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Editorial

A number of the articles in this year’s Leicestershire Historian reflect a growing interest in women’s history, and
in the amount of research taking place into many aspects of the late nineteenth and the early twentieth
centuries. This has been particularly noticeable with 2018 being the centenary both of the first stage of women
getting the vote, and of the Armistice of the First World War.

The well-known activist Lilian Lenton and her contemporary Dorothea Taylor were two Leicestershire women who
were closely connected with the women’s suffrage movement before the war. Jess Jenkins helps to provide
recognition for some of the less well-known non-militant actions of some of the suffragettes and other women
who served abroad with the Scottish Women’s Hospitals set up by suffragette Elsie Inglis, as both Lilian Lenton
and Dorothea Taylor did. The theme of the contribution made by women to the war is continued by John Martin
and Robert King who firstly examine the effects of the war on the role, status and standing of Hinckley’s
influential women, and secondly consider the effects of the war on working class women in the workplace.

Cynthia Brown provides an intriguing account of an exceptional event that took place in 1910 when Leicester
played host to the first ‘Homecoming’ to be held in Britain. Attracting around 300 of Leicester’s ‘wandering sons
and daughters’ who had migrated across the world, the organisers welcomed the visitors and put on tours of the
tramway system, visits to local factories and a trip to Charnwood Forest, with the event being seen by the town’s
leaders as an opportunity to promote Leicester to a wider world.

The discovery of a very early First World War recruiting song and accompanying piano music ambiguously entitled
The Allies’ Song – Germany Called the Tune, led Mark Gamble to research its origins and connections with
Leicester, and in doing so provides an interesting insight into Liberal political activism in the years leading up to
the outbreak of war, and during the war.

On the home front, Derek Seaton focuses on the work of Alderman Sir Jonathan North who as Mayor of
Leicester between 1914-1918 played a pivotal role in providing leadership and direction to the town. Also
recognised are the wartime achievements of the Lady Mayoress, Kate Elizabeth North who became known as
“Leicester’s Florence Nightingale”.

A large quantity of previously undiscovered papers connected with the Leicestershire Beaumanor estate led
Caroline Wessel on an absorbing journey, through the darker wartime years and out into the lighter more
frivolous 1920s. Particularly interesting is the analysis of the Beaumanor Visitor’s Book - a veritable who’s who of
the period. The end result is a captivating new book entitled Beaumanor War and Peace.

It is fifty years since the Civil Defence Corps was stood down. The organisation was set up shortly after 1945 in
response to the threat of nuclear war to Britain. Jed Jeggard writes about the organisation’s foundation and
operation in strategically vulnerable Leicester and Leicestershire, with a chilling look at plans for the defence and
protection of the civilian population.

In the second and concluding part of her groundbreaking research into working class mothers and the birth
control movement, Shirley Aucott looks at the controversies surrounding this from the 1930s through to the
early 1950s, and follows the ways in which the lives of working class and other women were changed as access to
birth control advice became gradually more available

In the hundred years leading up to the end of the nineteenth century, the tremendous expansion of locally
published books, directories and newspapers was particularly notable in Leicestershire and is explored in detail by
J. D. Bennett.

Two hundred years ago the East Midlands was at the forefront of the rapid growth of a new religious movement.
Alan Betteridge traces the fascinating development of Primitive Methodism in Leicestershire and Rutland,
bringing its early years to life through the movement’s open air meetings, charismatic preachers and
characteristic street singing which earned them the nickname ‘the Ranters’.

The discovery of an early medieval floor tile from Garendon Abbey in Leicestershire Museums Collections led
Andy Kirkland to explore its origins, and the wider geographical context for this and similarly designed examples
from Leicestershire.

The wealth and variety of material published about Leicester and Leicestershire is once again reflected in this
year’s Recent Publications section. My thanks to Cynthia Brown and her team of reviewers for this extremely
useful and invaluable section of the Leicestershire Historian. My thanks also to the staff at the Record Office
for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland for all their help and support, and for allowing the reproduction of
images.

The Leicestershire Historian aims to promote the study of the county’s history by providing a platform for
established and new authors, and through encouraging the pursuit of research and project work. It also aims to
publicise the work of local groups and organisations, and seeks to raise awareness of research sources.
Contributions for future editions are welcome from individuals, local groups, museums and other organisations and
should be sent to the Editor for consideration. Articles can be short items or longer in-depth pieces, and can be
submitted at any time. If you would like to discuss an idea in advance, please contact the Editor.
Joyce Lee, Editor.

Email:editorhistorian@lahs.org.uk
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‘Go home and sit still’ - Elsie Inglis and the
Scottish Women’s Hospitals
Jess Jenkins
n 15th February 1918, the Leicester Pioneer carried
an article from the Leicester and Leicestershire
Women’s Suffrage Society which noted with
understandable pride, the final passing of the Act conferring
the parliamentary franchise upon women. The author briefly
traced the history of the local organisation, so frequently
overshadowed by its more militant and vociferous sisters,
from its foundation in 1887 after a meeting in Leicester
addressed by Millicent Fawcett, to endeavours during the
then current war.

O

With the recent unveiling of a statue of Millicent Fawcett,
President of the N.U.W.S.S., in Parliament Square in April
2018, it seems that our debt to the law-abiding suffragists
who campaigned tirelessly for votes for women from 1866
onwards is finally being acknowledged. The destructive
policies of the militant suffragettes have understandably
claimed more attention in the popular imagination, but it is
unfair that so often the success of the campaign is attributed
solely to the activities of Emmeline Pankhurst and her
adulatory followers, whilst other equally important
organisations are largely overlooked. On the outbreak of
war, the policies of Millicent Fawcett and Emmeline
Pankhurst once more diverged. Whilst Emmeline suspended
all acts of militancy and threw herself into recruiting young
men for the army, Millicent as ever, was more reflective. In
August 1914, she too suspended her campaign, telling her
followers:
Women, your country needs you. As long as there
was any hope of peace, most members of the
National Union probably sought for peace and
endeavoured to support those who were trying to
maintain it. But we have another duty now… Let us
show ourselves worthy of citizenship, whether our
claim to it be recognised or not.

Leicester Suffragettes with banner on Bowling Green Street,
Leicester. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office
for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, LCC. ID. No.
GP1024.)

Indeed, since the story of the work of the Society was ‘too
long for recapitulation’, the writer sought instead to dwell
upon the patriotic activities – especially relief work,
undertaken by members since the outbreak of war. Chief
amongst these was cited the organisation under different
branches of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage
Societies [N.U.W.S.S.] of hospital units, staffed entirely by
women doctors and nurses, who had been sent out to work in
allied countries. The Leicester and Leicestershire Society
was proud to have held a public meeting the previous June,
presided over by the Mayor, to publicise the work of such
hospitals. As a result, the Leicester Alexandra Committee
had permitted a share of proceedings from a Flag Day to be
contributed to the hospitals and a ‘substantial sum’ had been
raised.

An appeal for help
for Serbia, the
Leicester Pioneer,
7th May 1915.
(Reproduced by
permission of the
Record Office for
Leicestershire,
Leicester
and
Rutland.)
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One suffragist in distant Scotland already had a scheme of
her own in mind. Dr Elsie Inglis (1864-1917) had fought
hard to overcome male prejudice in the medical profession.
By August 1914, she shared a flourishing medical practice in
Edinburgh and was lecturing at the local Medical School for
Women, dividing the rest of her time between her Maternity
Hospice and suffrage activities. She had also found time to
form a V.A.D. (Voluntary Aid Detachment) unit of which
she was Commandant. On the outbreak of war, she
contacted the local Scottish Suffragist Offices suggesting
that a fund should be launched for the equipping of a field
hospital staffed entirely by women,
which could be offered to the War
Office for service in any theatre of
war. Meeting a favourable response,
she travelled to London to put the
proposition to the N.U.W.S.S. and
the War Office in September. Whilst
her suffrage colleagues were easily
persuaded, she had less success at the
War Office, eventually encountering
a no-doubt harassed official who
dismissed the generous offer with the
now famous instruction: ‘My good
lady, go home and sit still’.

that, however many hospitals we send out, they all
shall be run on the same lines and wherever
people see the Union Jack with the red, white and
green flag below it [N.U.W.S.S. colours], they’ll
know it means efficiency and kindness and
intelligence.
She added confidentially that she would have preferred the
title ‘British Women’s Hospitals for Foreign Service’ but
saw the good sense of compromise at this juncture. So too
apparently did the London committee, for on 15th October
the N.U.W.S.S. adopted the plan and commenced organising
a campaign for raising funds for the
new hospital unit.

The results of the ensuing efforts
surpassed everyone’s wildest dreams.
Elsie Inglis’ modest objective of
raising £50,000 which had initially
astonished her supporters, was swiftly
reached and passed. By the end of the
war, voluntary contributions from
suffrage societies like that in
Leicestershire, as well as from as far
afield as America and India, had
raised nearly half a million pounds,
helping to fund fourteen fully
equipped field hospitals which had
served with distinction in Belgium,
France, Serbia, Romania, Russia and
Corsica. Such units had not only
brought together women from all over
Britain but also Australia, New
Dr Elsie Inglis in the uniform of the Scottish Zealand and India.

Dr Inglis was not one to sit still. In
Edinburgh once more, she resolved to
offer her hospital to other Allied
nations. On 20th August, Dr Inglis
delivered letters to the Ambassadors
of Belgium, France and Russia
offering to provide a hospital for use
‘at the seat of war’. These nations, Women’s Hospitals. (From Dr Elsie Inglis, by
struggling often without trained Frances Balfour, published Hodder & The first S.W.H. French unit was
Stoughton, 1918.)
nurses and proper nursing facilities,
established in December 1914 at
were only too keen to accept the proposition. The Edinburgh
Royaumont, a thirteenth century abbey, in the valley of the
Suffrage Offices, now no longer required for the suffrage
Oise, twenty-five miles from Paris. It says much about the
campaign, swiftly transformed themselves into the new
endeavour that the women named their wards after Blanche
headquarters of ‘The Scottish Women’s Hospitals’ (S.W.H.).
of Castille, the founder of the Abbey, Queen Margaret of
To Millicent Fawcett, Dr Inglis wrote reassuringly that
Scotland, Joan of Arc and Millicent Fawcett. The clerk of
although the local group insisted on the inclusion of the
the hospital was the well-known novelist and playwright,
word ‘Scottish’ in the title, the N.U.W.S.S. would be at the
Cicely Hamilton, who had been a leading member of the
head of all the appeals, press notices and papers. Her vision
Women’s Freedom League, another influential suffrage
was hard to resist:
organisation which has since been forgotten. The success of
From the very beginning we must make it clear
that our hospitals are as well equipped and well
manned as any in the field, more economical
(easy!) and thoroughly efficient. I cannot think of
anything more calculated to bring home to men
the fact that women can help intelligently in any
kind of work. So much of our work is done where
they cannot see it. They’ll see every bit of it…
And as the work grows do let’s keep it together, so
4

the hospital quickly overcame prejudice against female
doctors and earned the admiration of the French authorities.
Later in May 1915, at the request of the French, a further
hospital under canvas, known as the Girton and Newnham
Unit because it had been funded by members from those
Cambridge women’s Colleges, was established at Troyes.
Here, Edith Stoney, an associate of Newnham College,
Cambridge and lecturer in physics at London University set
up and ran an X-ray department which earned great renown.
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When in the autumn of 1915 the French authorities ordered
the unit to Serbia, Miss Stoney went with it, first equipping
herself with a portable generator at her own expense since
the Committee refused to sanction the purchase. Her efforts
were to be more than justified since she went on to light
successive hospitals besides running an X-ray department
used by British and French doctors from the surrounding
area.

of the censors. In the weeks of horror which ensued, a nurse
and an orderly would die from typhus as well as a local
doctor Elizabeth Ross from Glasgow who was also working
in Kragujevac. However, at the end of January when a
telegram from the Serbian government was published in the
British press requesting ‘more women physicians to be sent’
at Serbian expense, it seemed that Dr Inglis’s faith in her
women medical teams had already been vindicated.

Nowhere is the tale of the S.W.H. units more compelling
than in the troubled country of Serbia. This was a country
already exhausted after two successive wars with its
neighbours which left its economy shattered, and agriculture
in devastation. When Austria invaded on 12th August 1914,
the Serbs surprised all by their spirited defence, forcing an
undignified retreat. When the
Austrians renewed the assault once
more in September, they reached
Belgrade but were once more
repelled by the Serbs, now equipped
with fresh supplies of ammunition
by the French. By 14th December,
the only Austrians in Serbia were
70,000 prisoners of war. Serbia’s
medical services - or what survived
of them, were poorly equipped to
deal with the wounded, let alone the
problems resulting from a bitter
winter and a typhus epidemic.

A second Serbian unit under Dr Alice Hutchinson sailed
from Cardiff on 21st April and had the highly gratifying
experience of being commandeered to help treat the
wounded from the Dardanelles. ‘Who would have thought
that the War Office would have requisitioned women
doctors?’ wrote one of the unit’s members in some glee.
After two weeks, the unit left Malta
with a glowing testimonial from
Lord Methuen, the Governor of
Malta. The unit eventually
established a hospital at Valjevo
eighty miles from Belgrade in early
June. Meanwhile in May, when Dr
Soltau had fallen ill with diphtheria,
Dr Inglis travelled out to take over
as general supervisor of all the
Scottish Women’s Hospitals in
Serbia. It was to be the start of a
love affair between her and the
Serbs which was to last until the end
of her life. But it was not only the
Foreign missions had been swift to
Serbs who were impressed. Colonel
offer help and amongst the first
Hunter, the officer in charge of the
independent hospital units to arrive
R.A.M.C. (Royal Army Medical
was that of Lady Paget, the wife of Map of Serbia 1914. (From The History of the Corps) unit sent out by the War
an English diplomat, who had Great European War, by W Stanley Knight, vol. Office to combat the typhus
nursed there during the previous VIII, c1918.)
epidemic, summed up the opinion of
Balkan wars. Amongst those nurses who volunteered to help
many as to the character of Dr Inglis: ‘It was my privilege
Lady Paget was Flora Scott, a proprietor of a nursing home
and happiness to see much of her work in Serbia… I have
in Leicester, and two of her nurses. Their letters home,
never met with anyone who gave me so deep an impression
published in the local press, ensured that in Leicester at
of single mindedness, gentle heatedness, clear and
least, many were familiar with the plight of plucky Serbia
purposeful vision, wise judgement and absolutely fearless
and her people. Equally aware, Dr Inglis approached the
disposition… No more lovable personality than hers, or more
Serbian Embassy with the offer of medical support. Thus it
devoted and courageous body of women ever set out to help
was that the second S.W.H. unit sailed from Southampton in
effectively a people in dire distress than the S.W.H.’.
December, arriving in Kragujevac near Belgrade in January
1915 with all the necessary equipment and supplies for one
Whilst the work of Colonel Hunter, the S.W.H., the Red
hundred patients.
Cross and other relief organisations succeeded admirably in
controlling the typhus, there were soon to be other problems.
On arrival they were immediately faced with more than
In September, Germany signed a secret treaty with Serbia’s
twice this number of patients and the need increased rapidly.
neighbour Bulgaria, and it was agreed that German, Austrian
The medical officer in charge, Dr Eleanor Soltau,
and Bulgarian forces would attack Serbia with a force of
overwhelmed by the scale of the disaster, sent a telegram
over 400,000 men. Whilst the Allies in whom the Serbians
reporting ‘Dire necessity for fever nurses’ carefully using
had displayed a touching faith procrastinated, the enemy
the word ‘dire’ in a successful effort to evade the suspicions
attacked from all sides.
5
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On 24th September, Sir Edward Grey, Foreign Minister, had
pledged British assistance to Serbia ‘without qualifications
and without reserves’ but he subsequently claimed that he
intended this to be construed in a ‘political and not a military
sense’. Sadly, the Serbs took down the Allied flags they had
put up to welcome the expected Allied relief forces and
faced their worst fears. Amidst great confusion, the Serbian
government eventually called upon its army to leave the
country and face exile rather than surrender. Although the
Allies promised food, supplies and ships to evacuate the
troops to Corfu and Corsica, the army of some 200,000 had
first to trek over the mountains to the Albanian coast in a
state of starvation and exhaustion amidst freezing conditions.
The horror of the ‘Great Retreat’ through the most
inhospitable terrain was compounded by the involvement of
many young boys aged between twelve and sixteen, who
were too young for the army but judged old enough to
march. It was estimated that around 20,000, two thirds of
their number, perished on the march. Estimates of the loss of
life vary wildly but the disaster today is almost forgotten
outside Serbia.
Two of the S.W.H. units joined this trek and witnessed the
full horror of the retreat, losing one member when a car
plunged off a precipice. However, Dr Elsie Inglis, Dr
Hutchinson and most of their staff elected to stay and not
desert their patients. After a painful period as prisoners of
war of the Bulgarians and Germans, both groups were
eventually repatriated in February 1916.
Characteristically, Dr Inglis now threw herself into
organising a medical unit to support the Serbian Division
fighting on the Romanian Russian front. In just six weeks,
she succeeded in raising a hospital unit and transport section
staffed by eighty women, many of whom had served in
Serbia with her. The unit travelled out via Archangel through
Russia to Odessa and worked as a mobile unit on the front
at Dobrudja for fifteen months. Evelina Haverfield, a
former militant suffragette, served with her and left this
account of her work:‘It was perfectly incredible that one
human being could do the work she accomplished. Her
record piece of work perhaps was at Galatz, Rumania, at
the end of the retreat. There were masses and masses of
wounded, and she and her doctors and nurses performed
operations and dressings for fifty-eight hours out of sixtythree’. When challenged about the time she had spent
operating, Dr Inglis responded: ‘Well, it was all due to
Mrs Milne, the cook, who kept us supplied with hot soup’.
Meanwhile, S.W.H. units in Salonika and Corsica worked
amongst the refugees and tended the exhausted soldiers
who represented the remnant of the Serbian army. It was
not until September 1918, that the Serbian army supported
by French and British forces finally launched an attack
6

from Macedonia and fought its way back into their
homeland. The swift collapse of the Bulgarian forces led to
an armistice on 30th September but the two S.W.H. units –
the America Unit and the Elsie Inglis Unit - who now
followed the army were to encounter the familiar enemies of
disease and privation, compounded by the new horror of an
influenza epidemic.
Sadly, Elsie Inglis was not to witness the joy of the Serbian
homecoming. She died from cancer on 26th November 1917
only a day after returning with her unit from Russia.
Although she never received a decoration from her own
country, she would receive the highest honours from the
Serbian government and her name would live on in the Elsie
Inglis Memorial Hospital founded - after much wrangling in Belgrade in 1929 and the Elsie Inglis Memorial Maternity
Hospital in Edinburgh which had opened four years
previously. The latter survived until 1988. It is an interesting
reflection that the Serbian nation remembered Elsie and her
hospitals for somewhat longer than her fellow countrymen.
In 2015, a set of Serbian stamps entitled ‘British Heroines of
the First World War’ honoured Elsie Inglis, Evelina
Haverfield and Dr Elizabeth Ross along with two other
Doctors who served with the S.W.H. and Flora Sandes, a
former V.A.D., who fought with the army.
But what of the women who served with the S.W.H.? There
are a number of fascinating diaries and autobiographies
which graphically record the triumphs, the thrills, the joy of
the camaraderie as well as the appalling horrors. Today,
however, they are seldom recalled. In her account of the
S.W.H. in Serbia, the author Monica Krippner, summed up
the situation well: ‘Probably no group of women have given
so much of themselves, under such tremendous odds and
emerged so magnificently - and so unsung in their own
country’.

Lilian Lenton, recovering from her forced feeding, The
Suffragette, 7th February 1913.
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Although the local Leicester and Leicestershire suffrage
society undoubtedly supported the S.W.H. financially, it is
not known how many local women actually served in a
S.W.H. unit. Although there is no mention of local women
serving with the S.W.H. in the Leicestershire newspapers,
there may well have been several names amongst the list of
those who served whose local connection is not apparent.
We know of at least two Leicestershire women who were
involved in work abroad with the S.W.H. and yet did not
leave any documentary evidence.
Lilian Lenton (1891-1972), the Leicester-born suffragette is
today well known as the daring campaigner who declared
that she would burn two buildings every week until the
Government gave women the vote. In February 1913, she
briefly enjoyed national notoriety when a forcible feeding
session in Holloway Prison went horribly wrong and left her
close to death. In her later years she enjoyed regaling
interviewers with stories of her numerous escapes from the
police in various imaginative disguises. What is less well
known is that she served as an orderly with the S.W.H.
America Unit from April 1918 to June 1919, accompanying
the victorious Serbian army as they reclaimed their country.
Sadly, when years later she was interviewed by the BBC
about her exploits as a militant, no one thought to ask her
about her time in Serbia.
Another local woman about whom even less is known is Dr
Dorothea Taylor (1892-1979) who was also born in
Leicester. She was the daughter of the militant suffragette
Nellie Taylor, one time resident of Westerby House in
Smeeton Westerby, Leicestershire. With her mother she had
evaded the census in 1911 and it is clear that with the rest of
her family she fully supported the suffrage cause. Having
qualified as a Doctor in 1916, she served in Belgrade with
the S.W.H. Girton Newnham Unit from July 1919 to January
1920 but whilst she carefully preserved papers relating to
her family’s part in the struggle for women’s
suffrage, she left no record of her own activities. The
author would be delighted to hear of any other local
women who served with the S.W.H.

We owe Elsie Inglis and her staff, who showed themselves
so very worthy of citizenship, a considerable debt.

Dorothea Taylor (in white), with her Aunt Dr Wilks (seated),
another keen suffragist who was a leading member of the
Tax Resistance League, sister of Nellie Taylor and aunt of
Dorothea Taylor, from The Bennetts. A Leicestershire Family
History. (Reproduced by permission of Mrs Hilary Kirkland.)

Postscript:
It is very pleasing that Elsie Inglis was one of the fifty nine
men and women who supported the cause of women’s
suffrage, and whose portrait was chosen to adorn the plinth
of the new Millicent Fawcett statue in Parliament Square.
Further reading:
Lady Frances Balfour, Dr Elsie Inglis, (Hodder & Stoughton, 1918).
Monica Krippner, The Quality of Mercy: Women at War in Serbia,
(David & Charles, 1980).
Leah Leneman, In the Service of Life: The Story of Elsie Inglis and
the Scottish Women’s Hospitals, (Mercat Press, 1994).

During the present interest in women winning the
vote, it seems fitting to recall the example of the
S.W.H. as perhaps one of the best examples of the
achievements of women during the war. It cannot
have been far from Millicent Fawcett’s mind when
she addressed her jubilant followers at a thanksgiving
meeting on 6th February 1918:
We do not triumph over our opponents. It is
much better than that. But the great searchlight
of war showed things in their true light, and they
gave us our enfranchisement with open hands.

Captioned: ‘Aunt Lil’s 90th birthday gathering in her garden at
Haslemere.1951. Left to right – back: Hilda, Doro’ [Dorothea Taylor]
and Martin Taylor. Front - Rhoda, Aunt Lil [Dr Elizabeth Wilks], Mary
Stansfield.’ (Reproduced by permission of Mrs Hilary Kirkland.)

7
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Religious Revivalism in Leicestershire
200 Years Ago
Alan Betteridge
evivalism, or specifically Evangelical Christian
Revivalism, is a topic that creates widely varied
reactions. It is described as an upsurge of
enthusiastic and intense religious commitment among
numerous people over an area that takes place rapidly, and
then continues for months or even two or three years.
Though the energy may lessen, there are usually results in
individual lives and in religious communities that last for
decades, even generations. It has occurred especially among
Evangelical Christian churches. Here the characteristics
include a great sense of sin, leading to distress sometimes
expressed emotionally and physically, with weeping and
falling prostrate. This is followed by a greater sense of
forgiveness, liberty and joy. Although this is very individual,
it has also involved prolonged gatherings for prayer and
corporate worship. Two hundred years ago, this all happened
in the English Midlands, the people involved being called
“Primitive Methodists”.

R

Origins
The first leaders came from north Staffordshire. Hugh
Bourne (1772-1852) was not brought up as a Methodist, but
after reading John Wesley and others, he joined them in
1799. Nor was William Clowes (1780-1851) brought up as a
Methodist, but he was converted in 1805 at a noisy
Methodist prayer meeting at Burslem – though he was so
calm that some doubted the reality of his conversion. (1)
Early in 1800 Bourne was involved in a revival of religion
around Mow Cop, on the Cheshire border north of Stoke-onTrent. The next year he began preaching, drawing large
crowds. More outbreaks of revival in north Staffordshire in
1805 led to a desire to copy events in the USA that they had
read about. In the USA, Lorenzo Dow (c.1778-1834) and
others were holding “camp-meetings” where people camped
out for up to five days, with preaching three times each day.
These were interspersed with praying in groups, which could
happen all night. People could be found prostrate and in
tears, leading to exuberant joy. (2) The first Staffordshire
camp-meeting was for one day, Sunday 31st May 1807.
More took place over the summer, lasting Saturday into
Sunday, with tents, a camp fire at night and provisions for
those who had come from a distance. Bourne emphasised the
smaller prayer groups and the sharing of experiences, which
firmly established the new converts. (3)
But the 1807 Methodist Conference disapproved of these
events, which were outside of the control of ministers and
8

their circuits, even though they were run by Methodist
church members – and ‘disclaim[ed] any connection’
regarding them as ‘highly improper’. Nevertheless Bourne
carried on, eventually to be expelled from his Methodist
church in June 1808. Clowes was expelled in September
1810 for attending camp-meetings. Separate churches or
societies arose and under Bourne’s leadership, from
February 1812, they called themselves “Primitive
Methodists” - Methodists who emphasised open-air
preaching and conversions which they believed had been at
the heart of Methodism originally. (4)
The movement spread rapidly in the next four years. In 1814
they reached Belper in Derbyshire. Sometimes the meetings
continued late into the night because so many people wanted
prayer when the preaching had ended. Then they went home
singing in the streets, which earned them the nickname here
of “Ranters”, named after the exuberant Ranters of the midseventeenth century like Jacob Bothamley of Leicester. The
name not only stuck but spread wherever the movement
went. More recently in 1954, a farmer in Wymeswold told
me quite naturally about a disused red brick chapel of 1830
in London Lane which he said had belonged to the Ranters for him it had been their everyday name. The building once
used by Primitive Methodists in Mill Lane at Rearsby was
still called the “Ranters’ Chapel” in Nikolaus Pevsner’s
Buildings of Leicestershire and Rutland published in 1984.
In 1829 seven Primitive Methodist congregations in
Leicestershire were reported as “Ranters”. (5)

Bottesford Primitive Methodist Chapel (1820) and datestone.
(Photographs Margaret Betteridge.)
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In North-east Leicestershire & Rutland
In 1816 they extended preaching to Nottingham which soon
became head of their second circuit. The next year, 1817,
this new circuit sent John Benton eastwards – to Radcliffe
on Trent, Bingham, and into Leicestershire at Bottesford.
Benton came from mid-Staffordshire and joined the
Primitive Methodists in 1813. He was one of the people who
quickly became leaders and preachers in the new movement,
though at a large camp-meeting near Leicester in the
summer of 1818 he lost his voice and he never preached
again. (6)
At Bottesford Benton was violently opposed. ‘Some of the
inhabitants were under the influence of the aristocratical and
High Church party’ and as soon as Benton commenced
worship in the open-air, most likely in the village square by
the cross and stocks, the church bells began to ring, dogs
were set to fight, a great drum was beaten, and other musical
instruments were played. He was then assailed with rotten
eggs, filth, and stones. But Benton stood his ground, and
won over many people, leading to a large and flourishing
society. The man who beat the drum followed Benton
elsewhere to annoy him; but later became a very devoted
Christian. Although the emphasis was on open-air meetings,
winter weather and localised hostility soon made buildings
necessary. Bottesford’s chapel of 1820 is still in use, perhaps
the oldest Primitive Methodist chapel in use in the country,
although Cloud chapel in north Staffordshire questionably
claims a building date of 1815. (7)
Opposition also occurred elsewhere. John Wedgewood had
gone to Grantham in August 1817, where he became the first
Primitive Methodist to be imprisoned. The ‘master of
preaching’, William Clowes, was sent down from north
Staffordshire to investigate the case, and then went on to
pioneer untouched areas which he was always keen to do. In
1817 he visited Oakham and ‘preached in the open-air to a
well behaved people, and was hospitably entertained for the
night’. He made arrangements for a preaching service a
fortnight later and followed Wedgewood to Melton
Mowbray. But the next preacher at Oakham had no sooner
begun than an infuriated mob made him take to his heels.
Yet another preacher here encountered a basket of eggs and
was knocked down. In Rutland, persecution made their
earliest efforts abortive. Probably nothing else was tried until
the 1830s. (8)
At the end of 1817 or the beginning of 1818, Clowes went
on from Melton to a village 3 miles away, very likely
Asfordby, where Wedgewood had just been. As usual he
preached in the street, probably by the cross where Church
Lane comes up to Main Street. After a while, a man on
horseback holding a drawn sword came storming and
threatening among the people and vowed to take vengeance
on the preacher. The horseman was checked by the people

drawing close around Clowes. The attacks were repeated but
failed. Clowes and his friends held a prayer meeting in a
house afterwards, probably William Peel’s near the Cross,
licensed in March 1821. The attackers continued to throw
dung and stones on them, but failed to prevent this longlasting church surviving. (9)
Around Loughborough & Ashby-de-la-Zouch
In late 1817 and early 1818, the movement spread like
wildfire. South of Nottingham, John Benton and two other
Primitive Methodist preachers, John Wedgwood and John
Heath, met with less persecution and more success at
Loughborough, including with Joseph Skevington. From the
Skevington family came John, renowned as a boy preacher
among the Primitive Methodists, better known in the later
1830s as leader of the Leicestershire Chartists. Progress was
so substantial around Loughborough that it became a
separate circuit as early as September 1818. (10)
Another pioneer around Loughborough was John Harrison,
the first to visit Ashby-de-la-Zouch to the west and many
other places during the summer of 1818. Among them
Worthington had a Primitive Methodist chapel built in 1820,
as early as the one at Bottesford, which is now the village
hall. At Ashby he met with a kind reception. John Jarvis
(d. 1838) licensed his house on the Green in October 1818
and it was probably his barn that was licensed in 1821,
replaced by a chapel in 1833. Loughborough soon made it
yet another circuit in 1822. (11)
South of Loughborough saw success at Barrow upon Soar,
Quorn, Mountsorrel and Sileby. George Handford of Sileby
soon joined them in 1817. He had been briefly linked with
the Leicester Wesleyan Methodist Circuit when in August
1812 he was listed just once as a local preacher then living at
Cossington (the next village to Sileby), but not mentioned
among the class members. Compared with the other

Worthington: former Primitive Methodist Chapel (1820) and
datestone. (Photographs Margaret Betteridge.)
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Methodist preachers of the time, his appearance was
unusually ephemeral. Did the existing Methodists find him
as uncomfortable to work with as they had done with Bourne
and Clowes in north Staffordshire two years before? Was he
impatient with the more settled ways of Methodism by this
time? (12)

interest: they visited villages, sang lively hymns, preached in
the open-air, and attracted great attention. They were
expected the next day. Goodrich was popular for his openhandedness, liveliness, and affability. His father was a gifted
Wesleyan local preacher, his mother (by then deceased) had
been a saintly woman. ‘I soon learnt enough of them [the
Ranters] to induce me to interpose a word or two in their
favour.’ He was at their first service here and soon became a
very active and acceptable local preacher. He took on editing
the new national magazine for the Primitive Methodists in
1819. ‘Intelligent, self-educated, a
solicitor’s clerk’, he offered his
help in the magazine to those who
needed it when applying for
licences for meeting-places for
worship. Indeed, he signed such
applications for Anstey (1819),
Earl Shilton (1819), Quorn (1819),
Blackfordby (1820), Thurlaston
(1820), Ashby-de-la-Zouch (1821),
Birstall (1821), Oadby (1822), and
Shaw Lane, Markfield (1822). (15)
Another convert that day was a
man named Farmer who is said to
have climbed a lamp-post. ‘Pierced
to the heart’, he came down ‘a new
man’. Farmer was a moulder, and
shortly afterwards a revival broke
out in the foundry where he
worked. (16)

Handford was the first Primitive Methodist preacher to visit
Syston, going there with a number of friends on Sunday
afternoon, 18th January 1818. They sang through some parts
of the village until they reached the
village green, a frequent way that
the Primitive Methodists used to
introduce their preaching. Hundreds
of people soon gathered. Handford
was interrupted by a clergyman, a
lawyer, and another gentleman. The
clergyman ordered him ‘about his
business,’ adding, ‘we won’t have
you here’. But Handford felt he
knew the law better than either the
clergyman or the lawyer – ‘a wicked
and profane man’ – and refused to
relinquish his right to preach. They
soon left Handford to carry on.
Among the results of this first
service at Syston were invitations to
visit Rearsby, Thurmaston,
Leicester and other places.
Handford quickly became a national
leader, being the President at the
first national Primitive Methodist
Conference held at Hull in 1820.
William Goodrich, Primitive Methodist Magazine
(13)
1901. (Reproduced with permission from

Another convert in Leicester in
1818 was John Briggs (1793-1856).
‘From a drivelling, penniless
Englesea Brook Chapel & Museum.)
drunkard, Christianity raised him to
Arrival at Leicester
the position of a respectable tradesman, and led him in time
Their first service in Leicester was in March 1818. For some
to the acquisition of considerable property.’ As befitted a
days there were rumours in the town that the Ranters were
former addict, he supported the new total abstinence
coming, and on the Sunday morning, the news spread like
movement. ‘When pleading the cause of temperance, his low
wildfire – ‘they have come’. People poured into Belgrave
stature, his corpulence, and his large and ruddy face, in
Gate from every direction. Handford led his group into the
connection with his sudden strokes of wit and his humorous
town largely from Syston, Thurmaston, and other nearby
recitals, prevented, at times, the most serious from
villages. They came via the Melton turnpike, singing ‘Turn
maintaining their wonted gravity.’Primitive Methodists were
to the Lord’ and stopped at the Old Cross in Belgrave Gate.
among the very first to support the Total Abstinence
The preacher was John Benton again. He had little
movement when it was organised from 1830 onwards, 40
scholarship and an unpromising personal appearance, but
years ahead of the Wesleyans. (17)
was a powerful preacher, with a ringing voice ‘clear as a
One Monday morning later in 1818, Clowes and
clarion and carrying far’. (14)
Wedgewood again ‘hoisted the gospel standard in BelgraveThe most noteworthy result of this first service was the
Gate, and it is supposed, that two thousand persons were
conversion of William Goodrich (d. 1871). The previous
gathered together on the occasion. ... exceedingly wellevening he had been in the Pied Bull public house in
behaved, a deep solemnity reigned throughout, and all were
Highcross Street, where the invasion of the Ranters had been
as still and quiet as if we had been in a chapel. ... In the
discussed. Their recent visits to Syston and Ratby were the
crowd were stocking-weavers, shopkeepers, middle-class
subject of a heated argument. Goodrich listened with
residents, an alderman and a magistrate’.
10
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On another Monday, 2,000 people again gathered in
Belgrave Gate, finishing about twelve noon, and then at
half-past-one they held a prayer-meeting at house of another
new convert, Richard Culley, in Orchard Street, off Belgrave
Gate. The oldest structures in the street now (2018) are the
pock-marked red granite kerbstones and the mid-nineteenth
century Orchard House at the corner with Belgrave Gate.
Such prayer-meetings were reportedly crowded with vast
numbers standing outside, and lasted until 6 pm. ‘Many
were powerfully affected and cried for pardoning mercy, and
it was supposed that about twenty found the Lord’. (18)
The old Wesleyan chapel in Millstone Lane, (replaced by
their Bishop Street chapel), was rented for the newly-formed
society for indoor preaching, especially as winter came on.
Next a site was bought in George Street, then being newly
developed off Belgrave Gate, and a chapel building was
quickly commenced. The members, though short of money,
were extremely enthusiastic. They visited every brick-yard
in the neighbourhood, and for every thousand bricks they
ordered they begged the equivalent number. Eccentric
Squire Day of Thurmaston was asked for a donation. He
replied, ‘I will give you a large ash tree that is cut down and
lies on my estate, on condition you will draw it to Leicester
with human strength’. The condition was accepted; the tree
was placed on a pair of wheels and then drawn to the front
of Day’s house. There one of the preachers got on it and
gave an sermon. Afterwards, the tree was pulled 3 miles to
Leicester and sold for £7, with which windows were bought
for the chapel. John Briggs and others watched the walls by
night during the construction to prevent them being knocked
down by people opposed to the cause. The new chapel was
opened on Christmas Day 1819 by Hugh Bourne’s brother
James. It was replaced by a grander building on Belgrave
Gate in 1882. The George Street site now has a range of
later twentieth century apartments; the end facing Bedford
Street North has a hipped roof as a Georgian chapel would
have. Around Leicester there were soon enough societies for
it to be head of another new circuit. (19)
In South-west Leicestershire
Another area of growth was Hinckley and surrounding
villages such as Barwell. Although an area of framework
knitters, one of the first leaders here was George
Underwood, a ‘farmer’ and in his will a ‘gardener’, perhaps
a market gardener with 8 acres. He built the chapel in High
Street facing Church Lane, replaced later by an Edwardian
chapel elsewhere in the village in Shilton Road.
South of Leicester
The years after Waterloo (1815) were marked by economic
distress not least in communities that depended on

framework knitting, one main cause being that the
Government was no longer placing orders for hosiery for the
Army and Navy. There was also political frustration, as no
new liberties seemed to follow the end of the Napoleonic
Wars as many would have hoped. These were the years of
Luddites, as at Loughborough in 1816, and of the radical
Political Union at Birmingham. In 1817 the ‘Levelling
System’ took deep root in an unnamed large village 8 miles
southeast of Leicester, where they drilled and collected
money for ammunition stored in a barn at Countesthorpe.
They expected a general uprising on 9th June 1817; and
indeed, on that day, 200 men at Pentrich in Derbyshire set
off to attack Nottingham. One Leveller in Countesthorpe had
a grudge against a neighbouring farmer, so he maimed his
neighbour’s sheep expecting to get away with it through the
uprising. But he was arrested and sentenced to death
(commuted to transportation). The vendetta continued, his
brother determined to kill the chief witness. But when the
Primitive Methodist missionaries visited a village 2 miles
away, perhaps Blaby or Wigston, he heard the gospel and
‘was awakened’. The next night, the preacher took his stand
in Countesthorpe, and as a result all the leading men
belonging to the Levellers there, resolved to hold a prayer
meeting in the house of the father of the man under sentence
of death. Thus in a crowded atmosphere, they started with
singing as they learned the Primitive Methodists would do.
Finding no-one could pray, the would-be assassin found in
his father’s cupboard a large book of prayers, probably the
Book of Common Prayer which he read from. The two main
Levellers became Methodist converts; and the barn was
converted into a place of worship until a chapel (still active)
was built. (20)
Camp Meetings
Camp meetings out in the countryside continued to be held.
One Sunday in 1818 Clowes and Wedgewood held one at
‘Croxton-lane-Ends’ near Barsby. Beside the crossroads
south of Barsby is an uncultivated piece of high ground that
would have made a natural pulpit. Later in 1818, linking the
movement with its beginnings, the American Lorenzo Dow
and Hugh Bourne went back over the track of the revival,
beginning at Leicester and ending at a camp-meeting at
Barlestone. Also preaching was the Quaker Dorothy Ripley,
possibly invited as Bourne felt a real kinship with the
‘Quaker Methodists’ of Cheshire, not far from his
Staffordshire home. (21) A field beside the road to Newbold
Verdon is known as .’Camp-Meeting Field’. (22) Barlestone
had a succession of buildings licensed: farmer John Sutton’s
‘Malthouse or Office’ in October 1818, and his house next
to the Jolly Toper Inn in 1820, followed by William Ball’s
‘building called the Club Room’ in 1822. But only 35 were
reported as attending in 1829, for whom a plain brick chapel
was built in 1833, still in use today. (23)
11
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The Revivalists
Intense emotion and activity cannot be sustained for
long, and when it began to sag, some sought to
revitalise the Revival. In December 1818 the
Nottingham circuit appointed Robert Winfield to Hull,
but Hugh Bourne was unhappy with him, so he came
into Leicestershire instead. Here he caused a division
and founded a new group of churches called
‘Revivalists’. They sang the same hymns and tunes as
the Primitive Methodists, preached the same ideas, got
the same results in conversions, and used the same
style of worship. They were meeting in Hinckley by
March 1819, and soon Winfield provided a barn there
for them. Nearby in Warwickshire they built their
Barsby: site of a major camp meeting in 1818. (Photograph Margaret Samaritan Chapel at Nuneaton. In November 1819
Betteridge.)
they met in Leicester in a warehouse in Soar Lane, and
then in the former Wesleyan chapel in Millstone Lane. But
Involvement Nationally
Winfield ‘lacked prudence and perseverance. His looseness
in discipline, and his inattention to important matters
Before the end of 1818 a member in the Loughborough
connected with the societies, proved his utter unfitness for
circuit persuaded Bourne to issue a monthly magazine. It
the onerous position he had chosen to occupy. His incapacity
came out at the start of 1819, the first (and only) eight
was soon apparent’. His societies declined, and by 1828 all
numbers being edited by someone at Leicester, probably
were extinct. The Nuneaton chapel was used by Baptists in
Leicester’s William Goodrich, because Bourne was taken ill.
1829, who probably took over what was left of the
(24)
congregation there. (28)
August 1819 saw the first steps towards annual meetings for
the whole denomination. Each circuit sent two laymen and
Gains & Losses
one ‘travelling preacher’. As well as the first Conference in
The main Primitive Methodist movement declined too.
1820 being presided over by a Leicestershire man, the third
Daniel
Isaac, Wesleyan minister at Leicester, wrote from
annual Conference two years later was held at
there on 30th June 1821: ‘The Ranters have bawled
Loughborough when the programme included two campthemselves
out of breath in this neighbourhood, and I think
meetings: one at Barrow upon Soar at ‘which many souls
are losing ground. They have got chapels, and are neglecting
were converted to God’, the other a ‘powerful’ open-air
field-preaching. We mean to take it up. They have chanted
service at Shepshed. (25)
till the people take no more notice of their noise than of the
More about the People
Quakers’ stillness. They want discipline. Their societies are
not
pure.’ (29) Things had slowed down even more by 1823Where did the Primitive Methodists come from? In three
4,
and
it was some time before they prospered again. This
cases there were Wesleyan Methodist links: in addition to
may account for the absence of a few of the earlier
George Handford and William Goodrich, there was Edward
congregations
in 1829 parish returns of Nonconformist
Smith, a Seagrave farmer. Smith was involved at Seagrave
meetings.
with the Wesleyans as class leader and in licences for 1804
and 1805, but by 1821 he is recorded whilst still at Sileby, as
signing for a building for Primitive Methodists in Barrow
upon Soar, perhaps influenced by Handford’s society there.
(26)
But the previous religious associations of most early
members are unknown. It was claimed that most had had no
strong church links before. Nor were they all labourers or
framework knitters. Primitive Methodist societies were not
just trade associations for such people. Goodrich was a
solicitor’s clerk; George Underwood at Barwell was a
market gardener; John Jarvis at Ashby-de-la-Zouch was a
confectioner, and so on. (27)
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Nevertheless, in 1829 the Primitive Methodists had at least
38 congregations in Leicestershire, almost as many as the
Congregationalists had achieved in over 160 years. They
were recorded as being attended by 3,220 people, though
there are reasons for thinking some figures are missing and
on the other hand at least one of the others is too high. The
1829 Nonconformist places of worship census returns do not
survive for the Borough of Leicester or for Rutland. The
parish constable or churchwarden simply had to put down a
number for those attending; sometimes it may have been
based on the number of members or on the number of seats
available. Nevertheless they amount to:
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Though their average attendance per congregation was less
than that for each of the larger denominations, to achieve
and retain over 3,000 after so short a time was not a record
of failure. (30) By the 1851 census of places of worship, the
Primitive Methodists had risen to 54 congregations with
twice as many in attendance (5,822 adults and 1,386
children at the highest attended services). In some places
they were by then the largest congregation, outstripping the
parish church, e.g. Anstey, Asfordby, Markfield,
Thrussington, and Whissendine in Rutland. Nationally, their
1851 attendances were double their membership. (31) When
congregations ceased to be viable, quite a few joined other
Christian denominations, as in Gloucestershire in 1823 and
at Bury St Edmunds where 80 who had joined the Baptists
were said in 1832 to have ‘attributed their enlightenment
under God, to the open-air ministrations of the Primitive
Methodist missionaries’. (33)
When Methodist Union took place between the Wesleyan,
Primitive and United Methodists a century later in 1932, it
has been calculated that nearly a quarter of all Methodist
churches in Leicestershire and Rutland had first started in
this Revival of 1817 to 1819. (33) Their lasting motto was
‘What God hath wrought!’ (34)
A Final Comment
As seen, Revivalism invoked a range of responses. There is
a story about Robert Hall, minister of Harvey Lane
Particular Baptist Church in Leicester, whose influence was
such that he is remembered by a statue in De Montfort
Street. It shows the same range of attitude in the earliest
years, even between people belonging to the same church.
He was on his way to a place where he occasionally
preached on weekday evenings, most probably Birstall,
where Harvey Lane had a new branch. This would take him
past Belgrave, where Primitive Methodists had licensed a
house in 1818. He listened attentively to the open-air
preaching of John Benton, and admired his earnestness and
the command he had over his congregation. Hall’s
companion felt annoyed with what was going on and asked
Hall what he thought of the Ranters. ‘Don’t you think they
ought to be put down? ... They indulge in very irregular
practices.’ ‘Indeed! What practices?’ ‘Why, Sir, when they
enter a village, they begin to sing hymns, and they go on
singing till they collect a number of people about them on
the village green, or in some neighbouring field, and then
they preach.’ ‘Well, whether that may be prudent or

expedient, or not, depends upon circumstances; but, as yet, I
see no criminality.’ ‘But you must admit, Mr. Hall, that it is
very irregular.’ ‘And suppose I do admit that, what follows?
Was not our Lord’s rebuking the Scribes and Pharisees, and
driving the buyers and sellers out of the temple very
irregular? Was not almost all that He did in His public
ministry very irregular? Were not the proceedings of Calvin,
Luther, and their fellow-workers in the Reformation very
irregular? ... And. were not the whole lives of Whitfield and
Wesley very irregular lives, as you view such things? Yet
how infinitely is the world indebted to all these! No, Sir,
there must be something widely different from mere
irregularity before I condemn.’ When he then asked Hall
whether some steps should taken against ‘such new-fangled
innovation’, the answer was ‘God forbid that I should
oppose these people, Sir! I should fear I was fighting against
God! They are doing much good, Sir! much more than I am,
Sir!’
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When ‘Germany Called the Tune’:
Music, Liberalism and the Call to War
Mark Gamble
In Leicester, as in most other English towns, the first
impression made by the declaration of war in 1914 was
slight. The troubles in Ireland had seemed far more serious
than those in the Balkans; nearer home a threatened
addition of a shilling to the rates was far more immediately
alarming. (Jack Simmons) (1)
here was an initial enthusiasm to voluntarily join up,
but this rapidly died down, and by 1915 ‘the
backwardness of Leicester began to become a public
scandal.’ (2) However by October, renewed recruitment
appeals proved more successful, aided by news of the
Leicestershire Regiment at the attack on the Hohenzollern
Redoubt that month.

T

As the war progressed, its
horrors became apparent with
millions of lives being lost or
ruined. The unprecedented
slaughter was made possible
by industrialised nations being
able to equip their armies with
new, more effective means of
destroying lives. No sector of
society was immune, and
whilst the common soldier
drawn from the working
classes was in the greatest
number on the battlefield, the
new form of warfare required
the mustering of all levels of
society, requiring technicians
as well as soldiers; and a
commitment by the educated
middle and upper classes to the
war.

just cause, that there was a wrong that needed to be righted,
and called on Britain and her allies to restore order.
The words of the song were written by Percy Hagon, and the
music composed by Russell Hagon, one of his two sons,
both of whom served as junior officers in the war. The
Hagon family lived in Leicester in the lead up to the war,
and the song’s discovery provided the catalyst to research
the family, and in doing so also gave an interesting insight
into Liberal political activism in the seventeen years leading
up to the outbreak of war. The Hagon family were very
much part of the growing middle class, a family whose
children would have been brought up on Christian zeal and a
belief in the might of the
nation. They were also a
family that developed a strong
liberal political stance. This
was accompanied by a sense
of duty to those less fortunate
than themselves, along with an
expectation to take up
responsibilities compatible
with their evolving position in
society.
Percy Hagon was born in
Bristol in 1870, the son of
William Kebble Hagon, and
his wife Susan, née Weeks.
William Hagon was a
journeyman painter and a
ship’s mate in the Royal Naval
Reserve. (3) Percy Hagon
grew up in the St James’ and
St Paul’s districts of Bristol
and at the age of 19 married
Kate Amelia Pritchard at
Bedminster. The 1891 Census
records the couple as resident
at 118 Coronation Road,
Bedminster, listing Percy’s
occupation as a manager and
clerk to a leather manufacturer.

The writing of this article was
prompted by the survival of a
piece of patriotic piano music. Cover of the sheet music titled The Allies’ Song: Germany
Called the Tune. Written and composed by Percy and Russell
The piece, entitled The Allies’ Hagon, it was published in Leicester by the well-known
Song – Germany Called the Leicester music publishers Sir Herbert Marshall and Sons.
Tune, was written in the
opening months of the war, at a time before the full
Shortly after the birth of their son Percy Russell Hagon in
implications of the conflict would be realised, and at the
May 1892, the Hagon family moved to Leicester where their
time when the recruitment campaign in Leicester was
second son Charles Stanley Hagon was born in November
flagging. The song expressed sentiments that the war was a
1893. Both sons were known by their second names.
14
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Percy Hagon’s life in Leicester is particularly interesting for
his involvement in local Liberal politics in both Leicester
and the county, and his support for certain Liberal
councillors prior to 1914 (4), and his subsequent support for
the war. As a leather company representative, he also
regularly travelled from Leicester to the U.S.A. Much of the
evidence used here comes from local newspapers.

In March 1907, Hagon is heard of taking part in a meeting of
the Leicester Parliamentary Debating Society which
discussed the pernicious measure of the Licensing Act of
1904, and the control of liquor sales. (7) In September 1908
he chaired a meeting of the Leicester branch of the National
League of Young Liberals. The meeting, held in the Liberal
Club Lecture Hall, Bishop Street, took the form of a
smoking concert, which was reported to have been an
excellent musical programme. (8) Hagon also attended the
branch meeting of the League on the 24th March 1909. (9)
Percy Hagon’s job as a representative for a leather
manufacturing company started to regularly take him
away from Leicester. On the 5th May 1909, he sailed from
Southampton to New York aboard the S.S. Kronprinzessin
Cecille arriving six days later (10), his work being to seek
out new supplies of leather for the company.

Returning to England, Hagon gave a lecture at the Victoria
Road Adult School, Leicester on the 25th July 1909, one
of a series on the subject of Riches and Poverty. He talked
about the abnormal distribution of wealth and concluded
by saying: ‘The monopoly of capital created and
perpetuated a lopsided power, which failed to recognise
the just claims of labour.’ (11) A month later, Hagon
By 1911 Holmfield Road, Leicester, was the location of the along with Councillor Evan Barlow, held an outdoor
Hagon family home Hillesley, which was named after Kate meeting of the Leicester Liberal Association at Clarendon
Hagon’s place of birth in Gloucestershire.
Park. Councillor Barlow talked about his confidence in the
Liberal Government’s budget, and was seconded by Hagon
Towards the end of October 1897 Percy Hagon is heard of
who said ‘the budget was sound financially and distributed
taking part in a meeting held in Christow Street School,
the
burden with justice. It put the heaviest burden on the
Leicester in support of the local Liberal candidate R. K. Hull
broadest backs.’ Hagon was applauded when he said that
who was contesting the Wyggeston Ward in the town’s
‘the
only way to pay for social progress was Mr. Lloyd
municipal elections. The main business of the meeting was
George’s way.’ (12)
concerned with having to oppose a member of the
Independent Labour Party (I.L.P.), who the meeting felt
ought to be a member of the Liberals. A speaker at the
meeting said ‘it would be a glorious day for Leicester and
the country when the I. L. P. were joined to the Liberal party
again.’ Hagon supported the resolution. (5)
On an early January evening in 1907, he took part in a
meeting of the Victoria Road Church Literary and Debating
Society in Leicester where he initiated a debate on the
influences of the church on the public. He argued that the
churches could only bring ‘influence on the formation of
public opinion, and thereby an influence on government if
they displayed true sympathy and interest in the social
problems of the age.’ He said church pastors must be men of
courage and that they should be engaged in ‘exposing social
evils even if in so doing they offended some.’ He finished by
remarking that the Salvation Army had set a notable
example in bringing ‘succour and assistance to the
downtrodden.’ It was reported that an interesting debate
followed. (6)

In September 1909, Hagon sailed again to New York, this
time on the S.S. Baltic, arriving in port on the 3rd October.
The Baltic was one of six transatlantic liners that were
secured to their piers that day and which together discharged
over 4,600 passengers from their first and second class
cabins alone. (13)
Returning home, Hagon attended a meeting of the Leicester
branch of the National League of Young Liberals on the
24th November 1909 at which impending action by the
House of Lords on rejecting the government’s budget was
discussed. At the end of the meeting a resolution was passed,
seconded by Hagon, ‘indignantly protesting against the
arbitrary and unconstitutional action of the House of Lords.’
(14) The following month on 20th December, Hagon gave a
speech at a protest meeting held in the School Rooms at
Oadby, at which he condemned the blocking of the
government’s budget. The meeting concluded with a
resolution that the House of Lords should be abolished. (15)
Hagon gave an even more vociferous speech on the budget
15
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at Groby on the 14th January 1910, saying
‘If the Peers wanted Dreadnoughts let them
pay their share towards them . . . The Lords
were against the Budget, because it touched
the land . . . The Peers’ policy was keeping
all they had, and trying to get more . . . .’ The
meeting was reported to be one of the most
successful ever held in the village. (16)
In the spring of 1910, Hagon’s job took him
back to New York leaving from Liverpool
aboard the world’s largest ship, Cunard’s
magnificent S.S. Mauretania, arriving in
New York on the 6th May where he was to
stay at the Hotel Victoria.
Subsequently back in Leicester, Hagon took
part in a meeting of the Leicester
Parliamentary Debating Society held at the
Memorial Hall on New Walk on the 20th
January 1911. Discussions focussed on
proposals to reform the House of Lords.
Hagon spoke in opposition to the
Conservative viewpoint saying: ‘the Tory
party were in search of another weapon with
which to thwart the will of the people.’ (17)
The following month, Hagon attended the
annual meeting of the General Committee of
the Leicester Liberal Association (18), and in
early March, he took part in a debate at a
meeting of the Leicester Parliamentary
Debating Society. (19)
At the end of April, Hagon attended a
meeting of the executive of the Leicester
The opening words and music to The Allies’ Song: Germany Called the Tune.
Liberal Association in Leicester. (20) He was
also present in August at a Liberal fete held at Barrow-uponLater in the year Hagon stood in the municipal elections in
Soar attended by Loughborough’s Liberal MP Sir Maurice
Leicester but lost to the Conservative Mr P. L. Baker. (26)
Levy (21), and at the opening of the Liberal Bazaar by Sir
On the 27th February 1913, assisted by Councillor Loseby,
Maurice at Leicester’s Temperance Hall on 18th November.
Hagon presided over a meeting of Leicester’s Knighton
(22) Towards the end of the year Hagon spoke at a Liberal
Ward Liberal Association at the Avenue Road Council
meeting at Kirby Muxloe (23), and in February 1912 he
School. Hagon was amongst those elected to represent the
addressed the Aylestone Ward Liberal Association on the
association for the coming year. (27)
social reform that was introduced by the National Insurance
Act of 1911, and how it worked for the betterment of the
The annual meeting of the Coalville Liberal Association
less favoured of the community. (24) At the end of March he
held on 15th October 1913 in the mining village’s
attended a branch meeting of the National Society of the
Progressive Hall began with a reference by the Chairman
Prevention of Cruelty to Children (N.S.P.C.C.) held in
Mr.
B. G. Hale, to the previous year’s loss of the R.M.S.
Leicester’s Council Chamber. (25)
Titanic, and the previous day’s explosion at the Universal
Colliery in the Aber Valley, Glamorganshire, the worst in
Hagon returned to the U.S.A. aboard the S.S. Caronia which
history, in which 439 men and boys perished. Hagon
British
after a nine day voyage docked in New York on the 29th
went on to address the meeting on the blocking of Liberal
May 1912, with his work for the leather business taking him
legislation by the House of Lords and the Irish question of
on to Boston this time.
16
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Meanwhile, Hagon returned to Boston on
business in 1914, having sailed from
Liverpool aboard the S.S. Carmania arriving
in New York on 23rd March and taking
rooms at the Hotel Essex.
In early August Prime Minister Herbert
Asquith, leader of the Liberal Party,
delivered the ultimatum to Germany to
remove its troops from Belgium, whose
neutrality Britain had guaranteed since 1839.
The request was rejected, and the British
government issued a declaration that as from
11pm on the 4th August 1914, Great Britain
was at war with Germany.
Amongst the early British sea casualties of
the war were H.M.S. Pathfinder and the loss
of over 1,400 sailors from three Royal Navy
cruisers H.M.S. Aboukir, Cressy and Hogue,
sunk by German U-boats. Attacks on
merchant ships began in October.
The same month, Leicester’s Corn Exchange
was the scene for a lively meeting which was
addressed by one of the town’s Labour
Members of Parliament, Ramsay
MacDonald, well-known for his anti-war
opinion. He spoke about the importance of
democracy and overcoming militarism, but
was interrupted by political opponents within
the building, some of whom were ejected by
the police. Mr MacDonald said ‘He did not
want those men who were joining the
colours now with such magnificent
enthusiasm to come back at the end of the
The closing chorus to The Allies’ Song: Germany Called the Tune.
war and find that the country had failed to
carry out the ideals which inflamed their hearts when they
Home Rule. He also spoke on the scandalous conditions
joined.’ Over 10,000 people had gathered in the Market
under which some labourers were living, whilst saying of the
Place
practically filling the area, with around 100 police
Liberal Party that ‘it had justified its existence since 1906,
officers endeavouring to maintain order. Whilst the M.P.
and that the future held out greater promise for the nation
was
speaking inside the Corn Exchange, outside beneath the
than ever.’ (28)
Rialto arch others delivered patriotic addresses to sections of
the crowd. Amongst those making speeches was Percy
In January 1914, Hagon was in London attending a meeting
Hagon. (30) It was barely 9 months since Hagon had
of the National Executive of the League of Young Liberals
attended the London meeting of National Executive of the
discussing the growth in expenditure on armaments, and a
League of Young Liberals which denounced the ever
resolution was passed ‘This committee of the National
increasing
expenditure on armaments.
League of Young Liberals regrets expressions of belief in
the doctrines of force recently uttered by some of His
Majesty's Ministers, and views with alarm the ever
increasing expenditure on armaments, being of opinion that
this growth is a menace to the social well-being of the
democracies of Europe and a most injurious diversion of
national resources from reproductive industrial enterprise.’
(29)

Whilst Leicester gained notoriety as a supporter of Leftist
anti-war feelings, Hagon was by now committed to the war,
supporting his party’s leader Asquith who had taken the
country into war.
Undaunted by the war at sea, and perhaps with a mixture of
patriotic duty and commercial opportunity in mind, by the
17
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7th November 1914, Hagon was back in New York, having
arrived aboard the S.S. Lapland. Whilst the adage that ‘an
army marches on its stomach’ may have been as true in 1914
as it had been to Napoléon Bonaparte a century before, it
was also true that the allied armies had in reality to march on
their feet. The Sunday Oregonian reported that Percy Hagon,
a London representative of a firm of leather manufacturers,
was in New York, endeavouring to buy leather to ‘furnish
the French, Russian and English armies with shoes.’ (31)
Back from his overseas travels, Hagon, along with his wife,
organised the entertainment for the annual New Year party
for the Leicester Guild of the Crippled. Held on the 8th
January 1915 at the Guild Hall, Colton Street, the party was
attended by over 300 people. According to the Leicester
Chronicle:
An excellent programme was arranged by Mr and
Mrs Percy Hagon, who also provided refreshments.
An interesting feature of the programme was the
singing of a new song Germany Called the Tune, the
words of which are by Mr Percy Hagon, the music
being by Mr Russell Hagon, while Stanley Hagon
was the singer. The song goes with a good swing, and
was much appreciated. (32)
The newspaper also commented on the pleasant decoration
of the venue and the distribution of gifts. Amongst those
who provided a full programme of entertainments was Mr
Will Hay, a comedian who had been working at the
Leicester Palace and who would later gain popularity in
British cinema comedy films. Also from The Palace
providing entertainment were the Sisters Aberdare.
During the Great War Percy Hagon continued to support the
Liberal cause. On the 30th August 1915 He spoke at a
meeting held in the Victoria Hall, Granby Street, Leicester
which was organised by the Leicester Committee affiliated
to the Central Committee of National Patriotic
Organisations. At the meeting, which was chaired by Sir
Herbert Marshall, Hagon spoke in favour of organising a
public or town meeting to expose what was considered to be
Ramsay MacDonald’s unrepresentative attitude towards the
war. (33)
On the 27th November 1917 Hagon wrote a vitriolic letter to
the editor of the Leicester Daily Post that poured scorn on
Mr Ramsay MacDonald. Hagon accused the Leicester MP of
misusing his position, and also wrote that ‘his evil work
proceeds. He is working overtime in these days, and always
against the interests of our nation in the throes of a life
struggle with a relentless and unscrupulous foe.’ (34)
On the 10th December 1917 Hagon spoke in a debate that
was held at the 5th Northern General Hospital, entitled Is the
Labour movement the hope of the future? Hagon, whilst not
mentioning the Liberal party, led a debate that was firmly
18

against a Labour future. He contended ‘the Labour
movement had not been a true Labour movement; it had
been exploited by Socialism.’ He also cited the treachery of
the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. The Rev F. L.
Donaldson spoke in favour of a Labour future. Officers and
soldiers at the military hospital, which was housed in the
former County Lunatic Asylum, participated in the debate.
One officer, Captain Rev G. Barclay, believed that the
Army, when it came back from overseas, should run the
country, as it had learned fellowship, and that they must not
let the ideal go from them. (35)
After the war Hagon maintained his support for the Liberal
cause. He supported the candidature of Mr. W. B. Wykes as
a Coalition representative for the Knighton Ward during the
Spring of 1919. (36)
Percy Hagon moved from Leicester sometime after 1920 and
by 1922 was working as the Manager of F. J. Walker &
Company, Hide and Skin Importers, of 27 Mincing Lane,
London, E.C.3. (37) He died in London in 1930.
Of his sons, Stanley enrolled in the Territorial Army at
Lincoln’s Inn on the 28th June 1915 to serve with the Inns of
Court Officer Training Corps. In October 1915 he was
discharged on account of being appointed to a commission
with the 147th (Leicester) Heavy Battery Royal Garrison
Artillery (R.G.A.). (38) The following March Stanley’s
older brother Russell, a commercial traveller for the Dunlop
Rubber Co. Ltd., also enlisted for military service. He was
initially placed on the Reserve, his call up for service
coming the following year on 9th May 1917 when he joined
the Royal Flying Corps (R.F.C.) as 3rd Class Airman,
80411, Russell Hagon. (39) On the 30th June 1916 Stanley
Hagon, now a 2nd Lieutenant, embarked aboard ship at
Southampton, landing at Le Havre for service with his unit.
However, on the 2nd August, with just over a month on
active service, he was admitted to the 35th General Hospital
at Calais suffering from tonsillitis, where he was considered
unfit and sent back to England. He went to recuperate and
take a water-cure at Ashover House Hydro, near
Chesterfield. He recovered from tonsillitis, but developed
seborrheic dermatitis, a skin disease associated with stress.
A series of medical boards followed, declaring him unfit for
general service, but fit for home service, and on the 27th
November 1916 he joined the 2a Reserve Brigade Royal
Field Artillery at Fulwood Barracks, Preston. In early May
1917 he briefly rejoined the R.G.A. but within less than two
weeks was again considered unfit, and not able to return to
general service until November 1917 when he was back in
France posted to the 146th Heavy Battery R.G.A. (40) In
1918 he was made second in command of the 146th Heavy
Battery and Acting Captain. After the Armistice and
demobilisation, he relinquished his commission whilst
retaining the rank of Lieutenant. He was subsequently
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awarded the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal in
recognition of his overseas service. (41) Meanwhile, Russell
Hagon obtained a commission as 2nd Lieutenant in
September 1917. The following month he was appointed as
an Equipment Officer 3rd Class with the R.F.C. Balloon
Training Wing. He went on to become a 2nd Lieutenant in
the Royal Air Force following its formation from the
amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps with the Royal
Naval Air Service on the 1st April 1918. (42) He left the
Royal Air Force in May 1919. By the outbreak of the
Second World War in 1939, both brothers were working as
commercial travellers. Stanley was back in the Midlands,
living at 99 Northampton Road, Market Harborough. (43)
whilst Russell was living at 16 Rayleigh Road, Harrogate,
Yorkshire. (44) Stanley died in the Market Harborough area
in 1968 and Russell in Yorkshire in 1971.
Postscript:
There are a number of World War I songs from moraleraisers to rousing marches and romantic ballads which
remain well-known today a hundred years after they were
written, including titles such as Keep the Home Fires
Burning (originally called Till the Boys come Home) 1914,
Pack up your Troubles in Your Old Kit-bag 1915, Take me
back to dear Old Blighty 1916, and Roses of Picardy 1916.
Germany Called the Tune belongs to the early patriotic
recruiting songs popular at the outbreak of the war before
the introduction of conscription, and is now a forgotten song
from a bygone time – although perhaps its ambiguous and
potentially misleading title contributed to its obscurity. To
date, no other copies of the sheet music have been traced by
the author, nor has any other music written and composed by
Percy or Russell Hagon been identified.
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Beaumanor War and Peace –
Behind the Scenes
Caroline Wessel
My interest in this period was seriously aroused when a
solicitor made contact to say he thought I should take a look
at some papers in the possession of a client, an informal
scribbled correspondence on many scraps of paper between
William Curzon Herrick and his chauffeur and confidante.
Rushing up to Nottinghamshire to study them, much light
was thrown on the relationship of these two men at the time
during World War I when William was conscripted into the
Army, and a dramatic crisis erupted. This opportune
discovery led to the acquisition from the National Archives
of the young William's World War I army medical records,
that gave the minutest details of his physical appearance,
disturbed mental state, and the recognition that
he had led a troubled life since 1905 during his
tough schooldays at Eton College. Naturally, a
visit to the archives at Eton College ensued. Here
in these hallowed halls much biographical
information was obtained about young Curzon
and his (extremely aristocratic) fellow pupils; but
the gem of the collection was a number of entries
written in William's own hand in his House
Debating Society Book. It revealed his
viewpoints on a number of significant subjects,
and greatly helped to form a picture of his
character, and what would have been no doubt
the typical opinions of a young person of that
time. It also facilitated familiarity with William's
handwriting, a most useful tool (as will be seen)
for solving later Beaumanor conundrums.
Meanwhile, a scrutiny of documents housed by
the Woodhouse Parish Council produced a paper
Beaumanor formal gardens with gardeners in the 1920s. (Courtesy of Axon written by a local man, resident at Woodhouse
Collection.)
during the Curzon Herrick years. It revealed that
as
a
youngster
William Curzon, when living with his parents
So who was William Curzon? When the childless Mrs
at Garats Hay in Woodhouse, was 'something of a tearaway,
Sophia Perry Herrick died in 1915, according to the terms of
preferring
the company of local lads to that of boys of his
her late husband's Will the Beaumanor estates were to pass
own
class'.
And on inheriting the Beaumanor estates, the
to a shy and melancholy young man, whose late father,
first thing he said to his deferential farm tenants was that he
Colonel the Hon. Montagu Curzon, had been the favourite
did not wish to be addressed as 'Squire' or 'Sir' - and that
godson of William Perry Herrick. He, in turn, had been a
plain 'Bill Herrick' would do.
close friend of the 1st Earl Howe of Gopsall Park,

U

ntil recently very little has been known about the
Curzon Herrick era at Beaumanor, that is the years
between 1915 and 1939 when the vast Herrick
estates in Leicestershire, Herefordshire and Wales were
owned by William Curzon Herrick - and those years that
also saw the horrors of World War I and the more lighthearted frivolity of the 1920s. However extensive new
research, some unexpected discoveries of hitherto unknown
archives, and an acquaintanceship with present-day Curzon
Herrick relatives, have provided rich material for an account
of this significant epoch, and stories that are at times tragic,
heart-warming, startling and even shocking.

Leicestershire, a man with an illustrious pedigree of naval
and military heroes, and also the young William's
grandfather. Consequently, after 320 years of Herrick
ownership, in 1915 the Beaumanor lands passed to a nonrelative, who by the terms of Perry Herrick's Will, was
obliged to take on the name and coat-of-arms of 'Herrick'.
20

Already, an intimate picture of William Curzon Herrick
began to emerge, with more information and impressions
added when his living relatives were tracked down and were
able to give valuable first-hand accounts, including his
passion for train-spotting. Clearly William was going to be
more of an 'anti-hero' than a 'superman' and as such, one
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greatly warmed to him. Many of the facts and stories that
have since unfolded must wait for the reader to turn the
pages of the new Beaumanor War and Peace publication!

World War I affected both aristocracy and Beaumanor estate
worker, and there are harrowing accounts in Beaumanor
War and Peace of some of the worst military conflicts ever
known, that claimed local soldiers in the Leicestershire
Regiment and also family, friends and villagers known to the
Curzon Herricks. The mutilating injuries were sometimes so
terrible that the soldiers' corpses were unidentifiable and
lines from some famous World War I poems are quoted as a
stirring accompaniment to these scenarios. Could William's
wealthy gesture make any difference to the innovatory work
of Leicester's war hospital? And were those from
Woodhouse who sacrificed their
lives in action suitably recorded
and memorialised? Moreover,
battle was not the only killer there was also a dreadful illness
which at that time took the lives
of many, including three young
men and their father all from the
same Woodhouse family.

Nonetheless, other developments in research along the way
must be recorded. These included the discovery of over 600
Perry Herrick documents lying uncatalogued for the past
fifty years in the Herefordshire Record Office (HRO).
During several days spent at Hereford, the meticulous
trawling through endless cardboard boxes threw up a mass
of new information - birth, marriage and death certificates,
wills and many other legal papers.
This amazing cache also included
the 1916 Beaumanor Probate
Inventory made on Mrs Perry
Herrick's death that catalogues
every single piece of furniture,
silver, paintings, china, soft
furnishings, and mundane
household objects in the house,
listed room by room. Armed with
this, and the 1946 Beaumanor
But, most importantly, was the
Furniture Sale Catalogue, the
Curzon Herrick line destined to
scenes of the mansion's interior
continue, and would an heir to the
could now be vividly described in
estate be produced? If so, this
the new publication, based with
would of course require William
precise detail on authentic facts.
to take a wife, which in due
Furthermore, Colonel Curzon's Engagement photograph of William Curzon Herrick course he did. His bride was the
Probate Inventory (also at HRO), and Lady Kathleen Hastings. (Courtesy of Hastings warm-natured and vivacious Lady
listing all his items of jewellery, Family Archive.)
Kathleen Hastings, daughter of
has even allowed the story to imagine the young William
the Earl of Huntingdon, on whose landed Irish estate she
Curzon Herrick fastening his Papa's 'diamond and pearl tie
spent her idyllic childhood, whilst showing a very
pin' as he prepares to attend Mrs Perry Herrick's funeral. In
precocious talent for literary writing.
addition, the Colonel's executors' detailed accounts of the
Lady Selina Hastings, the celebrated biographer, is Lady
family's expenditure at Garats Hay lets the reader into the
Kathleen's niece, and her account of her father's life entitled
secrets of their London exotic tea suppliers, their bicycle
The Red Earl: the extraordinary life of the 16th Earl of
repairs, daughter's trousseau, doctors' names and visits,
Huntingdon gives delightful descriptions of Kathleen's
funeral details and expenses, and much more.
family background, her home, and her later married life at
Census returns, trade directories, newspaper reports, the
Beaumanor. Contact with The Red Earl's publisher resulted
Beaumanor Head Gardener's Wages Book, Quorn Online
in a most satisfying e-mail correspondence with Lady
Museum entries, local Wildlife Trust records and even
Selina, who generously provided additional information and
church gravestones, were able to further set the scene of
photographs, and gave permission to quote passages direct
William's childhood home area. Within the early pages of
from her publication. In addition, further intensive
Beaumanor War and Peace everyone is there - the local
newspaper and Tatler magazine research revealed that
gentry, village doctor, tradesmen, schoolchildren, summer
Kathleen Hastings had published poetry, written and
tourists in local guest houses, all vibrantly described against
performed privately and publicly in a number of her own
the backdrop of the social activities of Woodhouse and
plays, and published at least a couple of novels. The endless
Woodhouse Eaves, and the stunning beauty and wild life of
possibilities of the internet then facilitated the excited
the surrounding Charnwood countryside. Meanwhile the
purchase of a slim, red leather, gold-embossed volume of
internet yielded the Meteorological Office's monthly weather
Kathleen's poems, and soon afterwards the postman
reports for every month of the twenty-four years story, so
delivered the first of her two novels.
that scenes that take place on a warm sunny day, amidst
continuous sleet and rain, or in heavy falls of snow, are
In Beaumanor War and Peace chapter five, Lady Kathleen
weather-wise absolutely accurate.
Curzon Herrick’s story is presented to the reader against a
21
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background of appropriate lines from her impassioned
poetry, while a later chapter is a critique of her literary
output. Sissinghurst Castle, home of Victoria Sackville-West
(Kathleen's exact contemporary, to whom she gave a
wedding gift), holds signed copies of these novels in its
library, and the Archivist there was kind enough to supply a
synopsis of Kathleen's second novel, as it is currently
unavailable globally for purchase. Meanwhile, the
unconventional life, loves and marriage of Selina Hastings'
father, Jack Viscount Hastings (Kathleen's young brother), is
developed into yet another important strand of the ongoing
narrative.
By now it had become abundantly clear that this evergrowing treasure trove of research would best be written as a
compelling story, descriptively evocative of its period, rather
than as a dry academic paper. So a wide range of
background topics were then energetically and fastidiously
researched, including the London Season, ladies fashion (the
transition from the painful corset to the new-fangled but
more comfortable brassière), popular music and dance (what
was the Bunny Hug?), society and political magazines,
newly-published literature and novels, and even the
contemporary slang words of the time.
In addition, spliced in between the Curzon Herrick sagas are
colourful anecdotes from the contemporary political scene the Suffragettes, Home Rule for Ireland, industrial unrest
and large-scale strikes, using contemporary newspapers and
other authentic documents. The narrative occasionally harks
back to the days of Beaumanor's early Herrick owners,
giving the reader an insight into the family's illustrious past
and demonstrating how much times had changed since then.
What is more, by now the dates spanned by the research, as
well as the content itself, suggested two distinct halves to the
publication - War (1915-1918) and Peace (1919-1939). The
front cover of the book therefore represents this, with its
black-and-white shadowy left hand picture of Beaumanor,
and in the sky a Zeppelin flying over Woodhouse in 1916 on
its way to bomb nearby Loughborough. The cover design
then merges into a right-hand sunnier image of the mansion,
showing daffodils in the grass that symbolise re-birth and
new life, and also because a documentary account states that
the mile-long drive to the house was in springtime flanked
with golden daffodils. However some dark shadows fall
forebodingly across the sunny side of the lawn - for there are
still physical and mental scars of war imprinted on the lives
of the Curzon Herrick circle, resulting in pain, excessive
drinking, marital infidelity and worse.
Part Two, Peace, is centred around the Beaumanor Visitors'
Book for 1920-1928, a heavy, leather-bound tome, today
carefully stored in the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland. Copies of the pages of the Visitors'
22

Book were made, and its 757 names recorded. Large and
flamboyant, tiny and introverted, ink-smudged, nearly
illegible and names in the coded etiquette for earls or
viscounts - the signatures were all (well nearly all)
deciphered, listed, analysed, researched (thank heavens for
the internet) and trends identified.
At the start of the nine year Visitors' Book period, house
guests were mostly the aristocratic members, or friends, of
the Curzon and Hastings families, old Etonians, politicians,
sportsmen or military leaders. But as the years moved on,
increasingly the Beaumanor visitors became more artistic,
flamboyant, Bohemian and yes, outrageously talented.
Famous authors, a virtuoso concert pianist, a Swedish artist,
world famous film and theatre stars, novelists, a renowned
theatre designer, a successful popular song lyricist - just
about every famous name of that period that one has ever
heard of.
So many interesting facts and stories emerged – what for
example did visitor John Buckmaster have to do with Buck's
Fizz? Which film star visited with someone else's husband?
Why were so many guests orientated towards contacting
their deceased loved ones? Who played the seven-octave
walnut-cased grand piano in the Morning Room? Who
owned the naughty Siamese cats? How many of the male
visitors fought in and survived World War I (though maybe
were injured)? And which of the ladies were wartime nurses,
or served on wartime fundraising committees? Which
Herrick farm was the home of a war horse that, post-war,
was returned unscathed to Woodhouse? Was the Quorn
hunting season really that decadent? Which one thousand
year old Crown appointment did William hold? And, most
intriguing of all, which regular Beaumanor visitor was with
Howard Carter when he entered Egypt's tomb of
Tutankhamun - and did the Curzon Herricks' friend finally
succumb to the 'Mummy's Curse'?
To cope with the hundreds of visitors each year, Lady
Kathleen ordered hampers of luxury foods for her house
parties from London's Fortnum & Mason that were sent
down by rail from London to Quorn & Woodhouse station and the Fortnum & Mason Archivist has generously shared
her stock of 1920s exotic menus for inclusion in this
publication. Several eureka moments occurred during the
persistent tracking down of names in the Visitors' Book,
notably on one occasion when a framed document with
signature was discovered on the internet and when its printout was held next to that of the Beaumanor guest being
pursued ... the signatures were identical.
A chance contact with the author's old school friend,
Viscountess Wimborne, led to the exciting arrival of a mass
of photocopies of an unpublished book about the history and
tittle-tattle of the Wimborne family (surname 'Guest'). And
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The Beaumanor Visitors’ Book from November 1925 – January 1926. Guests included: the
famous actor Laurence Hanray, actress Valerie Taylor, millionaire American playboy Sir Henry
"Chips" Channon, and popular song composer James Dyrenforth. Family names include the artist
Colin Cairns Clinton Campbell, Viscountess Alice Wimborne, Lady Rowena Paterson and brewery
tycoon and famous racehorse owner Sir William and Lady Bass. The host’s own pencilled in
remarks include comments such as ‘would stay when they were turned out’. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)

this introduced yet another round of (often hilarious) stories
that had to be included in Beaumanor War and Peace. Lady
Kathleen's first cousin, Susan, married Oscar Guest, brother
of Lord Wimborne, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland at the time of
the 1916 Easter Rising. Oscar and Susan were very frequent
visitors at Beaumanor, and held their wedding reception
there (the newspaper report even describes their rather overthe-top wedding cake). Entitled The Guest House and
written by Oscar's son, Bertie, the book's charming stories
reflect and often poke fun at the foibles and upper-class
etiquette of the period, and chronicle the Wimborne
connections with Society and Royalty. But the account also
gives yet more anecdotes and personal insight into the lives,
characters and idiosyncrasies of Uncle William and Aunt
Kathleen.
But poor William Curzon Herrick had sometimes had
enough of all this, and from time to time would pencil into
the Visitors' Book his wry, or sometimes downright angry,
comments against some of his guests' signatures. And these
sardonic snippets, in addition to being most amusing, give
yet one more indication of the Beaumanor host's personality
and viewpoints.
In the penultimate chapter of Beaumanor War and Peace the
last big question is posed - how, why and for what reasons
did William and Kathleen finally leave Beaumanor in 1928?

Where did they spend
their remaining years, and
what was the state of their
health and cause of their
deaths? In the intervening
ten-year period between
the Curzon Herricks'
departure
and
the
handover to the military in
World War II, Beaumanor
was leased to a wealthy
tenant, and of course it
was essential to include an
account of this era in the
new publication as well.
Good fortune smiled and
two branches of the
present-day family were
traced, producing some
more most agreeable tales.
And, as some readers will
wonder what happened to
many of the Beaumanor
visitors in their later life, a
‘Post Scripts’ chapter was
added to satisfy their
curiosity.

Even after the first proofs for Beaumanor War and Peace
had been received for amendments, another set of
extraordinary stories arrived from a descendant of the
aristocratic family with whom the Curzon Herricks lived at
their Scottish castle during World War II. And after chasing
up a string of enquiries with undertakers, the Lady of
Beaumanor's final demise was at last ascertained.
The search continues, and following its publication,
Beaumanor War and Peace will no doubt produce even
further information from readers about the lives of William
and Lady Kathleen Curzon Herrick during their residency at
Beaumanor from 1915 to 1939. It is a remarkable chronicle
that records both human sufferings and joys, and the
contrasts of life during wartime and peace.
Acknowledgements:
Beaumanor War and Peace: the Curzon Herrick years 19151939, by Caroline Wessel, published in 2018 by the Author,
with a generous grant from the Leicestershire
Archaeological & Historical Society, and practical support
from Leicestershire County Council. The book is available
from Clarendon Books, 144 Clarendon Park Road, Leicester,
LE2 3AE, 0116 2701856 or 0116 2701914. Email:
clarendonbooks@aol.com, from Beaumanor Hall Reception,
and from The Café Next Door, 94 Main Street, Woodhouse
Eaves, LE12 8RZ.
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An Early Medieval Floor Tile from
Garendon Abbey
Andy Kirkland
Introduction

S

ince 2012 I have worked as an archaeological
volunteer for Leicestershire County Council
Museums Service. My role has been to photograph
artefacts in the county’s archaeological collection. In 2014, I
started work on photographing the
medieval floor tiles in the
collection. One tile in particular
caught my attention – a virtually
complete medieval floor tile from
Garendon Abbey. Not only was it
well preserved, but unusually it
was housed in a tailor-made
wooden box with a tantalising
note on its provenance. About the
same time, I moved to
Loughborough, close to the site of
Garendon Abbey, and became
very interested in the history and
archaeology of the Abbey.

Garendon Abbey, Ulverscroft Priory, Leicester Abbey and
Mountsorrel Castle
The foundation dates for all four establishments where the
Leicestershire tiles were found are twelfth to early thirteenth
century, but with a wider range of end dates for their original
functions, ranging from 1217 to
the Dissolution of the monasteries
over 300 years later in the
sixteenth century.

Garendon was founded as a
Cistercian Abbey in 1133 on land
given by Robert “le Bossu” de
Beaumont, 2nd Earl of Leicester.
(2) The Abbey was an early
daughter establishment of
Waverley Abbey in Surrey, the
first Cistercian establishment in
England. Waverley had been
founded in 1128, being descended
from l'Aumone in France, as were
The Garendon Abbey floor tile and its wooden tray. seven others in France. Waverley
As more of the medieval tile (Reproduced by permission of Leicestershire
also gave rise to twelve other
collection was photographed, two County Council, object ref.: L.A152.1963.)
establishments in Britain including
fragments of floor tiles almost identical to the Garendon tile
those at Forde (1136); Thame (1137); Bruern (1147); Combe
came to light - one from Ulverscroft Priory, the other from
(1150); and Grace Dieu (1226). Garendon itself gave rise to
excavations at Mountsorrel Castle. All three tiles looked as
Bordesley in 1138 and Biddlesden in 1147. Burton considers
if they might be contemporary. Added to this was the
that the rapid expansion of Cistercian abbeys blossomed into
discovery that further tiles of the same design had also been
the greatest, most adventurous monastic movement in
found at Leicester Abbey. (1) The Garendon tile and its
Britain (3), and by the end of King Stephen's reign (1154)
counterparts appeared to be amongst the earliest medieval
there were more than fifty Cistercian religious houses in
floor tiles found in Leicestershire, and I set out to find out
Britain. (4) A further 34 establishments were added by the
more. My research started by looking in more detail into
close of the twelfth century. Thus Cistercian ideas and art
these Leicestershire examples, and went on to identify
spread quickly in Britain, and the approach to art within all
parallels from elsewhere in Britain. It also led me to the
the establishments also had similar characteristics.
continent, to the Cistercian order and their approach to art
and design, and to finding examples of similar tiles from
Like Garendon Abbey, Ulverscroft Priory was also founded
France. This paper traces these investigations, and concludes
by the 2nd Earl of Leicester - as a hermitage in 1139 and as
by attempting to place the Garendon tile and the similar
an Augustinian monastery in 1174. Leicester Abbey was
Leicestershire examples in the context of early medieval
founded in 1143, again by the 2nd Earl of Leicester. Its
tile-making.
claustral ranges, including the Chapter House, were

Close up of the inscription on the Garendon tile tray. (Reproduced by permission of Leicestershire County Council, object ref.:
L.A152.1963.)
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completed by the end of the twelfth century under the
patronage of Petronilla (d.1212), the wife of Robert de
Beaumont, 3rd Earl of Leicester. (5) Garendon Abbey was
dissolved in 1536, Leicester Abbey surrendered in 1538, and
Ulverscroft Priory in 1539. Mountsorrel Castle had been
founded by Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester in c1080. In 1151,
Robert “le Bossu”, Earl of Leicester acquired its tenancy. It
fell to King Henry II’s forces in 1174, and was retained by
the king when the Earl of Leicester’s lands were restored to
him in 1177. The tower and other buildings were repaired
and refurbished in the 1190s, and again in King John’s reign.
Mountsorrel became the scene of fighting when the struggle
broke out between King John and his barons in 1215.
According to Nichols, the castle was considered to be ‘a nest
of the Devil and a den of thieves and robbers’, and was
destroyed soon afterwards in 1217 on the orders of Henry
III, and was never rebuilt.
The Garendon Abbey Chapter House Floor Tile
The virtually complete floor tile from Garendon Abbey in
the Leicestershire Museums Service collection came from
the floor in the Abbey’s Chapter House. The tile has a bold
geometric relief or embossed design consisting of an outer
circle, interlaced with four semicircles which also interlace
at the centre of the tile. The original design may have been
done using a compass. Although the tile is well-worn, there
are still traces of dark green glaze remaining in the
impressions on the surface of the tile. The dimensions of the
tile are: 6 & 7/16” (164mm) square, but the tile is broken
and it was almost certainly 6.5” square when complete. It
was made with local Leicestershire clay, and laid on top of
earlier plain floor tiles, indicating (in the author’s opinion) a
refurbishment of Garendon Abbey took place sometime after
its establishment of the initial building in 1133.
The Garendon Abbey tile has a purpose-made wooden tray.
It is expertly made from pine with a stopped chamfer on
each side and a single dovetail joint at the corners. A close
examination of the joint reveals the craftsman’s marking out.
The joints would have been very well-fitting when they were
cut. The base of the tray is rebated in and held with panel
pins. It seems likely that the box would have been made by
an estate carpenter. On the top side of the tray is the
following inscription written in a calligraphic hand on a
narrow strip of paper and attached to the tray, and reads:
Tile, belonging to Garendon Abbey, discovered in the wall
during the late alterations at the Hall Garendon Park, 1865.
After the Reformation, Garendon Abbey, later to become
Garendon Hall, from 1684 up until May 1964 belonged to
the ancestors of the present de Lisle family. By 1865, the
date of the alterations referred to on the wooden tray, the
hall was in the hands of Ambrose Lisle March Phillipps de
Lisle (1809-1878) who had inherited the property from his

father in 1862. Between 1865-6, he invited Edward Welby
Pugin, the son of Augustus Welby Pugin, to submit plans to
update and alter the hall. Pugin’s elaborate designs were for
a complete replacement house, which had they been fully
implemented would, according to one source, have created
‘one of the great Gothic revival houses in England’. (6) For
various reasons, the hall was only partially modernised – the
most noticeable changes being a substantial re-modelling of
the hall’s roof, and the addition of a large rear extension
with a 100 foot long picture gallery. Given the proximity of
the date on the tile box to the date of the modernisation
plans, it is likely that the tile was removed from ‘the wall’ as
part of this work. This also suggests the tile had been
removed some time previously from its original position in
the chapter house floor, and moved either for practical or
decorative purposes to a wall of the hall. The de Lisle family
finally left Garendon in 1964, moving first to Grace Dieu
Manor (where they had previously resided from 1885 to
1907), then to Quenby Hall. The tile came into the
Leicestershire Museums collection the year before, in 1963.
The Tiles from Leicester Abbey, Ulverscroft Priory, and
Mountsorrel Castle
Whitcomb records two almost complete tiles and five
fragments from Leicester Abbey in Leicester [City] Museum
collections that are virtually identical in design to the tile
from Garendon Abbey. (7) These are described as: Size:
6.5” X 6.5” X 0.9”; Glaze: olive green, possibly mixed with
or used over a little white slip. Clay: light brick red with
grey core, very coarse and gritty; warped, surface badly
cracked.

Tile
design
from
Leicester Abbey, as
illustrated in Whitcomb,
p.136. (Reproduced with
acknowledgement to the
Leicestershire
Archaeological
and
Historical Society.)

The tile fragment from Ulverscroft Priory in the
Leicestershire Museums Service collection also appears to
be similar in design to the Garendon and Leicester Abbey
tiles. Both the Ulverscroft and the Mountsorrel Castle tile
fragments are recorded in Whitcomb, the Ulverscroft one
being ‘1 small fragment, similar to above [Leicester
Abbey]’. This fragment measures approximately 90mm X
80mm at its widest dimensions.
The more substantial and well-preserved piece of floor tile
from Mountsorrel Castle in the Leicestershire Museums
collection has little, if any, signs of wear, and appears to be
the same design as the more complete worn Garendon tile in
25
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the collection. Its longest measurement is comparable in size
to both the Garendon or Leicester Abbey tiles. It has more
dark green glazing remaining than the Garendon tile, and is
described in Whitcomb as: Glaze: trace of brownish green;
bubbled and opaque, probably through underfiring. Clay:
dirty grey, full of very coarse grit; soft.

thirteenth century onwards when demand for paving tiles
significantly increased.

The early geometric designs of tiles of the late twelfth and
early thirteenth centuries are very strongly associated with
the Cistercians. The Cistercian order developed in France
and spread elsewhere including Britain, and the artistic
concepts of the order are also to be found in British
Additional similar Tiles found in Leicestershire
Cistercian religious houses. The geometric designs used on
Enquiries at the Rectory Museum in Loughborough revealed
the tiles were in keeping with Cistercian beliefs. The French
the existence of several other fragments of tiles from
Abbot, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) is credited
Garendon Abbey with very similar design characteristics,
as the founder of Cistercianism after he became dissatisfied
these having been found during the
with what he considered to be ostentatious
archaeological excavation there by
Benedictine monasticism. (10) St Bernard
Loughborough Archaeological and
in his Apologia, written c1124-5,
Historical Society. Further work is required
condemned the representation of saints,
to discover if any of the more recent
angels, sacred images and bright colours in
archaeological excavations in Leicester and
floor tiles where they would be dirtied and
Leicestershire have revealed similar types
worn. He considered these images to be
of tiles.
inappropriate in a monastic building where
the simple life, poverty and contemplation
Discussion
prevailed. It was considered quite
appropriate for Cistercian monks to be
Tile workshops are thought to have been
involved in the actual tile-making process.
introduced to Britain by the Romans, the
Initially there were no decorated tiled
craftsmen being from the Roman military.
pavements in the Cistercian houses, and
Whilst local civilians may have learnt the
there are no pavements in France that can
craft from the Romans, there is little
be firmly dated before 1190. However, by
evidence to suggest tiling was carried on in
the last quarter of the twelfth century
Britain for some time after the withdrawal
decorated tiled pavements became more
of the Roman forces. (7) Glazed tiles in Tile fragment from Mountsorrel
widely adopted. The early thirteenth century
Britain are rare before about 1225. The first Castle. (Reproduced by
French Cistercian decorated tile pavements
examples of decorated floor tiles found in permission of Leicestershire
typically consisted of elements assembled
England are from late tenth century County Council, object ref.:
into geometric designs. These tile designs,
L.A323.1956.)
monastic sites including Winchester, Bury
unlike many later medieval tile designs,
St Edmunds, St Albans, Polesworth and York. Eames
carry no indication of the benefactor of those establishments.
considers the manufacture of decorated and plain glazed
This was also in accordance with the Cistercian principles.
floor tiles was probably fully developed on the continent
before being introduced into England, and that the first
Tile-making required specialist skills. The tiles were made
English examples of medieval tiled pavements were most
from clay, usually dug locally, and left to weather over
likely made by foreign tilers. (8) She also suggests that tiles
winter, with the drier summer months being used to make
decorated in relief, both glazed and unglazed, are known to
and fire the tiles. Their manufacture required knowledge and
have been used in the early period especially in the
skills in design, wood carving, glass, decoration, slips and
Rhineland, and it is possible the Rhenish tilers introduced
glazing, kiln construction and firing. Temperatures required
their techniques into medieval England, especially in East
to fire tiles were typically 1000 degrees centigrade, and with
Anglia. (9)
no scientific means available to measure kiln temperatures,
It is not until the later part of the twelfth century when a
more lasting decorated floor tile industry was established in
Britain, that floor tiles and pavements start to appear as part
of high status and monastic buildings. These would have
been specially commissioned from master craftsmen by
wealthy patrons and establishments. Commercially
organised workshops producing smaller size tiles on a larger
production scale are a feature of the period from the later
26

this had to be done by experience, with variations in
temperature partly accounting for why medieval tiles of the
same design can appear very different.
The earlier English pavements of the twelfth century may
have been made by tilers coming over from continental
Cistercian abbeys who then passed on their skills in
England. It is also possible that some of the early pavement
tiles found in England may have been made on the continent
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and imported by boat. English tiles of the early period are
heavy and thick, being very different to modern-day tiles,
and quite different even to those of a few hundred years
later. Relief tiles are thought to be the oldest decorated type.
The technique used for these was to carve the design on a
wooden block (a very rare example having been found at
Barnstaple and now in the British Museum) in either relief
or counter relief, and use the block to impress or stamp the
design into the clay tile before it was fired. Such stamps
continued to be used until they were worn out, when a
replacement was made (if the design was still in vogue),
copying the original design, with or without extra
embellishments. With no copyright, tilers could re-use
designs. Colour, where used, was added by the application
of a brown, green or black glaze. Firing required ovens
capable of withstanding the extremely high firing
temperatures, and a good source of fuel to stoke the fire.
As demand increased and the craft of tiling became
established in England, it seems likely that whilst some of
the monasteries had
their own craftsmen
monks or lay brothers
making tiles, there
were
independent
master craftsmen tilers
becoming established
who would have
travelled around the
country from one
Floor tile fragment from Ulverscroft commission to the
Priory. (Reproduced by permission next. If it could be
of Leicestershire County Council, proven that a common
object ref.: 362IL.1977.1.0.)
tile mould was used
for different establishments, this could point to travelling
tilers taking their moulds with them. Scientific analysis of
the tiles could also cast further light on where the materials
used came from. Although little is known about the
individual tilers, specialist decorative tile-craftsmen could
find themselves in considerable demand and could be called
upon by the King to leave a site to carry out royal work
instead. It is also thought that the person doing the design or
carving the wooden stamps, may have been a different
person to the actual tile-maker. (11) In the early period of
the craft, tiles were usually made close to where they were to
be used, and it has also been suggested that early floor tilers
may have joined a local roof tiling workshop, either for the
whole of their working life, or temporarily until the time
came to move on to another customer elsewhere. (12).
Returning to the Garendon tile and the search for parallels in
Europe and in Britain, for the period between 1190-1220,
geometric embossed designs have been found in France on
pavements at Cîteaux and three of its daughter houses. (13)

Tiles with designs closely comparable to the Leicestershire
tiles from Garendon Abbey, Leicester Abbey, Ulverscroft
Priory, and Mountsorrel Castle have been identified at
Cîteaux itself (14), Pontigny (15), Chaalis near to Paris; and
also in Switzerland and in Hungary. The Leicestershire tiles
clearly show links between the continent and England.
Similar floor tiles have also been found in Britain at
Waverley Abbey (founded in 1128 and reconstructed
between 1201-08) (16), Warden Abbey, Bedfordshire,
(founded 1135); Boxley Abbey, Kent, (founded 1146); and
Sawley Abbey, Lancashire, (founded 1148). The tile
pavements were possibly not included in the original
building work.
Furthermore, a remarkable group of twelfth century tiles and
their kiln site have been discovered at North Berwick, East
Lothian, Scotland. (17) It was confidently established that
the kiln had been the site of tile manufacture for the nearby
Cistercian convent which had been established c1150.
Among the finds were broken ornamental tiles, wasters and
other debris. Richardson concluded that the kiln had been
dismantled after the work was complete. The East Lothian
floor tile illustrated here is again identical to the Garendon
tile. (18) A number of similar designs were also found there.
Writing in 1956, Whitcomb
identified eight major groups
of medieval floor tiles in
Leicestershire over a period
of 350 years. The three
earliest
groups
were
‘Embossed’, ‘Wessex’ and
‘Westminster’
which
Whitcomb considered ‘owed
their presence in the county to Floor tile from North
Berwick convent. (After the
the
importance
and Scottish Archaeological
accessibility of Leicester’. Research Framework, 6.1.)
Although not precisely dated,
the Leicester Abbey, Ulverscroft and Mountsorrel Castle
tiles described here were categorised as belonging to the
embossed group considered to be the earliest of the medieval
floor tile groups in Leicestershire, with parallels elsewhere
for which Whitcomb suggested a thirteenth century date.
‘These handsome green-glazed tiles may have been ordered
for Leicester Abbey when they were the latest fashion, but
the skill needed to make them, doubtless resulting in
expense, and the discomfort of walking on their bumpy
surface may have limited their distribution.’ (19) Although
not listed in Whitcomb, the Garendon tile clearly belongs to
the same embossed type.
Thirty years later, a paper appeared in the Proceedings of the
Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History which was to
challenge the dating and development of early medieval tiles
27
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in England. (20) Using the evidence from tiles found during
excavations at Orford Castle, the authors demonstrated
through the relationship of tiles to building fabric, that tiles
found in the oven and fireplace formed part of the original
fabric of the castle dating to c1165-67 making the Orford tiles
among the earliest glazed floor tiles in the country. With little
ceramic building materials surviving for the middle of the
twelfth century when the manufacture of ceramics on a
significant scale re-started in Britain after the Romans, the
Orford tiles are rare datable artefacts from this period. The
geometric designs on the Orford tiles were identified as being
comparable with Cistercian designs from north-west Europe,
especially France, and as ‘a type of floor tile which was
current there in the later twelfth to early thirteenth centuries’.
Whilst it has been thought that the geometric tile designs
originated from continental Cistercians, the early dating of
tiles with geometric designs at Orford Castle to 1165-7 has
raised questions as to whether the original design concept was
Cistercian (21), although it is quite possible that the Orford
tiles were made elsewhere and shipped into the port of Orford,
possibly from the continent.
Firm dates for the Leicestershire examples have not proved
possible, but it seems most likely from the foregoing
discussion that that the tiles discussed here were laid down
during the period 1190-1220. Whilst the Orford tiles have
some design similarities with the Garendon tile, they are by
no means identical and it cannot be said that the
Leicestershire embossed / impressed group discussed here are
as early as the Orford tiles. (22) However, from the above
discussions, it seems likely the Leicestershire tiles may have
an earlier start date than originally thought and date to c11901220. The major refurbishment work at Mountsorrel Castle
between the 1190s and 1217 (23), also suggests an early
thirteenth century date or earlier for the Mountsorrel Castle
piece of tile, unless it was a later stray from elsewhere, or an
unused / unusable tile from elsewhere.
To what extent the common element of the Earls of Leicester
and Garendon Abbey, Mountsorrel Castle, Ulversroft Priory
and Leicester Abbey led to a use of common tile designs
remains a matter for speculation. All four were high status
buildings and the tiles were commensurate with this, being
specially commissioned, not commercially produced. What
we are seeing in Leicestershire are designs with parallels
elsewhere – was the design originally done for the Earl of
Leicester and then made use of elsewhere, or were the
Leicestershire tiles made by craftsmen who used the design
from elsewhere? One notable difference between the three
Leicestershire religious foundations is that Garendon Abbey
was a Cistercian foundation whilst Leicester Abbey and
Ulverscroft Priory were Augustinian. Mountsorrel Castle was
not established in a religious context, although it may have
had a chapel.
28

Geometric designs, although extensively used by the
Cistercians as a reflection of the order’s doctrine, were not
exclusive to the order. What the Leicestershire group does
also suggest is that not only did the abbeys of one order
share designs, but that these were also shared by different
orders.
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Publishing in Nineteenth Century
Leicestershire
J. D. Bennett

T

he nineteenth century saw an enormous growth in
local publishing. An increasing population, an
expanding middle class, the growth in adult literacy
among the middle and working classes, advances in printing
technology and improved distribution networks, all resulted
in an output of books, pamphlets, newspapers and
periodicals that would have astonished the inhabitants of
eighteenth century Leicestershire.

Improvements in printing played a major part in the massive
expansion of published material in the nineteenth century.

Throughout the nineteenth century, local publishers were
frequently also booksellers and stationers, and sometimes
printers and bookbinders as well. In Leicester, there were
seventeen booksellers by 1863, a remarkable number, when
the population of the town was still only about 68,000.
Though not the oldest booksellers in Leicester (that was
probably Thomas Chapman Browne at the “Bible and
Crown” in the Market Place), most enterprising and
significant were the brothers John and Thomas Spencer,
‘English & foreign booksellers, publishers, librarians,
photographers, stationers, bookbinders and general printers’.
Their shop, also in the Market Place, opened in 1853, and
sold new books, some second-hand ones (mostly local) and
‘surplus books at reduced prices’ (remainders). It also
housed a flourishing circulating library established in 1854,
which by 1895 had 28,000 volumes and 500 subscribers; and
in addition they were local agents for the Ordnance Survey.
One of J. & T. Spencer’s first publications was their
Illustrated Leicester Almanack, issued annually from 1855.
Other publications included various guides to Leicester and

Charnwood Forest, maps of Leicester and its environs,
James Thompson's History of Leicester in the Eighteenth
Century (1871), Mary Kirby's autobiography Leaflets from
my Life (1887), Mrs T. Fielding Johnson's Glimpses of
Ancient Leicester (1891) and William Andrews’ Bygone
Leicestershire (1892).
Topographical and historical books were a significant part of
the output from publishers in the county, partly reflecting a
growing interest by readers in their surroundings and travel.
For example, at Market Harborough, William Harrod
published his History of Market Harborough and its Vicinity
in 1808. At the spa town of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Thomas
Wayte published An Historical and Descriptive Account of
the Castle in 1824, A Descriptive and Historical Guide to
Ashby-de-la-Zouch in 1831, and An Essay on Bathing, with
Remarks on the Mineral Water at Ashby-de-la-Zouch and
Moira by Dr W. R. Cubitt; also at Ashby, William Hextall
published A Topographical History of the County of
Leicester by the Rev. John Curtis in 1831, and The History
and Description of Ashby-de-la-Zouch in 1852. At Melton
Mowbray, William Loxley published Melton Mowbray in
Olden Times in 1879 and Chronological Events in the
History of Melton Mowbray in 1889, both by the Rev John
Ward. While at Loughborough, Harry Wills published the
Rev W. G. Dimock Fletcher’s Historical Handbook to
Loughborough in 1881, his History of Loughborough in
1887, and Wills’s Illustrated Guide to Loughborough in
1889, to celebrate the incorporation of the town as a
municipal borough the previous year.

Charnwood Forest with Illustrations by T. R. Potter was
jointly published in 1842 by Hamilton Adams & Co. London,
R. Allen of Nottingham, and E. Allen of Leicester.
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Books issued jointly by two or more local publishers, as well
as by a London firm, seem to have been quite common,
particularly in the 1840s. The Midland Counties Railway
Companion (1840), Thomas Rossell Potter’s Walks round
Loughborough (1840) and History and Antiquities of
Charnwood Forest (1842) were published jointly by Edward
Allen in Leicester and Richard Allen in Nottingham, and
James Thompson's History of Leicester (1849) by J. S.
Crossley and Thompson & Son.
As trade grew during the century, so did the need for
business directories. Though many nineteenth century
Leicestershire directories were published elsewhere, notably
by William White at Sheffield and Frederic Kelly in
London, or included in the national commercial directories
issued by William Holden, James Pigot and Isaac Slater,
some were published locally, usually by booksellers or
printers. Leicester directories were published in 1815 by
John Fowler, in 1827 by Thomas Combe (whose father and
namesake had published Susanna Watts’ Walk through
Leicester in 1804), several in the 1840s by Thomas Cook, in
1875 by Samuel Barker and a series by Christopher Norton
Wright, the only full-time local directory publisher. An
organisation called the Leicestershire Trade Protection
Society also published two local directories in 1870 and
1875, and Harry Wills issued a number of editions of A
Loughborough Almanac, Diary, Trade and Street Directory
in the last quarter of the century.

with varying success. The Leicester Herald arrived on the
scene in 1827, followed by the Leicestershire Mercury
(1836) and Payne’s Leicester & Midland Counties
Advertiser (1842), which became the Leicester Advertiser
(‘the farmers’ friend’). These papers often had more than
just a local sale. By the early 1830s, the Leicester Journal,
for instance, had adopted the subtitle of the Midland
Counties General Advertiser (‘Circulated through the
principal Towns and populous Villages in the counties of
Leicester, Lincoln, Rutland, Nottingham, Derby, Stafford,
Warwick, Northampton, Cambridge, &c.’).
Though the newspaper duty had been reduced in 1836 perhaps resulting in the appearance of the short-lived
Loughborough Telegraph (1837), published by Daniel
Cartwright (who was also an assessor of taxes) - and
increased circulation was lowering cover prices, it was the
abolition of the tax on advertisements in 1853, the stamp
duty in 1855 and finally that on raw paper in 1861 that
resulted in a huge expansion of provincial newspaper titles.
The Loughborough Illustrated News (1854), hoping perhaps
to take advantage of the success of the national illustrated
weeklies which had appeared in the 1840s, the Market
Harborough Advertiser (1856), the Leicester News (1857),
the Leicester Guardian (1857), the Loughborough Monitor
(1857), the Midland Free Press (1858) which had moved
from Kettering to Leicester, the Melton Mowbray Times
(1859) and the Hinckley Journal (1859) all appeared in
fairly quick succession.
The 1860s saw the publication of a further crop of local
papers - the Ashby Advertiser (1861), the Ashby-de-la-Zouch
News (1861), the Harborough News (1861), the Hinckley
News (1861), the Leicester Express (1861), another
Leicester News (1861), the Loughborough News (1861), the
Melton News (1861), and towards the end of the decade, the
Loughborough Advertiser (1868), the Lutterworth Mercury
(1869) and the Lutterworth News (1869).

C. N. Wright’s Directory of Leicester, 1885-6, published in
Leicester, Tomkin & Shardlow, printers, 8 St Martins.

Provincial newspapers were a key growth area of provincial
publishing during the nineteenth century and as discussed by
Fraser, they could ‘both guide and reflect local public
opinion’. In the early part of the century there were only two
newspapers published in Leicestershire - the Leicester
Journal (1753) and the Leicester Chronicle (1810), but
between then and 1900 a large number of titles appeared,
30

These newspapers were all published weekly, and it was not
until about 1870 that local dailies began to appear. The
Leicester Daily Mail which had begun as the weekly
Leicester Mail in 1865, became a daily in 1869, then
reverted to a weekly in 1870. That same year, the Leicester
Daily Express set out its aims in its first issue in February ‘ln these days events move with great rapidity . . . [and]
unless immediately chronicled, they run the risk of being
buried and forgotten ere they have seen the light’ - but lasted
only a few months. The Leicester Daily Post (1872) was
rather more successful and continued into the next century,
while the Leicester (Daily) Mercury (1874) is still with us.
There were also several attempts at publishing evening
papers - the relatively successful Leicester Evening News
(1872), the short-lived Leicester Evening Post (1874) and
the Leicester Evening Standard (1885).
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An early copy of the Loughborough Monitor, 9th January 1868. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)

Other local papers which began publication in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century included the Ashby-de-laZouch Gazette (1876), the Loughborough Home News
(1876), the Loughborough Herald and North Leicestershire
Gazette (1880), the Melton Mowbray Herald (1881), the
Melton Mowbray Mercury (1881), another Melton Mowbray
Times (1887), the Hinckley Times (1889), the Loughborough
Echo (1891), another Leicester Daily Express (1892), the
Coalville Times (1893), the Loughborough Examiner (1894)
and the Hinckley Free Press (1897).
The proprietors and publishers of this multitude of new
papers included auctioneer Benjamin Payne, who had been
part-owner of the Leicester Journal before launching
Payne’s Leicester and Midland Counties Advertiser;
bookseller Albert Cockshaw, founder of the Leicestershire
Mercury; local historian James Thompson, who had been an
owner of the Leicester Chronicle before founding the
Leicester Daily Mercury; his successor, bookseller Francis
Hewitt who owned not only the Mercury but later also the
Leicester Chronicle, the Leicester Daily Post and the
Loughborough Herald; and William Penn Cox who came to
own both the Leicester Advertiser and the Loughborough
Monitor.
As well as various amalgamations and changes of title, many
of these new local papers were fairly short-lived, some
lasting only a few years, and in some cases only a few
months. It is not difficult to see why: in spite of the increase
in adult literacy from the 1870s onwards, and a welcome
reduction in cover prices - in the 1830s the Leicester Journal
cost 7d., but by 1863 was 3d., the same price as the
Chronicle and the Advertiser, and by 1877 had been reduced
to 2d.; most of the other local titles cost 1d., while the
Leicester Daily Mercury, when launched in 1874, was only
½d. - there were simply too many titles competing for what
was still a relatively limited market. Though old-established
papers like the Leicester Journal and Leicester Chronicle
survived into the twentieth century, only a handful of new
local titles did so.
Two monthly periodicals which began publication in 1835
were the Leicester Conservative Standard, aimed at a largely
middle class market, and the Leicester Corporation and

Parochial Reformer, which supported the newly elected
Liberal Corporation, and being much cheaper, attracted a
wider readership. Neither, however, was long-lived; the
Reformer ceased publication in 1836 and the Standard in
1837. The Midland Counties Illuminator, a weekly Chartist
journal, had an even shorter life. Thomas Cooper, who
returned to Leicester (his birthplace) in 1840, took over its
editorship from the veteran radical George Bown in 1841
and began a new series, printed ‘on larger and better paper
and with better type’, which published sixteen issues before
it closed down later that year, following pressure from
Leicester Corporation. The Leicestershire Movement; or,
Voices from the Frame and the Factory, the Field and the
Rail which began publication in 1850 was also published
weekly. ‘We propose an attempt to stimulate the minds of
our working brethren’, announced its introductory address
hopefully. It survived till June of that year, its nineteen
issues including contributions from people like Chartist poet
William Jones of Cosby.
Aimed at a very different market, but also short-lived, were
the Leicester Magazine (1848), the Leicester New Monthly
Magazine (1853), the Midland Counties Historical Collector
(1855) and the Leicestershire Magazine (1861), a monthly
published by Thomas Henry Cleveland, a printer and
manager of the Leicester Guardian.
Rather more successful was Leicestershire and Rutland
Notes and Queries and Antiquarian Gleaner, a quarterly
edited and published by John and Thomas Spencer, which
began in 1889. They set out their aims in the first issue: ‘It
has long been our desire to place on permanent record the
antiquities, archaeology, folk-lore, quaint manorial customs,
popular superstitions, old wives’ fables, provincial dialects,
old records of our County (Leicester) and the adjoining
County of Rutland ... . We think a publication such as this ...
will be the means of effecting this’. The deaths of the two
founders in 1892 and 1893 were no doubt partly responsible
for the periodical’s demise in 1895. The original Notes and
Queries was a monthly founded in 1849 and the formula was
adopted by a number of local publishers to produce county
versions.
31
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Leicester ABC Railway Guide which began publication in
1875 and continued until 1967. It gave up-to-date details
of fares and services to places far and near which could
reached by rail from Leicester, and was originally
produced by Frederick William Spridgeons Clarke, an
enterprising Leicester printer, who also published a shortlived, humorous magazine called the Midland Jackdaw
(1878).
By the late nineteenth century Leicester had become an
important publishing and printing town, a trend that
continued well into the twentieth century.
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The Wyvern, an illustrated weekly periodical, began
publication in 1891. From the beginning it carried a
biographical article featuring prominent local people, each
one illustrated by a portrait. It also included a great deal of
local historical information on such subjects as windmills,
old inns, the conduit, Richard III’s coffin, the 1826 Leicester
election, Susanna Watts, peace rejoicings in 1815, Plough
Monday, the execution and gibbeting of James Cook and
local weather. The Wyvern became the Leicester Guardian
in 1899 and survived until 1906.
Interestingly, for many years Leicester also had its own
monthly local railway timetable, a mini version of the ABC
Railway Guide, and much easier to use than the official
railway timetables or Bradshaw’s Guide. This was Clarke’s
32

Clarke’s Leicester
ABC Railway Guide
continued to be
published well into
the 1960s.
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The Leicester and Leicestershire
Civil Defence Corps, 1948 – 1968
Jed Jaggard

T

he greatest contribution to the end of the war in the
Far East in World War Two was the dropping of two
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This was
the culmination of the Manhattan project, a research and
development project which had been initiated during the
War, bringing together scientists from the allied nations to
work on the creation of a new type of weapon which was to
have unimaginable destructive
power.

This article aims to provide an overview of the setting up
and operation of the Civil Defence Corps in Leicester and
Leicestershire.

Leicestershire and Rutland were potentially dangerous
places to live in the early stages of the Cold War. During the
Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962, contemporary
government assessments
identified a number of key
local targets. These included
targets from neighbouring
counties where the subsequent
blast and fall-out from these
would also have caused
serious
problems
in
Leicestershire. The basing of
USAF bombers in eastern
England in the 1950s and 60s
further added to the risk of
The Civil Defence Corps badges worn on the beret and nuclear attack.

The post-war period saw the
development of nuclear
weapons with even greater
destructive capabilities. At the
same time, relations between the
Western Allies and the USSR
began to deteriorate rapidly.
Meanwhile, the USSR had also
begun to develop its own
nuclear weapons and by 1949
left breast pocket, showing the King’s Crown and the
was the second ‘super power’ to Queen’s Crown. (Author’s collection.)
There
was
no
fixed
have a growing arsenal of them.
requirement for numbers of personnel in each local section
The development of atomic and nuclear weapons signalled a
nor for each county as a whole, and, as such, some areas
new era and the start of the period now termed the ‘Cold
would be able to respond better than others. Initial planning
War’ as the world looked to be moving towards what many
in the Leicester city and the county was based upon the first
saw as the brink of a catastrophic Armageddon. With
training exercise in late 1949, when the nucleus of the local
growing concern, governments across the world sought to
Corps played out various scenarios to establish the current
plan for what would happen to a country and its survivors
effectiveness of the county’s readiness to combat a major
after a nuclear attack, and to re-evaluate their strategies for a
crisis, and to assess what resources were needed to improve
military and civilian response, including plans for
the safety of its population. As expected, the exercise
evacuation and the provision of medical aid and food
revealed major weaknesses in the defence of the city and
supplies.
county, and a recruitment drive was instigated.
Britain was to develop its own nuclear capability by the
early 1950s but as soon as the USSR had started to acquire
its own nuclear weapons, the need for an updated civil
defence organisation in the country was recognised and
quickly acted on. This saw the passing of the Civil Defence
Act of 1948 which required all local authorities to provide a
primarily volunteer-based body of men and women to
augment civilian services and authorities in times of war or
emergency. Known as the Civil Defence Corps, each local
division included a Headquarters Section which was divided
into Intelligence and Operations, Scientific and
Reconnaissance, and a Signals section. Other branches
within the local division were the Warden, Rescue, Welfare,
Ambulance and First Aid sections.

Recruitment proved to be a challenge throughout Britain,
with people seeing the war as won and the Corps as a waste
of time. Several films were produced showing fictional Civil
Defence scenarios, and were shown at cinemas to encourage
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recruitment. Also available for showing at cinemas were
public information films which provided help and advice on
what to do in a nuclear attack. However these would only be
shown if war was threatened.
The Waking Point, produced by the Crown Film Unit in
1951, was a notable recruitment film which followed the
fictional Joe Mercer, the ‘ordinary man in the street’, who
comes to believe the best way to help people in all scenarios
is to join the Civil Defence Corps after his son is involved in
an accident. British Pathé also filmed several training
sessions involving the Corps in order to both document the
Corps and stimulate recruitment.
As happened elsewhere, the Leicester and Leicestershire
Corps also had promotional stands with posters, usually
accompanied by leaflets, and a few members who toured
around the county to cinemas, markets and fetes to enable
people to seek advice and gather information about the
role of the Corps. Recruitment in the county rose
gradually in the 1950s, when the threat to the country was
perceived as high. In November 1949, the city and county
divisions numbered 257 but by February 1950 this had
risen to 325, and 3000 by November 1953. By October
1956 this had increased again to 4809.

demolition by the council, providing they demolished them
during their training for free.
What is now St Mary’s car park in Melton Mowbray was
used by first aid parties for practice. A Melton resident,
Norman Agar, remembers having theatrical make-up applied
as a boy and being left in the waste ground to be ‘rescued’.
Unfortunately he was forgotten about and as he emerged
onto Norman Street, he shocked a lorry driver with what
appeared to be an horrific injury.
The headquarters for much of the Corps existence in
Leicestershire was a joint county and city command at 50-52
Belvoir Street in Leicester. In 1967, a new reinforced
building was provided on Abbey Lane in Leicester, where
ASDA now stands.

A rather forlorn looking picture of the ‘new’ reinforced building on

Upon joining, the new member would receive a
Abbey Lane from 2010. (Photograph online on 28 Days Later
membership card, and after training, would be issued with Forum, unable to trace original source.)
a uniform similar to army battledress in midnight blue.
Women were recruited to the Civil Defence Corps in post
The uniform bore the corps badge on the left breast pocket
war Britain. By the late 1950s they made up well over 90%
with the area title underneath. Shoulder titles displayed the
of the Welfare sections, and a third to a half of the
branch of service the member belonged to. Badges of rank,
Headquarters sections. They were however, barred from the
proficiency and role would be added upon the passing of the
Rescue sections, ostensibly on account of the nature of the
relevant course. Qualifications gained in other civilian
work, the official line being that this was not work for a
organisations, such as St John’s Ambulance and the British
‘normal
woman’. Some women did though learn basic
Red Cross, could also be displayed. Issue of uniform was
rescue skills as part of Warden training.
slow, however, and armbands were issued as a stop-gap at
first, although these were later retained. Some members who
The Corps member most people would see on a regular
had served in World War Two wore their old uniforms. In
basis, was the Warden. Filling much the same role as an Air
January 1953, the Leicester Mercury reported that the Head
Raid Precautions Warden in World War Two, a civil defence
Warden of the Coalville Division, Mr L. E. Thompson was
Warden was responsible for a small area, usually a few
the first to get the new uniform in the city or county.
streets. Warden posts could be found in houses, meeting
halls, churches, and occasionally in pubs. There were 13 of
Training took place across the county at a local level,
the latter in the Market Harborough Division alone,
usually in village halls, but more specialist training took
including
the Rose and Crown at Thurnby, the Royal Oak at
place at specific centres. Billesdon took county recruits with
Great Glen and the Shoulder of Mutton at Foxton.
the main training centre at Rufford in Nottinghamshire. The
site at Billesdon was a former prisoner of war camp known
as “Extown”, now a council recycling depot and a nature
reserve.
These centres had mock buildings, apparently bombed, that
members would learn to make safe and remove casualties
from. Training sessions were occasionally carried out on
waste ground or old bomb sites. The Market Harborough
Division was allowed to use some old houses marked for
34

A Corps Warden was a ‘jack of all trades’, who undertook
planning within his/her local area ready for responding to an
attack or emergency. Pre-attack evacuation, was envisaged
by the government and wardens would assist the Welfare
section with the moving of the population to safer areas.
Those Wardens in safe areas would also help the Welfare
section with billeting (which was a legal requirement in
times of war).
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Map of the Civil Defence Leicestershire Group Area 35C [Hinckley, Blaby and Lutterworth], c1950; showing the area,
sub area, sector, and warden post boundaries, and warden and sector post positions. (Reproduced by permission of
the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark DE8112.)

Post-attack, a Warden would assist with rescue, usually coordinating squads moving into a damaged area. He would
have identified buildings to be made into rest centres and
first aid posts in conjunction with those sections. Several
schools were identified as possible auxiliary hospitals should
they survive. Burbage Secondary Modern near Hinckley,
Broom Leys Primary School in Coalville and King Edward
VII in Melton Mowbray are just some examples. Wardens
would assess the suitability of these buildings as part of their
job.

moving in to provide aid. The Leicester Evening Mail
reported it as a ‘complete success’. In July 1956, again 200
volunteers took part in ‘Exercise Tin Hat’, which imagined a
nuclear bomb explode near Hinckley. Non-lethal radioactive
fall-out would be descending on the town, allowing units to
move into the area. Although there was serious damage and
several fires started, the Wardens posts survived. In October
1954, Exercise ‘Intergrate’ was held, when six counties
combined in the county and involved several thousand
people and over 100 vehicles.

To make sure the various members of the corps continued
their training and constant revision of their practices, large
scale exercises were undertaken across the county. Exercise
‘June’ in July 1952 had “Extown” bombed, with 200 people

To try and ensure there would be some chance of rescue and
co-ordination, especially in the most dangerous areas,
mobile columns were created in the counties. The idea was
that in the prelude to war, the column would move out of its
35
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local area to a safer place, and then, post-attack, return to
their local area to assist with rescue. This worked in theory,
but with the number of targets in the country, there were few
safe areas. The mobile column for the county was to be
stationed in Wales. Unfortunately this was next to a number
of possible targets and, as such, may not have survived.
In general, given the
small size and island
nature of Britain, it
would have been
difficult to find safety
from nuclear targets.
By the late 1960s, the
Government’s approach
to
this
dilemma
included
building
underground structures
Your Warden Lives Here sticker
for use by local,
to be displayed in the window of
their home; a pocket book regional and national
outlining procedures and useful government, providing
information, and an armband. instructions for the
(Author’s collection.)
general population on
how to protect their homes, and planning for full-scale
evacuation. Mass evacuation civil defence exercises took
place, and the mass exodus of people from the city and
county during each July to the East Coast towns, with the
large numbers of people and a greater number of traffic
movements, provided an opportunity to test evacuation and
traffic control. Leicester city’s Corps division ‘Kept Buses
Moving’ according to the Leicester Mercury in July 1967,
with 25 members using radios and controlling the flow of
buses into the city to take an estimated 8000 people away.
The Civil Defence Corps also had a valuable wider role.
Whilst the main focus of civil defence, in the eyes of the
public, remained as
preparing for nuclear
attack, the Corps also
provided
general
assistance for the public.
Transport and other civil
emergencies often tested
the Corps across the
country, enabling its
members to put part of
their training into
practice. They attended
aircraft and train
disasters. Searches of
areas for missing people
were also common. The
Aberfan disaster of 1966
36

saw Corps members on scene, digging through the
avalanche to reached trapped persons. One of the biggest
mobilisations was for the East Coast floods of 1953. Civil
Defence Divisions from across the country provided rescue
and welfare to those affected. The Leicester Mercury, in
March 1953, reported that just over 200 volunteers from the
Civil Defence and other organisations assisted with
operations in Sutton-on-Sea. In July 1964, Rugby Road
bridge in Lutterworth had suffered damage and the Rescue
section was called in to help with shoring up and making
safe to allow its use to traffic once again.
The Loughborough
Echo of 22nd March
1968, marked the
stand down of the
Civil Defence Corps.
(Reproduced by
permission of the
Record Office for
Leicestershire,
Leicester
and
Rutland.)

With the world entering a period of detente, economic slowdown and rising government debt, the Labour government
under Harold Wilson ordered a strategic defence review,
which was to report its findings with a view to
implementation in 1968. Amongst other economies made in
the sector, the Civil Defence Corps met the axe. Although
largely made up of volunteers, some were paid at
headquarters and training centres. The Corps maintained a
huge fleet of vehicles and a large amount of buildings.
Exercise costs, along with members receiving “bounty”
payment and expenses for training, meant costs were high.
Shortly afterwards, it was announced in January 1968 that
from the 31st March, the Corps was to be stood down. Many
reacted to the loss of the Corps with shock and disbelief, and
according to the Civil Defence Association’s website, many
of the Corps’ volunteers considered the real reasons for the
stand down were less to do with economics and more to do
with political expediency.
Thankfully, the Civil Defence Corps were never called upon
to perform their nuclear role in an actual attack.
Sources:

Bridge work, Rugby Road,
Lutterworth. (Reproduced by
permission of the Record Office
for Leicestershire, Leicester and
Rutland.)

Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland: Civil
Defence Archives.
Items from the Author’s Collection.
Blogspots, Forums and Oral History: Nick Marshall, Norman Agar,
28 Days Later.
Films: The Waking Point; A Warden and His Duties; British Pathé.
If anyone has information on the post-war Civil Defence Corps or
was in the corps in Leicestershire and Rutland, the author would be
pleased to hear from them -please email: jed_jaggard@yahoo.co.uk
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‘Though seas divide us, yet our hearts are one’:
The 1910 Homecoming to Leicester
Cynthia Brown

I

n September 1910 around 300 of Leicester’s ‘wandering
sons and daughters’ returned to the town for a weeklong ‘Homecoming’, the first event of its kind to take
place in Britain. As such, it was widely reported beyond
Leicester itself, and a telegram was received from the King
at Balmoral offering the Homecomers ‘a hearty welcome on
their return to the old country… [we] hope their visit will be
in every way an enjoyable one’. (1) The story of how this
unique event came about is fascinating in itself, as is the
range of countries to which the ‘exiles’ had migrated and
from where they were now returning; but this very brief
interlude in the history of Leicester has more to offer than its
novelty. The programme of activities organised for the
Homecomers by civic and business leaders reflects their
view of Leicester as an enterprising and progressive town: ‘a
largely new, greater, and thoroughly up-to-date
Leicester… unspeakably healthier, better and bigger’.
(2) This was an image that they hoped to promote well
beyond its own boundaries - even though many of its
own residents, struggling with long-term
unemployment or living in poverty in old defective
housing, might have found it difficult to recognise.
The Homecoming also proved an occasion for
reflection on international affairs at that time, both in
terms of obstacles to and opportunities for trade and
commerce; and in a world where war seemed at least
possible if not imminent, on relations between the
‘Mother Country’ and its Empire, and that ‘other great
English-speaking nation’, the United States.

Homecoming events – for former residents rather than later
reunions of college students - were by then relatively
common in the USA and Canada. They were first recorded
in New Hampshire in 1899, and Milwaukee had hosted its
own ‘Celebration’ in August 1909, commemorated with the
issue of a brass medal. (6) ‘Why not have a Homecoming to
Leicester?’ Mr Hill asked of Mr Crew on this occasion - to
which he replied ‘Why not?’. Both were immediately
‘consumed by the idea’ and took on the roles of Honorary
Organisers; but the practicalities of arranging such an event
were challenging to say the least. The Homecoming was
originally proposed for May 1910, as ‘the memory of the
hawthorn bloom was declared to be overwhelming. There
was a longing to see the violets, the buttercups and daisies,
and to “hear the skylark sing”, for nowhere are these so
“sweet and fair” as in the dear old homeland. (7)

The train of events that led to the Homecoming started
in 1908, we are told, with a pork pie. This was The cover of the Homecoming to Leicester Sept., 1910. Souvenir, by
supplied by the well-known Leicester pork butcher Edwin Crew. (From a copy loaned to the author. William Cecil
George Folwell, and sent as a Christmas present from Dunford, the artist, was an Assistant Schoolmaster employed by the
Edwin Crew, editor of the Midland Free Press (MFP), Leicester Education Authority in 1911.)
to friends in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the American
‘More prosaic considerations' caused it to be deferred until
Midwest. (3) The ‘pleasant memories of the old town’ that it
the week of Monday 19th September, not least the task of
prompted resulted in correspondence between Mr Crew and
contacting potential Homecomers across the world to invite
Henry Hill, superintendent of a large footwear factory in
them. ‘The Call’ was published through the Midland Free
Milwaukee, who was born in Leicester in 1847 and had
Press and carried to different parts of the UK as well as the
emigrated to the USA over 40 years before. (4) This was
USA, Canada, South and West Africa, India, Australia, New
published in the MFP, which had an extensive circulation in
Zealand and other countries to which Leicester ‘natives’ had
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and adjacent areas as well
migrated. In April 1910 a letter was also circulated from the
as Leicester itself, attracting more ‘reminiscent letters from
Mayor of Leicester, the Conservative wine merchant Cllr.
many other natives of Leicester abroad, all dominated by the
George Chitham, extending a ‘cordial invitation’ to Mr Hill
Homeland sentiment, and the love of early ties and
and to ‘any other Britishers who take advantage of what I
associations’. (5)
believe will be a great and unique gathering of natives of the
37
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old country’. Homecoming cards with pictures of Leicester’s
beauty spots were sent to every known address, followed by
‘pass on’ postcards to widen the field of contact. ‘The Call’
was also presented in poetic form, adapted from the
Milwaukee Homecoming Ode:
Wanderer, ‘tis the ‘Home Call’ sounding, Sounding
in your heart and soul: Come back home, oh!
Wandering children, Long you’ve wandered from the
fold. See my arms are outstretched to you, Will you
not obey the call? Your dear Leicester waits your
coming, In her home is room for all. (8)

family or friends. Among those disembarking from the
Canada at Liverpool by way of Montreal on the morning of
Sunday 18th September was Henry Hill himself. (11)
Arriving in Leicester by train later that day, he had an
emotional reunion with his brothers Austin aged 80, Joseph
75 – whom he had not seen for 50 years – and Thomas 66,
along with his sister Annie – and met another (unnamed)
brother for the first time: ‘Having been introduced to other
members of the family, he turned to a quiet little man who
was wearing a frock-coat, and silk hat, and who was
standing unobtrusively in the circle surrounding the home
corner. In the fullness of joy at his home-coming, Mr. Henry
Hill shook hands with everybody; he was
bubbling over with the high spirits and
cordiality of a man who has not visited the
land of his birth for many years. He shook
hands with the quiet, little man,
exclaiming, "How are you, sir?”. The quiet
little man was his brother, and he did not
know it. He had never seen him before…
it was most dramatic’. (12)

Another early arrival was Henry Green,
who had emigrated to New Zealand
around 1860. He was one of seven sons of
George Green, boot and shoe
manufacturer of Granby Street, former
High Bailiff, Mayor of Leicester in 1894
and a JP, who died in 1911 at the age of
95. Four of his brothers had also moved to
New Zealand, the eldest described as ‘one
Homecoming cartoon with Leicester’s Clock Tower, from the Homecoming to of the “Old Settlers” of the country’ (13)
Leicester Sept., 1910. Souvenir.
Henry Green himself started as a ledgerThe response was sufficiently encouraging by July 1910 for
keeper in an Auckland bank and worked his way up to
a programme of ‘festivities’, including a civic reception and
become a bank manager. At this time he was said to be
visits to ‘hives of Industry’, to be drawn up with the Mayor
‘interested in mining matters’, and served on the Gold Fields
and leading Leicester businessmen. In August Mr Crew was
Commission of the Auckland Chamber of Commerce. (14)
reportedly ‘finding the celebration a bigger thing than was
Only a small number of the other Homecomers are identified
anticipated, each American mail bringing a large number of
by name in contemporary sources. They included Lawrence
letters’, while Mr Hill was ‘answering enquiries from all
Hurley, a Patrolman with the Milwaukee Police Department
parts of America. The British Societies in the States have
and nephew of John Hurley, a local publican and Councillor
adapted their badge with the words: ‘I’m for Leicester. Are
for the Wyggeston Ward since 1901, later an Alderman. He
you?’, while their labels bear the following phrase: ‘The
was described by a local newspaper as a ‘tall well set-up
happy band of pilgrims going home to Leicester’. (9)
young fellow with a distinct American accent’, and by
Henry Hill as ‘the largest policeman in Milwaukee’. Later in
A special bureau was established below the Grand Hotel on
the week, though appreciative of the warm welcome he had
Granby Street to greet and register them, and provide details
received, he declared himself ‘not greatly impressed’ by the
of the programme. Around 150 had already arrived in
control of the traffic in Leicester, particularly the blocking of
Leicester or the surrounding districts two days before the
footpaths which ‘would not be permitted in American
official start of the event, travelling from the United States,
cities’. (15)
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, West and Central Africa
and Madagascar; and within a day or two the number had
There are some clues to others from the report of a cricket
risen to around 300. (10) There is no indication of how they
match between a Leicester team and one of Homecoming
were accommodated, but most presumably stayed with
‘Prodigals’, whose innings were listed in the customary
38
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manner in the local press. (16) With only initials and
surname most are impossible to trace, but the G.M. Billings
in the ‘Prodigals’ team can be identified as George Michael
Billings, a 32 year-old schoolteacher at a public school in
Shanghai, China. (17) Others feature in newspaper reports
because their views on the Homecoming were solicited by
local journalists - like Captain and Mrs Palleson of Timaru,
New Zealand. Having travelled ‘all over the world’, the
Captain declared that ‘from the point of view of cleanliness
and up-to-date conditions, Leicester is equal to Copenhagen,
one of the most attractive cities in Europe’. Mrs Palleson,
while generally in agreement, referred to the fact that
women in Britain had yet to be granted the parliamentary
vote, 17 years after it had been extended ‘to great advantage’
to women in New Zealand. (18) Perhaps to no one’s
surprise, Leicester’s ‘daughters’
are otherwise conspicuously
absent from accounts of the
Homecoming, just as they were
generally absent at this time from
the higher ranks of business, trade
and commerce. (19)

In public at least, little or no mention was made of the
continuing high levels of infant mortality in the inner
municipal wards of the town, of long-term unemployment in
the local footwear trade as new machinery was adopted, the
political wrangling between the Liberals and the Labour
Party over how this should be relieved, or the increasingly
militant activities of local suffragettes. The Homecoming
was an occasion for promoting the positive, as an outline of
the week’s activities will demonstrate. These started
officially on the morning of 19th September with a
presentation of ‘credentials’ to the Mayor by Mr Hill, who
‘... brought with him greetings from the Mayor of
Milwaukee and other public officials, including the chief of
the police, the chief of the fire department, and the district
attorney… Mr. Hill also had a number of messages from
Leicester men in America, who
regretted their inability to be
present’. (21)

In the afternoon around 200
Homecomers were taken on a
motor car tour around
Charnwood Forest by the
Leicester Automobile Club,
From Henry Hill’s poem The
accompanied by the Mayor and
“Call” to Leicester, along with
Mayoress. The weather was ‘not
newspaper reports, we can add
at
all propitious at first. Rain
more detail to the list of places
fell in cold stinging drops, and
from whence the Homecomers
the wind had the chill of
came: Boston, Pittsburgh, San
autumn’; but in contrast to
Francisco, and Lynn, Mass., a
Leicester itself, ‘all the beauty
major shoe-making centre;
spots of the picturesque forest
Baltimore, Denver and Seattle;
had been preserved from the
Gunloch in Utah, and Okauchee
hands of the builder, and the
Lake, Wisconsin; Oklahoma, San
Homecomers
talking
to
Henry
Hill,
the
Leicester
visitors
had no difficulty
Leandro in California, and
Pioneer. (Reproduced by permission of the Record recognising the places where
Saratoga Springs, New York;
Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
they had spent many happy
‘Mississippi’s shores’, and
hours
years
ago’.(22)
Near
the ruins of Lady Jane Grey’s
Honolulu; Quebec, Toronto, Vancouver and Yukon; and
house in Bradgate Park Mr Hill ‘lustily’ sang a verse of the
Amsterdam. For those who emigrated 30, 40 or more years
American national anthem, The Star Spangled Banner,
before, the Leicester to which they returned was very
before the Homecomers joined ‘right heartily’ in God Save
different from the town they had left: one that, in the words
the King, most ‘being more familiar with that’. (23)
of Edwin Crew, had been ‘born again’ as ‘no mean city’.
(20) By 1911 its population had risen to over 200,000 from
around 95,000 in 1871, and its housing stock to over 50,000
from less than 20,000 - as reflected in suburban
developments such as Clarendon Park, Stoneygate and
Highfields, as well as the red brick terraces of the West End.
New industries – engineering, cigar making, printing,
cardboard box manufacture, chemicals, food and drink - had
been added to those of hosiery and footwear, greatly
expanding the range of employment for both men and
women. The new electric tram system, opened in 1904,
added further to the sense of a growing and enterprising
town.

On the following day ‘beautiful weather prevailed’ for a
reception and gala at Abbey Park, long transformed from the
‘dismal swamp’ of pre-1882 memory into the ‘best laid-out
and most beautiful park in the borough’. (24) It was
originally suggested that Leicester’s workpeople should be
given a half day ‘holiday’ to share in the Homecoming, but
this had been rejected by local employers on the grounds of
potential hardship - not only their own in terms of lost
production at a time of ‘brisk’ trade in the hosiery industry,
but that of ‘married women and girls engaged in the industry
[who] help materially to keep homes going when the head of
39
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the family, who may be connected with the boot
and shoe trade, is on short time’. (25) Despite this,
several thousand people besides the Homecomers
attended. The afternoon featured aquatic sports on
the river, and exhibitions of ‘scientific lifesaving’
and ‘ornamental swimming’. Music was provided
by the Corporation Gas Department Band - which
‘seems to have improved in a marked degree of
late. The various selections were rendered with
that crispness one associates with the “crack”
military bands’. The band returned for a second
concert in the evening with the Leicester Choral
Combination. This featured songs with
‘Homeland’ sentiments, among them The
Soldiers’ Chorus from Gounod’s Faust, Home,
Sweet Home by Edward Laud, and The Kingdom
of Hearts, composed especially for the occasion
by the choir’s conductor Frederick Stork, a local
music teacher. At dusk the park’s American
garden was illuminated with fairy lamps and
Chinese lanterns, ‘the effect being very pretty’.
(26)

Homecomers touring Leicester by tram, the Leicester Pioneer.
(Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland.)

On the Wednesday, when the weather was again
‘brilliantly fine’, a tour of the town and suburbs
across the whole tramway system was offered as ‘an
opportunity of viewing the remarkable development of the
borough and "the beauty of its borders."…’. At 10 am six
‘gaily decorated cars’ awaited the visitors at the Clock
Tower, along with a number of Town Councillors, Poor Law
Guardians and the Tramways Manager Mr Lucas. It was not
‘a gorgeous display’, the Leicester Daily Post remarked of
the tramcars, ‘seeing that the decoration took the form of a
string of streamers attached to the trolley-pole, but the
flaglets at least reminded the public that there is a homecomers' festival in progress’. This was followed in the
evening by a fancy-dress torchlight procession from Victoria
Park through the main streets of the town, featuring
decorated cycles in which ‘the comic element was well
represented’. Freed from their normal working day, this
attracted ‘immense crowds… quite an unexpected amount of
interest and enthusiasm’, while giving the Homecomers the
chance in turn to ‘see the local populace en masse’. Most of
the shops remained open for the occasion, and were ‘brightly
illuminated and decorated in honour of the event’. (27)

On the Thursday morning the Homecomers were offered a
choice of visits to some of Leicester’s largest ‘hives of
industry’, among them the hosiery factories of William
Raven and Co. and Cooper and Corah, Carr Brothers’
button-making works, Thomas Fielding Johnson’s spinning
mill, George Green and Sons’ footwear factory, and the
British United Shoe Machinery Company. In the light of
increasing foreign competition and import tariffs, imposed
40

amongst others by the USA and Canada, it was hoped that
these visits would foster future trading links as well as
demonstrating how Leicester’s manufacturing activity had
grown in size and scale. (28) ‘When the initial arrangements
for the gathering were being made’, as the Leicester Daily
Post noted, it was pointed out that the occasion would be a
favourable one for “booming” the town, and in that way
gaining some advantage from a commercial and industrial
point of view. This being an age of advertisement,
businessmen recognise that the homecoming festival has
associated with it distinct elements of usefulness in the way
of attracting world wide attention to Leicester’s position as a
great manufacturing centre. (29)
Some local businesses were not slow to “boom” their own
wares to the Homecomers. Lea’s store in Humberstone Gate
extended a ‘special invitation’ to them to visit its new
Drapery Arcade, while Heringtons’ clothing and drapery
store in Market Street advised that they would ‘do well to
make purchases of furs before returning’. (30) However,
while American manufacturers were among Leicester’s main
competitors in the footwear trade, the USA was also an
important market for locally-produced boots and shoes with
the right appeal to potential customers: ‘there is one firm in
Leicester doing a very big trade, due to the introduction of a
last enabling them to make boots and shoes in a style that
appealed to Yankee taste. There is no doubt that for quality
and smartness the footwear turned out by English
manufacturers will compare favourably with anything of the
kind made in America, or any other part of the world’. (31)
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pockets. Most of this was consumed by a charge for excess
A lighter note was struck on the Thursday afternoon with the
luggage on board ship, paid off by auctioning a wedding gift
‘serio-comic’ cricket match referred to above, reported in
of a smoking set. On arriving in Melbourne he obtained
similar fashion by a correspondent who knew ‘no more
work within three days as a carpenter, and two years later
about the technicalities of cricket than the man in the moon’.
had built his own house. While the family had encountered
(32) The ‘Prodigals’, reinforced by the inclusion of Mr T.
many obstacles along the way, he had ‘by strenuous work in
Crew from that well-known resort closer to home, ‘Birstall
various colonies, made enough to ensure comfort for the rest
Sands’, lost by 247 runs to 62. (33) In the evening, fresh
of his days’, and had now returned to
from the cricket field, where he had
Leicester for good. (37) In the view of
captained the Leicester team and was
The Times, which devoted a column
bowled out for seven runs, the Mayor
and a half to the Leicester ‘experiment’,
hosted a civic reception for around 300
the great majority of the ‘able-bodied,
people at the Museum and Art Gallery in
able-minded young men’ who had
New Walk. Here he was presented by Mr
migrated to the United States from the
Hill with a ‘handsome Masonic jewel’, as
industrial cities of the Midlands and
a mark of friendship on behalf of the
North of England had been ‘highly
Masonic brethren of Milwaukee. On the
successful’, something it attributed in
final day of the official programme, some
part to the ‘more democratic’
of the Homecomers were entertained to a
luncheon at the Temperance Hall, hosted Kangaroo plaque, one of several communities from which they came, as
by Mr J.E. Faire, President of the plaques on the Coronation Buildings in compared with the south of England or
High Street, Leicester, marking
Leicester Temperance Society, and Britain’s links with its Empire. The London. (38)
attended again by the Mayor. This was buildings were opened in 1904.
Nevertheless, although emigration was
followed by a ‘conversazione’ and
actively promoted by the Leicester Poor Law Board and
programme of music, and an invitation was extended to the
Distress Committee as a solution to unemployment, the early
visitors to take tea with Mr Albert Pickard, president of
twentieth century was not the best of times for those
another Temperance organisation, the Leicester Band of
thinking of following in the footsteps of the Homecomers.
Hope Union. (34) The Homecoming was clearly heavily
Even with Protectionism, conditions in some previously
dependent on ‘in kind’ contributions such as this from local
welcoming destinations such as Canada had deteriorated to
businesses and social organisations, as well as the Borough
the extent that potential migrants were advised to stay at
Council itself - though a remark by Mr Crew that ‘We shall
home. In June 1908 the Leicester Pioneer quoted a letter
not only be able to pay for the hospitality of the week, but
from Hamilton, Ontario saying that ‘immigration is sadly
hand over a handsome balance, unless I am very much
overdone’. Girls recruited from Leicester to work in the
deceived, to a public charity’ suggests that the Homecomers
footwear trade ‘did not make enough to pay board and
themselves also contributed financially. (35)
passage money and they are in debt’, while a Hamilton
At the civic reception the Mayor said ‘they had met there to
newspaper declared that: ‘Our streets are literally lined with
do honour to many of their Leicester citizens who left
Englishmen seeking work. How can they get it when our
England in their early days, and who had the courage and
own Canadian boys cannot find it?’ (39) In December that
manliness to seek their livelihood in other lands’. (36) These
year a visitor to Leicester from the Trades and Labour
qualities were not in dispute, but we know very little about
Congress of Canada said that ‘Soup kitchens and
why individual Homecomers emigrated from Leicester in the
overworked charity organisations were not in keeping with
first place. Some may have gone to Africa as missionaries;
the theory that ‘Protection means work for all!’.(40) Mr W.
but economic pressures at home and opportunities for work
S. Ladkin, one of the Homecomers from South Africa, ‘did
or land ownership elsewhere were perhaps the most
not advise Englishmen to go out there unless they had
powerful incentives, particularly in the years before
friends there or some capital to back them up. Living is
Leicester’s manufacturing base expanded in the later
expensive, and there are a considerable number of
nineteenth century, or during periods of high unemployment.
unemployed in the towns, especially Johannesburg’. (41)
However, the Homecomers had clearly ‘made good’ in their
adopted lands, and were held up as an example to others
All this aside, the Homecoming itself was declared an
who might consider a similar path, with a similar emphasis
‘unequivocal success’. ‘The past week had been a very
on the effort and determination required to achieve success.
happy one’, Rev F. Lansdowne said during the ‘closing
reminiscences’ at the Oxford Street Men’s Guild on Sunday
Under the heading ‘How a Lestrian prospered in Australia’,
25th September. Family and friends had been reunited, and
one newspaper told the story of an unnamed man who had
if the ordinary citizens of Leicester had not been as closely
left Leicester for Australia with his wife with £7 in their
41
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involved as was originally hoped, the Mayor still felt there
was ‘much to be thankful for that the people had shown such
a great amount of interest in the movement’. (42) The
national as well as local press had ‘anointed the project with
its patriotism, its progressive spirit, and the valuable object
lesson it was offering to the whole nation’, and played its
part in raising Leicester’s profile as a major manufacturing
centre across the world. (43)
Two further messages emerged from the Homecoming that
reflect some of the anxieties hovering in the background at
the time: the desire for world peace, and the importance of
strengthening the bonds between Britain and those nations
on which it might need to rely in the event of war. The
Mayor was said to be: ’emphatic as to the benefit of these
international gatherings in promoting the cause of peace. On
this subject there can be no doubt. Just in proportion as they
are multiplied do they diminish the danger of recourse to the
ruthless slaughter of the sword’. (44)
‘The more they saw of each other the better they liked each
other’, he said at the civic reception: ‘and the fewer faults
they saw. (Applause). They were all brothers, whether they
belonged to England or any other country, and anything they
could do to maintain peace it was their duty to do. (Hear,
hear!)’.(45) Referring to the ‘high, wide and lively’
reception the Homecomers had received in Leicester, Mr
Hill said that: ‘The Homecoming would help to form that
brotherhood of man which ultimately would come, and was
part of the leaven which was leavening the people of the
United States… They loved their great grand country, but
their homeland occupied a warmer position in their hearts’.
(46)
We know, as they feared, that the days of peace were already
numbered. Plans to organise another Homecoming event in
the near future came to nothing, and it faded from memory;
but for the insights it offers into the hearts and minds of the
Homecomers and their hosts, it surely deserves its place in
the annals of the ‘good old town’.
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A Memorable Mayoralty: Alderman Sir Jonathan
North, JP, DL, and Lady Kate Elizabeth North,
Mayor and Mayoress of Leicester 1914-1918
Derek Seaton

A

s the centenary of the signing of the Armistice to
end the First World War draws near, it is
appropriate to reflect on the impact of the war upon
Leicester and its citizens. One man carried the awesome
responsibility for providing leadership and direction to the
town during the four long years of the most terrible war the
world had ever known. That man was Alderman, later to
become Sir Jonathan North, JP, DL. The work of Kate North
as Mayoress, was no less remarkable than the efforts of her
husband.

Sir Jonathan North, Mayor of Leicester.
(Reproduced by permission of Leicester
City Council.)

Jonathan North was born at 50 Carley Street, in the parish of
St Margaret’s, Leicester on 11th January 1855. His parents
were William North, an ostler, and Ann North (née Ashby).
His future wife, Kate Eliza Trott, was the only daughter of
Mark King Trott, a Taunton plumber. (1) North was
privately educated before entering the town’s expanding
boot and shoe manufacturing industry. He advanced rapidly
to become a partner in the firm of Leavesley & North, which
manufactured high-grade ladies’ and children’s footwear.
The firm had a three-hundred strong workforce with markets
in Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. From 1888 to
1897, having served on the Leicester Board of Guardians,
North then entered the local political scene. He was elected
to the Town Council in 1897 as a Liberal councillor for the
Spinney Hill Ward. Ten years later he was appointed a

magistrate and then raised to the aldermanic bench in
November 1912. In 1913, he succeeded Sir Edward Wood as
the chairman of Freeman, Hardy & Willis, 57 Rutland
Street, Leicester, a large firm of boot and shoe
manufacturers which had over 470 retail shops throughout
England and Wales.
On 4th August 1914, Britain declared war on Germany. One
week later, on 11th August, at a special meeting of
Leicester’s Town Council, an Emergency Committee was

Lady Kate Elizabeth North, Mayoress of
Leicester. (Reproduced from Leicester
1914-1918: the wartime story of a
Midland town by Francis Paul Armitage,
pub. Edgar Backus, 1933. Source of
photograph unknown.)

set up in Leicester to which Alderman North was appointed
Vice-Chairman. Events moved rapidly on the Home Front
including the establishment of a large military hospital on
the (then) outskirts of the town. The premises chosen were
the buildings of the former Leicestershire and Rutland
County Lunatic Asylum on Victoria Road (now University
Road) which was built in 1837 and had been closed in 1908.
In preparation for the predicted wartime usage, a great deal
of renovation work had been carried out, and the Base
Hospital, part of the 5th Northern General Hospital, was
ready for occupation by August. The first patient was
admitted on 1st September and the following day 127
wounded soldiers arrived from the Western Front. (2)
43
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North quickly became involved with directing the work of
the newly formed Leicester Belgian Refugees Committee
and became its President. The committee’s role was to
provide the framework for the care and welfare of the
refugees arriving in the town. By the end of September, a
total of 344 men, women and children had arrived seeking
sanctuary in Leicester and the county. In addition to his
wartime duties, North continued to hold the position of
Chairman of the Leicester Borough Education Committee,
having served as a founder member since 1903 and had held
the chair continuously since 1906.
The first Mayor-making ceremony in Leicester following the
outbreak of the war took place on 9th November 1914.
Rumours which had circulated in the town four months
earlier, to the effect that Alderman North would be chosen
as the next Mayor, proved to be correct. The motion to elect
him as Mayor and Chief Magistrate was carried
unanimously. There was no Mayoral Banquet, instead the
newly-elected Mayor took the chair at a meeting of the
Leicester Citizens Volunteer Training Corps.
North then threw himself into a recruiting campaign, and on
27th November, together with nine other aldermen and
councillors, wrote an open letter to the editors of all the local
newspapers appealing to the young men of the town to
volunteer for active service. The letter stated: ‘There are still
several thousand eligible young men sufficient to form two
or three more battalions of The Leicestershire Regiment and
we feel that the country’s call only needs bringing home to
them, and they will respond as others have done’. (3)
At the Base Hospital, the first Christmas of the war was
marked by a visit from the Mayor and Mayoress on Boxing
Day. They brought along a gift in the form of a Christmas
cake which weighed 200 lbs. It was oblong in shape and the
inscription conveyed seasonal greetings in three languages,
Flemish, French and English. At the start of 1915, they gave
a huge party, inviting the wives and widows of Leicester
soldiers and sailors to a reception at the De Montfort Hall.
Almost 3000 women responded to the invitation and it was
necessary for the event to take place over two evenings. On
both evenings, Alderman North welcomed all of his guests
individually.

Lane, Leicester were awarded the £8350 contract to build a
wing of open-air wards providing 255 additional beds. The
work was completed in eight weeks, two weeks ahead of
schedule, and the Mayor responded by congratulating the
foreman and handing him £150 to be shared among his men.
Although four battalions had been raised as part of
Kitchener’s New Army, (the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th (Service)
Battalions of The Leicestershire Regiment), ever more men
were required as the war intensified and casualties mounted.
On 22nd September a request was received from the War
Office for a Pioneer Battalion to be raised. North responded
by agreeing to be the official raiser of the new unit to which
he was to give the name the 11th (Service) Battalion, The
Leicestershire Regiment (Midland Pioneers). The strength of
the unit was set at 30 officers and 1350 men ranging from
the ages of 18 to 40 years. In addition to serving as
infantrymen, the Pioneers would be trained in field, road and
railway work and construction. The pay would be 2d. per
day extra to the ordinary Army pay of a shilling a day.
Within four weeks the 1380 officers, NCOs and men had
been recruited. On 16th October, there was a massive
recruiting meeting at the De Montfort Hall to hear Alderman
North read out a telegram he had received from Lord
Kitchener in which the Secretary of State for War called
upon 5000 more young men from Leicester to come forward
and join the Army. Several hundred more had volunteered
during the previous four months and the Mayor’s powerful
appeal resulted in a further 375 young men being recruited
on the night.
The next annual Mayor-making ceremony took place at the
Town Hall on Tuesday 9th November 1915. Tributes were
paid to the Mayor for his leadership, marked by the manner
in which he had led the various appeals and the ‘duty and
sacrifice’ he had shown during his Year of Office. He was
unanimously re-elected for a second successive year.
Well-deserved tributes were also paid to the Mayoress, Kate
North, for her work during 1914-15 in galvanising the
women of Leicester into action in numerous practical ways.

By March 1915, serious British losses on the Western
Front resulted in the Government making a further appeal
for volunteers. On 13th March, North was appointed
Chairman of the Recruiting Committee. He replaced Sir
Arthur Hazlerigg who had obtained a commission in the
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.
As the inflow of casualties at the Base Hospital mounted,
the War Office declared that it required additional beds at
Leicester. North proposed that an extension to the Base
Hospital should be built without delay. On 26th March,
Henry Herbert & Sons, building contractors, 33 Millstone
44

Glebe Mount, Oadby, the home of Sir Jonathan and Lady Kate
North. (Photograph the Author.)
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By early July, she had raised £1200 by ‘an appeal for a
motor ambulance’. There were sufficient contributions to
pay for the provision and maintenance of two ambulances.
The Mayoress had also established a committee to provide
all visitors to the sick and wounded servicemen with a free
meal in the pavilion on Victoria Park. In addition, a list was
drawn up of householders in the Clarendon Park district,
who could offer visiting relatives lodgings at reasonable
prices. Probably Kate North’s greatest achievement was the
establishment of a working party at the beginning of the war,
which met every morning at the Mayor’s Rooms in the New
Walk Museum. Each day the Mayoress went along to join
her band of workers, drawn from 150 women who gathered
to sew, knit and mend garments for the troops. When the
Base Hospital was enlarged, the working party provided
nightshirts and clothing for wounded soldiers. Clothing
repairs for the Base Hospital and the North Evington War
Hospital amounted to 2000 garments each week. In addition,
garments for 700 Belgian refugees were provided from the
Mayoress’s Fund which was a separate fund to finance her
wartime work.
1916 dawned with arrangements being made by the War
Office for the Mayor to make a remarkable journey to the
Western Front. He had been chosen along with six other
civic representatives involved in recruiting, from various
parts of the country, to visit troops in some of the forward
trenches. In the words of the 61 year old Mayor of Leicester:
‘It soon became very lively, the shells in several instances
bursting quite near to us and throwing earth 20 to 30 feet in
the air. This rendered it necessary for those nearest, more
than once, to fall flat to earth burying their noses in the
mud’. The journey across some 200 yards of open ground
might well have proved fatal as one of the Mayor’s
companions, Sir Eric Ohlson of Hull was hit in the head and
legs by fragments of a shell. Upon his return, Alderman
North described the men at the front as being bright, brave
and confident. He went on to say: ‘The absolute
need is for more men, more munitions and the
Empire’s full support. Nothing less will secure
victory’. (4)
Two months later, on 9th March 1916, the 11th
(Service) Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment
received orders from the War Office to mobilise
immediately. Following six months of vigorous and
specialised training the Pioneers were ready to go to
France. The Mayor duly arranged ‘a send-off’ at the
De Montfort Hall, on 23rd March, for the entire
battalion. During the afternoon of the party,
Alderman North read out a letter from Nurse Flora
Scott, superintendent of the ‘Beausite’ Nursing
Home in Leicester. Nurse Scott who had served
overseas nursing sick and dying Austrian soldiers in
Serbia, wrote that she would be pleased to give the

battalion a small pet monkey as a mascot. LieutenantColonel Canning Turner accepted the offer on behalf of his
men.
On 29th March the 11th Battalion embarked from
Southampton accompanied by 64 mules but there was no
mention in the unit’s War Diary of their unusual mascot
having gone off to war. July proved to be one of the darkest
months in the history of wartime Leicester. The 110th
(Leicestershire) Brigade was heavily involved in the Battle
of the Bazentin Ridge. The four service battalions which
made up the Brigade were allocated the task of taking the
Bazentin-le-Petit village and wood, situated in the Somme
countryside. The action commenced on 14th July and whilst
the brigade secured all of its objectives, these came at a
terrible cost. When relieved three days later it was slowly
revealed that practically half the brigade had been lost, the
casualties amounting to 1918 killed, wounded and missing
from a total strength of just less than 4000. (5)
For Alderman North the strain was very considerable. He
had the responsibility for recruiting increasing numbers of
men for the various campaigns, knowing that many would
not survive the onslaught and others would be seriously
disabled.
Britain’s ally Russia, by this time, was achieving success
against the German and Austro-Hungarian armies. On 16th
July in response to a further appeal by Alderman North, a
sum of £2450 was raised in Leicester through contributions
to the Russian Red Cross Flag Day. That same Saturday
evening came the announcement of the Mayor’s most
remarkable initiative of the war. He realised that something
had to be in place to meet the needs of returning disabled exservicemen once the hostilities came to an end, to provide
relief locally: ‘For men maimed in the war, and unable to
follow their former occupation, for whom the state did not
make adequate provision’. The fund-raising committee

The monkey mascot with men of the 11th Battalion, The Leicestershire
Regiment. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
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announced a huge target of £100,000 and it was decided to
have a grand “Ye Old English Faire” in the autumn in
Leicester’s Market Place to commence raising funds. This
took place over two days 28th - 29th September and
successfully raised £9000.
The third Mayor-making ceremony of the war took place on
9th November 1916. Once again Alderman North was
unanimously elected as Mayor. Tributes were paid to him
for his recruiting, his fund-raising activities and his visit to
the Western Front. The Mayoress was profusely thanked for
all her efforts on behalf of soldiers on active service and for
sick and wounded servicemen being cared for in the town,
earning her the title of “Leicester’s Florence Nightingale”.

As the question of the Mayoralty for 1917/18 approached,
Alderman North prepared to lay down the burden of office.
The Mayor-Elect, Councillor Percy Lytton Baker, a
Conservative Party nominee, who was due to take over, died
on 3rd October aged 54. With no successor this led to
something of a crisis for the Borough Council, and following
a good deal of discussion, all three political parties
unanimously requested North to accept office for a further
year. He agreed declaring: ‘That under the exceptional
circumstances I feel it is my duty to accept the Mayoralty for
another year’.

Fund-raising continued unabated throughout 1917 and on
24th May ‘The Great Bazaar’ commenced and ran for ten
continuous days. It was held at the Junior Training Hall
(later known as the Granby Halls) and was advertised as
being: “Under the Distinguished Patronage of Her Majesty
Queen Alexandra”. (6) By the opening day contributions
to the Mayor’s Fund had reached £37,534. The bazaar was
opened each day by a different personality, one of whom
was Vesta Tilley the popular music hall entertainer.
Receipts over the ten days amounted to £18,107.
A more sombre occasion took place on 28th June.
Alderman North had obtained the sanction of the Town
Council to erect a temporary war memorial. The
memorial, situated in Town Hall Square, was unveiled by
The Duke of Rutland and the names of 2129 men who had
died were inscribed with space available for those who
were to die later in the conflict. The cost (£684) was met
from the Mayor’s Fund. Alderman North informed the
huge crowd who attended the unveiling that: ‘In due
course a fitting memorial of permanent character will be
provided’. (7)
By July, the Mayor’s Fund stood at £62,432 and
Alderman North introduced yet another scheme to assist
News of the Armistice, outside the Mercury Office. (Reproduced
servicemen suffering from the effects of war. He by permission of the Leicester Mercury.)
recognised the need for specialised hospital treatment and
On 31st October the Mayoress was honoured by a
care for soldiers suffering from a range of nervous
representative body of Leicester women. She was presented,
conditions brought about by shell-shock. Accordingly, plans
in the Council Chamber, with a replica of the pendant
were drawn up for an innovatory hospital to be known as
attached to the Mayoress’s Chain and a cheque for £85.
Leicester’s Neurasthenic Hospital. It was to be located in the
Typically, she donated the cheque to the Equipment Fund.
Mansion House, formerly a private residence built in 1870,
Thus, on 9th November, Alderman Jonathan North and Kate
located at Leicester Frith on Groby Road, just beyond the
town boundary. The building was to be leased, extended,
Eliza North became Mayor and Mayoress of Leicester for a
staffed and equipped to receive 100 patients from Leicester
fourth consecutive year. This was the first occasion for over
and the County suffering from the terrible effects of
600 years that a Mayor of Leicester had held office for four
battlefield stress. A sum of £8000 was earmarked to be used
successive years. (9) In early January 1918, the first patients
from the Mayor’s Fund to prepare the building and erect an
were admitted to the new hospital which was known as the
annexe. It was also at this point in time, that the name of the
Leicester Frith Recovery Home. The formal opening by the
Mayor’s Fund was changed to the Disabled Warriors’ Fund.
Right Honourable John Hodge MP, Minister of Pensions,
(8)
took place on 25th July and he expressly acknowledged the
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King George V knighting Jonathan North at the De Montfort Hall, Leicester in
1919. (Reproduced from Leicester 1914-1918: the wartime story of a
Midland town by Francis Paul Armitage, pub. Edgar Backus, 1933. Source
of photograph unknown.)

help given from the Mayor’s Disabled Warriors Fund. The
passing autumn months signalled the approach of the end of
the First World War. It was now the turn of the Conservative
councillors to nominate a candidate to become Mayor of
Leicester for 1918/19. They chose Councillor Walter John
Lovell and on the 9th November, he was duly elected as
Mayor for the ensuing year. Having accepted office, the new
Mayor paid a heartfelt tribute to Alderman North in which
he said: ‘His service to the point of sacrifice during those
four dark years would be handed down as a noble example
of what a Mayor should be’. Generous tributes were also
paid to Kate North for the enormity of her wartime
contribution.

buildings of the Base Hospital with the thirtyseven acres of ground in which they stood. His
intention was to provide a site for the two
Wyggeston Schools (boys and girls) and also a
new seat of learning. This was to be the
Leicester University College which would
serve as a living memorial to the men of
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, who had
fallen in the war. The buildings and site were
offered to the Mayor on 4th April. An
endowment fund had been opened in
November 1918 by Doctor Astley Clarke and
Doctor Frederick William Bennett and support
for the imaginative project quickly followed
once the site was secured. Sir Jonathan North
gave £5000 to the fund, whilst his firm
Freeman, Hardy and Willis contributed
£10,000. Sir Jonathan was one of the founders
of the new University College, which opened
on 4th October 1921, and served as Chairman
of the College Council from 1919 to 1939.

A great ceremonial occasion took place on 10th November
1921, at the Leicester Tigers’ Rugby Football Ground when
Colours were presented to ten battalions of The
Leicestershire Regiment. The 11th (Service) Battalion
(Midland Pioneers) received their Colours from LieutenantColonel Sir Jonathan North. He had been given the honorary
title during the war in acknowledgement of him having
raised the battalion. Also as he had promised, a permanent
War Memorial was duly erected. The site chosen was on
Victoria Park, Leicester, and Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens
was commissioned to design the memorial. A crowd of
30,000 people assembled on 4th July 1925 to remember
some 12,000 men from Leicester and Leicestershire who had
died in the First World War. Mrs Elizabeth Ann Butler who

Two days later at 11.00 am on 11th November, the
Armistice was declared. It fell to Councillor Lovell to
read the declaration to the vast crowd gathered in
Town Hall Square. Alderman North who also stood
on the platform was given a tremendous reception.
The following year Jonathan North received the
Honorary Freedom of the Borough of Leicester on
15th April 1919. Two months later on 10th June he
received a knighthood for his outstanding service
throughout the wartime years, being knighted by King
George V at a ceremony in the De Montfort Hall
during an official visit to the town by the King and
Queen Mary. A week later the Mayor, Councillor
Lovell, received the news that: ‘His Majesty has been
graciously pleased to approve the restoration of your
Ancient Town to its former status of a City’.
During 1919 Thomas Fielding Johnson, 91 year old
businessman and philanthropist, purchased the former

The War Memorial, Victoria Park, Leicester, designed by Sir Edwin
Lutyens, photographed c1928. (Reproduced by permission of the
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
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lost four of her eight sons in the war was
given the honour of unveiling the memorial.
As Chairman of the War Memorial
Committee, Alderman Sir Jonathan North
committed the magnificent Arch of
Remembrance to the care of ‘The Mayor,
Aldermen and Citizens of the City of
Leicester’. The Mayor, Councillor Herbert
Simpson then accepted the memorial on
behalf of “the citizens of Leicester”. (10)
The total of Sir Jonathan’s Fund for Disabled
Warriors finally reached £106,645. Hundreds
of men had been assisted. Some started in
business, some were provided with the
means to emigrate and others had their debts
paid. In a further effort to help those who
had been wounded, it was decided to utilise
some £33,000 from the fund to build a
complex of homes for disabled soldiers and
their families. A site was acquired on The Prince of Wales visiting the North Memorial Homes, Oadby in 1927.
Stoughton Road, Oadby. Consisting of (Reproduced from Leicester 1914-1918: the wartime story of a Midland town
by Francis Paul Armitage, pub. Edgar Backus, 1933. Source of photograph
twenty cottages with a recreation hall
unknown.)
situated in spacious attractive grounds, the
North Memorial Homes were formally opened by the Prince
night. Perhaps the most apt reminder of all is the University
of Wales (later Edward VIII) on 10th March 1927.
of Leicester, a living memorial with its poignant motto,
which encapsulates all that Jonathan North stood for: Ut
Lady North, whose incredible wartime achievements had
Vitam Habeant – “So that they may have life”.
endeared her to the people of Leicester, died at Glebe Mount
on 15th February 1930 aged 71 years. Her funeral took place
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The Women of Hinckley and the First World War
John Martin and Robert King

T

his paper constitutes a pioneering case study of the
wartime experiences of three different groups of
women from Hinckley and the surrounding
villages. The first part of the study examines the effects of
the war on the role, status and standing of Hinckley’s
influential women through their wartime charitable efforts
on behalf of the underprivileged and needy women in the
town. The second part concentrates on the effects of the
war on the workplace roles, opportunities and status of the
town’s wage-earning women focussing on those employed
in one particular sector of the town’s wartime industries the hosiery trade. Hinckley was different from many other
towns in that it had a long history of women being
employed in the hosiery industry prior to 1914.
Introduction
At the outbreak of war in 1914, a Hinckley and district
woman’s influence in the town’s civic affairs was
determined mainly by birth or by marriage into the
entrepreneurial or professional classes, for example, the
Atkins’ in hosiery manufacture; the Hawley’s in fabric
dying, and the Pilgrim’s in the legal profession. During
the First World War this group of influential women can
be seen to be operating chiefly through two largely
female-run relief organisations: the Hinckley & District
Women’s War Relief Fund and the Hinckley Soldiers’ &
Sailors’ Families Association, the main aim of both Extracts from letters of appreciation to the women of Hinckley
organisations being to assist the underprivileged women from soldiers, sailors, prisoners of war and the Admiralty.
(Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for
of Hinckley who found themselves in straitened
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
circumstances, often through no fault of their own. Those
industrial owners and politicians and their wives and
needing help typically consisted of pre-natal and nursing
relatives, such as Mrs Hawley and Mrs Pilgrim. (6)
mothers, and women who were suffering hardship through
loss of immediate income by their men being recalled as
Hinckley & District Women’s War Relief Fund
military reservists or territorials upon the declaration of war.
This is the best documented example of an independent
Bilton comments that their situation was exacerbated by the
decision-making body, although it did also operate under the
slow payment of separation allowances (1), a point
umbrella of the DRC. The rapid implementation of this relief
reinforced by Wilson (2), and by the Hinckley Soldiers’ and
fund was impressive. A public meeting was held in the
Sailors’ Families Association post-war report. (3)
Council Chamber on the 7th August 1914 where it was
Additionally, elderly parents and widowed mothers did not
decided to establish a charitable fund based in Hinckley and
receive a state pension or subsidy until November 1915 with
the surrounding villages, this relief being put into action by
the adoption of the Naval and Military War Pensions Act
the Hinckley women just four days after the declaration of
which catered for all servicemen’s dependants.(4) The
war. They did not join the ‘war over by Christmas’ faction.
District Relief Committee [DRC] (5), was a system
The post-war report comments that ‘this Committee
established to implement charitable relief and commercial
continued to work right through the War and, from its
activities at both national and local levels. The DRC drew
inauguration in August 1914, up to October 1919, the sum of
upon the expertise of local influential people such as
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£1,314 16s. 4d. was raised, and £1,076 0s. 11d. was
expended in the provision and distribution of articles. (7)
The amounts of comforts and clothing dispatched by the
Committee demonstrate the sheer industry and extent of
their efforts. Approximately 1,740 parcels containing
various articles of clothing were sent to the fighting forces,
of which 870 were acknowledged. (8) The Relief Fund also
raised the money to pay for the raw materials needed to
manufacture the items. As a final act in October 1919, the
women of the Relief Fund donated £238 15s. 5d. to be given
at Christmas to the most needy wounded soldiers and sailors.
An additional sum of £26 6s. 11d. was given to the Hinckley
War Memorial Fund.
Although residing in land-locked Leicestershire, the
Hinckley & District Women’s War Relief Fund made
strenuous efforts to support the Royal Navy. On Trafalgar
Day 1915, a large consignment of fruit, vegetables, sweets
and cakes was donated. The money collected by the
Hinckley Fund was surpassed only by the Prince of Wales’
Relief Fund and the Y.M.C.A. Hut Fund, both nationally-led
charities. This benevolence was underlined in December
1916 when additional efforts were made to provide
Christmas fare for the fleet when ‘Christmas Puddings,
Cakes, Biscuits, Chocolates, Mince Pies, Toffee, tins of
Pears and Sherbet, Fruit and Vegetables, were dispatched in
specially made packing cases lined with holly’. (9)
Hinckley Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Families Association
The Hinckley Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Families Association’s
post-war report gives an immediate indication of problems
for the women of reservists called to the colours. It states
that, ’Wives of reservists called up on August 4th were
found to be without money, bewildered and helpless, those
of Territorial’s and the newly enlisted were soon to be in the
same condition, financial help for families of Soldiers and
Sailors had to be disbursed at once. (10) The words ‘rapid’
and ‘speedily’ are frequently mentioned in the archives of
the Association. (11)
Mrs Cope of the Cope family
of Osbaston Hall, inaugurated
the Hinckley Branch of the
Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Families
Association. It quickly
appointed an Hon. Secretary
and Hon. Treasurer, with
work commencing on the
15th August 1914. The
Hinckley Urban District
Council
found
the
Association an office in the
Council House, and a
Visiting Committee of
women was set up by the
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19th August, and within just 14 days after the declaration of
war, the Association had obtained office and administration
facilities necessary to investigate and process all incoming
claims. The Visiting Committee contained such prominent
family names as Atkins, Pilgrim, Bott, Aucott and Emery.
The Visitors operated on a zonal basis with each person
being responsible for their own area of the town. These
districts eventually numbered twenty, with the Visiting
Committee reaching a maximum number of twenty-eight
members.
The distribution of money and grants to the needy from The
Hinckley Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Families Association,
although solely at the discretion of the District Relief
Committee, was based on the Visiting Committee reports.
Assistance was paid from the outbreak of the war throughout
the conflict. The principles on which the money was
distributed were:
1. Advances made on account for delayed Separation
Allowances and Pensions.
2. Grants in kind, by orders on trades people.
3. Direct financial assistance, including funeral
expenses, maternity grants, rent allowances and,
particularly, separation allowances.
The wives of army reservists and Territorial soldiers who
had been recalled to the colours on the outbreak of war
found themselves in a parlous situation. Marwick’s allembracing general theory that the war swept away outmoded
national class distinctions and coincidentally promoted the
emancipation of women, fails to fully appreciate that the
process of such a change would cause suffering to those
most affected in the first instance. The Hinckley
Association’s post-war report was particularly scathing of
the Government, condemning as a ‘pittance’ the pre-war rate
of separation allowance of 7s.7d. a week for a wife with ½d.
a week for each dependant child. (12) These rates were
amended during the War with the Executive Committee of
the National Relief Fund raising the allowance from 11s.1d.
per week, with 1s.9d. for each child, to 12s.6d. per week,
with 2s. for each child. (13)
The Government, with a
slight increase in the child
allowance, adopted these
figures 1st October 1914. (14)

Castle Street, Hinckley, was the town’s main shopping area
during the First World War and is still easily recognisable
today. (From the private collection of R. D. King.)

Over three thousand letters
were written during wartime
in pursuit of remedial action.
(15) After the Armistice the
results were analysed to form
an Association archive and to
act as a record of the hard
work undertaken by the
Association’s
Visiting
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Committee. The analysis also
underlined the fact that the
Government went to war unprepared,
with only a peacetime social relief
structure. A consequence of this was
that serving men and their dependants
were denied immediate financial
assistance when men were killed,
wounded or taken prisoner. The
activities of the Visiting Committee
thus assumed an increasing importance
as local efforts strove to make up for
the shortfall in central government
planning.

Names of the Visiting Committee of the
Hinckley Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Families
Association. (Reproduced by permission
of the Record Office for Leicestershire,
Leicester and Rutland.)

The Association also assisted in
tracing enlisted men, and in instituting enquiries into the
difficult task of finding missing and wounded soldiers,
maintaining a register of soldiers’ and sailors’ wives and
dependants which was available for public scrutiny in the
Committee Room at the Council House. The Committee
Room became not only the centre for the Association’s
work, but also an unofficial enquiry and help bureau. This
was particularly appreciated by the families of serving men,
and as the war progressed, by the bereaved relatives of the
387 serving men who lost their lives. (16) The Association
was also instrumental in providing £121 obtained from the
Royal Patriotic Fund, for payment to the wives and
dependants of servicemen killed in action. Furthermore, it
arranged for relatives to be granted permits for visits to
convalescent hospitals and undertook correspondence with
serving soldiers and the War Office to resolve personal
problems. Queries from the Army authorities were
answered, and correspondence entered into with army
paymasters regarding allowances and the lodging of appeals
against decisions already made. For many, the War Office
Regulation Forms were ‘almost unintelligible to the average
dependent’ (17), and that the assistance of someone who
knew the system was very beneficial. Such were the talents
and abilities of Association members like Mrs Shirley
Atkins, and the two Misses Aucott (daughters of the hosiery
owner Thomas Aucott) who served on the Visiting
Committee.

With reference to the government’s role, Wilson suggests
that the central authorities were forced to take over
charitable relief when the middle and upper classes found it
difficult to maintain their levels of financial support. (18) He
does not however comment on the efforts of organisations
such as at Hinckley that assisted the claims of their fellow
townspeople for items such as state pensions. One possible
explanation for this situation is that the Hinckley women
were a considerable annoyance to the military authorities in
their continuing demands for improved pensions for local
military personnel and their dependants. (19) Another

explanation would be to cast doubt on
the efficiency of the military records
office in failing to cope with the huge
expansion of the wartime army. A
further consideration, even allowing
for the way the women of Hinckley
engaged in a struggle with various
military departments, was the financial
saving they made for the state - while it
is too sweeping a statement to maintain
that the Association did all the
administration for the military, there is
no doubt that their efforts saved
precious government resources at a
time of ever increasing demands.

One previously unimagined financial undertaking by the
Hinckley Association was to become the repository for
people’s financial savings in the period before ‘War Savings
Certificates’ were issued. (20) Members of the Association
assisted the servicemen’s dependants by visiting their homes
during periods of sickness, arranging for funerals in the
absence of the husband or father, and looking after
servicemen’s children who had been deserted by their
mothers. They were also active in finding employment and
housing for dependants. (21) In December 1914, and before
the advent of the increased Separation Allowance issued by
the Army Council, every child was issued with an article,
such as warm clothing, donated by the people of Hinckley,
including sixty-five garments gifted by the United States of
America. A supply of warm clothing was stockpiled by the
Visiting Committee for deserving cases, entirely decided
upon by the women Visitors’ reports. (22) Records show the
Association cared for seventy-two maternity cases before the
opening of Hinckley’s Child Welfare Centre. The children
received medical aid provided by the Visiting Committee,
and during the measles epidemic of 1915, 145 were visited
daily. (23) Regular nursing visits, milk, eggs and beef tea
were also provided. This exceeded the standard view of
charitable relief which was typically portrayed as the raising
of money and visiting the sick. Soldiers’ dependants also
had entertainment provided for them by the Association. At
Christmas 1914 a party was held for three hundred wives
and children, with the money being provided by various
collections. A Tipperary or Social Club met weekly between
1914 and 1915 at the Mission Room, loaned by Canon
Hurrell, which was almost entirely self-supporting. At
Christmas 1915 Mr and Mrs Hawley provided a Christmas
tree, tea and gifts for some 1,700 soldiers’ wives, mothers
and children at the local skating rink.
The Underprivileged Women of Hinckley
There were also the women of Hinckley who constituted an
underprivileged class and who were the main recipients of
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assistance from the more affluent women’s charitable
wartime organisations. Typically, these poorer women were
drawn from war widows who could not work due to childminding, those awaiting the payment of state pensions, the
infirm and the elderly. A. S. Atkins compiled a register of
316 such women along with their addresses. (24) As well as
War widows, Atkins’ list included widowed mothers who
had also lost their sons, and with them, their chief means of
support. Comparing the 1901 Census which recorded 5,049
females residing in Hinckley with Atkins’ figures, this
indicates that approximately 6% of townswomen were likely
to have been receiving some form of charitable relief during
the war. The details contained in the list describe the
subsidies given for groceries and fuel bills; but with no
account of other payments such as war pensions granted by
either the state or the District Relief Committee.
The surviving reports filed by the Association’s Visitors
contained information on each woman’s employment, on
members of their family, and the regiment in which any
males of the household were serving. (25) For example,
Miss Hincks who visited a Mrs Sarah Bailey, judged the
claimant to be a, ‘very deserving case’, and accordingly
awarded her 5s.6d. per week for groceries. (26). A Mrs
Herbert was visited by Miss Bedford as her case number 42,
her report containing information about a son adopted in
1902 and who was serving with the 5th Battalion D
Company, the Leicestershire Regiment. The son had
supported the home as the father was unable to work and the
mother nursed her baby who was often ill. The mother also
suffers from ‘a very bad leg’. The family did not pay a rent
but paid an (unspecified) mortgage. The decision taken by
the DRC was that she was a genuine case for financial
assistance and she was awarded an initial payment of 2s. per
week for groceries for two weeks followed by 5s. per week
for the next eight weeks. (27) Although this particular
register only gives up to the first ten weeks of payment, it
does demonstrate a pattern of careful investigation and
implementation. There are no surviving recorded instances
of the rejection of a claimant, or of an appeal against such
a rejection. Occasionally the committee advised to give
relief when necessary but not money.
The foregoing examples indicate the near total authority
on the part of the members of the visiting sub-committee –
reflections on the expectations of their social standing and
‘right’ to decide on behalf of fellow citizens in the absence
of government aid. In this they were no different to their
male counterparts on the District Relief Committee.
Working Class Women in Hinckley’s Hosiery Industry and
Changes in Women’s Employment during World War One
As noted above, Hinckley was unusual in that pre-war it
already had a substantial female population employed in
the town’s hosiery industry. Most worked as shop-floor
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operatives, with men doing the heavier jobs. Some women
workers would have been unmarried, others already widows
at the outbreak of war, and those who were married and
were to some extent left to fend for themselves and their
children when their men went off to war.
Nationally, the changing roles of women during wartime
was considerably impacted upon by the Munitions of War
Act 1915. In the pre-war era De Groot contends most
women were tied to the ‘traditional female employment’
typified by him as domestic service, food processing,
millinery and light industry. (28) Bilton argues that it was
the First World War’s influence that enabled women to
progress from suffragette protesters to accepted members of
a national workforce. Whilst the number of women
nationally employed in the munitions industry rose from
212,000 in 1914 to 947,000 in 1918, the number working in
the textile industry fell from 863,000 to 818,000, and in the
clothing industry from 612,000 to 556,000. The munitions
industry gained substantially from those women employed
in domestic service, whose numbers fell from 1,658,000 in
1914 to 1,250,000 in 1918. (29) An overview of the changes
to women’s employment is given below. The Act was also
seen to encompass ‘the idea that the interests of the state and
the community should take priority over the interests of the
individuals’. (30) There were four munitions factories in
wartime Hinckley - Moore Bros. on Wood Street and Albert
Road, W. K. Flavell also on Wood Street, Peacock and
Waller’s at the Alma Works. These four were part of a
consortium of munitions factories in the East Midlands. (31)
Wilson writes that prior to 1914 women had not gained
acceptance within the realms of the heavier industries,
largely due to laws that prohibited them undertaking certain
industrial work. (32) Thomason, an Industrial Relations
commentator, maintains that, ironically early legislation,
which is always grouped under the generic title of the Truck
and Factory Acts 1831-1940, had been enacted to protect
women and children from unscrupulous owners, and
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included the prohibition of females from heavy work in
unsafe conditions and the curtailment of long hours during
the working week. (33) Marwick argues that this was the
war that enabled females to become established in the
heavier types of industry during the conflict, with the
important qualification that many women were bound by
trade union agreements and expected to leave their industrial
occupations and return to their pre-war work at the end of
the conflict. This was to enable returning demobilized men
to resume their previous employment with the full
agreement of the appropriate trade union.
Hinckley undertook numerous government contracts during
the war. In the hosiery industry this was notably for military
uniforms and clothes. But as more men left the town’s
hosiery industry, it became apparent that either women
would need to be allowed to carry out heavier work in the
industry, or there needed to be more reserved occupations
amongst the male workers. Following two area meetings in
December 1915 between Rogers, the Superintending
Inspector of Factories, and the local unions (34), an
agreement was reached with immediate effect whereby
women were allowed into all production areas as operatives,
albeit under five stringent rules:
1. The women had to be physically fit to operate the
production machinery
2. Women were to be paid the same piecework rate as men
3. They were only to be employed where trained males
were not available
4. All agreements were to be considered temporary and
would cease with the ending of the war
5. Disputes would be resolved by an adjudication
committee comprising employers and trade union officials.
An independent chairman could be co-opted if considered
necessary (35)

This was the nearest the hosiery industries came to the
principle of ‘dilution’, in that unskilled female workers,
never before considered to be suitable for the more technical
and highly paid jobs, would now, by trade union agreement,
be allowed to work in those areas.
Attempts to find out what actually happened in Hinckley
during the war are hindered by what appears to have been
the covert censoring of articles appearing in the Hinckley
Times by the newspaper’s proprietor, Baxter. This was
particularly true in the case of women and employment, both
during and post war. However, such information can be
found in the public domain, for example by a series of
articles appearing in the Labour Party publication, the
Leicester Pioneer, and in forming the subject of newspaper
debate elsewhere, but not in Hinckley. The Leicester
Pioneer of the 26th January 1917, under the heading
‘Position of Women after the War’, (36) carried a full report
of the annual conference of the Women’s Labour League
held at Salford. Obviously party politics played a large part

in the insertion of this item, but it does demonstrate that, not
only were such meetings taking place, but that they were
being reported. One resolution passed at the conference was
the demand for financial compensation for those women
forced to return to lower paid peacetime work at the
conclusion of the war. This applied to women working in
jobs held by men who were serving in the armed forces.
From some perspectives, it is perhaps understandable that
this item would not have appeared in the Hinckley Times, as
it could have caused severe disruption to the collective
bargain made between the factory owners and trade unions
in Hinckley.

Peace Day procession of July 19th 1919 at Burbage. The
children appear healthy and well-dressed, an indication of
the comparative prosperity of Hinckley and the surrounding
villages. (From the private collection of R. D. King.)

The following month, the Hinckley Times of 10th February
1917 reported on a Hinckley council meeting at which the
subject of National Service was debated. T. Beardsmore was
of the general opinion that there were no unemployed men
or women in the town. Bott made no reference to women in
his submission and was adamant that no more skilled men
could be lost from the hosiery trade if production was to be
maintained. (37) With his comment that the loss of two
skilled men could leave 250 others without work leads to the
conclusion that women, at least to the local hosiery owners,
were still identified as unskilled workers at this later stage of
the war. This total dependence on the male workers was to
continue during the post war period. The’ hand of Baxter’
can be discerned in this report. It is improbable that over 200
operatives, engaged on government contracts, would have
been thrown out of work by the loss of two or three men, but
the crucial point is that was how the matter was reported,
and therefore would be understood throughout the town.
Where female workers in Hinckley wanted to undertake a
change of work involving the learning of greater skills, or
higher wages, this appears to have been difficult to
accomplish. An analysis of an advertisement for munitions
workers appearing in the Hinckley Times of 16th January
1917 (38) explains why Government contracts had been
awarded to Hinckley hosiery companies at the onset of war
for military uniform cloth, this being to keep the local
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hosiery workers in full employment. (39) As the
advertisement was worded, the contractual nature of the
munitions work shows many women would have been
excluded from entering the armaments industry on
employment or on residency grounds. The advertisement
could, however, have attracted female school leavers.
Elsewhere in Leicester and Leicestershire however, women
had started to go into munitions work after the Ministry of
Munitions was established in May 1915. (40) In Hinckley,
the strictures on munitions work assisted the town’s hosiery
factory owners to retain their existing female staff on lower
skilled and lower paid work, with many of the skilled local
hosiery jobs becoming reserved male occupations. In time,
as labour shortages became more prevalent, women in the
Hinckley hosiery industry were to benefit by increased
wages obtained by the hosiery trades unions.
Conclusions
To Stevenson, Bilton and Wilson, the model of women in
wartime Britain tends to centre on the gradual absorption of
females into the manufacturing and transport industries. This
was not the case in Hinckley as women already formed a
significant part of the local hosiery industry as indeed they
had done since the eighteenth century. What does appear to
have happened is that during the war many working class
women of Hinckley continued to work in the town’s hosiery
factories, now on vital war work, although not necessarily
making the crossover into more skilled hosiery jobs, nor into
better paid work in one of the town’s munitions factories. As
wage earners in their own right, those with husbands away
for the war, would have some personal means to support
themselves and their children at home.
Many of the less fortunate and underprivileged women of
Hinckley with limited initial and later potentially nonexistent means of male wage earning support during the war,
needed to look for support from elsewhere. In Leicester and
elsewhere in Leicestershire, much of this came from
charitable work, primarily organised by women from the
middle and upper classes. (41) In Hinckley, it is noticeable
that it was the wives and daughters of the town’s
manufacturers, professionals and councillors, who played
the greatest part in organising relief and providing support.
The women provided leadership and organisational skills,
linking their activities into national relief networks.
Research into the Ladies’ Visiting Committee, the
investigatory arm of the Hinckley Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Families Association, has shown their activities ranged from
fighting for the correct pension benefits for servicemen’s
dependants and underprivileged women to the provision of
maternity care for expectant mothers. The services of the
committee’s women were heavily in demand, particularly
during the early days of the conflict, and accomplished a lot
54

at very little cost to the central government.
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Working Class Mothers and the Birth
Control Movement (1930-1953)
Shirley Aucott

T

his is the second and concluding part of this article,
which will examine how well into the twentieth
century, persistent ignorance of birth control
methods, the cost of contraceptives, a lack of access to and
the embarrassment of approaching the subject led to constant
fear of unwanted pregnancies, untold suffering, ill-health,
poverty and sometimes death. In an effort to alleviate and
overcome these problems and provide safe and reliable
forms of birth control, not only for working class women,
but all married women, Leicester’s Medical Officer of
Health, Dr Charles Killick Millard and various other local
pioneering women and men fought against Government
restrictions, hostile opposition from some Leicester City
Councillors and Church authorities, strongly held religious
beliefs, medical professional protectionism and ignorance,
moral judgement, prejudice and prudery.
The Birth Control Conference, held at Central Hall,
Westminster, on 4th April 1930 was well attended by people
from local authority maternity and child welfare centres,
Labour Party Women’s Sections, members of the Women’s
Co-operative Guild, and workers from birth control clinics
and other local bodies. The conference resolved to call upon
the Minister of Health, Arthur Greenwood, and Public
Health Authorities to allow medical officers working in local
authority maternity and child welfare clinics to give birth
control advice to married women who requested it. This
conference call, and the continuing demand on the
Government for the provision of state controlled birth
control facilities finally resulted in the Minister of Health
responding to the pressure by issuing Memorandum
153/MCW three months after the conference. This gave
permission for birth control advice to be given to married
women attending the clinics whose health would be
seriously compromised by a further pregnancy. Initially it
was sent only to just a few selected local authorities, and
was not issued to the press, which meant it only reached a
very narrow audience until they were forced to re-issue it to
all local authorities in March 1931.
Millard wasted no time in requesting permission from
Leicester City Council’s Health Committee to give birth
control advice. The Committee responded favourably on
20th June 1930 to allow Medical Officers of Health in
attendance at anti-natal and infant welfare clinics to advise
married women where advice seemed appropriate.

Millard now felt able, for the first time, to write about the
subject of birth control in a last minute addition to his 1929
Annual Report, which was published in July 1930. He also
made it quite clear in the Report that Memorandum
153/MCW did not go far enough in terms of its eligibility:
Pending the time when Local Authorities generally
will regard it as part of their duty to provide facilities
whereby poor married women desiring it, and
requiring it, can obtain medical advice on the subject
of birth control, a number of Birth Control Clinics
have been provided by voluntary effort in a number
of towns. The following is a list: - London (4
Clinics), Wolverhampton, Cannock, Cambridge,
Manchester, Salford, Glasgow, Oxford, Aberdeen,
Birmingham, Rotherham, Newcastle-on-Tyne and
Nottingham. (1)
In the same month that Millard’s Report was published, the
City Council deferred the Health Committee’s decision, but
when it was presented to them again in September, the
Council passed it by 31 votes to 19.
Prior to the Council’s deferment, the Health Committee
resolved to join the National Birth Control Council (which
changed its name to the Birth Control Association in 1931
and then to the Family Planning Association in 1939) and
appointed Millard as their representative on its governing
body. At a further meeting of the Health Committee on 3rd
December they sanctioned the use of the Maternity and
Child Welfare Clinic at 18 King Street to be used for the
purpose of giving birth control advice.
As a response to the passing of Memorandum 153/MCW
and because medical schools did not include contraception
on their curriculum, the Royal Institute of Public Health
thought it necessary to arrange a series of free lectures for
medical practitioners on the subject of ‘Contraception and
Allied Questions.’ Millard was invited by them to give a
lecture on ‘Contraception and the Medical Officer of
Health.’ (2) Dr Helena Wright, a leading figure in the birth
control movement, writing in 1959, many years after these
lectures, said that: ‘A knowledge of birth control methods is
still not demanded of qualifying doctors by the medical
syllabus or the examining boards.’ (3)
Leicester’s first local authority Birth Control Clinic was
opened on 26th March 1931 and although Millard was
pleased to have achieved this goal, he was still clearly
55
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dissatisfied with the restricted eligibility of Memorandum
153/MCW which debarred many women from: ‘... receiving
the advice on the matter of contraception which they so
urgently need from the Birth Control Clinic specially
designed for their benefit.’ (4)
Consequently Millard continued to raise his concerns about
the limitations of the Memorandum with the Ministry,
including a meeting with Dame Janet Campbell (Senior
Medical Officer in charge of Maternity and Child Welfare
work) and Mr Maclachlan, Assistant Secretary on 3rd June
1931. Most members of the Health Committee had given
Millard their continuing support, but it was not until a
meeting held on the 5th April 1933 that they were finally
able to give him permission to extend eligibility to a wider
number of women with serious health problems, who had
previously not been eligible because they did not attend the
Maternity and Child Welfare Clinic. These included women
suffering from tuberculosis, heart disease, kidney disease,
diabetes, profound anaemia, certain types of arthritis, toxic
goitre, also women suffering from mental disorders,
including inheritable forms of insanity, epilepsy, or feeblemindedness, as well as women suffering from local or
gynaecological affections or malformation. (5)
Labour Councillor Emily Fortey, a member of the Health
Committee, did not support Millard. She was a Catholic who
was strongly opposed to birth control and this landed her in
trouble with the local Labour Party in 1930, and again in
1931, when she ran a campaign to prevent contraceptives
being supplied and sold to patients attending the Local
Authority Birth Control Clinic. The issue was raised at a
meeting of the Health Committee on 26th June 1931 when
they decided by 24 votes to 15 that: ‘... it is desirable to
purchase and resell birth control appliances to those women
who are given advice on birth control at the Clinic provided
for that purpose.’ (6) This was a step forward in making it
easier and cheaper for working class women to obtain
contraceptives.
There was limited access to contraceptives for the average
person other than sheaths, or ‘Rendell’s’ spermicidal
pessaries. Buying such items as sheaths, if they could be
afforded, was often embarrassing because they were only
available from chemist’s shops, where they were neither on
display nor advertised, or at barber’s shops. This made it
virtually impossible for women to buy them because of their
association with prostitution. In the absence of
contraceptives, coitus interuptus was a method commonly
adopted but of course, this meant that women had no control
over intercourse. Research into the 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s
carried out by Maureen Sutton in Lincolnshire demonstrates
this:
We couldn’t always afford to buy French Letters
[sheaths] so we often did it without anything. He
56

Advertisement for Rendell’s Pessaries. (The Author’s
personal collection.)

couldn’t always time it proper so I got caught more
times than I wanted. In the end we didn’t do it so
much. I couldn’t stand it any longer; it was too much
of a worry you see. I had nine and I didn’t want no
more. (7)
In Millard’s 1929 Health Report he felt confident in saying
that ‘... public opinion had changed greatly in recent years in
its attitude to what is commonly referred to as birth control.’
(8) This opinion was rather over-optimistic in reality as birth
control remained a taboo subject. Even if someone had any
knowledge of it, they were sometimes reluctant to admit to
it, as explained by John Worsdall when talking about an
incident which happened in 1934:
I remember me Mum, who was very narrow minded
on some things, and she described Marie Stopes as an
evil woman and yet one day I was looking in a
drawer for something and I found two books by
Marie Stopes and my Mum found that I was with
them and of course she was at great pains to say that
“I didn’t buy them, they were lent to me”. (9)
Reticence and embarrassment in approaching the subject
with a doctor was still very evident in the 1940’s, as told by
Don and Doris Connolly who moved from slum housing in
Brierley Street, Leicester, to New Parks Council Estate in
the late 1940’s:
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When we moved from the city centre we had three
children and that wasn’t unusual then. You must
remember at this time contraception wasn’t talked
about like it is today. It seems hard to believe but at
that time people didn’t talk about things like that. We
knew of it vaguely, but not in any sort of direct way. I
mean we wouldn’t dare to ask anyone and no one
volunteered to tell you about birth control. There
were all sorts of tales about it. (10)
Lack of explanation by the doctor and the ignorance of the
patient could also lead to such an example as the following
experience described by Irene Bailey, a midwife working in
the Belgrave Road area in the 1930’s: ‘The doctor told him
to wear a sheath at all times. The patient took him at his
word, but discovered that he couldn’t pee with it on, so he
cut a hole in the end and his wife became pregnant again.’ (11)
In 1946, when Dr Sheila Lee came to Coalville, a largely
working class town in North West Leicestershire, to take
over a general practice, she was astounded by the birth
control advice being given to patients by a local doctor:
‘You know what makes babies, so if you don’t want babies
you know what to do.’ (12) She also discovered that an
unmarried midwife working in the town also gave the same
advice.
It is not known how many of Leicester’s general
practitioners were sufficiently knowledgeable and willing to
give birth control advice to their patients in the 1920s, ‘30s
and ‘40s. Dr Gertrude Austin, who qualified in 1906, came
to Leicester in 1910 to set up a general practice on London
Road. She was an advocate of birth control as remembered
by Dr Joan Walker:
... She had been the only woman doctor [in Leicester]
to give advice at a time when it was a delicate subject
... Dr Lucy Simpson Davies would not have anything
to do with it at all. She thought all artificial methods
were wrong. She was not R.C. When I took over Dr
Austin’s practice [in 1938] she pressed on me very
hard to do this work ... I had no end to the demand
from women referred by each other. The majority of
women who sought contraceptive advice were middle
class and professional. (13)
The limited eligibility criteria needed to attend the Local
Authority Birth Control Clinic, the absence of a voluntary
sector clinic in the city, reliance on expensive contraceptives
bought over the counter, coitus interuptus, abstinence and
ignorance continued to cause married women to resort to the
more drastic and dangerous practice of abortion. As a
consequence the early 1930s began to see growing support
for the legalisation of abortion. Millard gave his support to
this movement when attending a debate on the medical

aspects of abortion at the Kensington Division of the British
Medical Association on 15th November 1932:
... they all must be impressed by the hardship entailed
upon married women who had large families of
children ... and they all knew to what desperate straits
these poor women were reduced. In spite of severe
penalties, illicit or criminal abortion was still
common and brought about grave injury to health ...
the State ought not to interfere with the rights of the
subject because of certain views which were based on
dogmatic religion. (14)
Unlike the nineteenth century when there were no abortion
statistics available for Leicester, there were some for the first
half of the twentieth century. The 1937 Medical Officer of
Health’s report by Dr Kenneth Macdonald, who had
succeeded Millard in 1935, confirmed the continuing
number of known illegal abortions in Leicester: ‘Increasing
demand for accommodation at the LRI was met by the
establishment in February 1935 of a maternity ward of 11
beds. It must be mentioned that during each year 314
patients includes an average of 100 cases of abortion.’ (15)
Mrs Wakefield, a health visitor in the Wharf Street area of
Leicester in the 1940s and early 1950s, recalled there being:
‘... quite a few ‘back street’ abortionists in the area. Some of
them got into trouble.’ (16) Wharf Street was in a very
deprived, working class area of Leicester where Mrs
Wakefield experienced firsthand the deprivation and poverty
of some of the families that she visited: ‘They lived in
atrocious conditions. A lot of them were in back-to-backs
[with] no running water [and] no bathrooms ... Very often
they had about eight children ... [The mothers] would
desperately try to breast feed and as soon as they had
finished they were pregnant again.’ (17) Mrs Wakefield was
also clinic nurse at the Local Authority Birth Control Clinic
and knew that if these women did not have a serious health
condition they were unable to attend the Clinic: ‘You see it
was not for everybody ... it was only recommended on
medical grounds ... so they had to have a note from their
health visitor, midwife or doctor.’ (18)
Continuing lack of access to the Local Authority Birth
Control Clinic also affected other married women with low
incomes who wanted to control the number of children they
had, as experienced by Margaret Stanton. Margaret and her
husband had their first child in 1944 and because they had
very little money they wanted to space their children and so
used ‘Volpar Gels’ (Voluntary Parenthood Gels) as a form
of birth control: ‘They came in glass containers and were
very messy, but very effective ... I bought them from a
chemist shop where I wasn’t known ... Compared with food
they were very expensive.’ (19) Buying contraceptives from
a chemist was often as embarrassing for the assistants as it
was for the purchaser. Margaret recalled asking a chemist’s
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assistant for ‘Farex’ (baby food) and was instead given
‘Durex’ by an embarrassed, male assistant.
Margaret was unable to ask her general practitioner for
advice because he was a: ‘very remote figure’ and she had
discovered: ‘... that the Catholic influence had had some
bearing on a lack of development of services [in Leicester].’
(20) Since there was no clinic in Leicester, she decided to go
to the Nottingham voluntary-run birth control clinic: ‘The
Clinic was in the basement of an old building [and although]
it was very primitive they had the right equipment.’ (21)
This Clinic had been opened by a Nottingham women’s
group on 27th March 1930 and championed by the
Nottingham Journal: ‘A small group of courageous people
in Nottingham had the courage of their convictions and
formed a committee, in face of great difficulty and active
opposition succeeded in establishing the first Birth Control
Clinic in our city.’ (22)
The ‘Nottingham Women’s Welfare Centre,’ was situated at
100 Goldsmith Street. It was totally reliant on public
donations. Even its Medical Officer, Dr Doris Nicklin, gave
her services free of charge. Not only had the Nottingham
Journal supported the opening of the clinic, it also allowed
the women to advertise its weekly services and opening
times and strongly criticised those who sought to condemn
the Clinic:
Opponents tell us that the existence of Birth Control
Clinics encourages prostitution. This is a gross insult
to womanhood, and is certainly not correct. The
patients who attend are all clean, normal, selfrespecting married women, who are desirous of
spacing their children for health or economic reasons.
(23)
Going to Nottingham became quite a logistical problem for
Margaret Stanton, so she therefore decided to try and get a
F.P.A. clinic opened in Leicester. Prior to doing this she had
established a tenants association on the New Parks Council
Estate where she lived, and through this became aware of the
great unmet need for contraceptive advice among various
women members. Armed with this information in January
1949, she wrote to the Birth Control Advisory Bureau, the
F.P.A., the Walworth Women’s Welfare Centre and the
North Kensington Women’s Welfare Centre requesting
information about how to establish an independent birth
control clinic. The North Kensington Women’s Welfare
Centre was fulsome in giving Margaret detailed advice.
However they thought that the F.P.A. would be more able to
offer her help to establish a clinic, and this was eventually to
be the case. A Mrs S. C. S. Robinson, general secretary of
the F.P.A., responded to Margaret’s letter demonstrating a
clear determination to support the establishment of a clinic
in Leicester, and that a Mrs Marjorie Evans, the
Headquarters Organiser, would be willing: ‘... to spend a day
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c1940s. (Courtesy
of Jenny Stanton.)

in Leicester and talk over the whole question with you ... and
the local Medical Officer of Health to try to enlist his
support.’ (24)
The meeting took place on 2nd February 1949 but Margaret
was not particularly impressed by Mrs Evans: ‘I got the
impression that she was quite taken aback to find a young
presentable lady, living on a council estate. Someone who
was very ordinary. I was quite hurt because I never heard
from her again.’ (25) Eventually Margaret was able to attend
the Leicester Clinic on medical grounds. However, the battle
to establish a F.P.A. clinic in Leicester was far from over, in
fact it had barely begun.
Shortly after Margaret’s efforts to establish a F.P.A. clinic, a
small group of Leicester people were again to take up the
challenge. Surprisingly they had no knowledge of
Margaret’s earlier efforts. Dr William Kind, a Leicestershire
Medical Officer of Health, was to set the ball rolling again in
1950 when he wrote to the F.P.A. asking them to assess the
possibility of opening a clinic in Leicester.
The action taken by the F.P.A. was to assemble a small
nucleus of women who would, along with Dr Kind, form a
committee with the intention of opening a clinic. Local
women’s groups were asked to put forward the names of
women who were willing to serve on the committee. Mrs
Lena Joseph’s (then Pomerance) name was put forward by
her sister, a doctor who already worked for the F.P.A. Lena
had already done voluntary work for the Family Service
Unit and had seen many problems created in families by
unwanted pregnancies. Other women included Mrs Gladys
Inglesant, the first treasurer, who had worked voluntarily for
the Marriage Guidance Council and, like Lena, had
witnessed marital problems caused by contraceptive
ignorance. The other women to join the Committee were
Mrs Dorothy Merrick, who became the initial chairperson
before Dr Kind, Mrs Wilson, the secretary, and Mrs. Ena
Ashwell.
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The Committee knew that there had been opposition from:
‘... a strong Catholic influence on the Local Council’ and
from Dr E. B. Berenice Humphries, the Leicester Medical
Officer for Maternity and Child Welfare, who had been
appointed in 1929, who they regarded as: ‘a prejudiced
maternity and child welfare doctor.’ (26) By the early 1950s
Dr Humphries, who was in charge of the Birth Control
Clinic, was still closely adhering to the criteria laid down by
the Government in 1933. Lena Joseph remembered Dr
Humphries’ response when she knew about the intentions of
the newly formed Committee: ‘We didn’t receive help of
any kind from [her]. She warned people not to come if we
did open a clinic because we didn’t know what we were
doing because we were just a bunch of interfering women ...
She seemed quite unable to realise the worry that these poor
women were having. Their real desperation ... in fact [she
was] very, very prejudiced, yes.’ (27) Doctor Humphries’
clinic nurse, Mrs Wakefield, confirmed these accusations:
‘Dr Humphries was very cross about the new clinic setting
up because she didn’t think it [birth control] should be
available to everyone.’ (28)

that’s when they said they were horrified that we wasn’t
dispensing orange juice and powdered milk and threw us
out. We were regarded as totally immoral, interfering with
nature and all that. They wouldn’t have anything to do with
it.’ (29)
The Clinic stationery had already been printed and general
practitioners had also been notified of the Clinic’s location
and opening date. Having to have the membership cards and
stationary reprinted was an expense the Committee could illafford. It was another four months before a member of the
Committee eventually found other premises for the Clinic at
the West End Adult School on Western Road, who had no
objections to the Committee’s aims.
Long before the Clinic opened the Committee had taken
various decisions: ‘We agreed right from the very beginning
that we would never call clients patients and tried never to
give any hint of medical reasons.’ (30) They also decided
not to wear uniforms, or to follow F.P.A. guidelines on what
questions to ask their clients, including their religion.
The Leicester Family Planning Clinic was eventually opened
in late October 1953. Above the entrance door to the hall
where the Clinic was held there was a shield inscribed with
the motto ‘United we stand, divided we fall’. This could not
have been more appropriate as it was a determined and
united group of people who had fought long and hard to
achieve their aim.

Dr Berenice Humphries, Leicester Medical Officer for
Maternity and Infant Welfare Services and the Birth Control
Clinic. (The Author’s personal collection. Unable to trace
original source.)

The Committee did not realise that there would be
considerable opposition from various other quarters in the
City. Their initial challenge was to find a room for
committee meetings. As soon as their objective was
discovered the rooms they had booked suddenly became
‘unavailable’. After eventually finding premises, it took
them a further two years to find suitable premises for the
Clinic itself at St. Marks Church rooms, Belgrave Road,
which was in the heart of a working class area. Just when
they thought their troubles were over, one week before the
scheduled opening, St Mark’s Parish Council withdrew the
offer: ‘We did actually have our stock delivered there and

After almost three years of planning with many problems
overcome, the opening night, as Lena Joseph recalled, was
not entirely the success that they had envisaged. Only three
women arrived at the Clinic, one of whom was pregnant.
The session was also accompanied by a choral rendition of a
song that left an indelible mark on Lena’s memory:
‘Different rooms were held for different purposes and our
first night, above our heads, the local operatic society was
rehearsing ‘Chu Chin Chow’ and I don’t want to hear the
‘Cobblers Song’ again ... So the first night wasn’t a rip
roaring success.’ (31)
Although the premises at the Adult School were adequate,
their initial equipment was very basic: ‘We managed to fit
up a lot of screens, for which we made the curtains, and we
had a large room and going off it was the kitchen, just the
main kitchen for the building ... And at the other end of the
building ... it had toilets. So, that make do as it was, we felt
that it was possible.’ (32)
Trestle tables were used for examination couches and made
comfortable, as remembered by Gladys Inglesant: ‘I had two
old cot mattresses, so I covered them up well and we used
those [to cover the trestle tables] until we could afford to get
something.’ (33) Gladys also recalled how as the treasurer:
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‘I remember going to the bank. I had to open an account you
see ... and he [the cashier] said “Good Lord, I have never
heard of these people”.’ (34)
All of the women who served on the Committee worked in
the Clinic as volunteer interviewers, dispensers and
receptionists. Lena believed that they were all: ‘... willing to
work voluntarily for a cause we thought so worthy.’ (35)
Gladys believed: ‘We were there to do service.’ (36) This
was despite the fact that her parents had told her that: ‘I
should have thought you could have found something better
to do than that.’ (37)

The conclusion to part one and two of this article has in
many ways thrown up more questions than it has been able
to answer, the principal one being why did it take so long for
a voluntary birth control clinic, independent from the Local
Authority, to be established in Leicester? A Nottingham
women’s group had achieved this in 1930 with the full
backing of the local newspaper, the Nottingham Journal.
This was an extremely brave decision taken by the
Newspaper as the media’s response to birth control coverage
was extremely cautious until the mid 1950s.

Ann Kind, the wife of Dr Kind, who had done some
nurse training before marriage, helped with the Clinic
work before becoming much more involved at a later
stage: ‘I would be doing the sterilising in the kitchen ...
we had a fish kettle and we boiled up all the caps and
instruments with the caretaker sitting there reading the
Mercury and smoking.’ (38)
The doctor and the nurse were the only medical staff
and because the Clinic was run under the auspices of
the F.P.A. the doctor had to be a woman. The name of
the first doctor has been forgotten, but she was soon
succeeded by Dr Marie Simpson who went on to work
at the Clinic for many years despite the fact that: ‘We
were considered to be almost a dirty word.’ (39)
Although the Committee did not use any form of
advertising, word of mouth and G.P. referrals soon saw
the numbers attending the Clinic increase, although to
begin with it was largely middle class women who
sought advice: ‘After a little while people flocked in
[and it was] first come, first served ... People sat with West End Adult School, Leicester. (Reproduced by permission of
their stockings rolled down and their pants off waiting the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)
to be seen. [This was] to get them through quickly because
Why then had Leicester’s middle class women not followed
we had only got one doctor and one nurse.’ (40)
the same route as the Nottingham women until the early
The Clinic’s opening times were from 6 pm to 9.30 pm, but
the demand was so great that it often did not close its doors
until 10.30 pm. The F.P.A. policy was to help women to
regulate and control their own fertility. Consequently, the
methods of contraception that were recommended and
dispensed from the Clinic were the ‘Dutch’ cap, spermicidal
creams, gels and pessaries. Contraceptives were also sold at
a cheaper price than in chemist’s shops. A means test was
introduced which meant that many working class women
were able to benefit from a reduced fee and cheaper prices
for the products, some women having nothing to pay at all.
Finally, married women were now able to benefit from
advice about safe, cheaper and reliable forms of
contraception, without having to have medical grounds and
without anyone standing in moral judgement of them, as had
been the case when women sought advice from Dr
Humphries who had made them ‘feel very guilty!’. (41)
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1950s? This is particularly interesting since the Leicester
branch of the National Union of Women Workers, whose
members were largely middle class, founded the Leicester
Health Society in 1906 and through this had worked in a
voluntary capacity with some of the most deprived and
impoverished working class women in Leicester. Were these
the women who Millard attacked in his 1917 presidential
address to the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society?
It does seem to me something approaching hypocrisy
for the educated classes . . . to be quietly and
privately availing themselves of the knowledge and
means which science . . . has placed at the disposal of
mankind, in order to escape from what they regard . .
. as the evil of over-childbearing, and yet to join in a
conspiracy of silence to keep this same knowledge
from reaching the poor who need it so very much
more. (42)
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To attempt to answer this question in this conclusion would
not do it justice as it is far too lengthy and complex. There
are, however, other questions that can be answered to some
degree, but even here a lack of evidence makes it difficult to
be conclusive.
Millard became a local and national leading figure in the
birth control movement and was held in high esteem by his
fellow campaigners. It took him many years to integrate
birth control advice into the Local Authority Maternity and
Child Welfare services, believing them to be natural allies.
Although he must have felt a sense of achievement in
accomplishing this, he must also have been disappointed that
contraceptive advice was still not available to all people who
requested it, particularly poor working class mothers.
When looking at the overall picture in Leicester, in
conjunction with the national one, Leicester certainly seems
to have had many similar barriers to the widening of its birth
control services. The Catholic influence had a considerable
impact nationally on its lack of development as discussed in
Audrey Lethard’s book The Fight for Family Planning and
this can clearly be seen to have been evident on Leicester
City Council. Dr Humphries also played a significant role in
limiting the scope and development of the Local Authority
Birth Control Clinic. She kept within the strict 1933
Government guidelines, whereas some Medical Officers of
Health, by the early 1950s, took a more liberal
interpretation.
Lethard also cites financial economy as having a
considerable contribution to the lack of services developing
nationally. This was certainly the case why contraception
was not included in the National Health Service in 1948. It
was also a factor raised by Dr Kind and the Committee of
women in the early 1950s: ‘When we first met as a
committee we felt how wrong it was for such a prosperous
city, which was at that time very go ahead. It was either the
second or third wealthiest city in Europe, if you please, and
yet no money was available for this kind of welfare.’ (43)
Although these two articles have been limited by the lack of
evidence in certain areas, there does seem to have been a
great deal of hostility to the widening of birth control
facilities from some major sectors of Leicester’s society.
This undoubtedly led to a great deal of unhappiness, anxiety
and suffering, and in some cases, an untimely death for an
unknown number of working-, and even middle-class
women.
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Recent Publications
Edited by Cynthia Brown
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
FISHING AND MANAGING THE TRENT IN THE
MEDIEVAL PERIOD (7TH – 14TH CENTURY):
EXCAVATIONS AT HEMINGTON QUARRY (1998 –
2000), CASTLE DONINGTON, UK – BAR BRITISH
SERIES 633
Lynden P. Cooper, Susan Ripper and other contributors
BAR Publishing, 2017, 84pp, illus., ISBN 9781407316178, £20
The British Archaeological
Reports series is an excellent
way of enabling readers to
explore archaeological results
without having to devour the
full, formal and technical
reports of excavations. This
particular volume focuses on
ancient channels of the River
Trent where movements of the
channels caused structures
relating to inland fishery,
especially of eels, to be
preserved. It has chapters on fish weirs, the early twelfth
century stone weir and jetties, with appendices on mill
paddles, animal bones and waterlogged wood and plants. It
is richly illustrated with diagrams, tables and images. The
life cycle of eels, with predictable migration, meant that they
offered a valuable resource based on installation of fish
weirs which could be used to catch the eels in quantity.
Anglo-Saxon fish weirs or traps, which were lines of posts
with wattle fences, caught silver eels as they migrated
downstream to the sea in the autumn. Another type of weir
restricted water flow and caught the less mature yellow eels
in basket traps. The later medieval sites were parts of the
manorial river fishery of Castle Donington. In the twelfth
century a mill dam, using a stone and timber weir in
conjunction with huge eel baskets was utilised. Weir
fisheries were in fact barriers to navigation and they were
eventually banned by national and local laws affecting
Britain’s great rivers. By the fourteenth century the manorial
fishery had become a net fishery, and bankside, stone-filled
wooden cribs created eddies to attract salmonids.
This report therefore offers a rare opportunity to glimpse
how medieval people made the most of natural resources.
The images are especially interesting as they show rare
structures, basketry and wooden artefacts relating to the
practicalities of exploiting the fish in the Trent, for instance,
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a wicker eel basket with an anchor stone woven into its
lower end shows how natural materials could be used in
sophisticated ways. Also illustrated is a watermill from the
Luttrell Psalter showing wicker eel baskets in head race
waters. Although there are many documentary references to
fisheries, this survival of archaeological remains and
evidence for relationships with bridges, mills and the
riverine landscape of the Trent is exceptional, and
potentially of interest to people who fish as well as
archaeologists.
Yolanda Courtney
THE GREEN BICYCLE MYSTERY: THE CURIOUS
DEATH OF BELLA WRIGHT
Anthony M. Brown
Mirror Books, 2017, 272pp, illus., ISBN 9781907324697, £7.99
A great deal has been written over the years about the death
of Bella Wright in 1919, and the trial of Ronald Light –
allegedly the man on the green bicycle with whom she was
seen hours before – for her murder. His acquittal did not put
an end to speculation about his guilt, and the mysteries,
inconsistencies and evidential issues that still surround her
death will no doubt continue to exert their fascination in the
future. This particular account is part of a ‘Cold Case Jury’
series in which readers are invited to deliver their own
verdict and share their own theories by way of a website,
www.coldcasejury.com. As such, although it is based on a
re-examination of the available evidence, it does not claim to
be a conventional historical account. It is rather a
‘reconstruction’ of the events up to and following her death,
conveyed in great part through imagined conversations and
feelings attributed to those involved. This semi-fictionalised
account is interspersed with evidence addressed directly to
members of the Cold Case Jury, while Part 2 considers this
evidence in more detail through ‘Exhibits’ including maps, a
diagram examining the theory that Bella was accidentally
shot by someone hunting crows, autopsy findings, and
inquest statements. It concludes with an overview of
previous publications on the subject - after the author has
delivered his own judgement, which is currently at odds with
the majority verdict of those who have voted on the website.
Overall this is an interesting and very readable account, by
no means as devoid of sound historical content as the
author’s use of ‘speculative narrative’ (his own description)
might suggest.
Cynthia Brown
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THE LITTLE BOOK OF LEICESTERSHIRE
Natasha Sheldon
The History Press, 2017, 192pp, illus., ISBN
9780750967341, £9.99
This is an interesting book full of snippets of interesting
facts about Leicestershire. It claims to be a ‘compendium
full of information that will make you say “I never knew
that”…’, and in many cases this will be true. The book is
separated into chapters that look at various aspects of life in
Leicestershire from working life to crime and punishment.
As you might imagine from a ‘little’ book, no topic is
considered in depth. In some publications this may be
considered frustrating, but not so here as it does not claim to
be anything other than a collection of interesting facts which
are worthy of mention in themselves. The book is enjoyable
to be able to dip in and out of it. Overall it would be an
interesting addition to a reader’s existing collection of books
on Leicestershire.
Lois Edwards
RUTLAND RECORD: JOURNAL OF THE RUTLAND
LOCAL HISTORY AND RECORD SOCIETY NO. 37
Various authors
Rutland Local History and Record Society, 2017, 49pp,
illus., ISBN 9780907464570, £5
The cover of this edition
features a striking poster
advertising Lightning Bryce by
the Arrow Film Corporation,
billed as ‘The Greatest Serial
Ever Made’. The connection
with Rutland is by no means
obvious but becomes clear in
Sheila Sleath’s article ‘What’s
in a hut? A WWI prisoner of
war hut surviving as an indoor
bowls club in Uppingham’.
The hut, located in North Street East, started life as part of a
German Prisoner of War camp on the outskirts of
Uppingham, from where the prisoners were employed in
local ironstone pits. The camp huts, with fittings including
kitchen ranges, boilers, sinks, tanks and stores, were put up
for sale in 1919. One was purchased by the Uppingham
Branch of the National Federation of Discharged and
Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers, and erected on part of
Tod’s Piece in Uppingham for use as a social club. Open to
the public as well as veterans, this provided dances, games
rooms, reading rooms, hot and cold showers, and a sponge
bath. It also became the first permanent venue for film
shows in Uppingham, with rows of wooden forms and a
sheet stretched across the stage for a screen – hence the link
with Lightning Bryce, a 15-part American Western serial

released in 1919. These and other activities during the hut’s
100 years, through to its current use by the Uppingham
Indoor Bowls club are covered in an entertaining and
informative way, based on local memories as well as
documentary sources.
Two other substantial articles are featured in the journal, the
first by Brian Needham on the hereditary trustees of the
Archdeacon Johnson Foundation. In 1584 Archdeacon
Robert Johnson founded schools in Oakham and
Uppingham, along with almshouses in each of the two
towns. With the aid of a useful family tree, the author traces
the male heirs who fulfilled the role of Patrons or Hereditary
Trustees of this Foundation, from Abraham Johnson, the
only child of his three marriages, who took on the role when
Robert died in 1625, through to the current Hereditary
Trustee, William Francis Blois Johnson. There are many
interesting characters along the way, including Lieutenant
General William Augustus Johnson, a veteran of the
Peninsula War, who in 1856 resisted a proposed new
management scheme that would in his view ‘make Oakham
a first-class school and Uppingham a second-class or minor
one’, referring to the ‘very strong local feeling… of the two
towns of Oakham and Uppingham and of the jealousy which
has always existed between them’. The focus of Alan
Crosby’s article is the Lowther family, the Earls of Lonsdale
who owned Barleythorpe Hall and lived there from 1825,
until long-standing financial difficulties, combined with the
‘profligacy’ of the 5th Earl, led to its sale in the late 1920s.
The journal concludes with a survey of Rutland archaeology
in 2016; and mention should also be made of the interesting
editorial reflection on archaeological and historical sources
and the argument in favour of their ‘selective retention’.
Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
100 STORIES IN 100 WORDS: POLISH DIASPORA IN
LEICESTERSHIRE, PART ONE
Project Polska
The Authors, 2018
A HISTORY OF THE GAMBLE AND PLOWRIGHT
FAMILIES
Arthur J. Gamble
The Author, 2017
THE LEICESTERSHIRE ROUND
Leicestershire Footpath Association
The Authors, 2017 edn.
WANDERINGS ON THE WILD SIDE: A NATURAL
HISTORY DIARY (LEICESTERSHIRE AUTHOR)
Jane Harris
Matador, 2017
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LEICESTER
A-Z OF LEICESTER: PLACES-PEOPLE-HISTORY
Stephen Butt
Amberley Publishing, 2017, 96pp, illus., ISBN
9781445664781, £14.99
The places and people
presented in this guide
range far and wide,
demonstrating the truth
that Leicester’s history
‘can
be
found
everywhere’,
from
Victorian textile mills to
markets, streets, parks
and even alleyways, as
well as through its
people
themselves.
Many names among the
latter will be very familiar, including Simon De Montfort,
Richard III, Nathaniel Corah and William Carey; others, like
Parminder Kaur Nagra, star of Bend it Like Beckham, and
the Tudor composer Hugh Aston perhaps a little less so.
Entries such as that for William Wheeler Kendall, umbrella
maker and seller, add some interesting detail: during World
War II the company also supplied parachutes and
mackintoshes for British troops, and provided five umbrellas
for the expedition that conquered Everest in 1952.
A short section on the Il Rondo in Silver Street may bring
back memories from the 1960s and ‘70s. Once the ‘epicentre
of Leicester’s music scene and pop culture’, The Who
played there on the same day they entered the charts in
February 1965, to an audience that paid just 2s 6d (12.5p)
each to get in. The ups and downs of speedway in Leicester
are also featured, along with buildings and other structures
such as the Rechabite Chapel in Dover Street, now the Little
Theatre, and the Tycho Brae mosaics, inspired by the life of
the Danish astronomer of the same name, and designed for
the Newarke subways in the 1960s by Sue Ridge. The
images accompanying this and other entries add greatly to
the interest of the text.
Cynthia Brown
ADVENTURES OF A YOUNG NATURALIST: THE
ZOO QUEST EXPEDITIONS
David Attenborough
Two Roads, 2017, 416pp, illus., ISBN 9781473664968, £8.99
When David Attenborough began his career with BBC
television as a trainee producer in 1952, almost every
programme was broadcast live, including those featuring
animals. These were presented by George Cansdale,
64

Superintendent of London Zoo, who brought ‘some of the
more reasonably sized and amenable of his charges’ into the
studio, where they lay ‘blinking in the intense light of the
studio’ on a doormat placed on a table, or occasionally made
their escape – like a squirrel which took up residence in the
ventilation system, making ‘occasional appearances’ in other
programmes broadcast from the studio. The very popular
Zoo Quest programmes combined this approach with that of
Armand and Michaela Denis and their filmed African
safaris. First broadcast in 1954, they took the form of a joint
animal-collecting expedition between the BBC and London
Zoo on which Attenborough was accompanied by Jack
Lester, the Zoo’s curator of reptiles, filmed both on location
and in the studio. This highly entertaining and informative
book brings together three accounts written soon after the
original expeditions to British Guiana (now Guyana),
Indonesia and South America, highlighting the technical
challenges of filming at that time, as well as those of
catching the animals themselves, and encounters with
humans along the way. Among many wonderful accounts is
one of his attempts to dislodge a sloth hanging upside down
from its vine with an expression of ‘ineffable sadness on its
furry face’; and that of Tiny and Connie McTurk, who had a
boa constrictor living in the passage of their house in
Guyana to keep down the rats – until it ‘once frightened one
of the guests’ and was evicted.
Cynthia Brown
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF
LEICESTER
Arthur Lyons
Anchor Print, 3rd ed., 2017, 194pp, illus., ISBN
9781910181379, £29.99
Some people might be surprised to see a third edition of The
Architecture of the Universities of Leicester only five years
after the second; but given the pace of change in higher
education, and the importance placed by those running
universities on bricks and mortar, most especially new
flagship buildings, this update is to be welcomed. Even if
individuals might not wish to replace a previous edition, it is
good that the text is not allowed to become out-of-date – and
it seems inevitable that a fourth edition will be needed
within a few years. Some readers might be encouraged to go
exploring, book in hand. Just as expansions to the Leicester
University College campus supported claims towards
university status in the mid-twentieth century, so DMU’s
developments reflect ambitions towards its international
reputation. Some visitors might even ask ‘who pays?’ After
all, such impressive spaces do not come cheaply. In DMU’s
case, much of this capital investment was funded by a
£110m bond raised in 2012; and if this level of expenditure
may be unsustainable, then we are fortunate that it is being
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documented. The book is generously illustrated, largely in
colour, and archival images are also included, adding to its
interest to historians.
Malcolm Noble
DIAMOND-TIPPED: CONSERVATION AT THE
ENGINEERING BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF
LEICESTER
Thomas Pearson
University of Leicester, 2017, 128pp, illus., ISBN
9780993338069, £20
The Grade II* listed Engineering Building at the University
of Leicester was created by James Stirling and James Gown
in 1963, and is one of the most influential post-modern
buildings in the country. In 2015 the University of Leicester
announced a £19.5million project to replace the roof and
each of the 2500 glass panels of the innovative 45-degree,
patent-glazed, diamond-shaped roof. The form of the glass
panels had to be respected while the problems of the original
design had to be addressed if the building was to be fit for
the twenty-first century. This book tells the story of how this
work was done. Diamond-Tipped is beautifully produced
with many high quality photos, diagrams, and illustrations
that clearly demonstrate the character of the building and the
complexity of the task the restorers faced. The text is clear
and informative without being too specialist. The story
moves from background information about the building –
although this has been covered in much greater detail
elsewhere – to a consideration of the practical, political, and
aesthetic issues raised by the project. The quality of the text
and the well-chosen images stand as a fitting tribute to a
remarkable project that has conserved an important and
fascinating building.
Colin Hyde
HIGH FLYING AROUND: MEMORIES OF THE 1960s
LEICESTER MUSIC SCENE
Shaun Knapp
DB Publishing, 2017, 208pp, illus., ISBN 9781780915500, £14.99
This is Shaun Knapp’s first book, inspired by the collective
memory of the 1960s music scene and his own memories of
following local bands in the 1980s. The central focus of the
book is the story of a local band called ‘Legay’ which
featured the author’s older brother John as a member. Using
a range of interviews with band members, fans and friends,
personal photographs and memorabilia, as well as extracts
from the local press, the book follows the band’s progress
from its first gigs in 1966 through to its metamorphosis into
a ‘West Coast’ rock group called ‘Gypsy’. The second half
of the book takes a broader look at Leicester’s music scene
of the 1960s, with brief chapters on some other local groups

such as ‘Pesky Gee!’
and ‘The Farinas’ (who
later morphed into
‘Family’). Local venues
such as the Nite Owl,
The White Cat café and
Il
Rondo
are
remembered by former
staff,
and
their
recollections resonate
with deep affection, both
for that particular time
and space. There are
many books published
on the national music
scene or particular stars
from various ages, but it
is much harder to find a book covering in depth the local
music scene of one particular era. If you are interested in the
1960s subcultures of mods and rockers, and the trip by way
of psychedelia from the East Midlands to the West Coast,
then you will find plenty to engage you here. As the author
writes, ‘the story of Legay is one that I’m sure can be told in
every town and city across the country’, and for anyone who
has known an aspirant local band (myself included), even if
in a different time and place, there will be many scenarios
that are familiar.
Philip R. French
IN PLAIN SIGHT: BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF
LEICESTER’S JESUIT MARTYR
Kate Myers
Matador, 2017, 209pp, illus., ISBN 9781788038812, £9.99
It is unusual to review works of fiction in the Leicestershire
Historian, but an exception is more than justified in this case
by the light it sheds on its little-known subject, the Jesuit
priest Father William Bentney, and his association with
Belgrave when Roman Catholic priests and those who
harboured them were subject to imprisonment and possible
execution. He was born in Cheshire in 1609 and entered the
Society of Jesus in 1630. Ten years later he was sent to the
English missions, and from 1652 he served as chaplain to
the family of William Byers, a Catholic wool merchant of
Old Belgrave Hall, and tutor to his children. He was arrested
in 1682 at the instigation of a man to whose sisters he was
administering the sacraments, and was imprisoned in
Leicester. No one could be found locally to bear witness
against him, despite his priestly activities being apparently
well known. ‘It seemed he was quite a favourite with the
Church of England people in Leicester’, as the author puts it:
‘and the various Dissenters and Quakers were not about to
turn against an “enemy of the state” as that was what the
65
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state thought they were too’. His trial took place in Derby,
where he was sentenced to death at the Spring Assizes. The
‘scant clues’ of his known life are interwoven here with
‘imaginary characters’ to tell his story, but remain firmly
grounded in the wider religious and political history of the
second half of the seventeenth century.
Cynthia Brown
LETTERS TO MERCURY: THE SOCIALIST
FIGHTBACK IN LEICESTER
Michael Barker
Hextall Press, 2015, 401pp, ISBN 9781517764463, £10
This very unusual book was published in 2015, but has only
recently come to light. Disillusioned with the Labour Party
in general, and one sitting Leicester MP in particular, the
author stood as parliamentary candidate for the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition for the Leicester East
constituency in the 2015 general election. Between March
and November 2015 he sent a large number of press releases
and letters to the Leicester Mercury which are collected
together here. Some were published, although the majority
were not; but they cover a wide range of subjects from
arguments against zero hours contracts and the privatisation
of prisons, and support for British Rail, to education, social
care, student accommodation, personal debt and corporate
profits from gambling. Others are directed against UKIP for
its ‘negative policies’ against trade unions, while the release
of the film Suffragette is welcomed, ‘but not uncritically so’
for its perceived failure to challenge ‘long-standing
stereotypes’. On the back cover of the book the author is
happy to quote some responses to his letters on the Mercury
website, one of which denounces them as ‘a load of utter
loony left nonsense’, and another that thanks him for
‘confirming I was right to vote Conservative’. He describes
the letters himself as nothing more than ‘an imperfect potted
history of the reflections of one middle aged male socialist’
– but therein lies their interest and their value as part of the
historical record.
Cynthia Brown

LOST LEGENDS: 30 YEARS 30 VOICES
Pawlet Brookes ed.
Serendipity Artists Movement, 2017, 150pp, illus., ISBN
9780992631949, £10
Black History Month has been part of the cultural calendar
for thirty years. How it developed, what it means to people,
and how relevant or successful it has been are discussed in a
series of short articles featuring the voices of activists,
community members, cultural practitioners and
contemporary voices. One of the many good things about
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this book is that it gives space to a variety of opinions,
eloquently expressed. Some are celebratory of the
achievements of Black History Month, others are more
cautious, and some negative. Suzanne Overton-Edwards
entitles her piece ‘Yes, We Can’, and we have Pamela
Campbell-Morris asking for ‘Black History Month 365 days
a Year’ alongside Brian Simmonds talking of ‘The Death of
Black History Month’. The book gives an insight into how
Black History Month was first produced in Leicester, who
were the key figures in its development, and how subsequent
generations viewed the project. This is complemented by a
timeline of milestones in national and local Black history,
and biographies of those thirty who gave their ‘voices’. It is
illustrated throughout with superb photographs from a range
of professional and personal sources. It is perhaps unfair to
give the last word to one person, but the honour here goes to
Julie D. Smith, who came to Leicester as a student in 1991
and has since had a long involvement in the arts. ‘I am proud
to live in a city that does celebrate the achievements that
Black people have made and still make to the UK, and if it
wasn’t for Black History Month, I wouldn’t know about my
history. Thank you Leicester’.
Philip R. French

MARY ANNIE SLOANE, ARE, 1867 – 1961: A
PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST
Shirley Aucott and Simon Lake
Leicester Arts and Museums Service, 2016, 32pp, illus.,
ISBN 9780956922113
This book was published to coincide with the exhibition
Mary Sloane: a portrait of the artist at New Walk Museum,
Leicester in 2016. The book is very informative, beginning
with a detailed biography of Mary Sloane by Shirley Aucott,
from the artist’s early life in Enderby to her attendance at the
‘progressive and innovative’ Belmont House School for
young ladies in New Walk, Leicester, where she was taught
by the artist Edith Gittins. It covers her subsequent artistic
education, the inspiration she drew from her travels and her
friendships, including that with the textile designer May
Morris, daughter of William Morris, ‘father’ of the Arts and
Crafts movement. Shirley Aucott also provides a timeline
through to Mary Sloane’s death in 1961 at the age of 93. The
remainder of the publication focuses on her ‘Key Works’,
which are beautifully reproduced, and include a 1912
watercolour of May Morris herself in the Tapestry Room at
Kelmscott Manor. This judicious combination of biography
and images makes the booklet a pleasure to read and to
browse.
Cynthia Brown
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MEMORIES OF LEICESTER 1930 TO 1970
Tony Lax
True North Books, 2017, 80pp, illus., ISBN 97811062318, £5.99
This small format picture book is described as ‘part of the
‘Memories’ compact series based on the original Memories
of Leicester publication’ some years ago, and it appears to
have been reissued without any significant updating. The
main gain is size if you want a book of Leicester images you
can slip into your pocket. Its stated aim is ‘to bring to life a
half-century of Leicester’s history through images, acting as
a prompt to readers’ own memories. It makes no claim to be
a history book but rather ‘a pictorial meander through the
streets of our great city’. There are eight sections to it:
‘around the city centre’; ‘wartime’; ‘events and occasions’;
‘bird’s eye view’; ‘on the home front’; ‘shopping’; and ‘at
work’. The small size of the publication may be found
visually challenging because of the reduced font size of the
captions. This reviewer has some favourite photos in the
collection, among them a traffic jam on Belgrave Road in
1954 during resurfacing, and boys trying to overturn a
rubber bollard at the end of Charles Street in 1933 – a failure
of new technology in street architecture! Others include the
crocodile of children from a local nursery crossing a road,
holding on to a rope (ratio two staff to 18 children!); the
Foresters’ Hall party in Rosebery Avenue in 1953, with
extraordinary fancy dress costumes; and the rather fearsome
ladies viewing plants on a market stall.
Margaret Bonney

RICHARD III: BROTHER, PROTECTOR, KING
Chris Skidmore
Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2017, 464pp, illus., ISBN
9781780226415, £10.99
Chris Skidmore’s biography of Richard III is a scholarly but
immensely readable account of the King’s life. As the title
suggests, the book is divided into three sections that cover
the three main phases of Richard III’s career: first, his role
as trusted supporter of his brother Edward IV against the
backdrop of civil war and political intrigue; secondly, his
brief period as Protector to the young, ill-fated, Prince
Edward; and finally, his seizure of the throne and short reign
that led to his death on the battlefield in 1485. It is written as
a straightforward, historical narrative, based on critically
used contemporary sources. These include the accounts of
observers, chronicles and antiquaries as well as Richard’s
own letters and accounts. The author uses detail from these
sources in a most enlivening way, and there are some
lengthy and really memorable descriptions, including one of
Richard’s coronation which leaves the reader with an almost
cinematic vision of events. Skidmore sees the polarised
debate of the ‘evil’ versus the ‘good’ Richard as sterile, and

prefers to seek a more balanced approach. He does this is by
encouraging us to look at Richard’s life in the round, so that
we see him in the brutal political context of the time, and
also judge him on his earlier career and his full range of
abilities, rather than just his more dubious actions as
Protector and King. In the author’s view, he may or may not
have been responsible for the murder of the young princes,
but either way it limits our insight to caricature him either as
a monster or a misjudged paragon of virtue. He was a
complex character, and in addressing that complexity
Skidmore brings a refreshing perspective to the subject.
Siobhan Begley
Other recent publications
66 YEARS OF PANJABIS IN LEICESTER: A SOCIOANALYTICAL STUDY
Shingara Singh Dhillon
Panjabi Arts and Literary Academy UK, 2017
TOWNS AND VILLAGES
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH PAST AND PRESENT:
JOURNAL OF ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH MUSEUM,
NO. 19
Various authors
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum, June 2017, 52pp, illus., £4
The journal offers the interesting range of articles that we
have come to expect. John Louch gives an account of
Louch’s Commercial School, which was established by his
grandfather Frederick William Louch to teach shorthand,
typing and book-keeping. Willie, as he was known to the
family, served in the Royal Artillery in World War I and
registered the school as a private school in 1919, taking
classes in the back room of his house while working parttime as the manager of the Ministry of Labour Branch
Employment Office. The school flourished despite some
animosity during World War II from Miss Champion,
Headmistress of Ashby Girls’ Grammar School, who felt
that her girls should ‘cut out every other activity’ and focus
on their academic work. It was forced to close in 1947 when
Louch became ill and died later that year, but was revived in
1952 by his son Frederick William Junior. It was credited
throughout its existence with providing many Ashby women
with the qualifications and skills to gain work with local
employers – observed at one time by Bertie, a green
Australian parrot, with whom they shared a room. Paul
Monk writes about Rev. W. H. Coleman, who moved to
Ashby in 1847 to become Assistant Master at the Grammar
School. Here he continued to pursue his interest in geology
and botany, discovering a new species of bramble in a
hedgerow near Packington, which was named after him. He
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was ‘one of a generation of clergy from around that period
who had the time, education and inclination to become
minor experts in the natural history of their local areas’. His
work was acknowledged in several publications, but his
public lectures attracted less enthusiasm due to their
‘marathon’ nature – one lasting ‘upwards of three hours’!
Anthony Yates, five times great-grandson of the Ashby
medical pioneer Dr Thomas Kirkland, turns his attention to
the ‘solidly Derbyshire’ family of Kirkland’s wife Dorothy
Bate – one of whom, Rev Thomas Bate, was chaplain to Sir
John and Lady Catherine Harpur of Calke Abbey in the early
eighteenth century. Rev Bate’s will established a trust to
manage his library, housed after his death in a building in
the corner of St Helen’s churchyard and consisting of some
1200 books. The library had been dispersed by 1831, but the
author also explains how he tracked down some of its
volumes. Other articles include John MacDonald’s account
of unravelling the mystery of how two Australians, Private
Frederick William and Private Francis Briggs, came to be
commemorated on the First World War memorial at
Coleorton. Christina Smith completes her story of the Smith
family of Packington and Norris Hill (the first instalment
was published in the journal in 2003), with a focus on the
insolvency of Henry Smith in 1822 with debts of £50,000 –
a scandal that encouraged subsequent generations to ‘count
every penny’. The journal concludes with reviews of recent
books on Ravenstone, one on its Hospital and the other on
Ann Ayre Healy, a Crimean War nurse from the village.
Cynthia Brown
ASPECTS OF LITTLE BOWDEN
Members and friends of Little Bowden Society
Matador, 2017, 111pp, illus., ISBN 9781788038799, £10
Many people have contributed to this publication which took
three years to produce and is the largest project to be
completed so far by members and friends of the Little
Bowden Society. It covers the period from the Domesday
survey of the village through to Little Bowden’s present
position as ‘very much a suburb of Market Harborough’.
Some of the complexities of its medieval landholdings and
boundaries are explained in the early chapters, before it
takes a thematic approach, covering education, transport,
business and commerce, and recreation and leisure. It is
interesting to note that by the 1890s the population had
grown to the extent that a second Anglican church was built,
that of St Hugh of Lincoln. This was originally an ‘Iron
Church’ or ‘Tin Tabernacle’, and was not replaced with a
new brick-built church until 1940. Brick- and tile-making
was the main industry in Little Bowden in the mid
nineteenth century, but as the range of occupations expanded
four builders were listed in directories by 1895, and three
grocers and ten shopkeepers selling food and household
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goods by 1912. The village schools are covered in some
detail, along with the Institute established in the 1870s by
Canon Thomas Jerwood in a brick barn in a corner of an
orchard. Members paid a subscription and ran the Institute
themselves, its facilities including newspapers, games, and a
gymnasium. There are separate chapters on ‘prestigious
properties’ and ‘people of interest’. Two women feature
among the people of interest: Jane West, one of the most
popular authors of her time, whose modest gravestone in St
Nicholas churchyard is simply inscribed ‘J.W. 1852’; and
Julie Vials, who grew up in Little Bowden and was a youth
leader there in the 1970s before emigrating to Canada and
becoming the first female fire-fighter at the International
Airport in Halifax, Nova Scotia. This very interesting book
concludes with a selection of photographs of village life,
reproduced to a very high standard, with informative
captions.
Cynthia Brown
BEAUMANOR WAR AND PEACE: THE CURZON
HERRICK YEARS 1915 – 1939
Caroline Wessel
The author, 288pp, illus., £9
Some aspects of the history of Beaumanor Hall are of course
well known. The Grade II* Hall close to Woodhouse Eaves
was built by the architect William Railton for W. Perry
Herrick between 1842 and 1853, and remained in the
possession of the Herrick family until World War II. It was
then requisitioned by the War Office for use as a secret
listening station where encrypted enemy signals were
intercepted and sent to Station X at Bletchley Park for
decoding. Since 1974 it has been owned by Leicestershire
County Council and used as an education and conference
centre. This new publication fills a significant gap in the
history of Beaumanor Hall from the early stages of World
War I through to 1939. As the author notes, very little was
previously known about this period, but her own extensive
research, along with ‘unexpected access to revealing private
correspondence, contact with present-day relatives, and the
discovery of a huge hoard of hitherto uncatalogued
documents’, have been brought together in a fascinating and
extremely entertaining account.
The First World War period is explored in some detail, both
in terms of military combat and the Home Front around
Beaumanor, beginning in 1915 with the death of Mrs Perry
Herrick. The family estates were inherited by William
Montagu Curzon, William Perry Herrick’s ‘favourite
godson’ and grandson of the 1st Earl Howe. Only 24 years
old at the time, he is described as ‘a shy and melancholy
young man’, but his life at Beaumanor, and those of his
wife, friends and local families, make absorbing reading.
Lavish post-war parties are recreated with the help of
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Fortnum and Mason
menus for the hampers
sent up to Beaumanor
by train; and the 1920s
Visitors’ Book, with
over 750 signatures
reflecting a cross
section of the famous
of the time - among
them the film star
Gladys Cooper, the
future actor and film
star David Niven, and
writers
Barbara
Cartland and Alec
Waugh. The promise
of the story of
‘Leicestershire’s own Downton Abbey and some
extraordinary and almost unbelievable stories’ is amply
fulfilled; but readers should be left to discover and enjoy
these for themselves. Beaumanor War and Peace is a
compelling read, and is thoroughly recommended.
Cynthia Brown

BUCKMINSTER AND SEWSTERN: VICTORIA
COUNTY HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE
Pamela J. Fisher
Victoria County History, 2017, 127pp, illus., ISBN
9781909646698, £12
The parish of Buckminster embraces the village of
Buckminster itself and that of Sewstern – two settlements
established before 1086, but with quite distinctive
characters. How and why they developed so differently over
the centuries is explored in depth in this volume, the second
‘Short’ from VCH Leicestershire following the publication
of Castle Donington in 2017. Each is considered within the
standard VCH format, based on years of scholarly research
by the author and an extensive team of volunteers. The
Introduction covers boundaries and the extent of the parish,
the physical characteristics of both villages, communication,
settlement and population. Changes in transport and
landownership were clearly of particular significance. For
instance, the transport of livestock by rail from the 1840s
had an adverse effect on the droving trade along Sewstern
Lane, turning the village into a ‘rural backwater’. The built
environment of Buckminster was significantly changed from
the 1790s following the move of William Manners to the
village, the building of his new country house, Buckminster
Hall, and the ‘common stylistic features’ that identified
buildings as estate properties. Sir William and his
descendants also owned farmland and houses in Sewstern,

but allowed the village to develop organically, and
properties to reflect the individuality of different freeholders.
Subsequent chapters deal in more detail with landownership,
and the economic, social and religious history of the two
villages, along with their local government. Buckminster
was purely an agricultural village until the late eighteenth
century, while Sewstern was better placed to attract business
from travellers along Nottingham Road and had a wider
range of occupations, including a tannery. Ironstone
quarrying took place in both, and both came under the new
Melton Poor Law Union in 1836; but an earlier arrangement
for a joint workhouse lasted only nine years, and a strong
sense of individual identity was reflected in separate
Friendly Societies and charities for the poor of each village.
There were successful joint activities, however, such as the
Buckminster and Sewstern Pig Club. Founded in 1887, this
was part of a national movement to encourage working class
families to keep one or two pigs by insuring them against
sudden death in exchange for a joining fee and small regular
subscription. The sections on community activities and
social welfare are particularly interesting in conveying the
texture of life in each village, from their traditional feasts to
the ‘improving’ nature of the Buckminster reading room and
the Sewstern Institute – and the separate meetings held in
1909 about establishing separate football clubs. As one
would expect from a VCH publication, there is an extensive
index, along with detailed references, notes on sources, a list
of abbreviations, and a glossary of ‘technical’ terms. The
images and the paper on which the book is printed are also
of a very high quality, and do full justice to an intriguing
account of the two villages over more than 1000 years of
shared history.
Cynthia Brown

HARBOROUGH HISTORIAN, NO. 34
Various Authors
Market Harborough Historical Society, 2017, 57pp, illus., £5.50
In the first of two articles on
Harborough in World War I,
Pat Perkins focuses on the
‘mothers, wives, daughters
left at home to cope with the
lack of resources, money,
food and shortage of coal’,
some of whom organised
fundraising activities or
helped with the War Hospital
Supply Depot in High Street.
In a separate article Bob
Hakewill provides more detail about the Depot, which was
opened in September 1915 under the auspices of Queen
69
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Mary’s Needlework Guild and overseen by the Red Cross.
Surgical dressings, splints, dressing jackets and ‘frostbite
stockings’ were among the thousands of articles produced
there by volunteers, and supplied to hospitals in
Northamptonshire, Rutland, Leicester and beyond,
including the British Expeditionary Force No. 8 Red Cross
Hospital. David Holmes provides an overview of public
health in Harborough from the early nineteenth century to
the opening of the new St Luke’s Treatment Centre in
Market Harborough. In ‘A happy eternity’ Rosalind Willatts
explores some of the headstones remaining in the graveyard
of the ruined church of St Mary in Arden, most of them of
Swithland slate with ‘diverse lettering, ornate capitals and
wonderful flourishes’ as shown in the accompanying
images. Urns, skulls and cupids abound, but the most
unusual must be that of Samuel Turner, who produced the
first map of Harborough in 1776 and engraved the elaborate
stone himself, ‘leaving others to finish the date’. A hundred
years of Harborough weather records are analysed by
Douglas Wooldridge, based mainly on observations made by
his father from 1931 after concluding that earlier records
were unreliable, and continued by Douglas after his father’s
death in 1965. These demonstrate that, amid the great
variety of the British climate, rainfall in Harborough is
amongst the lowest in the country, and it ‘frequently escapes
severe conditions experienced elsewhere’. Janice Morris
contributes two articles, one on the link between the
naturalist Denys Watkins Pitchford, Lamport and the nearby
village of Faxton, and the second on the Northamptonshire
poet John Clare and the environmental ‘messages’ to be
drawn from his ‘Lament of Swordy Well’ in the twenty-first
century. Other articles include Len Holden on the rise and
decline of the coaching trade in Harborough; Edmund
Brown on the estate maps of Poyntz Owsley Adams as they
relate to the site of the Francis Hammond Arboretum in
Harborough; and Stephen Butt on the conservation of the
‘mud wall’ at 70 High Street in Kibworth Beauchamp, the
listed former front wall of an eighteenth century cottage.
‘Tunnelling through the past’ by Ian Howden and Des Brock
outlines a project at Kelmarsh Hall to understand how the
basement rooms have evolved over 300 years, while an
article on employment trends in East Farndon from 1777 –
1911 by Alan Langley reveals a surprising range of
occupations – 52 in 1911 among a population of only 193.
The usual reports cover Harborough Museum, Society
activities and Record Office acquisitions in 2016 relating to
the Harborough district, but there is a new addition this year
in the form of ‘History’s Odd Shorts’ interspersed
throughout the journal. As we have come to expect of the
Harborough Historian, this all adds up to an absorbing,
entertaining and informative read.
Cynthia Brown
70

THE HINCKLEY HISTORIAN: MAGAZINE OF
HINCKLEY AND DISTRICT MUSEUM, NO. 79,
SUMMER 2017; No. 80, WINTER 2017
Various authors
Hinckley and District Museum, 2017, 45pp (Summer), 40pp
(Winter), illus., £1.50
A substantial article by Ian Phillpott traces the family of
Inchle Knight, a chemist and druggist who traded in
Hinckley for many years from the 1840s after moving from
Nuneaton. Using newspapers and directories as well as
Census records, he builds a picture of a ‘stalwart worker’
and ‘self-made man’ who also contributed significantly to
Hinckley as a director of a building society, a member of the
Ratepayers’ Association Committee, a Waywarden (elected
to supervise the highways), and a Poor Law Guardian –
albeit one slightly moderated by a report of an assault on the
landlord of a local pub. A shorter article by Alan Briggs
covers the Hinckley branch of the Ashby and Nuneaton
Railway and its origins in relation to the movement of coal
from the North West Leicestershire and South Derbyshire
coalfield. Although short-lived, the local lore that ‘no trains
ever ran along the line’ is thoroughly debunked! This
edition also includes an account of Hinckley UDC’s
pioneering Council housing scheme to ‘provide good
housing to working class people’ before the First World
War, and before it had any obligation to do so. A historical
sketch of the Hinckley Corps of the Salvation Army, taken
from a fiftieth anniversary publication in 1931, is continued
in the Winter edition, and both editions have extracts from
Pigot’s Directories (1828-29 and 1831) offering insights
into late Georgian Hinckley. The main feature of the Winter
2017 edition is a walk around seventeenth century Hinckley.
Cynthia Brown
HINCKLEY’S MEDIEVAL PRIORY, PARTS ONE
AND TWO
Anthony G. Wallis
Hinckley Archaeological Society, Part one, 2010; Part two, 2016
These two slim volumes collect together all the published
and unpublished source material the author has discovered
relating to the history of Hinckley’s Benedictine Priory. The
motivation for this work was partly to clarify the chronology
of developments when excavations were taking place in the
early years of the twenty-first century, but also to prove that
Hinckley was not a backwater in terms of the religious
history of the area. Previous writing about the Priory had
suggested that Hinckley was of little importance, ‘being a
small cell with two monks present only to collect and return
any income’ from its landholdings to its parent, the Abbey
of Lyre in Normandy. The author, with a strong sense of
local pride in the history of the Priory, has used the limited
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documentation, to show that its significance was greater than
previously thought.
The early history and origins of Hinckley Priory are traced
in volume 1, as is the question of how much land belonged
to the Priory in its heyday of the thirteenth to fourteenth
centuries, and its decline into financial difficulties during the
fifteenth century. Volume 2 continues the story into the
modern era, for although there are no signs of the buildings
left above ground today, Priory House, which survived into
the eighteenth century, was part of the original building, and
the University of Leicester’s archaeological survey of the
site of the demolished vicarage in 2015 found masonry
possibly from this Priory House.
In trying to trace the history of this Priory the author has had
to piece together some fragmentary evidence, helped by the
relatively recent discovery of documents in King’s College,
Cambridge. But there are still a lot of ‘probably’, ‘possibly’
and ‘it seems to be’ qualifications in the evidence available,
and it is unlikely, given his comprehensive survey of a
limited body of documentation, that we will ever know
much more. The volumes are well illustrated in both black
and white and colour illustrations throughout, with helpful
captions. Overall this is an impressive and thorough piece of
research. It will be of interest to historians wishing to know
more about the religious history of Leicestershire and the
development of ‘alien’ priories in England, and to
archaeologists trying to reconstruct a religious site from very
little physical evidence.
Margaret Bonney
MEMORIES OF A GENERATION
Oadby and Wigston Age UK
The Authors, 2017, 172pp, illus., ISBN 9781527212114, £10
This fascinating insight into the lives of 34 interviewees
reveals much not just about Oadby and Wigston in the
twentieth century, but also of the wider world, society and
culture of the time. The birth dates of those interviewed
range from 1918 to 1940, and so their experiences cover the
pre-World War II period and the austerity years of the late
1940s and early 1950s, right through to increased leisure
time, Teddy boys, popular music, dancing, going to the
cinemas and foreign holidays. The stories are, in some cases,
very detailed and vivid, and run to several pages. Others are
only fragments. They are arranged in alphabetical surname
order and are accompanied by family photos where possible,
which gives a family album feel to the whole publication.
Most of the interviewees lived unremarkable lives, in the
sense that nothing they did ‘hit the headlines’ – but in each
one there is something of interest or which sparks a memory.
There is also humour throughout these interviews, and
humanity. All the participants have been involved with

Oadby & Wigston’s Age UK centre in Paddock Street, and
many have contributed greatly as volunteers to make the
centre a success. This book values and acknowledges their
contributions, but it does more than this. One appendix
details the history of the charity and its centre, and the other
consists of very revealing comments by local students who
were involved in the interviewing project. This project will
have a legacy – not only by demonstrating the value of oral
history interviewing, but also by showing that it can be a
bridge between generations, a means of breaking down
barriers and providing insights into lived-in history.
Margaret Bonney
THE HISTORY OF RATBY LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP JOURNAL, NO. 5
Doug Harwood, ed.
Ratby Local History group, 2017, 175pp, illus.
As the title suggests this is the fifth in a series of books
looking at the history of the village of Ratby. It has four
main articles on diverse subjects relating to the village, the
first of which looks at the life of William Astill, who played
cricket for Leicestershire and England. The second article is
part two of a study of how the poor of Ratby were looked
after by the village and the workhouse system from 1830 to
1911, while Old Hayes farm and Sills Yard and its
occupants over the years are the subjects of the third and
fourth articles. There are also some shorter items which fall
under the heading of ‘Ratby Shorts and Updates’. All the
articles are well written and researched, and make interesting
reading. The illustrations are all very clear and relevant to
the subject matter. Though the main target audience for this
book is clearly those with an interest in the village of Ratby,
its history and its people, for anyone who wishes to explore
the topics it covers more widely, it would certainly be worth
a read.
Lois Edwards
ROTHLEY SOKE: LANDSCAPE AND PEOPLE
Vanessa McLoughlin
Cloister House Press, 2017, 315pp, illus., ISBN
9781909465640, £20
The origins and function of medieval Rothley, its soke and
its parish are explored here in depth, based on research
carried out by the author for her PhD thesis in the
Department of English Local History at the University of
Leicester. Its manorial lords, the Knights Templar who
acquired the estate in the thirteenth century, and the Knights
Hospitaller who succeeded them after the suppression of the
order in the early fourteenth century, are considered in some
detail in the context of their wider religious obligations in
the Middle East, including the need to raise money to fulfil
71
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them. One source of this was the rents of their tenants;
another, less profitable, the grant of a market and fair in the
early fourteenth century. Much information about these and
other aspects of the relationship between the manorial lords
is drawn from the Rothley custumal, a written account of the
customs of the manor, of which a sixteenth century copy
survives. This covers, amongst many other aspects, the
services performed by the tenants in exchange for their
tenements, as well as the rights granted to the Templars by
the King in 1234.
Other surviving records demonstrate the extent of conflict
arising during the medieval period, from the definition of
degrees of freedom and unfreedom – partly related to the
rights of peasants to use the king’s courts – along with
disputes over taxation and tenants’ rights. As the author
notes, the ‘real interest’ of her research lies not only in the
ability of the ‘ordinary’ people of Rothley and its soke to
influence the formation of its landscape, but the control they
were able to obtain over their lives through collective action.
The agrarian organisation of the soke is also considered,
along with its holdings in other medieval parishes, and there
are extensive appendices exploring a reference to a vill
called Menton in the custumal, the use of inquisitions as
evidence for peasant wealth, and images of land and
buildings in Rothley. Detailed references and a
comprehensive index and bibliography complete this very
comprehensive analysis of a formative period in the history
of Rothley.
Cynthia Brown
DISCOVERING THE WOLDS: CELEBRATING
THREE DECADES OF THE WOLDS HISTORICAL
ORGANISATION
Bob Trubshaw, ed.
Wolds Historical Organisation, 2017, 100pp, illus., ISBN
9781951734343, £9.95
Around 1500 years of the
history of the western
Leicestershire Wolds are
covered in this publication,
concluding
with
an
overview of the Wolds
Historical Organisation
itself in the 30 years since
its formation in 1987. It
begins with an exploration
of Anglo-Saxon boundary
shrines in the county by
Bob Trubshaw, based mainly on the evidence of place
names. In another substantial contribution, Philip Thorpe
gives an account of his research into the Loseby family,
72

prompted by a wedding photograph taken in 1901 at
Underhill Farm, Stanford on Soar. Joan and Peter Shaw
contribute chapters on John Noon of Burton Hall, the Burton
parish constable 1810 – 36 and the Red Lion Inn at
Prestwold. Some of the 24 chapters are just a page or two
long, but they are no less interesting for that. One features
the lid of a jar of Holworthy’s Imperial Anodyne Ointment
‘for the cure of scrofulous and scorbutic humours and
inveterate ulcers’, sold by the proprietor in Wymeswold, dug
up there and ‘considered to be a rarity by collectors’.
Another points to the journal of prescriptions kept by the
local pharmacist Marshall Brown from 1869 – 86, with a
plea for help in transcribing the entries. Other topics, too
numerous to list in their entirety, range from the ‘kiss of
peace’ at Zouch Bridge between Edward II and Thomas of
Lancaster in 1318, Gothic Revival carvings at Walton on the
Wolds, a diary started in World War I by 12 year old Lily
Brown of Wymeswold, and the early years of Wymeswold
bowls club. One of the most intriguing examines the ‘myth’
of Lymeswold cheese, launched in 1982, the first new
British cheese for 200 years. Was it originally meant to be
called Wymeswold; and was its original label inspired by the
Stockwell in Wymeswold – or is this just ‘a good story’?
This publication plays its part in preserving the legacy of the
past, as well as being a very fitting way to mark an
important anniversary.
Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications
A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD: A STUDY OF THE
GRAVESTONES AND MEMORIALS IN BITTESWELL
Vivien Weller
Unpublished thesis, 2017, deposited with Leicestershire and
Rutland Family History Society
THE LOUGHBOROUGH NATURALISTS’ CLUB 50TH
ANNIVERSARY, GOLDEN JUBILEE PUBLICATION
(PLUS CD ROM SCANS OF BIOLOGICAL RECORDS
1961 – 2010)
Loughborough Naturalists’ Club
Anchor Print, 2017
THURNBY AND BUSHBY HERITAGE TRAIL
Thurnby and Bushby Society
The Authors, 2017
A NEW LIFE IN THE COUNTRY AT WISTOW,
LEICESTERSHIRE, INCLUDING THE BUILDING OF
WISTAN LE DALE MODEL VILLAGE
A. Simpson
Anchor Print 2017
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INDUSTRY AND TRANSPORT
BRADWELL’S IMAGES OF COAL MINING IN THE
EAST MIDLANDS
David Amos and Natalie Braber
Bradwell Books, 2017, 128pp, illus., ISBN 9781910551875, £9.99
This pictorial history of coal mining in the East Midlands
embraces the North and South Nottinghamshire and North
Derbyshire coalfields along with that of Leicestershire and
South Derbyshire, with a focus on the last collieries
operating in each region, mainly into the 1990s. The
Leicestershire and South Derbyshire
section accounts for around a third
of the whole, and covers Snibston,
Ellistown, Bagworth, South
Leicester and Whitwick collieries,
along with Asfordby mine, Cadley
Hill
colliery
and
the
Donisthorpe/Rawdon complex – the
closure of the latter in 1991 marking
the end of deep coal mining in this
part of the region. It is rich in high quality photographs of
the men who worked in the mines, as well as those of the
buildings that have now largely disappeared, including the
Rawdon headstock which is shown crashing to the ground
during the demolition of the site in 1991. One of the most
striking images is that of pit ponies in the 1960s being
brought out for their annual ‘short taste of freedom’ before
going back underground. A brief history of each mine places
the images into their wider context, as does a section on
suggested further reading. The remaining sections, while not
directly related to Leicestershire, offer interesting
comparisons and a more rounded picture of coal mining in
the East Midlands. There is also a list of some East Midlands
digital heritage projects between 2010 and 2016, and another
of coal mining heritage groups in the region.
Cynthia Brown
LEICESTER’S STATIONS: A SHORT HISTORY
Paul Banbury (PaulMedia)
Leicestershire Industrial History Society, 2017, 28pp, illus., £5
Nine of Leicester’s stations feature in this booklet, some of
them ‘subsidiaries’ of the four main lines built between 1832
and 1899. The first, the Leicester and Swannington Railway,
was designed specifically to carry freight, and it took some
time for accommodation to be provided for the passengers
that it also carried. The Campbell Street station of the
Midland Railway, opened in 1840, was the first to be built
with platforms, followed in the later nineteenth century by
the Great Northern terminal on Belgrave Road – the starting
point for travel to east coast resorts – and the Great Central
in 1899. Brief histories of all these stations are supported by

high quality images and maps, along with those of smaller
stations along their lines. One of the least known is probably
that on the Midland line at Welford Road to serve the Cattle
Market opened in 1872 on Aylestone Road. The booklet
concludes with an outline of the proposal for a major new
railway museum alongside the Leicester North station of the
Great Central railway. This project is currently on hold, but
this brief account will in itself be a valuable piece of
Leicester’s railway history.
Cynthia Brown
MIDLAND RED IN LEICESTER: THE EARLY
YEARS AND RELATED ANNIVERSARIES
CELEBRATED IN 2017
Mike Greenwood Publishing, 2017, 39pp, illus., ISBN
9781999820909, £8.95
Significant anniversaries of four garages associated with the
Leicestershire operations of the Midland Red bus company
have prompted this publication: Frog Island, the first to open
in 1922; Southgate Street (1927); Sandacre Street (1937);
and Wigston (1957). It also marks the twentieth anniversary
of the national launch of Arriva plc in 1997, successor in the
form of Arriva Fox County to the original Midland Red
company and its own successors, Midland Red East and
Midland Fox. The first section provides a comprehensive
history of routes in Leicester and Leicestershire under
individual service numbers, identifying changes and new
additions over time. The general reader should not be put off
by this level of detail, accompanied as it is by very
interesting images of timetables and guides to services,
rules and regulations, a colour-tinted photo of a 1920s ‘Q’
for Queen bus approaching the war memorial in Syston, and
a newspaper memoir of one of the company’s drivers.
Subsequent sections deal with each garage in turn, and are
also well illustrated with a range of high quality images. The
final chapter explains how the change from Midland Red to
Arriva came about, including the impact of the Transport
Acts in 1980 and 1985. The authors are planning a full
history of the Midland Red in Leicester for its centenary in
2022. In the meantime, this very informative publication will
evoke many memories of local bus travel in the recent past,
as well as more distant times.
Cynthia Brown
PIT TALK: COAL MINERS’ DIALECT OF THE
EAST MIDLANDS
Natalie Braber, Claire Ashmore and Suzy Harrison
Bradwell Books, 2017, 80pp, illus., ISBN 9871910551806, £3.99
This book brings together some of the findings of recent
projects to explore the language of miners in the East
Midlands, which was seen as ‘endangered’ due to the
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closure of the coalfields in the region. In the process of
interviewing miners and their families, it became clear that
there were significant variations in ‘pit talk’ within the
region, with ample scope for different views on descriptions
of the same terms. Some of these are indicated in the
‘Dictionary’ that constitutes most of the book. For instance,
the term ‘corporal’ could be used instead of ‘manager’, as in
‘senior haulage corporal’, but was commonly used in
Leicestershire to describe the man who laid the rails and
sleepers, and in Derbyshire to describe the rail on which tubs
would run. Such variations could lead to some confusion,
even when pits were geographically quite close to each
other. As one of the interviewees said: ‘When I first moved
from Rawdon to Whitwick I found some of their
terminology quite alien because I couldn’t understand what
they were saying’. ‘Ragarms’, a nickname for a lazy
workers, seems to be confined to Derbyshire, but other
terms, particularly ‘snap’ to describe food and those
referring to tools and machinery, were more widely
applicable. A short section at the end of the book draws
together some reflections on the influence of the language of
‘outsiders’, in the sense of migrants to the coalfields from
other parts of Britain, and summarises other aspects of the
industry, including its working conditions and dangers, and
the impact of mechanisation. Along with a poem written by
one interviewee and a useful select bibliography, it will no
doubt evoke more memories as well as preserving an
important aspect of the heritage of Leicestershire and the
East Midlands more widely.
Cynthia Brown
WEST BRIDGE WHARF AND STATION: THE
STORY
OF
THE
FIRST
RAILWAY
HEADQUARTERS IN THE MIDLANDS
Leicestershire Industrial History Society
The Authors, 2017
What is now Rally Park in Leicester was once part of the 24
acre West Bridge wharf and station railway complex of the
Leicester and Swannington Railway, easily the largest in the
Midlands. Just how large it was can be seen at a glimpse
from the double page map in the centre of this booklet,
another welcome addition to the LIHS series about the
railway. It traces its development from the original plans of
1830, through the acquisition of a ‘huge’ parcel of land west
of the canal, and the many obstacles and challenges that
attended its building. The booklet is generously illustrated
with images of tracks and platforms, loco sheds, tanks and
bridges, and also reproduces a 1997 article by Tony Brooks
about his experiences as a driver on the railway. He recalls
that: ‘the shunting in the really old parts of the wharf was
done by two very large horses, ‘like Shires. They had a
special harness and a long chain which hooked onto the
74

wagon. They were very crafty: they could pull two loaded
coal wagons but would only pull one if they had anything to
do with it’.
Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY (HERITAGE
RAILWAY GUIDE)
Michael A. Vanns
Pen & Sword Transport, 2017
MIDLAND MAIN LINES: COVENTRY TO LEICESTER
VIA NUNEATON AND SOUTH TO RUGBY
Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith
Middleton Press, 2017
MIDLAND MAIN LINES: LEICESTER TO
NOTTINGHAM, ALSO SYSTON TO MELTON
MOWBRAY
Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith
Middleton Press, 2018
MIDLAND RETROSPECTIVE
John Earl and Steve Huson
Midland Railway Society, 2017
STEAM IN THE EAST MIDLANDS AND EAST
ANGLIA: THE RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHS OF R. J.
(RON) BUCKLEY
Brian J. Dixon (compiler)
The History Press, 2018
MILITARY AND WAR
ANN AYRE HELY: A CRIMEAN WAR NURSE FROM
RAVENSTONE, LEICESTERSHIRE
Wendy Freer
Pudding Bag Productions, 2016, 68pp, illus., ISBN
9781326888404, £6.99
When we think of nurses in the Crimean War images of
Florence Nightingale spring to mind, possibly even of Mary
Seacole, but this book introduces us to a local woman who
went to serve as a nurse in the war. Ann Ayre Hely was born
in Ravenstone in 1819 and went on to have an extraordinary
life, especially for a woman born in the early nineteenth
century. The author describes her life and also provides a
background to the war and women's lives at the time. The
hospitals and conditions that Ann would have worked in are
described and put into context. Ann was clearly highly
regarded as a nurse, and in 1897, at the age of 78, she was
awarded the Royal Red Cross medal for exceptional services
in military nursing. She died in 1902 in the Almshouses at
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Ravenstone. The book is very well researched and
illustrated, and the style of writing makes the information
very accessible. It introduces the reader to a woman whose
life and work had been largely forgotten, and will be of
interest to readers with an interest in the history of women,
of nursing, the Crimean War, and the village of Ravenstone
itself.
Lois Edwards
COME ON THE TIGERS: THE STORY OF PHILIP E.
BENT VC, DSO
Kenneth Hillier
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum, 2016, 66pp, illus., ISBN
9780957464063, £8.50
Lieutenant Philip Bent of the Leicestershire Regiment was
awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross for his ‘conspicuous
bravery’ in leading a successful counter-attack at Polygon
Wood in Belgium in October 1917. Born in Halifax, Nova
Scotia in 1891, he came to Britain with his mother Sophia
around 1901, and from 1904-07 was a pupil at Ashby
Grammar School. The time he spent in the town prompted
this biography, which seeks to deal with some of the
‘mysteries’ of his life as well as a more recent controversy
over the commemoration of his VC. While little is known of
his personal experience, the section on the Grammar School
gives a very good sense of its curriculum at that time, the
nature of the teaching, and the physical condition of the
buildings: an Inspector’s Report in 1905 described the latter
as gravely deficient, with ‘depressing and irksome
conditions’ including small rooms and poor ventilation.
Philip Bent dropped from sight for around 18 months after
leaving the school, but reappeared in January 1909 as a
cadet on HMS Conway, a training ship for potential
merchant navy officers. He went on to serve an
apprenticeship with the shipping company of J. Hardie and
Co of Glasgow, gaining a Certificate of Competency as
Second Mate of a Foreign-going Ship in 1914. In October
that year he enlisted in the British Army at Edinburgh. Then
in November 1914 he was granted a temporary commission
in the 7th Leicestershire Regiment, and his subsequent
military career, including the gallantry that earned him the
VC, is described in detail in the remainder of the book. This
may already be familiar to some readers, but gains
considerably from being placed in the wider context of his
earlier life, his family, and his commemoration. This
includes the controversial decision in 2013 to deny him one
of the paving stones installed in the home towns of British
VC winners, on the grounds of his Canadian birth, and
despite him having an English mother. Ashby Museum was
among the organisations to protest until ‘good sense
prevailed’, and in addition to having his name inscribed on
the VC memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum,

Philip Bent now has a commemorative paving stone in the
town’s memorial Garden, which was unveiled in 2017.
Cynthia Brown
DEFENDING LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
Mike Osborne
Fonthill Media Limited, 2017 208 pp illus., ISBN
9781781555781, £16.99
This publication is in many ways
built upon the work the author
did with the Defence of Britain
project undertaken in the 1990s,
and adds to his other works on
mainly nineteenth and twentieth
century military buildings and
defence systems. In this latest
work he takes a broader view of
‘defensive’ structures, beginning
with prehistoric camps and
going right up to date with the
Cold War and its aftermath. As he points out, one would not
immediately envisage Leicestershire and Rutland as counties
with much of an imprint of war, being far from the coast and
not the subject of major bombing campaigns. But it is
precisely Leicester’s Midland geography with its
intersection of main roads that has seen it witness major
battles such as Bosworth Field, and similarly just over the
Northamptonshire border at Naseby.
The book is divided into chapters by chronology and takes
an in-depth look at the wide ranging assortment of military
and defensive works. Camps, forts and castles are covered in
the early chapters, and their methods of construction and the
purpose of their layout is explained. For the eighteenth to
twentieth centuries, the growth of drill halls and barracks is
explored, including examples of buildings that were
converted from, and to other uses. The archaeology of air
defence is also well covered. The book is very well
researched and gives a lot of background information to
provide context. It is well illustrated, with many black and
white photographs, diagrams and occasional maps.
Appendices give lists of buildings by type with full names
and map references. Readers looking into the military
landscape of the area will find this book packed with
information. Perhaps most importantly, it provides a record
of the vanishing evidence of temporary defence structures
put up in the twentieth century.
Philip R. French
FOR THE FALLEN: ‘WE SHALL REMEMBER
THEM’
Charnwood Great War Centenary Project
Charnwood Arts, 2017
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This beautifully produced book forms part of the Charnwood
Great War Centenary Project, which was completed in 2017.
The project had its origins in a plan to restore and reposition
the First World War memorials in All Saints with Holy
Trinity Church in Loughborough. As part of the process, the
names of those commemorated on the memorials were
extensively researched to produce a Book of Remembrance
which is displayed alongside the memorials. For the Fallen
incorporates and expands upon material from this volume.
Many of the biographies of the fallen are illustrated here
with a personal photograph, making them all the more
poignant, and the book is so arranged that their lives are very
effectively linked with contextual information about events,
individuals and local organisations relating to Loughborough
and the Borough of Charnwood, as well as different
campaigns of the war itself. The text is complemented by
many high quality photographs and other images, and
includes sections on local industries such as Brush, Morris
Cranes, and the Taylor Bell Foundry family, four of whose
sons died in the conflict. One of them, Pte John William
Taylor, had earlier emigrated to Canada and was serving
with the Canadian Expeditionary Force when he was killed
in action in France in 1916. His sister Josephine served as a
Red Cross nurse in France, but the role of women on the
Home Front is also explored – not only in terms of war work
itself but the loss of income and other practical issues with
which they had to deal in the absence of their men. Other
aspects include the impact of the war on local schools and
the Loughborough Technical Institute, the role of sport in
Loughborough, and Charnwood’s own warhorse ‘Songster’.
There is also a detailed account of the Zeppelin raid on
Loughborough in 1916, in which ten people were killed and
twelve injured. This is an exceptional memorial to those who
died in World War I, as well as an absorbing and
informative contribution to the wider history of
Loughborough and Charnwood.
Cynthia Brown
Other recent publications
AIR RAID SHELTER STORIES: GRANBY PRIMARY
SCHOOL DOES WORLD WAR II
Granby Primary School, Leicester
The Authors, 2017
ARNHEM: WALKING IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS – 156
PARACHUTE BTN & 4TH PARACHUTE BDE
John O’Reilly
Thoroton Publishing, 2017
FORGET ME NOT: WHAT OUR ANCESTORS DID IN
THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Hoby and District Local History Society
The authors, 2017
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HOBY ENTERTAINS AGAIN (DVD)
Hoby and District Local History Society
The authors, 2017
OPS IN A WIMPY: MEMOIRS OF A SUB-HUNTING
PILOT
Graham Harrison
CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017
RESOLUTION: TWO BROTHERS. A NATION IN
CRISIS. A WORLD AT WAR (18TH CENTURY)
(CHARLES AND ROBERT MANNERS)
David Rutland and Emma Ellis
Head of Zeus, 2017
A SCHOOL IN ARMS: UPPINGHAM AND THE GREAT
WAR
Timothy Halstead
Helion and Company, 2017
THE WALDENS OF WIGSTON AT WAR
John Walden
The Author, 2017
RELIGION AND CHURCHES
THE ROYAL MAUNDY: THE VISIT OF HER
MAJESTY THE QUEEN TO LEICESTER
CATHEDRAL THURSDAY 13TH APRIL 2017
The Royal Maundy
The Author, 2017, 35pp, illus., ISBN 9786000009618, £5
This limited edition souvenir is primarily a pictorial record
of the Queen’s visit through from preparations to the event
to the lunch that followed the service at the Cathedral. It also
provides a brief history of Royal Maundy and the annual
Service – the only occasion when the monarch goes to the
recipients of a gift or award. The images are beautifully
reproduced, but the captions, in pale pink type, can be
difficult to read. A list of the recipients will undoubtedly
prove valuable for future reference, and photographs of
some of them, although not identified by name, give a good
sense of the range of backgrounds from which they were
drawn.
Cynthia Brown

AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS
- is your book not yet reviewed here?

To be sure of having your book reviewed, please send a review
copy to:

Cynthia Brown
Reviews Editor: Leicestershire Historian
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
The Guildhall,Guildhall Lane,Leicester LE1 5FQ
Email: reviewshistorian@lahs.org.uk
Please note that review copies are treated as donations to the Society’s Library
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Publications for sale
Leicester Abbey: medieval history, archaeology and manuscript studies
Ed by Joanna Story, Jill Bourne and Richard Buckley
Leicester Abbey was founded in 1138 and became one of the most important Augustinian
monasteries in medieval England. But it is one of the least known of the Midland
monasteries because of the almost total destruction of its buildings and archives after its
Dissolution in 1538. This is the first volume on Leicester Abbey for more than 50 years,
produced to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Leicestershire Archaeological and
Historical Society.
The book presents eleven papers by leading scholars and local historians on the social,
political and landscape history of the abbey as well as its archaeology, manuscripts,
charters, urban rentals and library. Newly discovered charters are published here for the
first time, as well as accounts of recent excavations in the abbey and gatehouse that
formed the core of the post-Dissolution mansion known as Cavendish House.
2006 Hardback with dust jacket 314 pages Illustrations: many, some colour
ISBN 0954238818 Price: £25 (plus £5 post and packing in the UK)
Parish Government in a Leicestershire
Village: The Buckminster Town Book
1665-1767 and Constable’s Book 17531813
Ed by Alan Fox

The first in a County Records series for
Leicestershire.
2015 Hardback xxvi + 228 pages ISBN
9780954238841 Price: £15 (plus £3
postage and packing in the UK)

Nichols’ History of Leicestershire: a bi-centenary celebration 2015
Caroline Wessel, with chapters by Julian Pooley and Robin Jenkins
There is every very good reason to
celebrate the bi-centenary of John
Nichols’ remarkable History of
Leicestershire (1795-1815); for its
eight volumes of detailed and
fascinating information have captivated
historians of every type for two
centuries. This publication explores the
remarkable
lives,
talents
and
achievements of three generations of
the Nichols family and the literary and
antiquarian world of London and Leicestershire that they inhabited. Focussing on
the extraordinary, extensive and varied contents of Nichols’ History, a veritable
treasure trove of information is uncovered. The book also utilises the Nichols
Archive Project’s huge collection of letters and journals to shed light upon late
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century life. The ’User’s Guide’ and ‘Who’s Who’
chapters are invaluable tools for the Nichols reader, whilst the contributions from
present-day Leicestershire people with specialist expertise bring John Nichols’
concept of enlisting the local populace right up to date.
2015 Paperback 82 pages. Illustrations: many in colour. ISBN 9780954238834
Price: £9.95 (plus £1.80 postage and packing in the UK)

The Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
1855-2005
Robert A. Rutland

Bringing them to their knees: church-building and
restoration in Leicestershire and Rutland 1800-1914
Geoffrey K. Brandwood

Produced to mark the 150th anniversary of the Society, this
volume chronicles the Society since its foundation. It also tells a
great deal about the movements in the intellectual and social
history of Leicestershire.

Contains an extensive gazetteer of all churches in the
region which had work carried out to them in the period
1800-1914.

2006 Paperback 227 pages 77 Illustrations ISBN 0954238826,
9780954238827
Price: Members £12, Non-members £18 (plus £3 post and
packing in the UK)

2002 Paperback 154 pages 53 illustrations ISBN
095423880X
Price: Members £12, Non-members £15 (plus £3 post and
packing in the UK)

Copies of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society’s publications can be ordered through:
Clarendon Books, 144 Clarendon Park Road, Leicester. LE2 3AE

0116 2701856 and 0116 2701914 Email: clarendonbooks@aol.com

Cheques payable to 'Clarendon Books’. All major credit and debit cards accepted
For further information about the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society's publications see
www.lahs.org.uk
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