emery’s
business prospered and in 1851
he opened a room where
several daily papers were
left on the table for poor
people to read. (18) For a
time Thomas advertised
readings of the Globe
newspaper which he
gave in the evening to
benefit those who
were illiterate. (19)
During this period
Emery started two or
three penny weeklies
and in 1853, his
Leicester Fly Sheet made
its appearance. No copies
are known to survive, but at
least three editions are
mentioned.

The frontispiece for Emery’s The Comic History of Leicester

King Lear is said showing Leicester’s Town Council. The artist is unknown. (Reproduced by The Hope of Reform
to have lived on permission of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society.)
Although the Chartist
the banks of the
ferment had subsided,
Soar; if, however, it was then as now, he would be
in the 1850s the right to vote was still a key working class
likely to look with a leer on the sloughy stream while
demand. In 1853, Thomas chaired an open air demonstration
performing his ablutions, and would have a sore time
in Mountsorrel where the national Chartist leaders, Ernest
of it whilst inhaling the effluvium arising from mud
Jones, and R. G. Gammage spoke and where ‘a vast number
and putrefaction. (16)
of people lined the road between Leicester and that place ...’.
Emery puns his way through eighteen centuries of
(20) During the 1840s, the grievances of the framework
Leicester’s history in as many pages, the main focus of his
knitters had been the driving force of Leicester Chartism and
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former Chartists were active in the Liberal Party. Radical
Liberals, like John Biggs, now embraced manhood suffrage
and parliamentary reform, which then created a schism
within the Liberal Party. The Whigs, led by the former
mayor Joseph Whetstone, argued that manhood suffrage
meant giving the vote to illiterate people and to the Irish
who would then be represented in Parliament. (22) Those
wanting all men to have the vote, (apart from convicts) were
dubbed “ultra or extreme radicals” or Chartists, whilst the
Whig faction were known as “moderates”.
During parliamentary contests, the Radicals and Whigs
stood against one another and behaved as two rival parties.
Despite the electorate being restricted to men with property
and freemen, Radical MPs were elected. Had the elections
been democratic, the outcome for the Radicals would never
have been in question, but as the 1850s progressed, their
position became increasingly difficult.
South Midlands Free Press

Prior to 1835, the lavish Mayors’ feasts were a notorious
feature of the old corrupt Leicester Corporation. From The
Comic History of Leicester. (Reproduced by permission of
the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society.)

the issue of “frame rents” was central. This was a profitable
business, where the hire of knitting machines was deducted
from earnings whether or not the knitters had any work. It
created huge enmity between working class Chartists and
Whig supporting hosiers and middle-men.
In 1853, there was hope that a bill promoted by the
Conservative MP Henry Halford would end this iniquitous
system. Emery produced a statement of reasons why
Halford's Bill should be supported. Despite a 13,000 strong
petition, one of Leicester’s two radical MPs, Richard
Gardner, helped vote it down. Emery was then active trying
to retain working class support for Gardner in the hope that
he would deliver on the questions of a new Reform Bill or
on National Education. (21)
Emery’s rented premises on Belgrave Gate gave him the
right to vote, though he still continued to be active in the
meetings of the towns’ “non-voters”. In the 1850s, many

In 1855, Emery became the founding editor of the South
Midlands Free Press, which was owned by John
Waddington, a Kettering auctioneer. It was a meteoric rise
for someone who five years previously had been knitting
gloves. The paper was originally published in Kettering, but
moved to Leicester in 1859. Edited by a “working man”, it
was very much the outsider amongst the local press and had
to struggle to get advertising revenue from the Council and
Board of Guardians. (23) The Free Press was a Radical
paper and like all Leicester papers it was published weekly.
In contrast to the Leicester Chronicle which sold for four
pence, the Free Press sold for a penny and had a circulation
of 5,500 in 1861. It eventually became owned by P. A.
Taylor MP. (24) It was said that Emery's obituary notices
were amongst his best literary efforts. Emery was also the
local correspondent of the Morning Star and the Daily News
and the first to introduce the London penny daily
newspapers into Leicester.
Radicals & Sabbatarians
By 1855, the Sabbatarian tide was running strongly in
Leicester's non-conformist chapels. An alliance of
evangelical Anglicans and dissenters was demanding action
to ‘keep the Sabbath holy’. In 1855, Emery spoke against
Sunday closing at Town meetings because he saw Sunday
closing of pubs as an infringement of individual liberty. ‘If
they could not secure the observance of the Sabbath by the
law of love, he was confident they would never do it by the
law of force. Teaching and preaching came with very bad
grace under the infliction of the rod’. (25) Although the pubs
remained open, the Sabbatarians had other successes. This
was achieved thanks to the Whigs using the religious
prejudices of the evangelists to defeat the Radicals. Early in
21

Leicestershire Historian 2019
1856, one of Leicester’s radical MPs, Sir Joshua Walmsley,
put a motion before the House of Commons proposing the
opening of the British Museum and the National Gallery on
Sunday afternoons. This motion unleashed fury from the
Sabbatarians. For them, Sunday observance was paramount
and though shops and pubs were open on Sunday, they were
hostile to anything that might compete with church or chapel
going. At a public meeting called by the Sabbatarians,
Thomas argued that the Sunday opening of museums would
not stop people going to church if they so wished, but it
would: ‘attract the masses from their miserable dwellings on
Sunday, and throw a ray of light across their hard and
cheerless path. .... Mammon had already wrung all that could
be got out of the bones and sinews of the working classes,
and there was protection for the day of rest. ... Sunday
opening of museums would provide opportunities for study
and mental improvement’. (26) Despite Walmsley's
overwhelming support amongst the non-voters, the large
numbers of Baptist voters tipped the balance in favour of the
Whigs and their candidate, Harris, won by 178 votes. The
result had national repercussions - making many politicians
wary of offending what was really a religious minority.

The epistle concludes with an appeal for toleration, freedom
of opinion, and charity to all. Though anonymous, this squib
could only have been the work of Thomas Emery. (30) After
a court case in 1857, music in the parks on Sunday was not
heard again in Leicester until 1895.

Another battle with the Sabbatarians ensued over the playing
of music on Sundays on the racecourse (Victoria Park). In
July 1856, the Mercury reported that the “People's Band”
had attracted 15,000 people to the Racecourse. (27) The
band continued to play every Sunday during the summer and
was financed by local subscribers. (28) With John Biggs
standing in an impending parliamentary bye-election, the
Whig Leicester Chronicle worked hard to prove that he was
a subscriber. Biggs was undoubtedly sympathetic, but kept a
low profile. However, a squib written in Biblical language as
an epistle from Tobias to Barnabas poked fun at
Sabbatarians:

Reform and the Liberal Schism

Now about that time, there arose a Sect who
preached the doctrine that music on the Sabbath day
was good, and might be allowed outside as well as
inside their tabernacles.
And at the sound thereof, in the open air, the fowls of
the air flew and rejoiced greatly, and settled upon the
trees, and joined the chorus of music.
Now it came to pass, when the Pharisees heard of the
sect of the Musicites, they assembled themselves
together, and took sweet counsel with seven Levites.
And debated amongst themselves saying, How can
these men who listen to sounds in the open air be
equal to ourselves?
Furthermore, the sound of the drum, trumpet, fife,
harp, lute, sackbot, dulcimer, and all kinds of music
will draw people together away from the Synagogues.
And if they come not to our Synagogues they will not
pay us for our preaching.
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Wherefore, we will abhor the Musicites, and call
them Desecrators of the Sabbath.
And if John, surnamed Biggs, will not pledge himself
to the same, he shall not have our votes at the
Election.
Yes, rather would we have one of the people's
enemies to represent us, than support any of the sect
of the Musicites. (29)

As part of the election campaign, the Sabbatarians offered a
£30 prize for the best essay on ‘Why Sunday Amusements
Are Inconsistent with the Word of God’. (31) The prize
winner, John Brooks, wanted the Sunday closure of the
General Newsroom where people went to read the
newspapers and all day closing of Leicester's 365 pubs and
beer houses. He also wanted the Sunday closing of bakeries
where many poor people had their Sunday dinners cooked,
along with Sunday pigeon flying, and gardening on
allotments and Freeman's Common. (32) Thomas Emery
countered with a pamphlet in opposition which he published,
price 3d. (33)

Emery became heavily involved in local politics. He was
Secretary of the North St Margaret’s Ward Liberals where
John Markham the former Chartist leader was now a
councillor. Meetings were held at the Red Cow just two
doors away from Emery’s newsroom. Emery also played a
prominent part in the affairs of the St. Margaret's select
vestry. These committees were the governing body of a
parish and had considerable powers which were eventually
taken over by local authorities. They became a battleground
between the Church of England and dissenters over the
levying of church rates.
From 1858, attempts to introduce reform bills were foiled by
internal party divisions and Parliamentary arithmetic. Emery
was the Leicester Liberal representative at several
conferences seeking to decide on the best way forward for
the movement. He also became a member of the Liberal
Electors’ Association which played a crucial role in
registering voters and running elections. It was probably in
this capacity that in 1861, he was part of a delegation of
“extreme Liberals” who invited the radical Peter Alfred
Taylor to stand in the bye-election caused by the death of
Dr Noble. Taylor was little known and in the ensuing
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by-election, the split between the Whigs and Radicals gave
the Tories the seat. Stung by this Tory victory, both the
Whigs and Radicals began to contemplate a reunion.

the performance of such works as the Messiah and at events
organised by the Joseph Dare discussion group.’
Respected and Trusted

Following the sudden retirement of John Biggs from
Parliament in 1862, the two Liberal factions united to give
Taylor their full support. In effect the Whigs were to have
one constituency and the Radicals the other. (34) Despite
Taylor being described as a member of the “anti Sunday
League”, he was elected unopposed as the Tories chose not
to stand. Taylor’s programme included abolition of church
rates and separation of church and state. Thereafter Emery
remained in Taylor's confidence and was given credit, along
with Whetstone, for engineering the peace agreement. (35)
The pact lasted and it enabled the Liberals to dominate
Leicester politics for the next thirty years.
In 1866, Emery became the secretary of the Leicester
Parliamentary Reform Association whilst P.A. Taylor
became vice-president and one of the few middle-class
supporters of the Reform League. This was constituted early
in 1865 to campaign for manhood suffrage and the (secret)
ballot, and Emery appeared on League platforms during the
parliamentary reform crisis of 1866-7. (36) He was among a
deputation of Leicester Liberals who met with Gladstone in
1867 to present him with a petition asking him to be
steadfast in the cause of reform. (37) Emery wanted a greater
measure of reform than that contained in Gladstone’s illfated Reform Bill, but he saw the difficulties in the way of
passing such a Bill, seeing Gladstone’s Bill as an instalment
of political rights and an honest attempt of Government to
improve working class representation. (38)

Though more than well qualified, Thomas could not be
elected to the Town Council or the Board of Guardians.
Whilst he had enough property to qualify for a vote, he
would have needed to have £1,000 (£120,000 today) to be
eligible to stand in a local election. He died suddenly at the
age of 47 and his obituary describes him as having ‘died in
harness’. (40) It was certainly true that Emery was the
workhorse of Leicester Radicalism; it was his energy and
commitment, along with his journalistic skills and working
class connections that won him a place amongst its middle
class leaders. Political debate at this time could be virulent,
but Emery emerges as a widely respected figure. He was
trusted by a wide range of opinion and this is probably why
he chaired so many meetings and why he was a secretary of
many organisations. Apart from the press, Emery was the
only man allowed into the “women only” public meetings
held in 1857 called by Anne Wigfield and Mary Woodford
to consider women’s property rights.
Although Emery had very radical principles, he was
pragmatic about how they could be achieved and had no
problems in seeking a compromise. His speeches, like his
writing, follow reasoned arguments rather than appeal to
prejudices or the emotions. Unfortunately many of his early
publications are lost, though his writing in the Midlands
Free Press is preserved. Following Emery's death, P. A.
Taylor MP, made a contribution of £100 (£12,000 in 2019)
to a fund established to help Mrs Emery and her family.

Emancipation and Garibaldi
Emery gave his vocal support to the Northern cause against
slavery during the American Civil War, and in 1863 he was
one of those who helped bring Garibaldi to Leicester. In
1867, he took a prominent role in another campaign over the
price of bread, largely concerning 3½ lb loaves being sold as
4lb. A year before his death, he acted as secretary of a
conference on Why the working classes do not attend places
of worship. In his view, the working man ‘would see the
expounders of his creed supported by an ecclesiastical
establishment - the parsons taking sides with his oppressors.
He imagines he can see it all. It is a cunningly-devised fable,
to cheat him out of present advantages by exciting fallacious
hopes for the future. Infallibility fails him, his faith gives
way, and be has no disposition to attend at public worship’.
Emery was not a dour Victorian. He was described as:
‘Urbane, yet retiring in his manner with an underlying
current of good humour ever apparent’. (39) ‘He played
quadrilles and country dances on his violin and took part in

For further information see Ned Newitt: Leicester’s
Victorian Infidels: a History of Rationalism and Secularism
in Leicester 1830-1867, Leicester Pioneer Press, 2019, and
the Who’s Who of Radical Leicester website
http://www.nednewitt.com/whoswho.
References:
1. New Moral World, 9th November 1839.
2. New Moral World, 18th February 1843. The Hullah system was
similar to tonic sol-fa.
3. The Oracle of Reason, 18th March 1843.
4. The Reasoner, Vol. 3, 1847.
5. Leicester Journal, 5th January 1849.
6. Thomas Emery, The Causes of Crime: Its Prevention and
Punishment, (Ayer, High-street, Leicester, 1849).
7. Thomas Emery, Educational Economy; Or, State Education
Vindicated From The Objections of The Votaries of Voluntaryism,
(A. Hall & Co, London, J. Burton Leicester, 1849).
8. Leicester Chronicle, 31st March 1849.
9. ibid.
10. Thomas Emery, An Essay on the Causes which Regulate the
Wages of Labor, (London: J. Watson, 1849).
11. 1841 Census.

23

Leicestershire Historian 2019
12. The title the Movement is borrowed from the short-lived journal
of the same name published by the then Owenite, G. J. Holyoake in
1844.
13. Leicestershire Mercury, 1st March 1851. Illness and lack of
money eventually forced Cooper to withdraw.
14. Leicester Chronicle, 22nd August 1868, Leicester Journal, 3rd
October 1851.
15. One illustration bears Burton’s name whilst the initials ‘J. Su’
can be found on others.
16. The Comic History of Leicester, Q.U.I.Z,. (A. Hall & Co,
London and John Burton, Haymarket, Leicester, 1851).
17. The Reasoner, 14th May 1851.
18. Leicester Chronicle, 31st May 1851.
19. Leicestershire Mercury, 25th September 1852.
20. Leicester Chronicle, 16th July 1853.
21. Leicestershire Mercury, 14th May 1853.
22. Leicester Guardian, 18th December 1858.
23. Leicester Chronicle and Leicester Journal, 24th December
1859, Leicester Journal, 23th April 1869.
24. Leicester Journal, 4th December 1874.
25. Leicester Journal, 23rd February 1855.
26. Leicester Journal, 22nd February 1856, Leicestershire

Mercury, 23rd February 1856.
27. Leicestershire Mercury, 30th July 1856.
28. Leicestershire Mercury, 26th July 1856, Leicester Journal, 12th
September 1856.
29. Reproduced in the Leicester Chronicle, 21st June 1856.
30. The bye-election had been caused by the death of the radical
MP Richard Gardner.
31. Leicestershire Mercury, 20th June, 12th September 1857.
32. John Brooks, Town Missionary, Leicester Prize Essays On
Sunday Amusements. An Essay, (1857).
33. Thomas. Emery, The Sunday Question: A Review Of The
Leicester Prize Essays On Sunday Amusements, (Leicester):
34. Leicester Chronicle, 15th February 1862.
35. Leicestershire Mercury, 25th April 1863.
36. Leicester Chronicle, 9th February 1867. This was a rival to the
National Reform Union, which sought the more limited aim of
household suffrage.
37. Leicester Mail, 18th May 1867.
38. Leicester Chronicle, 31st March 1866, Leicester Journal, 30th
March 1866.
39. Leicester Mail, 15th August 1868.
40. Leicester Chronicle, 22nd August 1868.

L.H. Ned Ludd. Emery wrote that the Luddites felt that ‘the improvements in employers’ frames would tend to injure the
corporeal frames of the workmen’. R.H. Emery’s winged metaphor for his historical approach. He wanted to only stop at the first
class stations of history: ‘we travel over the pages of history ... not at all in accordance with the locomotive agencies of the
times about which we are writing. ... if we plume our fancy with a first-rate pair of wings, and thus account for the rapid rate at
which we carry our companions over the ground’. Illustrations from The Comic History of Leicester. (Reproduced by permission
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The Comic Book of Leicester will be available online and posted on the News Page of the Leicestershire Archaeological and
Historical Society. https://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/news/index.html
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Sir John Rolleston - a Very Local Man
Cynthia Brown
ady Rolleston of Glen Parva
In 1871 he helped to found the
Grange is perhaps most wellMidland Counties Tenant Right
known locally as the founder
Valuers’ Association, and later held
of the Leicester Poor Boys’ and
regional and national office in the
Girls’ Holiday Home at Mablethorpe.
Surveyors’ Institution. He acted as
By contrast, her husband, Sir John
surveyor to the Manchester, Sheffield
Lancelot Fowke Rolleston, has
and Lincolnshire Railway, producing
become something of a footnote in
the parliamentary estimates of real
the history of early twentieth century
estate along part of the projected
Leicester. In the 1900 general
Great Central Railway main line
election he was elected as Leicester’s
extension to London, and negotiating
first Conservative Member of
the purchase of much of the property
Parliament since William Unwin
from Leicester to Rugby once the
Heygate in 1861. At this time
enabling Act was passed. He was also
Leicester
was
a
two-seat
a director of the Law Union and Rock
constituency, and his victory has
Assurance Co. (4)
been largely attributed to the success
More importantly perhaps, for his
of the Labour candidate James Sir John Rolleston, from the Leicester
Pioneer, 6th January 1906. The Pioneer eventual election to Parliament, he
Ramsay MacDonald in attracting
had extensive connections in and
supported the Independent Labour Party.
votes from the Liberals. Rolleston’s
around Leicester, both in terms of
tenure was brief. He lost his seat in the general election of
public office and his involvement in local organisations. He
1906, and was also defeated in a by-election soon
served as a Justice of the Peace for Leicester and
afterwards. This was not the end of his political career
Leicestershire, Deputy Lieutenant for the county, and for a
however, and his involvement in the life of town and county
short time as an Alderman on Leicester Town Council. He
was much more extensive and enduring than this relatively
was a member of Leicester Constitutional Club, and became
brief episode may suggest. In both respects he will repay a
President of Leicester Conservative Association in 1889. He
closer look.
played a leading role in the Leicester Habitation of the
national Conservative body, the Primrose League, and was a
John Lancelot Fowke Rolleston was born at Great Dalby in
member of its national Grand Council in 1896-97. Beyond
1848, the eldest son and second child of Rev William
the political sphere, he was a prominent Freemason, a
Rolleston, vicar of Great Dalby, a living later combined with
director of the Leicestershire Banking Company, and in
that of Scraptoft. A ‘clergyman of the Evangelical type…’,
1896 he became President of Leicester Fosse Football Club.
his father was said to be ‘greatly esteemed alike in town and
(5) According to his obituary in 1919, he was also ‘an
county… and a familiar figure in the town’. (1) His mother
outdoor man’ with ‘a strong love of the country’, and hunted
Mary Sophia, was the eldest daughter of Sir Frederick
for some 20 years with the Quorn. (6)
Gustavus Fowke of Lowesby Hall. Sir John was educated at
Not surprisingly then, much was made of John Rolleston
Repton School and Kings College, London, where he
being a ‘local man’ when he contested Leicester for the
studied Applied Science. He started in business as a
Conservatives in the 1894 by-election, which followed the
surveyor and land agent around 1870, and had his own
resignation of both sitting Liberal MPs. Too much, in the
practice at Greyfriars Chambers in Friar Lane, Leicester by
view of the Leicester Chronicle, a long-time supporter of the
1878. (2) Among the estates he managed were those of Sir
Liberal cause: ‘This talk of local men to represent us is all
Frederick Thomas Fowke at Lowesby, and Major-General
moonshine. We want good politicians, and honest men. Give
Edwyn Sherrard MP of Baggrave Hall, a veteran of the
us these qualities and the place of birth is a minor
Crimean War. In 1880 he was also involved in the
consideration’. While it conceded that Rolleston was ‘a
development and management of part of North Evington on
thoroughly honest, well-meaning and sincere man…
the estate of Rev F. G. Burnaby, which includes Rolleston
candidly, he is no politician’. (7)
Road and Burnaby Avenue. (3)
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Rolleston was emphatic in turn that, although coming to the
election as ‘an old acquaintance… claiming to possess a
knowledge of their requirements, as having a stake with
them in the town: I do not come before you merely as a local
man – I did not receive my political education on the
pavements of Leicester alone, but in other parts of the world
as well. ... That my views therefore, are broad and my
instincts most strongly imperial you will readily believe’. (8)
In the context of increasing international competition,
particularly in the footwear industry, his emphasis on the
importance of Empire and the need to acquire new markets
had a broad appeal to Leicester workers and manufacturers
alike, and his campaign was clearly attuned to other local
concerns. He emphasised his continuing opposition to
compulsory smallpox vaccination, a major issue yet to be
resolved after years of local and national campaigns. (9) He
also advocated ‘some provision… for the old and indigent
poor… it is a most melancholy reflection that a man who has
worked all his life, brought up a family, and done his all
throughout as a good citizen, should at the end of his life
have nowhere else open to him but the poorhouse’. (10) His
support for a reform of the Tory-dominated House of Lords,
which had recently vetoed legislation relating to
compensation for injuries at work, was more equivocal. In
theory ‘the hereditary principle is not defensible’ he
acknowledged, ‘but that it works well in practice is
undeniable’. Nevertheless, ‘I admit that the House of Lords
can never place itself successfully in antagonism to the
wishes of the people of this country’. (11)
His main opponents in the 1894 by-election were Henry
Broadhurst and Walter Hazell. A stonemason by trade,
Broadhurst was first elected to Parliament in 1880 as a ‘LibLab’ representative for Stoke-on-Trent when he was
Secretary of the TUC’s parliamentary committee (12), and
appointed a junior minister in 1886. He had lost his West
Nottingham seat in 1892 and was defeated in the Grimsby
by-election in 1893. Nevertheless, he was regarded as ‘a
staunch friend to every working man in the country’. (13)
Walter Hazell was the owner of several printing works,
including a profit-sharing firm in Aylesbury, and was
selected by the Liberals over a possible local candidate for
his ‘clear, incisive, and trenchant exposition of his political
principles’. (14)
For the voters themselves, ‘the fact that he was a large
employer of labour was to some a serious blot on his
record’, particularly when the local branch of the
Typographical Association described his non-union
Aylesbury plant as ‘one of the worst rat-houses in the
country’. (15) He never attained the same level of popularity
as Broadhurst, who topped the poll with 9,464 votes, but
was elected alongside him with 7,184 votes - just 217 more
than Rolleston with 6,967. The Independent Labour Party
26

(ILP) candidate Joseph Burgess polled 4,402, despite only
four days of campaigning and his declaration that ‘Socialism
would have to be carried out either by the vote or the bomb’.
(16)
All four of them contested the general election in the
following year, and both Broadhurst and Hazell were reelected, polling 9,792 and 7,753 votes respectively.
Rolleston came in third, but this time he was only 99 votes
behind Hazell. No single factor explained this. (17)
Although Burgess once again came bottom of the poll with
4,009 votes, the ‘Socialistic tendencies’ represented by the
ILP were no doubt a factor, on one side or the other, in the
pattern of voting - particularly in the light of the six week
lock-out in the footwear trade earlier that year. (18)
However, the political scene in Leicester had been changing
in other less obvious ways. Bill Lancaster has argued that
the strength of local Liberalism was already being ‘sapped
by the growth of conservatism amongst local
manufacturers… [and] by 1900 the Liberal Association was
no longer the undisputed political expression of the local
middle class’. (19)
Local considerations were clearly at play amongst voters in
the 1900 general election. This took place against the
background of the 2nd South African War (Boer War), in
which units of both the Leicestershire Regiment and
Leicestershire Yeomanry were serving. (20) While the
Labour Representation Committee (LRC) candidate Ramsay
MacDonald declared that he would fight his own campaign
‘upon Leicester rather than Pretoria’, the war featured
prominently in Sir John’s campaign, both in terms of the
‘defence of the empire’ and the widespread feeling that,
however costly and poorly managed it was proving to be, it
must be fought to a finish. The country was ‘animated with a
stern resolve’, he argued ‘which was nowhere more in
evidence than in that town’. (21)
Sir John also continued to emphasise his local credentials as
a candidate – just as his opponents continued to dismiss their
importance. Addressing a meeting at Willow Street School
in September 1900, he said ‘he should not detain them very
long, as he had expressed himself in Leicester for the last 10
years on every variety of subjects which had been of
interest’. He referred to Ramsay MacDonald as ‘a political
outcast who ought never to have come in the town of
Leicester’, and said of Hazell and Broadhurst: ‘He did not
know what they found in a gentleman from Aylesbury or a
gentleman from Norfolk’. (22) In response, at a meeting in
support of Broadhurst and Hazell at the Temperance Hall,
the question was asked: ‘What had Sir John done for the
borough? He had done much for the Tory party, but what
had he done for the borough as a whole?... a local candidate
might appeal to them on the ground that he had endowed the
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boys attending the club. (27) The camp was officially
opened at Mablethorpe by Lady Rolleston in early
August 1898. Provision was also made for girls from
1900. (28) Eliza Rolleston was active too in the cause
of female suffrage, one which her husband also
supported - in contrast to Henry Broadhurst who ‘did
not see his way to enfranchise all women as well as all
men’, or Walter Hazell who was ‘not opposed… but
was in no hurry for it’. (29) In March 1896 she
presided over a meeting of the Leicester Women’s
Suffrage Society at the Co-operative Hall in High
Street which was addressed by the leading national
campaigner Millicent Garrett Fawcett.
At the general election in 1900 Lady Rolleston was
said to have ‘done yeoman service for the party in
canvassing in the Wyggeston Ward and Latimer
Ward’, two of the poorer working class wards of the
town. At the end of an ‘exciting’ day, an ‘immense
crowd, certainly of not less than 20,000 people’
Lady Rolleston (centre front) at Glen Parva Grange (Courtesy of the
awaited the declaration. (30) Broadhurst again topped
Greater Wigston Historical Society.)
the poll with 10,385 votes, followed by Rolleston with
town with some great gift; a park, a public hall, or what not
9,066, relegating Hazell to third place by almost 1,500 votes.
– (hear, hear), but he did not think there was even a parish
This first Conservative victory since 1861 cannot be
pump to the credit of Sir John Rolleston (Laughter). Let
explained simply by the intervention of Ramsay MacDonald,
them have no humbug about a local candidate’. (23)
who polled only 4,164 votes, just 155 more than Joseph
Burgess in 1895. It owed much more to Sir John Rolleston’s
Despite the absence of a ‘great gift’, Sir John’s profile in the
continuing visibility in the constituency, his ability to attune
town had been enhanced since the 1895 election in more
his campaigns to local issues, and the relative weakness of
subtle ways. In 1896 he established the Rolleston Charity
Walter Hazell as an opponent. According to his own son
Cups for football and rugby with the support of the
some years later, Hazell’s status as a large employer and an
Leicestershire Football Association and Leicestershire
‘outsider’ were not the only - or even the greatest - obstacles
Rugby Union, whose borough teams included many
to retaining his seat, ‘when speaking in his constituency on
potential voters. Donations were made to local charities
controversial subjects he would probably have been more
from the proceeds of the games, which were reported in
effective ... to press his own case home and ignore the
some detail in the local press; and the cups, along with
strong points in his opponent's argument…’ (31)
medals for the winners and runners-up, were usually
presented by John Rolleston and his wife Eliza. (24) He was
Hazell also ‘spoke but little’ in parliamentary debates, but
awarded a knighthood in 1897, the year of Queen Victoria’s
the potential for Labour candidates to let in Conservatives in
Diamond Jubilee; and ‘so long as these rewards are
the future was not lost on the Liberals, either at local or
bestowed by either party in the State Mr Rolleston is as
national level. In 1903 an electoral agreement was
much entitled to one as any other person’. (25)
concluded between Herbert Gladstone, the Liberal Chief
Whip, and Ramsay MacDonald as Secretary of the Labour
Eliza Rolleston was also much in the public eye at this time,
Representation Committee by which the parties would not
both for her own philanthropic activities and her support for
female suffrage. Rolleston’s first marriage to Catherine
Adshead in 1874 had ended on her death in 1891. In the
following year he married Eliza de Cosson, widow of
Emilius Albert de Cosson, an Army officer who had
fought in the Sudan. (26) In 1896 she was instrumental
in establishing the Leicester Boys’ Club ‘for the purpose
of providing the attractions of home for boys to whom
the pleasures and comfort of home life are absolutely
unknown’, and the Leicester Poor Boys’ Summer Camp Drawings of all four candidates in the 1900 election, from the
Association in 1898 to provide a seaside holiday for Leicester Chronicle, 29th September 1900.
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oppose each other in 30 constituencies where this was a
realistic possibility. Leicester was among them, and while
Sir John might have been swept aside regardless in the
Liberal landslide of 1906, other local factors increased the
probability that he would lose his seat. (32)
The Independent Labour Party in Leicester gained several
seats on the Town Council and Board of Poor Law
Guardians between 1902 and 1905, increasing its
representation on both from two to 11. Issues around
unemployment and its relief account for much of this
increase in support, while there was also strong local
opposition to the 1902 Education Act which provided for
State funding for denominational schools. In his adoption
campaign in 1906 Sir John’s description of the Act as ‘a
great democratic measure; it could be amended but was
based on fair principles’ was not likely to attract Liberal
Nonconformists or Secularists to his cause. (33) Not for the
first time, given the Conservatives’ close links with the
brewing trade, he also found himself ‘between two
conflicting parties with regard to the temperance question’ –
the other being the strong temperance movement in
Leicester itself. (34) However, the issues that came to
dominate the election campaign in Leicester were tariff
reform on the Conservative side, as a way of countering the
effects of increasing foreign competition, and land reform on
the Liberals and Labour side, primarily as a means of raising
revenue to address social issues such as unemployment. At a
public meeting in January 1906, accompanied ‘as usual’ by
Lady Rolleston, Sir John said ‘he did seriously think that the
merciless competition to which the industrious were exposed
was responsible for that want of employment of which they
had such cause to complain’. MacDonald, by contrast,
declared himself ‘uncompromisingly opposed’ to Protection,
seeing it as leading inevitably to an increase in the cost of
food and raw materials. (35)
Broadhurst and MacDonald often shared the platform at
election meetings, representing what Sir John described as
the ‘mongrel coalition’ of the 1903 agreement. The LRC had
previously ‘proclaimed its independence and divorced itself
from the Liberal party…’, he said: ‘[embracing] largely the
Socialistic idea, beautiful in theory, but impracticable in
politics…’; but its leaders had now ‘discarded their
independent principles and had listened to the blandishments
and toadyisms of Liberal leaders going to them cap in hand
for their support, and kissing the hand that smote them’. (36)
‘We confess to a slight feeling of surprise that he should
have protested so loudly and so long his admiration of the
Labour movement in the past’, wrote the local Labour
newspaper The Pioneer in response: ‘and his utter scorn of it
in the present. The only merit the Labour party had in the
past, from the Conservative point of view, was that of
weakness; its great fault now is that it is strong enough to
bust Sir John from the representation of Leicester’. (37)
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So it proved. Sir John polled only 7,504 votes, putting him
in third place behind Broadhurst with 14,745 and
MacDonald with 14,685, almost 40% of the vote each. This
was not the end of Sir John’s parliamentary career, however.
He was unsuccessful in the by-election that followed
Broadhurst’s resignation soon afterwards, but came within
3,560 votes of the Liberal candidate, Franklin Thomasson.
Thomasson resigned the seat in 1910, but by then Sir John
had been selected to fight a seat in Hertford. According to
the Leicester Daily Post, his campaign there was
‘characterised by some remarkable innovations’, not least on
the part of the managing director of a brewery who ‘called
all the workmen together, and, whether they liked it, or not,
caused them to listen to an address by Sir John Rolleston’.
(38) He was duly returned in the January 1910 general
election, and held the seat until retiring due to ill health in
1916. He also continued to campaign for parliamentary
votes for women, and in 1911, impatient with the lack of
progress, he addressed a meeting of the Women’s Social and
Political Union - the Suffragettes - in London. (39)

Glen Parva Grange, South Wigston, the home of Sir John
and Lady Rolleston. The Grange was demolished in 1946.
(Courtesy of the Greater Wigston Historical Society.)

Both he and Lady Rolleston remained active in and around
Leicester, and in 1908 Lady Rolleston was invited to
perform the official opening of the first two cottages to be
inhabited on the Anchor Tenants’ Co-operative estate at
Humberstone Garden Suburb, where Sir John’s practice had
been involved in the initial search for a suitable site. His
recommendation had not been followed, but in his speech on
this occasion he ‘congratulated the members of the
association on the fact that they had proceeded on sound
commercial lines. Their committee had proved they knew
how to buy land, and they had not gone whining to public
authorities for assistance’. (40)
Sir John Rolleston died on 9th April 1919 at the age of 71,
‘the strain of the recent war having left its mark’: though
‘his mental alertness was as pronounced as in younger days,
his physical strength was somewhat undermined’. (41) Up to
that time, wrote the Leicester Daily Post in his obituary, ‘his
familiar and rather striking figure might have been seen in
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Leicester most week-ends’, which he almost invariably spent
at his Leicestershire residence. On these occasions he took
evident pleasure in meeting old political friends and
opponents, with whom he would discuss the more
interesting topics of the day with much of his former vigour,
showing the same broad and tolerant view of public and
town affairs that gained for him such general respect and
esteem in days when he was more closely associated with
the political, civic and philanthropic life of the borough’.
(42) His funeral took place at St Thomas’s church in South
Wigston, where the East window is dedicated to his
memory. It was followed by burial at Gilroes Cemetery.
Among those attending were representatives of the Leicester
Borough Conservative Association and of many
organisations with which Sir John had been involved,
including the Leicestershire Boy Scouts Council,
Leicestershire Constitutional Club, the Leicester Poor Boys’
and Girls’ Summer Camp and Institute, and the Worshipful
Company of Spectacle Makers, the London Livery Company
to which he had been admitted in 1909. (43)
Lady Rolleston remained at Glen Parva Grange after his
death, and maintained her support for the Mablethorpe
Holiday Homes. (44) In the 1939 England and Wales
Register she is described as a retired amateur artist living on
private means, a reference to her work earlier in the century
as a miniature painter who was exhibited at the Royal
Academy. (45) She was also responsible for the three-panel
mural on the west wall of St Thomas’s church, depicting
angels and a virgin and child. (46) When she died at the age
of 90 in August 1942 her obituaries also described her as ‘a
descendant of Edward the Third and a life member of the
Association of Descendants of Knights of the Garter’, and
‘the devoted friend of all animals and birds’. (47)
This brief study of Sir John Rolleston aims simply to fill a
small gap in the political and social history of Leicester, and
to suggest that in the increasingly complex and polarised
world of Leicester politics in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, a very ‘local man’ could still prove - for
a time at least - a force to be reckoned with.
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‘To be Caring and Compassionate Nurses’:
The History of the Leicester School of
Nursing & Midwifery
Katharine Short
ursing is often described as an art and a science - a
fusion of knowledge, passion, patience, trust and
caring. Whilst the heart of the occupation has
always revolved around healing, the role of the nurse has
changed dramatically over the centuries.

N

the Annunciation (later known as Trinity Hospital) in the
Newarke was founded in 1330. (3) The letters patent
specified that the staff should comprise five chaplains and
five women to care for fifty poor and infirm people. Inmates
were divided into permanent residents with incurable
conditions and those with ‘passing ailments’. (4) The five

This article is based on an exhibition, A Heritage of
Healing, which was held at De Montfort University’s
(DMU) Heritage Centre between July 2018 and June
2019. The exhibition celebrated The Leicester Royal
Infirmary and DMU’s shared history in the nursing
profession, using materials from two archival
collections held at DMU’s Special Collections: the
papers of the School of Nursing & Midwifery and the
Pauline Wells Collection. (1) Both collections provide
a personal insight into the experiences of nursing and
midwifery and include press cuttings, exam papers,
Trinity Hospital in 1776, from John Nichols History and Antiquities of
photographs, medical instruments, student registers, the County of Leicester, vol. I, part II, 1815, p.329.
badges, uniforms, and ephemera. This article is
illustrated throughout with images from the collections.
nurses had to be ‘women of good fame and untarnished
reputation’ who swore to ‘serve faithfully all the poor and
In order to fully appreciate the changes brought about by the
infirm’. They were rewarded with a house next to the main
introduction of nursing training at Leicester Infirmary after
hospital, but had to ‘behave well’, or risk dismissal.
1870 it will be useful to survey the historical role of the
nurse since the medieval period. The core activity of any
In the hospital established by William Wyggeston in 1513,
nurse was to provide routine care for the sick, that is, assist
nursing was provided by the female inmates themselves. The
them to eat, wash and toilet, and to provide what simple
facility cared for twelve unmarried men who needed
healthcare was available at the time, comprising a controlled
permanent care due to blindness, lameness, palsy or mental
diet, dressings, poultices and herbal remedies. In a poor
disability. The hospital also took in twelve poor, unmarried,
household, nursing was another
task allotted to women, while in
a richer household it would fall
to the servants. The care of a
doctor or apothecary was
something that only the well-off
could afford. (2)
In medieval Leicester, ‘public’
healthcare, such as it was, was
usually the concern of charitable
and religious foundations, staffed
mainly by chaplains. With more
concern for the souls of the sick
than their bodily care, mortality
rates were high. The Hospital of
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Leicester Infirmary, from John Nichols History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester,
vol. I, part II, 1815, p.326.
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aged women of ‘good report’. Two of the twelve had to
nurse the twelve men, six men per nurse; while one of the
remaining ten women looked after the other nine. (5) In both
hospitals ‘nursing’ was similar to the care provided by a
domestic servant – making beds, preparing food, doing
laundry, perhaps offering some home remedies or traditional
treatments, and assisting with the burial of the dead.
This definition of nursing continued well into the nineteenth
century. While the professions of doctor, surgeon and
apothecary or chemist were developing, they were not yet as
sophisticated as in modern medicine. The rise of the
‘voluntary hospital’ in the eighteenth century had led to the
development of institutions much closer to a modern
hospital than the medieval model. These hospitals were
founded by the local community who gave subscription
money towards their upkeep, sat on the governing board and
had the right to nominate who should be admitted. Leicester
Infirmary was opened in 1770 and operated according to this
model. Much of the routine medical care of patients in
voluntary hospitals was done by medical students as part of
their training, while the apothecary carried out tasks such as
the making and dispensing of medicines, the bleeding or
cupping of patients, and the supervision of treatments. (6)
There was therefore no real need for nurses to carry out
much medical work and in common with their medieval
predecessors, the first nursing staff at the new hospital were
essentially maids, managed by a matron who had a similar
role to the housekeeper of a large household. Indeed,
matrons were usually former head servants or widows with
experience of household management.
Susanna Andrews was appointed as the first matron at
Leicester Infirmary. Her salary was £20 a year with a £5
bonus for good work. Her role was to brew ale, buy food, air
the linens, make bandages, order coal and even pay the
insurance. The matron was expected to visit each ward daily
in order to conduct a roll call of the patients and report
absences. She had the keys to larders, stores and the outer
doors, which she had to lock at the appointed times. (7) The
nursing staff numbered only two in 1771, caring for forty
patients. They earned £5 per year, the same as a laundry
maid, but less than the cook. They were usually widows or
unmarried women, often illiterate, and regularly accused of
abuses such as drinking, inappropriate relationships with
male staff, and neglect of duties. (8) By 1841 the hospital
had grown to 106 beds, cared for by only seven day nurses
and two night staff. Their role was developing a little
beyond the basic cleaning and laundry tasks of their
predecessors. They were required to administer some
medicines, distribute food, look after linens, maintain good
order in the wards and clean. It is easy to see why no
training was considered necessary, for these were the
ordinary household tasks expected of any female; and as

Rules for the Matron at Leicester Infirmary, from John
Nichols History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester,
vol. I, part II, 1815, p.520.

Rules for the Nurses and Servants at Leicester Infirmary,
from John Nichols History and Antiquities of the County of
Leicester, vol. I, part II, 1815, p.520.

Frizelle notes: ‘the only qualification needed for taking care
of the sick was to be a woman’. (9)
Nationwide, however, the concept of the nurse as a trained
professional was beginning to take hold, largely thanks to
the agency of Florence Nightingale, her Nightingale
Training School for Nurses at St Thomas’s Hospital, London
(established 1860) and her best-selling books Notes on
Nursing and Notes on Hospitals of 1859. The increasingly
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important role of the nurse can partly be attributed to the
improvement in medical care through the inventions of
‘anaesthetics, antisepsis and innumerable improvements in
the techniques of the physicians and surgeons’. (10) As the
work of the medical staff grew more sophisticated and
complex, it was inevitable that they would need more skilled
assistance. Leicester Infirmary hired three ‘Nightingale
Nurses’ in the 1860s. Their superior work was reflected in a
much higher salary than the untrained nurses could
command. In 1866 the Lay Agency Society opened a
Trained Nurses’ Institution in Leicester, for the education of
women who wanted to go into private nursing
for well-off households. (11) The Institute
approached the Infirmary regarding their
trainees receiving practical experience at the
hospital, but nothing was settled until August
1874. The Board and the Institute reached an
agreement and lady superintendent Margaret
Burt took over the management of three wards
at the Infirmary. Burt had been trained in
London at King’s College Hospital, and she and
her pupils immediately made a difference on
the wards to which they were assigned. After
only three months Burt was given responsibility
for all nursing at the Infirmary, thus ending the
traditional role of the matron as nurse manager.
Miss Gimson, the matron at the time, resigned
in protest and the resulting vacancy was
advertised as a housekeeper. It was the end of
the era of nursing as an extension of domestic
service and the start of professionalization.

trained. A limited number of ‘lady students’ were taken on.
These women belonged to a more genteel class, the
‘daughters of Medical Men, Solicitors, Clergy, and
Commissioned Officers of the Army and Navy’. (14) They
had to pay a fee for their training. All nurses were expected
to attend daily prayers and a Sunday service at the hospital
chapel. They were not allowed to be out after 9.30 p.m.,
were not allowed to take presents from patients and had to
consider all uniform as hospital property. The training was
not without risk, as several nurses fell ill during epidemics,
two dying of typhoid in 1882. (15)

The daily routine of the new probationer nurses
was long and hard. Starting at 8 a.m., they
would work till 9.45 p.m., receiving on-the-job
training from the head nurses. They were given
two hours break on alternate afternoons, and
some time on Sundays. Six months was spent
on day shifts before three months on nights
when one nurse would care for thirty patients, Register of lectures given to student nurses, 1923-24. (Reproduced by
with a candle to mend laundry in spare permission of DMU Special Collections.)
moments. (12) Gradually changes were
Gertrude Rogers held the lady superintendent role for some
introduced. From 1883 all nursing came under the control of
thirty years, in which time she introduced further
the hospital board, ending the outsourcing of training to the
innovations to support nurse training, including a library
Trained Nurses’ Institution, and forming the Leicester
within the Nurses’ Home, the extension of training to four
Infirmary Training School for Nurses. The new lady
years, and the establishment of a more formal preliminary
superintendent, Gertrude Rogers, introduced uniforms, and
training scheme in 1904. Nurses had to have two months of
three dresses, six aprons, six caps, six collars and a bonnet
basic instruction in the lecture room before they began work
were given to new students. She also asked medical staff to
on the wards. The Nurses' Registration Act of 1919 was a
begin a series of lectures for nurses and set exams based on
big step towards the professionalization of nursing, and led
these teaching sessions. (13) New rules were issued:
to adjustments in the teaching programme and the training of
probationer nurses began with a month’s unpaid trial. If
one of the sisters as a nursing tutor in order to meet the
approved, they had to stay for three years, at the end of
standards of the General Nursing Council (GNC). Rogers
which they were issued with a certificate declaring them
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Notebook of a student nurse, undated. (Reproduced by permission of DMU Special Collections.)

and her successor Mildred Hughes were active in national
nursing bodies and contributed to the debates around nurse
training which led to the introduction of state examinations
by the GNC in 1924. Nursing had finally become a
recognised and regulated profession. A Student Nurse’s
Training Record held at DMU Special Collections reveals
some of the skills a student nurse would need to demonstrate
to her nursing sister in order to be put forward for state
exams: bandages (making of), bandaging, bathing,
bedmaking, bedpans, bed sores, charts, cookery, domestic
ward management, enemas, fomentations, ice bags,
infectious cases, lotions, mouth (care of), giving and
receiving reports, rectal tube, splints, sputum, stools,
surgical requirements and urine. Once these were mastered
she could progress to artificial feeds, blisters, dressings,
drugs, ears, preparation of examinations, eyes, care of
infants, irrigation, leeches, mustard, pessaries, poultices,
keeping special reports, preparation of apparatus, shaving,
sponging, theatre experience and preparation for x-rays. (16)
From 1942 to 1946 the training school was housed in
“Forest Edge”, a house in Leicester Forest East. In 1946 the
hospital purchased “Brookfield”, 286 London Road, which
had once been the home of the Bishop of Leicester and
before that, appropriately enough, Thomas Fielding Johnson
senior, Chair of the Hospital Board. The house came with
four acres of land and room for development, and rapidly

became the focus of nurse training in Leicester. Margaret
Bailey’s reminiscences about her training in the 1940s give
us an insight into life at the hospital. Students had to sign up
to four years of training, but had to leave and pay a fine if
they got married during this time. Life in the Nurses’ Home
was ‘as one enormous family’, with lectures from hospital
consultants – though these were often on what were meant to
be days off from ward work, meaning rest periods were few.
There were benefits to training in Leicester, home of the
hosiery industry, in the form of gifts of ‘a packet of nylons’
from grateful visitors! Bailey notes ‘we were nurtured in the
art of making each patient as comfortable as his or her
condition allowed’, and describes the training as ‘hard but
fair’. (17)
The introduction of the National Health Service after the
Second World War caused significant upheaval to Leicester
Royal Infirmary as the hospital transitioned to
nationalisation. As all local hospitals came under centralised
administrative control a student might find herself
undertaking practical training at Leicester General Hospital
as well as Leicester Royal Infirmary.
Over the course of the next forty years, more lecture-based
teaching was introduced to complement the practical
training on the wards. The question of how to balance theory
and practice in a nurse’s training was frequently debated,
33

Leicestershire Historian 2019
Students in costume as nurses
through the ages, 1960. (Reproduced
by permission of DMU Special
Collections.)

with some suggesting too much lecture-based learning
would be detrimental. From 1947 nurses were allowed
weekly study days while training, although in 1948 this was
changed to a ‘block system’ where nurses rotated work on
the wards with six to eight week sessions at the training
school. Four clinical instructors were hired in 1958 when it
was realised that busy ward sisters could not give as much
time for teaching as had been hoped. From 1966 a two-year
course for state enrolled nurses began. State enrolled nurses
worked at an assistant level and would need more
supervision than a fully registered nurse.
In 1975 the Training School for Nurses was renamed as the
Charles Frears School of Nursing. Charles Frears (18991977) was a local industrialist and philanthropist, managing
director of Frears Biscuits Limited but also Chairman of
Leicester No 1 Hospital Management Committee, 19631972, President of the Leicester Rotary Club, a Justice of the

Peace and a Lay Canon of Leicester
Cathedral. Brookfield was expanded
to include an administrative wing,
classrooms, practical rooms, student
accommodation blocks (Heron House
and Mallard House), a student
common room, lecture hall and a
library. (18) Prospectuses reveal what
the programme of study was like.
Students needed five O-levels
including English and a science to
take the State Registration course,
and two O-levels for the State
Enrolment course. Initial training
took place at Brookfield before the
new student began rotations on the wards. The course
programme was still operating in ‘blocks’ of study then
ward training. Many types of nursing could be experienced
including caring for children and the elderly, working in
casualty and with psychiatric patients. The prospectuses are
proud of what was a nationally recognised school: ‘the
teaching you receive, the equipment you use and the
environment you live and work in are a vitally important
part of the development of a girl into a nurse. At Leicester,
we feel we have all the ingredients to produce the sort of
nurses that are a credit to the nursing profession’. (19) This
quotation provides an interesting side-note - the reference to
developing a ‘girl’ into a nurse. Men had been admitted as
nursing students since the 1930s but the promotional
literature well into the 1990s is exclusively aimed at women,
featuring only photographs of female nurses. Nursing was
still considered to be a predominantly female role, a
stereotype that has only recently began to change.

The interior of Brookfield House – the Students’ Common Room, and the Lecture Theatre, 1975. (Reproduced by permission of
DMU Special Collections.)
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By the 1990s the work of Charles Frears College of Nursing
and Midwifery had developed following a ‘higher
education’ model. The annual report for 1992-93 notes that
thirty-three midwives and 320 nurses had qualified in that
year. The college also enrolled 1,500 nurses on continuous
professional development courses, short modules designed
to refresh skills or teach new developments to qualified
nurses. The college offered midwifery and health visiting
specialisms as well as NVQs in care, childcare and working
with the elderly. Crucially, an aspiring nurse could now take
a degree in the subject. Partnering with new university De
Montfort University (DMU), formerly Leicester
Polytechnic, the college ran BSc degrees in Nursing and in
Midwifery. The report mentions “merger discussions” and
frames the absorption of the college into DMU’s Faculty of
Health and Life Sciences as an ‘enhancement of status and
prospects for all our staff [which] will demonstrate even
more clearly both the academic and clinical status of nurses
and midwives’. (20)

School of Nursing Prospectus c1990 - a student nurse
supervised by a Clinical Nurse Teacher is about to give a
patient a blood transfusion. (Reproduced by permission of
DMU Special Collections.)

Thus some 120 years after formal nursing training began at
Leicester Infirmary, the successors of those pioneers were
able to qualify as both university graduates and as nurses,
something that would have been unthinkable for Margaret
Burt and her cohort. In 2011 the Brookfield site was sold
and nursing studies moved to the main DMU campus on The
Newarke, where facilities include purpose-built clinical
skills areas which allow students to apply theory to practice
in a safe environment. The nursing and midwifery courses
still maintain the practical focus of their antecedents and
maintain a strong relationship with local hospitals. Students
are required to complete a minimum of 2,300 hours in
clinical settings, and these placements are still organized in
blocks. The venue of placements varies from hospitals to

community health clinics and social care settings, and
usually includes experience of different shift patterns across
24 hours. As the Heritage of Healing exhibition showed, the
end result of the training, no matter how much it has
developed over the years, is still the same: ‘to prepare our
students to be caring and compassionate nurses’. (21)
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Dorothy Bovey - Botanical Artist and
Adventurer (1923 - 2003)
Richard Graves
Introduction
n 28th October 2015 local natural
historian, Steve Woodward, gave a
presentation to the Leicester Literary &
Philosophical Society, Natural History Section,
at Leicester New Walk Museum, entitled
Pushing up the daisies - Churchyard wildlife in
VC55. This was a summary and overview of the
extensive work carried out by Steve Woodward
and Helen Ikin to survey the range of wildlife in
around 330 churchyards of Leicestershire and
Rutland. At the parish church of St Luke’s in the
small village of Laughton, near Market
Harborough, Steve and Helen had noticed with
interest a slate headstone memorial with the
legend:

O

Dorothy Yvonne Kent Bovey, Botanical
Artist, and her husband, Norman Henry
Bovey, formerly of Killock House,
Laughton
This paper outlines what I have since learnt
about the life and work of Dorothy Bovey.
Background
Dorothy Yvonne Kent Williams was born in
South Wales on 8th May 1923 in the small
parish of Llanedy, Carmarthenshire. (1) She was
the youngest of three sisters, and the family at Dorothy Bovey at work at home in Laughton, (undated). (By permission of
the time lived in a very large house, known as Susan Ward, daughter of Dorothy Bovey.)
Llwyngwern, which survives today as a
residential care home for the elderly in the village of Hendy.
While Henry ran the family business his older brother,
Dorothy’s father, Henry Williams, was one of two brothers,
Dorothy’s uncle, who later became Sir Evan Williams,
the “sons” of Thos. Williams & Sons Ltd, a significant
involved himself in public affairs and was the leader of the
company at the time, with coal and steel interests in South
mine-owners during the General Strike in 1926. He was
Wales. The company was eventually absorbed into The Steel
President of the Mining Association of Great Britain from
Company of Wales, and later British Steel.
1919-44. He was at odds with miners’ leaders during this
time as the miners sought a national wage agreement
Her two sisters were, according to Dorothy, every bit as
whereas the mine-owners, led by Sir Evan Williams, insisted
talented if not more so than boys. One of the sisters was
on district-based agreements for wages and holidays.
apparently a brilliant mathematician, but upper middle-class
women in those days were simply not expected to “do”
Dorothy attended St James’ School, a girls’ independent
anything by way of pursuing a career. (2)
school, since merged with two other schools and known as
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Killock House, Laughton, home of the Boveys from 19612003, later re-named Linton House.

Embroidered cushion, depicting the back of Killock House, by
Dorothy Bovey. (By permission of Susan Ward.)

Malvern St James in Great Malvern. Her art teacher at the
school, Miss Varley, remained a life-long friend and was
probably a significant influence on her later decision to take
up painting. (3)

After the war Dorothy and Norman lived at 9, Kensington
Gate, London W8, where they had the whole house. They
had four children born between 1948-1956: three sons,
Philip, Andrew and William, and a daughter, Susan. Dorothy
at this time was interested in art and architecture and
regularly took the children to the National Gallery and the
Victoria and Albert Museum, where she explained the
paintings to the children. On a similar “art appreciation”
theme in 1956 the family visited Santiago de Compostela in
Spain and then up into France, visiting the Palaeolithic cave
paintings at Lascaux in the Dordogne, and also Chartres and
Mont St Michel. (7)

Wartime and Post-war
Henry Williams died suddenly in 1936 when Dorothy was
13. It is understood that by the late 1930s the three sisters
were based in the family’s flat at 60, Queens Gate,
Kensington SW7. The oldest sister was a “deb”, but the
outbreak of war probably denied a similar route for the two
younger sisters. Dorothy joined the Womens’ Auxiliary Air
Force (WAAF) and was based at RAF Bentley Priory, near
Stanmore, Middlesex, a non-flying RAF Station, famous as
the HQ of Fighter Command during the War, where she was
‘listening to informative German radio signals’. (4) It is
thought that she was assisting with work on Ultra
intelligence. In 1944 the sisters were bombed out of the
family flat in Kensington by a V2 bomb attack. (5)
Dorothy met Norman Bovey on a “demob” course in 1946,
and they were married soon afterwards on 21st December
1946 at St Michael’s Church in the parish of Cathedine,
Breconshire. Dorothy’s address at the time was given as
Cilwych, Bwlch, Breconshire, believed to have been the
home of her eldest sister, Margaret, at the time, and
Norman’s home address was 48, Melford Road, Dulwich,
London. (6) Norman Bovey had a distinguished wartime
career in the Royal Navy and was later awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross, a military decoration awarded
for ‘gallantry during active operations against the enemy at
sea’. The DSC was in recognition of his role in leading the
second main wave of Barracuda dive bombers from 829
Naval Air Squadron in the attack on the German battleship
Tirpitz in Operation Tungsten in Arctic Norway on 3rd April
1944. The Tirpitz was a major threat to the Russian Arctic
Convoys, and the operation was one of a series of attacks
designed to seriously disable or sink the German ship.

Laughton, 1961-2003
In 1961 the Bovey family moved out of London to South
Leicestershire. (8) They settled in Laughton, a village just
off the old Welford Road, 13 miles south of Leicester, in the
hill country close to the Northamptonshire border. Laughton
now has a population of less than 100. There were no known
previous connections with Leicestershire, and Dorothy’s son
Philip Bovey speculates that the move may have been driven
by his mother “from a wish to get back to the country”.
They moved into Killock House, mentioned in Pevsner and
described in the Victoria County History of Leicestershire as
one of three large houses to the east of Main Street, ‘a twostoried brick building dating from the late seventeenth or
early eighteenth century’. (9) It is a Grade II listed building.
Norman Bovey bought the house in 1961. (10)
Soon after the move to Laughton, the youngest of the
children, William, went away to school. With the older
children also away at boarding school, Dorothy took up
flower painting. She had no formal training in either art or
botany, but she ‘always wanted to have a go at it’. (11)
Initially Dorothy sold her paintings to friends and then
progressed to showing them at Royal Horticultural Society
shows in Westminster and Chelsea and the Game Fair at
Harrogate. According to Philip Bovey her outgoing
37

Leicestershire Historian 2019
personality and ability to engage people was a factor in her
developing a reasonably lucrative business.
By 1974, William, the youngest child, was 18 and had left
home. Later that year, aged 51, Dorothy successfully applied
to become a member of the Zaire River Expedition,
organised by the Scientific Exploration Society (S.E.S.) and
led by Major John Blashford-Snell, one of the Society’s
founder members. She later told the Sunday Telegraph
Magazine in October 1977 that she had found ‘a better way
of being a grandmother than sitting round in hotels in
Torquay’. (12) Philip believes that she failed the fitness test
for the trip ‘but talked her way into the expedition anyway,
claiming exemption on the ground that she was older than
anyone else’. (13) The aim of the expedition was to navigate
the length of the Zaire River (formerly the River Congo) and
carry out a programme of medical and scientific research.
(14) The expedition arrived in Zaire on 4th October 1974
and returned to Britain on 26th January 1975. Dorothy was
the official botanical artist on the expedition and spent
around seven weeks with the team, returning to Britain in
mid-November. Botanist, Andrew Paterson, made an
extensive collection of specimens for the Royal Botanical
Gardens at Kew, and Dorothy Bovey was to paint or draw
many of them. (15) The two of them subsequently won the
gold medal of the RHS for their exhibition of plants and
paintings at the Society’s annual show in April 1975.
Over the next few years Dorothy Bovey travelled
extensively, often on her own, sometimes with organised
groups. She visited North
Africa several times, Iran
and Turkey for the
architecture, China and
Vietnam, Mexico and
Canada, and the Australian
outback for the botany.
Norman Bovey normally
stayed at home but
supported Dorothy in her
ventures. A serious leg
infection contracted on
another S.E.S. trip to
Indonesia
probably
dissuaded her from future
expeditions, although she
remained in close touch
with
many
former
colleagues from the earlier
ventures. (16)
After Zaire she was invited
by the Sultan of Oman to
paint some of the flowers
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found in the highlands of Northern Oman. This was part of
an Omani Government education programme to study and
appreciate the natural resources of the country, and a short
book was published by Bartholomew in 1978: Wild Flowers
of Northern Oman, illustrated in colour by Dorothy Bovey,
text by James Mandaville Jr. Almost all the paintings in the
book were drawn from living specimens, which were then
pressed and forwarded to the Natural History Museum to
confirm identification by Dorothy Hillcoat, specialist in
Arabian flora at the Museum. The plants chosen for
illustration were either those of a particular visual interest or
those which are major components of the dominant
vegetation and therefore important in understanding the
regional ecology. Many of the specimens were painted for
the first time, and the book achieved its aim ‘to provide….a
means for the student and non-specialist visitor to identify
those flowers of northern Oman that are commonly
encountered’. (17)
As the work and physical effort involved in exhibiting
gradually took its toll Dorothy turned more to the teaching
of flower painting. She taught courses at Flatford Mill
Learning Centre in Suffolk and also West Dean College near
Chichester for many years. At some stage she must have
been asked to produce another book, this time based on her
teaching course material. This was never published for
whatever reason, and the complete typescript and
illustrations only came to light when the family were
clearing out the house after their parents’ deaths. (18)

Dorothy Bovey, seated far right, during the Zaire River Expedition October / November 1974. (By
permission of Susan Ward.)
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Tecomella undulata, a tall shrub or small tree.

Nerium mascatense, closely
resembling the garden oleander.

Dodonaea viscosa, a mountain shrub.

Euryops pinifolius, a bright-flowered shrublet.
Illustrations of flowers found in Northern Oman made for the Sultan of Oman by Dorothy Bovey and published by Bartholomew
Books in 1978 in Wild Flowers of Northern Oman. (Illustrations reproduced by permission of the Diwan of the Royal Court,
Sultanate of Oman.)
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A later interest, alongside the painting, was photography.
Dorothy’s approach to photography contrasted with her
painting method. Her son Philip, and husband Norman, were
also photographers: ‘Her style was very different from ours.
Both of us would take ages over a single picture. Although
she was meticulous in her painting, taking great care over
the exact paper surface, brush size, colour and every detail she would only paint in daylight - she would take hundreds
of photographs and hope that one or two would be good. Her
method probably produced as many good ones as ours!’ (19)
Her subjects were mainly flowers, landscapes, architecture
and people. She used the material to lecture extensively to
local groups and still continued to hold smaller-scale
displays of her paintings.

Tray and place-mats, paintings by Dorothy Bovey for Medici
Gallery collection. (By permission of Susan Ward.)

Dorothy also used and developed the large garden of Killock
House to produce subject material for her painting and had
changing passions for subject material: ‘For example she
became very interested in rare irises and imported them from
all over the world. A few years later she moved on to
something else and they all went.’ (20) She had some
commercial success producing sets of melamine place mats
and coasters through the Medici Gallery, London. Although
she made some attempts to sell her paintings in West End
galleries she had more success at exhibitions, where she was
able to personally engage with people and where the pictures
were more affordably priced than at the galleries.
Although Dorothy remained active her painting ability was
eventually affected by deteriorating vision. She had an
appointment to discuss possible cataract removal on the day
she suffered the stroke, which eventually caused her death. (21)
Norman Bovey was very active in the local community and
was churchwarden for many years. At this stage of his life
he described himself as a ‘builder (retired)’, and he took
charge of maintaining the extensive and historic mud wall
on the north and west sides of the churchyard. Dorothy was
less involved in local affairs, but she retained many contacts
and friendships from her earlier travels and her painting
career. Dorothy Bovey died on 6th April 2003 in Leicester
Royal Infirmary, aged 79. (22) She had lived more than half
her life in Laughton. The memorial headstone in Laughton
churchyard was personally selected by her husband from a
quarry in the Lake District. Norman died on 13th October
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2005 aged 83. (23) Both he and Dorothy had remained
living in Killock House until just a few days before their
respective deaths. Their two youngest sons, William and
Andrew, died in 2012 and 2014, aged 55 and 61 respectively
and are also buried in Laughton churchyard. Norman Bovey
was proud of what his wife had achieved, and it was his
decision to inscribe the legend ‘Botanical Artist’ on the
headstone at Laughton. (24)
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‘That They Shall Have Life’: The University of
Leicester Celebrates its Centenary
Caroline Wessel
n Armistice Day 1918 a Leicester physician, Dr
Astley Clarke, strode into the town through the
jubilant rejoicing crowds and paid five £20 notes
into the bank. This was the start of an ambitious fund for the
forming of a proposed Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
University College, to be founded as a lasting War Memorial
to those local men who fell in the First World War - hence
the College’s motto That They Shall Have Life. The period
between this auspicious day in 1918 and the occasion when
in 1921 the University excitedly opened its doors to its first
students has now initiated a three-year Centenary
Celebration. Its President is Sir David Attenborough, who
grew up on the campus as a boy when his father was
Principal there, and a Centenary Project Board has been
appointed to plan and oversee an imaginative variety of
objectives and activities. These will include respectful

O

remembrance of the past and exciting plans for the next one
hundred years at the University, with some emphasis on
philanthropic and pastoral work, both on its home territory
and within the wider community.
The Special Collections in the Library at the University of
Leicester has an extensive and wide range of archives
relating to its founding and early years, including Dr
Clarke’s personal scrapbook, The Golden Book that records
the names of early benefactors (1), and The Memorial
Portraits Book referring to ‘In Memoriam’ gifts. (2) A
useful database of 169 early benefactors can now be found
online. (3) A detailed study has been made of the scrapbooks
that contain scores of meticulously kept press cuttings from
the founding period and these shed light not only on the
names of the prime movers but also reveal much about the
social, philanthropic, intellectual, economic and political
life of those times.
The idea of establishing a University College for
Leicester was first mooted by the Literary &
Philosophical Society in 1880, but was more
enthusiastically championed by Dr Astley Clarke in his
Lit. & Phil. Presidential address in 1912.
By the early twentieth century, Leicester’s thriving
industries of hosiery, boot and shoe and resultant
engineering trades had made it one of the wealthiest
cities in Europe, allowing many of its self-made citizens
to rise to a comfortable upper middle class, and erect a
flourish of new civic, business, religious and leisure
buildings. But as Walter Gibbs, Editor of the Leicester
Daily Post, wrote ‘something more is required;
something of practical utility yet ministering to the
highest that is in us’ (4), to which Dr Clarke responded
‘Education alone is an asset of which an individual
cannot be robbed’. (5)

Title page of The Golden Book which records the list of donors to
the College, and was designed and written in beautiful script by
students at the Leicester School of Arts and Crafts at the time of
the University opening. (University of Leicester Archives,
ULA/HIS/FOU/1.)

As a busy and highly respected doctor in Leicester, and
senior physician at Leicester Infirmary, Dr Clarke had
many contacts. He was also the son of a senior surgeon at
the Infirmary and the son-in-law of Mr Harry Simpson
Gee, an extremely prosperous and influential local
businessman and banker. It is therefore not surprising
that a high percentage of the first donations for a
University College for Leicester came from prominent
medical men and many well-to-do local manufacturers,
whose firms were family-owned.
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Hospital, the Temperance Society and Leicester’s Technical
and Art Schools and were also prominent members of the
Leicester Chamber of Commerce. Although Mrs Bernard
Ellis did astutely observe that ‘In Leicester many thousands
of people are making money, without knowing how to
exchange it for real happiness’. (6)
A good deal of intermarriage took place between these
families, thus strengthening the bonds of friendship and
increasing the pride of dynastic achievement. Intermarriages
included Clarke and Gee (twice); Wood and Lennard; Gee
and Tyler; Gimson and Gee; Goddard and Viccars; and
Fielding Johnson and Everard. The Leicestershire Club in
Welford Place was a central meeting place for these
gentlemen, where they could enjoy pleasant relaxation with
like-minded company, dine on a plain English menu, imbibe
a decent Claret wine, and play a game of post-prandial
billiards. So it was this group of well-to-do middle-class
manufacturing families who initially formed the core of keen
benefactors of the proposed University College.

Dr Astley V. Clarke, 1922. (University of Leicester Archives,
ULA/FG9/1/7.)

Many of these business names are still familiar in the county
today - Fielding Johnson, North, Edward Wood, Faire, Gee,
Stibbe, Goddard, Ellis, Tyler, Lennard and Gimson. Once
the University College opened, many of these dedicated
women and men served on the College’s Court of
Governors, Council and Committees, even though they were
not university-educated themselves.

There were also a number of doctors who played a major
part in the escalating plans and enthusiasm: Dr Robert
Sevestre, a general practitioner, a physician at the Infirmary,
and an active member of Leicester Medical Society; Dr
Ernest Lilley, a general practitioner, donated musical
equipment and served on the College’s Music SubCommittee; and the surgeon, Dr Charles Bond, a co-founder
of the Voluntary Euthanasia Legalization Committee, was
eloquent at many of the early College meetings. He
subsequently held seven official appointments at the College
and donated a complete set of the Infirmary’s X-ray
equipment to the Medical School. In 1917 Colonel Astley
Clarke, the leading light and innovator of the whole College
project, was also busy as Administrator at the Leicester 5th
Northern General military hospital located in the former
Lunatic Asylum that would soon become the principal
building of the new College.

In the main, these manufacturing families did not use their
wealth to move out of town to a country estate and become
‘landed gentry’; but continued to live within their own
suburban residential areas, donating a considerable amount
of their time and energy to Leicester
philanthropic causes, giving back much of
their wealth to their home town. A number
of these newly-rich individuals served as
Justices of the Peace, or were industrious
Borough councillors contributing to a
variety of sub-committees. Their public
service included social welfare, public
health, education, charitable causes, trade
benevolent associations, building societies to
help enable the less well-off to acquire
homes, cultural, museum and literary
enterprises, Rotary Clubs, Soroptimists and
the preservation of the countryside. They
took on voluntary demanding managerial The Fifth Northern General Military Hospital which became the principal
roles at Leicester Infirmary, Wyggeston’s building of the new College. (University of Leicester Archives, ULA/HIS/PH/2.)
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Understandably those prominent in education in the town
and county also gave tremendous support to the new College
- the Directors of Education for County and Borough, Mr
Brockington and Mr Francis Armitage, and the Headteachers
of the principal Leicester Schools - Rev James Went,
Wyggeston Boys’ most famous Headmaster; Miss Sarah
Heron, Headmistress of Wyggeston Girls’; and Miss
Florence Rich, former teacher at Roedean School and
Headmistress of Leicester’s Granville School. In addition
Mr Walter Gibbs, Editor of the Leicester Daily Post, was a
wholehearted supporter and in due course became the
salaried Secretary of the newly-formed College Committee.

Alderman North stated that ‘the scheme for the university
should be a democratic one ... for clever brains, whatever
class, should be given every possible opportunity’. (13) Mr
J. Ellis, President of the Leicester Head Teachers’
Association, declared that there should be ‘equal opportunity
for every child’. (14) Surely these were very forwardthinking concepts for that date - though understandable
perhaps, as a number of these founder businessmen were
senior members of the Leicester Liberal Association and
College supporters. Councillor Stanton Salt and the great
orator, Councillor James Kelly, were both strong Socialists
from humble beginnings.

The Special Collections press cuttings books commence in
November 1917. This was the very time during the Great
War when at Passchendaele in Belgium around 300,000
British soldiers were being killed, drowned in thick mud, or
wounded. How could Leicester people have had such
optimism for their future University - even for their own
country - not knowing whether they would win the war?
Even though there was little prospect of an early end to
hostilities, supporter and future College Council member, Dr
Frederick Bennett, stressed that ‘We must follow up the
heroism on the battlefield by ... training our powers for the
strenuous battle to follow ... peace will be only the first stage
in the great struggle’. (7) Surprisingly, he also expressed his
admiration for the ‘wonderful and disciplined organisation
of the Germans ... We must imitate what is good in them ...
the first subjects to be taught should be those valuable to
industrial progress’. This sentiment was echoed by
Alderman North who asserted that a University would be a
‘good investment from the point of view of industry ... [for]
the Germans were forging ahead of us in the commercial
world before the war’. (8)

Furthermore, several of the early female benefactors had
Liberal party and Suffragette leanings and Miss Eleanor
Sloane was Secretary of the Leicester branch of the National
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship. Mrs Agnes
Fielding Johnson was a Governor of Wyggeston Girls’
School and a campaigner for the education of girls; Miss
Gertrude Vincent was a Vice-Chairman of the College
Committee from its first year and was long-serving on many
of its committees; and Miss Annie Clephan and Miss
Florence Rich were both early College Governors. But a
girl’s place was still considered to be in the home, for
Headmistress Miss Heron noted that although she had pupils
up at Cambridge and Oxford Universities, ‘many girls are
tied to their native town so that they may give
companionship and help to their parents’. (15) And yet when
the College doors finally opened, the majority of its new
students were female.

The educationalists lamented that the higher level of
learning was absent in Leicester. Miss Heron of Wyggeston
Girls’ pointed out that at present the top steps of the
educational ladder were non-existent, yet the ‘wealth
pouring into this manufacturing town could fund a
University’. (9) According to the press, although twenty-five
pupils had matriculated from Wyggeston Boys’ there was
nowhere for them to go locally to continue their education. (10)
However the proposed far-sighted changes to education soon
to pass into Law and become known as Fisher’s Education
Act, would, amongst other measures, increase part-time
education for older children; and, as Mr Brockington,
County Education Director, pointed out, the impetus for
reform in the education system was coming from the
working classes ‘the hand and brain workers’. (11) It was
the working class boys who keenly pursued lectures and the
Adult Education movement showed ‘a real demand for a
larger life which comes with a wider culture and deeper
knowledge of life’. (12)

In addition, given the contrasting mix of Leicester’s ‘Princes
of Industry’ and its more intellectual professional classes,
there was continual discussion - and indeed sometimes
hearty disagreement - as to whether the teaching at the new
College should be technical or academic. Mr Sidney Gimson
believed it ‘should have the principal schools in the county
for hosiery, boot and shoe, engineering, architecture and
printing’, and the three Tyler brothers gave a £20,000
endowment to fund a Faculty of Commerce. But, following
a gift of £20,000 from Mr Simpson Gee, a newspaper
editorial declared that ‘these associations with Leicester’s
business section are important from a business point of view,
but there is more than just business in this enterprise. The
University will raise standards in education and culture, will
bring the humanities into business, and thus elevate the
whole tone and scope of local life’. (16) Even more
forcefully, Dr Clarke maintained that ‘a university’s most
important duty was to lead students to think’ and ‘support
culture for its own sake’. (17) Dr Rattray, who had five
academic degrees from four different countries, was in
favour of higher cultural education, not just industrial
teaching - and in due course would be appointed Principal of
the new College. But perhaps the final word has to go to the
Rotarians who declared at their Dinner at the Grand Hotel
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that there should be a balance between vocational and nonvocational - ‘education must be practical as well as
spiritual’. (18)
Another argument in the newspapers that became heated,
when even insulting remarks were sometimes exchanged,
was the issue of the embryo Leicester University College
joining the already established Nottingham University under
a scheme encouraged by Mr Brockington to create an East
Midlands University. From 1919 until 1923 the Special
Collections press cuttings record the volatile exchanges
when Leicester stood firm that it would only enter the
alliance on equal terms, but Nottingham called the Leicester
College ‘a nebulous proposition’ and of ‘secondary rank’.
When in April 1919 the bountiful Mr Fielding Johnson
bought the 36-acre site of the former County Asylum turned
military hospital, on which to establish the new College and
Wyggeston Schools, the newspaper praised his ‘princely
munificence’ and rejoiced that ‘this gift to the borough is
unquestionably one of the noblest in its history’. (19) ‘The
Grand Old Man’, Thomas Fielding Johnson, later purchased
the buildings themselves, and gave a piece of land to
Victoria Park, to enhance the approach to the College.

Oliver Ellis is among the individuals in whose memory ‘In
Memoriam’ gifts were given in support of Leicester,
Leicestershire & Rutland College, and whose portraits appear
in The Memorial Portraits Book. (University of Leicester
Archives, ULA/HIS/FOU/2.)

On considering the College as a memorial to those who fell
in the Great War, Dr Astley Clarke reflected that the
dedication inscription should be ‘To the Honour of those
who took their part in the Great War, To the Glory of those
gallant fighters who came through, and To the memory of
those devoted heroes who gave their lives in the cause of
freedom’. (20) The first list of benefactors’ donations
records those heroes killed in action who were
memorialised by the monetary gifts of their sorrowing
parents.
Mr and Mrs Bernard Ellis gave £1,000 ‘In memory of
their son Oliver of the R.A.F., killed in action’, who,
whilst at school excelled in all sports, won many prizes,
helped command the school Fire Brigade, and was a
keen photographer of ornithology. In his last letter
home, Oliver wrote ‘the chances are one in a hundred in
our favour ... and thank God I’ve got the safest job in the
war. Don’t worry about me, I’m having the time of my
life and enjoying myself hugely, and the war can't last
for ever’. On 20th May 1917 he was reported missing.
Then the news came that his plane had been shot down
on May 19th and he had been killed.

Letter from Mr T. Fielding Johnson to the Mayor of Leicester, 4th
April 1919. (University of Leicester Archives, ULA/D2/1.)
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Mr and Mrs F.S. Brice gave £5,000 ‘In memory of their
son, Lieut. Henry C. Brice’ the 4th Leicestershire
Regiment's Grenade Officer. He was seriously wounded
by the premature explosion of a converted Hales rifle
grenade and died in a Casualty Clearing Hospital the
following day. His commanding officer wrote to his
parents ‘I cannot forbear saying how profoundly I regret
his death, and how great a loss he is to the Battalion ...
He was absolutely fearless and I believe that his men
would have followed him anywhere’. Henry Brice's
family home was Beaumont Hall, now a University
building, and his parents also erected the Brice
Memorial Hall in Queens Road, Leicester, in his
memory.
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Mrs Lennard and her two daughters gave £500 ‘In memory
of 2nd Lieut. Edward Lennard, killed in action 30th
November 1917 and 2nd Lieut. Samuel Lennard, killed 30th
March 2017’. Mrs Lennard, daughter of Sir Edward Wood,
was widowed in 1901 and had now lost both her sons.
Samuel had fought with the 4th Leicesters and his brother,
who served in the Irish Rifles, was 'believed killed’ at
Passchendaele, implying that his body was never found.
Mr William Evans gave £500 ‘In memory of my late
Brothers, Major Robert Evans and Sergt. Edward Dare
Evans, victims of the war’, suggesting they had died from
their war injuries.
Mr G.A. Royce, founder of the Mansfield Shoe Co., gave
£500 ‘In memory of David C. Royce, 2nd Batt. Leicesters,
killed 7th January 2016 in Mesopotamia’ where the
Leicesters had been sent in order to strengthen the British
Army’s Tigris Corps against the Turkish army. Lieutenant
Royce would have endured truly appalling conditions whilst
fighting to try and regain an oil field. The heat, flies and lack
of drinkable water meant cholera and dysentery were rife,
and little mercy was shown to those who were captured.
However there were many thousands of men who survived
the war, but afterwards were in torment from both physical
and mental injuries. David Royce's brother was one of these
- Major George Royce was badly wounded whilst serving
with the Sherwood Foresters. He was left traumatised,
suffering from malaria and in constant pain, and shot himself
on a London to Nottingham train on 11th November 1925.
Of those men who survived, Dr Charles Bond gave £200 ‘In
gratitude for the safe return of his son from Salonika’, and
Mr and Mrs Duncan Henderson donated £500 as ‘a thankoffering for their two sons, Roland A. and John G. coming
safely through the Great War, in which they served from its
beginning to its end’. Dr Clarke gave a gift of thanksgiving

for the safe return from France of himself and his brother
and sister. Captain Sidney Clarke had served in the Royal
Flying Corps and the forty-seven year old Gertrude went out
to France in September 1917 to face the dangers of working
in a Field Canteen, and was Mentioned in Despatches.
The College opened its doors on 4th October 1921. During
the years 2019 to 2021 the University will proudly
remember its past and rejoice in the progress it has made
since 1918. And at the Library's Special Collections research
work will continue, gaining even more information - factual,
statistical and historical - about the heritage of The
Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland University College. But
above all, the team will endeavour to seek out more about
the personalities, points of view, intense drive, dedication,
generosity and sheer enthusiasm of those early founders and
benefactors.
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Some of the first students and staff, taken in 1922. (University of Leicester Archives, ULA/FG5/1/1.)
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The Tales of Two Stones
Bob Trubshaw
hy is there a circular fence to the north-east of
the roundabout at the top of a prominent hill
where Troon Way becomes Thurmaston Lane,
and the comparatively new Barkby Road runs south-west to
Gipsy Lane? No animals graze there and seemingly there is
nothing there. Certainly nothing that anyone driving past
would ever see - right in the middle is the top of a stone. It
doesn’t look much, but then most of it is buried, as it has
been for most of the last two to three centuries.

W

A local legend, still maintained in recent years, held that it
was unlucky to interfere with the stone. In the eighteenth
century an unnamed landowner levelled a hollow around the
stone - these tend to arise when cattle tread around such
stones when the ground is muddy - so he could plough the
field. Reputedly he broke off part of the stone while
ploughing – a photograph published in 1910 shows possible
plough damage to one corner of the upper surface. Soon
after he was reduced from being the owner of 120 acres to
penury, and six years later he died
in the workhouse.

In 1878 William Pochin, a
Victorian geologist who lived in
the nearby village of Barkby and
was researching glacial erratics,
arranged for the Humber Stone to
be excavated. A surviving
photograph shows a labourer
standing next to it, with the
ground surface at his shoulder.
Pochin estimated the stone to
weigh between twenty and thirty
tons. The rock is granodiorite (not
syenite, as often stated), probably
carried by glaciers from
Mountsorrel during the Anglian
ice age about 440,000 years ago.
The Humber Stone as shown in a photograph published in 1910. From Vestiges of
Pochin removed a piece of the
Paganism in Leicestershire by Charles Billson, in Alice Dryden (ed), Memorials of Old
stone for analysis - this might be
Leicestershire, George Allen, 1911.
the ‘plough damage’ seen in the
These days it is known as the Humber Stone, with the
1910 photograph. Not long afterwards he accidentally shot
supposition that it gave its name to the village of
off half a hand.
Humberstone. The stone is near the boundary of the parish,
and the village’s name does derive from Humbert’s stone.
In 1925 a farmer built a haystack on the stone. The stack
Though whether this is the eponymous stone is doubtful burst into flames. The fire brigade came and extinguished it.
there may have been another, long-vanished stone near the
But as soon as they left it started burning again, and
centre of the settlement. Indeed, in older sources the
continued for three days. But this may have been a
surviving stone is known as the Hoston, Hostin, Holly Stone,
phenomenon which arose naturally. Hay which is slightly
Holy Stone or even Hell Stone. On 1870s maps the stone is
damp when made into a rick decomposes in a way that can
shown near a hedge, surrounded by fields. Before the
create enough heat to cause spontaneous combustion in the
eighteenth century enclosure when presumably the hedge
middle of the stack. (1)
was not there, there would have been distant views in nearly
every direction, especially to the west over the Soar valley.
Several accounts of anomalous experiences in the vicinity of
Hard to imagine now that the area has been fully developed the Humber Stone can be found online. These include a tale
these days the stone’s nearest neighbours are a drive-in fast
recounted in 1895 of a man ‘some years ago’ going home
food outlet, a prestige car dealer and a mosque.
one night by moonlight who heard ‘deep groaning’ coming
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1888 Ordnance Survey Map 1:10,560 showing the Humber Stone and the surrounding area.

from the stone and fled in fear of his life, ‘terrified with the
apprehension of seeing one of the wonderful fairy
inhabitants’. (2) More recently in 1980, the Leicester
Mercury published an account of a ten-year-old boy living
near the stone who said he repeatedly saw a Devil-like entity
at the end of his bed. A few months later the paper said that
his grandmother, now living in the same house, said she felt
like she was being choked by some invisible entity.
In 1846, the amateur historian, John Dudley (1762-1856),
who was the vicar of Sileby from 1795 until his death,
published the results of his life-long studies under the title of
Naology: or, a treatise on the origin, progress, and
symbolical import of the sacred structures of the most
eminent nations and ages of the world. This can be read
online; suffice to say Dudley’s approach to the symbolism of
early temples did not form the foundation for subsequent
research.
Dudley thought the Humber Stone was a Druidical altar,
used for human sacrifices. Taking the alternative name for
the Humber Stone - Hell Stone - and noting that the
Scandinavian goddess of death was Hela, he concluded
‘There seems to be little room for doubt that Hoston (the
Humber Stone) was once sacred to the purposes of
Druidical, or rather of the more ancient Bardic, worship’. (3)
Whilst subsequent scholarship would regard the room for
doubt as considerable, at the time, Dudley was reflecting a
late eighteenth century fashion, which persisted into
Georgian times, for recognising ‘Druidic altars’ in any
suitable outcrop. These Romantic locations were once
numerous in Britain, and Leicestershire had at least three
other examples. (4)

When Troon Way was extended eastwards in the 1980s, the
roundabout was located so that the Humber Stone need not
be moved. But not long afterwards a group of local people
known as ‘The Friends of the Humber Stone’ created a
wood-lined ‘moat’ around the stone. When I visited in 2007
there were ‘votive offerings’ - copper coins deposited in the
water which had collected in the grooves in the top of the
stone. However, by 2016, this wooden ‘moat’ had been
removed and filled, leaving the stone looking much as it had
done a century before.
According to another local legend, before Enclosure, a plot
of land near to the Humber Stone was known as ‘Hell-hole
furlong’. This was said to have been the site of a nunnery.
However, no documentary sources refer to such a nunnery
and archaeological investigations prior to the 1980s
development failed to provide any evidence. So the nunnery
seems to be fanciful, as appears to have been the associated
legend of an underground tunnel running all the way from
the nunnery to Leicester Abbey - a distance of over two
miles. (5)
Another stone with its own legends once stood to the northwest of Abbey Park. This was known as the St John Stone.
According to the geologist J. D. Paul, quoted by Charles
Billson in 1895, this was a ‘somewhat shapeless stone pillar’
once about seven feet high. It seems to have been made of
sandstone and was not so much a ‘standing stone’ as a pillar,
perhaps left by quarrying. (6)
But by 1835 it had been reduced to three feet, and had
completely gone by 1840. This is odd because the Ordnance
Survey maps of the 1870s show the location of the stone, as
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do 1950s street maps - even though by then any remains of
the stone would have been in the garden of one of the houses
on Somerset Avenue.
According to information discovered by Andrew York, the
St John Stone was rubbed away using coins or other metal
objects to be used medicinally - the powder was added to
food or drink. (7) There is no indication what this powder
was good for. But this ‘polite’ omission by York overlooks

purposes this Christian feast, held on 24th June that
continued pre-conversion midsummer customs. (8) Before
the seventeenth century, the people of Leicester would have
done what people elsewhere were doing on St John’s Eve:
lighting one or more bonfires and driving their livestock
through the smoke ‘for luck’. These bonfires may well have
been ‘bone fires’ - an excellent way of converting
accumulated butchery waste into valuable fertiliser - then the
smoke would have had the strong smell of burning marrow

1904 Ordnance Survey Map 1:2,500 showing the St John Stone and the surrounding area.

the most likely connotations of the ‘vigour’ of a seven-foot
upright stone, and could be the explanation as to why so
much of the stone disappeared in just a couple of decades.
Thankfully we have two illustrations of the stone, one from
the early 1790s and the other dated 1815 which show the
stone when it was still about seven feet tall. William Kelly,
writing in 1884, states that there were a number of
traditional customs at the stone, all associated with St John’s
Day, although he only recounts one of these. Specifically,
children were ‘careful to leave before dark because after
then the fairies came and danced around [the stone]’. Fairies
in those days were not the sort with gossamer wings – these
had yet to be invented when the stone was still standing and
are the imaginings of later Victorian nursery writers. Before
then – and to this day in some more rural parts of Britain –
fairies were as large as humans and had many of the
attributes of witches.
The time when the fairies were said to come out to dance
would have been the liminal time of twilight. Sunset on St
John’s Day was about nine o’clock - it was, to all intents and
48

fat, with enough pungency to drive away any malevolent
entities afflicting the animals. On a dry St John’s Eve night,
the warm embers of the bonfire would have encouraged
people to linger while waiting for the sun to come up. The
north-eastern sky would have begun to brighten in the halfhour or so before the sun appeared, and on the horizon, a
landmark where the sun would appear: the Humber Stone.
(9)
So, is the supposed ‘underground tunnel’ from the Humber
Stone to Leicester Abbey a folk-memory of this solar
alignment? Admittedly the St John Stone is not in the
grounds of the modern Abbey Park - but it is in an area
medieval people knew as Abbey Fields. Interestingly, the
accuracy needed to verify this solar alignment is only
possible for two reasons. Firstly, as it was considered
unlucky to move the Humber Stone, this is almost certainly
in its original position. Secondly, the Ordnance Survey
shows the location of the St John Stone several decades after
it was supposedly destroyed. Thirdly, rarely does so much
folklore survive for landmark stones - each of these two
provide a variety of examples of customs, anomalous
experiences and legends.
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The St John Stone in the 1790s, as shown in John Nichol’s
The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, 1815.
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Leicestershire People and the
Spanish Civil War
Adrian Pole

U

ntil a group of reactionary officers rose up against
Spain's democratic government in July 1936,
events south of the Pyrenees received precious little
attention in the British press. The revolt failed, plunging
Spain into a three year civil war, leading the national
newspapers to reinforce their limited presence in the
peninsula. (1) Though unable to secure their own scoops,
local newspapers played an important role in keeping the
British public updated on the war’s progress. Both the
Leicester Mercury and the Leicester Evening Mail devoted
considerable column-space to Spain until the Czech crisis
diverted the world’s attention elsewhere in October 1938.
Reliable news was at first hard to come by, especially for
regional papers with no independent resources in the
country. The crushing of the military revolt in cities such as
Barcelona and San Sebastian had been followed by
outbreaks of revolutionary violence in which workers took
control of private property, production, and even policing.
Horrified British nationals sought refuge in Gibraltar or
France, from where they provided journalists with the kinds
of atrocity-stories their editors back home relished. (2)
Accounts of fratricidal bloodshed, more often based on
unsubstantiated rumour than corroborated fact, were
particularly rife on board the Royal Navy ships sent to
evacuate Britons from Spain. Several examples were
reprinted in Leicester as ‘first-hand authentic accounts’. (3)
They conveyed the unambiguous impression that civilisation
had completely broken down in the government zone, no
doubt reinforcing Randolph Churchill’s dismissal of the
conflict with his remark that it was nothing more than ‘a
bunch of bloody dagoes killing each other’. (4)
A surprising number of Leicestershire people were in Spain
at the time of the military rising. Their sensational eyewitness accounts of war and revolution were guaranteed to
boost newspaper circulation at a time of fierce competition
for readers. Dramatic headlines may have done little to
explain the complex political situation, but they were sure to
tantalise audiences whose appetite for all things ‘humaninterest’ seemed to know no end. Although all of the
accounts share an underlying sense of high adventure,
reactions to events varied enormously depending on the
individual. Some had lived in Spain for years and had
watched as the country slipped steadily into civil war,
whereas others were visiting on short-term business trips.
Others were on holiday, including those enjoying the seaside
pleasures of San Sebastian when street warfare suddenly
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burst into their lives. All of their remarkable stories
demonstrate just how diverse and surprising the links
between Leicestershire and Spain were at the time, as well as
how varied responses to the Spanish Civil War could be.
Whilst the British press may have been caught off-guard by
the outbreak of war, Barcelona-based Leicester businessman
Albert Holland had been anticipating violence for the
previous two years. Holland, the son of a well-known
member of the Leicester Board of Guardians and a former
Anstey grocer, had been appointed as director of the Boston
Blacking Company in Barcelona in 1925. (5)
Relations between the city’s employers and workers were
historically fraught. Between 1919 and 1922 Barcelona’s
bourgeoisie watched in horror as open class-warfare between
anarchist revolutionaries and hired gunmen spilled into the
streets. Demoralised by poor wages and attracted by the
language of revolution, disgruntled workers signed up to the
anarchist unions in record numbers. It was with enormous
relief that Spain’s middle-classes welcomed the dictatorship
of Miguel Primo de Rivera, Spain’s ‘iron-surgeon’ in 1923.
Increased industrial production and an ambitious project of
public works were not however enough to save the
dictatorship from the impact of economic depression in
1929. Primo stepped down the following year. (6)
In 1931 the Second Spanish Republic was proclaimed. The
King, whose credibility had been destroyed by his support
for the dictatorship, left Spain for good. The expectations of
the working classes were raised by promises of social
reform, and Barcelona was once again the scene of
revolutionary activity. Relations between Albert Holland and
his employees deteriorated catastrophically. Holland
describes how for himself, things became impossible:
They tried to force conditions until we could stand it
no longer. One of the conditions was that extra
workpeople should be set on despite the fact that,
according to the business we were doing, we should
have been on short time. Eventually, there was a
strike. I was threatened. Several times, I was shot at
in the street but escaped and eventually, I got a fresh
crowd of workmen who were really good fellows.
By 1933 unemployment in Barcelona had reached
unbearable levels. Holland’s decision to recruit blackleg
labour was bound to provoke a hostile reaction from his
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workers. Nonetheless, the increase in mutual hostility was
not just confined to his factory. All over Spain employers
were locking up capital in an attempt to undermine the
Republic. The anarchists were equally unwilling to
compromise, especially when a right-wing government was
voted into power that year. Revolutionary fervour reached a
peak in 1934 with the staging of a country-wide general
strike, which, although a total failure in Barcelona, stoked
middle-class fears of a ‘Bolshevik’ revolution breaking out
on their own doorstep. When a coalition of liberal and leftwing parties was elected to government in February 1936,
the political right and a considerable section of the army
were aghast. General Emilio Mola began to plan the
overthrow of the Republic that Spring. (7)
The garrison at Melilla in the Spanish Protectorate of
Morocco was the first to rise. Communication with the town
soon broke down, and the Leicester Mercury had to rely on a
government broadcast to clarify the situation in its front
page report the following morning. ‘The Government’, the
paper claimed, ‘has the situation in hand, and will shortly

The Leicester Mercury and the Leicester Evening Mail reporting
on the rising at Melilla in Spanish Morocco, 18th July 1936.
(Reproduced by permission of the Leicester Mercury.)

announce the situation normal’. (8) The military rebels had
in fact secured the city by the time the article went to print.
Unarmed civilians living in the lower-class districts had
been unable to offer any serious resistance to the rising, and
those who were captured were shot. Lists of trade-unionists
and left-wing party members were compiled, and
widespread arrests were made. The pattern of repression set
in Melilla was soon replicated elsewhere in Morocco in
Tetuan and Ceuta. Within days, Spanish Morocco had fallen
to the rebels, with garrisons throughout peninsular Spain
soon following suit. (9)
Leicester missionary Gertrude Hubbard was in Tetuan at the
time of the rising. Though a British Mission had been set up
in the area in 1889, Hubbard herself had worked in Spanish
Morocco for over forty years. ‘Miss Hubbard is believed to
be the only missionary in North Africa practising dentistry’,
the Leicester Mercury informed readers in an article
published on the 22nd July. ‘Her dental work among the
Moorish natives has earned her widespread gratitude’. (10)
Having been caught in the midst of the Berber war for
independence in the 1920s, Hubbard was no stranger to
military conflict. Her brother, a magistrate in Leicester,
was nonetheless deeply worried when news of the military
rising reached him. The Leicester Post Office agreed to
send an outgoing cable but could give him no assurances
that it would reach its destination. ‘I have tried getting
cables through to Tetuan but it is a town of silence to the
outer world’, he despaired. The city would remain firmly
in the hands of the military rebels throughout the war.
Albert Holland and his wife were on holiday in Menorca
when the officers of Melilla revolted. They were woken
from their siesta by the frightened hotel manager, who
explained that a British officer was waiting for them in the
lobby. The officer had been instructed by the consul at
Barcelona to evacuate the couple from the island, giving
them just five minutes to pack their things before boarding
the Royal Navy ship awaiting them at port. They were just
two of the 12,000 individuals evacuated from Spain by the
Navy between August and October 1936. (11) After
passing through several ports en route to Barcelona, the
HMS Grenville finally arrived at its destination. Albert
Holland was forbidden from stepping ashore. Having
defeated the military rising at the cost of around 500 dead
and 3,000 wounded, the overwhelming force of arms now
lay with the city’s anarchists. (12) Small business owners
who had employed only a few men were liable to
harassment or even assassination for being ‘bourgeois
capitalists’. (13) Albert Holland was informed by his
manager that the head of the agency which had supplied
him with his replacement workers had been found with his
throat cut. Even the factory watchman had been killed.
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He immediately aroused suspicion on
arrival at Barcelona by asking for a taxi
ride to the city centre. The Leicester
Mercury article of August 4th explained
why:
Little did he know then that in the
whole of the city there was not a
solitary wheeled vehicle that had not
been commandeered. In the streets
everyone was wearing their oldest
clothes, and all attention was
focussed on him as he walked along
wearing a collar and tie. Later he
dispensed with this, managed to go
without shaving, wore a Communist
cap he picked up, and felt safer and
more at home. A communist pass,
secured by somewhat irregular
means, was also a help.
The businessman was in fact witnessing
the outbreak of a spontaneous workers’
revolution. His overwhelming impression
was one of chaos and disorder. He assured
the Leicester Mercury that adolescents
could be seen ‘roaming the streets with
their fingers on the triggers of rifles, only
wanting to hear a remark they did not
appreciate for them to fire’. Groups of
Albert Holland – who was alleged to have been ‘number one’ on a certain armed workers were heading off to the
communist ‘blacklist’ – with his wife Amy outside their home on New Walk, front, but ‘they had no leaders, wore no
Leicester, after being evacuated from Spain, Leicester Evening Mail, 15th August uniform, conformed to no word of
1936. (Reproduced by permission of the Leicester Mercury.)
command’. Religion had no place in the
new revolutionary order, as he saw for himself when a group
An anonymous Leicester businessman arrived in Barcelona
of militiamen trashed the apartment of some friends when
during the second week of August. (14) To cross into Spain
they discovered a picture of the Holy Family.
from France he had risked walking through the train tunnel
at Port Vendres, carrying his baggage
in one hand and a torch in the other,
ignoring warnings that his attempt
would be suicidal. He was greeted on
the other side by a frontier guard of
fishermen who attempted to read his
passport upside-down before
directing him to a hut. After waiting
in suspense for several hours, the
businessman was taken to the town
hall of Port Bou where he managed to
convince the president of the local
‘communist committee’ to grant him
a pass to Barcelona. He hitched a ride
An account of conditions in Barcelona in August 1936 from an anonymous Leicester
to the Catalan capital in the goods car businessman, Leicester Mercury, 4th September 1936. (Reproduced by permission of
of a train carrying troops to the front. the Leicester Mercury.)
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Though for many the revolution amounted to little more than
senseless destruction, for others it was a testimony to the
organising potential of the working classes. Businesses
large and small were collectivised or requisitioned, with
revolutionary worker committees replacing conventional
business boards. Remarkably, most industries had resumed
production within ten days. It was even possible to take the
tram to the newly collectivised cinemas. (15)
Stella Smyth, a 24 year-old typist employed by a London
firm, arrived in Barcelona at a similar time to the Leicester
businessman. (16) Frustrated by the contradictory radio
reports they had heard while on holiday in the Pyrenees, she
and her two friends decided to go and see what was
happening for themselves. Shops, markets, and the post
office remained open as usual, and the locals seemed goodhumoured. ‘We have been treated always with perfect
courtesy’, Smyth cheerily assured her parents in a letter sent
back to the Braunstone Estate in Leicester. ‘The only sign of
anything unusual is the absence of the Civil Guard, the
members of which, we are informed, have been sent to the
front against the Fascists. Their duties are taken over by
ordinary citizens, mostly workmen, and perfect order is
maintained’. Stella and her friends left Barcelona after one
week, unable to get their banknotes accepted anywhere. The
twenty pounds they had left between them was almost
confiscated at the French border, but after considerable
explanation the money was returned and the group found
accommodation in France. ‘The worst thing about it’, Stella
despaired, ‘is that we cannot get back if we wanted to. I feel
just like an exile. Even now I feel homesick for Spain, it is a
country that you can just love. To leave all that good humour
and friendliness was like parting from a friend’.
Unlike Stella Smyth, Albert and Amy Holland couldn't leave
the revolutionary city behind them soon enough. They sailed
on to Marseilles and then travelled to Paris, arriving
‘completely done up’. They set foot in Leicester in the same
clothes in which they had left Spain, and on arriving in
Leicester, moved into a house on New Walk. They regarded
victory for rebels as their only hope of return. The
businessman, who was evacuated on the HMS Shropshire,
agreed that ‘the only hope for Spain’ was ‘a stern
dictatorship’. Nonetheless, he made a point of countering
some of the more exaggerated claims of revolutionary
violence that were circulating in the pages of British
newspapers. Eighteen-year-old Philip Hammond, who had
joined the navy immediately after leaving Avenue-Road
School in Leicester, wrote a harrowing letter aboard the
British cruiser HMS Devonshire in which he described
priests being decapitated in public and nuns being stripped
and driven through the streets naked. Although Hammond
probably never witnessed such scenes himself, his letter was
reprinted in the Leicester Mercury on the 4th August 1936.

(17) A few days later, the Leicester Evening Mail described
Barcelona as the ‘city where no one smiles’. (18)
The curiosity which inspired Stella Smyth to see the
revolution with her own eyes was certainly exceptional. Few
of the 200,000 or so foreign tourists who flocked to Spain
each year during the first five years of the Spanish Republic
paid much attention to the country’s politics. 8,000 Britons
were present when the rising took place, many of them
concentrated in coastal resorts such as stylish San Sebastian.
(19) In an attempt to promote tourism, the Republic had
eliminated visa restrictions for a number of European
countries. Sir Henry Chilton, the British Ambassador, was
himself in San Sebastian when war broke out, leaving the
300 Britons in Madrid with an embassy lacking almost all of
its staff.
Before he could declare the city for the rising, the Military
Governor of San Sebastian was put under arrest by loyal
Republicans. Revolutionary committees promptly set about
arresting wealthy tourists and local right-wingers.
A number of tourists were swept up in the subsequent street
warfare, including Stella Essex of Leicester. (20) Her
account of the unexpected events, printed in the Leicester
Mercury just over a week later, is permeated with an
element of high adventure: ‘My holiday will live forever in
my memory’, she declared. ‘It was a thrill from beginning to
end’. Essex was with a group of English tourists when the
rising suddenly broke out. Realising the danger they were in,
they boarded a train for France, only to be ordered off before
it could leave the station. They were marched back to their
hotel between armed guards whilst bullets were reported to
have zipped by their heads. ‘Miss Essex’, the article
continued, ‘brave as she had proved herself to be, shuddered
as she recalled the street warfare which transformed San
Sebastian from a city of gaiety into a zone of death’.
Despite the horrors of the street-fighting taking place just
outside her window, Essex felt a surreal detachment from
the events around her. ‘We were spectators of a real
revolution – an affair like a film, which made us forget our
own peril’. One day she made a reckless dash for the British
Consulate, squeezing into doorways to dodge passing
bullets. On arrival, she was informed that it would be
impossible to get a message out of San Sebastian. After
several run-ins with the armed militia, the party were
eventually put on a lorry headed to the frontier. ‘On the way
there were occasional shots. It was the most thrilling ride I
have ever had’ she claimed.
Tourists like Stella Essex may have fled at the first possible
opportunity, but for those with homes and families in Spain,
the decision to leave was far harder to make. Mrs R. P.
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His wife suddenly heard shots fired from the centre of
town after dinner on the 18th July, which marked the start
of the military rising.

Leicester Stead and
Simpson employee Stella
Essex’s story appeared
in the Leicester Mercury,
30th July 1936, along
with a report on the
evacuation of T.D.
Kingdom, son of the
headmaster of the
Wyggeston
School,
Leicester. (Reproduced
by permission of the
Leicester Mercury.)

The rising in Málaga was crushed the same day, and the
city remained in Republican hands for the next seven
months, hopelessly isolated by both its revolutionary
situation and its mountainous geography. Fears of
invasion and the constant threat of aerial attack kept its
people on edge. As the rebel army approached, tens of
thousands of civilians fled the city on foot, following the
coast up to Almería, while rebel ships bombed them from
the sea. (22) Málaga presented an appearance of total
desolation by the time Italian units marched into the city
centre on the 8th February 1937.

Jones, whose father was a well-known
Loughborough journalist, lived with her
family in Málaga. The health benefits
of the city’s temperate winter climate
had long attracted visitors from
Britain – enough for Consul William
Mark to obtain royal permission to
build a British Cemetery there in
1831. ‘El cementerio Inglés’ contains
the remains of Joseph William Noble,
Mayor of Leicester between 1841 and
1859, who perished during a cholera
outbreak in 1861. The British
community was still going strong in
the 1930s.
In spite of Málaga’s revolutionary
reputation, first-time visitors were
seriously considering buying property
there in the spring of 1936. Life for
the British colony continued to
revolve around games of bridge at the
club, friendly visits to the neighbours
for tea, and motoring trips around the
neighbourhood. (21) One of the
community’s better known members
was writer and fringe member of the
Bloomsbury Group, Gerald Brenan.
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There was very little resistance, and only one Republican
journalist to report it. Mrs Jones was reportedly appalled
by the version of events given in the English press. ‘There
has been a great deal of exaggeration and untruth in the
English papers that has made our blood boil, for we know
you would be reading them and believing every word’, she
wrote to her father. ‘Believe me, Málaga was taken very
quietly. There was no defences, no killing or massacres in
the streets and the Reds did not carry out a systematic
pillage and arson campaign. What they did, though, was to
take almost every car, lorry, cart and even horse cabs in
which to flee along the coast’. (23)

An account in the Leicester Mercury, 26th February 1937 of the rising in Málaga
based on information from Leicestershire woman Mrs R. P. Jones. (Reproduced by
permission of the Leicester Mercury.)
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Mrs Jones was not in fact present in Málaga at the time of its
capture. She and her family had already relocated to
Gibraltar at the start of the war.
The Rock soon become crowded with refugees shuttled in
by the Royal Navy. Journalists seeking sensationalist copy
had little difficulty finding it, and enjoyed the added benefit
of being free from government censorship. Whilst the
revolutionary violence in the first weeks of the war had
certainly been atrocious, an oxide factory in which Mrs
Jones’ husband was interested remained safe, as did their
house and car. Describing the situation since February, she
wrote ominously that ‘Málaga is going through the process
of being combed out. Anyone seen in the street has to show
papers and explain all about himself, and there are three
tribunals and 33 judges to try the cases of suspects’. These
trials were nothing more than summary court martials, often
trying defendants in groups to save time. Within seven
weeks, the Nationalist occupiers had tried 3,401 individuals
and executed 1,574 of them, with additional judges being
brought in from Seville to cope with the workload. (24)
Conclusion
As in the national press, early coverage of the Spanish Civil
War in the Leicester Mercury and the Leicester Evening
Mail often appears to have prioritised rumour over fact, a
bias determined not so much by political priorities as by the
available sources and a desire to secure readers. The eyewitness accounts of Leicestershire people themselves were,
on the other hand, remarkably varied: Stella Smyth assured
her father that Barcelona was safe and pleasant not long after
Albert Holland and his wife had fled the city for their lives.
An anonymous businessman openly sided with
the military rebels, but advised the public to be
cautious of exaggerated horror stories. For
tourists such as Stella Essex the war was,
above all else, a thrilling adventure. All of
their testimonies demonstrate the diverse and
surprising connections between Leicestershire
and Spain in 1936, shining a light on some of
the varied reactions to a war that still
continues to divide opinion.
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Two Victorian Notebooks: The Sermons of
Charles Haddon of Bardon Park Chapel
Alan Betteridge

I

n November 1952 the minister at Bardon Park
Congregational Chapel, Harry Rous, died aged 66, and
not long afterwards so did the church secretary, Bill
Irons. This was a crisis for the church, which felt it couldn’t
maintain both its larger evening service with 20-30
attending, and its smaller morning service. The author of this
paper offered to cycle to Bardon Park on Sunday mornings
to take the morning service until a new minister was chosen.
(1) After a while the widow of the former church secretary
gave me two Victorian notebooks with cardboard covers and
a black cloth finish, containing handwritten sermons by
Charles Haddon, a notable previous minister. Haddon
appears to have had a big influence on Irons; and these
books were probably given to him when Haddon’s daughter,
still resident in the area, died in 1951.

million sermons, addresses, ‘messages’, expositions or
whatever in Protestant Nonconformist churches in
Leicestershire on Sundays, usually the biggest ingredient in
each service of worship. (3) But seeing what was actually
said eludes us - until the recording of services began in the
1950s, and even then there are few early survivals. Some
sermons do survive which had been given on special
occasions like funerals, ordinations and the opening of new
buildings, or by famous people like Robert Hall Jnr. So these
two notebooks are rare survivals of something that was a
part of life in almost every community over several
generations - very few Leicestershire villages have never
had regular Nonconformist meetings in the past, Cossington
being the biggest exception. The books give the opportunity
to ask a variety of questions, and to check whether popular
images of a Victorian chapel sermon are confirmed. (4)

Charles Haddon came to Bardon Park Chapel in
October 1875, retiring in 1908. He stayed on in the
locality, and died in 1920 aged 92, and is buried in
the Bardon Park graveyard. He was brought up at
Kettering, belonging to the Toller Congregational
Church there, but spent ‘over fifty years in the
Congregational ministry in this county’, i.e.
Leicestershire. He came to Bardon Park from
Wymondham (east of Melton Mowbray) and South
Witham (just over the border in Lincolnshire), where
he had gone to in November 1868, living in
Wymondham’s Chapel House. The Wymondham
chapel had been built in 1840 and is still standing in
Chapel Lane. His stay was one of the longest
pastorates Wymondham and South Witham ever had
Bardon Park Chapel after the 1877 alterations which were undertaken
most pastors moved on quite quickly. (5) He was
very early on in the time that Charles Haddon was Minister at Bardon
Park. (Reproduced by permission of the Elders of Bardon Park appointed by the Leicestershire Congregational
Chapel.)
Association and the national Congregational Home
Missionary Society. One of his sermons at Bardon Park was
The notebooks were purchased from James Vice at the Bible
on behalf of Home Missions, convinced that they were the
& Castle in Leicester Market Place. One notebook covers
means of bringing moral, social and educational
9th January to 4th December 1887, and the other starts on
improvements to their communities. For instance, the South
5th May 1893 and goes on to 8th July 1894. The books
Witham chapel housed a British Day School for the village.
contain 175 sermons in total. (2)
His sermon books show occasional visits to his former
Here are normal sermons preached by a normal
churches. (6)
Nonconformist minister in a normal chapel on a normal
The Bardon Park church had a long history. It derived from
Sunday. On 30th March 1851 there were about 570 sermons
those who wanted a more thorough reformation of the
in Nonconformist churches - that would give 28,500 a year,
Church of England, leading to mass expulsions from parish
2,850,000 in a century. Since separate Free Churches began
churches under the 1662 Act of Uniformity after the
in Leicestershire in 1647 there must have been well over 4
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Charles Haddon’s notebooks. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland:
DE 8940.)

restoration of the monarchy and of the episcopacy in 1660.
This was very evident in Ibstock parish (within which
Bardon then lay). Ibstock’s parish minister had to leave, and
large Nonconformist gatherings were the result. (7) After
toleration came in 1689, John Hood of Bardon Park gave
land for a meeting house which was built in 1701 for such
folk, who gathered not only from Ibstock and Hugglescote,
but also Markfield and Thornton. This was rebuilt in 1760.
(8) Behind it was erected a stable, extended more than once
for school rooms. (9)
Haddon soon insisted on changes. Most conspicuous was the
remodelling of the chapel in the summer of 1877. Its hipped
roof was old-fashioned, so it was replaced by the present
ridge roof. The windows were given a little cusping to
relieve their plainness, the front wall was made more ornate,
the two entrance doors at the front were replaced by one in
the centre, and the downstairs pews were replaced. (10) The
1760 pulpit remained (and still does), flanked by wall
plaques to former respected ministers Jeremiah Dethick and
Thomas Paterson. The New Congregational Hymn Book was
bought as soon as November 1875 to replace Isaac Watts’
much older Psalms and Hymns. Social tea-meetings were
introduced, with talks on mind-broadening topics, such as
the Arctic in January 1877. And although it had always been
a Congregational church (called Presbyterian or Independent
earlier) and the Congregational Union had been formed
nationally in 1832, it was only with Haddon that this church
joined it in 1876. (11)
Each of Haddon’s recorded sermons is approximately three
or four pages long. One page typically takes seven minutes
to read aloud; giving an average sermon length of around 25
minutes. They were well prepared, with numerous Bible
references in the margins as he traced themes that are to be
found running through the Bible as a whole. How did he use
these notebooks? Did he memorize what he had written (and
run the risk of forgetting something important)? Did he read
them? The handwriting is too small to do that easily, and it
is not easy to be natural when simply reading. Was it more

an aide-memoir? Did he carry briefer notes into the pulpit
(though none remain)?
He repeated his sermons elsewhere, especially for a time at
Markfield Congregational Church on the second Wednesday
evening of the month. He also went to similar churches at
Stanton under Bardon, Groby, Anstey and Oxford Street in
Leicester. These had all derived from the Wesleyan Reform
movement of 1850-52 and then joined the Congregational
Union in 1857. New Connexion General Baptist churches
also heard him preach his sermons: Barton in the Beans,
Barlestone, Cross Hills between Thornton and Bagworth,
and London Road (now in Charnborough Road), Coalville.
Only one sermon has a distant location at its head. On 27th
August 1893 he preached at Princes Street Chapel, Dundee,
and had clearly spent the previous Sunday there, probably
part of that year’s holiday in Scotland. He was so impressed
that it inspired a sermon a few weeks later, ‘Come before
God with thanksgiving’. (12) He began:
It is the custom now in Scotland, thus to enter the
house of God. The weekly offerings, and all
contributing for worship, &c, are put into the
collection plate: as you enter the Sanctuary in the
lobby of the Church one or two small tables are
placed, with the tops hollowed, and a cloth laid over
them. On these the money is put by the worshipper as
he enters. An elder sits by, or stands near, whose duty
it is to see after the contributions, and remove them
when all have entered the Church. A friend
explaining this custom said, ‘You see worship begins
with us at the Church doors. The first thing we do is
to present an offering, and thus enter the Courts of
the Lord. And no person, whether man, woman or
child – whether rich or poor, old or young, enters
without first putting something on to the table.’ We
sat, and watched this process, at one church in
Dundee for 2 Sundays and we did not observe a
failing.
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Charles Haddon on the theme of feasting, June 1887. (Reproduced by permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland: DE 8940.)

feasting in celebrating the
[golden] jubilee of the
Queen.’ Another special was
harvest, held as late as 16th
October at Bardon Park. It
was becoming widespread as
a popular Sunday by the
1880s. ‘The older ones do
not remember seeing such
things in their young days.
The custom of holding
harvest services has arisen of
late years. Now the
decoration of churches seems
to be an important part of
religion. It is undertaken
with much pious zeal by
many young people.’

A few sermons were for Sunday school anniversaries, when
he was the invited special speaker elsewhere as well,
including for Ellistown Primitive Methodists. But unlike in
later decades these sermons were as long as any others, and
usually very like them in style. One in 1894 was used at
three places, with variations. Starting from the Song of
Solomon (13), he contrasted the lark and the cuckoo. The
lark is very English, the cuckoo is a foreigner, not English. ‘I
am glad he is not because he did not bear a very good
character. Character is a great thing for English people.’
This was written in the 1890s, with a pride in national
character and achievements. But the cuckoo does not belong
to the working classes. He is ‘too much of a gentleman to
work at such menial service as nest building’. Elsewhere
Haddon recognised that his congregation earned their livings
by quarrying at Bardon or in agricultural work. The children
were encouraged to know they might achieve a lot like Dick
Whittington, or Thomas Wolsey the butcher’s son from
Ipswich, or the village lad (co-incidentally similarly named)
Charles Haddon Spurgeon who became the great Baptist
preacher in London, or Joseph Arch the Methodist
Warwickshire farm labourer who became a trade union
pioneer and MP. Or they could go another way, especially
into drunkenness. A similar occasion on 30th July 1893 was
when teenagers received their ‘dismission Bibles’, probably
when they reached 16 years of age. Haddon had presented
180 such Bibles in the 18 years since he came to Bardon
Park in 1875. He expressed his disappointment that so often
this was the time after which many of them were not seen at
chapel again. By now Haddon was 65, and could see the
erosion of regular churchgoing in his area.

Unlike today, with Haddon there were no Christmas Day
sermons. In 1887, Christmas Eve was on a Sunday and
although he refers to the Christmas story in the morning, for
the larger evening service the text used makes no reference
to the Christmas season at all. (14)

There are texts for just a few other special occasions. On
19th June 1887 he took a theme of ‘feasting’ linking over 50
references in the Bible. ‘This week will see a vast deal of

Here again there is a sense of social and moral progress,
typical of confident late Victorian Britain. On 24th
September 1893, speaking on the petition in the Lord’s
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Special Sundays to promote a specific cause were less
commonplace than now. A very early one was Temperance
Sunday. On 26th November 1893 Haddon observed the
occasion: Today, he said, there would be many sermons on
abstinence from intoxicating drink. It was ‘one of the great
questions of the day because the drinking customs of the
people constitute one of the crying evils of the day’. He
advocated legislation that put licensing of premises in the
hands of the people. He recognised the power of moral
persuasion by individuals, especially by means of
Temperance Societies. He observed there had been a vast
improvement in the previous 50 years, but felt much
remained to be done. He argued that abstinence was both
good for health and for managing one’s money: Hugglescote
had its Temperance Villas (at 86 and 87 Main Street, now
Dennis Street); drunkards didn’t have the money to build
Drunkards’ Villas. Teetotal workmen had recently survived
a two-year lock-out or strike because their previous wages
had not been wasted. The issue came up several times in his
sermons. For instance, in his Golden Jubilee sermon of 19th
June 1887, he talked about Dr Barnado feeding 1,500
destitute old people at Christmas, half of whom Barnado
said were in that state because of alcohol, whilst adding
however, that much was being done and ‘the darkness is not
what it was’.
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Charles
Haddon’s
notebook, April 1894.
(Reproduced
by
permission of the
Record Office for
Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland:
DE 8940.)

Prayer, ‘Thy Kingdom come’ (15) he said, ‘This petition is
answered here and now, not that it may come at some
indefinite time and in some other world than this’. He said
that there was only one way to help people effectually, and
that was God’s way, by the spread of His Kingdom. He
called for more faith and earnestness, followed by
endeavours to realize the Kingdom of God. ‘It will be little
use praying without doing.’ But it was not plain sailing. On
13th February 1887, he concluded a sermon with ‘It may be
that the very difficulties of the present time are to bring
about a new order in society. God is working to bring down
the strong holds. Are we also?’ (16) This basis of faith came
out clearly in the evening of the Sunday school anniversary
on 8th July 1894 when he spoke on God is love, God loves
us, we love Him. (17) ‘If husbands loved God, they would
not starve their families to gratify their love of drink. There
would be no wife beaters then. No idlers living upon the
labours of others.’ And a word for employers: ‘The wages of
the labourer would not be kept down at starving point ...’.
There is nothing in Haddon’s notes to support the popular
modern assumption that Victorian sermons were all ‘hellfire and damnation’.
Two great Nonconformist principles were especially stressed
by Congregationalists: equality and liberty. On 9th April
1893 Haddon described two opposite principles over matters
of faith: external authority - believe what the Church
believes, versus internal authority - God the only authority
over a person’s conscience. ‘What after searching and prayer
we see to be true we must follow. One of the things for
which our forefathers struggled to the death was, what they
called ‘the Crown rights of Christ. They would not
acknowledge the legislation of any other authority in the
Church. Hence they separated from the Church patronized
and controlled by law and became Independents. This
principle ... is opposed and hated by many in these days.’
The same evening he carried on a similar theme (18): The
Church of Christ consisted only of persons who had
undergone a change of heart - had become ‘new creatures &c’,

unlike the National Church which embraced all.
Nonconformists met in all sorts of places. Their ministers
couldn’t preach in parish churches as they had not been
episcopally ordained. This cleavage between Nonconformity
and the Church of England was a matter of great moment to
him. Though most Nonconformist disabilities had been lifted
since Victoria’s accession 50 years earlier, on 19th June
1887 (19), he still believed the Church of England should be
disestablished. All churches should be free and equal. The
Queen should be able to go to hear Joseph Parker at the
Congregational City Temple in London or Charles Spurgeon
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle at the Elephant & Castle if
she wanted to.
But a bigger issue was the growth of unbelief and
scepticism. On 18th February 1894 he said: ‘Unbelief is
always saying ... that religion is not gaining ground in the
earth ... Unbelief often shouts as though the victory had been
gained, and the overthrow had become complete’.
‘Nonconformity is a failure.’ ‘Missions to the heathen are
not a success.’ But, he countered, ‘Christianity is the most
vital force of this later end of the nineteenth century. The
white horse is going forward - purity, peace, truth missionaries go comparatively unarmed. It is all happening
now!’ (20)
As for the scientific issues raised in Genesis (21), he made
no references to modern science or geological chronology,
nor made any assumption of seven 24-hour days in the
Genesis accounts He wrote, ‘The early chapters of Genesis
are of great value. They serve a most useful purpose ...
[with] certain elementary truths ... forming the basis of all
morality and religion.’
Again on 3rd March 1894 (22) he reflected that ‘The idea
which many have of religion is that it does not do much for
men ... What good is it? It may do very well for women and
children ... but what do men, full grown and strong men,
want with it?’
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times he started his sermon by referring to the topic as being
‘interesting’, even ‘very interesting’. Some people wanted
even more interesting addresses. On 24th January 1894 he
took ‘Christ and him crucified’ (23), and commented: ‘In
some quarters it is urged that [ministers] should take up the
topics of the day and preach upon them. There are always
great questions of public importance interesting to many’. It
would be ‘one way for filling up our places of worship’.
Rather than topical preaching, it should be ‘experimental
preaching’, saying ‘The preacher should be able to tell from
his own experience what the gospel of Christ can do for
men, because he knows what it has done for him’. (24)

Portrait of Charles Haddon. (Reproduced by permission of
the Elders of Bardon Park Chapel.)

The margins of his sermons are full of Biblical references,
drawn together into connected themes. He ranged from
Genesis to Revelation, but 56 out of his 175 texts were from
the gospels and 16 from Acts. Other books well used were
James (9 texts), Romans (8
texts), Hebrews (8 texts),
Psalms (7 texts), Philippians (7
texts), 1 Corinthians (7 texts),
and 2 Corinthians (7 Texts).
Only 34 texts came from the
Old Testament.
He used recent scholarship to
deepen insights into these
passages. Mostly it was the
Cambridge Bible with its
comments from some of the
best scholars of the day.
Haddon opposed the idea of a
State Church, but valued the
comments of moderate critics
who were Anglicans and who
had embraced new Biblical
studies but with respect and
moderation. There were not
many illustrations to his
sermons, but where there were,
they often came from
background descriptions of
Palestine in the Cambridge
Bible.
He didn’t seem to be caught up
with clichés, though several
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In Free Churches in Haddon’s day (and until the 1960s or
1970s) when communion took place, it was, unlike mostly
today, as a separate short service after the main morning or
evening service had ended. On the evening of 3rd April
1887 he expressed disappointment that quite a few people
always left before communion; they ‘shrink from staying to
the ordinance because of a feeling of dread’.
One other topic which has seen great changes since
Haddon’s day came up on the morning of 3rd April 1887. ‘I
have no strong personal objection to women preachers ...
But I think there are other
ways for them in which they
can work with more pleasure
to themselves and as much
benefit to others’, such as
‘when they make [the
church’s] social meetings like
family gatherings’, ‘serving at
a tea meeting’. ‘We want some
consecrated sisters for our
Sunday school as the numbers
are greater than the present
staff can well manage.’
‘Classes of adults are often
best taught by ladies. Men will
profit by the teaching of an
intellectual lady in an adult
class.’

Citation presented to Charles Haddon in 1906 by the
Leicestershire and Rutland Congregational Union on the
occasion of Haddon's Ministerial Jubilee. (Reproduced by
permission of Melanie Hayes.)

Significant impact had been
made by women - the servant
who taught the young Lord
Ashley, who became the
reforming 7th Earl of
Shaftesbury; Mrs Daniell
among soldiers at Aldershot;
Aggie Weston among sailors;
women missionaries in India
who could visit and care for
women in places where men
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Photograph presented to Charles Haddon in 1908 of members of the Bardon Park Band of Hope: The names written on the
back are: Back row (left to right) Lucy Twigg, Tom Irons, William Sparrow, Annie Sparrow, Mr Statham, George Lovett, Eunice
Lovett, William Irons, Mr Cooper, Lilly Whitby. Front row (left to right) Mary Tracey, Sam Tracey, Miss [Elsie] Haddon [Charles
Haddon’s daughter], Rev Charles Haddon [white-bearded], Mrs Irons, George Bates, Florrie Duffield. (Reproduced by
permission of the Elders of Bardon Park Chapel.)

couldn’t go. He could have added Catherine Booth who less
than ten years before had pioneered the Salvation Army in
Leicester. It was similar for the Salvation Army in Hinckley
in 1880. Haddon saw a distinction of roles in society and in
church between male and female. This has now changed.
But his conclusion was ‘We want to become more labourers
together ... I observe that in the Quarry all the workers seem
to be working together, all engaged in taking away the Hill
as soon as they can’. That was perhaps the nearest he got to
humour in his sermons – things have changed here too.
References and Notes:
1. The new minister was appointed in 1956.
2. The first book also has 62 pages on John Wesley and Methodist
doctrines, especially ‘entire sanctification’, plus loose pages of a
talk on ‘Duty’, starting from Nelson’s message at Trafalgar, not
from a Bible passage as the sermons do.
3. An estimate for nowadays is that there will be 300 such
delivered every Sunday in Leicestershire - 15,000 a year, one and a
half million over the past century or more (the number of such
churches is now much less, and those that had two services often
only have a morning service now).
4. Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland
(ROLLR): DE 8940.
5. ROLLR N/C/367/1 p.7. Wymondham Congregational Church
Book.
6. Wymondham closed in 1960 and South Witham soon afterwards.
7. E.g. R. H. Evans, ‘Nonconformists in Leicestershire in 1669’,
Transactions, Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
(T.L.A.H.S), 25 (1949-50) p.126.

8. ROLLR QS 5/1/1; QS 44/2/44). Licences applied for in January
1702 (‘lately’) and January 1761 (‘new erected’) (J Nichols, The
History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, (1811), vol. IV
pt. 2, p.1043. Nichols wrote that Bardon Park Presbyterian
Meeting-house was ‘erected several years ago in place of one built
about the year 1694, for a congregation of Protestant Dissenters’.
David L. Wykes, ‘Bardon Park Meeting-House: the registration of
Nonconformist places of worship under the Act of Toleration
(1689)’, T.L.A.H.S. 64 (1990), pp.31-34, sticks to the 1694 date.
9. The Sunday school began in 1820, and a day school in 1848.
10. The gallery was rebuilt in 1906.
11. ROLLR: N/C/18/1 passim. Bardon Park Congregational
Church Book.
12. Haddon on 2 Chronicles 31:5.
13. Song of Solomon 2:12.
14. Haddon on Luke 2:12, Acts 17:7.
15. Haddon on Matthew 6:10.
16. Haddon on 2 Corinthians 10:4.
17. Haddon on 1 John 4 (vv.8,10,17).
18. Haddon on Hebrews 11:38.
19. Haddon on 1 Samuel 13:14.
20. Haddon on Revelation 6:2.
21. Genesis chapters 1–3, 12th February and 26th March 1893.
22. Haddon on Mark 5:19.
23. Haddon on 1 Corinthians 2:2.
24. Haddon on Mark 5:19, 3 June 1894.

Based on a lecture given at the Members’ Evening at the
Leicestershire Archaeological & Historical Society, 26th
February 2015.
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Recent Publications
Edited by Cynthia Brown
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
DRESSES AND DRESSMAKING FROM THE LATE
GEORGIANS TO THE EDWARDIANS
Pam Inder
Amberley, 2018, 96pp, illus., ISBN 9781445672427, £14.99
This book is based on the
collections of dress belonging to
Leicester City and Leicestershire
Museums Services, which
formed a single collection until
1997. Pam Inder was its curator
from 1974 to 1987, and is clearly
an expert in her chosen subject.
It is an ambitious book, with 150
illustrations, many of them
modern photographs of clothes
in these collections, alongside
reproductions of old paintings, photographss, and
advertisements. There is a great deal of other information,
ranging from an overview of dressmaking and dresses
between 1770-1914 to the development of textiles and
related technology, aspects of trade with other nations, and
the ways in which clothes reflected the changing role of
women during this period. As a life-long dressmaker who is
also interested in the history of fashion, I found much of the
book fascinating, particularly the photographs illustrating
how some garments were constructed. The trade
advertisements, cartoons and portraits used in the book are
very informative, and there are some interesting images of
documents, among them bills from local retailers and an
apprenticeship indenture from 1888. At first glance, a
chapter on ‘Trade’ might seem out of place in a book on
dresses and dressmaking, but as the author points out,
Britain’s trade with its Empire and the wider world was
reflected in imported accessories and ‘Novelties’. In some
cases these prompted the development of ‘copycat’
industries in Britain itself - shawl weaving in Paisley and
Norwich for instance - while the large quantities of silk
fabric or fibre imported from China made that country’s silk
harvest ‘a matter of some concern to traders in the UK’. The
treatment of silk with salts of lead or tin - to increase its
weight and make it appear better quality and more expensive
than it was - is among the technological developments
outlined. Other examples are aniline dyes, roller printing,
rubberised fabrics, and elastic web, which became a major
industry in Leicester itself. One of the most important
developments was the sewing machine, so it is interesting to
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note that, while these saved a vast amount of time and effort,
‘there was some concern that treadling a machine was bad
for women’s reproductive organs - the combination of
women and machines was still very troubling to many
Victorian men’. This book has a wider relevance to those
who are interested in women’s roles in society, along with
the various influences on the dress of different social classes,
and related aspects such as the development of shops
and shopping.
Felicity Austin

IMPROVING AGRICULTURE IN NINETEENTH
CENTURY
RUTLAND:
THE
LIFE
AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF RICHARD WESTBROOK
BAKER (1797-1861), STEWARD OF THE EXTON
ESTATE
Vanessa Doe
Rutland Local History and Record Society: Rutland Record
Series No. 6, 2018, 128pp, illus., ISBN 9780907464587,
£12.50
Richard Westbrook Baker has been described as ‘the most
important and influential improver of agriculture in Rutland
in the early nineteenth century’ - a claim amply supported by
this detailed analysis of his life and work. The Baker family
moved to Oakham in 1810 and lived in the Riding School in
Catmose Street belonging to Sir Gerald Noel, owner of the
Exton estate, who became a family friend. Richard
Westbrook, who was born in Baldock, Hertfordshire in
1797, started work on the estate in 1814, when it was
‘apparently in a poor state’, due largely to serious financial
problems elsewhere. He was clearly equal to the challenge,
working his way up to become Sir Gerald’s Steward in
Rutland in 1828, being appointed sole executor of his will,
and retaining his post as Steward after Sir Gerald died in
1838 until his own death in 1861. These topics are
considered in depth in successive chapters of the book,
drawing on the extensive records of the Exton estate in the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland. As
well as those relating directly to the estate, these include
some of his personal correspondence and documents relating
to his other activities: as founder and chairman of the
Farmers and Graziers Club in Oakham, for instance; the
building of the Agricultural Hall in 1858 with a meeting
room and library ‘under his watchful eye’; and letters to and
from St Petersburg about the problems encountered by
Russian farmers. The book begins with an overview of his
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early life and his work on the estate before his appointment
as Steward. Subsequent chapters cover his contribution to
improvements in land management, among them trials of
agricultural implements, ploughing meetings and
demonstrations of steam ploughing and livestock breeding.
He was responsible for many innovations in agricultural
practice, both on the Exton estate itself and within the wider
farming community - among them helping to found the
Rutland Agricultural Society in 1831. The establishment of
the Rutland Friendly Society and the introduction of
allotments for spade husbandry were among several efforts
to improve the condition of agricultural workers, the latter
with an annual inspection and prize-giving. The book
concludes with an extensive assessment of Richard Baker’s
successes, along with some ‘undeserved unpleasantness’
including his expulsion from the Waltham Show Society.
Several appendices and a bibliography complete a
fascinating and very informative account of his life and
work, which is all the more valuable for being firmly rooted
in the wider agricultural history of the time.
Cynthia Brown

THE MEDIEVAL EARTHWORKS OF SOUTH &
SOUTH-EAST LEICESTERSHIRE
Robert F. Hartley
Leicestershire Fieldworkers, 2018, 218pp, illus., ISBN
9780954820039, £10
Readers familiar with Hartley’s earlier volumes will not be
disappointed by this latest and final edition. Combining what
was to be two volumes into one, it fills the remaining gaps in
his survey, and has been expertly edited and compiled by
Kathy Elkin. The drawings, as in previous volumes, are
detailed hachure diagrams, which this reviewer finds more
evocative and effective than contour lines or shading. It also
contributes to the study of extant ridge and furrow and field
plans as they relate to settlements. How much of it will
remain may be open to question, but at least it will enable
the state of preservation to be monitored: as with many of
the features it records, the merit lies in the preservation by
record of features too slight to survive, or too easy to
obliterate. Hartley also includes many additional features
evidencing human activity in the landscape, notably the
relationship of landscape management and resources such as
water channels and landed estates. The illustrations are clear
and easy to understand, and important modern features
enable the reader to situate themselves easily on the ground.
The information contained in these pages will support local
activities studying the history and development of the
Leicestershire landscape over time, as well as being a
valuable resource for academic study. Teachers wishing to
engage their pupils in the development and growth of their
own communities might also find it a useful tool. Indeed,

this is an invaluable resource for anyone with an interest in
the landscape history of the East Midlands and
Leicestershire in particular. It stands out as remarkable value
for money and for its many other strengths - those
responsible for its production should be congratulated.
Graham Aldred

RUTLAND RECORD: JOURNAL OF THE RUTLAND
LOCAL HISTORY AND RECORD SOCIETY, NO. 38
Various authors
Rutland Local History and Record Society, 2018, 50pp,
illus., ISBN 9780907464594, £6
There are gems of interest to be found on almost every page
of this excellent and highly professional publication which
does the Rutland Local History and Record Society proud.
The account of the Belton fire of 1776 by Robert Ovens and
Sheila Sleath is a skilful synthesis of a variety of evidence,
including newspapers, a survey of documents including title
deeds held in private collections, and archaeological
evidence, well illustrated throughout. The fire itself seems to
have been the result of one thoughtless act which had
devastating consequences as it swept through the village.
Through a close study of the newspaper evidence, looking in
particular at those who received compensation for the loss of
their homes or goods, the authors suggest the course taken
by the fire through the village while photographic evidence
from buildings in the village graphically shows its effects.
Paul Reeves writes of the cross-cultural linkage of a French
aristocrat, Mme le Comtesse de Boigne, George Finch, Earl
of Winchilsea, and Marcel Proust. The serendipitous nature
of his excursion into Mme de Boigne’s memoirs and her
references to a Christmas spent at Burley on the Hill in
1789, led the author to follow Finch’s travels around Europe
and to America during the War of Independence - and then
onwards to an essay by Marcel Proust in the early twentieth
century. Malcolm Tozer draws on the known evidence for
the Uppingham High School for Girls from 1888 to 1893 to
offer a valuable corrective to the usual narrative of the
education of females being restricted to sewing, drawing and
suitable skills at the piano. Edward Thring, headmaster of
the boys’ boarding school, gave his support to the
establishment of the school by the daughter of one of the
teachers at his own school, Mary Beisiegel. The last section
of the journal contains the usual comprehensive round up of
all the recent archaeological work in the county and reports
from local record offices, museums and historical societies.
It is also appropriate here to commend the Portable
Antiquities Scheme (PAS), which celebrated its fifteenth
anniversary last year. Wendy Scott, the Finds Liaison
Officer for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, comments
on how the development of a social media campaign is
helping to promote the work of the Scheme and its
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discoveries to a wider and perhaps new public. Highlights of
the year include the beautiful Bronze Age gold ring from
Whissendine, and the discovery of a gold ‘Bolognino’ or
Papal Ducat in the coin hoard at Lyddington. As Wendy
writes: ‘this coin is an extremely unusual thing to find in an
English hoard and is so far the only example recorded
nationally by the PAS’.
Margaret Bonney

THEODORA SALUSBURY: STAINED GLASS
ARTIST 1875 - 1956
Georgina Maltby and Andrew Loutit
Maltby & Loutit, 2018, 120pp, illus, ISBN 9781527221925,
£20
The authors of this beautifully
illustrated and fascinating
book are a cousin and greatnephew
of
Theodora
Salisbury, a stained glass artist
in the Arts and Crafts style
who always preferred to be
known just as ‘Miss
Salusbury’. She was born in
1875 in Leicester, where her
father practised as a solicitor. For some time before moving
to Birstall the family lived next door to St James the Greater
on London Road, one of the many religious, cultural and
artistic influences on her choice of career that are identified
in the book. Among the more unusual, perhaps, was the
family’s ‘exceptional interest in birds’: with birds coming to
feature in many of her stained glass window designs, and
she chose a peacock as her artist’s mark. Miss Salusbury
studied at the Leicester College of Art and later at the Royal
College of Art in London, making her first church window
in 1914 before her graduation two years later. She also
attended the Central School of Arts and Crafts and the Slade
School of Art in London, and served a four-year
apprenticeship with Christopher Whall, who had worked on
the windows of Gloucester Cathedral. The book incorporates
her own account of her method of working, not least her
brilliant use of colour, but its main focus is on her windows
and panels. Alongside her own list of these, there is a very
useful chart arranged by country and county. These range far
and wide, but the largest body of her work is to be found in
Leicestershire, for example at Queniborough, Kimcote and
Scraptoft. High quality images accompany the very
informative text of each entry. This is a wonderful and very
welcome addition, both in terms of what it tells us about
Miss Salusbury herself and the sheer pleasure of browsing
such beautiful representations of her work and art.
Cynthia Brown
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Other recent publications
THE BYGONE MAGIC AND WITCHCRAFT OF
LEICESTERSHIRE
Radcliff Alistair Gregory
Reprint, 2018
A NEW DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH FIELD-NAMES
(INCLUDES LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND)
Paul Cavill
English Place-Name Society, 2018
LEICESTERSHIRE FOLK TALES FOR CHILDREN
Tom Phillips
The History Press, 2018
LEICESTER
THE HISTORY OF ALLOTMENTS IN LEICESTER
Cynthia Brown
Leicester City Council, 2018, 12pp, illus.
The Leicester Labourer’s Friend Society was established in
1842 as a local branch of a national allotment movement that
traced its origins back to schemes for rural labourers from
the late eighteenth century onwards. These aimed to provide
outdoor work, a better diet and the avoidance of
‘recklessness and despair’. Acts of Parliament in 1887 and
1908 encouraged land to be made available, and enabled
local authorities to borrow money to create allotments. This
also encouraged the formation of local allotment societies
such as the Aylestone Allotments and Leisure Gardens
Society, which was formed in 1901 and is still going.
Allotments were an important part of the war effort in both
World Wars; but changes in leisure and the increase in the
use of freezers led to many vacant plots in the 1950s and
1960s. Fortunately, the situation has changed since then and
Leicester now has over 40 allotment sites with more than
3,000 plots. This colourful booklet is well-designed and
informative, and compresses a long history into a concise
story. It should be of interest both as an introduction to the
subject and as a useful source for local historians.
Colin Hyde

THE DANIEL LAMBERT PICTURE BOOK - DANIEL
LAMBERT 1770-1809 ENGLAND’S SPORTING
COLOSSUS
Roger Street
Artesius Publications, 2019, 65pp, illus., ISBN
9780953272235, £9.99
Daniel Lambert was a well-known celebrity in his own short
lifetime, and has continued to fascinate people right up the
present. He is celebrated in Leicester, his place of birth in
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1770, with a permanent exhibition at Newarke Houses
Museum, and was also featured in Stamford Museum, the
place of his death in 1809, until its closure. As the author
points out, this is the first book entirely dedicated to the
‘great man’. The author has taken it upon himself to promote
Daniel Lambert and the inauguration of a Daniel Lambert
Historical Society. The book is divided into two, with the
first half being text, and the second half consisting of
numerous illustrations, many in colour. Whilst the narrative
is roughly chronological, there are also chapters on his
‘sporting interests’ and his legacy. There are also quite
extensive quotes from contemporary journals such as The
Monthly Mirror and The Sporting Magazine, which have
probably never been used as comprehensively before. It is
marketed as a picture book, and it is the quality and quantity
of the illustrations that adds the greatest value. In addition to
examples of souvenirs from the author’s own collection,
there are portraits from numerous museums, and prints and
caricatures. It is prints such as The English Lamb and the
French Tiger (contrasting the wholesome lamb-eating
Daniel against the gruel-eating Napoleon) that give us the
flavour of the period, and the best insight into his fame. This
is a very readable and enjoyable book which should help
assuage the literary appetite of Daniel Lambert aficionados.
Philip R. French

HISTORIC ENGLAND: LEICESTER - UNIQUE
IMAGES FROM THE ARCHIVES OF HISTORIC
ENGLAND
Stephen Butt
Amberley Publishing, 2018, 96pp, illus., ISBN
9781445683621, £14.99
This book follows the format of so many photographic
books showcasing a town, city or area. What makes it
different is that the photographs are taken from the archives
of Historic England, and so are not the images that we so
often see in books on Leicester. Each chapter follows a
theme, and is beautifully illustrated. Although not suggested
in the title, the book also looks at towns and villages in
Leicestershire as well as Leicester itself. The photographs
have been well chosen to illustrate the areas that the author
has selected. There is also a short chapter on the archive of
Historic England, why it was started and how to access it.
This is a welcome addition for readers who might wish to
look at less familiar images of Leicestershire, and a pleasure
to browse through.
Lois Edwards
LEICESTER STREET ART GUIDE
Graffwerk
Visit Leicester, 2018, 69pp, illus, ISBN 9780956922168, £3.50

The enhanced profile and
support of street art is such that
in 2017 Leicester hosted the
‘Bring the Paint Festival’, with
artists coming from all over the
world to produce a variety of
works. This guide from Visit
Leicester, the city’s official
tourist agency, exemplifies the
transition from graffiti being
considered an anti-social
obscenity to a respected and
accredited art form. It explains the heritage of graffiti art,
and notes that: ‘In an age of the internet and a globalisation
of style, graffiti in Leicester has maintained its regional
pride’. It acts as a gazetteer to locations where certain artists
such as Philth, Voyder and Smug have their work, and
entries are usually accompanied by a short biography and an
interview with the artist, explaining their inspirations and
techniques. There are also sections on specific themes such
as Leicester City Football Club artworks, perhaps amongst
the most popular of such works in the city. There are many
full colour representations of Leicester’s wide ranging
collection of street art. Some of the works in the city centre
and St George’s Cultural Quarter will be very well known,
but there are some attractive pieces in more obscure sites
such as Athena car park, Queen Street and Frog Island. It
offers a different view of the city’s streets in the twenty-first
century; and because some of the pieces are (sadly) already
outdated, it provides a snapshot of Leicester at a particular
time which will be intriguing to future generations. To
encourage more participation of a high quality and at
designated sites, there is also a chapter on legal sites which
gives advice on what can and cannot be done.
Philip R. French

LEICESTER’S VICTORIAN INFIDELS: A HISTORY
OF RATIONALISM AND SECULARISM IN
LEICESTER 1830 - 1867
Ned Newitt
Leicester Pioneer Press, 2019, 80pp, illus., ISBN
9780955282553, £6
Ned Newitt has authored a string of books on Leicester’s
political and social history, mainly covering topics from the
late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This publication
covers a slightly earlier period with the focus on the 1830s
to the 1860s. The book takes a roughly chronological
approach, looking briefly at radicalism or Jacobinism at the
time of the French Revolution, and the continuance of some
of the personalities and issues into the 1820s to 1840s. John
Seal became the first secretary of the Chartists in 1840. The
Chartists had a huge membership and campaigned to enlarge
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the franchise and increase parliamentary representation as a
vital component of tackling political and economic issues.
Although Chartism and Owenism did not achieve their
objectives, many of their members continued to campaign
for other radical issues in organisations such as the Rational
Society and the Secular Society. The conflict between those
who were branded as godless
infidels and those who feared the
rise of secularism and sought to
maintain the central role of
Christianity is a fascinating
story. Leicester played a key part
in this and at one point had the
largest branch of the Rational
Society outside of London.
Leicester was also the scene of a
huge demonstration by the
National Reform League in 1866
against the rejection of the Liberal government’s Reform
Bill. The battle for free expression of beliefs was fought out
on many battlegrounds in the town, such as the opening
hours of shops and pubs. Sunday opening of the Museum
was controversial, with the issue not being resolved until
1891. Public performance of music was also highly
contentious, with public concerts being booked for public
open spaces after opponents looked to block concerts in the
Borough parks. It is somewhat ironic to think that perhaps
the radical of today might look to control Sunday opening to
protect the rights of working people. In these and other
respects the story of those pioneers who struggled for the
right to freedom of expression of beliefs is a fascinating one,
with a special local relevance. The book is well researched
and uses many previously untapped local and national
sources including The Reasoner and London Tribune and
The Movement. It is also well illustrated with photographs
of many of the key local figures on both sides of the
infidels/evangelists debate.
Philip R. French

LIFE IN THE ROMAN WORLD: ROMAN LEICESTER
Giacomo Savani, Sarah Scott and Mathew Morris
School of Archaeology and Ancient History, University of
Leicester, 2018, 65pp, illus., ISBN 9780957479258, £8.95
This latest publication from the University of Leicester is a
collaborative work by the
School of Archaeology
and Ancient History, the
University of Leicester
Archaeological Services
and Leicester Classics
Hub. They have produced
an attractive book which
66

will act as an introduction and comprehensive guide to
archaeology and specifically the Roman world, as well as
being of interest to the general reader. The book is divided
into many small accessible sections, beginning with the
development of the science of archaeology from the
eighteenth century through to the present, and from classical
sites to work in Britain and Leicester. Many themes and
topics are covered, including the village, war, baths, dining,
everyday life and art. By looking at the nature of the broader
Roman world, a good grounding is provided for an
understanding of the sections specifically relating to
Leicester. We learn that this world was not homogenous,
and that many local variants of Romano-British culture
existed, such as the syncretism or ‘merging’ of gods, and
adaptations of local architecture. The book is also very good
on the personal level. We learn about Marcus Ulpius
Novantico of Ratae (Leicester) who joined the First Cohorts
of Britain and fought for the Romans in the Dacian Wars;
and of customs such as the use of messages written on lead
tablets to curse alleged wrongdoers. Archaeology plays a
vital role in illuminating our understanding of the Roman
world, and Leicester is one of the most excavated urban
areas in Britain. The book makes good use of the material
culture that has been uncovered, and the general findings
drawn by archaeologists about the layout of Leicester and
how it functioned. It is well illustrated with colour
photographs of local and national archaeological finds, along
with maps and topographical photographs; and the artworks
of Mike Codd show how Roman Leicester might have
looked. It is written in an attractive and accessible style, and
provides an excellent concise guide to the subject.
Philip R. French

Other recent publications
LEICESTER 2084 AD: NEW POEMS ABOUT THE CITY
Ambrose Musiyiwa (ed.)
CivicLeicester, 2018
MODS: TWO CITY CONNECTION - MEMORIES OF
THE LEICESTER & NOTTINGHAM MOD SCENE
Shaun Knapp
JMD Media, 2019

TOWNS AND VILLAGES
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH PAST AND PRESENT:
JOURNAL OF ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH MUSEUM,
NO. 20
Various authors
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum, June 2018, 43pp, illus., £4
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Pat Dixon contributes the third part of the history of the
Mammatt family to this edition, focusing on John, the eldest
of the five children of Edward and Elizabeth Mammatt, and
his brother Edward, born in 1805 and 1807 respectively. It
draws on a handwritten diary kept by John for several
months when he was 16, which still survives. John attracted
several ‘fanciful’ tales, one of which suggested that he faked
his own death in 1851, ingesting laurel leaves ‘so as to
appear dead’, and later making his escape from the coffin
which was reputedly lowered empty into the ground. John
Louch’s article ‘Cloughie and me’ is dedicated to ‘all those
beleaguered Rams fans still residing in the Ashby area’. He
relates his own experiences of supporting Derby County
from the high points of the 1930s and ‘40s through a decline
that led to two seasons in the old Third Division North, and
the revival of their fortunes with the appointment of Brian
Clough as manager in 1967. Harriet Raven, the first Matron
of the Cottage Hospital in 1894, is the subject of an article
by John Gill. In her interesting article ‘A case of mistaken
identity?’, Irene Brightmer suggests that the Leicester
Shirley family have been erroneously identified as owners of
slave-holding estates in Jamaica in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. This edition also reproduces the poem
Ashby de la Zouch: a tale of the seventeenth century by
Lady Flora Hastings, along with items from the Museum
archives relating to Ashby Races and ‘rejoicings’ at the end
of the Crimean War.
Cynthia Brown

ECHOES FROM THE WORKHOUSE: THE PAUPER
EXPERIENCE IN THE BARROW UPON SOAR POOR
LAW UNION
Rothley Heritage Trust
The Authors, 2018, 124pp, illus., ISBN 9780956341594, £9
Along with an exhibition, this publication is part of a two
year Heritage Lottery funded project to recover the
experience of the workhouse regime in the Barrow upon
Soar Poor Law Union, with a particular focus on its inmates.
It builds on research carried out for a dissertation by
Margaret Henry in 1978 into the period from the beginning
of the Barrow Union in 1837, following the reform of the
Poor Laws in 1834 and their denial of relief to the ablebodied poor outside the workhouse. This research covered
the period to 1860 and considered the formation of the new
(elected) Board of Poor Law Guardians, the administration
of poor relief, and the importance of the administration of
health care within the Poor Law. Additional research by
Heritage Trust volunteers offers a rounded picture of the
composition and activities of the elected Poor Law
Guardians, the appointment of staff, the layout of the
workhouse, and its ‘regulated regime’. For those unfamiliar
with the system, there is also a great deal of contextual

information about the origins of the Poor Law, from the
Elizabethan Act of 1601 through subsequent reforms to its
eventual abolition in 1929. It is the carefully researched
biographies that really bring the experience of inmates to
life. The majority were numbered among the ‘impotent
poor’, victims of circumstances beyond their control rather
than of ‘self-inflicted’ poverty - demonstrating in turn how
effective the regime was in deterring the able-bodied poor
from accepting relief on the harsh terms that were offered.
The text is complemented with images from original
documents and line and wash drawings from a professional
illustrator, adding still more interest to an informative and
insightful account of Poor Law administration and the
experience of some of its recipients.
Cynthia Brown

WHEN
LIFE
WAS
TRANSFORMED
IN
BRAUNSTONE AND THE ROLE OF THE PARISH
COUNCIL IN THE 1920s/30s: A BRAUNSTONE
HERITAGE ARCHIVE GROUP PROJECT
Jack Haselgrove
Braunstone Town Council, 2017, 45pp, illus., ISBN
9781999870102, £5
The inspiration for this booklet came from the realisation
that Braunstone Town Council (or Braunstone Parish
Council as it was previously known) was 90 years old on 21
August, 2017. The Braunstone Heritage Archive Group has
transcribed the Minute Books of the Parish Council, which
are held in Braunstone Civic Centre, and this booklet is
based mainly on the contents of the first volume covering
August 1927 to September 1939. For completeness the last
two meetings of 1939, which fall into the second book, have
also been scanned. Year by year accounts have been
compiled of the main discussions and decisions of the
Council, with the addition of explanatory notes and
comments by the editor. There is a short Preface which sets
the historical context of the transformation of this small
agricultural village into a large and complex suburban area,
followed by an Introduction to the Minute Books
themselves. Dramatic’ is not too big a claim for the changes
which came over this part of the countryside. The
population figures speak for themselves: 238 in 1921 and
over 7000 by 1931. They give a sense of what it was like for
the original inhabitants of a small rural community and
estate village owned by the Winstanley family, to find
themselves overtaken by rapid and in some cases speculative
building programmes. Several illustrations contrast the
estate cottages, lacking any modern amenities, with the new
homes on the council-owned and the private estate – the
latter advertised as each having ‘tiled kitchenette fitted with
four in one gas washer and tiled bathroom’. These were for
sale from £485 to £598 in 1936. Housing needs came before
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basic amenities such as schools, health facilities, street
lighting and bus routes, the Minute Books being full of
agitation about these items. This was made more complex by
the overlapping of local authorities in the area:
Leicestershire County Council, Leicester Corporation, Blaby
Rural District Council and Braunstone Parish all had legal
fingers in the Braunstone pie, and it was the need for
certainty in decision-making about the growth of a big estate
which led to the formation of Braunstone Parish Council in
1927. However, sensitivities and rivalries between town and
country (Braunstone Lane which cuts through the urban area
is the city/county boundary) continued to plague the
development of Braunstone’s community facilities. In 1938,
for example, there was a vitriolic exchange when the Parish
Council discovered that Blaby RDC had taken a planning
decision to allow a cinema to be built on Braunstone Lane
without any consultation. The shadow of World War II
comes to Braunstone in the pages of this Minute Book with
meetings during 1938 to talk about air raid precautions and
the distribution of gas masks, followed by the building of
shelters in 1939 and the appointment of leaders for the
Auxiliary Fire Service provision in the area. However, even
as the country was gearing up for war, councillors were still
preoccupied with indecent behaviour, particularly at
weekends, along Braunstone Lane, together with the
imposition of a 30mph speed limit on the main roads in the
estate, and the noise nuisance of low-flying aircraft from
Desford aerodrome. In terms of revealing what it was like to
live through the transformation of a rural village, essentially
unchanged from the early modern period, into a densely
populated modern suburb, these Minute Books are essential
reading.

was commuted, but the wider issues raised by her trial, not
least the acknowledgement that she acted in ‘in a moment of
desperation and when her faculties were not normal’,
eventually led to changes in the law. A brief article by Alan
Briggs relates his ‘one and only’ appearance in 1948 at
Hinckley’s annual Sunday School Treats, when his father
was driving an ageing vehicle prone to overheating for one
of the tableaux, and he ‘went along for the ride’. Hugh
Beavin’s article on John Onebye, Hinckley’s ‘notable
Royalist’ and resident of Priory House, includes an account
of his battle to claim his right to occupy one of the most
prominent pews in St Mary’s church. This edition concludes
with a reproduction of the entry for Hinckley in White’s
Directory of Leicestershire and Rutland in 1846. One of the
main articles in the Winter edition is ‘The Hinckley
omnibus’ by Alan Briggs, prompted by the opening of
Hinckley’s rebuilt bus station in 2016 and the thirtieth
anniversary of the deregulation of bus services. It covers
developments in the Hinckley area from the first recorded
horse bus service in Hinckley in 1847 to deregulation in
1986, and includes the many carriers serving Hinckley and
district as well as larger operators. ‘A short history of
Shenton’ by David Knight provides a substantial account of
the village from the Anglo-Saxon period to the late twentieth
century - by which time, thanks to the reopening of the
station and its proximity to the Bosworth Battlefield,
Shenton had become a tourist attraction. It is also very
informative about the Wollaston family who were associated
with the village from the 1620s. In the third article,
‘Patching history together’, Ian Philpott traces the history of
another family, the Patches of Hinckley, after discovering an
inscription to ‘J. Patch’ among the graffiti on the wall of St
Mary’s church.

Margaret Bonney
Cynthia Brown
THE HINCKLEY HISTORIAN: MAGAZINE OF
HINCKLEY AND DISTRICT MUSEUM, NO. 81,
SUMMER 2018; NO. 82, WINTER 2018
Various authors
Hinckley and District Museum, 2018, 48pp (Summer), 44pp
(Winter), illus., £1.50

HARBOROUGH HISTORIAN: JOURNAL OF LOCAL
HISTORY FOR MARKET HARBOROUGH AND
DISTRICT, ISSUE 35
Various authors
Market Harborough Historical Society, 2018, 65pp, illus., £5.50

The main article in the summer edition of the Hinckley
Historian by David Knight is a short history of Lindley, an
area of Hinckley that ‘people know little about or have never
heard of’. The village itself disappeared around 500 years
ago, and public access was restricted in more recent years by
its use as a World War II airfield and later development by
MIRA (Motor Industry Research Association). The article
covers the period from its ‘uncertain’ origins, through
changes in landholding and ownership of the estate to its
sale and demolition in the 1920s. Paul Seaton writes about
Edith Mary Roberts of Hinckley, a young woman convicted
of the murder of her own child in 1921. Her death sentence

Four articles in this very interesting edition focus on the
First World War and the early post-war period, rounding off
a series of contributions to the Harborough Historian over
the full period of its centenary. John Dilly, a former editor of
the Harborough Mail, examined the Market Harborough
Advertiser as part of research to compare how local and
national newspapers reported the Great War. Jean Emeny
analyses the response of farming in Leicestershire during the
war, including the loss of workers from the land and the
various means by which they were replaced - along with the
‘entrenched attitudes’ that delayed the ‘obvious’ solution of
employing women. Rosalind Willatts writes of the debates
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surrounding the World War I memorials erected in Market
Harborough. There was general agreement about the need
for two memorials, one to honour the fallen, and a Peace
Memorial in the form of an institution to benefit the whole
town which would also record the names of all those who
served. The rejection of a Free Library and Reading Room
in favour of an extension to the Cottage Hospital is just one
aspect of this comprehensive analysis. David Johnson
considers another legacy of the war: the ‘homes for heroes’
that formed Harborough’s first municipal estate, St Mary’s,
built between 1920-28. The work of the Urban District
Council is set in the context of national policies and building
standards as well as population and social conditions in
Harborough itself. The Hill Crest estate, now known as ‘The
Woodlands’, is the subject of an article by one of its
residents, Lawrie Gatehouse. Hill Crest, the mansion from
which it was named, was built in 1873 for Edward Knapp
Fisher, son of a land agent. This account details its
subsequent owners, the break up and sale of the estate in the
1920s, and its development in the 1960s as a ‘country estate’
of ‘individual quality houses and layouts’. Douglas
Wooldridge’s analysis of passive resistance to the Education
Act of 1902 in and around Harborough adds more detail to a
presentation by Cynthia Brown at the Society’s History Day
in 2017. There are other short articles on the Kibworth and
Harborough Book Society 1772 - 1869 by David Holmes;
seventeenth century tithe disputes in Little Bowden by Pam
Aucott; Leicestershire’s County and local militias 1757 1850; an account of a visit of the King of Denmark to
Harborough in 1768; and memories of growing up in
Yorkshire during World War II by John Tillotson. As
always, the journal it is well researched and presented, with
a varied and engaging range of contributions.
Cynthia Brown

LOUGHBOROUGH IN 50 BUILDINGS
Lynne Dyer
Amberley Books, 2018, 96pp, illus., ISBN 9781445680934,
£14.99
Over 70 books have now
been
published
in
Amberley’s
‘In
50
Buildings’ series. The
publishers are to be
congratulated on including
small ‘often overlooked’
towns
such
as
Loughborough in the series,
and for leaving this volume
in the capable hands of
local historian, librarian
and tour guide Lynne Dyer.

The book is amply illustrated, and includes a wellresearched potted history of each building or structure - as
the 50 ‘buildings’ selected in Loughborough include a
possible hill fort, a drinking fountain, a bridge and a mural.
Loughborough has nearly 150 buildings which are either
listed by Historic England, or locally for their significance
and importance. Probably no two people would choose the
same 50, but this selection will please most readers. It
includes religious, industrial, railway, commercial and civic
buildings, buildings for leisure and education, and houses
ranging from the thirteenth century Old Rectory and the
impressive 1802 town house of Thomas Barfoot Oliver, to
the humble early- to mid-nineteenth century homes of lace
makers and framework knitters. As the author explains,
Loughborough contains ‘a dearth of buildings in one era and
an abundance in another, reflecting periods of prosperity and
decline’. The book is not a history of building types in
Loughborough, but a history of Loughborough itself, told
through its surviving buildings. Many of those featured are
unassuming at first sight. It would be easy to walk past the
Manor House, for example, without appreciating that some
of its timbers were felled in c.1477; and the International
Supermarket on Sparrow Hill is hardly recognisable as a
purpose-built theatre of 1823. The book would be attractive
to anyone with an interest in Loughborough and its history
as well as local residents themselves.
Pam Fisher

KIRBY MUXLOE COURAGE, COMMITMENT AND
COMMUNITY: TALES FROM AN ENGLISH
VILLAGE AS IT OVERCAME ADVERSITY IN
TIMES OF WAR AND PEACE
Judith Upton, Mike Gould, ed.
Kirby Muxloe Local History Group, 2018, 60pp, illus., £6
The first two of the four sections of this book cover Kirby
Muxloe in the First and Second World Wars and their effects
on the village. In 1911 Kirby Muxloe was primarily a
farming community, with some men employed in coal mines
in the Desford area and around 80 women working as
domestic servants. The main part of this section is devoted
to biographies, often with photographs or other images, of
the men of Kirby Muxloe who died during World War I and
those who fought and returned. The focus of the World War
II section is on the work of Kirby Muxloe’s Air Raid
Precautions (ARP) wardens, based mainly on ARP books
donated to the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland. These illustrate the effects of the bombing of
the village in November 1940, including a detailed list of
casualties and the nature of their injuries. There are also
records of more humorous moments, such as the suggestion
that ‘the dish cloth be washed at least once a month as it is
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showing signs of cracking with dirt in it and is apt to leave
marks on the cups and saucers’. Kirby Muxloe Free Church
was all but destroyed during the bombing, and the story of
its post-war restoration and refurbishment is told. This
varied, informative and entertaining volume concludes with
more memories of village life to supplement those in earlier
publications from the Local History Group.
Cynthia Brown

MARKFIELD TIMES
Diane Lockley
The Author, 2018, 125pp, illus., £6.50
Di Lockley invites us to dip into the subjects that interest us
as she spreads before us a veritable feast of incidents and
people relating to the history of her village from c1749 to
1922. She concentrates mainly on the Leicester papers, the
Chronicle, Journal and Mercury, but her research has taken
in newspapers from all around the country as she has trawled
for any references to Markfield’s inhabitants. The result is
the Markfield Times, a thorough and at times very amusing
digest of life in one Leicestershire village. This mass of
information includes a wealth of anecdotes which flesh out
village life, customs and opinions, and is sub-divided into 12
themed sections, ranging from Markfield Villagers, through
Sales and Advertising, Health, Fire and Various Accidents to
Crime, Politics and Markfield 1914-1918. Quotations from
the papers are interspersed with the author’s own ‘take’ on
the subject, and these comments are worth a read in
themselves for their humour. Markfield is granite country,
with quarrying the main industry during this period, with
many adverts in the papers lauding the quality of the stone.
Margaret Bonney

STONEYWELL COTTAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE: A
SOUVENIR GUIDE
National Trust
The Authors, 2015, 32pp, illus., ISBN 9781843594673
Stoneywell was built in 1899 by Sydney Gimson as a
holiday home for his family in Charnwood Forest. This short
guide is beautifully produced and is well-illustrated with a
good balance of old and new illustrations. It gives a good
introduction to the house and grounds, including a
description of each room and its furniture. The book
explains why the house is such a good example of a build of
the arts and crafts movement. Whilst the book is clearly
designed as a guide book and visit souvenir, it will give
future historians a snapshot of the house in the twenty-first
century.
Lois Edwards
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THURCASTON WITH CROPSTON: NUGGETS
OF TIME
Diane Denton
Caudle Publishing, 2018, 194pp, illus., ISBN
9780956320841, £15
This history of the parish of Thurcaston and Cropston covers
a wide range of topics from the Domesday Book through to
the 2001 Census, arranged in thematic ‘nuggets’ rather than
chronologically. The two villages are separated by the
Rothley Brook, and connected by the sixteenth or
seventeenth century Sandham Bridge and the Coffin Bridge,
over which coffins were carried to funerals in All Saints
church in Thurcaston. Several other sections focus on the
church itself, including its furniture and fittings, the stained
glass windows, and the eight bells in the tower. One
commemorates the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 and is
described in detail. The church also has a set of handbells,
still regularly used rather than lying ‘dusty and dilapidated’,
as is often the case. There is a comprehensive list of clergy
from the early thirteenth century to the present, and
examples of some of the more unusual memorials in the
graveyard, including a granite headstone commemorating a
former yarn agent, William Bailey, who was born in Orissa
in India in 1861 and buried in Thurcaston in 1919. A variety
of memorials relating to the two World Wars are also
covered in the book, from the War Memorial Cross in the
graveyard to the brass plaque commemorating previous
school pupils, and the village Memorial Hall, originally the
Village Institute - illustrated by the Deed of Gift conveying
the land for the purpose from Lord Lanesborough. There is
a particularly interesting link between Cropston and the
Leicester Guild of the Crippled in the form of the Groves
Holiday Home, founded by the hosiery manufacturer Arthur
Groves in 1898. The Home itself was opened in 1926. Ten
houses for working men and their families were also built on
plots provided by the Cropston Land Society between 1898
and 1905. These and other ‘nuggets’ provide an entertaining
and informative overview of the two villages for past and
current residents and ‘outsiders’ alike.
Cynthia Brown
THURCASTON AND CROPSTON HERITAGE
WALKING TRAIL
Charnwood Roots
The authors, 2017, 15pp, free
WOODHOUSE AND EAVES HERITAGE WALKING
TRAIL
Charnwood Roots
The Authors, 2018, 15pp, free
Anyone picking up these beautifully produced and
illustrated booklets from the Victoria County History
Charnwood Roots project will surely not be able to resist the
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circular walks that they follow around these villages.
Starting at All Saints church in Thurcaston, the Thurcaston
and Cropston trail (5.1 km/3.7 miles) gives a brief history of
each of the buildings and other landmarks along the way,
among them the medieval earthworks near the church,
Cropston Reservoir, the Hind Sisters’ Homes in Cropston,
and Thurcaston’s former Methodist chapel - one of the
smallest places of worship in the country. The Woodhouse
and Eaves trail (13 km/8.8 miles) takes a similar approach,
starting on the top of Windmill Hill, where there had been a
windmill since at least 1796. This and other nearby sites
became very popular with tourists once the railway opened
up the area to visitors, leading in turn to the establishment of
tearooms and the production of Woodhouse ‘memorabilia’.
It continues by way of the granite cottages for slate
quarrymen to the Wesleyan chapel built in 1887 on the site
of the original chapel, and Pestilence Cottage, which became
a refuge for Thomas Rawlins and his family during the
bubonic plague of 1665. Other landmarks along the route
include Garats Hay, converted from military to residential
use; the Herrick Homes Almshouses built by Mary Ann
Herrick in 1856 using stone from local quarries; Beaumanor
Hall; and the Mountsorrel granite War Memorial cross on
Church Hill. The text accompanying both trails is long
enough to be very informative, but short enough to read en
route, with a welcome focus on the people who lived in or
used the various buildings. The directions in both guides are
very clear and well supported with maps, along with
information about car parking and access by bus.

selling beer to fellow employees and workmen without a
licence. A recently discovered catalogue for the sale of the
contents of the Court in 1903 sheds more light on its internal
accommodation and contents. The later history of Thurnby
Court, after the expiry of the nuns’ lease in 1907, is also
covered in more detail, along with sets of plans for the site
of the Court prepared for Mr Stephen Heath in the 1920s,
discovered ‘by a fortunate coincidence’ during some
unrelated research at the Record Office. Information from
other sources supports the view that the house was not
demolished with its ‘dramatic explosion’ until sometime
between the summer of 1917 and the autumn of 1919. There
is a great deal more of interest in these additional pages,
both for readers coming to the book for the first time and
those who were engaged and intrigued by the original version.

Cynthia Brown

PURE GOLD: NOTES ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THOMAS BIRKETT OF WIGSTON
J. Birkett
The Author, 2018

THURNBY COURT: THE STORY OF AN
EXTRAVAGANT
BUT
SHORT-LIVED
LEICESTERSHIRE MANSION - NEW AND
UPDATED EDITION
Brian Screaton
The Author, 3rd edn., 2018, 56pp, illus, ISBN
9781788087315, £9.95
The first edition of this book was reviewed in the
Leicestershire Historian in 2017. Since then further
information has come to light, and around 20 pages have
been added in the form of notes cross-referenced to the
relevant pages – a format that works very well. For instance,
a section on James Alexander Jackson’s time in Liverpool
adds significant detail about his business activities, and the
possible involvement of the family in running the blockade
during the American Civil War: one which in the nature of
things is unlikely to be confirmed by archival records.
Additional newspaper evidence confirms that the ‘Mr
Mason’ who built Thurnby Court was Thomas Mason of
Leamington, as well as giving more insights into the
family’s activities and those of its servants, including the
fact that the Jackson’s stud groom was fined in 1873 for

Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
1950S MIDLANDERS: EVERYDAY STORIES OF
HINCKLEY FOLK
Hinckley Historical Society
The Authors, 2018
SUFFRAGETTES’ FOOTSTEPS: A TRAIL AROUND
LOUGHBOROUGH
Unidentified author(s)
Produced for the Deeds Not Words Festival, 2018

MILITARY AND WAR
HALLATON IN THE GREAT WAR: SERVICE AND
SACRIFICE - THREE VOLUMES
Hallaton in the Great War Research Group
The authors, 2018, 1276pp, illus., ISBN 9781526207463
Years of work have gone into these three volumes since the
formation of the Hallaton in the Great War Research Group
in September 2012, alongside an award-winning exhibition Tales of the Unexpected in Hallaton Museum in 2016. Their
primary focus is the lives of the 224 men and women
associated with the village who served in some capacity
during the war - in the Baltic, Russia and Afghanistan,
Africa, Chile and the Falkland Islands as well as more
familiar theatres of war. Their stories are told often in
impressive detail that places them firmly in their wider
social and military context. These are illustrated with high
quality maps, documents and photographs, including those
of the individuals and families themselves. Overall they
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present what the authors rightly describe as ‘a complex
picture of society’, before, during and after the Great War.
The final volume includes a history of the village itself on
the eve of war, during the conflict, and in the post-war
period, covering every aspect of life from agriculture,
farming and employment, to education, religion, sport and
entertainment. There are very entertaining accounts of the
Coronation celebrations in 1902 and 1911, for example: the
former featuring a pig hunt and a ‘saddle and cigar’ race.
More directly related to the war itself, there are chapters on
the history of Hallaton’s war memorials; the four families of
Belgian refugees who found refuge in the village; and the
tribunals that heard applications to be excused military
service on grounds of conscience, hardship or existing work
of national importance - in which discussions about the
national importance or otherwise of hunting often featured in
relation to the people needed to ensure it continued. The
Appendices feature a facsimile of the notebook kept by
Calverley George Bewicke during his officer training in
1914-15, along with useful timelines, a chronology of the
Western Front, a bibliography, and a brief but valuable
account of the methodology and sources used for the
biographies. It is impossible to do justice to a work of such
magnitude in a brief review here, but perhaps permissible to
borrow Robin Jenkins’ tribute in his Introduction to ‘the
diligence, scholarship, and community spirit which so
evidently characterise this study’.
Cynthia Brown
NOT FORGOTTEN: FIRST WORLD WAR FALLEN
REMEMBERED IN FOUR WEST LEICESTERSHIRE
VILLAGES (BARLESTONE, BOTCHESTON,
DESFORD AND NEWBOLD VERDON)
Newbold Verdon & District and Desford & District History
Groups
The Authors, 2018, 97pp, illus., £6
Members of the Newbold Verdon and District and Desford
and District History Groups are to be congratulated on
compiling and publishing this volume. It covers the lives and
First World War deaths of 45 men from Barlestone,
Botcheston, Desford and Newbold Verdon. Village war
memorials ensured that the men were not forgotten while
there were people alive who remembered them. The
researchers have now provided the full names, units, brief
biographies and, in many cases, photographs of the fallen,
ensuring that they will not be forgotten by later generations.
Colour-coded edges make it easy to find the sections relating
to each village. Each section begins with a pen picture of
that village in the first two decades of the twentieth century,
accompanied by old photographs and followed by a fullpage sketch of the village war memorial. The format
allocates one or two pages to each casualty, in most cases a
one-page biography with a facing page about the overseas
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cemetery or memorial where they are commemorated. The
brief biographies tell us about each man’s parents and
family, where he was born or grew up and his occupation
before the war, gleaned from sources including census
returns and newspaper obituaries. Appeals by the researchers
for relatives to come forward have produced photographs of
some of the men and of other keepsakes, such as their letters
home. It is poignant to note that six of the 45 men included
in this book died during the last two months of the war, with
a further two dying of wounds in early 1919. This is an
excellent example of community research. Hopefully those
who compiled this book will now want to research other
aspects of these villages’ histories.
Pam Fisher

KNIGHTON REMEMBERS WORLD WAR I:
INVESTIGATING STORIES OF THE MEN ON
KNIGHTON’S WAR MEMORIAL
Knighton WWI Working Party
The Authors, 2018, 87pp, illus., ISBN 9781910181638, £5
KNIGHTON REMEMBERS WORLD WAR I: TWO
CIRCULAR WALKS VISITING THE HOME OF
SOME OF THOSE WHO DIED AS A RESULT OF
WORLD WAR I
Knighton WWI Working Party, 4pp including maps
Seventy men from Knighton and
its
neighbourhood
are
commemorated on the World
War I memorial tablet in St
Mary Magdalen church, but little
was known about them until a
working party was formed to
research the history behind their
names. The result is this
beautifully illustrated, absorbing
and often moving book,
compiled by members of St Mary’s and St Guthlac’s
churches and other local people with specialist knowledge
and skills. It covers not only the men’s wartime service but
details of their families where known, their occupations, and
their home addresses – the latter also enabling a separate
leaflet to be produced with two circular trails around some
of their former homes. In addition to records of war service
and honours, regimental diaries and Commonwealth War
Graves, the entries are based on a variety of documentary
and online sources, including street directories, electoral
rolls, OS maps, house sale particulars and school magazines.
The introduction gives a very useful overview of Knighton
in the early twentieth century, and its war dead, the youngest
of them only 19. The names represent a broad cross-section
of Knighton society, from working men like Sydney Phipps,
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living in small terraced houses, to wealthy families like the
hosiery manufacturer Francis Strange Brice and his wife
Margaret, whose gardens at Middlemead in Stoughton Drive
South employed 10 gardeners. Henry Copeland Brice, their
only son, died of wounds in France in June 1915 at the age
of 21. The Brice Memorial Hall on Queens Road was
erected in his memory in 1921, and his parents also donated
£2000 to the new University College Leicester in his name.
The most unusual entry must be that for John William Wren,
a Master Mariner of Knighton Church Road, who died at
home in 1919 at the age of 63 and is buried in Welford Road
Cemetery. The book also lists the Knighton war dead whose
names are not recorded on the plaque in St Mary’s:
Nonconformists commemorated on the Clarendon Park
Congregational Church memorial, for instance; on the
Wyggeston and Stoneygate Schools memorials; and in the
Great War Roll of Honour for Leicestershire and Rutland
compiled by Michael Doyle in 2009. These are not
researched in the same detail, but include the one female war
casualty identified by the working party, Florence Flint,
known by her second name of Doreen. The daughter of
Samuel Flint JP and Lillah, she served as a VAD nurse and
died in July 1918 at the age of 23. They complete an
absorbing and very comprehensive record which illustrates
not only the lives of those it commemorates, but the ‘long
and painful legacy’ left by their deaths for their families and
the wider Knighton community.
Cynthia Brown

MOUNTSORREL IN THE GREAT WAR: A VIEW OF
THE VILLAGE AND PEOPLE 1914 - 1919
Mountsorrel Heritage Group
The Authors, 2018, 269pp, illus., ISBN 9781910181607, £12
This is a well researched book based on a wide variety of
sources, particularly those relating to the military. It is also
well illustrated with various documents and some truly
amazing photographs of village scenes, servicemen, nurses,
family photographs and many others. There are 14 chapters,
the first one beginning with a review of the village at the
time of the war. This is supported by a timeline from 1914 to
1919 which draws parallels between Mountsorrel,
international and national news, and the Leicestershire
Regiment. Other chapters focus on Belgian refugees,
Conscientious Objectors, Prisoners of War, women in the
Voluntary Aid Detachment, the Mountsorrel Territorials and
the Yeomanry, and the village war dead and remembrance.
Another chapter which is particular to Mountsorrel covers
the role the local quarrymen played in the War, and how
their departure to serve impacted on the villagers and the
quarry industry itself. There is much information here that
would be potentially useful for the family historian,
including photographs, biographical information and the

location of memorials and graves. It will also be of
particular interest to the military historian, with a
considerable amount of space being given to the wider
military background history and the build up to war. The
Mountsorrel Heritage Group should be congratulated for
their dedication, enthusiasm and diligence in researching and
writing a book that not only does credit to their skills, but to
the people of Mountsorrel itself during the war.
Shirley Aucott

SONGSTER: LOUGHBOROUGH’S OWN WAR
HORSE
Alison Mott
Loughborough Carillon Museum, 2019
This book tells the story of Songster, a local horse who
served with the Leicestershire Yeomanry in World War I.
Alongside the story of Songster is that of Loughborough
soldier Albert (Bert) Main, who lived on Paget Street and
looked after Songster during the war. It begins with a simple
explanation of why Britain went to war and why the horses
were needed. It goes on to describe the life of an army horse,
and the life Albert would have led as a soldier, giving a
sense of the day to day life of a horse and soldier in the
Yeomanry in World War I. As well as the horrors of war, the
book describes the quirky character of Songster, who was
‘stubborn and intelligent’, the bond between horse and rider,
and activities away from the front. The book tells how horse
and soldier were separated and then re-united, ending with a
description of Songster’s retirement from the army and his
life on the farm in Woodhouse. There is a small section on
the Leicestershire Yeomanry, and where to find more
information about its role in World War I. The illustrations
are clear, and beautifully complement the narrative. The
story is told in a very simple way and although it is intended
for a young audience, I thoroughly enjoyed this
extraordinary story, which would also serve as a very good
introduction to the history of World War I. It is all the more
poignant as it is the true story of a local horse and soldier,
and the bond that they formed - which mirrors that of the
famous but fictional Warhorse story of Joey and Albert.
Lois Edwards

THE WAR AND ST MARTIN’S: TEN SOLDIERS
WHO DIED, FIVE MEN WHO SURVIVED AND FIVE
WOMEN WHO SERVED AS NURSES
Elizabeth Amias
Leicester Cathedral, 2018, 34pp, illus.
This publication is part of extensive research conducted
since 2014 by the author, the Honorary Archivist at
Leicester Cathedral, into the impact of the First World War
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on the community of the then parish church of St Martin in
Leicester. Among those who died was Captain Everard
Harrison, youngest son of the local architect and surveyor,
Stockdale Harrison and his wife Marianne. He qualified as a
doctor and worked at the Knighton House VAD hospital in
Leicester, then later joined the Royal Army Medical Corps
(RAMC) and was killed in action in France in 1917. Nurse
Lily Peake was born in Leicester in 1891. Her father
William was a doctor, and her mother Alice later became a
suffragette. Lily worked in the early years of the war in the
Public Health department of Devon County Council before
becoming a dispenser at Falmouth Military Hospital. In
1918 she was accepted into the Women’s Royal Naval
Service, despite being described during her officer training
as ‘too self-assertive, and not a lady’. These and the other
biographies in the booklet are based on a variety of sources,
including Census returns, military service records, wills and
probate, regimental diaries and newspaper reports. They are
a particularly rich source for family historians, but there is
also an interesting reflection in the Introduction by the
Cathedral’s Canon Preceptor, Rev Canon Dr Johannes
Arens, on the ‘ambiguous’ role of the Church during the
war. This ranged from ‘jingoistic rhetoric’ and the ‘shaming
of people into financial giving and volunteering’, to care for
Belgian refugees and ‘vital support for Prisoners of War’.
Cynthia Brown

WORLD WAR I: MARKET HARBOROUGH, GREAT
BOWDEN AND LITTLE BOWDEN BY STREET
Pat Perkins
The Author, 2018, 282pp, illus., ISBN 9780464956259, £15
Five years of very detailed research have gone into this
publication, which provides a street by street record of those
people from Market Harborough town and Rural District
who took part in World War I, as listed on the Cottage
Hospital memorial in Coventry Road. Much of the
information has been drawn from online sources such as
family history sites, that of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, and editions of the Market Harborough
Advertiser and Midland Mail in the British Newspaper
Archive. Others have involved documentary research in the
Harborough Museum archive, and the collection of family
stories from relatives. Each entry, in tabular form, gives the
full name of the soldier, the unit(s) in which they served, and
additional information such as the theatre of war, their date
of death, burial and/or memorial, where applicable, and
cause of death where known. An alphabetical list of names
related to specific streets is also included. The lists alone
will be a very useful source for family historians, but brief
biographies, often in the form of newspaper reports, are also
included where available, many with a photograph of the
individual or a location associated with them. Pat Perkins is
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to be congratulated not only for her diligence in compiling
these records, but for the quality of the information that she
has been able to gather and the very accessible way in which
it is presented.
Cynthia Brown
WYGGESTON AND THE GREAT WAR: AN ACT OF
REMEMBRANCE AT WYGGESTON AND QUEEN
ELIZABETH I COLLEGE
Old Wyggestonian Association
The Authors, 2018, 10pp, illus.
This commemorative programme for an event marking the
centenary of the end of World War I includes much useful
information about the Wyggeston Boys School and the Old
Wyggestonians (202 boys and four masters) who lost their
lives in the conflict. It also includes a reproduction of the
fifth chapter of the Jubilee Book published in 1927, The
School and the Great War, with additional information from
the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland
and Commonwealth War Graves Commission Records. The
names, ranks, regiments, dates of death and places of burial
of all 206 Old Wyggestonians are given alongside their dates
of attendance at the school.
Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
A SECOND CHRISTMAS TRUCE? CHRISTMAS ON
THE WESTERN FRONT, 1915 (BASED IN PART ON
DIARIES AND LETTERS OF CAPTAIN CHARLES
AUBREY BABINGTON, 8TH LEICESTERS)
Karen Ette
The Author, 2018
WORLD WAR ONE SYSTON BOOK OF
REMEMBRANCE
Sue Blaxland
Published 2018 online at www.stpeterandstpaulsyston.org.uk
RELIGION AND CHURCHES
THE DIOCESE OF LEICESTER AND ITS BISHOPS
600 AD TO 2016
D.E. Hewitt
The author, 2017, 102pp, illus., £11.60
Although many people have an inkling that there was an
Anglo-Saxon Diocese of Leicester, for most people the 1926
creation of the modern Diocese of Leicester is more familiar.
In fact there was a diocese of Leicester from around AD
600, but responsibility for Leicester moved to Dorchesteron-Thames as a result of Danish incursions in the later ninth
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century. The Bishop of Dorchester then transferred his see to
Lincoln in 1072, and Leicester was looked after as part of
the Diocese of Lincoln. The Diocese of Lincoln split in 1839
and Leicester was placed within the Diocese of
Peterborough until 1926. This book explains the overall
framework within which Leicestershire’s churches
functioned throughout this period of well over 1000 years,
and provides snapshot biographies of all the bishops and
senior clergy who were part of it - even though many of
them probably did not visit Leicester. Among the AngloSaxon bishops with responsibility for Leicester were
Torthelm, who corresponded with St Boniface about the
status of Leicester; and St Wilfred (633-709) who attended
the Synod of Whitby. There were also some notable post1066 Bishops of Lincoln including St Hugh of Avalon and
Thomas Wolsey. St Hugh of Avalon (or Lincoln), one of the
few well-known English Saints of mediaeval times, presided
as Bishop of Lincoln 1186-1200. He is represented by one of
the statues in the Vaughan Porch at Leicester Cathedral.
Thomas Wolsey was Bishop of Lincoln for a few months
only in 1514, before his notorious career as Lord Chancellor,
and as Henry VIII’s negotiator with the Church regarding
the King’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Stow Park, a
bishop’s residence near Lincoln, reminds us of the hunting
parks which were often attached to bishops’ residences, and
how bishops themselves were part of aristocratic pursuits
such as deer hunting. Also noteworthy is Robert de Chesney,
who appointed Thomas Beckett to be a prebend at
Canterbury, and attempted a compromise between Beckett
and King Henry. Robert Grosseteste, one of the few born of
humble parents, became Archdeacon of Leicester before
being consecrated Bishop of Lincoln, and taught theology at
Oxford. He also has a statue in the Vaughan Porch at
Leicester cathedral. Henry Holbeach from the Reformation
period is thought to have been the first bishop to be married.
There is naturally more information about bishops of the
modern Diocese of Leicester after 1926, culminating with
Martyn Snow who was consecrated in 2013 as the youngest
bishop in the Church of England. This is a most useful
reference book for anyone interested in the history of
Leicester and Leicestershire.
Yolanda Courtney

GOOD NEWS FOR THE EAST MIDLANDS - AN
ACCOUNT OF THE BACKGROUND TO, AND THE
STORY OF, THE DIOCESE OF NOTTINGHAM
Anthony Dolan
Toucan Books, 2018, 367pp, illus., ISBN 9781907516443, £20
This book covers a very long time-span, starting in the
fourth century AD when, ‘through a mist of uncertainty’,
Lincoln emerged as the earliest known centre in the present
Diocese of Nottingham (which was founded in 1850). The

introduction outlines the progress of the Church from that
point onwards to the Reformation, and focuses thereafter on
Catholic Christianity and its survival through periods of
persecution. In doing so it makes an important distinction
between the higher clergy who repudiated the authority of
the Holy See, and the ‘common people’ who remained
Catholic, attending Mass said by Catholic priests and
receiving the Sacraments. A section on the Bishops of
Nottingham begins with that of William Bernard Ullathorpe,
not a Bishop as such but Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese for its first nine months. Other biographies reflect
the initiatives introduced by individual bishops: The greater
part of the book consists of histories of individual churches
in the Diocese, arranged alphabetically following an account
of the Cathedral of St Barnabus in Nottingham and its
convents. These entries demonstrate the great variety of their
origins, as well as illustrating a wide range of architectural
styles and internal decoration, and the different ways in
which land was acquired and funds raised for them to be
built. Among the concluding chapters of the book there are
sections on the many religious congregations in the Diocese,
and on Saints and other holy people associated with it, and
an alphabetical list of churches, chapels-of-ease and Mass
centres. This publication will be an excellent resource for
family historians whose ancestors were baptised, married or
worshipped at a particular church, as well as providing a
comprehensive and very informative account of the history
of the Diocese itself.
Cynthia Brown

LEICESTER: THE METROPOLIS OF DISSENT BY
1848? - GROWTH AND IMPACT OF THEIR EARLY
NONCONFORMIST CHURCHES
Keith Hanley
Reprint, 2018, 82pp, illus, £10
Keith Hanley researched and wrote this book as a
dissertation for the Master’s degree in English Local History
and Family History awarded to him in 2017 by the
University of Leicester. It uses church records,
autobiographies and biographies, newspapers and the 1851
Census of Religious Worship to explore the accuracy of the
description by one of Leicester’s MPs in 1848 of Leicester
as the ‘Metropolis of Dissent’. It begins with an overview of
Dissent and Nonconformity in the mid-nineteenth century, at
a time when hosiery manufacture was still the town’s only
substantial industry. Low wages and other grievances played
a part in the increase in Dissenting and Nonconformist
places of worship between 1787 and 1848, as they did in the
growth of the Chartist movement in the town. The latter is
considered in some detail, in particular the role of Thomas
Cooper and his mission to become ‘a champion of the poor’.
The influence of a number of ‘outstanding individuals’ is
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also analysed, including Robert Hall, minister at Harvey
Lane Baptist Church from 1808-26 and his successor, James
Phillippo Mursell; Edward Miall of Bond Street
Congregational Church, a leading campaigner against
church rates; and Joseph Winks, a prolific publisher of
religious magazines as well as unpaid minister of the Carley
Street General Baptist Church from 1843. After examining a
wide range of evidence the author concludes that it would be
more accurate to describe Leicester as a ‘Metropolis of
Dissent’ rather than claiming the unique status attributed to
it in 1848.
Cynthia Brown
THE TOMB OF RICHARD III:
FABRICATION AND SYMBOLISM
Leicester Cathedral/James McCosh
Leicester Cathedral, 2017, 8pp, illus., £1

DESIGN,

This short leaflet gives an overview of the design process for
the reordering of the Cathedral for the re-interment of
Richard III in 2015. It goes on to identify the native stones
used for the ambulatory and sanctuary floors as well as the
tomb itself. The symbolism of the tomb is explained in some
detail, and it concludes with brief biographies of the
craftsmen involved in the fabrication.
Cynthia Brown

Pam Fisher
SPORT AND LEISURE

DONINGTON PARK: THE PIONEERS - A TRIBUTE
TO THOSE WHO CREATED BRITAIN’S FIRST
PERMANENT ROAD RACING CIRCUIT… AND TO
THOSE WHO SAVED IT
John Bailie
Silverfox Creative, 2018, 347pp, illus., ISBN
9781527229976, £85
This large and heavy volume is attractively designed,
beautifully produced and crammed with high-quality
photographs. Many pages of well-researched text lie
sandwiched between its 514 images. The book is well
written for a general audience, but it also contains the detail
that would interest an enthusiast. The text provides an
account of the history of the park and hall as an introduction
to the real objective. This is to tell the fascinating story of
the track, the races and especially the people: those who
created ‘Britain’s first permanent road racing circuit’ in
1931, and those who extended, upgraded and in due course
‘saved’ the circuit. The illustrations include images of races,
letters, programmes and sundry ephemera, inserted at natural
breaks in the text, which includes the memories of many
who were at Donington at key moments. These include the
recollections of ‘Titch’ Allen (Charles Edmund Allen OBE
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BEM), who as a 16 year old cub reporter was an observer at
one of the first meetings held to discuss establishing a race
circuit; Bill Boddy, the motor-racing journalist and founding
editor of Motor Sport magazine; Bob Ellis, a captain in the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps responsible for the army’s
vehicle depot at Donington from 1954 to 1956; and many
drivers, groundsmen, spectators and others with a
connection to the track. A large part of the book is devoted
to the ‘glory days’ of the 1930s. The political tensions
before the 1938 Grand Prix resulted in the German teams
arriving and leaving three times in all, being recalled to
Donington through phone calls to police stations along their
route home, and by messages displayed on boards at
roadside telephone boxes. The Munich Agreement enabled
the rescheduled race to take place, and it proved to be ‘the
greatest British race ever held’. The book continues with the
site’s requisition during the Second World War, when the
park became an army vehicle depot; the attempts to reclaim
the track and reintroduce racing after the war; and the track’s
rebirth from 1977 through the vision of Tom Wheatcroft who as a 13 year old in 1935 had crawled through a hedge to
watch the first Donington Grand Prix. The book is
completed with the authoritative story of Kevin
Wheatcroft’s successful efforts to resurrect the circuit from
2010. For any motorsport enthusiast this would be a volume
to treasure.

Other recent publications
CAN’T BUY THAT FEELING: INSIDE LEICESTER
CITY – THE BEST OF THE FOX INTERVIEWS
Gary Silke and Simon Kimber
Conker Editions, 2018
IN THE WAKE OF MERCEDES GLEITZE: OPEN
WATER SWIMMING PIONEER
Doloranda Pember
The History Press, 2019
PEARSON’S CANAL COMPANION: LEICESTER LINE
AND RIVER NENE
Michael Pearson
Waygoose, 2018
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Publications for sale
Leicester Abbey: medieval history, archaeology and manuscript studies
Ed by Joanna Story, Jill Bourne and Richard Buckley
Leicester Abbey was founded in 1138 and became one of the most important Augustinian
monasteries in medieval England. But it is one of the least known of the Midland
monasteries because of the almost total destruction of its buildings and archives after its
Dissolution in 1538. This is the first volume on Leicester Abbey for more than 50 years,
produced to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Leicestershire Archaeological and
Historical Society.
The book presents eleven papers by leading scholars and local historians on the social,
political and landscape history of the abbey as well as its archaeology, manuscripts,
charters, urban rentals and library. Newly discovered charters are published here for the
first time, as well as accounts of recent excavations in the abbey and gatehouse that
formed the core of the post-Dissolution mansion known as Cavendish House.
2006 Hardback with dust jacket 314 pages Illustrations: many, some colour
ISBN 0954238818 Price: £25 (plus £5 post and packing in the UK)
Parish Government in a Leicestershire
Village: The Buckminster Town Book
1665-1767 and Constable’s Book 17531813
Ed by Alan Fox

The first in a County Records series for
Leicestershire.
2015 Hardback xxvi + 228 pages ISBN
9780954238841 Price: £15 (plus £3
postage and packing in the UK)

Nichols’ History of Leicestershire: a bi-centenary celebration 2015
Caroline Wessel, with chapters by Julian Pooley and Robin Jenkins
There is every very good reason to
celebrate the bi-centenary of John
Nichols’ remarkable History of
Leicestershire (1795-1815); for its
eight volumes of detailed and
fascinating information have captivated
historians of every type for two
centuries. This publication explores the
remarkable
lives,
talents
and
achievements of three generations of
the Nichols family and the literary and
antiquarian world of London and Leicestershire that they inhabited. Focussing on
the extraordinary, extensive and varied contents of Nichols’ History, a veritable
treasure trove of information is uncovered. The book also utilises the Nichols
Archive Project’s huge collection of letters and journals to shed light upon late
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century life. The ’User’s Guide’ and ‘Who’s Who’
chapters are invaluable tools for the Nichols reader, whilst the contributions from
present-day Leicestershire people with specialist expertise bring John Nichols’
concept of enlisting the local populace right up to date.
2015 Paperback 82 pages. Illustrations: many in colour. ISBN 9780954238834
Price: £9.95 (plus £1.80 postage and packing in the UK)

The Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
1855-2005
Robert A. Rutland

Bringing them to their knees: church-building and
restoration in Leicestershire and Rutland 1800-1914
Geoffrey K. Brandwood

Produced to mark the 150th anniversary of the Society, this
volume chronicles the Society since its foundation. It also tells a
great deal about the movements in the intellectual and social
history of Leicestershire.

Contains an extensive gazetteer of all churches in the
region which had work carried out to them in the period
1800-1914.

2006 Paperback 227 pages 77 Illustrations ISBN 0954238826,
9780954238827
Price: Members £12, Non-members £18 (plus £3 post and
packing in the UK)

2002 Paperback 154 pages 53 illustrations ISBN
095423880X
Price: Members £12, Non-members £15 (plus £3 post and
packing in the UK)
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