The Building of St James the Greater,
Leicester
by Alan Mc Whirr
Two anniversaries have recently been celebrated at the church of St James the Greater,
Leicester: one in 1981 to commemorate the foundation of the first church on the site, and
the second in 1984 to mark the seventieth anniversary of the completion of the west end,
a year which also saw the publication of a survey of the Anglican churches in Leicester
(Brandwood, 1984). In that publication Brandwood wrote:
'The exterior has little to commend it. Only the west facade was meant to be seen,
the rest being obscured by various buildings. The facade, built of brick but with stone
for the emphasized parts, is in a free, modern Renaissance style. It aims at a certain
distinction but the various parts do not add up to a coherent whole and the result is
•
most disappointing.
It is the interior that matters ... In all a most pleasing interior, light and spacious and
a far cry from the Gothic essays half a century before. St James can, and should be
seen as the first Leicester church to escape fully from the slavery of Gothic detail
required by the Ecclesiologists'.
R. Gill in his Book of Leicester (Gill, 1985) finds the architecture of St James' difficult to
understand. He writes:
'It is a puzzling building: plush Italianate in its overall conception, it has carved
angels, which, on close inspection, turn out to be rather pale English maidens anaemic daughters and granddaughters of Pre-Raphaelite stunners.'
With its two anniversaries and recently published architectural observations in mind the
time seems ripe to examine the reasons behind the building of St James, the choice of plan,
and the significance of the building in terms of nineteenth-century church architecture.
The ninteenth century saw a remarkable change in the appearance of Leicester. In 1801
the census records a population of 16,953 living in 3120 houses. By 1901 the population
had risen to 211,579 and there were 32,995 houses - in those hundred years of the
nineteenth century the population increased 13 times. To accommodate this population
thousands of houses were built, many in areas which had previously been open spaces. This
in turn meant that many of the occupants of these new houses were not within easy reach
of the existing city churches. One such area was Highfields which was developed in the
1850s, and during the 1860s and 1870s the number of people living in the Highfields area
increased until it became apparent that a church was needed for this rapidly expanding
district. St Peter's was built between 1872 and 1874, with a tower, spire and porch being
added in 1878-9.
THE TEMPORARY CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREATER
The pressure on St Peter's was such that the desirability of another church in the Parish
was soon being discussed and in the Parish Magazine for August 1880 we read:
'The population of the parish having increased so rapidly between St Peter's Church
and Evington Road, it is clearly necessary that further Church accommodation should
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be provided as soon as possible in that direction. It is known to many that a piece
of land abutting on the London Road and situated in St Mary's Parish was conveyed
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners some time ago as a Church site. A building
erected here, if an access be obtained from St James Place, which it is hoped may be
done, would meet the requirements of the case.
A scheme, prepared by the Vicars of St Mary's and St Peter's and sanctioned by
the Bishop of the Diocese, for annexing that part of St Mary's Parish in which the
site in question lies to St Peter's, is now before the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and
has already received their provisional approval. As soon as this preliminary is
completed an appeal will be made, and steps will be taken towards at once erecting
a temporary Church until something more permanent can be carried out. It is hoped
that general interest will be felt and shown in this project.'
(St Peters Magazine Aug 1880)
Later in the December issue we read:
On Monday evening, November 8th, a meeting of the Clergy, Wardens, and Sidesmen of St Peter's Church, with the Vicar of St Mary's and others, was held in the
School-room, Gopsall Street for the purpose of considering a plan for the erection of
a temporary Church, to be worked in connection with St Peter's, to meet the need
for additional accommodation, caused by the great increase of population which is
taking place on the Highfields Estate. It was resolved to at once build a wooden
Church, according to a plan presented by Mr J. Goddard, on the site conveyed by
the late Miss Baker to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in 1864. This piece of ground
was formerly situated in the parish of St Mary's, but by the consent of the Bishop
of the Diocese and the Vicars of St Mary's and St Peter's, it has now been legally
transferred to the latter parish. The building, which will be constructed out of
materials of the Church Congress Hall, to accommodate about SOO persons, will make
no pretensions externally to architectural design, but the interior will we believe be
found to be both comfortable and effective. There will be two approaches to the
Church, one from London Road, the other, through the kindness of
Mr W.L. Salusbury in granting a right of way, from St James Place, which will place
it within easy reach of that part of the Parish for which it is specially intended.'
(St Peters Magazine Dec 1880)
The land referred to in the above quotations was given by Miss Phoebe Baker in 1864, an
act commemorated by the brass plaque at the back of the present church which may have
come from the temporary church. Miss Baker's home, Leicester Cottage, was situated in
St James Road as the first edition of the large scale Ordnance Survey map, surveyed in
1885, shows, and her family at one time owned much of the land in this area. The
temporary or wooden church was to be built out of materials from the Church Congress
Hall. The Church Congress was a kind of annual 'parliament' of the Church of England
which met in a different town each year. It was held in Leicester between 26th September
and 1st October 1880 at three different venues one of which was called Congress Hall, a
hall especially built for the Congress at the corner of Campbell Street and Fox Street. The
extract from the December 1880 magazine mentioned that Mr J. Goddard had presented
a plan and one such plan survives in the County Record Office (LCRO 14183). It is dated
December 1880 and was received by the Urban Sanitary Authority on 10th December 1880
and approved by the Highways and Sewerage Committee in 14th January 1881.
Work appears to have proceeded at a pace for the temporary church was ready for Easter
1881 and the opening service was planned to be held on 20th April, but, because of the
unavailability of the Bishop of Peterborough, was moved to the 29th April (St Peter's
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Plate 1
View of the temporary church of St James the Greater, Leicester, 1881.
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Magazine April 1881). The service duly took place and the church of St James was in being
(Plate 1). The balance sheet included in the magazine for December 1887 indicated that
the church cost £583, although the accounts are a little difficult to unravel.
The Vicar's Pastoral Letter published in the Parish Magazine for January 1886
mentioned that St James' Church had suffered considerably in its congregation and he
blamed this on the fact that the building was a temporary one and because of 'the opening
in its neighbourhood of a permanent Church of superior architectural attractions' (St P. Jan
1886). This must, of course, refer to St John the Baptist which was built in 1884-5.
The Vicar of St Peter's, and therefore of St James's as well, in his letter to parishioners
dated 1st January 1887 commented on the fact that during 1886 nothing had been done to
reduce the debt on the Parish Room and St James's Church and that 'protracted
negotiations with reference to St James's Church had only just come to an unsatisfactory
conclusion.' Exactly what those protracted negotiations were is unknown, but clearly all
was not well and as the following quote indicated the life of the church nearly came to an
end in 1887.
'It is now intended to secure, if possible, a site on the Melbourne Road, at the corner
of Berners Street, in lieu of the ground on the London Road on which the Church
stands, and with the aid of the Church Extension Society, either to remove the present
building to the new site, or to build a permanent church in its stead.'
(St Peters Magazine Jan 1887)
The threat which loomed over St James's in 1887 was lifted in 1888. The Vicar reported
that negotiations about the proposed exchange of land on which St James's stood had been
carried out with the Ecclesiastical Commissioners although they were 'protracted for many
months'. He also reported 'an unexpected change in the neighbourhood.' This was a
reference to land on the north side of Evington Road having been developed and covered
with housing. As St Peter's was usually full the Vicar considered that the idea of removing
St James's to Melbourne Road was 'too serious for him to entertain without advice.' He
therefore consulted the Bishop who was of the opinion that 'in order to meet at all
adequately the needs of the Parish of well-nigh 20,000 souls, St James's ought to remain,
and another Mission Church ought, in the not very distant future, to be built on the other
side of the Parish. '
As a postscript the Vicar commented that 'now the uncertainty was removed ... we can
look forward to the time when the wooden walls (of St James) would be replaced by a more
elegant and enduring structure'. A view he repeated in January 1889 when he said that he
hoped for the erection of a permanent stone or brick Chancel before long. However, the
efforts of the Parish, that is, St Peter's, were at this time more concerned with the building
of a new church in Melbourne Road which was to be dedicated to St Hilda, than to the
possibility of rebuilding St James's. The foundation stone of St Hilda's was laid on 24th
July 1890 and the church remained there until the late 1960s when it was demolished,
having been damaged by a whirlwind.
THE PERMANENT CHURCH
The first record of discussions about a permanent church to replace the temporary Mission
Church of St James occurs in the Parish Magazine for October 1894 where it states that
the 'St James's Permanent Church Building Fund for the purpose of building a permanent
church in place of the present wooden structure should be commenced at the Harvest
Festival at St James's'. Discussions must have taken place on various committees before
this announcement, but as yet reports of these meetings have not been traced. It appears
that the decision to set up the fund was prompted by the fact that the existing building 'was
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beginning to show evident signs of the feebleness and decrepitude of old age.'
The question of a permanent church was further discussed at a Public Meeting held in
the Parish Room on Wednesday 21st November 1894 when a resolution was passed
'affirming the desirability of at once making a start.' Speaking to the resolution the Lord
Bishop of Peterborough, who chaired the meeting, said that the site was 'unique' being at
the entrance of one of the most beautiful suburbs that any town possessed. The Bishop
thought it important to the whole Borough that a church should be erected there worthy
of the site. It was not the place for a Mission Church and he hoped that the church would
be of a monumental character and that the opportunity would not be missed of 'building
a church as should arrest the attention of the passer-by, a church too, that would be a fit
symbol of the greatness of the town in which it was to stand' (St Peters Magazine Dec
1894).
After the discussion at that meeting on the 21st November 1894, Mr Goddard
(presumably H .L. Goddard) exhibited a plan of the proposed church and, needless to say,
a committee was formed. Exactly what plan was shown to the meeting is not clear, but it
may be one which has recently come to light amongst the Goddard plans in the County
Record Office (DE 1722). In the account of the history of the church, published in 1931
to mark its Jubilee, Henry Langton Goddard contributed an architectural note in which
he said that 'the first designs for St James's church were drawn in the perpendicular style
of English Gothic' (Smith, 1931, 22). The Gothic style had dominated church design in the
nineteenth century as exemplified by Gilbert Scott's St John the Divine (1853-4) and later
St Saviour's (1875-7) . However, in the late nineteenth century there was a move away from
the tight control of the Victorian Gothic Revival and the influences of such as Pugin and
the Oxford Movement to a more free and easy era (Brandwood, 1984, 28) . During the first
half of the nineteenth century the Gothic style of architecture was the only one considered
worthy for church buildings, but by the last quarter of the century changes were being
introduced. One such design which became popular was a wide brick church with passage
aisles rather than true aisles and with a fairly plain exterior. This late nineteenth-century
plan is best seen at St John the Baptist designed by Joseph Goddard and A.H. Paget (Joseph
being Henry Langton's father) and built in 1884-5. Here we have a large spacious
rectangular nave with high roof and, in this case, double passage aisles. At the west end
was a baptistery with gallery above, another feature favoured at this time.
So what did Henry Langton Goddard have in mind for St James's? His published note
referred to above mentioned that his original design was in the perpendicular style and this
is what we might have expected at that time although the late nineteenth-century style
which he used for St John the Baptist (1884-5) was clearly very much in his mind in the
1880s. It has always been thought that no record of his earliest designs had survived but
there exists amongst the many drawings relating to St James's housed in the County Record
Office a faint pencil drawing, unlabelled and undated, but seeming to be the Goddard's
original working plan for St James's (LCRO DE 1722). The original is too faint to
reproduce for this paper, but Fig 1 is a copy of that drawing. As can be seen from this plan
Goddard's ideas followed late nineteenth-century tastes in church design with passage aisles
and a west gallery above a baptistery. The gothic style can be clearly seen in the detailed
drawing of one of the nave(?) windows shown in perpendicular style - the style which
Goddard said in his written account he had initially chosen for the church. The seating
accommodation was noted as Nave 682, Chapel 66 and West Gallery 72 giving a total of 860.
Even though there is no indication as such on the drawing it seems more than likely that
this plan is what Goddard intended for St James's before being influenced by others. Even
so there are in this gothic-style plan some similarities with the plan of the church that was
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Fig. 1 An unlabelled and undated pencil drawing in the Goddard Collection in the Leicestershire County Record Office and
probably H.L. Goddard's original scheme for St James the Greater. Scale only approximate (redrawn by N. Griffiths).
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eventually built. There is a raised choir, the east end of the chancel and the chapel terminate
in apses, although they are straight-sided on Goddard's plan compared with the semicircular apses of the present church, the chapel is situated in exactly the same place on both
plans, at the south-east corner and it projects beyond the line of the south wall of the
church. It would appear that Goddard's overall ground plan for the gothic church was
retained when he was persuaded to modify his ideas for the church. But his written account
specifically refers to his eventual design based on Torcello for he wrote:
'One day when visiting my father at Knighton Spinneys Bishop Creighton expressed
a wish that the church should be of the Basilica type, similar to the Cathedral at
Torcello, on the Venetian Lagoon, which he particularly admired. It was arranged
there and then that I should go to Italy. This I did and made notes on a number of
Basilica churches, especially that of Torcello, which gave me the general plan for St
James. The idea of the raised choir and ambones may be said to have been taken from
San Miniato, Florence and Santa Maria dei Miracoili, Florence, a beautiful, littleknown church in Venice, whilst the Majolica work of della Robbia supplied the motif
for the blue and white faience panels in the choir and sanctuary. Bishop Creighton
always hoped that there would be a campanile and this was included in the design,
whether his wish will ever be fulfilled remains to be seen.'
(Smith, 1931, 22)
So Goddard went to North Italy where he visited a number of churches and in particular
made detailed drawings of Torcello.
Henry Langton Goddard was, therefore, persuaded to change his design from the
perpendicular Gothic to something based on what he had seen in Italy, the basilican plan
church. The earliest dated detailed plans in the Goddard collection at the County Record

Plate 2
H .L. Goddard's proposals for the church of St James the Greater dated June 1895.
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Office which show his new design are for June 1895 (there is one earlier outline plan dated
January 1895 showing the position of the new church in relation to the old one which must
mean that there were earlier detailed plans which as yet have not been located). The outside
views of the church are dominated by an imposing west tower or campanile (Plate 2), no
doubt fulfilling the wishes of the Bishop who wanted to see, ' a church of monumental
character ... that would arrest the attention of the passer-by'.
The detailed drawings of the inside show a basilican plan with two apses at the east end,
a raised choir, Majolica work on the choir and in the sanctuary. The influence of Torcello
on the overall ground plan may not have been so great as has often been claimed. The basic
shape of the church was in Goddard's Gothic plan. What changed, and was clearly a result
of what he had seen abroad, was the ratio of aisles to nave, the design of the arches
separating the nave from the aisles and other decorative features of the superstructure.
Likewise the decorative Majolica work was inspired by what Goddard had seen in Italy.
In this plan it is interesting to note that the organ was placed at the west end.
Henry Langton Goddard produced detailed plans in June 1895 and in the years which
followed much effort was put into raising sufficient money to enable building work to start.
Occasionally fund raising was interrupted as we see from the Magazine for May 1985 where
it said 'It was considered undesirable that any active steps should be taken with reference
to this Fund until after the settlement of the Shoe Trade Dispute. ' Later in the same year
on 25th October 1895 a meeting was held to consider plans for the permanent church, but
'was adjourned to give some of the members an opportunity to visit some church or
churches of a similar character to the plans submitted.' Where such churches were to be
found in Britain is hard to imagine. By April 1896 we read that the plans had been approved
and that active steps were being taken to raise funds for building the Nave which was in
June 1896 estimated to require at least £5,000. A plan of the church appeared in The Builder
for March 1897 (Fig 2) the details of which are identical to the plans for 1895 indicating
that in these two years nothing had changed. In May 1897 it was reported that the
Committee had decided to make the columns which were to support the nave of the church
out of marble, as a special memorial to the Queen's long reign and indicated that an appeal
would be launched. It was estimated that the cost of each column would be about £30 and
from what we can see in the church today it would appear that this appeal was not
successful, clearly there were not eighteen people who were prepared to put up that sum
of money.
By January 1898 it was announced that only £2300 had been raised and that it would be
necessary to have at least £3000 in hand before the work could begin and by April the fund
was reported to be progressing 'slowly but surely'. A General Committee was held on
Wednesday 24th June 1898 at which it was unaminously agreed that 'the Building
Committee be instructed to confer with the architects as to what alterations would have to
be made in the plans for a Basilica Church, to reduce the cost to £10,000 including heating, lighting, ventilation and seating, and to report to the Committee as soon as possible. ' A plan
in the collection dated September 1898 may be the result of such discussions. By December
1898 it was announced that revised plans had been passed by the General Committee and
that it was intended to build a chancel and part of the nave to seat 700 people at a cost of
£7000 (of which £3000 was in hand) including vestries and a large room beneath the church,
i.e. stopping three bays short of the west end. A series of plans dated March 1899 shows
these modifications marked in red on what are clearly earlier plans for they show the full
length of the church.
A tender from Mr Henry Herbert was accepted in February 1899 amounting to £7545
and on 21st February work had begun with the felling of trees and the driving in of stakes.
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Work on the church began at the east so that services could continue in the temporary
church for a further 6-8 months. During this time it was hoped to complete the church
room under the chancel so that it could be used for services when the temporary church
was finally removed.
The July Magazine for 1899 recorded that work was not taking place and that this was
for two reasons. First, improvements to the plans had to be made and second, there was
an unfortunate strike in the building trade. A progress report in August 1899 stated that
the contractor expected the church room under the chancel to be ready in three months.
Eventually the commemoration stone was laid on 28th October 1899 by Lady Mary Glyn.
But all was not going to plan for in February 1900 it was noted that 'the present building
will not be taken down until the future church room under the chancel is quite fitted for
holding services' and there followed in the magazine a list of reasons why it had not been
completed earlier amongst which was a bricklayers' strike and limited space. By August
1900 the roof was being put on and by September the chancel had been built and the ceiling
plastered, but still the temporary church was in use, some 12 months after it had been
planned to move out. Eventually closing services were held on Sunday 23rd September
1900 and a final communion held at 7. 15 a.m. on the Monday morning when demolition
was to start.
Nearly two years from the day in February 1899 when the trees were cleared from the
site, discussions were still taking place on how to complete the church with the money
available. At a meeting held on 12th January 1901, three choices were debated. They were:
1. Keep to the present contract and stop three bays short of the west end, i.e. seating
for 700 people,
2. continue the whole church, but leave the nathrax and west end, i.e. seating 1000
people,
3. complete everything.
It was estimated that choices 2 and 3 would leave debts of £5000 and £7000 respectively
so it was not surprising to read that the first choice was adopted. Despite the fact that it
was decided not to complete the west end there are in the Goddard collection a number
of drawings showing alternative designs for the west end (Plate 3). However, in 1901 it was
decided to stop short of the west end and so no final decision had to be made as to its design.
On St James's day, July 25th, 1901 the Bishop of Peterborough consecrated the church,
with presumably, the temporary brick wall in position at the west end, some three bays
short of its intended length.
The magazines for the first decade of the twentieth century contain many entries stressing
the need to make 'strenuous efforts towards making a considerable reduction of the debt
on the church' (e.g. 1905). By November 1908 there were hopes that the debt would be
wiped off and the vicar thought it time to decide on a policy for the future, that is whether
to complete the church, or in view of the fact that the organ (which was hired at £15 per
annum) was becoming dilapidated and expensive to repair that they should buy their own.
The announcement that the debt was no more appeared in the Magazine dated January
1909 some 10 years after it had been launched, ten years of continuous fund raising to repay
those who had lent money to enable the church to be built. But that was not the end of
fund raising as the building fund was to continue with a view to completing the west end.
By April 1910 at the Annual Vestry Meeting it was agreed to call together sidesmen and
others to consider the matter and decide what was the best course to pursue for the purpose
of forwarding the completion of the church.
By May 1910 discussions had taken place with the architects towards erecting a west front
that would be imposing and worthy of the church and its position. A meeting was held on
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Plate 3
One of the several alternative designs produced by Goddard and Co for the west front of St James, October 1900.

October 19th 1910 to consider plans for the building of the west end. At this meeting the
vicar explained with the aid of sketch plans and a model what the architects had in mind.
The plans were approved unanimously by the meeting which was informed that the cost
of the work was to be £6000 without the campanile which would have cost an extra £2000.
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Then unfortunately the run of St Peter's Magazines comes to an end and so it has not
been possible to verify the details given by Smith in his history published in 1931 .
However, many of the plans in the Goddard collection in the County Record Office relate
to the period when the west end was completed and it has therefore been possible along
with Smith's account to complete the story of the building of St James's. Smith records
that in 1913 'the special building committee' was authorised to open negotiations with the
architects for the commencement of the work' (Smith, 1931, 13) which one takes to mean
the completion of the west end. Whether Smith is correct in stating that the foundations
for a campanile were laid so that it could be built at a later date we now have no way of
checking, but as H.L. Goddard was alive when the 1931 history was written and did himself
add a note, one must assume that he checked the details which were contained in the main
part of the booklet to which his note was appended. The plans which relate to the west end
do survive and no doubt a structural engineer could confirm whether the foundations
indicated on those plans are sufficient for the sort of tower contemplated by Goddard in
earlier plans of the 1890s.
At about the same time as plans were going ahead for the completion of the west end a
Miss Berridge secured and held in trust for the church the land at the back abutting St
James's Terrace for a church hall and Sunday schools.
The west end was completed in 1914 and dedicated by the Bishop of the Diocese, Dr Carr
Glyn, on 24th September in the presence of the Mayor of the Borough and other dignitaries.
During the period of building activity, 1880-1914, the same firm of architects was
involved with the church although during that time its name changed on a number of
occasions. Joseph Goddard took A.H. Paget into partnership in 1874 and the firm became
known as Goddard and Paget. Then in 1890 Joseph took his son Henry Langton into
partnership to become Goddard, Paget and Goddard. In 1898 they were Goddard and Co
and from 1913, Goddard and Catlow. One of the tasks of the architect was to draw up a
bill of quantities giving precise details of the materials to be used. Goddard and Co in
December 1898 produced such a list and this is preserved in the County Record Office
(LCRO Misc 368). It provides further insights into the fabric of the church. Eighteen
columns were to be Red Mansfield stone, but the bases on which they stood were to be
Matlock stone, the same stone that was to be used for the basement windows, and the
champhered sills to the radiators. When the west end was completed the plan describes the
stone to be used as Ancaster stone and there is also a reference in the bill of quantities to
the use of Robin Hood stone, but it does not specify precisely where. The two columns
either side of the sanctuary were to be given special treatment and the bill of quantities
specifies marble, but does not say where that marble should come from. Dr J. Whittaker
has kindly looked at the columns and he believes that they are Ashburton Marble, a
limestone from Devon. Special stone was used for other purposes in the church. The font
was made of alabaster and the roof was covered with Swithland slate. There is much brick
used in the church and different varieties were used inside and out. The interior was
Woodville sand stocks whilst the exterior bricks came from Ellistown both to be laid in the
English bond. There is much terra cotta used in the church and there are on the plans
references to the Leeds Fireclay Company which may have been involved in its preparation.
However, oral tradition within the church suggests that the terracotta came from Hathern.
Records do survive at the present Hathern Company (Hathernware Ceramics Ltd, Hathern
Station Works) which has taken over from the firm which existed in the 1890s, but not for
the period when the church was built and so there is no way of checking if this suggestion
is a correct one, but on a number of plans it is indicated that copies were sent to the Hathern
Station Company and so it seems quite likely that there is some foundation in the oral
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Plate 4
Photo montage using the model of the planned campanile superimposed on a 1986 print of the church.
LEICESTER POLYTECHNIC PHOTOGRAPHY CENTRE
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tradition. In the bill of quantities there is an entry under terra cotta which reads 'to 250
tons weight of carting from Leicester Station and hoisting ... '
The bill of quantities also describes which wood should be used and it stipulates that the
roof and door timbers should be red Petersburg and the cross, presumably the cross in the
roof, 'best selected Wainscot oak'. Although specific materials have been listed in the bill
of quantities it does not necessarily mean that those materials were actually used. Circumstances at the time might have necessitated a change from the recommended materials with
no reference being made on the original document.
No major structural alterations have taken place on the church since it was completed
in 1914, although it is clear from surviving records that the idea of completing the
campanile and adding a rood screen and reredos was always at the back of the mind of the
congregation. The building of the church hall in St James Terrace in 1967 to the east of
the church on ground previously occupied by a wooden building used originally by the
Men's Institute and later by the Scouts, necessitated a doorway being inserted into the east
end of the church, north of the sanctuary, and this is the only significant structural change
that has taken place since 1914. The construction of the new hall in 1967 with its vestries
for choir and clergy, meant that the rooms beneath the chancel were now available for other
purposes and were no longer being used as originally intended.
Embellishments to the church were continually taking place after the west end had been
completed including the addition of several stained glass windows, but it was not until the
1930s that the east end was decorated as we see it today. In 1937 a new reredos was
dedicated and the gates in the altar rails widened. At the same time the side walls of the
sanctuary were plastered and painted by Miss Diana Goddard daughter of the original
architect, Henry Goddard. In the following year the same artist painted the walls of the
Lady Chapel.
Fortunately the church survived the ravages of both wars although in November 1940
when a land-mine exploded on Victoria Park demolishing the old pavilion, the clerestory
windows were damaged and some roof slates were dislodged.
POSTSCRIPT
There is a strong tradition in the church which has been passed down from older members
of the congregation, that the building which stands in Dore Road, the Millicent Morris
Memorial Hall, was the temporary church rebuilt in Dore Road when the stone church was
erected. The two photographs which survive of the temporary church, one inside and the
other outside, show that there are significant differences in the plan of the two buildings
and it seems unlikely that if the temporary church was moved it was not erected in exactly
the same manner. It has not been possible to inspect the inside of the Dore Road building
to see if there are any similarities and so for the moment no firm conclusions can be drawn
about the fate of the temporary church and the possible link with the structure in Dore
Road. There are other stories linking the Dore Road building with St Philip's, but the brief
history of the church (Scott, 1984) states that the 'tin church' came from St Michael's,
Belgrave. Research is being undertaken by the Order of Women Freemasons who use the
Dore Road building, and they may eventually discover the origins of that building.
When this paper was read to the Society on 27th March 1986 there was still a mystery
surrounding the name of the church. There was no reason given in the Parish Magazine
or in the two historical accounts of the church why it was dedicated to St James. St James
Road is clearly shown on Spencer's map of 1877 and the earliest bye-law housing plans in
the County Record Office which gave an address in St James Road were submitted in 1871.
The road clearly existed some nine years before the temporary church to St James was being
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discussed in 1880. It is possible, however, to trace the name back even further, to 1864,
for in the deed of conveyance of the land from Miss Phoebe Baker to the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners there appears the statement that the land was 'for the site of an intended
new Church to be called Saint James's'. Why the name of St James appeared in the
conveyance was not clear, but following the lecture to the Society Mrs Margaret Watson
took up the challenge and has now solved the problem. In Phoebe Baker's will it is clearly
stated that the church was to be called St James's after her father James Baker (P. Baker
1879 R.p. 878).
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