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LEICESTERSHIRE
ARCHITECTURAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY.
July 26th, 1869.
ME. JAMES THOMPSON in the chair.
MR. NORTH (Honorary Secretary) reported the success of the late
General Meeting held in Melton Mowbray, and votes of thanks
were passed to Mr. Fetch for allowing excavations to be made upon
his ground in search of Anglo-Saxon relics; to the Eev. "W. M.
Colles, Vicar of Melton, for presiding at the public meeting; to
the writers of the • Papers then read; to the clergy who opened
their ohurches in the excursion; to Mr. M. H. Bloxam for describ
ing those edifices; and to the many friends of the Society who by
their courtesy, kindness, and hospitality, rendered the Congress
an agreeable and successful one.
The Secretary further reported that, in obedience to instructions
given at the last meeting, he had sent a written invitation from
this Society to the Central Committee of the Eoyal Archaeological
Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, to hold the Annual Congress
of that learned body in Leicester during the summer of 1870, or
in some subsequent year. He hoped to be able to give the decision
of the committee of the Institute at the next meeting.
MR. JAMBS THOMPSON, referring to the same subject, informed
the meeting that the Leicester Highway and Sewerage Committee—
a committee comprising a large majority of the members of the
Town Council, had desired the Town Clerk to invite the Koyal
Institute to hold the annual meeting of 1870 in Leicester, such
invitation to be confirmed by the Town Council at its next
general meeting.
Robert Haymes, Esq., was elected a member of the Society.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :—
By the REV. J. H. HILL, a very perfect bow, or rather harpshaped Roman bronze fibula, the property of the Rev. Thomas
Heycock. This fibula, the pin of which is quite perfect, was lately
found near the Rectory, in Seaton, Rutland.
B
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By MB. G. H. NEVINSON, a small chest or box, oval in form,
made of palladium, and richly covered with repousse figures repre
senting the exciting scenes in a stag hunt.
By MB. BELLAIES, a fac simile copy in colours, drawn by him
self, of fragments of mural decoration recently uncovered in
Thornton Church, in this County. The subject depicted was
uncovered by the removal of colourwash in the spandril of arches
on the north side of the nave. It represents the upper portions of
two female figures standing behind a kind of book-rest with carved
finials at each end; behind and between these figures appears the
head of a demon with long beard and large pointed animal ears, or
perhaps horns; the only other portions of this figure shown are
the arms, which, with cloven terminations, are represented as
encircling the females, one arm passing behind the neck of each,
and reappearing over the shoulder. There is not at present un
covered a sufficient portion of the whole painting to warrant a
designation of the subject. Judging from the accessories, it may
be presumed to be the work of the latter portion of the fifteenth
century.
By MB. WEATHEBHBAD, a vessel recently found during excava
tions in High Street, Leicester, upon which he read the following
remarks:—I have much pleasure in exhibiting a rare example of
pottery of the Homano-British period, known as Castor-ware. It
is, I believe, a poculum, or drinking vessel, (manufactured at
Castor, on the eastern boundaries of Northamptonshire, the site of
the Roman town of Durobrivse). It is remarkably thin, of elegant
design, and is, I venture to state, unique of its kind in this locality.
It has been kindly handed over to the Museum by Master S. Henry
Webb. It measures six and a half inches in height, by seven
inches in diameter. The body is of a dull slate colour, with
metalloid lustre outside, and of a chocolate brown within. The
exterior bears scroll ornament, &c., laid on in slip of white clay in
relief, together with several letters (some wanting) which formed a
convivial word (or words) all laid on in relief, white, about f of an
inch in height. There would be space (if the vessel were perfect)
for about nine letters (ME*I***VI). This interesting relic
was discovered in June, 1869, (with fragments of Samian ware), at
a depth of ten feet, whilst excavating in a cellar at No. 45, High
Street. William Chaffers, Esq., F.S.A., in his work on " Marks
and Monograms on Pottery and Porcelain" (for the loan of which
I am indebted to the kindness of our Honorary Secretary, Mr.
North), in describing this kind of pottery, states that " a more
ornamental kind of drinking cup was made at Castor in North
amptonshire. These vessels are ornamented in relief with hunting
subjects, representations of fishes, scrolls, foliage, and human
figures; the mode of operation seems to have been by means of
sharp and blunt skewer implements and a slip of suitable con-
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sistency. These vessels were glazed after the figures were laid on,
which are usually of a different colour to the body of the ware, as
white on a light brown or chocolate ground. The usual form of
the wine cups are almost invariably smaller at bottom than top (as
is the case with the example found in Leicester) and many formerly
in the author's possession, which are now in the British Museum,
have short convivial words laid on in relief, as Imple, Reple, Vivas,
Ave, Da vinum, Vita, <£c." I have furnished Mr. Chaffers with a
sketch of the vessel, together with its history, and I have no doubt
that gentleman will kindly correct me if in error, or confirm my
present opinion.

September 27th, 1869.
THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.
A Letter was read from the Honorary Secretary of the Eoyal
Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, stating that it
was unanimously agreed at the Annual Meeting of the Members of
that Society lately held at Bury St. Edmund's, that Leicester
should be the place of meeting for 1870, and it was further stated
that the members were much gratified with the cordiality of the
invitation conveyed in the letter read by their Honorary Secretary,
Mr. Tucker.
THE CHAIRMAN notified the discovery of a Cist-vaen during the
recent restoration of Stonton Wyville Church, and promised to
report further thereupon at the next meeting.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :
By MB. G. H. NEVINSON : A knife (apparently Spanish), the
blade of which was chased and inlaid with brass and enamel; the
handle was of ivory and ebony, ornamented with brass.
By MR. WEATHERHEAD : an article (of Indian workman
ship) beautifully carved in ivory. It was a double comb, 5% by
4j inches. It bore on both sides the representation of a Hindoo
Goddess, sitting in the usual cross-legged position, with upraised
arms, holding in each hand a sprig of flowers. On the right and
left of the figure were depicted two strange birds. It had originally
been coloured with bright scarlet and yellow; the outline of the
figures being ingeniously brought out by means of perforations.
The supposition is that it was not used for a personal toilet, but
that in the Hindoo, or Brahmin, sacred observances, it may have
served the purpose of currying the sacred oxen, known as the Zebus.
Mr. Weatherhead also read an extract which appeared in the
last number of the " Archaeological Journal," relative to the history
of the small brass matrix discovered in Leicester in 1868, and
exhibited to the members of this Society at a previous meeting.
By ME. HUNT : An ancient military spur with swan neck.
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Photographs of the " Golden Lion," Highcross Street, Leicester,
were also shewn.
The REV. JOHN FISHEE read the following paper on
BISHOP BEVERIDGE.
Before commencing my narrative of that learned divine, Bishop
Beveridge, it may not be out of place to give some short descrip
tion of his birthplace, Barrow-upon-Soar.
Barrow is a large and increasing, but uninteresting, village,
pleasantly situated on the east side of the river Soar, two miles
north of Mouiitsorrel, three miles south-east of Loughborough,
nine miles north of Leicester, and 110 miles north of London.
Barrow, anciently written Barewe, and Barrough, derived its name
from an ancient tumulus, or barrow; this manor was held by Earl
Harold in the time of Edward the Confessor. John Harris, Esq.,
of Sutton Bonington, in the county of Nottingham, is now Lord
of the manor. Barrow has for ages been especially celebrated for
its limestone, which possesses the peculiar property of becoming
hardened under water, and which as a cement is in high repute for
building docks, bridges, piers, &c., not only in all parts of the
kingdom, but great quantities of it have been exported to Holland
for the same purposes. I find that it was used in the building of
Ramsgate pier, after the Dutch terras and other cements had failed.
The limestone is also famous for the great variety of its fossil
productions, consisting of shells chiefly of the marine kind; the
cornu ammonia, or snake stone; fossil fish, &c.; which furnish a
study interesting to the collector of antediluvian remains. Barrow
has a grammar school for the children of the inhabitants and
parishioners, two well-endowed hospitals for poor men and women,
and is rich in charities for the poor. The Church (Holy Trinity)
is a large cruciform structure of the Perpendicular and Decorated
styles. The tower, which was embattled, containing five bells,
having been for a long time in a very dilapidated state, fell down,
18th December, 1868, (the bells having been previously removed,)
is now being restored. The master and fellows of St. John's
College, Cambridge, are the patrons, and the Rev. W. L. Newhain,
M.A. is the vicar. With this brief description I will pass on to a
short memoir of the learned Bishop Beveridge, the subject of my
Paper.
Some authors state that Bishop Beveridge was born at Barrowupon-Soar, in the year 1636, and others give 1638 as the year of
his birth. Living only three miles from Barrow, I called upon the
Rev. Mr. Newham, as I wished to clear up this discrepancy. He
very kindly gave every assistance, and I ascertained that the first
of this family that occurs in the parochial registers is the Rev.
John Berridge, or Beveridge, (for they thus indifferently spelt the

BISHOP BEVERIDGE.

5

name,) who in 1602, being then D.D. of the University of Cam
bridge, who signed himself Vicar in 1617, (previously Rector of
Kibworth Beauchamp,) to which in 1620 he presented his son
William, the second (and eldest surviving) son, who was instituted
to the vicarage of Barrow, October 20, and inducted November 29
the same year. The register of Barrow records the births of three
of his (William's) sons; 1. John, baptized February 12, 1631
(afterwards Vicar); 2. William, baptized February 11, 1636 (after
wards Bishop of St. Asaph); 3. Thomas, baptized March 1, 1661;
and five daughters. It is certain, then, that William Beveridge,
Bishop of St. Asaph, was born in 1636, and not in 1638.
Having received his primary education, first under his father,
and afterwards at Oakham School, in the county of Rutland, he
was, in 1653, admitted as a sizer at St. John's College, Cambridge.
Here his attention was not only directed to classical pursuits, but
to the study also of oriental languages; a study which he recom
mended in a Latin treatise, and still more effectually by the
publication of a Syriac grammar, composed when he was only
eighteen years of age, and published two years after. His character
at college, however, was established, not only for proficiency as a
scholar, but for the depth of his piety, and the integrity of his
life. What his early piety was may be seen from a juvenile work
published after his death, and even now in high repute, his
"Private Thoughts." This work was published in 1709, and has
often been reprinted.
On the 3rd of January, 1660, he was ordained Deacon by Bishop
Sanderson; and, on the 31st of the same month, was admitted
into Priest's orders. About the same time Dr. Gilbert Sheldon,
then Bishop of London, collated him to the vicarage of Baling,
in the county of Middlesex; but in November, 1672, being pre
sented to the Rectory of St. Peter's, Cornhill, by the Corporation
of London, he resigned that piece of preferment, and removed to
the metropolis. In December, the year following, he was collated
by Bishop Henchman to the prebend of Chiswick, in St. Paul's
Cathedral: in 1679 he took his D.D. degree; and in November,
1681, he was made Archdeacon of Colchester, being collated thereto
by Bishop Compton. His conscientious mind, upon his appoint
ment to so important a cure as that of St. Peter's, withdrew from
those learned labours which had hitherto been his delight, and he
devoted himself exclusively, with primitive zeal and piety, to the
duties of the pastoral office. His labours were incessant: he
established weekly communions and daily service. It is not sur
prising that he should appoint weekly communions, as, in his
"Private Thoughts," he thus states his faith with regard to the
Holy Eucharist: "As baptism thus comes in the place of the
Jew's circumcision, so doth our Lord's Supper answer to their
Passover. Their Paschal Lamb represented our Saviour Christ,
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and the sacrificing of it, the shedding of His blood upon the cross;
and as the Passover was the memorial of the Israelite's redemption
from Egypt's bondage, (Ex. xii 14,) so is the Lord's Supper the
memorial of our redemption from the slavery of sin, and assertion
into Christian liberty; or rather, it is a solemn and lively repre
sentation of the death of Christ, and offering it again to God, as
an atonement for sin, and reconciliation to His favour."
In the year 1684, he obtained a stall in Canterbury cathedral.
On the deprivation of Dr. Kenn in 1691, the see of Bath and
Wells was offered to his acceptance, which, however, he declined
from conscientious motives. Beveridge was advanced in years
before he had another offer of a Bishopric. He was consecrated
on the 6th of July, 1704, having been elected to the see of
St. Asaph. This new dignity, however, was enjoyed by him little
more than three years, his death taking place on March 5th, 1708,
in his seventy-first year, at his lodgings in the cloisters of West
minster Abbey, and he was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral.
He was a voluminous writer on theological and philological
subjects. Among the charitable bequests of this Anglican Saint,
he left in 1706, to the Trustees of Barrow Hospital, an estate,
then of the yearly value of £53., in trust to pay yearly £W. to the
Vicar of Barrow for reading prayers morning and evening; 40s.
to the Clerk for ringing the bell; and 40s. for distribution among
poor housekeepers; and to give the clear surplus rent to the Curate
of Mountsorrel, for reading prayers every morning and evening,
and instructing the children of his Chapelry once a week.
By a contingent devise, an estate called Hall Orchard passed
to the Trustees, about the year 1760, in trust for augmenting the
salaries of the Vicar of Barrow and the Curate of Mountsorrel. I
presume that this bequest is enjoyed, and these duties performed
at the present time.
He had been married, but of his wife nothing is known, except
that she died before him, without issue.

November 29*fe, 1869.
ME. G. H. NEVINSON in the chair.
The Honorary Secretary read a letter from the Secretary of the
Royal Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, notifying
the gift of this Society of copies of its journal (so far as they could
be supplied) to the present time, forming twenty-four volumes.
A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the Council of the
Institute for this very handsome and acceptable gift.
The Honorary Secretary reminded members that the Congress
of the Royal Archaeological Institute will be held in Leicester in
the summer of next year, 1870.
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The following gentlemen were proposed and elected members
of the _ Society for the year 1870: The Rev. E. Burnaby, Leicester;
Mr. Theodore Walker, Leicester; the Rev. W. H. Brassington,
Ragdale; and Captain John Bryan, of the Leicester Militia.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited.
By ME. NOETH : An early groat of Queen Mary, found at
Kibworth, bearing on the reverse the inscription, Veritas Temporis
Filia.
By the REV. J. H. HILL : Human bones and charcoal found in
Stonton Wyville Churchyard, upon which he read a paper, which
will be found below. Also a curious collection of programmes of
concerts given in Leicester, &c., formerly belonging to, and ap
parently collected by, the late Mr. Gardiner. Mr. Hill kindly
presented this interesting collection to the Society.
By the CHAIEMAN : A bronze female figure, with handle, &c.,
apparently for holding a lamp.
The REV. J. H. HILL read the following Paper upon a Kist-vaen,
recently found at Stonton Wyville.
KIST-VAEN, FOUND AT STONTON BRUDENELL.
IN digging for foundations of the new porch at Stonton Brudenell,
on the 20th day of July last, a very ancient sepulchral de
posit was found, which I conceive to be an early British grave.
It was found on the spot where the south aisle of the Norman
Church formerly stood, which had been removed and a porch built
in its place some three hundred years past. The grave was con
structed of slabs set up in the form of a kist-vaen or stone coffin.
It was set upon a bed of gravel about six feet below the surface of
the Churchyard. The north side of it consisted of three slabs of
common iron-stone ingeniously put together, the south side was
made of stones such as are used to form a rubble wall (coggles),
and the cover of the coffin consisted of two rough slabs of iron
stone. The length of the kist was three feet six; the greatest
width was twenty-two inches. At the east end it was about one
foot wide, and the west end terminated in the form of the bow of
a boat. The depth of the kist-vaen was thirteen inches, the
position of it being due east and west. The grave contained the
skeleton of an adult person, with the leg-bones gathered up, lying
on the side, and a large quantity of charcoal and ashes were found
with it. I have made a rough etching of the shape of the kistvaen, which I now present to you, and the bones and charcoal I
produce for your examination. The Rev. Abner Brown, of Pytchley,
in his essay on some British kist-vaens or stone coffins discovered
at Pytchley, in Northamptonshire (which may be found in an early
volume of our Archceological Journal), states that the remains of
the dead were interred in coffins of stone partly wrought out of
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the natural rocks, and partly (as in the case of Stonton Brudenell)
constructed of rough slabs. He further says that at Pytchley
the skeletons were lying on their right sides, the feet being to the
east, and the legs were gathered up to admit of their being placed
in the small space allotted to them. Mr. Whittaker, in his
"History of Manchester," observes that the manner of interment
among the primitive Britons and the primitive Gauls was either
by consigning the remains entire and undefaced to the ground, or
by previously reducing them to ashes (vol. 2, p. 139), and Sir K.
Colt Hoare in his " History of Wiltshire," says, "From theresearches made in our British tumuli, we have every reason to
suppose that the two ceremonies of burying the body entire and of
reducing it to ashes by fire prevailed at the same time. In each
of these ceremonies was distinguished a variety in the particular
mode adopted. In the first we have frequently found the body
deposited in a chest or kist, with the legs and knees drawn up,
and the head placed towards the north; this, I conceive, to be the
most ancient form of burial. The second manner of burying the
body entire is proved to be of much later period by the articles
deposited with the human remains. In this case we find the
bodies extended at full length, the heads placed at random, in a
variety of directions, and instruments of iron accompanying them.
Two modes of cremation seem also to have been adopted. At first
the body was burnt, the ashes and bones collected, and deposited
on the floor of the barrow, or in a kist excavated in the native chalk.
This being the most simple was probably the most primitive custom
by the ancient Britons. The funeral urn in which the ashes of
the dead were secured was the refinement of a later age; the
skeleton of the ancient Briton or his inurned ashes were sometimes
without any particle of accompaniment of these different modes of
interment. I am of opinion that the one of burying the dead
entire, with the legs gathered up, was the most ancient, that the
custom of cremation succeeded and prevailed with the former, and
that the manner of burying the dead entire and extended at full
length was of the latest adoption."—History of Wiltshire, page 24.
Mr. Bloxam, in his Fragmenta Sepulchralia, says the most ancient
mode of interment appears to have been that of simple inhumation,
where the body was deposited entire, often in a contracted position,
with the legs drawn up, in a kist-vaen or chest, formed of four or
five slabs of rough stone placed on their edges at right angles, and
covered at the top with another of larger size; and, with the
primary interments in those barrows considered as the most
ancient, neither warlike weapons, ornaments, or articles of any
description, or vestiges of cremation, are found. And again, kistvaens are the rudest and most ancient description of stone coffins.
Though composed of several slabs, the size was rarely proportioned
to the length of the body inclosed, being much shorter, and con-
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seqnently did not admit of its being deposited at full length; the
body was therefore, when interred in one of these, placed, according
to the custom of a very early age, with the knees upraised towards
the breast, in a sitting or contracted position. Mr. Wright, in his
work on " The Celt, the Roman, and the Saxon," seems to think
that Christianity was not established in Eoman Britain, and says
that with so many hundreds of Koman sepulchres and graves as
have been opened in this country, we find not a single trace of the
religion of the Gospel. It seemed to be the opinion of the majority,
at our last two meetings, that the interment was a Christian one,
and after the last meeting I received a very kind letter from Mr.
Nevinson, stating that he had much doubt about this. In his
letter he says: " The point I ventured to raise was this—supposing
it to be a Christian burial, may it not have been a British, and not
a Saxon or Norman one. The argument in support of this would
be chiefly that the kist-vaen, the contracted position of the body,
and the absence of ornaments or articles of any description, exactly
correspond with the ancient heathen-British mode of burial, and
we all know how tenacious half civilized nations are of their old
rites and customs, especially those relating to the interment of
their dead. The charcoal found in kist-vaens has, I fancy, nothing
to do with cremation, but was placed there for sanitary purposes
only. The orientation of the kist-vaen is another point in favour
of its being a Christian interment." Mr. Nevinson goes on to
say—" that he does not think that the south aisle, or its prede
cessor the porch, had any connection with the burial in question,
except in so far that the builders of the church might, very likely,
have selected an ancient cemetery as a site for it, particularly if
they knew that the Christians had been buried in it. Whatever
may have been the case when Caesar arrived in Britain, I cannot
help thinking that during the Roman occupation the British must
have had villages to dwell in, which were, very possibly, in some
cases, succeeded by Saxon towns. These British villages would
have cemeteries attached to them, and in those cemeteries I would
fain hope, notwithstanding what Mr. Wright says, that many
Christians were interred—the absence of any trace of the religion
of the gospel in the Eoman graves, does not satisfy me that there
was no Christianity in the country, the early Christians might and
did foresee the evils of symbolism, and so bury their dead without
any distinctive marks." I have given you Mr. Nevinson's letter
in extenso, as I consider the remarks in it are of infinite value, and
elucidate the matter before us. It is very curious that Stonton
churchyard, with its small population, is full of bones, and more
like the burying place of a large town than that of a small village,
with barely a hundred inhabitants. The bones which I present
to your notice are—1. Femur. 2. Tibia. 3. Cervical Vertebra.
4. Frontal Bone. 5. Part of the Occipital and two Parietal Bones.
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They were found in the kist-vaen, and are those of a full grown
person of the female sex. I will conclude this paper with the
following extracts, which I give you as some proof that Christianity
must have been established in Roman Britain at a very early
period: Irenaeus, who flourished in the middle of the second
century, asserts, in his work "Against Heresies," that the Church
was spread throughout the world at this time (A.D. 180), and par
ticularly specifies the Celts, i.e., Gaul and Britain. Tertullian, a
celebrated Latin writer of the second century, in his work '' Contra
Judasos," speaks " of the Church of Christ having extended to the
different nations of Gaul, and parts of Britain inaccessible to the
Romans but subject to Christ."—Cap. 7. And Origen (in Eyek.
Horn, iv., and in Luc. Horn, vi.) makes mention of Britain as
having been converted to Christianity at this time (A.D. 228);
whilst Arnobius of Sicca, who was born in the latter part of the
third century, speaks of "the rapidity with which the Word of
God had reached the Indians in the east, and the Britons in the
west." (A.D. 306.) *
January 31st, 1870.
THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.
This being the annual business meeting of the Society, MAJOB
BELLAIRS (Hon. Secretary) presented the following audited State
ment of Accounts for the past year :—
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 1869.
PAYMENTS.
RECEIPTS.

.£. S. d.
1869.
Jan. 1. Balance in hand from
31 12 2
old account
Subscriptions and Arrears re
ceived during the year
90 0 6
Portion of Grant to Cherry
Orchard Exploration Fund
3 7 10
returned

£. s. d.
Expenses of Melton Meeting 13 17
Grant towards publication of
Transactions
30 0 0
Williamson, share of Annual
Volume
36 5 6
A year's rent of room
5 0 0
Crossley and Clarke, Printingg
etc.

..

Collector
Postages, Carriage, &c.
Advertising
Hallkeeper

Binding Archaol. Journal

Balance in hand

£135 0 6
1870.
January 1. Balance in hand 43 17 0
Examined and found correct,
(Signed)

3 1
0 4
3 6
0 7
0 6
1 16
43 17

4
0
3
0
0
0
0

0

6

.£135

ALFRED WHITBY.

* The Rev. J. H. Hill has very kindly supplied the drawing for the accompanying
illustration.
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MB. NORTH (Hon. Secretary) next read the following Eeport of
the Committee, for the year 1869.
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1869.
THE proceedings of the Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological Society during
the year just elosed, 1869, were similar to those of the former years of its existence,
and there are not many incidents calling for special remark from your Committee
in presenting this its Annual Report. It will be remembered that in the year 1867,
a grant of £ 10. was made, together with a similar amount from the Leicester
Literary and Philosophical Society, to meet any expenses that might be incurred in
watching excavations then going on in the Cherry Orchard, Leicester—the site of a
Roman villa—and in taking steps to preserve or make plans of any discoveries made.
Since that time many new streets have been formed in that neighbourhood, but no
discoveries of interest have been made. Indeed the Cherry Orchard is now so com
pletely covered by modern erections, that the Treasurer of the Exploration Fund
has returned to your Treasurer, and to the Treasurer of the Literary and Philo
sophical Society, in equal moities, the balance of money in his hands. Whilst your
Committee is disappointed in not being able to report new discoveries supplementing
those made in former years, and so allowing a ground plan of the ancient Roman
villa to be made, it feels a satisfaction in having taken such steps as were in its
power towards obtaining that result.
Although the arrangements for the Annual Meeting and Excursion last year were
unavoidably altered at a late date, the Members had no reason to regret the change.
Instead of joining our Northamptonshire friends in a joint meeting at Uppingham,
as at first proposed—and which meeting, owing to local difficulties, was deferred for
a short time—a meeting of a slightly curtailed character was held at Melton Mowbray.
The usual morning assemblage and temporary museum were not attempted; the
public proceedings of the Society being confined to a Meeting in the Corn Exchange
in the evening, at which some valuable and interesting Papers were read. The
Members, however, were not idle during the day. They inspected the fine parish
church, which for some years past has been undergoing extensive repairs and
restorations; they visited the Museum in the quaint old Bede-house close to the
church, and they spent much time at excavations, kindly permitted to be made by
the Society in the Anglo-Saxon Cemetery outside the town. Although from time
to time most valuable discoveries have been made there, which have been fully
detailed in previous Reports of this Society, the diggers were not rewarded for their
labours upon that occasion, scarcely a vestige of an antique was found, and no
interment of any kind was discovered. The evening Meeting was held under the
presidency of the Rev. the Vicar of the parish. The following Papers were read:
" The objects of Architectural and Archaeological Societies," by Mr. James Thompson;
" An Appeal to the Religious Sentiment Observable on Old English Money hitherto
unnoticed," by the Rev. A. Pownall, F.S.A.; " The Ancient Schools of Melton," by
the Hon. Secretary. These three Papers, together with some valuable notes upon
the Bottasford Monuments, contributed by Mr. M. H. Bloxam, F.S.A., will appear
in the next Volume of the Associated Societies. The Excursion on the following
day included visits to the churches of Waltham-on-the-Wolds, Croxton Kerrial,
Knipton, Muston, Bottesford—where the fine series of monuments were commented
on by Mr. Bloxam—Barkeston, Eastwell, Goadby Marwood, and Caldwell.
Most of the Members are aware that the proposal, originated by the Society—
that the Royal Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland should be in
vited to hold its Annual Congress here during the summer of the present year—
has been cordially and heartily met by the Mayor and Corporation of Leicester, and
by the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society. Invitations from both, as well
as from this Society, were some time ago forwarded to the Council of the Institute,
the -Members of which have resolved to hold a Congress here probably during the
month of July next. Whilst your Committee congratulate you upon the honour
thus conferred upon Leicester, it urges upon you the necessity of doing everything
in your power to make the Congress of that learned body an agreeable and successful
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The Statement of Accounts and Report were unanimously
adopted.
After the usual votes of thanks, it was
RESOLVED : That in consequence of the visit of the Royal
Archaeological Institute to Leicester in July next, the usual
summer meeting and excursion of this Society shall not take place
this year.
The HON. SECEETABY reported that he had received a letter
from the Town Clerk of Leicester, requesting this Society to nomi
nate a small Sub-Committee to confer with a Committee appointed
by the Town Council as to the reception in Leicester of the Royal
Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland in July next.
The following gentlemen were appointed : Messrs. Thomas Nevinson, G. H. Nevinson, Joseph Goddard, and Captain Whitby; the
District Secretaries of the Society, namely, the Rev. J. H. Hill
(Cranoe), Rev. A. Pownall, F.S.A. (South Kilworth), Rev. E.
Tower (Earl's Shilton), and Mr. Vincent Wing (Melton Mowbray);
the two Hon. Secretaries, Messrs. Bellairs and North, being exofficio members.
The following gentlemen were elected MEMBERS of the Society:
Mr. Harrington Offley Shore, of Lindridge; Mr. James Stanhope,
of Leicester ; and Mr. J. G. Fast, of Melton Mowbray.
The Committee and Officers of the past year were re-elected.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :
By ME. NOETH : An interesting manuscript volume of Offices,
&c. (4|- inches of 3 inches), containing 173 leaves of vellum, and
most beautifully penned in the good handwriting peculiar to the
reign of Edward I. Its date is probably about the year 1290. The
following notes upon the contents were communicated by the REV.
R. H. HAWKES :
I. Kalendar—two pages to each month.
II. Hours of the B. V. Mary (with illumination of the Annun
ciation). This Office fills 53 leaves, and contains Collects of the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity, of the Holy Cross, SS. Michael,
John Baptist, Peter and Paul, Andrew, Lawrence, Stephen, Thomas
of Canterbury, Nicolas, Mary Magdalene, Katherine, Margaret, All
Saints, and Memorial of the Cross.
III. The VII. Penitential Psalms (with illumination of our
Lord in Majesty), followed by 15 Psalms—only the first lines
given.
IV. A Litany—containing after Kyrie, &c., fifty-nine invoca
tions of Saints, besides all Virgins, all Saints, Confessors, Monks,
Disciples, Apostles and Evangelists; S. Victor and S. Dionysius,
with their companions, all Patriarchs and Prophets, all Orders of
Spirits, all Martyrs.
V. Vigils of the Dead (with an illumination showing a raised
coffin covered by blue pall with gold cross; on each side are two
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candles; two monks are reciting the Office which follows). This
Office is the one called " Placebo." It contains several Psalms,
Antiphons, the Benediction, Dirige and Prayers.
VI. Commendation of Souls (with illumination showing God
the Father giving benediction); beneath are two nude human
figures, signifying souls borne in a sheet by two angels, underneath
are two open graves.
VII. Psalms of the Passion (with illumination figuring the
demi-nude figure of Our Lord with instruments of Passion beneath
a cross).
VIH. Psalter of S. Jerome, with an illumination of S. Jerome
studying in cell.
This little volume is in modern covers.
By the EEV. A. POWNALL, F.S.A.: A Papal Bulla or Bull of
Clement VI. (1342-52). This was of the usual type. On the
obverse appeared the conventional heads of SS. Peter and Paul;
on the reverse the inscription CLEMENS PP. VI. This (together
with the curious little coin next mentioned) was found in Peckleton
Churchyard, in this county, daring late works of rebuilding and
restoration there. Explanatory of the coin Mr. Pownall communi
cated the following particulars:
STEELING OF MAKES D'AETOIS.
This silver coin of Marie d'Artois was found last year in the
churchyard at Peckleton in this county, during the time the work
of restoration was going on at the church. Its appearance is little
likely to attract much notice, but I must bespeak attention for it
on account of its excessive rarity. On the obverse is seen the
crowned head of a female, with the legend MAEIA DCI AKTOSN
(Maria Domicella Artosiensis) in Lombardic character; while the
reverse bears the cross and pellets common to English and foreign
money of the middle age, with the words MONETA MEEAVD,
i.e., money minted at Meraude. This Maria, in whose name the
piece was issued, appears to have been widow of a count of Namur,
who died in 1331, A.D. In 1342, she purchased from John of
Bohemia the Chateau of Poilvache, situate about three leagues
from Namur, on the right bank of the Meuse. Here she struck
money—sometime between 1342 and 1353, A.D., but it is only
within the last few years that a learned French numismatist dis
covered Poilvaehe and Meraude to be one and the same place. An
article in the "Numismatic Chronicle," written by my friend, Mr.
Samuel Sharp, F.S.A., describes another of these coins, and he
therein condenses a paper, communicated to the "Revue de la
Numismatique Beige " for 1850, giving an interesting account of
the way in which this discovery came out. After having for a
long time puzzled continental numismatists, a M. de Lafontaine
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was fortunate enough to find mention made in a charter of the
fourteenth century of a certain " Henry Count of Luxembourg, and
of his castle of Meraude, commonly known as Poilvache." CNumis :
Chronicle, N.S., Vol. II., 1862 J Under the name of Poilvache,
therefore, that other name, which otherwise coins alone have
handed down to us, lay concealed. When I add that only two
other examples of this rare sterling are known, that which is in the
possession of Mr. Sharp, and another which is said to be in the
collection of the Count Robiano, at Brussels, it will he acknowledged
that the finding of a third in a Leicestershire churchyard should
be included in the archagological annals of the Society. The sur
prise which some might feel on hearing of this coin being found
so far from home in a midland English county, need not last long,
when it is remembered that these foreign sterlings were counterfeits
of the contemporary English silver money, and often circulated
concurrently with it. Before it obtained a resting place in the
churchyard at Peckleton, the piece exhibited now probably passed
through many hands in the fourteenth century, as the penny of
one or other of our first three Edwards.
By ME. THOMAS NBVINSON : Photograph of an ancient alms
box found in a niche in a cupboard behind pannelling in a building
known as the Bede House, Stamford. Some folded linen but no
coin was in it.
By ME. GODDAED : An unguent jar, of Roman manufacture,
without pattern, 3j inches high, and 2^- inches in diameter in the
widest part, lately found on the site of the Eed Lion Inn, Highcross Street, Leicester, now taken down. Also from the same
locality the larger portion of a bowl. (6 inches in diameter and
3 inches deep) of Samian ware. Under the rim the frequent
ornamentation known as the festoon and tassel, appeared, the
other decoration comprised foliage arranged with considerable
elegance. The fact of this vessel having been mended by leaden
rivets by its early possessors, shows that the Samian ware was an ex
pensive article. Mr. Goddard also produced afac simile of a Tazza,
bearing in the bowl, in high relief, a figure of Minerva, the original
of which formed part of the famous " find " near Frankfort some
years ago.

March 28th, 1870.
THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.
The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society:
Mr. Fletcher of Belvoir Castle, and Mr. Traylin, architect, Leicester.
ME. BELLAIES exhibited a silver penny, much worn, of one of
the English Edwards, probably Edward II., found during the re
building of Leicester Frith House.

e. — The breiff certificatt of John Beaumont esquyer George Gyfford esquyre and Robert Burgoyn Commissioners of our Sovereign lord the
Kyng designed together weith Sir John Nevell knight Roger Ratlyff and Will Ashely esquyers by Vertue of the Kynghis comyssion to theym among other directed
beryng date the xxiiij daye of June a°. regni regis Henrici VIII xlviiijmo for the viewe and survey of all and syngler abbes priores monastrez sett lieng and beyng
withyn the Countie of Leicestre which nowe be in the hands of our seid sovereign lord the Kyng by reson of an acte of parliament therof lately made
as herafter foloweth : —
ARTICLES OFF INSTRUCTIONS.
The names of howsez
of whatt religion to
whom thei be sells
and off what value att
ther last valuacion.

The clere yerely value off ye
same att this newe survey.

the nombre of relegious persons with
their lyff and conver
sation and howe many
will have capaciti es
flicense to be quit of
their vows].

The nombre of Servauntes hynds and
other persons havying
ther lyvyng of the
same howse.

The value of bells
leade and other buyldyngs to he sold with
the estate or ruyn of
the seid howse.

The entier value of
the moveable goods
and stocks and stores
with debts owying
unto the howse.

The bowses
of religion
and left out
the last valuacion.

The woods with thage of them
parks forests and of commons
belongeinge to the howse and
nombre of acres.

The debts owyng by
the howse.

vi acres wheroff in woodd
above xx/i. yers grow di acres
and in woods and spyns under
xii yers growe v acr. di com
mons non butt after the rate of
their demeanes parks and
fforests nowe.

. iiij. vj. viij
as appereth by a byll
off perticlers therof
remaynyng.

Null.

ccxxij acres in wodds of the xlvijJi. as appereth
age of x yeres which as by a bok of perticlers
yet be of small value xix acres with the commis
and in towardly yong woods sioners.
stondyng most by oke i ff 1 and
Ix yeres grewe by estimacion
worth cccv/i. vjs. viijrf. cciij a cres and other wodds
growyng apone the demeans an d apone the comons of
Olveston be estimacion worth cxviij/i. comoiis accordyng to the land in demen as othe r tenements have parks
and fforests nowe.

Null.

The wodds growings apon Ixiij xiij iiij as ap
the demeans in several! places pereth by perticlers
remaynynge.
worth by estimacyon xx/i. therof
and the furses growyuge in
the fields of Kyrby apon the
comons conteynynge aboughte
by estimaceon ij mylls worthe
by estimacyon comm nnibus annis towards the ffuell i or the howse, and to
be solde iiij to the ^rounde wherof belongythe to cly vera ffrehoklers and
cannott as yet be ful y severed by reason of a large USE ge off the same but
ytt semyth to us the more parte theroff to belonge to the house of Kyrby
fforseyd.

Null.

ANSWERS TO THE SAME ABTICLES.
The Priorie of CRADLEY White Channona
off the Order of Saynt
Austyn [Praemonstratencians].
xxJi. iijs. iiijd.

xx/i. ijs. iiijd.
wherof the demons at xi iiij.
iij and thother rents and
ffeunes besids the offeryng
nott nowe put in value viij.
xviij.

ij with, the Prior of
good conversation and
lyvyng and desier to
contynewe their reli
gion ther yf ytt might
so please the kyng his
highness or otherays
every one of them desiretb a capacite.

The Monasterie of
OLVESTON blake
Channons of the order
of
Saynt
Austen
(Austin Canons) and
dedicated
to
the
honor of God and
Seynt Andrewe.
clx/i. xiiijy. ijd.

cl viij ft. xiijs. vijd.
wherof the demeans over and
besids cxs in lease by convent
seale and over and besyds
cxiiiia. iiijd. rent paid oute to
divers persons ffor certen parcelles of the same which have
bene off longe tyme in the
hands of the abbott and his
predecessors and payngye seid
rent wherwith the ffermer
must be charged xxx\ ijJi. vs. viijd. and other rents
ffermes appropriations £ nd pencons over and besids ye
woods and perquisite of ye courts cxxj/i. vijs. xid. which
is lefte in value in the laste valnacion bi occacion of
diverse allowances allo wable by our iustruccions and
not allowed by the comn aiasioners of the x.th.

vj besyds the abbot
all priests desyring all
caparytyes ther reli
gion not verry duely
kepte for lacke of
nomber & for because
one of them is a very
aged man another not
having his wytt very
well but fantastycall
and more than halffe
ffrantyke.

The Priorye off KIRBY
SELLERS Blake
Channons off the
order off Seynt Austeyne dedycate to the
honor of Gode and
Seynt
Peter
and
Paule.
cxlij/i. xs. iijd.

cxliij/z. xijs. iijd. wheroff the
demeans wythe the viijs. xd.
parcell off the fferme lands
belongynge to the prior Axyholme and with the pruffyt
off a smalt myll beyng withen
ye precyncte off the monasterie xvi. xi. x. and other
rents fferms improperacions
and j water myll over and
bcsyds the pruffyts off w ayff straye perquysites off leets
and courts and also the pruffyts off fursens growying
apon. the comon not he re put in value
ex xvij/z. vjd.
The Priorye of ULVESCROFT, blake Chan
nons of the rule of
Seynt Austen, dedi
cate to the honor of
the Holly Trinite and
our B lessed Lady,
standing in a wildernesse in the forrest of
Charnwood, and refresseth maney pore
people and wayefaryng people.

vj wherof hynds servauntes iij women
servauntes ij
and
chyldern found of
alines j.

xiij. xiij iiij the
howse is in convenyent reparacion and
estate.

xxiiij. xi. iiij as ap
pereth by an Inventorye theroff remayn
yng.

wherof yomen vij
hynd servauntes xxij
and vomen for the
dyerrye iiij and no
other persons having
yr lyving of the same
howse.

apprethe a statly and
clene howse
well
buylded and moche of
yt newe made with
ffrestone not fully
fynished in good re
pay re and m ete for
more company then
ther be.

ccciiij xii viij wherof
in debts xUi. in mova
ble goods with corne
not severed
cccxlj. xij. viij.

viij besids the Priour
all priests of good conversacion and lyvyuge
and off kepyng good
hospetalytie wheroff
ij desyreth to have
capacites.

xxxvj wherof yomen
servauntes xvj hynd
servauntes xvij wo
men for the deyrye i
and persons havyuge
corrodies and lyvyng
ther by convent seall
ij-

ccxx. v. ij. wherof
in debts owynge to
ye house as appereth
by a byll of parcells
therof
remaynynge
xix/i. xxd. and ano
ther moveahle goods
and corne not severed
cci/i. iijs. vjd.

viij besyds tbe Priour
who is a wyse discrete
man wherof priests vj
good vertuous and re
ligious and of good
qualites as writters
ymbroderers and
payntorsf and lyvyng
and desireth the King
his highnes to establysshe them ther yff
it may stand with his
gracyous pleasur or
otherwise to be sett
over to some other
religious house of the
same religion.

xl whereof yomen xxti
chyldren for the chappell ther xiiij women
for the deyre iij per
sons havyng corrodies
by covent seale j and
other impotent and
okle persons ly vying
ther by premyses ij.

cviij. vs. ob. the
house in good repayre
and moche of yt
withyn this iij yeres
newe sett upp and
buylt.

cxxxvij. xvii. ii. as
may appere by an inventorye therof remaynyng debts oweyng to the howse
non.

ccxviij/i. ijs. xjd. wherof the xiiij. with abbott and
possessions in London apoynt- the prior of Bondon
ed to oone of the monks as a wherof priests xij on
cell xi/i. xvijs. viijd. the de- of them blynd impo
mayn Imds in Garadon over tent and of extreme
and besids xiijs. iiijd. of owt age of good conversa
rents xxli. ixs. ob. Mem. the tion and good servyce
Graunge called D y x 1 e y well maynteyned and
Graunge over xxxs. viijd. of desyre all to contyn
scote rents xxxj/z. viijs. viijd. ewe ther in ther reli
the Pasture called Ouleye in gion yf ytt may so
the lordeshyp of Sheppysed in E lease the Kyng bis
lease to the abbot vijfi. xiijs.
ighnes and other
iiijd. other rentes and fermes wise to be assigned
with oblacons iraproperatt and over to other houses
perqusitts cxlviijJi. xiijs. ijd. of the same religion.

Ixxix wherof yomen
xi, hynds servaunts
xlv, women for the
deyrie and other necessaryes xi, ohyldern
founde of almes v,
persons havying corro
dies by purches ij, and
other impotent per
sons havyng ther
lyvyng ther off almes.

c
iiij xlviij xii iiij the
house beying greate
olde and partly ruynoua.

cxlij/i. xjs. vijd. an
C XX
ix iiij xviij acres iij roods apperethe by a boke
wherof in spryngs and woods of percells remayn
under xx yers growe x acres yng with the comys
di. in woods of 1 yers. growe sioners wherof c/»and upward ij acres j roode claymed by the exeand in woods of c yeres growe cutours of Thos- Stoks
of late of London by
c
of upward with iij acres grow an obligacon under
the
Convent Seale,
yng in the wast of the said
monnstere being withyn the dated ao. xxv. Regie
H.
VI.
fforests of Chervey Woo d cxxx vj acres the value of the
(sic) with woods worth s xvli. in the price of other woods
growyng uppon the den nayues by estymacon to be sold
0
as wourthe ccxlix/i. xi js. iiijd. wasts in the eeid fforest s besid the seid iij acres
c
wood lying comon iiij acres parks and fforests now.

Null.

xv with the Prioriss
of good and verteous
conversacon
lyvyng
as apperyth by examynacon and by re
port of the countrey
desiring all to continewe in ther relygyon
ther yf hit might so
E lease the
Kyngs
ighness, nou of them
willing to have capacytes, but desyr to
contynewe ther relygyon.

xlviij wherof yomen
i, hynds servauntes
xx vj, women
servaunts for the dyery
and other necessatyes
ix persons, havyng
ther lyvyngs of the
same howse by pur
chase iij, and persons
founde of almes ix.

Ixxijfi. vijs. iiijd. the
Churche the Quyer
the Clovsters the
F a y e r " (Refectory),
and the rest of the
howse in very good
repayer
and
well
mayntayned and kept
upp but of no stately
buyldyng.

cxxxvijfi. xijs. id.
with the corne not
severed as maye ap
pere by an Inventory
therof made.

xvjli- ijs., as may apEere by the pertycujrs therof remayn-

Null.

vj besids ye Priores
which is of great age
and impotent, of good
and vertuous lyvyng
and coiiverssacon, so
be her systers, on is
sister to Sir Richard
Sacheverell late decessed almost Ixxx
yeres, on of them is
in regarde a fole, all
he desyrous to con
tynewe in relygyon.

xvij wherof priests j,
hynde eervanntes x,
women for the dayerye iiij, and corrodyans by coveut seale
ii.

xxxiiijtt. iiijs. ijd. ob.
the howse in resonable reparacion and a
small olde howse.

XX

iiijvH. xjs. wherof the demeanes over and besydes parcell of the same certified by
the commission of tbe xtbs
lying in Chorley and letton to
ferme for ixZi. xixs. iiijd. and
besydes ixs. viijd. payd owte
for pencons synodals and
procurations x/i. xviijs. iiijd.
and in other rents ferms and
iraproperacons Ixxiiijfi. ijs.
vijd.

XX

iiij iij?i. xs, vjd.

The

Mon as tre

G A R A D O N

of

whight

monks of the order of
Cisterciens dedicated
to the honor of God
and our blessed lady
His mother.
clix. xix. x.

q-

The Monastery of XX
GRACEDEWE Whyght iiij viijji, viijs. xid. q. wherof
Nonnes of the order the demeanes with landes perof Seynt Austen the teyning to the Graung of
Bys<hopp, of that re- Merett with ye tenths of the
lygyon no more with same in the handes of the
yn Englande as hit Prioress at xiij/z. viiis. jd. ob.
and the other rents and fermes
ys informed us.
XX

XX

iiy xii/i. iijs. ixd. oh.

with the appropryacons iiij
iiijjt. ixd. ob. q.

The Priorie of LANGLET Blake Nunes of
Sent Benetts rule (Be
nedictine Nuns) declycate to the honer of
God and His blessed
mother our Lady.
xxix/i. vijs. iiijd. ob.

xl/t. viijs. xirf. wherof the
demeanes with j water myll
besids xxjs. vjd. payd oute
of the seyd demeans yerely
vjZi. iijs. xd. ob. and in other
rents and ffermes with the
improperacons and pencons
xxxiiijtf. vs. ob.

XX

XX

iiij xijK. xiiijd. the
hous in good convenyent repayre for an
olde bouse.

c
iiij. iix acres all woods of c
c
yers growe and uppward iivij

Ixvi. xjs. as may
appere by the perti
clers remaynyng with
comyssioners.

Null.

XX

acres in woods of iiij yrs growe
and uppward xxx acres in
woods of 1 yers growe and
uppwarde. clxx acres in woods of xxx yers growe xii; acres and in woods
of i yers growe x ac res all wbiche woods by estyma :on wourth xxiii/i. in
the price of other woods growyng apon the deme ans ther be wourth
cccxlv/i. and hath co mon in the fforests of Charnewoo i whiche is xx myels
aboute or more with all maner of catell withowte nomb re.

c
iij IxxWi. xis. iijd.
wherof on debts ow
ynge to the howse
xxviij/i. and in other
goods and catells with
the corn nott severed
c
iij xxvij/i. xjs. iijd.

XX

ciiij xvi acres thre rodes wher
of in woodee of the age of c
XX

yng-

yerys and upward e iiijix acres
of Hi yerys and upwards Ivj
above 1 yerys growe xv acres
wodes above xxx yerys growe xv acres wuodr-s and on y Dng spryngs of vij yerys
growe and under xx*i icres iij rodes the value wherof b y estymacon ys clxxix/i.
comens aftur the rat of ther demeanys and growinge as o her tenements buth and
coraens in the fforest o: Charnewoode with all maner of cattell without number
forests and parks non.

cv. viij. v. with the
corne not severed
debts owyng to the
howse non.

cxv acres wherof in wodds of
xij yeres age and under xxix
acres wodds of xxx yeres age
xi acres of wodds of Ix yeres
age and upwarde xiiij acres

xixlt xvs. as may ap
pere by a bok of per
ticlers therof made
and remaynyng.

Null.

XX

wodds of iiij yera grow e and upwardes xj acres di and
in wodds of c yeres gro *e and npwardes xx acres wittch
XX

wodds be worth by e stymacon iiijxvi/i. xiiijs. iiijd.
comons after the rate of the demeaues as other tenaunts
hath, parks and fforest i none.

+ A similar testimony is given by Gifford, a commissioner to the Monastery of Wolstrope, in Lincolnshire, 11 No one religious person there but that he can and doth nse either embrothering, writing books with very fair hand,
making their own garments, painting or graving."—Collier Ecc. Hiit. v. p. 3.
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The REV. J. H. HILL laid upon the table a series of engravings
of churches, &c., in the county of Rutland, including an ancient*
bird's eye view of Exton Park from Horn Lodge, near to which the
last battle between the rival Houses of York and Lancaster was
fought.
MR. NOKTH showed a drawing made by Mr. Fletcher, of Belvoir
Castle, of the cover of a stone coffin found in taking down the
south wall of Knipton Church. It has covered a small coffin, being
only 2ft. 6iu. in length, by 1ft. 4in. wide at the head, and one foot
at the feet. Upon the surface appears a fine foliated star-shaped
cross of eight members carried by a shaft resting upon a Calvary.
It is the work of the middle of the fourteenth century.
ME. JOHN HUNT, of Thurnby, exhibited two fine photographs
of the ancient church of Thurnby, in this county, now being taken
down; also a series of his own sketches of various details, archi
tectural and ecclesiological, in connection with the same building,
the whole accompanied by some interesting notes upon the edifice,
which Mr. Hunt promised to produce at a future meeting in a more
regular form.
The REV. MACKENZIE E. C. WALCOTT, B.D., F.S.A., Precentor
and Prebendary of Chichester, contributed the following Paper
on the

CHANTRIES OF LEICESTERSHIRE, AND THE
INVENTORY OF OLVESTON.
IT is an unfortunate circumstance that no Inventories of Church
Goods for Leicestershire occur in the Public Record Office, a fate
which has befallen also the Returns from Somerset and Sussex.
Nichols has collected such lists as fell in his way, and printed the
Inventories, or rather Sale Catalogues, of four religious houses; one
of these—Olveston—which he has published, with many imperfec
tions and omissions, I reproduce, with the various marginal notes,
giving the names of the purchasers and the difference between the
valuation and the actual sums paid.
There are some interesting facts connected with the history of
Chantry Priests or Stipendiaries. They not only celebrated found
ers' masses, but also assisted in divine service, (occupying the stalls
still found in parochial chancels at the Hours,) and in some instances
in the cure of souls, as we find that the Vicar of St. Martin's, so
poor as to be unable to maintain a vicar or curate, was wholly
dependent on their co-operation. In another parish we find one
acting as schoolmaster.
There are two sets of certificates, and both the respective forms
are given. The meagre extract from the Treasurer's Roll at the
time of the Dissolution is the only unpublished fragment now
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extant with regard to the rich ornaments of the Minsters of Olveston
•and Kirkby Bellers.
......John [Longland] Bysshopp of Lincoln,* Rycharde [Sampson]
Bysshopp of Coventre of (sic) Lycheffylde,t Sir Kychard Manners \
Knyght, Sir Richard Cattesby, Knyght, Wyllyam Lee, Esquyre,
John Beaumont, esquyer, Wyllyam Ryggs, and Clement Throckmorton, Gentelmen, comyssyoners of our Sovereigne lorde the kynge
in the countie aforeseyde, of and for the surveye of chauntryes,
hospytalls, collegs, ffrechapels, ffraternyties, brothereds, gilds, and
stipendary prests, wythyn the seyde countye, by vertu of the Kyngs
Maae comyssyon to them, dyrected and dated the — day of——,
in the xxxvijth yere of or seyde most drede Sovereigne...... [Henry
VIII].

The Certificat of Sir Rycharde Manners Knyght, Sir Rycharde
Catysbye Knyght, Wyllyam Lee Esquyre, John Beaumont
Esquyre, Wyllyam Ryggs, and Clement Throkmorton gentylmen, comyssyoners of our Sovereygne lorde Henry the VHP1"...
[and for these surveys of] within the counteye aforeseyde dyvers
chauntryes, collegs, hospytalls, and fire chappells, by them not
surveyde, nor no inventoryes nyr rentalls thereof to be delyvered,
the consyderacons wherefore hereafter ys declared.
Cantaria B. Marie de Botisfford remanet clare per annum iiijZi.
xviijs. iiijd. ffounded by the auncetors of therle of Rutlande, for one
preste to syng masse and to seye other dyvyne servyce wythyn the
paresshe cnurche of Bottyfforthe, and to pray ffor the soules of the
seyd ffounders, also there hathe bene no lands solde sythen the
tyme before lymyted,§ etc.
Libera Capella de Bosworth. Ixxs. viijd. Mem. that one
Wyllyam Queneboroughe, of the age of Ixij yeres, ys chapplyn
there, whyche hathe no other wags but only the profytts of the
same tythes, and ys in the gyfte of My lorde marquyes Dorset.
Cantaria S Petri de Botesford remanet clare per annum cs. vijd.
ffounded by John Codyngton and John Woodlande preste for one
preste to syng messe and other dyvyne servyce wythyn the parishe
churche of Botysforde and to pray ffor the ffounders soules also
there hath been no lands or any possessons solde sythen the tyme
before lymyted and the inventory of the goods and ornaments
thereto belongyng hereafter dothe appere.
The Chauntry of Bowdon Magna. || The lorde Prevy Seale
claymethe the same Chauntry by vertu of the Kyngs Ma*7" 1'res
patents as he seythe but no patent shewed thereof before us the
Kyngs Ma*3™ Comyssyoners.
Cantaria de Castell Donyngton in super plus ijs. xjd. ffounded
f Translated from Chichester, Feb. 19, 1542.
* Consecrated May 3, 1521.
§ Feb.
{ Son of Sir George Manners, Lord Roos, died 1550. (Nichols, II., 45.)
|| It is at the east
4, 27 Henry VIII. (North's Chronicle of St. Martin's, 232.)
end of the south aisle, and lias been made into a vestry. (Nichols, II., 475.)
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by Harrold Staunton* to thentent to ffynde one preste as well to
syng Dyvyne Servyce in a chappel of our Ladye within the paroche
churche there and to pray ffor the ffounders soule as for to teche a
gramar scole there ffor the erudycyon of pore scolers within a scole
house ffounded by the seyde Harolde within the seyde towne of
Donyngton there hath bene no etc.
Hospital S" Johannis Baptiste Castle in Dynyngion valet. Ixs.,
ffoundedt to ffynde and sustyne certayne pore men, howbeyt there
be none there resydent at the presens, and a inventory of the
goods and ornaments to this same belonging hereafter dothe appere.
The Chauntrye of Croxton yt dothe appere by the boke of the
ffyrste fruts and tenths that there sholde be a chauntrye there notwithstandyng there was never chauntrye there, that we coulde lerne,
unless there were any withen the late Abbey of Croxton, whiche the
late Erie of Rutlande had by the Kyngs Maty" 1'res patens, ut dicitur.
The Chauntry of Huncote M Humffrey Stafforde esquyre paythe
the chauntrye preste hys yerely stypende, but, as we be enformed,
the chauntrye preste there hathe lands belongyng to hys chauntrye,
ffor he hathe bothe receyvyd rents, and also soldo woods growyng
upon the same lands to hys owne use, wythyn these vi yeres,
whyche seyde lands the same humffrey Stafforde nowe occupythe
and kepythe by what ryght or tytle we knowe not
Cantaria de Loughboroughe remanet clare per ann. Ixxvjs. viijrf.,
ffounded by Thos. Barton ffor one preste to celebrate dyvyne servyce
withen the pareshe churche of Loughboroughe aforeseyde, & to
praye ffor the ffounders soules, & the seyde some hathe bene voyde
syns the ffeste of Saynt John Baptiste in the xxxvj yere of the
reigne of our Soveregne lorde Kyng Henry the VIIIth, and no
preste nowe there resydent, & there is nother plate, goods, nor
ornaments to the same belongyng; also there be MD houselyng
people within the same towne
Gilda de Lutterworihe remanet clare per ann. xliijs. xd. ffounded
by Edmund Meeryall to ffynd one preste caulyd a yelde prest, to
celebrate Dyvyne Servyce within a parisshe church of Lutterworth,
& to praye for the soules of the seyd ffounders, & the seyde rome
is voyde, and no prest there doth nowe resyde, & nor ther ys no
plate, jewells, or any other ornaments to the same belonging.
Capella de Nolsey J remanet clare per annum xiH. viijs. ~vd.,
Mem. that one Dennys Morysonys rector of the seyde chappell, &
there was one Eoger Mortyvall § some tyme Archdeacon of Leic.,
« He had a license with Thomas Heselrigge in 1509 to found thia chantry.
(Nichols1 Leic., 780.)
t Founded by John Lacy Earl and Constable of Chester in the reign of Henry II.
(Nichols' Leic., III. 780.)
{ It was in a chapel of the Manor-house, dedicated in honour of the Ascension
and the Assumption. (Tanner, 215.)
§ Roger Mortyva), Archdeacon of Leicester, Jan. 16, 1294; Dean of Lincoln,
1310: Bishop of Salisbury, 1315.
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whiche bylded the seyd chappell, & gave certayne lands & ten'ts
unto the same, as before ys resyted to thentente to ffynde ij
stypendary prests & ij clarks there, besyds the sayde rector to
serve the great cure, & to praye ffor the flounders solles, and to
kepe hospytallyte there, as yn the seyd ffoundacyon it dothe appere,
& the seyd rector is person there, and hathe bene accustomed to
be master of the same chapell by cause yt ys annexed to the
same parsonage, which ys of the yerely valewe of -xli., and is
reservyd to the seyd person ffor servyng the cure there, & not
within the seyde valewe mentyoned, & the seyde chapell is dystaunte from the parishe one myle, & there is withen the same
parishe cccc houselyng peaple, also there hathe bene no etc also
the same promocyons bene nowe ffull and none voyde, & the
mancyon house where in the seyd prests dothe inhabyte ys worthe
to be lett by yere xls., & not above valued.
Cantaria de Quaryndon * infra parochiam de Barrowe remanet
clare per annum iiijii. iiijs. ixd., ffounded by Thomas Ffarneham
ffor one preste to syng messe wythyn the chapell of Quarendon,
and to celebrate all sacraments and sacrament alls wythyn the
same Chappell, whyche ys in a hamlett cauled Quaryndon, beying
wythyn the parysshe of Barowe aforeseyde, & a myle dystaunt from
the parysshe churche, also the same hamlett ys a thoroughefare,
& many people dwellyng therein, and betweene the same & the
parysshe church runnythe a water caulyd Soare dyvers tymes in
the yere so bye, that the parysshyoners of the seyd hamlett can
have no passage to there seyd parysshe churche, withowt greate
jopardye and in perill of there lyffe, also there hath been no etc.
Cantaria de Quenebrough remanet clare per'annum iiijii. xiiijs.,
ffounded by Eobert Bryde t sometime Viker there, for one preste
to syng messe at Saynt Nicholas altar wythyn the same parysshe
churche of Queneboroughe, and to pray ffor the ffounders soules,
which sayd chauntrys in the kyngs gifte, and there hath been no
lands, etc.
Cantaria de Swynfford remanet clare per annum viijZi. xjs. viijd.,
ffounded by Nicholas Cockley for one preste to syng messe and
other dyvyne servyce wythyu the parysshe churche of Swynfforde,
and to praye ffer the soules of the same ffounders, and the gyfte
thereof ys in the Kyngs Maiestys hands, as in the ryght of the
late monastery of Leic. and there hath bene no etc.
Cantaria de Sapcote remanet clare per ann. xviii. xs. \d. ffounded
by Raffe Bassett Knyght t to thentente to ffynde ij prests to syng
Dyvyne Servyce within a chapell of our Lady beyng in the seyd
* In 1328 Sir John Homelyn founded a Chantry in St. Petei's Chapel, Q.uorndon.
—Nicliols' Leic., III. 105.
t In the early part of the 14th century. (Nichols' Leic., III. 378.)
t Ralph Lord Bassett in 13(12. The cliantry became a college in 1376 for a
warden and two priests : it was situated ou the north side of the church. (Nichols'
Leic., IV. 907.)
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parisshe churche, and to praye ffor the flounders soules, and there
hath bene no etc.
Cantaria de Statherne remanet clare per annum iiijK. xijs.
ffounded by Eycharde Bonard Preste for one preste to sing Messe
ffor ever within the parishe churche of Statherne, and to praye for
the flounders soules, there hath be no lands nor tents solde or by any
meanes misusshed scythens the tyme before lymyted and the inven
tory of the goods and ornaments therto belonging hereafter doth appere.
The Chauntry of Stockerston. The seyde chauntry was dyssolvyd
by one Thomas Waldron abowte xii or xiij yeres paste, and the
seyde Thomas Waldron and hys heyres hathe takyn proffytt syns
that tyme by thenformeacyon of Sir Wylliam Drewrey and Sir
John Constable Knyghts.
Cantaria de Stretton* Bounded by Robert Heyryck, some tyme
bysshoppe of Chester,t for one preste to synge messe and other
dyvyne servyce wythyn a chappell caulyd the Chauntry of Saynt
Gyles, beynge dystaunt from the parysshe church one quarter of a
myle, and having no lands nor etc.
Cantaria de Syeston remanet clare per annum Ixiiij*. ijd.
Sounded by Wyllyam Grendall preste, flbr one preste to syng
messe and other dyvyne servyce wythyn a chappell of our Lady
in the seyd paryshe churche of Syston, and there hath bene no
parcel! of the seyde lands solde etc.
The Ffre Chapell of Wymonsham. Hunt holdythe and occupythe all the lands and tents to the same belongyng, as he seythe,
paying to the chauntry preste yerely id.
Collegium B Marie juxta Castrum Leicestr' ffounded by Robert f
erle of Leic', ffor the ffyndyng of viii preste for ever to syng messe
and prae ffor the soules of the seyd flounders wythyn the paroche
churche of our Lady, howe be yt there be at these presens but vij
of the seyde prests nowe resident there, so that there ys one rowme
voyde and there be withen the same paresshe D houselyng peaple,
and there ys a mancyon house ffor all the seyde prests whiche ys
before valued, also the seyde college Churche ys wythyn the paresshe
churche of our Lady, where there ys a vyker indowed and hathe a
pencyon of the Kyngs Matie of viijZi. a yere by reason of the
dyssolucyon of the late Monastery of Leic., and hathe no other
profytts, but only hys mancon house and a lyttle garden set upon
the weste parte of the seyde college nexte to Gunedyke, and also
there hathe bene no etc.
Collegium Novi Operis in villa Leic.§ remanet clare xiiijZi. xxiijd.
* The chantry was situated at a, short distance from the church. (Nichols1
Leic., II. 579.)
t The Bishops of Lichfield were sometimes called Bishops of Chester. There was
no bishop however who bore the name of Heyrick.
\ A.D. 1107, as the College of St. Mary the Less in the Castle.
§ Founded by Henry Earl of Leicester and Lancaster in 1330, in honour of the
Annunciation of S. Mary, and augmented by his son Henry, Duke of Lancaster, so
that c. 1355, it became the College of Newark, and was further endowed by John of
Gaunt. (Tanner, 246.)
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ob ij. The seyde College was Bounded by Harry sometyme Erie
of Lane, and Harry hys sonne and beyre sometyme duk of Lane,
in tbe honor of almygtye God and the annuncyacyon of our Lady
the hedd of the same College to be named a deane and the number
of xij prebendaryes, xiij vikers chorall, iij clarks, vj querysters, A
a vyrger the same to be also porter, and to serve almyghtye God in
the quyer, and in the bede house cawled the almous house,* to have
number of one hundrethe men and wemen, of the whyche number
of one c the thyrde parte to be wemen only & no mo, & also x
other wemen to be kepers weshers of the seyde hundrethe, as in
the Statuts of the seyde Colleg more at large yt dothe appere.
Cantaria dom Marrye Harvye infra predictam ecclesiam Novi
Opens, cvjs. viijd. for one prest.
t
Cantaria Will. Wixton^ pro ij capellanis celebrant' infra
Ecclesiam Collegia? Novi Opens Leic'. xiiijtt.
Cantaria vocat' Beddell's Chauntry. iiijli. \js. viijd. for one
prieste.
Cantaria vocat' Elvett's Chauntry cvjs. viijd. for one prieste.
Cantaria vocat' John a Gaunte Chauntrye I pro ij capellanis
celebran'. infra Eccles. Colleg. novi Opens xiijZi. vjs. viijrf.
The Survey of all the houses belongyng to tbe seyd College of
Leicester scituate and beying within the walls and precyncte of the
same :—
The Deanes § house with a garden there and an orchard valued by
yere, xls.
THE CANONS HOUSES.
Sir Eobert Paget with a garden by yere .................. xxvjs. viijd.
Sir Nycholas Bradshawes „
.................. xxvis. viijd.
Sir Antony Skevyngton
,,
Sir Wyllyam Weston
„
Sir Kycharde Bawdwyn
,,
Sir Rychard Fowler
,,
Sir Christopher Marshall ,,
Sir John Vyncen
„
Sir John Leigh
,,
Sir Gabryell Raynes
,,
Sir Edward Burton
,,
Sir Wylliam Byllott
THE CHAUNTKY HOUSES.
The mancyon bowse of Duke John a Gaunt, do. Wigson's, do.
* Leland mentions "a large almesse home within the quadrants of the area of
the College (Itin. I. 17), the church exceedyng fair, St. Mary's Chapelle on the southe
side of the Quire, a cloister, the stately walls and gates, and the very pretty houses
of the prebendaries."
+ A Prebendary of the xiiith. stall, and made the free Grammar Schole. (Leland,
I. 17.) It was dedicated to SS. Mary, Ursula, and Katharine, and stood between two
of the nave pillars on the north side. (Nicliols, I. 234.) He had the stall 1513-34.
} It was on the north side of the choir, opposite his grave. (Thompson's Leic., 277.)
§ Robert Bourns installed 1522.
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Ewett's and Harvy's each xs. A. certen lodgyng betwene the Yates*
xxs. the lodgyng between the churche and the greate steple by yere
vs. Summa Ivs. Sum. Totales xxK. xvs.
Cantaria Corporis Christi infra villam Leic. remanet clare per
ann. viijZi. xiiijs. vijd. ffounded by Will. Humberston t and John
Eve the younger} under the lycens of Kyng E. the iijde, to
thentent to ffynde xxiiij § prests to celebrate dyvyne servyce within
the paresshe churche of Saynt Marten in Leic'., and to pray ffor the
flounders soules in whiche paresshe ys D houselyng peaple or above,
and no mo prests but only the Viker, whose stypende or lyvying ys
so sore decayed that he ys not able to ffynde any other preste to
serve there, so that withowte the helpe of the seyde chauntrye
preste, many of the seyd paryssyoners in tyme of sycknesse shalbe
lyke to perishe withowte the ryghts of the churche, ajso the churchewardens with a leven other honeste men of the seyde paresshe hathe
the presentacyon and electyon of the same, and at the present tyme
there are but ij of the seyde iiijor prests nowe syngyng, ffor that the
rents of the same ar so ffar in decaye and lesse of rent then thay
have here to fibre bene, and that there be no etc.
Gilda Sce- Margarette\\ remanet clare per ann. vjii. xviijs. xd.
ffounded by Kyng Rycharde the Seconde incorperate in the name
of ij custos or masters of the same gelde and to thentent to ffynde
ij prestes to celebrate Dyvyne Servyce within the seyde churche of
Saynt Margrett and to praye ffor the flounders solles and there
hath bene no etc.
Hospitals Sce- Ursule ex ffoundacone Witt Wigston IT in cimiterio
Sce- Martin's infra villam Leic., remanet clare per ann. Is. vijd.,
ffounded by Wyll. "Wygston the yonger, under the lycens of our
sovereigne lorde the Kyng that nowe ies, to thentent to ffynde one
warden iii prests and xx"j** pore peopple contynually to pray ffor
the state of the seyde Kynge and ffor the flounders of the same
within the seyde hospytall, where of one of the seyd Jfj (sic) prests
to syng dyvyne servyce within the paresshe churche of Saynte
Martyne there for certayne yeres not yet ffynyshed, and, after these
yeres expyred, to celebrate within the same hospytall, yf the
revennewes and profytts of the same wolde suffyce, which seyde
warden and prests with the pore men be all there resydent in good
order and estate accordyng to there ffoundacyon, and there hath
bene no etc.
* The Gates.
t Major in 1390. His augmentation took place two years
later. (Thompson's Leic., 149.)
} This foundation is given by Mr. North in his Chronicle of St. Martin's p. 188,
and bears date Aug. 19,1349. The document is printed pp. 331-2.
§ A mistake for iiijor.
|| Mr. North states this to have been the Guild of S3. Margaret and Catherine in
St. Margaret's Church, (Chron. 179.)
IT Master of the Staple. Mayor of Leicester 1510-11. (Thompson's Leic., 479.)
The foundation took place in 1512.
** An error for xxiiij0*.
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Augmentation Books, 404, fo. cccli.:—The goods remaynyng
unsold by the Kyngs Commyssioners in the Countie of Leicester
ffor the survey and dissolucon of certyn religios houses ther dis
solved by acte of Parliament at the tyme of the dissolucon of the
religios houses in the same shyer.
Olveston. Ornaments of the Churche.
A coope of variable color wh. ys usyd sum tyme ffor the Masse
of requyem xiiis. iiijd. ij chaunter's coopes of sylke of dyvers colors
to the vestment of braunched dammaske with sylver leaves xiijs. ijd.
coopes styched or called the preste copes xs. a vestment styches
paynted & a vestment for deacon and subdeacon the the (sicj same
iijs. iiijd. chaunters copes of bord Alexander xiijs. iiijd. summa lijs.
viijd. [Kem. vendit' Johanni Broderton anno xxxmo H. VIII. inter
alia pro Ixvjs. viijd. in gross'.] Vestments for Sondays & fferiall
Bests. A cope with deacon & subdeacon old cs. [vendit' per Gerardum Crofte clercium Johanni Turbyll de Byllesden pro Ixvjs. viijd. et
sol. rec. A° xxix° R. H. viij per bill' rem.] a vestment with deacon
& subdeacon off bord Alexander vis. viijd. ij. vestments ffor fferiall
ffests of bawdkyn which ys used at ther chapter masse vjs. vjd. ij
vestments and.ij. albes with stoles & ffronts ffor fferiall masses and
hygh masses bord Alexander iiijs. a vestment of whyte ffustyan ffor
Lent ye crosse of sylke xvjd. a vestment ffor the commemmoracon
off owr Lady & Seynt Andrews vs. a Requyem vestment ffor loo
ffests of blake saye. xxd. [Rem. deliberantur Johanni Broderton
per Thomam Harper per anno xxxmo H. VIDE, inter alia pro Ixvjs.
viijd.] Summa vjii. vs. ijd.
Ornaments ffor the hygh auter. ij lynyn clothes ffor the same
auter xxd. ij. auter clothes with a ffronttlete ffor doble ffests xvjd.
[vendit' per Gerrard Croft Cleric'. A°. xxix R8. H. Vm.] Summa
iijs. ii Tappetts paynted belongyng to a grene clothe ij. auter clothes
with a ffruntlett. ijs. [on autercloth dyaper vendit' a°. xxx°- per
Thomam Harper pro viijd. et rem. xvjd. vendit' prefato Broderton
infra summam Ixvjs. viijd.] a paynted clothe to hange before the
hygh auter ijd. [deff'. et spoliat' A° xxx°]. a chyme stondyng in the
Sexton's chamber of v Belles, iijs. iiijd. [vendit per Tho. H. a°. xxx
pro ijs. viijd. def. in precio viijd.] ij other paynted auter clothes ffor
our lady's auter xvjd. (vend'. a° xxx° per Tho. H. pro viijd. deff'
in precio viijd.] iij corporas ca(ses) whych are wrytten to the hygh
auter used at doble ffests longyng to the seyd Lady's auter xiid.
[vendit' pref. Broderton a°. xxx. etc.] ij auter clothes uppon the
a......a clothe of whyte ffustyan......our ladyes auter in Lent......on
other of wh...ij whyte vestment......a lampe of... [vendit. Thome
Breknell a°. xxx°. per Tho. H.]. (A whole leaf nearly is wanting.)
candelstyke with v lyghts longing to the......vjs. viijd......hangyng
before the rodde vjd. [vendit' Broderton etc] ......the pavement xs
......(another gap occurs.)
Necessaries in the Revestrey
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iij grett coffers to ley ornaments in iijs. iijjd. [vendit a°. xxx°.
per T. H. pro ijs. def in precio vjd.] on long ambre ffor the copes
& ij fformes xxs. [geven to Ser Gerrerd Croft prist for his labor iijs.]
ij bords in the Utter Revestrey with ambres in them to ley in vest
ments iiijs. a bord joned iiijd. a fforme & stoles there iiijd. a table
paynted iiijd. an old yron candelstyke the abbots Crossyrrs Staffe
of wood with the bed ameled and gylded xijd. [vjs. jd. vend, per
Thos. H. a° xxx°. pro iijs. vjd. def. in precio ijs. vijd.] iiij candlestyks [erased] cushyns xvjd. a clothe longyng to the Chaunter Stole
iijd. [xixd. deff' and spoliat') too stales of yron and ledder ijs.
(Gerrard Crofte] a blacke clothe of ij yards long ijd. a paschall jd.
ij candelstyks of wood to sett tapers in jd. a lampe tyed in the
revestrey ijs. (rem).
The Quyer
the auter stone of fre stone iijs. iiijd. a table of alabaster of the
Trynyte Ixs. ij imags on of Seynt Andrew and on of Seynt Peter
with ffeyre taburnacles of wood xls. tombe of marble xls. a tumbe
of alabaster in the wall xxs. [vend. a°. xxx° per Thos. H] marble
gravestones xxs. the pavyng of ffrestone in the quyer xxs. (vendit.
per Tho H.) xi wyndowes glased Iiijs. iiijd. [vend". a° xxx°. per Tho
H. pro xls. iijjd. def. in precio xiijs.] the glasse in the steple
wyndowes wher the bells hang xs. [vend. a°. xxx° per Tho. H. pro
xs. infra summam xijZi. Brykenell] ij Tappetts ffor the hygh auter
end ijd. [def. x spoliat. a° xxx°) [an auter cloth off dyaper with a
frynge x] a clothe of Seynt John & Seynt Michell paynted to hang
before the same auter ijs. [vend' a° xxx° per Thorn. Harper pro xiid.
def. xjd.] ij lynnen clothes to the same auter xxd. [vend1 per Gerrard
Croft Cleric' a°- xxix. H. VIII.) a clothe of Seynt Andrewe in the
mydes to hang before the auter of duble ffests iiijd. [vendit.
Broderton inter alia a°. xxx° H. "VTIL infra summam Ixvjs viijd.]
[ij auter clothes with a ffrontlett for duble fests xvjs.] ij auter clothes
paynted of the xij apostles longyng to the same hygh auter [vendit.
a° xxx per T. H.] a auter clothe of dyaper longyng to the redde
velvett auter clothe fforseyd iiijs. (vendit' a° xxx per Tho. Harper
xiiijd. et deff' in precio ijs. xd]. a clothe of whyt sylke to hang
before the hygh auter table [paynted with flowers] xijd. [sold
a°. xxx by Tho. Harper for iiijd. def. in precio viijd.] iijd. dyaper
towells longyng to the same hygh aulter & ij of lynnen xijd. ij
lynnen to hang at the nether end above the same auter iiijd. [vendit.
Broderton inter alia a° xxx°. infra summam Ixvjs. viijd.] ij crosse
clothes to hang afore the crosse viijd. [vendit' a° xxx°. per T. H.]
vj clothes of dyvers colors to hold the patent of the subdean xijd.
ij. paxes longyng to the same hygh auter with ij pycturs of Marie
& Joseph uppon a small table iiijd. [vendit' prefato Broderton
a°. xxx°. infra summam Ixvjs. viijd.] pyllowwes to the same auter ij
of blewe velvett brodered ij of grene sylke iiij of tawny sylke
brodered iij others of dyvers colors sylke iijs. a boxe of balme & on
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other lytle boxe covered wyth sylke iiijd. an old clothe which
coverythe Bartholomew Broxby tome vjd. [vendit' inter alia etc.]
Summa xviijs. xd.
Ornaments ffor our Ladyes Auter. A paynted clothe with the
pycture of owr Lady and ij angells to hang befor the same auter
xxd. [vendit. a° xxx°. per T. H.] and clothe [Clooke] with other
necessaries thereto belonging standyng in the fforseyd rood lofte xs.
(rem).
Summa, xiijK. vjs. viijcf.
xxvi. Settles of oke and waynscote well mad and costeley and
now worthe lytle xxs. [vendit. per Gerard. Cleric'. a° xxix. —xxs.]
The Body of the Churche before the Hood, in the space before the
Quere dore the pavying tyle xxxs. ij windowes yn the south He
glassed Jy fotez glasse olde xxiia. iiijd. in the body of the Churche a
lampe ijs.
Summa xlvs. iijd.
Summa remanet in Olveston xxxviiiii. xviij*. iiijd.
From the Treasurer's Account, Augmentation Office.
De ccclxxiZi. xijs. di. q.per eundem Thesaurarium rec. de Georgio
Gyfford receptore particulare Com Northt. Warr Leicestr. et Kutland
de precio nonnull, Jocalium Anglice Plate de Argento deaurato,
parcell' deaurat' et argento albo una cum le garnesshinge cert' reliquarum et al' ornament' Ecclie de consil' argent' de aurat' parcell
de aurat' et albo juxta rat' predict' pervenien' de bonis divers'
monasteriorum in eisdem com. per dictum tempus hujus Computi
suppress' et dissolut' prout in libro dicti Thes'. ac in quadam
declarac' per Eob. Burgon nunc Audit' dom' Regis ibidem facta
super hujus comput' restitut' examinat' et probat' apparet. De
IxxvZi. xviijs. de precio xxxvj oz. auri puri provenient' tarn de
unius pecii auri (xix oz di] ad ornandum Altare parcell' bonorum
nuper monasterii de Kirkeby Bellers. De cvis. viijd. tarn de precio
unius le Sewte vestimentorum de le purple velvet cum tribus Capis
eidem pertinentibus et unius le ryche orphryn ac unius le sewte de
crymsyn velvett cum iij capis eidem pertinentibus et unius le ryche
orphryn eidem spectantem parcell' bonorum nuper monasterii de
Ulston per eundem Thesaurarium de prefato Georgio Gyfforde rec'.
April 24 28 Hen. VTH.
*y.* I have forborne to add any glossarial or antiquarian illustra
tions, as they would have been drawn from my Sacred Archeology.

May 30th, 1870.
THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.
The following gentlemen were elected members:—The Rev. T.
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Henry Jones, M.A., Mr. Joseph Arnall, Leicester; Mr. W.
Maxfield, Leicester; Captain Pearson, South Kilworth; Mr.
Montague South, Leicester.
The CHAIRMAN and MR. BELLAIES each exhibited coins.
MR. HUNT exhibited drawings of ancient incised stones found
built up in the Norman portion of the walls of Thurnby Church,
in this county.
The REV. J. H. HILL laid upon the table the following Paper
on the family of Bassett, with pedigrees of the Bassetts of Sapcote,
Weldon, Drayton, &c.
THE BASSET FAMILY.
THE Bassets, Lords of Drayton in Staffordshire, derived their
descent from one Thurstane who held five hides of land in Drayton
at the time of the Conqueror's Survey, and who bore for his arms,
three Bars unde, Gules. He was the father of Ealph Basset,
who was raised from a humble position by Henry I, King of
England, and was favoured by that monarch with large possessions,
and made superior to Earls and other illustrious subjects. That he
was of inferior extraction, seems however, rather to enhance than
diminish his merits, when it is considered how much respect was
paid in that age to nobility of birth. (Ord. Vit. 805—13.)
He held the office of Justice of England, the authority annexed
to which was then so great that the Justiciar presided in whatever
Court he pleased for the administration of Justice. (Ord. Vit. 629.)
He had three sons, the eldest was Geoffrey Ridel, whose son re
sumed the surname of Basset, and whose posterity were Lords of
Weldon, who bore for their arms, Paly of six Gules and Or, within
a bordure Azure, bezante; the younger was William Basset,
ancestor of the Bassets of Sapcote, Leicestershire ; Cheadle and
Blore, Staffordshire; Langley, Derbyshire, and Rushton and
Haddon, Northamptonshire. The Basset of Sapcote family, bore
for their arms, three piles Gules, and Or.
Ralph Basset aforesaid, was possessed of Colston in Notts., and
gave the Abbey of Eynsham in Oxon. for the support of an
additional monk in that convent, a carucate of land in Kinalton
(Notts.), parcel of his manor of Colston Basset in that neighbour
hood, with ten oxen, and having designed to end his days as a
monk in the Abbey of Abingdon, was taken ill at Northampton
before he commenced the execution of that plan; he called for the
habit of a monk to be placed upon him, and died soon afterwards;
and was buried in the Chapterhouse at Abingdon, to which
monastery he sent a considerable sum of money when he was
dying, and gave four hides of land in Chidelsworth. (Dugdale Reg.
de Abingdon in Bib. Cotton.)
Richard Basset, son and heir, held the office of Justice of

26

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

England, after his father, in the latter part of the reign of Henry I,
and during the whole of Stephen's reign, and being very wealthy,
he built a strong castle upon his inheritance at Mosterol in
Normandy. (Ord. Vit. 905.) He served the office of Sheriff with
Alberic de Vere, for the Counties of Leicester and Northampton,
in the 5th year of King Stephen, and in the same year he gave
£40. to the King for the custody of the lands of Geoffrey Ridel,
Nicholas bis brother being dead; and he gave two hundred marks
and six light horse for the livery of lands which Nicholas held of
the King in capite. (Rot. Pip. 5. Stephen). He married Matilda,
the only daughter and heir of Geoffrey Ridel, by Geva his wife,
daughter of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester. This Richard Basset,
and Matilda his wife, founded the Priory of Launde in Leicester
shire, and endowed it with the villages of Lodington, (in which the
Priory was founded) and Frisby with their churches in this county,
and the churches of Weldon, Weston, Welham, Pitesle, Esseby,
Warleie, Kettleby, Oadby, Coleston, Adersage, Stonton, Thatcham,
Patingham, Widerley, and Walshull, which foundation and en
dowment were confirmed by King Henry I., in the time of William,
Archbishop of Canterbury, High Sheriff of Leicester, and others,
between 1123 and 1125. (Monast. Anglic. 11. 90.) They also
gave to the Canons of Launde, the churches of Holt and Brinton,
the church of Ernhall, half of Grimstone with the church, Salterford, Fleckney, and Peatling; eleven bovates of land in Dalby, five
virgates of land in Norton, one carucate in Holwell, and one in
Walcote and Upetun. (Mon. Ang.)
Geoffrey Ridell, son of Richard Basset and Matilda, in the
twelfth year of King Henry II., made a return unto the King of
the Knights fees of the Barony, in which it was stated that Richard
Basset, his father, held at the death of King Henry I, 184 carucates of land, and one virgate, for fifteen Knights' fees; that the
wife of Ralph Basset, held eight carucates in dower in Ragdale and
Willowes, and that Ralph Basset held of him seven and a half
carucates of land in Dunton Bassett; that he had twenty-four
carucates in Weston by Welland and Weldon, and that the afore
said Ralph held Colston, which was of the honor of Wallingford,
for the service of one Knight. In 1177, Geoffrey was nearly fined
for trespasses committed in the King's forest of Rockingham, near
Weldon. He had two wives, by the first of whom he had a son
Richard, who resumed the name of Basset, and by the second, Sybil,
sister of William Maudit he had two sons, Hugh Ridel of Wittering,
and Alan Basset of North Luffenham, Rutlandshire, and a daughter.
(Rot. 32. Hen. II.) Richard Basset, the eldest son, lived at Weldon,
and had a son Ralph Basset, whose posterity continued at Weldon in
the male line, until the time of King Henry IV., when the in
heritance of the family became divided between the heirs general.
But though the Bassets of Weldon, who were the eldest branch of

THE BASSET FAMILY.

27

the family held their lands of the King in capite by Barony, not
one of them appears upon record ever to have had summons to
Parliament amongst the Barons of the realm. (Test, de Nevill, 84).
Ralph Basset, younger son of Richard Basset and Matilda
Eidell, is mentioned in the Charter of Canwell Priory as one of
the heirs of Geva Ridell (6 and 1 Henry II., Rot. Pip.). He
was High Sheriff of Leicestershire and Warwickshire in 1163; his
younger brother, William Basset, served for him in 1164. He
died in 1165, when his widow held eight carucates of land in
Ragdale and Welles, under Geoffrey Ridell, her husband's brother
(Lib. Nig. in Scacc., f. 89, p. 210). This Ralph, in the time of
Hugh, Archdeacon of Leicester, about 1151, for the health of his
soul and Alice his wife, and of their sons, granted to God and the
Church of St. Giles, of Canwell, and the monks there, the Church
of Ragdale, with all the appurtenances, and the Church of Dunton,
and four virgates of land in his demesne in Dunton, and one virgate
there, which was given to them by Osbert, the Chaplain, and two
mills and the land of Stickeslea, etc.
Ralph Basset, son of the last named Ralph, in 1165 had seven
carucates and a half of land in Dunton Basset, of the Barony of
his uncle, Geoffrey Ridell, Lord of Welden (Lib. Nig. in Scacc.,
89, p. 210).
Ralph Basset, son of the last, in 1234 was summoned to send
a Knight to Portsmouth, prepared with horse and arms, to serve
the King under the Earl of Brittany (Rym. Feed. I. 331). He
held lands in Ragdale and Wylles, Dunton, Weston, Acthorpe,
Goadby, and Colston (Testa de Nevill War. et Leic.). In 1242,
after the breach of the truce between the Kings of England and
France, he was summoned by King Henry to attend him with
horse and arms for his support in the approaching conflict (Rym.
I. 405).
Ralph Bassett, son of the last, in the 42nd of Henry III., had
summons, with other great men of that age, to attend the King at
Chester, prepared with horse and arms, to oppose the incursions
of the Welsh (Claus. 32, Henry III.). In the 47th Henry HI.,
he appears to have entered into a treaty to serve Prince Edward
(Rym. Feed. I., 773). In the 48th Henry III., he was in arms
with Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, and the Barons, against
the King (Rot. Fin. 48 Hen. III.); arid in the next year, after
the success of the Barons at Lewes, he was appointed Governor of
the castles of Salop and Bruges, and was, on the 16th of Septem
ber of that year, prohibited by the King from attending the
tournament appointed by the Barons to be held at Dunstable (Pat.
49, Hen. HI., 101.), but fighting valiantly in the same cause at
Evesham, when the Barons were discomfited by Prince Edward, he
there lost his life; and the historian of that age tells us that
though Simon de Montfort, when he discovered the power and
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disposition of the army of the Prince with which he had to contend
on that memorable occasion, he recommended Kalph Basset and
Hugh le Despencer to save themselves by flight, that their services
might be reserved for better opportunity, they nobly disdained to
sacrifice their fame to the security of their persons, and resolved
to share the same fate of their heroic companion and leader.
Margaret, his widow, the daughter of Roger de Someri, Baron
of Dudley, humbly representing her sad condition to the King,
soon after the death of her husband had the lordship of Patyingham,
Staffordshire, Whatton, in Leicestershire, and Exton, in Rutland
shire, granted to her by the King during his pleasure, for her support
(Pat. 50, Hen. III., 46). She took the habit of religion,, previous
to which she enfeoffed her son, Ralph Basset, with the lands she
held of the King in capite. Ralph had summons (5 Edw. I.)
from the King to attend him at Worcester (Claus. 5 Edw. I.),
with horse and arms, to march against Llewellyn, son of Griffin,
Prince of Wales (Rot. Wal.,} and in 10 Edw. I., he was called to
provide horse and arms against the Welsh, and in llth Edward I.,
he was commanded to be at Shrewsbury, to consider the judgment
to be passed on David, son of Griffin, Prince of Wales, then a
captive (Rot. 11 Edw. I.). In the 22nd Edward I. he was sum
moned to Portsmouth, with horse and arms, to proceed into
Gascony (Rot. v. 380, 22 Edw. I.), and in 25th Edward I., he
was with the King in Flanders. He was called into Scotland 26th
Edward I. He was summoned to Parliament as a Baron by writ,
23rd Edward I. He had two wives, Helewise was the first, and
the second was Johanna, daughter of John de Grey, Justice of
Chester.
Ralph Basset, son and heir of the last Ralph, had a charter
for free warren in his Manor of Ragdale, Leicestershire, 29th
Edward I, and was in service of the King, in Scotland, in the
same year ; and in the 34th Edward I., attended the King in his
expedition against Scotland (Rot. Scot. 29, Edw. 1).
In the 10th Edward II., he was in the service of the King in
Scotland, in the retinue of John de Warren, Earl of Surrey (Rot.
Scot. 10, Edw. II.). In llth Edward II., he was made Governor
of Stafford Castle (Rot. Tin.). In 14th Edward II., he was made
Governor of Northampton Castle (/&.). In 15th Edward H., he
was joined in a commission with John de Someri, to seize the
Castle of Kenilworth, for the King, by reason of the forfeiture of
Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, and was appointed steward of all the
Castles and lands of Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, in the Counties
of Leicester, Stafford, and Derby. In the same year he was ap
pointed Seneschal of Gascony, and had a grant for his faithful
services of Buckby, Northants., late belonging to the Earl of Lan
caster (Dugdale de Scacc., Edw. II., Rot. 104). In the 16th
Edward II., he was a commissioner for degrading the Earl of
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Carlisle from his dignity of Knighthood, preparatory to his
execution, for corruptly betraying the English army to the Scottish
invaders (Pat. 16 Edw. II.). When Governor of Gascony, he
offended the King of France, by resenting and punishing the
insolence of the inhabitants of a town under his government,
belonging to the latter, whose houses he destroyed, killing some of
the rebels, for which he was summoned to the court of France,
and disobeying the command he was banished. He took refuge at
Monpesade and defended himself there, and although the King of
France demanded his surrender, King Edward refused to deliver
him up (Thos. de Wals., 1324). He was recalled from his Gover
norship, 17th Edward II., but was reappointed the next year, and
during his continuance there he was joined with Edmund, Earl of
Kent, in a commission to treat of a marriage between Prince
Edward and the daughter of the King of Arragon (Rot. Vase., 18
Edw. II.). In the 19th Edward II., he was appointed Constable
of Dover Castle and Warden of the Cinque Ports, and was that
same year commanded to array forces to oppose the attempts of
the Queen and Mortimer (Claus. 19; Edw. II.). In 1st Edward
HI., he was summoned to Newcastle on Tyne, prepared with horse
and arms, to march into Scotland against Robert Brus, and in 6th
Edward III., he joined in a commission for concluding a general
treaty with the Regent and great men of Scotland (Claus., Edw.

in.).

In 7th Edward III. he attended the King at the siege of Berwick,
and was one of the English Barons who sealed the treaty then
entered into with Patrick de Dunbar, Earl of March, etc. (Rot.
Scot. 7 Edw. HI.). In the 8th Edward III., he was appointed
Justice of North Wales during the King's pleasure (Pat. 8
Edw. in.). In the llth Edward III., he was one of the Com
missioners to explain to the county of Stafford the endeavours
which had been used by the King to avoid a war with France
(Claus. 11 Edw. HI.). He was called again to Newcastle upon
Tyne, with fifty men-at-arms, to repel the invasion of the country
by the Scots, and for the defence of the realm (Claus. 15 Edw. III.).
In the 16th Edward III., he was summoned to attend the King in
Brittany. Having been a benefactor to the Abbey of Launde, in
Leicestershire, which house was his ancestor's foundation, the
Canons thereof founded a perpetual Chauntry, for one Priest to
celebrate divine service daily in their Conventual Church, for the
health of his soul, and the soul of Johanna his wife (Dugdale,
Bar., I. 380). This Ralph, Lord Basset, was summoned to Par
liament as a Baron, from the 28th Edward I. to 16th Edward III.,
inclusively.
Ralph Basset, grandson of the former, was contracted in marriage
at four years of age, to Johanna, daughter of Thomas Beauchamp,
Earl of Warwick. He attended the Prince of Wales in his ex-
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pedition to Gascony, having Robert de Baieaux of his retinue
(29 Edw. III.). He was in France and Normandy with King
Edward the following year, and was in the Holy Land in the suc
ceeding year. He was at the coronation of Richard II., and in
that same year was in the service of the King in France, and was
nearly shipwrecked upon his return the year following. In the
3rd Richard II., he was appointed one of the four chief Captains
sent with Thomas of Woodstoke, Earl of Buckingham, to the aid
of the Duke of Brittany, and had two hundred men-at-arms, and
two hundred archers, and nine knights, included, being then a
Banneret (Pat. 8 Rich. II., 3-11).
In the 9th year of Richard II., he attended John, Duke of
Lancaster, with a great army, into Spain, for the recovery of the
inheritance of Constance of Castile, the Duke's consort. He was
one of the persons who highly disapproved of the King's attachment
to the Duke of Ireland, and when the King feared public commo
tion, and asked the citizens of London for their support, this Lord
Basset being present, he said "that he had ever been and ever
would be true and faithful to his monarch, and would ever enter
the field for him in a just cause, but that he would not risk a
broken head for the Duke of Ireland " (H. Knighton, 2698). This
Lord Basset was a K.G., and succeeded to the state of Lionel,
Duke of Clarence (Rot. Claus).
Lord Basset made a testament at London in the 7th Richard II.,
by which he bequeathed his body to be buried in the Cathedral of
Lichfield, if he should happen to die in England, and appointed a
hundred marks to be bestowed on his funeral, and paid the
cathedral two hundred marks for the keeping of his obit; he gave
five hundred marks to the Friars' Augustines at Atherstone for the
repair of their house and church, and two hundred marks to the
Grey Friar's at Northampton, for the repair of their church,
cloister, and refectory ; three hundred pounds to the White Friar's
at Coventry, and two hundred marks to the Hospital of our Lady
at Bethlehem, without Bishopsgate, London. And he appointed
that his whole stock of cattle upon all his lordship's lands should be
distributed amongst his poor servants at the discretion of his
executors. (Dugdale, Bar. I. 380.) But this was not his last
testament for by another testament, dated 1389, he bequeathed his
body to be buried in the cathedral church of Lichfield, near the
Altar of S. Nicholas, and gave two hundred pounds besides certain
tenements in Lichfield and Walsall, to the Priory of Canwell, for
augmenting their convent with nine monks, and to find a priest
perpetually to pray for bis soul and the souls of his ancestors etc.,
and to keep his obit with certain lights, to make a wall round the
water near the cathedral, and a new belfry; he also ordained that
the person whomsoever it should be that should first bear his sur
name and arms, according to the appointment of his last will,
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should have the use of his great velvet bed during his life time; but
not to be alienated from him who should bear his name and arms :
and to the same person he also bequeathed four silver basins and
two ewers, all graven with his arms; and a cup with a cover gilt
bearing a ring on the side of it. And he appointed Walter
Skyrlaw, Bishop of Durham, Eichard Scrope, Bishop of Win
chester, and Sir Richard Scrope, Knight, his executors. (Courtney,
f. 233-8). The last of these testaments which relates merely to
his personality, alludes to his last will, and such a will there
appears to have been, for Dugdale says that this Lord Basset enfeoffed Walter Skyrlaw, Bishop of Durham, and others, on the
10th of January, 13th Eichard II., of all the lands he held in fee
simple, and by his will directed them to enfeoff his nephew, Hugh
Shirley thereof, provided that he should bear the name and arms
of Basset, with remainder to William de Stafford, brother of
Edmund, Earl of Stafford. It seems however, that Sir Hugh
Shirley did not perform the condition. An inquisition taken in
Surrey on the 19th of July, 14th Eichard II., finds that this Ealph
died on the 10th of May then last, and that Thomas Beauchamp,
Earl of Warwick, Thomas, Earl of Stafford, and James, Lord
Audley, were the next heirs. (Esch. 14 Ric. 2. n. 9. Surrey.)
Besides Johanna de Beauchamp, Ealph, the last Lord Basset
had another wife also named Johanna, to whom it is probable
he was married in 3rd Eichard II., when he accompanied Thomas,
Earl of Buckingham, to Brittany. This lady was daughter of
John, Count of Montfort, and sister to John de Montfort, Duke of
Brittany; (Claus. 18. Rot. 2.) in the 21st Eichard II., she had a
grant of the whole county, castle, and manor of Eichmond in fee
from the King, by the name of Johanna, the widow of Ealph Basset,
Knight, and sister to the King's brother, John, Duke of Brittany,
and Earl of Eichmond, (Pat. 21. R. II. 3. 10). By her testament
dated at the Manor House of Cheshunt, Herts., March 27, 1402,
she directed her body to be buried in the Abbey of Lavendon, near
Olney, Bucks., and she died in the 4th Henry IV., at which time
she held the manor of Eadcliffe upon Soar, a fourth part of the
manor of Barrow upon Soar, a third part of the manor of Eagdale
and Willows, and Eadcliffe upon the Wreke, with several other
manors, all which were the inheritance of Ealph, last Lord Basset.
Thorold and Dugdale both say that the feoffees of the last Lord
Basset, in the 2nd Henry VI., gave up their interest in the manors
of Eadclyffe upon Soar, Eagdale, Willows, Barrow upon Soar,
Dunton, and Watton, etc. (Esch. 4 Henry IV. n. 38).
The history of this great family which has been left in much
obscurity by all our genealogists, is involved in especial confusion
as to the two or three last descents, for in a family where there is
a succession of the same Christian names, it is often very difficult
to distinguish the precise descents.
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[THE ROYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
IRELAND held its Annual Congress for 1870 at Leicester, during
the week commencing Tuesday, 26th July, and terminating on
Tuesday, 2nd August. During the Congress several Papers were
read of great local, as well as of general, interest. Some of these
have since been placed at the disposal of this Society, and are here
printed.
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE HISTORY or LEICESTER ABBEY, by Joseph
Burtt, Esq., F.S.A., Assistant Keeper of the Records, London.
IN bringing to the notice of the Meeting the following documents,
I wish to allow them chiefly to tell their own story. I had hoped
to find that, on my arrival in Leicester, I could have placed them
in the hands of some one who might be about to favour the Meeting
with a Memoir upon the subject to which they relate, and of which
they might form a part. That subject is of so great interest to us
all assembled on this occasion, and especially to the inhabitants
of this county, that it seemed advisable to give them the fullest
possible prominence before our visit to the remains of the important
and interesting Abbey of St. Mary des Pres.
Those remains are (I believe) in a very unsatisfactory condition
to the antiquary. Without going into the question of the "why"
or " wherefore " of the great change in the sixteenth century which
ruthlessly swept from the surface of the land the establishments
which the piety and the religious feeling of our ancestors had planted
on so many a fertile spot and among such picturesque scenery, the
intelligent inquirer into the earlier condition of our country loves to
be able to trace the true outlines of such establishments when
wandering among their ruins—to know the exact site of the sacred
edifice in which the brethren or sisterhood united in their public
prayers and praises to their Creator—to be tolerably certain of the
appropriation of the locality to the domestic needs and social re
quirements of the institution.
Several of the religious orders
followed precise rules in these matters, modified of course at intervals .
and by circumstances. So, one such establishment found fairly
complete, is a key to all others of the same rule. But the buildings
devoted to the uses of the canons regular of the Order of St. Austin,
to which Leicester Abbey belonged, followed no such regular plan.
Taking up the story of the present condition of the Abbey from
the account of your distinguished townsman who has laboured so
long and so successfully in the illustration of the antiquities of this
his native place, we shall find that all is in the greatest uncertainty
as to the arrangements of the Abbey site. "Even in a century after
the date of the Dissolution of the Abbey, the very site of the church

HISTORY OF LEICESTER ABBEY.

83

had become conjectural," says Mr. Thompson, in his Memoir upon
the Abbey, read in Leicester, in May, 1854. Further on he says,
"It is necessary to be premised that no vestige of the Abbey church,
cloisters, or domestic offices, remains at the present day above the
surface of the ground." The result of the excavations then de
scribed by Mr. Thompson seems to have gone but a very small step
towards removing the existing state of uncertainty, and a conjectural
appropriation of the locality is then given in this last attempt to
elucidate it.
Under these circumstances the first document to which I have
to direct your attention, will not, I think, be unwelcome, and its
application to the present ruins will doubtless be a labour of love.
It is a complete survey of the " situation," as it is called, of the
"late Monastery of Leicester." It comes from that collection of
our Public Kecords which is so rich in documents illustrative of our
local and general history and the marvel is, how it has so long
escaped attention. It is without a date, but it is certainly late in
the reign of Henry VITL, and, from many of its passages, it was
undoubtedly made at a time when the church and the domestic
abbatial buildings were in good condition, and had not felt the
touch of the destroyer's hand.
I will now proceed to read the document, leaving its application
to the present remains of the Abbey to other hands.
" The views of the
} " The scyet contevnyth xv akers and
J.M vieweoj me
I incl d all about with a wall of
scyt^on of the late
Bton/ te b ke standyng halfe a
Monasterye of Leycester. j mye]1 ^ ^^^ /ow|rdys the
Northe, all invieorned on the South parte with a freshe water
ryver currant by the same wherin ys ffysche of all kyndes, with
medowes and large opyn comen feldes of arrable land yerly sawen
with corne, and of the Northe with good battyll and fruytfull
pastures and wodes there with the parke wherin ys deer parcell of
the demeanes within xl perches of the scyet, parte hygh and champyon ground vere comodyouse and parkely, nygh adjoyning to the
grett woodes and pastures called the Fryth and Beoamond Leeys
the new parke the forrest of Leycester and two othyr parkys perteyning to the Duche.
" The Churche the mansyon houses and other buyldynges
standyth in the myddyst of the scyet. And a halt waycast out of
the North parte thereof inclosyd with hyghe walles of stone and
inbattelyd leydyng into the seyd scyet, and to a basse court of
barnys stableys and other housses of husbondrye and to a small
gate house withe one turret opeynyng into an other bascourt, and
with a square lodgyng of ayther syed the gatehouse wherin be v
chaumbers with chymneys and large wyndowes glasyd, the walles
of stone and coveryd with leyd, and foure turrettes of stone at the
foure cornerres of the same. In the South Est parte of the seyd
D
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court standyth the backhouse brewhouse and ij stables all of stone
coveryd with tyell. On the West parte standyth the Churche conteynyng in leyngth cxl fote and in bredyth xxx fote with a large
crose yell in the mydyst of the same conteyning in leynght c fote
and xxx fote in bredyth and nygh to the hyght of Westminster
churche with a hyghe squayr Tower stepyll standyng at the West
end of the same wherin ys a great dorre and a large wyndowe glasyd
openyng at the entre in to the seyd scyet. And a great square
house leydyng from the West end of the seyd churche to the West
end of the frater wherin be iij great chaumbers with chymneys and
large wyndowes parte glasyd with stayres of tymber leydyng upp to
the same, the walles parte stone and coveryd with leyde which wolde
be muche more comodyouse yf yt werr performed after an uniforme
all with stone to the prospecte and view of the same. The Frater
is a great large house and well proporcyoned withe a large wyndowe
glasyd openying into the Courte the dorter standyng at the Est end
therof of lyke proporcyon with stayres leydyng on hygh to the same
and valtyd under and belowe wherin be great large sellers. The
churche withe they foreseyd housses chapter house and librarye be
all of stone and coveryd with leyd, and buyldyd squayr about the
cloyester yerde and a entre leydyng furth of the cloyester in to the
hall and chaumbers, and other houses of offyce buylded square about
a yarde adjoynyng to the seyd cloyester parte stone and parte
tymber parte coveryd with leyd and parte with tyell with gallerees
leydyng above and belawe to the same hall and chaumberes kychyn
and other housses of offyce. And at the entree out of the bascourt
to the same standyth a tower the forefrunte all bryke with a turret
well proporcyoned called the Kynges lodgyng, wherin ys two fayr
chaumberes with wyndowes glasyd, with chymneys and two inner
chaumbers with chymneys and belawe a parler with two inner
chaumbers of lyke proporcyon, and a gallere leydyng from the seyd
tower belawe to iij chaumberes with chymneys and to the hall all
of stone and covered with tyell, and to serten chamberes above and
belawe for offycers, and a hygh galere above leydying from the foreseyde tower at the gate to iiij chaumberes above with chymneys.
And to the gret dynyng chaumber standyth on hyghe at the upper
end of the hall well sealyd above with the out caste of large bey
wyndowes and within the same one fayre lodgyng chaumber with
an inner chaumber with chymneys and wyndowes glaysed the walls
stone and coveryd with leyd, and an lawe galere leydyng frome the
hall to the keychyn and housses of offyce and to vj chaumberes for
offycers. And an entree ledyng owt of the same to the fermore
housses wherof parte is newly and lately buylded wherin be vj
chaumbers with chymneys. And there be in the utter court dyvers
chaumbers for servantes in severall placys and all the foresayd
houses with the churche be in good repayr.
" There ys within the scyet a pondyerd wherin is x pondys parte
large and gret with a fayr orcherd."
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Connected with some of the last years of the Abbey is a letter
of the last Abbot, John Bourchier, to which I would next beg leave
to draw your attention. Kalph Pexall is said to have been Abbot in
1533. He was succeeded by the writer of the present letter, who
details his own harsh dealing with the brethren in the matter of a
lease desired by Cromwell, expostulates against his paying his pre
decessor's share of the subsidy, and contrasts the position he was
in by the bargain he had evidently made for the retirement of his
predecessor, in terms which are a remarkable example of the times.
" Most wurschipfull and mie most assured good maister mie
deutye most humblye remembred. Pleasithe it your good maistership to undrestand that I according to mie promisse have labored
for the good wills of mie brotherne to sealing of Ynguordslye ferme
for Mr. Richard thei continuallie with stubborne and wilfulle
opinions boldlie denyethe it. Now I percyvyng noo remedie noo
hope at their handes but that thei wille stille dwelle in their
wilfulle opinions nothing regarding your Maisterschipes pleasure
therein have takyn from them all theyr keys to the common scale
soo that now if it be your pleasur that I schalle seale it and send it
upe to your good Maisterschip withought their consentes and that
you will bear me harmeles agaynst their complayntes I will send it
God willyng: for y wille never goo from mie promisse during this
mie lief. Wher as your Maisterschip bathe writin to me of late
marveling that I woold agaynst equite and conscience compelle mye
predecessour to pai his portion to the Kyng at the collection, I
never went abought it, for it is not in me to make him to pai it;
nother to ease him yn it; I have nothing to doo in it: it is a mater
of the bischopes doing: the bischope mai ease him if he will but I
cannot: except it be your maisterschipes pleasur that I schoold pai
for him: which I am not able to doo. I am bye my house a
thousand pound in debt: I must pai thes debtes : I must yearlye
pai to the King his Highnes for my restitution a hundreth poundes
thes iiij yeares: I must pai yearlye a hundrethe poundes to my pre
decessour : and xliju to collectours yearlye for the kyng: I must pay
wages to cc parsons in my house and fynd them meat and drynke.
Alas sir what a great thing is this for me to doo and to pai my predecessoures dews also : he is but oon man and kepithe but on man
and on boye abought him, and is ought of debt: it hathe a hun
drethe pound yearlye : besides that I find him wode and cole: all
implementes to his house: I fynd him horse with all thyngs apperteyning to them. I have loved him cherished hym and made of
him as never did man in Leycester of a nother: I never had good
dish but he had part: I never had a thing to his pleasure but that
I gave it him: everye dai I went to his logyng to comfort him: that
thing that I coold devyse to his comfort I all ways dyd : and it unnatturallye and that pryvylye I makyng much of him according to
mye old usage, hathe complayned to your Maisterschip apon me for
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that whiche lyythe not in me to helpe. Your Maisterschips letter
willyth me to scale his yndenture. I sealyd it the third dai after
myen enstallation: which endentur his own counceill had newlye
dyvysid befor my commyng. Therfor I humblye desyr your good
Maisterschip to be mie good Maister as you have tofore tyme ben
and to consider myen extreame and intolerable charges. Christns
Jesu have your god Maisterschip in his tuition with muche encrease
of helthe and honour.
" bye your prest
" JOHN Abbot of Leycester."
(Addressed)
" To the most wurschipfull and
mie singular good Maister Maister
Crumwell deliver this."
The above is of the year 1533 or 4. R. Pexall is said in Dugdale
to have been Abbot in 1533, and the writer of the above, John
Bourchier, gave the deed of surrender to the King llth August,
1534. He was living in 1584.
ON A RECENT FIND OF ROMAN COINS IN LEICESTERSHIRE, by the Rev.
Assheton Pownall, F.S.A., Rector of South Kilworth, and Member of
the London Numismatic Society.
A QUANTITY of old coins like those before us, which are remarkable
neither for intrinsic value nor beauty of workmanship, must derive
interest for our minds, if at all, from another source than beautiful
work or intrinsic value. A quantity of fossil shells might interest us
more, if we had it not in our power to connect the coins with man,
to regard them as man's handiwork in a certain period of the world,
and also to draw out from them something which illustrates man's
history. This, in my opinion, is that which gives the great charm
to coin-collecting. Coin-collecting may become mere " magpie-ism,"
or, it may rise to importance as a study of the past; but as an
intellectual employment it takes rank highest when it leads us to
consider what different countries have been, as places for men to
dwell in, when occupied by those who had to climb the ladder of
life before ourselves. The numismatist who shuts himself out from
this view of his coins may be a successful collector, he may possess
indescribable rarities, but the richest gratification arising from his
coins will be for others, and not for himself. If
" The proper study of mankind, is man,"

and coins can help us to understand him, how great must be their
use ! It is with thoughts of this kind, I would have you look at
the hoard of Roman coins recently found at Lutterworth, in this
county, which are exhibited in our temporary Museum. I should
like to impart to the minds of those who listen to this paper the
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colouring which my own has received through an examination of
them; because, though not rare, not valuable, for dealers to buy
and sell, and therefrom get gain, I am inclined to believe they have
the higher value we have mentioned, which will secure for them
more than a cursory glance as you pass the place in the Museum
where they lie.
There is reason to suppose that more than these were discovered,
but for reasons best known to the finder only 254 have come under
examination. For sixteen hundred years have they been lying
buried in our English soil, and the period which produced them
was one which also produced events of weighty consequence to the
power of Rome, since, with few exceptions, they may be thrown
into two groups, viz., those which belong to the reign of the
Emperor Gallienus, and those which belong to one of the most
illustrious of his successors. Readers of Gibbon will not forget the
shadows which fell on Roman greatness during the* reign of
Gallienus, or their removal by the timely rising up, consecutively,
of such men as Claudius Gothicus;—men whose firmness both of
hand and temper did indeed rule the day, and separate the light
from the darkness in times of peril for the Republic. We have
in this hoard, therefore, examples of the imperial money, both
in a disastrous and a prosperous time of Roman history, so that
they give us illustrations of that light and shade which constitutes
the true picture of all human affairs. To set this picture before you
must be my business now, and in doing so it will be seen that I
have been leaning on the Augustan History* as my chief authority.
Before treating of those coins which were issued in the unhappy
reign of Gallienus, one piece of the Emperor Volusian must be
spoken of first, as it is the earliest of the whole number. Associated
in the empire with his father, in the year 252, he still occupied a
subordinate position, and as he seems to have possessed no qualities
which particularly separated him from ordinary men, when he
was killed by his own soldiers, his death only made room for one
who was in all respects his superior, even in misfortune, I mean
the Emperor Valerian. Yet, Valerian, good citizen as he was, lacked
the qualifications needed by high estate in troublous times; and
he comes before us an instance of one whose good qualities were
mistaken for great ones, by his fellow citizens. Prudens senator,
Amicus bonorum, inimicus tyrannorium, hostis criminum hostis
vitiorum. Hunc Censorem acc^pimus.^ This might be the unani
mous voice of the Senate, when the office of Censor was to be
revived; but the stuff out of which an energetic Temperator could
come, they failed to see was wanting. Had disorder been simply
the result of the vice of his day, and a constitutional king its sole
requirement, his hand would have been strong enough to repress
* Historic Augustas Scriptores Sex. Biponti. MDCCLXXXVII.
t Trebellii Pollionis, Valerianus, Aug. Hist., Vol. II. p. 77.
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the first; while the last he was well adapted to become by his
temperament, his experience, and sagacity. His failure as a military
leader, when he led the forces of the empire against Persia, actually
shook the power of Rome to its centre. That Sapor, the Persian
King, should hold as a captive an Emperor of Rome, that Rome should
be unequal to his rescue, was a humiliation it had not seen since the
defeat and death of Crassus. It may be somewhat uncertain by
what means his capture was effected, but no uncertainty rests upon
the fact that in captivity he closed his life, after enduring at the
hands of his captors the vilest and most cruel degradation. It is
said that after death his body was flayed, and the skin stuffed with
straw, exhibited as a trophy in a Persian temple; but before death,
the aged Valerian, kneeling down at the feet of Sapor, for Sapor to
use as a 'horse block,* was " a better proof of who had conquered
than all the pictures Romans could paint." It forms an extraordinary
incident in Roman annals; yet not less extraordinary does it seem
to us, that it was an incident absolutely unknown in Persian history,
except through Roman historians; so completely can knowledge in
a nation die of an event, which, one might have supposed, doubletongued tradition would assuredly have enshrined. Of the money
of Valerian this hoard presents us with three examples ; the reverse
of one is peculiar enough to deserve your notice. It represents the
god Vulcan at his forge, and bears an inscription, DEO VOLKANO ;
this mode of spelling has suggested the idea that it is the production
of a colonial mint.t
The catastrophe which displaced the father, unfortunately brought
into the front rank his son, who had now been joint Emperor with
Valerian for about seven years; and when Gallienus was left to
rule alone, Rome paid dearly for the partnership. His unfitness
for such an exalted station may be best described in the epigrammatic
sentences of Gibbon. "In every art that he attempted, his lively
genius enabled him to succeed, and as his genius was destitute of
judgment, he attempted every art except the important ones of war
and government. He was a master of several curious but useless
sciences,—a ready orator, an elegant poet, a skilful gardener, an
excellent cook, and most contemptible prince. When great emer
gencies of state required his presence and attention, he was engaged
in conversation with Plotinus the philosopher, or wasting his time
in trifling, or licentious pleasures; preparing his initiation to the
Greek mysteries, or soliciting a place in the areopagus of Athens."J
Nee aliter rempublicam regeret, quam cum pueri fingunt per ludibria
potestates,§ is the scornful remark of Trebellius Pollio; but by no
means the only one.
» Fragmenta Vita Valerianorum. A.H., Vol. II. p. 258.
t Admiral Smyth's Descriptive Catalogue of a Cabinet of Roman Imperial Large
Brass Medals. Bedford, 1834, p. 294.

J Gibbon—Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. I., pp. 354, 855.
§ Gallieni Duo—Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 85.
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The incessant invasion of the empire, the rending away of entire
provinces, the disorders in Sicily—events which involved the sack
of Athens, and the destruction of the Temple of Diana at Ephesus,
a building made famous by the hand of the sculptor Praxiteles—
these were enough, without the ineffable disgrace of Valerian's
captivity, to fill men's minds with gloom; and, with one exception,
so they did for eight dismal years. Gallienus himself, was that
exception. If Nero fiddled while Eome was burning, Gallienus
could crack a joke about the disruption of the empire. " He cared
no more for the loss of a province than for the loss of an old cloak."
When tidings were brought him that Egypt was cut off—"Well,"
says he, "cannot we get on without the fine linens of Egypt?"
When Gaul was lost to the empire, he only laughed and said, " la
not the republic safe without Gallic tunics ?"* Not, however, that
Gallienus thought little of dress, or of those circumstances which
commend life to the luxurious. Powdering his hair with gold leaf,
he was usually seen in the city, decked with golden ornaments and
gems. At his daily feasts, despising glass, he drank from golden
goblets only; constant only to variety, he varied his wines, and he
never tasted one twice at the same meal.t The contempt in which
the Emperor's life and character were held was unmistakeable, but
there were veins of humour and flashes of good nature occasionally
playing through his manner, which obtained for him a certain
popularity. Imperial wit made the thoughtless laugh, and his
freaks of good-nature pleased others; while he had the art to secure
the good will of the populace by frequent largesses—congiariis
popidum mollivit. On one occasion, at a bull fight, the " matador,"
through sheer awkwardness in the use of the lance, failed to strike
the animal, big as he was; and failed ten times. Whereupon the
Emperor sends him a chaplet, much to the surprise of every one;
and on being asked for what reason he had rewarded so stupid a
fellow, said dryly, " Taurum toties non ferire difficile est"—(To
miss the bull so often is difficult). Another time a jeweller, who
had been detected in selling to the Empress Salonina glass imita
tions of precious stones, for his roguery, was condemned to the
lions. The culprit is accordingly led out to death, when out of the
lion's den absurdly strutted a cock; and the tricky negotiator is
dismissed with the contemptuous gibe—"Imposturam fecit, et
passus est"—(He cheated, and has been cheated.)i.
This would have been all very well had the situation of the
Republic been less serious. It amused people however, and, like
the thin wire, drew the danger out of many a threatening cloud.
Now, of this Eoman Emperor's money, the coins before you
afford thirty-six examples; in addition, there is one of his wife, the
• " Gallieni Duo—Augustan History, Vol. II., page 87.
t Augustan History, Vol. II., page 96.
j Augustan History, Vol, II., page 92.
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Empress, which presents us with her portrait; and another of
their son, Saloninus.
As I pretend to do no more in this Paper than sketch the men
and the events set before us by this find of coins, many facts in
the reign of Gallienus are of necessity passed over in the narrative ;
but it remains for me to speak of those which do receive illustra
tions from his coins. Among the thirty-six attributed to him, it is
remarkable that you find among them no less than six-and-twenty
varieties; and, in looking over these, one can hardly fail to notice
how frequently occur upon them the "effigies" of the Dii Majores,
with legends corresponding. "To Apollo our Protector," "to
Diana," "to Jove," "to Mars," "to Juno," and even "to Vulcan,"
are the reverses of some of them inscribed. While on the coins of
this period, struck by rivals of Gallienus (about whom I shall speak
presently), you find also Minerva, Neptune, Hercules, together with
impersonations less important, " Salus," and the like. Now there
was good reason for all this, because the time was a time (speaking
in a special sense) of a great religious revival. Pestilence was
" a-foot," and had long been busy among the people. Rapine and
oppression had begotten scarcity, and scarcity in turn begat disease.
Many towns had been depopulated; in Rome itself thousands had
died ;* and from Rome to Alexandria fear was everywhere falling
on the hearts of men.
Gibbon, who quotes the letters of Dionysius, Bishop of Alex
andria, shews, by a calculation founded on the number of applicants
at the public distributions of corn, at two different periods, that
one-half of Alexandria had perished.t It was this wide-sweeping
plague which had led to the persecution of the Christians under
Valerian, by which Rome was now frightened into being more
religious; and of its aroused religious feeling these coins stand
before us in evidence. All the gods of the Pantheon seem to have
been invoked. In addition to the "effigies" of the gods themselves,
is to be noted the repeated occurrence on the coins of the figures of
those animals which were consecrated to the gods. It is not by
chance that the "centaur" appears on those coins which bear the
name of Apollo; or the goat on those of Jupiter : it is Amalthea,
his wet nurse :—
" Stat quoque capra simul. Nymphee pavisse feruntur
Gretides; infant! lac cledit ilia Jovi."

The stag sacred to Diana (a goddess who first appeared on coins
at this time, in consequence of the plague, because she also, like
» " Pax igitur Deum qucesita, inspeotis Sibyllce libris, factumque Jovi Salutari ut
prseceptum fuerat, saerificium. Nam et pestilentia tanta exstiterat, vel Eomte, vel
in Aohaiois urbibus, ut uno die quinque millia hominum pari morbo perirent."—Aug.
Hilt., Vol. II., page 86.
t Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. I., p. 868.
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Apollo, was held to be a doctor),* was placed there by the order
of Gallienus in recognition of the tutelary deities; and in return
for which piety, he, unworthy as he was, won for himself, from the
flattery of those about him, the title of Conservator pietatis.
That rending asunder of the empire by which whole provinces
were detached, of which mention has been made, also receives
illustration from these coins. Egypt, Illyria, Spain, and Gaul, as
well as much of the East, fell away under the rule of men, whose
ability and strength of character had fitted them to lead in stormy
times. Of such rivals, history recognizes nineteen; true, because
Italy remained faithful to Gallienus, in the estimation of history, he
remained Emperor, even while unable to hold the provinces against
successful upstarts. Usually they were men of obscure birth; but
obscure birth, in the difficult passages of a nation's life, is no bar
to a man's progress, if he has that to give which people-want.
These upstarts in the provinces were not contemptible, though they
held precariously the power they had grasped, for, when they fell,
they involved half a province in their fall. They had their use
also, like posts driven into the shifting sand to protect a sea wall
from the tidal wave, assertores Romani nominis exstiterunt ;t—the
outworks of the empire were safe in their hands, though held for
themselves, and not for Gallienus.
Now Gaul, which never could endure an effeminate and frivolous
Prince, raised up in turn six of its soldiers to the imperial purple;
and of these six, five find representatives in this hoard of coins;
indeed the greater part of it belongs to them. First of all there
was Postumus; as a Eoman general he had enjoyed the confidence
of both Valerian and Gallienus; indeed by the last the care
of his son had been entrusted to Postumus. A mere accident,
an unwise slight put upon their leader, caused the soldiers to
assassinate Saloninus, and proclaim Postumus their Emperor. For
seven years he withstood the forces of his former master, and ruled
the Gaulish nations with wisdom. At length his subjects, led by
one Lollianus, slew him: vexed by the very goodness of his reforms,
and being themselves too fond of change. His thirty-seven coins
in this hoard are remarkably well preserved, and (for the period)
well executed. Victorinus avenged his death. He had been
associated with Postumus in the holding of quasi-imperial power,
when Postumus found Gallienus pressing him hard; and now,
having put Lollianus to death, he reigned over the Gauls alone.
Successful as a general against the German tribes, he was equally
successful in his rule, and but for one act of unbridled licence
would have left a fair name to posterity.} His coins are the most
numerous of all in this particular find, and are generally very
* Admiral Smyth's Large Brass Medals, p 28fi.
t Triginta Tyranni. Trebellius Pollio Do Lolliano. A. H., p. 105, Vol. II.
* Trebellius Pollio De Maria. Aug. Hist., Vol. II., p. 108.
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common. On the death of these men, an armourer, gladiorum
armorumque artifex, named Marius, was elected to reign in their
stead, but his election seems to have been little better than an act
of caprice. One day washed up to the highest place, he was seen
to reign the next, and then on the third day the tide ebbed, and down
he went as quickly, paying for his seventy hours of popularity with
his life. A fellow who had worked with him at the same forge
took it, and took it with a sword made by the hand of the mushroom
Emperor—hie est gladius, quern ipsefecisti, was the man's disdainful
word as he struck the blow.* The coins of Marius are naturally
very rare, and this find may be counted rich in possessing one. It
represents him with a sort of blacksmith look, but gives the idea of
even more than ordinary blacksmith strength,—a fact we find
recorded in the Augustan History. This unhappy episode in kingmaking probably led the Gallic legions on the next occasion to invest
with the purple one who could lay claim to gentle birth. Tetricus,
the objectof their choice, was of senatorial rank; and, exceptingPiso,
(a nobleman who rose up in Thessaly), was the only usurper who
enjoyed this distinction. On his being proclaimed Augustus,
the son of Tetricus was at the same time saluted Caesar, t These
two princes maintained their respective places at the head of
Gaulish peoples for some years. Having survived Gallienus and
his successor, at last they submitted to the forces of the Emperor
Aurelian, glad at heart to do so, wearied to death as they were by
the unmannerly violence of their so-called subjects ;% and Aurelian
was politic enough to build "the bridge of gold" for their retreat
from a position which they had learned to dislike. Thus discrowned,
and received at Rome as his friends, he treated them with kindness,
and even heaped upon them honours. We learn from Trebellius
Pollio that his own grandfather had been on terms of intimacy
with the younger Tetricus; and in the days when he wrote his
history, the beautiful house between two groves, which the Tetrici
had occupied on the Coalian hill, was still standing. Here,
he tells us, they had received the Emperor as their guest; and
on its walls a painting was still to be seen, in which Aurelian was
depicted bestowing civic and senatorial dignities on those from
whom he had himself received a sceptre. § We have but four coins
of Tetricus (father and son) in this hoard, though usually they are
common enough; but common as they are, these four deserve our
notice, because Roman history has not, in its pages, so many of these
pleasant passages that we can afford to lose sight of one; and the
account I have to give of the usurpers, in those dark days of
* Trebellius Pollio De Victorino. Aug. Hist., Vol. II., p. 106.
f This title was equivalent to that of Prince of Wales among us.
t " Versus denique illius fertur, quern statim ad Aurelianum scripserat; eripe me
his, inviote, malis." Pollio de Tetrico Seniore. Augustan History, Vol., II., p. 186.
5 Trebellius Pollio De Tetriois. Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 186, 137.
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Gallienus, is somewhat relieved of its gloom by this glance at the
wise and humane conduct of Aurelian. I fear Gallienus would have
dealt with Tetricus otherwise. The letter is still extant which he
wrote to Celer Varianus, when Ingenuus, a commander in Pannonia,
who had been chosen Emperor by the Moesian legions, was defeated
and killed. Its savagery demands the death of many more than
those who had appeared in arms. Old and young of the male sex
must be destroyed, if this can be done without damaging the
reputation of Gallienus. " Whoso has thought against me, must
be killed; whoso has spoken against me, must be killed. Mind,
Ingenuus was made an Emperor. Tear, kill, hew in pieces. Art
thou able to understand my mind, and to be angry with my anger,
who, with my own hand have written these things ? "*
At length his own time came. Human nature is often wonder
fully tolerant of evil in the great; its discontent finds an outlet in
a subdued growling of the voice, when riddance of the wrong-doer
might be had on terms which among the lawless would be thought
easy. For eight years after Valerian's disappearance from power
was Gallienus endured. The patience of men was, however,
worn down to the quick; for, while others were seriously occupied
with the grave condition of the State, he was enquiring about his
dinner, and his pleasures ; t or, perhaps at the best discoursing with
Plotinus regarding a fancy of his own, for realizing in a ruined city
of Campania the ideal scheme of Plato's republic ! But at length
the end came. Aureolus, the Roman general in Illyria, having
been forced by the troops under his command to assume the purple,
appeared in force in Italy itself. This was in the year 268. The
army of Gallienus went out to meet him. Aureolus, worsted in
the fight, drew back to Milan. On the night of March 20th, Martianus
and Cecropius, two of the Emperor's men—people of consequence—
who had been for some time plotting, now caused a false report of
the unexpected approach of Aureolus to be conveyed to Gallienus.
Gathering together some of his troops, he put himself at their head,
for he had it in him to be brave at times, and then it was, in the
confusion of the alarm, and in the darkness of the night, he was
struck down—as some said—by the sword of Cecropius the
Dalmatian.! So he passed away from this world ; and if one act
of wisdom at the last, as he lay bleeding his life away, could atone
for so many that were not wise, his sending the imperial insignia
to Claudius might have saved his fame.
This Claudius, surnamed " Gothicus," had long been held in
• " Occidendua est, quicunoque male voluit: oooidendus est quieunque male dixit
contrame.... ..Ingenuus factus est Imperator. Lacera, occide, concide : animum

meum intelligere poles, mea mente irascere, qui hoec manu mea scripsi." Trebellius
Pollio de Ingenuo. Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 109.
f " Eoquid habemus in prandio ? Ecquffi voluptates paratoe sunt ? et quails eras
arit coena? quales Circenes?" " Gallieni Duo."—Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 89.
J " Galliem Duo."—Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 94.

44

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

repute. The letters of the Emperors Decius and Valerian,* preserved
in the Augustan History, shew this; and, happily for Home, he was
destined to prove the first of a series of princes who retrieved the
fortunes, and so postponed the fall of the Empire. The account of
this Emperor by Trebellius Pollio reads too much like one great
glorification of the man for us to accept it without reserve. The
fact was, that Claudius had the merit of being brother to Crispus,
the great grandfather of Constantine, in whose days Pollio wrote;
and this it was which probably tinged his narrative with an undue
warmth of colour. But in verification of his general statements, it
is fair to say he appeals from them to public acts of the Senate.
When the election of Claudius was announced to them, with one
accord they proceeded to the temple of Apollo, " sumptis togis;" and
the letter of Claudius having been publicly read, they write to him a
reply, indicating their cheerful acquiescence in the choice which had
been made by the dying Gallienus. Besides this, to the shield of gold,
whereon was figured the likeness of Claudius, " thorace expressd,"
(which in the time of Pollio was still standing in the Eoman Curia),
and to many other marks of their esteem, he is able to point in sup
port of his inflated laudation. It is true that many a vicious and cruel
Emperor has had statues and temples erected in his honour; but it
is also true, that when the lion was dead, and men's fears were hushed
so that they dared to kick his carcase, then the statues and the temples
often came down again. Claudius, however, had personal qualities
which commanded the regard of even those who themselves were
the very opposite; just as people sometimes admire a beautiful
portrait, without feeling the least concerned at not possessing like
beauty themselves. Distinguished by a grave manner, he was not
less distinguished by a chaste and single life. With a ready
appetite, yet he was sparing in the use of wine.
Gibbon t has borrowed an anecdote which shews the goodness of
the Emperor's disposition. Shortly after his accession, an old
woman threw herself at his feet, and complained that a general of
Gallienus had obtained her patrimony by an arbitrary grant. This
was no other than Claudius himself. Blushing at the reproach,
he deserved the confidence she had reposed in his equity; for his
confession of the act was accompanied by an ample restitution.
On attaining supreme power, after disposing of Aureolus, he
» " Uivus Claudius."—Augustan History, Vol. II., pp. 148, 151.
|
Claudius Goth.

Quintillus.

Crispus.

duo filii.

Claudia=j=Eutropius.
Consttmtius.

Constantinus Magnus.
t Vol. I. p. 8V1.
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soon found occupation for all his energy, strength, and skill in
beating back a horde of Goths who again were over-running the
Empire, in numbers that appeared overwhelming. At Naissus, a
city of Dardania, he succeeded in routing them, and in a manner so
decided, as deservedly to obtain the epithet which ^hereafter for ever
was to be associated with his name. The letter. which Claudius
" Gothicus " wrote to the Senate at the opening of the campaign,
affords a view of the estimate he himself had formed of the risk he
was about to encounter.
" Conscript Fathers, listen to those who are fighting. 320,000
armed barbarians have invaded Roman soil. These, if I shall beat,
do you in turn reward the deserving. If I shall not beat them;—be
mindful that I am fighting after a Gallienus. The whole Republic
is weary. We shall be fighting after a Valerian, after Ingenuus,
..... after a thousand others, who out of contempt for Gallienus
as a prince, have deserted the Republic. Neither shields, nor broad
swords, nor javelins, are left to us. Gaul and Spain—the strength
of the Republic—Tetricus occupies; and all our archers (it is a
disgrace to say it) Zenobia has. What we shall have done—this
is great enough."*
Let it be remembered that the " poeticus stilus," as Pollio calls
it, was much the fashion of the day, and thus discounted, the letter
reads even like the modest despatch of an earnest man, who was
bent on doing his best under trying circumstances, t That which
he wrote to Junius Broccus, announcing his splendid victory, I must
acknowledge reminds me less of the simplicity of Julius Caesar's
style; but a victory which swept his enemy clean away was perhaps
some excuse for elated expressions. There was nothing figurative
in the fact.
The coins of Claudius Gothicus in this hoard number thirtythree, among which I find sixteen different reverses. Let me
briefly draw attention to some of them. On the death of Gallienus,
as now representing legitimate power, Claudius Gothicus set himself
to chastise Aureolus, the Illyrian peace-breaker. At a point about
thirteen miles from Bergamo, where there is a bridge over the Adda,
a battle took place between their respective armies, and Aureolus
was defeated and slain. This bridge, when Trebellius Pollio wrote,
was called Pans Aureoli; and an existing Italian village still
contains within its name of Pontirolo an unsuspected memorial of
the defeated general. It is probable that the coin in this hoard
which bears the legend MARS VLTOE was struck to commemorate the
success of Claudius in avenging his predecessor's death.
Others read thus, FIDES MILITVM and FIDES EXEECIT. Fides,
was the impersonation of good faith ; and to place her effigy on the
coins, with this inscription, was to remind a fickle soldiery, as often
• " Divus Claudius." Augustan History, Vol. II. p. 143.
t " Divus Claudius." Augustan History, p. 114, Vol. II.
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as they fingered the money, of the oath by which they had solemnly
bound themselves to be faithful to the Emperor. Four more of the
coins have the words PAX AVG [VSTI] on the reverse; what is more
likely than that these were struck on the happy termination of the
Gothic inroad, when a real sense of security was restored to the
panic struck city ? The reign of Claudius was so short, and the
events in it so conspicuous, that the*se ascriptions are not mere guesswork. Belonging to the same incident are the coins which read
" FELICITAS AVG," and LAETITIA AVG ; public happiness and gaiety
were the obvious results of peace, and to ascribe to Claudius
Augustus these results was but giving him his due. Again, ANNONA
AVG, (for Annona Augusti) is a legend inscribed on three more.
The " Annona" was the quantity of corn required each year for the
consumption of the people. It was the business of the Emperor to
take care this amount was provided by supplies from Alexandria
and elsewhere; and when it was provided, there was policy in
issuing money bearing an inscription which was a pledge to the
public that plenty had been secured. Then, lastly, there is one coin
more of this Emperor about which I desire to speak; it bears the
single word " CONSECRATIO." This was struck Anno Domini 270,
the year in which Claudius died. Smitten by the plague, at
Sirmium, he succumbed to the attack, and according to popular
belief, left the earth to take his seat among the immortal gods.*
Thenceforward he was known as Divus Claudius; and the eagle,
with outstretched wings, figured on coins of the " consecration
type," was an image of the living eagle, which at the obsequies of
the Emperor, being let loose from the summit of his funeral pyre,
in the opinion of the people, conveyed the illustrious spirit of the
departed from earth to heaven.
Of the seven remaining coins much need not be said. They
were struck in the name of Quintillus, a brother of the deified
Claudius, who had most unwisely allowed himself to be proclaimed
Augustus, when he learned that Claudius had been taken ad
Deos, atque ad sidera. Pollio says that it had been so much the
wish of Claudius to have his brother associated with him in the
empire, that he even consulted the oracle about it;t and he expresses
his own opinion of the high merit of Quintillus, by saying that the
sovereignty would have been bestowed on him, by the judgment of
all, even had he not been brother of the well-beloved Claudius. A
short reign of seventeen days closed his career. Shewing himself
strict in rule towards a soldiery, J who were ever more apt to look
for bribes than blows from a new master, he was quickly set aside,
« " Affectus morbo mortales reliquit, et familiare virtutibus suis petiit ccelum."
Divus Claudius. Augustan History, Vol. II., p. 147.

t " Divus Claudius." Augustan History, Vol. II. p. 145.
{ Quod se grnvem et serium contra milites ostenderat. Augustan History, p. 147,
Vol. II.
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when it was found that Aurelian had secured more largely the
popular suffrage. Whether he put an end to his own life, or was
killed by others, seems uncertain; I believe both statements have
been made.
His coins are more often found in France than England. With
us they are not common. They are distinguished from those of
Claudius only by name, and on an occasion like this, require from
us no special notice.
These, then, are the facts handed down to us by history, relating
to the persons in whose names these coins were issued, facts which,
in my opinion, clothe them with much archaeological interest.
The true numismatist must be an archaeologist; and archaeology
is no mere blind worship of something because it is old. The
Roman mile-stone in the town museum belongs to the period which
we have had under review; it is a far greater curiosity than the coins ;
but it is less interesting, because it just wants the connection with
" The medal, faithful to its charge of fame,
Through climes and ages bears each form and name.
In one short view subjected to our eye,
Gods, emperors, heroes, sages, beauties lie."

some historical incident or personage which the coins possess:
History without coins would be rather like a copy of the Illustrated
London News with most of the illustrations cut out.
And if our survey of mankind in that portion of the third
century to which we have been drawn be not altogether pleasing,
let us not become hard in judging it. Recollect, the circumstances
of life are the mould in which human life is shaped. That which
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu wrote, after her travels, " / have been
all over the world, and found only men and women," we must say,
if we are candid, whether we look at the actors in the third century
or the nineteenth. Just as Leicestershire, when these coins were
buried, was a very different district from the Leicestershire which
our agriculture, our architecture and science have put their stamp
on; and yet the geological formation remains identically the same;
so human nature in a Claudius and Gallienus is the same ingredient
we recognize in ourselves, with one thing wanting only—the ele
vating influence of a true Religion.
COINS FOUND AT LUTTERWORTH SOMETIME IN THE SUMMER OF 1869.
EMPERORS.

I.
II.
III.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
XI.

XII.

USURPERS IN GAOL.

VIBIVS VOLVSIANVS.
VALEEIANVS.
GALLIENVS.
SALONINA (wife of Oallienusl.
„
SALONINV8 (son of Gallienns).
„
POSTVMVS.
VICTORINV8.
MARIVS.
TETRICVS, Senr.
TETRICVS Junr.
CLAVDIVS OOTHICVS.
QVINTILLV8.

NUMBER.
1
3

36
1
1
37
130
1
1
3
33
7
264
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THE JEWS AND THE JEWRY WALL, by James Thompson, Esq., Local
Secretary for Leicester of the Society of Antiquaries, London.

THE Jewry Wall in this town, which will interest the visitors
drawn to Leicester by the Congress of the Institute, chiefly as a
relic of Eoman masonry, has also its claims upon the attention of
the antiquarian enquirer on other grounds. As its name implies—
a name, by the way, it has always had in the memory of man, and
by which it is known in ancient records—it was once the quarter
in which the Israelites of former times were compelled to seclude
themselves, owing to the aversion with which they were regarded
by our Christian forefathers. The eminent historian of Leicester
shire, Nichols, in the first part of his first volume, says truly
" Whatever may have been the first destination of these (the Jewry)
walls, there can be no doubt but that they were originally of Roman
construction; and that the name of Jewry was adopted when that
part of Leicester became the peculiar residence of the Jews, who,
in all great towns, were customarily limited to a particular district."
The historian goes on to give examples of the usage; as in London,
in connection with the places called the Jewry, Poor Jewry, and
the Old Jewry; in Cambridge, Worcester, and elsewhere. The
inference is, therefore, that in many, if not most, of the principal
boroughs of this country, there were Jews' Quarters. In Leicester,
the old fragment of Roman masonry of which we are speaking—
perhaps in the early medieval period surrounded by ruins of large
Roman structures—was deemed a refuge which was good enough
for the outcasts, and where no Christian would care to intrude.
In the earlier half of the thirteenth century a tide of persecution
appears to have set in against the Jews. Thus we find that, at
Derby, the burgesses paid a fine to Henry the Third for granting
them a charter excluding the Jews from their borough. The same
king also granted to the merchants of Newcastle that no Jew should
stay or dwell in their town. Mr. Gough, in his edition of Camden's
Britannia,* states that the Jews were not permitted to reside in
the borough of Carnarvon.
But what I have to invite your attention to, is the treatment
experienced about the time here mentioned by the Israelites of
Leicester. It is so expressively indicated in a document or charter
of which a free translation is here rendered, that I leave it to tell
its own story. I am about to read a charter, undated, given by
Simon de Montfort to his burgesses of Leicester:
" Simon de Montfort, son of Earl Simon de Montfort, Lord of
Leicester, to all the faithful in Christ, by whom this present docu
ment (paginam) may be seen or heard. Let it be universally known
» Quoted by Nichols.
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that I, for the health of my soul, and the souls of my ancestors
and successors, have granted, and by this my present charter con
firmed, for me and my heirs in perpetuity, to my burgesses of
Leicester and their heirs, that no Jew or Jewess, in my time or in
the time of my heirs, to the end of the world, shall within the
liberty of the town of Leicester, inhabit, remain, or obtain any
residence. I also wish and command that my heirs after me shall
maintain that liberty entire, and shall guarantee it to the burgesses
before-named in perpetuity. And in testimony of this I have
appended my seal to the present charter. These being witnesses :
Sir Aumery de Mitton, Sir Walter de Aquila, Sir Koger Blund,
chaplain. William Bassett, William de Miravall, and others."
Shortly after the date of this charter, it cannot be doubted all the
Jews and Jewesses made their exodus from their ancient quarter
in Leicester; though, after the lapse of six centuries, their former
home among us still bears its ancient designation.
In this trying crisis the wretched fugitives from Leicester found
a protector. It has ever been the noble mission of woman to listen
to the voice of pity, and the tender promptings of mercy. To
their good fortune, the exiled Jews met with a friend in a kindhearted lady, a near relative of the pitiless earl who had been their
persecutor, Amicia, sister of the last Norman earl of Leicester, in
the direct line of Eobert Fitzparnel. He had no issue, but he
had two sisters. Of these, Amicia became the wife of Simon de
Montfort—the father of the Simon de Montfort under notice; and
Margaret, married Saher de Quincy, the Earl of Winchester.
This latter lady lost her husband in the year 1220, and thereafter
appears to have devoted her widowed life to works of benevolence.
It was she, in fact, who provided an asylum on her estates for the
banished Jews of Leicester.
This little glimpse of forgotten history is obtained from a letter
published in one of the volumes for which the public is indebted
to the Master of the Rolls. Among the letters of Robert Grossetete
which have escaped oblivion, is one addressed by him to "a very
illustrious and dearly-beloved lady," Margaret de Quincy, Countess
of Winchester; and we may infer it was written in reply to her
enquiry how she should treat the Jews, for whom she had found a
place of refuge. It has great value in more ways than one—as it
affords internal evidence of the goodness of heart of the person to
whom it was addressed, embodies the sentiments of probably the
most enlightened ecclesiastics of his age regarding the Jews, and
enables the antiquary to clear up partially an obscure point in local
history.
The writer designates himself "Robert, Archdeacon of Lei
cester." He was, indeed, then in all probability a resident, and
he may have first become acquainted with the countess before her
marriage with Saher de Quincy, when he was the Vicar of S.
E
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Margaret's, and she was living with her father at the Castle of
Leicester. There was undoubtedly something in the character
and disposition of Robert Grossetete calculated to inspire confi
dence, for he was evidently highly esteemed by Margaret de
Quincy and her illustrious nephew, the great reformer, who
intrusted his sons to him to receive at his hands their education.
The Archdeacon's letter is too extended to present entire, but
portions of it will well repay transcribing. The original I need
scarcely say is in Latin. Here are extracts from the letter:—
" I offer you my sincere thanks for your bountiful support,
which first bestowed upon me many acts of kindness, and has since
enriched me with many more and greater. Although, however,
your kindnesses may not demand reward, because they are real
kindnesses, gratuitously bestowed, yet he is ungrateful who, when
he can, does not requite a kindness. Wishing to offer you some
recompense at least, for your many and great favours, I find nothing
more appropriate to return than some wholesome advice necessary
to your deserving of everlasting life. Two occasions have occurred
on which I might tender wholesome advice to your excellency.
For it has been intimated to me that the Jews whom the Earl of
Leicester has driven from his municipality so that they might no
longer piteously oppress the Christians with usury, your excellency
has determined to gather together again on your domain. But if you
resolve that they be collected together, you should first carefully
consider in what manner they ought to be collected and protected."
The Archdeacon then points out the sin of the Jews in crucify
ing Jesus Christ, and the fact of their dispersion, and expresses
his belief in their ultimate salvation and return from captivity;
but what on the present occasion we are chiefly concerned with, is
the view which the most enlightened English ecclesiastic of the
thirteenth century took of the treatment which the Christians were
entitled to manifest to the Jews in the period in question. The
Archdeacon continues :—
" But in the meantime, when the same people, remaining in
unfaithfulness, blaspheme Christ, the Saviour of the world, and
laugh at his suffering, they will be kept as captives by the chiefs
of the world, as a punishment for their crime. And the chief men
who hold them as captives ought to defend themselves, lest they
be killed; and, at the same time, ought very strictly to restrain
them, lest they oppress the Christians by usury, and ought also to
take care that they procure for themselves food in return for the
labour they are allowed to perform. But this is the last captivity
of the Jews, and it is prophesied in many places in Scripture that
they ought not to be put to death."
Here the Archdeacon proceeds to enforce his statements by
numerous quotations from Scripture. Throughout his lengthy
letter he maintains that the Jews ought to be compelled laboriously
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to cultivate the soil " for a kind of sustenance for their unhappy
life," but ought to be allowed to live as " witnesses of the Christian
faith in opposition to the Pagans." The purpose of the communica
tion was clearly to shield the poor Israelites from the savage spirit of
the times, which, not content with bitterly persecuting them,
demanded their extirpation.
The letter also indirectly throws light on the charter, which, as
observed before, was undated. It does it in this way. The writer
designates himself "Archdeacon of Leicester." He was not yet
elevated to the bishopric of Lincoln. Now, he ceased to be Arch
deacon of Leicester in the year 1231. As he refers to the expulsion
of the Jews as an accomplished fact, and as that was consequent
on the concession of the extruding charter, the latter must there
fore be dated before the year 1231, but subsequently to the death
of Saber de Quincy, in 1220, during the widowhood of his countess.
While Grossetete lived, his exertions may have helped to temper
the severity of Simon de Montfort's prejudices against the Jews,
for he had great influence over the mind of his illustrious friend;
but, dying in 1253, before the barons rose against Henry, that
influence may be supposed to have died away in succeeding years.
It had disappeared certainly when Simon de Montfort allowed the
Jews of Winchester to be killed wholesale, loading his troops with
the plunder taken from them and the other inhabitants. But
everywhere the Jew was deemed the fair object of cruel hatred.
Four hundred of them were massacred in London on the pretext
of their having formed a design to betray the barons and the
citizens; and one distinguished person, John Fitz-John, slew the
richest Jew in the city with his own hand, and seized upon his
treasure. In this case, however, it must be stated that Simon de
Montfort made the ruffian surrender his booty.
My object has been, however, to show from one small example,
how valuable, incidentally, is the publication of ancient documents
by the Government, in the way of illustrating local history. How
large an amount of light would be reflected on the history of the
nation, were our municipal records to be in like manner translated
and made public ! If they were, I believe the history of England
would need writing afresh; and until the materials can be collected
from all sources, it must be deemed incomplete.

In addition to the above Papers of local interest read during the
Congress of the Institute in Leicester, the editor of these pages
thinks the following remarks upon local antiquities by MB. J. H.
PARKER, F.S.A., and the EEV. J. G. JOYCE, two of the most learned
of living Archaeologists, should be preserved in a more permanent
form than that furnished by the newspapers of the day:—
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WYGGESTON'S HOSPITAL, LEICESTER.
MB. J. H. PARKER, F.S.A., upon visiting this hospital, said it
belonged to a class which they were losing one after another, and
which they would soon lose altogether, he feared. They were a
very interesting class of buildings, and belonged to the same style
of buildings as the infirmaries of the monasteries, which had
almost entirely disappeared. The arrangement of them was ex
ceedingly simple and good for the purpose. The chapel in which
they were assembled was at one end of the building, and was so
arranged that the inmates could at all times attend service, how
ever great invalids they might be. It was an hospital for old and
infirm people, whose respective cells were arranged in two rows one
above the other, both opening into that chapel. They could all
hear mass performed in every part of the building by just opening
their doors, as well as see the elevation of the Host, which was an
important part of the service in former times. Whether with or
without the Roman Catholic service it appeared to him an excellent
institution that persons on a bed of sickness, or who were unable
to go to Divine service, should be able to hear it in their own
rooms. That was an exceedingly good arrangement in his opinion,
and he was sorry to say those buildings were being continually
destroyed. That one was threatened with destruction, and there
was another at Stamford similarly menaced, besides two or three
others he knew of, because, it was said that manners and customs
had changed. But at the same time the Catholic religion admitted
that Christians should have the advantage of hearing divine service
when they were not able to attend church. That was a very good
building of the sixteenth century. There was nothing remarkable to
say about it: it belonged to the genuine English Perpendicular
style, and it would be a great pity to destroy it. If it were not
available for its original purpose it would make a very good school
room, and he saw no reason for destroying a building of that kind.
There they had a building upon the whole sound and in a fair state,
belonging to the 16th century, in the English Gothic style, and he
could conceive no reason whatever for its destruction ; it would be
a disgrace to the town if it were destroyed. He drew attention to
the marble slab in front of the pulpit—formerly the site of the
altar, which had been replaced by the pulpit—an alteration which
Mr. Parker warmly deprecated. He noticed that the brass had
been taken from the slab to the memory of the founder, and con
demned its removal.
MR. T. INGRAM informed Mr. Parker that the brass was still in
existence, properly preserved.
Mr. Parker replied that in that case he thought it should be
replaced on the slab; its value was destroyed by being removed.
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He further called attention to the beautiful details about the build
ing ; remarking that even if it were used as a school-room they
would be preserved, and there was a good deal worth preserving.
THE JEWRY WALL.
Upon viewing the Jewry Wall, Leicester, MB. JAMES THOMPSON
was called for, who said there were one or two theories put forward
with respect to the origin of these remains. The rude fragment
before them had always been known as the Jewry Wall from this
circumstance—it had always been considered that in Leicester and
other ancient towns in the country, there was one part of the town
to which the Jews were compelled by their Christian neighbours to
resort and there confine themselves. In mediaeval times so strong
was the antipathy of Christians towards the Jews that they com
pelled all the Jews to seek some part of the town in which to
dwell—the least eligible place was considered good enough for the
Jews. He believed that site took its name from that circumstance.
In the paper he should read that evening he should show that it was
at least 600 years ago since the place ceased to be the resort of the
Jews; because 600 years ago a charter was granted by Simon de
Montfort that no Jew or Jews should thereafter to the end of time
inhabit or remain in the town of Leicester. There could be no
question that the walls were of Roman origin, for similar walls
were found throughout the country—at Silchester and at Wroxeter ;
at the latter place excavations had revealed important information
concerning the outlines of the ancient Roman city. But there
were architectural paradoxes about the Jewry Wall which those
who had devoted considerable attention to the subject were still
unable to solve. There were on that side the remains of four
arches of different widths and height; but if they could have seen
the other sides, before the adjoining factory was built, they would
have seen two arches only, the arches they then saw not being all
carried through. It had been found on examination that the piers
of the arches did not extend in the direction of the adjoining
church, and consequently that fabric had never extended towards
the church. At the lower part of the foundation there were what
appeared to be the remains of the original wall of the fabric. As
to the purpose of the building, his own conclusion—from an ex
amination of the building and from arguments which had suggested
themselves to him,—was that in the early period of the existence
of that building it was the western gateway to the ancient Roman
town of Leicester. Subsequently, in all probability when the place
became enlarged, the wall on the western side of the town was
taken down, and the intervening space between the wall and the
river was built over and occupied, the river—which was wider then
than now—forming the defence on that side. But that structure
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was made of such obstinate materials that it was not easy to pull
it down, and possibly no immediate purpose would have been
answered in its removal; so it was left and might very possibly
have formed a portion of another building at a later period of the
Koman occupation of the town. He thought there was evidence
that the wall at different times had served different purposes. In
confirmation of the theory that it formed originally the western
gateway, Mr. Thompson pointed out on a map of Leicester the
•positions and defences of the town, showing the north, south, and
east entrances, and that the "Jewry Wall" was the only possible
place where the town could be entered on the western side.
THE VEN. ARCHDEACON TROLLOPE pointed out, with a view to the
better understanding of the building, that the rough masonry now
presented to the eye was not the original face of the building,
which projected at least 2£ or 8 feet beyond the present face. They
would see from the excavations just made that what he said was
true. What the character of the original facing was he could not
say. It was quite possible it consisted of very large stones. He
might mention in connection with that a discovery made at Lincoln.
In the course of some excavations they came across the remains of
a Eoman arch which had been long destroyed, and some of the
stones revealed the fact that they had been fixed together with
clamps, no mortar or cement having been used. They were pierced
at each end, and pieces of iron were then put in and the hole filled
up with lead.
REV. J. G. JOYCE said he had no doubt at all that the wall was
originally the western gate of the city. It appeared to him to be
the remains of a gateway which had been altered or rebuilt. At
the lower end of it they would see the place where the first gate
way was made, perfectly defined. The previous day they had
pierced down to a depth of 15 feet, and without getting to the
bottom of the ancient wall; but from that depth of 15 feet were to
their astonishment thrown up pieces of modern brick, so that the
ground must have been previously opened to ascertain the depth of
the wall. (Several gentlemen remarked that was the case.) It
seemed to him that the first gateway had been much lower. He
could not, however, suppose that the Roman street was fourteen
feet below the present level; as, if it were, the niches in the wall,
which were probably intended for the reception of the figures of
deities would have been entirely out of reach. He considered that
had been a gateway, because a road coming from the Fosse-road
into the town would go straight through one of those openings;
and because a line drawn as far as they could ascertain from the
angle on the north to the angle on the south would pass through
the axis of that wall. Therefore, taking the two facts together,
there could hardly be a doubt that that would be the proper site
for the gate, and indeed that that was the gate.

BOMAN LEICESTER.

55

MB. J. H. PARKER, F.S.A., said from his experience in Rome-he
was inclined to think the structure was part of a gate house, or a
kind of barbican, but not a gateway. In point of construction it
was of the time of Constantine, or the fourth century; being late
Eoman work.
MR. M. H. BLOXAM, F.S.A., agreed with Mr. Parker in attribut
ing the work to the 4th century.
ROMAN LEICESTER. At a Meeting of the Section of Antiquities held on
the Morning of 27th July.

THE REV. J. G. JOYCE, said he had been requested to say a
few words on the Roman town of Leicester. The first thing to
which he would call attention was the formation of the town Raise,
which appeared to have been built in the form of a parallelogram.
One could now trace in the formation of the streets pretty clearly
what it was. It was alluded to the previous day by Mr. Thompson,
when speaking of the Jewry Wall, and appeared to have ranged
direct north to south and east to west. The fact that it was a
parallelogram involved a circumstance of great antiquarian interest.
The Romans were a people who generally located themselves in
some settlement which would be advantageous for opposition to
their enemies, and that was fully borne out by his experience at
the excavations which had been carried on under his superinten
dence at Silchester. There they could not find two sides the same
length. The wall on one side was twenty-one feet high, and a
piece of superb, massive masonry, but still built in a curious irregu
lar fashion. It was quite evident that the Romans occupied
Silchester at a very early period, and that in measuring out their
settlement there they got into an altogether irregular figure, other
encampments being of a rectangular shape. In Leicester they found
something very different. It was clear that here the ground was
measured by soldiers, who took their own standard, and measured
from that to form an encampment. He had not had time to ascer
tain the relative lengths of the sides of this parallelogram. The
town Ratae was entered by gates on four sides, and yesterday they
saw the Jewry Wall, about which there 'was great doubt as to
whether it was one of the gates or not. With great submission to
the opinion of the high authorities who were then present, he still
held to the opinion that it was one of the gates. [The speaker
here displayed a map of the town, and showed where there formerly
stood an ancient bridge, and stated that a person entering the town
from the Fosse Road would cross this bridge, and come up a main
street leading direct to the Jewry Wall.] He had made enquiries
as to the discovery of any pavement in that neighbourhood, and he
found that there was some tesselated pavement not far from the
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wall, but on a lower level, and he was of opinion that that pave
ment, now five feet below the surface, was on the level of the old
Roman street at a very ancient time. There was a very great
difference with regard to the levels. In some parts of Silchester
they had Roman remains at only about six inches below the present
surface, while in other parts they were as much as twenty feet
below. Supposing that to be one of the gates, the centre of the
Roman town would be where Highcross-street now stood. Now
Highcross-street had a thoroughfare called Blue Boar-lane running
into it. That street—Highcross-street—ran from the south or the
north to the middle of the Roman town, and he was astonished to
hear, in answer to his inquiries, that all along this unbroken line
from the North bridge, there had been found, and there still existed
underground, the front wall of the houses of the Roman town.
The next question was, how they were to ascertain where the
Market-place or Forum was, and the public buildings where the
magistrates and ministers of justice met. Whenever the Romans
settled in a place, they always retained and reproduced their
municipal character and institutions. At Silchester, they had dis
covered the most interesting Roman remains, perhaps, that had
been found anywhere, clearly indicating the position of the build
ing used as a Court of Justice, as a market, and for other public
purposes. In Blue Boar Lane [? Shambles Lane]* had been dis
covered ranges of pillars, of which he produced a drawing. These
pillars were found at equal distances from each other, and were of
equal size—being each 21 inches in diameter. These Roman
Forums were generally erected at the intersecting point of the
main streets of the town, and it was just in such a position that
these pillars were discovered a few years ago, and he thought it was
extremely likely that they had been the pillars of the Forum of the
ancient town Ratse, as they were found in the exact position in
which the Romans were accustomed to erect that building. He
was told that they were found in the exact position in which they
were shown in the drawing, and they would see that between two
of the pillars—exactly in the centre—was a large stone, and from
its appearance it was evident that that stone had delivered a stream
of water from these pillars into the streets of the town. He had
also found that these pillars were coated with lead. Strange as it
might seem, it was nevertheless true; it was lead, and nothing
else. He had that morning very carefully examined it, and
weighed it, and found that it really was lead; and the only con
clusion that he could arrive at was that the Romans covered the
bottom of the pillars with some pigment, such as white lead, and
that it had remained upon them ever since. He hardly liked to
guess at such things, but he might tell them for a fact that from
the western corner of the street to where these pillars were found,
* Now called S. Nicolas Street.
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was 870 feet; it was hardly likely that the Forum would be so
large as that, but he thought they might venture to say that 320
feet of that distance was occupied by the ancient building. With
regard to the period when the city of Ratse was occupied, he might
say that, in general, coins were not altogether reliable authority,
since they might have been brought into the place and dropped by
soldiers centuries after they were coined. But they would find
that a coin had been discovered in a villa in the Cherry Orchard,
which was well embedded in the mortar of one of its walls; and
when they found a coin in that position—one which had not been
in use very long, and had the appearance of not having been much
in circulation—it was reliable authority ; and he found from this
that it was dated in the reign of Vespasian. This town had been
very prolific in pavements, but generally of an inferior quality, and
of a late date. There was in the Museum a piece of piping, which
was supposed to have been used as a water-pipe by the Romans;
but after having carefully examined it, he was of opinion that it
had been used for a totally different purpose, viz., that it had been
used as a conveyance of heat or air in one of the hypocausts of
those days. He hoped if any more of those things were found,
some local antiquary would have a drawing taken of the precise
position in which they were found. There was one circumstance
which rendered the study of the past history of this town very
interesting to them. It was recorded that two Christians were
martyred in Leicester, and their names were given; and he had no
doubt that on the spot where those pillars had been found, others
had had to stand before a Roman judge, and had laid down their
lives for the faith they now professed. That circumstance would
give a deeper interest in the discovery of Roman relics here, would
show them how completely their civilization had outgrown that of
Roman, and would lead them to thank God that they lived in
Christian times.
The Ven. ABCHDEACON TEOLLOPE said, before they expressed
their heartfelt thanks to Mr. Joyce for his most interesting address,
he wished to make one remark with regard to the supply of water
to Roman towns. The opinion generally prevailed that the early
Romans were not acquainted with the force pump, but he was con
vinced, from discoveries that had come under his notice, that they
were not only acquainted with the principle of the force-pump, but
that they put the principle into practice.
ME. CLAEK alluded to the peculiar formation of some Roman
and British encampments near Gloucester.
ME. JAS. THOMPSON said he had listened with the greatest
possible pleasure to the very able and interesting address delivered
by Mr. Joyce, who had for years superintended excavations in an
ancient Roman city in Hampshire, near to Silchester. But there
was this difference between Silchester and Leicester: Silchester
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was a city which had never been occupied since the Roman times,
while Leicester had been occupied by the Saxons, the Danes, and
the Normans, and lastly by the busy, enterprising population of the
present day. In the one place they had only to open the earth and
find an ancient city in the same position as it was built, while in
the other they had to search for the remains of Roman erections
under the foundations of modern or mediaeval buildings. For
tunately, since enquiries had been instituted in an earnest scientific
spirit, a greater interest had been created in these things in
Leicester than was experienced before. He felt that after the
address of Mr. Joyce, they were much nearer to a solution of two
difficulties than they were before. One was with regard to the site
of the Forum of ancient Leicester, and the other with regard to the
Jewry Wall. He thought it was now pretty generally admitted
that the facts elicited went to strengthen the belief that that wall
was the western gate to the old Roman city. With regard to the
Forum, he saw the columns to which Mr. Joyce had alluded, and
they were found in exactly the position in which they were repre
sented by Mr. Joyce, who had done much to clear away the
obscurity which had surrounded the subject. These pillars were
found just in that position in which d priori they would have ex
pected to find them, had they been looking for the ancient Forum
of the Romans. It was a curious fact also, which Mr. Joyce
omitted to mention, that there had also been found a Roman tank
or water trough, and he had some conversation with the late Mr.
Fairhold shortly after his visit to Pompeii; and he assured him
that during his investigations there it was by no means uncommon
to find, at the intersections of main streets, public tanks or water
troughs. There was another fact to which he would call attention,
and that was the large quanity of made-earth which was to be met
with in various parts of Leicester. This he accounted for by the
fact that the Danes who occupied this town were a very destructive
people, always burning the towns they captured, and the same
thing having occurred over and over again, the debris was thrown
about, and thus arose the large quantity of made-earth that was to
be found now. He would also mention the milestone that was at
the present time in the Museum. This milestone distinctly indi
cated that its position was three miles from Ratse, and the date,
that of Hadrian, was most distinctly inscribed on it. This was a
most interesting object to antiquaries, and if any member of the
Institute left Leicester without calling at the Museum to see it, he
thought they would be making a very great mistake. About 80
years ago, there was another object of great interest to Roman
antiquaries found in Leicester—a portion of a common sewer.
This was filled with broken earthenware and other Roman relics,
and it exactly resembled one still in existence at Lincoln.
The Yen. ARCHDEACON TBOLLOPE mentioned the fact that in
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the discoveries which were made of ancient Roman castles and
convents, it was generally found that there was a subterranean
passage, which was said to be a means of communication between
one and the other. The fact was that it was nothing more than a
large drain to carry off the sewerage from the various buildings.
He simply mentioned this that in the future they might hear the
stories about subterranean passages leading to conventual institu
tions not far off with a good-natured smile.]

September 26th, 1870.
THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.
The following gentlemen were elected members:—Mr. Job
Foster, Leicester; and Mr. Tait, architect, Leicester.
MB. JOHN HUNT, of Thurnby, produced a large series of photographs,»drawings, rubbings, and etchings, illustrative of the ancient
parish church of Thurnby, lately in great part taken down previous to
its re-erection. Mr. Hunt also read detailed notes upon the old
structure, carefully noting the various objects of interest uncovered
during its demolition. These showed traces of the Roman and
the Saxon, as well as the more recent medieval occupancy of
the spot.*

November 28th, 1870.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
The following gentlemen were admitted members :—Clifford
Chaplin, Esq., Asfordby Hall; Mr. William Barber and Mr. G.
Nattress, both of Leicester, architects; and Mr. Samuel Barfield,
of Leicester, sculptor. The following antiquities, &c., were
exhibited:—
By Mr. FLETCHER, of Belvoir Castle, a photograph of an ancient
carved stone, now inserted in the porch of Knipton Church.
Judging from the character of the sculpture (which was not very
distinctly given in the photograph), it was thought to belong to
the late Norman period.
By ME. BARNARD, a fine gold Portuguese coin, lately found in
excavating near Wellingborough. Mr. North said few numis
matists had noticed or written upon the coins of Portugal. He
believed the coin shown was a half loe—value in English currency
* These will be found hereafter incorporated in Mr. Hunt's Paper on Thurnby Churoh.
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about 85s. 6d. It was issued by John V., of Portugal (styled by
himself "His Faithful Majesty"), in the year 1734, and bore for
mint mark the letter M. Obverse—loannes V., D.G. Port, et
Alg. Rex. Keverse—The arms of Portugal, surmounted by
a crown.
The Eev. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., communicated the following
Paper:—
THE BISHOPRIC OF PETERBOROUGH AND ITS
PRELATES.
WHEN cities were at first converted to Christianity, the Bishops
were first elected by the clergy and people, but as the number of
Christians increased, this was found to be inconvenient, for great
tumults were raised, and sometimes murders were committed at
such popular elections. To prevent such disorders, the emperors
being then Christians, reserved the election of Bishops to them
selves, but the Bishop of Rome, who, in course of time, became
head of the church, did not wish the Bishops to be dependent
upon princes, and therefore managed that the canons in Cathedral
Churches should have the election of their Bishops, which elections
were usually confirmed at Rome. In England, in the Saxon times,
all ecclesiastical dignities were conferred by the king in parliament.
Pope Hildebrand (temp. William the Conqueror) was the first
that opposed this way of making Bishops in England, and called a
council of one hundred and ten Bishops, and excommunicated not
only the emperor, Henry IV., but all prelates whatsoever that
received investiture at the hands of the emperor, or of any layman,
by the delivery of the ring and staff. Malmesbury says that
Lanfranc was made Archbishop of Canterbury by the beforementioned means, but the Saxon Annals state that he was chosen
by the senior monks of that church, together with the laity and
clergy of England, in the king's great council.
But Anselm did not scruple to accept the Archbishopric by the
delivery of the ring and staff, at the hands of William II., although
he was never chosen by the monks of Canterbury. Yet Anselm
was the man who afterwards contested the matter with Henry I.,
who yielded to him in this matter. King John granted, by com
mon consent of the barons, that the Bishops should be elected by
the chapter, which election by the chapter was to be a free election,
but founded on the king's conge d'elire and afterwards to have the
royal assent, and that confirmation and consecration should be in
the power of the Pope.
By 26th Edward III., sec. 6, it was enacted that " The free
elections of Archbishops, Bishops, and all other dignities and
benefices elected in England, shall hold from henceforth in the
manner as they were granted by the king's progenitors and the
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ancestors of other lords, founders of the said dignities and other
benefices, and in case that reservation, collation, or provision.be
made by the court of Rome, of any Archbishopric, Bishopric, dignity,
or other benefice, in disturbance of the free elections aforesaid, the
king shall have for that time the collations to the Archbishopric,
and other dignities elective which be of his advowry, such as his
progenitors had before that free election was granted."
By 25th Henry VIII., c. 50, all papal jurisdiction was taken
away, by which it was enacted—That no person shall be presented
and nominated to the Bishop of Rome, or to the see of Rome, for
the office of an Archbishop or Bishop; but the same shall utterly
cease and be no longer used within this realm.
By the 1st Edward VI., c. 2, all Bishoprics were made donative
again as formerly they had been. But this statute was afterwards
repealed, and the matter was brought back again, and still rests
upon the 25th Henry VIII., c. 20.
When a Bishop dies, or is translated, the dean and chapter cer
tify the Queen thereof in chancery, and pray leave of Her Majesty
to make election. The Queen then grants a license to them under
the great seal to elect the persons, whom by her letters missive she
has appointed : and they are to choose no other. Within six and
twenty days after the receipt of this license they are to proceed to
election. If they refuse to elect, then the Queen may nominate a
person by her letters patent. In making a Bishop these things are
requisite—election, confirmation, consecration, and investiture.
Upon election the Bishop is only a Bishop nomine, and not in re,
for he has no power of jurisdiction before consecration.
Bishops hold their seats in the house in a double capacity, as
Bishops and likewise as barons by tenure. In the tenth year of
Henry EL, it was declared by the constitutions of Clarendon, that
Bishops, and all other persons who hold of the king "in capite,"
have their possessions of him "sicut Baroniam, et sicut cseteri
Barones debent interesse judiciis curiae Regis," &c. And they
ought to sit there likewise as Bishops, i.e., not only as spiritual
persons, vested with a power only to ordain and confirm, &c., but
as they are governors of the church, and it is for this very reason
that, in the vacancy of a Bishopric, the guardian of the spiritualities
is summoned to the parliament in the room of the Bishop : the new
Bishops of Bristol, Chester, Oxford, and our own Bishop of Peter
borough, which were made by Henry VIII., have no baronies, but
sit in the house as Bishops of those sees by the writ of the king.
BISHOPS.
That there were Bishops in England long before the time of
Augustine is quite clear, the Bishops of York, London, and Col
chester having been present at the Council of Aries, A.D. 814, but
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after the Saxon invasion they were driven out of this country, and
compelled to take refuge in Gallia, Armorica, and in the fastnesses
of Wales and Cornwall, and the seven British Bishops who attended
the Council of Worcester A.D. 601, gave Augustine to understand
that they were independent of the Pope and subject to a Metropolitan
of their own—(Bede Hist. lib. 2, c. 2.)—a dignity which was suc
cessively vested in the sees of Llandaff, Caerleon, and St. David's.
Before the year 1085 spiritual and secular jurisdictions were so
mingled together that the Bishop sat in the hundred court; but by
Royal Mandate about that time, they became distinct and inde
pendent of each other. Subsequently each Bishop had a separate
court, and also a prison for delinquent clerks, &c.
In his parochial visitations, the retinue of a Bishop was limited
to the number of twenty or thirty attendants, with their horses,
which were to be entertained for a night and a day; but in later
times a composition in money was received instead.
A Bishop was expected to be resident in his diocese at least
upon the principal festivals, and on the Sundays in Advent and
Lent. In the event of his ordaining priests without a title, he
might be compelled to retain them till they could be otherwise
provided for.
There were about sixteen episcopal sees at the period of Bede's
death, and the same number at the Conquest: soon after which
many of them were translated from mere villages to populous
towns (Bed. His. v. 24).
The succession of our Bishops may be seen in Le Neve's Fasti,
Heylin's Titles of Honour, Stubb's Episcopal Succession, and their
biographies in Malmsbury's De Gestis Pontificum Anglorum, God
win's De Prcesulibus Angliee, and Wharton's Anglia Sacra.
According to Archbishop Theodore's Canons at Hartford, A.D.
673, no Bishop shall invade the parish of another, and that foreign
Bishops and clergy shall not be permitted to exercise any sacerdotal
functions without the permission of the Bishop in whose parish
they sojourn.—Can. 2, 6. With respect to precedence, every Bishop
is to " observe the time, and order of his consecration."
From the Excerptions of Egbert, Archbishop of York, A.D. 750,
we find "that the Bishop shall sit in the church higher than the
bench of priests: but when he is in the house, let him know that
he is their colleague."—Ex. 27.
Let a Bishop be ordained (if possible) by all the Bishops of the
province, at all events not by fewer than three.—Ex. 98.
From the Constitutions of Richard de Poor, Bishop of Sarum,
A.D. 1223, we find the following: " Since on account of their many
occupations, or corporal infirmities, Bishops are not sufficient of
theniselves to minister unto the people the Word of God, it has
been decreed by the Lateran Council, that they may appoint proper
ministers to the office of preaching. We command therefore that
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when delegated by us, they come to your parishes, and edify the
people by their preaching and example, ye supply them with all
things necessary for their support." The whole diocese was
anciently considered the Bishop's parish, and all the priests only
as his delegates in the cure of souls.
In the Convocation of the Province of Canterbury, A.D. 1529, it
was declared "That all Bishops should be present at their Cathedral
Churches, Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, that they would make
a circuit of their dioceses at proper times, reforming monasteries
and hospitals, extirpating heresies, and sowing the word of life in
the field of the Lord. The conferring orders, or benefices, and
instituting curates, let them be much more diligent and vigilant
than hitherto, lest inefficient persons should be admitted to the
cure of souls even for a time. Let them also compel rectors to
reside upon their benefices, utterly revoking any permission which
may have been given to let out these benefices for money: let them
restrain the exactions and severity of their officials, and take care
that rectors and vicars either preach, or cause sermons frequently
to be preached in their churches. Such of the clergy as shall be
convicted in the presence of the laity of detestable crimes, let them
condemn to even perpetual imprisonment: coercing such clerks as
hunt and hawk, and recalling indecent or dissolute clerks to devout
exercises and a holy coversation."
By a Canon made in King Edgar's reign, A.D. 960, it was
ordered that a priest be not a hunter, a hawker, or a drinker, yet
among the Jura. Eccl. Cant. A. S., Vol. I., 88, it is said the
Archbishop shall have the best nag of the Bishop of Rochester,
when he dies, and his kennel of hunting dogs: and that the King
shall have the same of the Archbishop when he dies.
The Bishopric of Peterborough was erected in the 33rd year of
the reign of King Henry VTII., 1542, with a dean and chapter.
He granted the Abbey Church of Peterborough to be their Cathedral,
gave the Bishop the Abbot's House and a close called the Bulldike cum Pertinentiis, containing four acres, and to the dean and
chapter all the rest of the site and circuit of the monastery to be
held by them for ever.
The King granted to John Chambers, Bishop of Peterborough,
all those Manors of Burghbury, Eye, Singlecoat, Northam, Witherington, Walton, Paston, Grunthorpe, and Southorpe: the Hundred of
Nassaburgh, and about 200 acres of meadow and pasture land called
Sheepcote Leys, Titehill Yard, Edgerley and Plodhill Meadows:
100 acres of wood called Eastwood in Eye, and 246 acres of wood
in Burghbury cum Pertinentiis, Desthorpe East Field, and Newark,
all parcel of the possessions of Peterborough late Monastery : with
some tithes in Eye, Paston, Gunthorpe, Helpstone, Eton, and
Wittering, parcel of Peterborough Abbey possessions: and advowsons of the patronage of the Eectories of Castor, Barnack, Paston
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and Polebroke, and the Vicarage of Peterborough, the Manor of
Thurlby, co. Lincoln, and advowson of Scotter Rectory, co. Lincoln :
and the advowson of Irthlingborough Deanery, co. Northampton,
and the chantries in that College, and advowson of St. John
Baptist's Chapel in Stamford, with all those messuages in St.
Gregory's and St. Bride's parishes in London, parcel of the late
Monastery of Peterborough, and the advowson of South Collingham,
co. Nottingham, with all rights and privileges belonging to the
appurtenances Habend. to the said Bishop and his successors in
puram et perpetuam Elymosynum.
What these respective lands were valued, at the foundation,
appears from a MS. in the Lambeth Library, No. 639, fol. 57,
which gives the following account:—
THE LATE ERECTED BlSHOPRICK OF PETERBOKOUGH.

The yerely revenues and possessions, as well temporal as
spiritual, appointed by the King's Majestie to the said late erected
Bishoprick of Peterburghe, in the county of Northampton, which
before were parcell of the possessions of the late Monastery of
Peterburghe, at the time of the Surrender and Dissolution thereof,
as followethe :—

The County of Northampton Temporalities.
The Houses and Edifices within the precincte of the late Monasterie of Peterburgh, called the Abbots side, is worthe
clere by yere, nil: because that is
assigned and reserved for the Bishop
and never were rented.....................
Parcel of Demayne Landes Medowes and
Pastures of the said late Monastery,
appointed to the said Bishop, is worthe
clerely by yere ..............................
The Maner of Burghbury, is worth clier
by yere .......................................
The Maner of Eye with his membres, ys
worth clier by yere over and besides the
spiritualities.................................
The Maner of Witherington is worth clier
by yere .......................................
The Maner of "Walton is worth clier by yere
The Maner of Paston, over and beside the
spiritualities, is worth clier by yere ...
The Maner of Gunthorpe, ys worth clier by
yere, over and besides the spiritualities

£.

o.

s.

d.

o.

o.

xxvii. xvii.

viii.

cix. xviii.

ix.

Ixi.

xvii.

iv.

xxv.
xvii.

iv.
ii.

ix.
ix.

viii.

ix.

o.

x.

ix.

v.
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£.

s.

d.

vii.

vi.

iii.

o.

vii.

vi.

o.

iii.

viii.

o.
o.

o.
vi.

vi.
x.

xix.

iii.

xi.

cclxxxxviii.

x.

vi.

v.

vi.

viii.

i.

xiii.

iiii.

x.
i.

o.
vi.

o.
viii.

o.

vi.

viii.

XVlll.

Xlll.

IV.

The Maner of Sowthorp, ys worth clier by
yere ..........................................
The Eentes of Fermes in Helpestone ys
worth clier by yere, over and besides
the spiritualities ...........................
The Rentes yn Badington, ys worth clier
by yere .................................:.....
The Rentes in Multon, ys worth clier by
yere ..........................................
The Rentes in Etton, ys worth clier by yere
The Hundred of Nassborough, ys worth
clier by yere.................................

Spiritualities.
The Chapel of Eye ys worth clier by yere
The Spiritualities in Paston, that is to say
Pensions and Portions.....................
The Spiritualities in Gunthorpe, ys worth
clier by yere.................................
The Spiritualities yn Helpstone clier by yere
An annual Pension going out of the Church
of Wittering .................................

In all Co. of Northampton of both Tem
poralities and Spiritualities............... cccxxvii.
iii.
County of Lincoln Temporalities.
The Manner of Thurlby with his membres,
be worth clierly by yere ..................
xxxvi.
vii.
County of Middlesex Temporalities.
The Rentes and Fermes withyn the Suburbes
of London be worth clier by yere ......
xv.
o.
The clier yerely value or summ total of all
the possessions as well Temporal as
Spiritual, appointed to the said Bishoprick of Peterburgh by the Kings Majesfcie—
Temporalities ...... cccxlix. xviii.
Spiritualities ......
xviii.
xiii.
Total ............ ccclxviii.
F

xi.

VOL. IV.

x.
viii.
o.

ii.
iv.
vi.
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Whereof deducted for Tenths & First Fruits
to be answered to the King's Majestie his
heirs and successors for ever, into His
Highnesses Court of Augmentation, &c.

xxxiii.

And so remaineth to the said Bishop and
his successors .............................. cccxxxvK.

vi.

v.

v«.

id.

The Bishop of Peterborough is patron of Scotter Kectory, co.
Lincoln; South Collingham Rectory, co. Nottingham, and of
Barnack, Polebrook, Paston, and Castor Rectories, Northampton
shire (though the last is annexed to the Bishopric); also the
Vicarage of St. John Baptist's Church in Peterborough, and the
Archdeaconry of Northampton ; and, by the gift of Queen Mary,
has the advowson of the six Prebends in his Cathedral. His pay
ments for First Fruits is £414. 17s. 8£d., (as in Ecton,) being
above what the original endowment was by King Henry Vlii.,
and there is no deduction made for what Bishop Seamier alienated.
(Vide Seamier No. 3.)
By an order in Council, on the recommendation of the Eccle
siastical Commissioners, August 21st, 1837, it was decreed that
upon the first avoidance of the See of Peterborough, the whole
county of Leicester, and part of the said diocese of Lincoln, shall
be absolutely detached and dissevered from the same diocese, and
shall be and become permanently annexed and united to, and
included in and form part of the said diocese of Peterborough : and
that the said Archdeaconry, and all parishes and places, churches
and chapels within the limits thereof, and the present and every
future Archdeacon thereof, and all rural deans, and the whole
clergy and others her Majesty's subjects within the same, shall be
thenceforth exempted and released from all jurisdiction, authority,
and control of the Bishop of Lincoln, and shall be under and
subject to the jurisdiction, authority, and control of the Bishop of
Peterborough for the time being: and that the right of appointing
the Archdeacon of Leicester shall thereon be vested in the Bishop
of Peterborough, and his successors, Bishops of Peterborough, for
ever. After such avoidance of the said See of Peterborough, in
order to raise the average yearly income of the Bishop of Peter
borough for the time being to the sum of £4500, as near as may
be, there shall be paid by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, to the
Bishop then succeeding to the said See of Peterborough, and his
successors, Bishops of Peterborough for the time being, the fixed
annual sum of £1150, by equal half-yearly payments.
The present patronage of the Bishop of Peterborough is
as follows :—
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The Archdeaconries of North
£
ampton, the Chancellorship, Leicester, St. John, PC
300
and all the Canonries in the
St. Luke, PC
200
Cathedral.
£ Lyddington V, c. CaldeApethorpe c. Wood Newton,
cote, C ..................... 800
PC........................... 210 Nassington, V, c. Yarwell, C 300
Barnack, R ..................1025 Northampton, St. Edmund,
Brixworth, V ............... 350
PC, alt. ..................... 300
Castor, R ..................... 761 Orton, V
250
Duddiugton, PC ............ 115 Paston, R..................... 444
Empingham, V............... 400 Peterborough, St. John Bap
Evington, V .................. 80
tist, V. ... 575
Eye, .PC ..................... 312 ——————— St. Mark, PC 300
Farthingstone, R ............ 285 ——————— St. Paul ...... 300
Gretton, V .................. 400 Polebrook, R.................. 500
Hannington, R ............... 300 Sibbertoft, V.................. 400
Hugglescote c. Donnington,
Sudborough, R............... 400
PC........................... 440 Sutton, PC .................. 239
Ibstock, R..................... 731 Thorpe Acre, PC ............ 150
Isham, R ..................... 500 Uppingham .................. 661
Kilsby
300 Upton, PC..................... 239
Leicester, All Saints, V
156 Walgrave, R .................. 500
————— St. Martin, V
140 Waphenham, R............... 400
—————— St. Mary, V
300 Welford, V .................. 230
St. Nicholas, V... 150 Werrington, PC ............ 222
St. Andrew, PC 300 Winwick, R .................. 530
St. Matthew, V 200 Woodville, PC ............... 116
in the diocese of Peterborough.
Baston, V, £156; Bluntisham, R, £1010; Buckden, V, £254;
Foxton, V, £79; Fulbourn, All Saints, V, £288; Ickleton, V, £85;
Icklesham, V, £450; Offord Cluny, R, £370; Stilton, R, £400;
in the Diocese of Ely.
Brightlingsea, V, £213; Canewden, V, £495; Harpenden, PC,
£710; Hemel Hempstead, V, £709; Paglesham, R, £524; Puttenham, R, £166; Wheathampstead, R, £730; all in the Diocese
of Rochester: and Scotter, R, £974; and South Collingham, V,
both in the Diocese of Lincoln.
After the death of the present Bishop of Winchester, the follow
ing livings will be added to the patronage of the Bishop of Peter
borough :—Abthorpe, V, (alternate,) £300; Belgrave, V, £150;
Long Auckby, V, £250; Pytchley, V, £105; Towcester, V, £300;
all in the Diocese of Peterborough.
1. John Chambers, B.D., last Abbot of Peterborough, was
consecrated first Bishop of that See, October 23rd, 1541. He
was educated at Cambridge, and, having enjoyed the Bishopric
for about fourteen years, he died at Peterborough (where he
was born) the latter end of February, 1555, and was buried
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in the Cathedral March 5 following, where, daring his abbacy,
he had erected for himself a monument between two pillars, on
the south aide, above the Bishop's throne in the choir, and fixed
this epitaph upon it:—
" Credo quod Rederpptor meus vivit, et in novissimo Die de Terra surrecturus sum, et in Came raea videbo Deum Salvatorem meum. Reposita est
heo apes mea in sinu meo. Moritur Die —— Anno Domini —— inillesimo
quiagentesimo."

At the foot of the tomb these verses—
" En pias, en validus Pastor jacet bic Johannes
Burgh Burgo natus, ac domus hujus Apex;
Cni caro, Mundus, Opes cesserunt, id genus omne:
Preelia divinus carnea Vincit Amor.
Ordinis infestos redigens sub vindice Mores,
Dum comes ipse fuit norma locique decor.
Pauperimos ditans, lapsis peccata remittens,
Mitibns ipsi plus, asperimus rigidis.
Sin, lege, funde Preces, Deus est cui singula cedunt;
Die velit ipse dare celica Regna sibi."

In his will, dated Dec. 31, 1554, proved Dec. 3, 1556, he
appointed to be buried at-Peterborough, where he had fixed his
tomb, and gave a pix and two silver candlesticks to the Cathedral,
£20 to Peterborough bridge, £20 to the reparations of the
Cathedral, and £20 at his burial to the poor of Peterborough,
and his other manors.
2. The next Bishop of Peterborough was David Pole, LL.D.,
Fellow of All Souls, Oxford, who was Chaplain to King Henry the
Eighth, Rector of East Dereham, Norfolk, Chancellor of the
Diocese of Lichfield, Archdeacon of Salop and Derby, Canon of
Exeter, and Dean of Arches. He became provided by the Pope
April 5, 1556, had the custody of the Temporalities delivered to
him Dec. 24, 1556, and was consecrated Aug. 15, 1557. He was
deprived of his Bishopric by Queen Elizabeth, and detained some
time in custody, but at length released.
In his will, dated May 17, and proved July 6, 1568, he names
no place of burial, but leaves it to his executors, who were his own
Archdeacon, Dr. Binnesley, and — Wilkinson. He died in London,
June, 1568, and was probably interred in St. Paul's Cathedral.
He bequeathed his books at London and Peterborough, to All
Souls College Library, Oxford.
3. Edmund Seamier, B.D., born at Gressingham, Lancashire,
and educated at St. Peter's College, Cambridge, Chaplain to Arch
bishop Parker, and Prebendary of York and Westminister, conse
crated Bishop of Peterborough February 16, 1560. He for ever
alienated from this see as follows,—the hundred of Nassaburgh,
and the liberties and goal thereunto belonging, and the Manors of
Thirlby and Southorpe, without any recompense, or receiving any
thing in exchange, as other bishops did, which, as it is said,
prepared his translation to a better Bishopric, viz., that of Norwich,
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anno 1584, to make other concessions, where dying May 7, 1594,
he was buried in Norwich Cathedral, with the following inscription,
erected to his memory since the restoration, by James Seamier, his
great grandson, in place of that which had been placed over him
by his son, and was demolished in the rebellion :—
" Deo Sacrum: Monunientum Edmoudi Seamier sub Maria Confessoris, eub
Elizabetha Prsesulis, primum Petrobul'gensis, post raodum Norwicensis, Memorise
Extructum. Furore autem, et Immfinitate Temporum circa A.D. 1651, dissipatnm :
Pietate ultima et Sumptibus Jacob! Scamleri (Nepotis) de Wolterton in Agro
Norfolciensi Armigeri, restauravit Jacobus Seamier, Pronepos. A.D. 1091."
" Vivo tibi, moriorque tibi, tibi Christe resurgam
Te quia justificas Christe, prebendo fide.
Hinc abeat Mortis Terror, mihi, Christe, Redemptor,
Es mihi jam lucrum, et Tu, pie Christe, Salus."

Alienations of the Lands of the Bishopric of Peterborough,
by Bishop Seamier,
£. s.
Sale of Lands in 1647.
Parcel of Borough Berrie Manor, of Peter
borough, sold to Walter Pye for ...... 467 9
Parcel of Thwites Manor at Peterborough,
,, 14.
82 0
sold to EobertHenson ..................
Parcel of Borough Berrie Manor, sold to
Feb. 24.
John Bellamy, for........................ 389 19
Mar. 20. The Episcopal Palace at Peterboro, sold
to James Russell for ..................... 3122 0
1648.
June 23. Three Tenements in Peterborough Court,
Fleet-street, London, sold to William
Stamford and Robert Brome for ...... 459 10
Septr. 22. Parcel of Borough Manor, sold to Thos.
Baynard for .............................. 146 6

Jan. 7.

Four Tenements in Peterborough Court,
London, sold to Edward Woodford for 255 0
A Messuage called The Eagle and Child,
Feb. 7.
in Fleet-street, London, sold to Joseph
71 5
Coxwell for ...............................
March 23. Gunthorpe and Twaits Manors, sold to
George Smith for ........................ 613 3
,, Witherington Manor, sold to Sir William
,,
Roberts for................................. 1077 10
„ 24. Fee Farm of Thirlby Manor, sold to
Henry Price for........................... 1113 10
Sept. 26. Eye Manor sold to John Bellamy for ... 96801
1649.
Sept. 28. The Bell, &c., Carter-lane, London, sold
to Thomas Massan for .................. 78010

Jan. 24.

d.
6
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
5£
6
0
5
0
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£. s. d.
Manor of Borough—Berrie cum Pertinentiis, co. Northampton, sold to
Walter St. John, John Thurlow,
Thos. Matthews for ..................... 2982 13 9
Total of Sale of Lands .........£12729 13

4. Richard Howland, S.T.P., born at Newport Ponds, Essex, in
September, 1540, first Master of Magdalen College, and afterwards
of St. John's College, Cambridge, Rector of Stathern, in the county
of Leicester, was consecrated Bishop of Peterborough, March 16,
1584. He was greatly recommended by the Earl of Huntingdon,
Lord President of the North (in the year 1594) to the Archbishopric
of York, but did not obtain that preferment. He died at Castor,
in June, 1600, and was buried in Peterborough Cathedral, without
any inscription to his memory.
5. Thomas Dove, S.T.P., Fellow of Pembroke Hall, Vicar of
Walden, Rector of Heyden, Essex, and Framlingham-cum-Saxstead,
Suffolk, and Dean of Norwich, was consecrated Bishop of Peter
borough, April 26, 1601. He obtained leave of Archbishop Abbot,
November, 1629, to demolish several buildings in his palace, as the
Monks' Hall and Abbot's Kitchen, which was prevented by his
death, which took place the next year at Peterborough, where he
was buried Aug. 30, 1630, in the Cathedral, with this inscription
on his monument, in the north transept:
" Sta Viator: quo Hospite glorietur elegans hsec Mortis Domus, ipsa pro se
loquitur, ipsa pro illo: quse ideo loqui didioit, ut sciant illi qui eo Ingratitudinis
inhumaniter obriguerunt, ut in Manes, in Urnas saevire studerunt, non defaturam
fatis Linguam quse doceat de Mortuis bene loqui. Vindex hoc et pium marmor
sacros Cineres tegit et sanctiorem Memoriam protegit, charissimum utrumque pignus
redditurum Domini Reverendissimi in Christo Patris Thoma: Dove, quern novit
Waldenum Ecclesiasten doctissimum, Nordovicum Decanum vigilantissimum, hsec
ipsa Ecclesia Episcopum piissimum cui postquam triginta Annismagno cum Uonore
prfcfuisset ad magnum ilium Animarum Episcopum transmigravit, bonus Pastor
translatus ab Ovibus in terris ad Agnum in Ccelis, quocum regnabit in saecula.
" Hoc me loqui voluit Gulielmus Dove, Eques Auratus, Optimi hujus Patris,
Filius natu maximus, Honoris et Pietatis Erg6."
" Carmine non opus est, sat sat praestabit abunde,
Si sat flere potest, ofliciosus etmor.
Vixit Epitaphium sibi, te sprevisse (Poeta)
Quam facile potent qui bene visit ? Abi.
Atque abeo! durum est Numeris aptare Dolorem,
Atque sequo Lacrymas currere posse Pede.
Me muto tibi non poterunt Monuments deesse,
Vivum quern soboles tarn numerosa refert.
Hoc addam: Hive ilia est senio Argentata Columba
Davidis, Ccelos bine petit inde suos.
Dixi: Musa loquax tanto non apta dolori,
Si non flere satis nostra, dolere potest.

6. William Peirse, S.T.P., Dean of Peterborough, succeeded
Thomas Dove, and was consecrated Bishop at Croydon Chapel, Oct.
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24, 1630. He was translated to the see of Bath and Wells in
December, 1632, of which see he died possessed, April, 1670. The
other preferments he enjoyed before he was Bishop, was a Canonry
of Christ Church, Oxford, in which city he was born, and educated
at Christ's Church, and, being made Chaplain to King, Bishop of
London (who had been Dean of Christ's Church), he obtained by
his influence a Prebend in St. Paul's Cathedral, the Kectory of St.
Antholins, London, and Vicarage of Northall, in the diocese of
London. He was privately buried at Walthamstow, Essex (where
he died), and had the following inscription upon his gravestone,
within the chancel communion rails:
" Hie jacet R. Prselatus, Gulielmus Peirse, qui a sede Petriburgensi ad Bathoniensem et Wellensem translatus fuit Anno Caroli primi octavo: a qua Temporum
Imquitate perturbatus, usque ad Reditum Caroli secundi restitutus Teraplum
Cathedrals Wellense reparavit: Episcopale Palatium exasdificavit, Geek's maturus,
Terris valedixit, anno setatis 94, Salutis 1670."

7. On the translation of William Peirse to Bath and Wells,
Augustine Lindsell, S.T.P., was elected Bishop of Peterborough.
He was born in Essex, Fellow of Clare Hall, Rector of Bigrave,
Hertfordshire; Melsworth, Hunts.; and Houghton, Durham;
Prebendary of Lincoln and Durham, and Dean of Lichfield. This
excellent Bishop was translated to Hereford, March 24, 1633,
but before that he got the Rectory of Castor perpetually annexed
to his Bishopric, to augment the income thereof. He died Nov.
6th, 1634.
8. Francis Dee, S.T.P., was the next Bishop of Peterborough.
He was a Londoner by birth, Fellow of St. John's College, Cam
bridge, Rector of All Hallows, Lombard Street, and Trinity the
Less, London, Dean and Prebendary of Chichester, and Chancellor
of the Church of Salisbury. He was consecrated to the Bishopric,
May 18, 1634, at Lambeth, by William Juxon, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and the Bishops of London, St. David's, Ely, and
Llandaff. He died October, 1638, and was buried in the choir of
Peterborough Cathedral, near the Bishop's throne, without any
memorial. He gave, by will, £100. to repair the Cathedral, and
bestowed on St. John's College the impropriate Rectory of Pagham,
in Sussex, for the maintenance of two fellows, and as many scholars,
to be elected out of Peterborough school.
9. John Towers, S.T.P., born in Norfolk, Fellow of Queen's
College, Cambridge; Rector of Castle Ashby and Yardley, North
amptonshire, by the gift of the Earl of Northampton, whose chaplain
he was, and by his interest made Prebendary of Westminster and
Dean of Peterborough, succeeded in the Bishopric, and was conse
crated March 8, 1638. He died January 10, 1648, and was buried
the next day in the Cathedral, by his predecessor, Bishop Dee.
10. After a vacancy of twelve years, Benjamin Laney, S.T.P.,
was consecrated Bishop of Peterborough, Dec. 2nd, 1660. He
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was born in Suffolk, Master of Pembroke Hall, Rector of Beriton,
Hants., Prebendary of Winchester and Westminster, and Dean of
Rochester. He soon after gave £100. towards repairing one. of the
great arches in the church porch, fallen down in the rebellion, and
was carrying on other great works, when he was translated, in
1663, to the Bishopric of Lincoln. He was made Bishop of Ely,
June 24, 1667. Laney was a person of generous spirit, gave
£500. towards the rebuilding of St. Paul's Cathedral. He in great
part rebuilt his palace at Ely, and gave £1500. to the poor of Ely
and Soham (the latter place he was Vicar of), the interest thereof
to the apprenticing of poor children.
He died January 24th, 1674, and was buried in Ely Cathedral,
in the south aisle of the presbytery, with this inscription on his
monument.
" P. M. Reverend! in Christo Patris Benjamini, hujus Ecclesise Episcopi a clara
Laneiorum gente in agro Suffolciensi oriundi. In cujus Eulogio grandiloqua Fama
didicit non mentiri. Nunquam melius quam in hoc Prsesule habitavit Aniraa; nunquam melior Meus Corpore: Facundia amabilis, Acumine terribilis, Eraditione
auctissirnus; et meruit Palmam et contempsit. Hunc Monarcbise et Hierarcbiae
ruine feriebant impavidum: bunc earundem Eestauratio ad Thronum Petroburgiensein, Lincolniensem, Eliensem extulit horrentem; et fidissimura Ecclesise reddidit
ter diguum Patrem. Tandem gravis annis, et Mtermt&ti matnrus, excessit immeritus
Viator, et quod in terris indignabatur, factus est in Coelis Compreliensor. Donatns
Jan. 24, A.D. 1674: /Etatis autem sute 84, Tumulo prope ab hoc pariete condebatur
Feb. 10."

11. He was succeeded in this see by Joseph Henshaw, S.T.P.,
born at Sounting, in Sussex, Fellow of All Souls, Oxon, Chaplain
to the first Duke of Buckingham of the name of Villiers, Preacher
at the Charterhouse, Rector of East Lavant, and Stedham, Sussex,
Dean and Prebendary of Chichester, who was consecrated May 10,
1663. He died suddenly in London, March 9,1678, and was buried
near the body of his wife and sons, in East Lavant chancel (which
living was given to him by Archbishop Laud, in 1678) without any
memorial.
12. William Lloyd, S.T.P., born in North Wales, in the county
of Merioneth, at Llangower, near Bala, where his father was minis
ter. Bishop of Llandaff, was translated to the See of Peterborough
in 1679, to the great misfortune of the Church of Llandaff, where
he was an excellent Bishop, and a generous promoter of the welfare
of that cathedral, which for many years after he left was most
miserably neglected. He was educated at Ruthin School, and
admitted to St. John's College, Cambridge, February 23, 1654, and
was afterwards Vicar of Battersea, Surrey, Chaplain to the English
Merchants' Factory at Portugal, and also to the Lord Treasurer
Clifford, and Prebendary of Cadington Minor, in the Church of St.
Paul's, London. After he had been Bishop of Peterborough about
six years, he was translated to Norwich, 1685, where he presided
until his deprivation on February 1, 1690, for not taking the oaths
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of allegiance to King William and Queen Mary: upon which,
retiring to Hammersmith, near London, he died January 1, 1709,
aged 72, and was buried in the belfry or tower of that church,
without any memorial.
13. Thomas White, S.T.P., was elected to the Bishopric upon
the translation of Lloyd to Norwich. He was born in Kent, edu
cated at St. John's College, Cambridge, Chaplain to the Princess
Anne of Denmark, Archdeacon of Nottingham, Rector of Bottesford, Leicestershire, Vicar of Newark, Notts., and was consecrated
Bishop of Peterborough, October 25, 1685. He was deprived,
February 1, 1691, after which he lived privately in and about
London, and, being unmarried, he distributed a good deal in charity,
especially on the town of Newark, on which Corporation he bestowed
his library of books : he left £200 to the poor of Peterborough. He
died May 28, 1698, and was buried in St. Gregory's Church, now
part of St. Paul's Cathedral, without any memorial.
14. Richard Cumberland, S.T.P., born in London, in St. Anne's
Parish, Aldgate, Fellow of Magdalen College, Cambridge, Rector of
Brampton, and Vicar of St. Martin's, Stamford. Succeeded to the
Bishopric of Peterborough, July 5, 1691. He died October 9,
1718, at his palace, and was buried in the Cathedral, with this
inscription on his monument:—
"Juxta jacet doctissimus sanctissimusque Proesul Riohardus Cumberland, hujus
Civitatis Episoopus, qui cum Ecclesise, et Reipubliese, diu et feliciter invigelaverat
migratus ad aliaru quam solam quserebat Civitatem. Honorum et dierum satur,
obdormivit in Domino Anno Christ! 1718, ^Etatis 86.
Macte, malae fraudis Domitor, Defensor Honesti,
Legum Naturae Justiticecjue Pugil ?
0 quantum debent, quas Ireserat Hobbius ambas,
Recta sirnul Ratio, Relligioque, tibi.
Duport in Hobbium a Cumberlaudio Confutatum."

Underneath two books, with these words engraven on the leaves—
" Biblia Sacra."

" Legibus Naturae."

15. His successor was White Kennet, S.T.P., born at Dover,
in Kent, Vice-Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Vicar of Ambrosden,
Oxon; Rector of Shotsbrook, Berks : Archdeacon of Huntingdon ;
Prebendary of Lincoln and Sarum; Minister of St. Botolph's, Aidgate; Rector of St. Mary's, Aldermary; and Dean of Peterborough;
was consecrated Bishop, November 9, 1715. He was an able
antiquary, and particularly conversant in the northern languages.
His works are—1. Parochial Antiquities, 4to. 1695. 2. Ecclesi
astical Synods and Parliamentary Convocations in the Church of
England, 8vo. 3. The History of Convocation, 4to. 4. The Case
of Impropriations and Augmentation of Vicarages. 5. Account of
the S. P. G. Society, 4to. 6. The Register and Chronicle, folio.
White Kennet died in 1728. He was buried in Peterborough
Cathedral, with the following inscription.
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" Sacri sub hoc Murmore conduntur cineree Reverendi in Christo Patris
White Kennet, S.T.P., EcclesioB bujus Cathedralis Sanoti Petri de Burgo
Episoopi, A.D. MDOoxxvin., ./Etatis LXVIII. Subter etiam deposits sunt Reliquae
Filii Nepotis White fil hujus Ecclesise Praeben. Obiit 6" Maii, 1740, White
Nepos Obiit infaus."

16. Robert Clavering, Bishop of Llandaff, to which see he was
consecrated at Lambeth, January 2nd, 1725, by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, and Bishops of London, Winchester, St. Asaph, and
Oxford, was translated to the see of Peterborough in 1729.
17. John Thomas was consecrated Bishop of Peterborough,
October 4, 1747, at Lambeth, by the Bishops of Rochester,
Bristol, and St. Asaph. In the year 1757 he was translated to the
Bishopric of Sarum, and was made Bishop of Winchester in 1761.
He died May 1, 1781.
18. Richard Terrick was consecrated at Lambeth Palace, by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Bishops of Sarum, Norwich, and
Bristol, Bishop of Peterborough, July 3, 1757.
19. Robert Lambe was consecrated Bishop of Peterborough,
July 8, 1764, at Lambeth, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
the Bishops of London, Winchester, Ely, and Rochester.
20. John Hinchcliffe was consecrated at Lambeth, December 17,
1769, twentieth Lord Bishop of Peterborough, by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and the Bishops of London, Winchester, and
Norwich. He was the son of a stable-keeper in Swallow-street, St.
James's, and born 1731. He was educated at Westminster School,
from whence he was elected to Trinity College, Cambridge, after
which he became successively Usher and Master of Westminster
School. In 1768, he was made Master of Trinity College, through
the interest of the Duke of Grafton, who, when Prime Minister,
advanced him to the Bishopric of Peterborough, with which he
held the Deanery of Durham to his death, in 1794.
The following epitaph to his memory is in Peterborough
Cathedral:—
" John Hinchcliffe, D.D., Lord Bishop of Peterborough, died January 11,
A.D., 1794, aged 62."

21. Spencer Madan, consecrated Bishop of Bristol at Lambeth,
June 3, 1792, was translated to the Bishopric of Peterborough in
1792. He was Prebendary of Peterborough many years previous
to his translation to the see.
His example in his episcopal station, like the precepts which he
taught, uniformly displayed, in a most engaging light, the genuine
character of true religion, combining with the happiest effect,
cheerfulness with piety, zeal with moderation, affability with
dignity, and learning with humility. In his 85th year he under
took a personal Visitation and Confirmation throughout his diocese.
He was married twice.
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" Spencer Madan, D.D., Lord Bishop of Peterborough, translated from the see
of Bristol in J.794, died November 8th, 1813, in the 85th year of his age."

22. John Parsons, D.D., was consecrated to the Bishopric of
Peterborough, December 12, 1813, at Lambeth, by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and the Bishops of London, Salisbury, and Chester.
He was born in the Parish of St. Aldate, Oxford, went to Wadham
College, June 26, 1777, became Fellow of Balliol, 1785, was in
stituted to the livings of All Saints' and St. Leonard's, Colchester.
He was chosen Master of Balliol, 14th November, 1798, and ViceChancellor of Oxford, 1807, and held the latter office until 1810.
After eleven years of unwearied attention to the good government,
both of his College and the University at large, he was promoted
to the Deanery of Bristol. He died, March 12, 1819. In Oxford,
the day of his death was indeed a day of mourning, statesmen, as
well as prelates, men of rank and talent, however differing from
him in their political opinions, did willing justice to his almost
unerring judgment, his temperate zeal, and his inflexible integrity.
He was buried in Balliol College Chapel, the funeral being private,
according to his express wishes.
Of his many admirable sermons, one preached before the House
of Commons, on the Fast Day, March 10, 1811, was printed by
order of the House. Another, preached before the S.P.G., was
published by them in 1818.
Dr. John Parsons was born July 6th, 1761.
23. Herbert Marsh, D.D., F.K.S., who was consecrated Bishop
of Llandaff, August 25, 1816, was translated to the Bishopric of
Peterborough on the death of John Parsons in the year 1819. He
graduated at Cambridge, in 1779, as second wrangler, and became
Fellow of St. John's College. He was appointed Lady Margaret's
Professor of Divinity, in 1807. Soon after his election as Lady
Margaret's Professor, the Bishop commenced a course of Theologi
cal Lectures, which were delivered before the University in Great
St. Mary's Church. They embraced every topic of biblical criticism
and interpretation, arranged under the following heads :—
Part 1 and 2. The Criticism of the Bible.
3. The Interpretation of the Bible.
4. The Interpretation of the Prophecy.
5. The Authenticity of the New Testament.
6. The Credibility of the New Testament.
7. The Authority of the Old Testament.
The first four parts were published in 1828, in one volume, 8vo.,
under the title of Lectures on the Criticism and Interpretation
of the Bible.
After a long illness, he departed this life, at the Palace, Peter
borough, on the evening of Wednesday, the 1st of May, 1839, in
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the 83rd year of his age. He was buried at the east end of the
Cathedral, behind the screen, with this epitaph :—
" Herbert Marsh, Lord Bishop of Peterborough, born December 10, 1757,
died May 1, ]839."

24. George Davys, D.D., consecrated Bishop of Peterborough
June 16, 1839. He was born at Loughborough, October 1, 1780 ;
educated at Christ's College, Cambridge, and graduated as tenth
wrangler in 1803. He was M.A. in 1806. He was Incumbent of
Willoughby on the Wolds, Lincolnshire. While holding this
living he became tutor to the Princess Victoria, our present gracious
Queen, and did also parochial duty in the church of Kensington.
In 1829 he was made Eector of All Hallows, London Wall; and
in 1831 he became Dean of Chester. Dr. Davys, in his episcopal
position, which lasted a quarter of a century, pursued a most tran
quil course, abstaining utterly from politics, or public excitement.
His constitutional timidity made him all the more earnestly cherish
a peaceful life. Kindness, meekness, gentleness, an ear ever open
to consultation and complaints, a hand ready to relieve the dis
tressed,—such were the characteristics which caused the good
Bishop's name to be revered in his city and diocese. His best
known works are : Village Conversations on the Litany, Letters
from a Father to a Son on English History, Volume for a Lending
Library, &c.
The Bishop died on the 18th of April, 1864, and was buried in
the Cathedral churchyard at the east end.
On a coped stone is the following epitaph:—
" In memory of 1;lie Right Rev. George Davys, D.D., Lord Bishop of Peterborough,
Preceptor to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. Born October 1st, 17HO. Consecrated
June 16th, 1839. Died April 18th, 1864."

25. Francis Jeune, D.D., D.C.L., was consecrated to the see of
Peterborough, June 29, 1864. He was born May 30, 1806, and
was educated at a French College, and at Pembroke College, Oxford,
where he graduated in 1827, became M.A. iu 1830, D.C.L. 1834,
and D.D. He was made Fellow and Tutor of Pembroke College in
1830, and Public Examiner in 1834, and the same year Head
Master of King Edward's School, Birmingham, which he held until
1838. He was appointed in the latter year to the Deanery of
Jersey, and Rectory of St. Helier. He was made Master of Pem
broke College in 1843, and as such he also became Vicar of Taynton,
in Gloucestershire, and was appointed to a stall in Gloucester
Cathedral. As Canon and Treasurer to the Chapter he displayed no
small amount of administrative skill, and so managed the Cathedral
property as to obtain sufficient funds to enable him to restore
Gloucester Cathedral, as well as to increase the value of the property
materially. He was select preacher in 1845, one of her Majesty's
Commissioners of Enquiry for the University of Oxford, a member

THE BISHOPRIC OF PETERBOROUGH.

77

of the Hebdomadal Council at Oxford 1854 and 1863. The Report
which that Commission issued was written mainly by the hand of
Dr. Jeune, and was to such extent his own composition. He was
made Vice-Chancellor of Oxford in 1858. The Times remarks,
" In fact there was not a step forward made at Oxford during the
twenty years that Dr. Jeune was resident in the University as head
of a college, which he did not either propose or support steadily in
its earliest, and, therefore, most unpopular stages." He preached,
in 1862, a French sermon in Westminster Abbey, on the subject of
the International Exhibition. He was appointed Dean of Lincoln
in 1864, which he left for the see of Peterborough. The Bishop
owed his promotion to a Liberal ministry. He threw himself into
the work of his diocese with a zeal which renders insignificant the
claims of party. His pastorate made its influence felt in every part
of his diocese; whilst as a prelate, and therefore one of the leaders
of society, he was a Patron of the Architectural and Archaeological
Association, and took part in its annual visit to places of interest.
It may be said with perfect truth he was a good scholar, a courteous
gentleman, and a firm friend; that he was a favourite with a con
siderable portion of the clergy of his diocese, and regarded with
affection and respect by the laity. This vigilant and indefatigable
overseer of the diocese, Francis, twenty-fifth Lord Bishop of Peter
borough, died at a quarter before eleven o'clock on Friday morning,
August 21, 1868, at Whitby, in Yorkshire, and was buried upon
the Friday following in the Cathedral yard at Peterborough, at the
east end of the Minster.
26. William Connor Magee, D.D., Dean of Cork, was conse
crated as Bishop of Peterborough, in the Chapel Eoyal, Whitehall,
on Sunday, November 15, 1868, and was installed at Peterborough,
on the following Thursday. He was formerly Scholar of Trinity
College, Dublin, subsequently Assistant Minister of the Octagon
Chapel, Bath, and Honorary Canon of Wells; Minister of Quebec
Chapel, London; Precentor of Clogher ; Dean of Cork ; Dean of
the Chapel Eoyal, Dublin; B.A. 1842, M.A. and B.D. 1854.
D.D. 1860.

January 80th, 1871.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
This being the Annual business meeting of the Society, the
following Statement of Accounts for the past year was read.
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.
For tl\e Year ended 31«t December, 1870.
PAYMENTS.
RECEIPTS.
1870.
£. a. d.

1870.
Jan. 1. Balance from old
Account ..
..
.. 43 17 0
Dec. 31. Subscriptions and
Arrears received during the
year
..
..
.. 94 2 0

£.

8.

To Publishing Committee for
ar
Transactions
..
30 0
Williamsou for Associated
id
Volume
..
..
31 15
Archcsological Journal
1 15
[iSubscriptions to Archaeologi
cal Institute
..
1 1
Harleian Society
..
1 1
id
Sundry Expenses connected
with Congress of Institute
te
1 16
in Leicester
..
Hall-keeper ..
..
.
0 9
2 15
Postage and Carriage
Engraving ..
.i
.
0 10
,.
2 7
Advertising ..
..
Balance
..
..
• 64 8

£ 137 19 0

d.
0
9
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
3
9

£137 19 0

Jan. 1, 1871. Balance in hand 64 8 9
Examined and found correct.
(Signed) ALFRED WHITBY.

ME. NORTH, Honorary Secretary, presented and read the
following Eeport of the Committee for the Year 1870.
EEPOET.
THE first fact to be noted by the Committee of the Leicestershire Architectural
and Archaeological Society in its Report for the year 1870 is the' visit of the
Royal Archieological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, which held its
Congress in Leicester in July last.
The Institute was welcomed to Leicester and received by the Mayor and
Corporation, the Leicestershire Architectural and Arehseological Society, and the
Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society. Notwithstanding the interest
evinced in the visit of so learned a body of gentlemen to our county town by
the municipal authorities and the committees of the two local societies, the Congress
was not so numerously attended as has been usual in other places. This remark
applies as much to the members of the Institute themselves as the non-members
residing in this neighbourhood. Notwithstanding this disappointment, the Congress
may be said to have been a pleasant, an agreeable, and an instructive one. With
Mr. Parker to discourse upon Ecclesiastical and Civic Buildings, Mr. Clarke upon
Military Structures, and Mr. Joyce on Roman Remains, it would be strange indeed
if the antiquities of Leicester and of the other places visited did not receive fresh
explanation and elucidation—if their mute remains were not revivified, and if the
page of history did not have impressed upon it further illustration, when those
memorials of past centuries were brought into review before the experienced eyes of
men so accomplished in the various branches of archaeological research.
It cannot, perhaps, be said that any new light was thrown upon the architectural
history of our Leicester churches during the Congress: indeed, they had, at
various times previously, been so carefully examined and explained as to leave little
for strangers, however learned, to dilate upon. Mr. Burtt, however, rendered good
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service to local archeology by contributing copies of original documents relating to
Leicester Abbey. Transcripts of these documents will appear in this year's Volume
of the Associated Societies, and so will be in the hands of all our Members. It is
hoped that the " Survey " will be of future use to Mr. Nevinson, Mr. J. Thompson,
and of such other of our Members as have been engaged, at intervals, for some
years past in making excavations on the site of the ancient Abbey of S. Mary, with
the hope of tracing the ground-plan of that once large and, probably, magnificent
structure. Those who listened to Mr. Clarke's scholarly discourses upon the Castles
of Leicester, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Tamworth, and Tutbury, will not soon forget the
genial, happy way in which he pointed out the salient points of each of those
ancient buildings. Perhaps, however, the most valuable opinions bearing upon our
local antiquities gained during the Congress were those expressed upon that
remarkable block of masonry known as the "Jewry Wall." The excavations carried
on at intervals during the past four years on the eastern side of the wall, and now
completed, greatly assisted in the solution of the question as to its origin. It will
be remembered that Dr. Stukeley and Mr. Throsby—in former times, and in later
times—Mr. James Thompson, and the late Mr. Henry Goddard, all expressed the
belief, backed up with sound reasons, founded upon careful measurements and
comparison with similar Roman remains at other Roman stations:—that the Jewry
Wall formed the western gateway of the ancient Roman city. This opinion was
much fortified by the fact that it was found, upon the completion of the excavations,
that the masonry never, at any period, extended in an easterly direction—that is,
towards the Church of S. Nicholas—but that it extended north and south upon the
very line of ground where the ancient Roman wall would be expected to have stood,
and which line is marked in various other places by remains of Roman masonry
discovered at various times. Such being the carefully formed judgment of local
antiquaries, the opinions of Mr. Parker and Mr. Joyce were expected with interest.
Mr. Parker—who has had peculiar facilities for the study of Roman antiquities—
said decidedly that the portion of the old wall now existing is late Roman work of
two periods, the more recent being of the fourth century—the time of Constantine.
Mr. Joyce, both when inspecting the wall and also when delivering his address upon
Roman Leicester before the Institute, gave his opinion without hesitation that it
was the western gate of the city. He afterwards expressed this belief so clearly that
your Committee think it well to give here an extract from his letter, which will
probably set the question of the origin of the Jewry Wall at rest for the future.
Mr. Joyce says:—
"There is no room to question the fact, in my judgment, of the Jewry Wall
having been the western gate of the ancient city. No archaeologist, with the map of
Leicester in his hand, and the traces of Roman work marked upon it, will hesitate
to decide that this mason work formed part of the city wall, and in it are two arches
close together, the openings of which were about 14 feet high by 9 feet wide. If it
be admitted, as it was by common consent of all present, that the probable site of
the Roman forum was identified by means of the pillars, whose position with regard
to the intersection of the principal ways was pointed out by myself, we have the
clearest evidence that the direct line of communication between this forum and the
great Fosse-road on the west must pass straight through those arches, indicating,
almost to certainty, that openings so close together, and of such a size in the city
wall, could be no other than one of the town gates. The depth of Roman wall
below the sills of the arches attracted some observation, and appeared to be the only
ground on which any hesitation was expressed as to assigning this use. An
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excavation was made, at my request, before the Institute assembled, by which solid
•wall was traced to a depth of 16 feet below the present street level. The explanation
of this was given by me to an eminent local archaeologist (Mr. Thompson) at the
time; but owing to pressure of other matters, was accidentally omitted from my
address. As it is interesting in its bearing on such works generally, and as it
appears to me to dispose of any further controversy about this subject in particular,
I ask the favour of space enough to state it now. If this structure be a city gate in
a city wall it could not well be constructed other than it is; and were this depth of
masonry below the gate sills absent, there would be great reason to doubt that it
could be a gateway to a fortified town. The reason is obvious enough when
explained. A fortified town was encircled generally by a fosse, as fortifications still
are. The depth of the fosse varied with the necessities of the defence. Approach
ing such a walled city from the outside you must cross the ditch to enter any gate,
and in crossing it you would have before you the town wall, built so as to form a
facing to the fosse down to the very bottom, unless there was natural rock. In the
language of fortifications the wall would be the revetment of the fosse, surmounted
by a rampart. A causeway or a drawbridge gave access to the gate. It will be quite
obvious that the sills of the gateways, though on the same level as the streets of the
Roman city, would show on the outside as much solid wall beneath them as would
reach downward into the bottom of the fosse, and we opened this wall on the inside
to a depth of ten feet below the sills. It is, in truth, this very circumstance which,
when taken in connection with its position, determines beyond reasonable doubt that
this double arch was the gateway of a fortified city."
The Committee record with much satisfaction the care shown by the municipal
authorities to preserve the historical interest attaching to our ancient buildings in
Leicester by placing upon each during the past year a bronze plate, with an
historical description in each case.
The volume of the Associated Societies, placed in the hands of our Members last
year, contained some interesting and valuable papers.
Your Committee has again to apologize for the non-appearance, at its proper
time, of the yearly "part" of our own local transactions. This delay is owing
entirely to the dilatoriness of the printers, and is as annoying to your Committee as
it may be disappointing to you. Part I. of Volume III. is, however, now in course
of being printed, and expedition is promised. It will contain a full account of the
Melton Congress, under the presidency of Bishop Jeune, and will include several
papers of local and general interest.
Your Coiwmittee begs to urge upon all Members of the Society, and especially
upon those who have recently joined it, the desirability of keeping up the interest of
the bi-monthly meetings. This can be done not only by attending personally, but
also by always contributing some article or articles for exhibition, and by reading
memoirs upon them. It can further be done by bringing before the notice of the
Society (by the reading of papers or otherwise) subjects connected with the
particular objects for which the Society is formed.
In consequence of the visit of the Royal Archaeological Institute to Leicester last
year, the Annual General Meeting and Excursion of the Members of this Society
did not take place.

The Architectural Society of the Archdeaconry of Northampton, and the
Warwickshire Society, have each more than once expressed a wish for a joint
summer meeting with our Society. It is hoped arrangements will be made for
u re-union of that kind during the coming summer.

TRANSACTIONS

THE

LEICESTERSHIRE

SOCIETY.
VOL.

LEICESTER:

IV. —PART

2.

SAMUEL CLARKE.
1876.

Contents.
PAGE

ANNUAL MEETING, 30th January, 1871, continued
BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 37th March, 1871

..
..

81
..

THE HALFOKDS OP WELHAM, by the Eev. J. H. Hill, F.S.A.

83
..

GENERAL SUMMER MEETING at Uppingham, 6th and 7th June, 1871
THE FIRST EXCURSION ..

..

PUBLIC' MEETING at Uppingham
THE SECOND EXCURSION

..
..

..

..
..

..

Bi-MONTHLY MEETING, 31st July, 1871 ..

..

..

BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 35th September, 1871 ..

88
..

..

93
95

..
..

..

83

loo
104

..

105

S. TUDNO'S CHURCH AND THE EARTHWORKS ON THE GBEAT ORME,
NORTH WALES, by Mr. James Thompson ..
BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 37th November, 1871

..
..

..
..

108
Ill

NOTES ON A DISCOVERY OP ANCIENT COINS NEAR TO HINCKLEY IN JULY
1871, by Mr. James Thompson

..

..

..

114

INVENTORY OP S. MARY'S BENEDICTINE NUNNERY AT LANGLEY, Co.
LEICESTER, 1485, by the Eev. Mackenzie E. C. Walcott, B.D., F.S.A. 117

CONTENTS.

iv

PAGE

THE ANCIENT CHURCH OF THURNBY, LEICESTERSHIRE, by Mr. John
Hunt, (with Illustration)

..

GUIMSTONE CHURCH, LEICESTERSHIRE, by Mr. Vincent Wing
ANNUAL MEETING, 29th January, 1872

..131
135

..

..

123
128

..

..

..

BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 25th March, 1872

..

..

..

POTTERS' MASKS ON SAMIAN WARE DISCOVERED IN THE TOWN AND
COUNTY OF LEICESTER by Mr. Weatherhead

137

..

..

..

137

LEICESTER ANCIENT STAINED GLASS, by Mr. North, (with Illustrations)

138

..

145

BI-MONTHI.Y MEETING, 27th May, 1873

CHURCH VANDALISM, by Mr. Vincent Wing

..

..

..

..

GENERAL SUMMER MEETING at Lutterworth, 10th and lltb September,
1872

..

..

..

..149

..

..

MBDLEVAL GLASS VIALS, by the Rev. Assheton Pownall, F.S.A., (with
Illustration)

..

..

..

..

..

154

THE SECULAR HISTORY OF LUTTERWORTH, by Mr. James Thompson 159
..

THE HISTORY, &c., OF ELMSTHORPE, by the Eev. Ernest Tower

THE EXCURSION

..

..

BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 30th September, 1872
BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 25th November, 1872 ..

..

..

..

17fi

..

PALCEOLITHIC AND NEOLITHIC REMAINS, by Mr. Sharpe

..

LEICESTER STAINED GLASS, by Mr. North, (with Illustrations) ..

1*0
184

..

..

170

..

186
187

REPORT FOR 1870.

81

RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts and the Eeport for
the year be adopted, with the best thanks of the Society to Mr.
North for drawing them up.
RESOLVED that the thanks of the Society be given to the Mayor
for the use of the Town Library for the meetings, and to the local
Press for so accurately reporting the proceedings at the same.
RESOLVED that the Officers of the Society and the members of
the Committee (with the addition of Mr. F. Morley) be re-elected.
Mr. Thomas Agar was elected a member of the Society.
The following architectural plans, antiquities, &c., were
exhibited.
By MESSRS ORDISH and TRAYLIN : An interior view of a church
about to be erected (locality not given) under their superintendence,
commending itself for certain special characteristics of its plan, by
the adoption of which the whole of the congregation (600 in
number) will be able to command not only a view of the preacher,
but a view of the celebrant at the Holy Table.
By MR. TAIT : Photographs of ground plan and exterior of a
Congregational chapel and school, at Burton Joyce, erected from
his designs. The building was Geometric Gothic in style, and
appeared well adapted for its purpose. The schoolroom was so
divided from the chapel that when occasion required both could
easily be thrown into one, giving a large and convenient space
when larger numbers of persons assemble than may be the case
upon ordinary occasions.
By MR. WILLIAM BARBER : Photographs of buildings in Metz,
through which city Mr. Barber had lately passed, showing the
effects of the Prussian guns.
By MR. G. H. NEVINSON : A bronze nest of weights, apparently
of German workmanship, the " nest" into which the weights fitted
having a most beautifully wrought lid, ornamented with a sea
horse and seals.
By the REV. J. H. HILL : The remains of a lady's fan, of about
the time of Queen Ann, found under the floor of the family pew of
the Halfords in Welham church; also a pedigree of that family
formerly settled in that village.
By MR. WEATHERHEAD : 1. Roman Vase, discovered in 1870, in
a field on the Belgrave-road, executed in coarse clay, of a dull
leaden-hue outside ; height six inches, by three inches at its
broadest part. The body of this little relic was enriched with
embossed scroll-work, terminating in a kind of leaf pattern. 2.
Bronze Seal (mediaeval) discovered about 1869, near Portland
street, Welford-road. In the centre was a quatrefoil, formed of
four simple leaves, surrounded by the letters IESVS EL DAM.
The engraver, it would appear, was cramped for room, and so un
able to incut the full complement of letters. In the temporary
Museum at the recent congress of the Royal Archaeological Institute,
VOL. IV.
a
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in Leicester, was exhibited an impression of a seal similar in
character, and evidently of the same date as the one found in
Leicester, bearing the full inscription, " IESVS EL DEAMOVRLEL." The date is the latter part of the fourteenth or early
part of the fifteenth century. The legend may be interpreted:—
" Jesus, I love thee only," or "Jesus, 1 love but thee alone." This
interesting seal has recently been presented to the Town Museum
by Mr. E. G. Kendall, of Cosby. 3. Silver Penny of Henry VII.
which was found in 1870, near Bosworth Field. Obverse :
HENRIC DI GRA REX ANG. In the field the king seated on
a throne, holding in his right hand a globe, in his left a sceptre.
Reverse: CIVITAS EBORACI. In the field, a shield quartered
with the arms of England and France, at the base two keys. The
Rev. Assheton Pownall, F.S.A., described it as a silver penny of
Henry the Seventh's third coinage, struck in the eighteenth year of
his reign, and said that the keys on either side of the shield are found
always on his York pennies. 4. Bronze tripod vessel, found at
Leicester; height six inches. The exact period when, and precise
circumstances under which, it was found, Mr. Weatherhead was
unable to explain.

March 27th, 1871.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
The Chairman having read letters from the Honorary Secre
taries of the Northamptonshire and Warwickshire Societies:
It was decided that the annual meeting and excursion for
the current year should be held at Uppingham, on the 6th of
June, in conjunction with the Northamptonshire Society.
The Rev. J. Parker was elected a member of the Society.
MB. BAEBER exhibited elevations in perspective of the exterior
and interior of a church now building at Palermo. Also a design
for a church, where no east light could be obtained, and where
space and funds are very limited.
MB. HUNT produced an original bill-hook, of which the drawing
was produced at the last meeting. It was thought to be modern.
Also several modern English coins.
The CHAIRMAN exhibited a book entitled "A Restitution of
Decayed Intelligence in Antiquities, concerning the most re
nowned English nation by studie and travel of R.V., printed by
John Bill printer to the King's most excellent majesty, 1628."
CAPTAIN WHITBY produced a plaster cast, found in 1863, em
bedded in the roots of an old mulberry tree, three feet below the
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surface of the soil, in the garden of the late Mr. Pares, in theNewarke,
Leicester, when the ground was being prepared for the Militia
Barracks and parade-ground. How it came there, whose image it
was, where it came from, he could not tell. His impression was
that it might have been the cast of some criminal who had been
executed at the Magazine, but on referring to Mr. Musson, the
governer of the County Prison, he told him that since the period
of taking casts of criminals after execution began, the whole head
and neck had always been taken, showing invariably the mark of
the rope round the latter. Mr. Musson's opinion was that the
cast was taken long before anything of the sort was thought of in
this country. Mr. Barfield, the sculptor, on the other hand,
decidedly said that the cast was taken after death. With regard
to mulberry trees in Leicester, Mr. Musson told Mr. Whitby that
the mulberry tree in front of the Infirmary, was a cutting from
Shakespeare's tree at Stratford-upon-Avon, taken by the grand
mother of the late Dr. Freer, who brought it in her lap from that
town to Leicester, travelling on a pillion.
The REV. J. H. HILL read a paper on
THE HALFORDS OF WELHAM.
At our last bi-monthly meeting I had the pleasure to exhibit a
handsome .lady's fan, which was found underneath the flooring of
the pews, in Welham Church, during the restoration. The fan
was very beautiful, made of a sort of satin wood, and very well
painted, although much injured by time. The colouring was
extremely good, and part of the subject of the drawing was a lady
sitting with a child npon her knee in a beautiful garden. This
relic of the olden time was found just beneath the manor seat, and
many years ago it had been accidentally dropped by one of the fair
tenants behind the panelling of the pew, and so had found its
way to the vaulting under the floor joists. Whether it was the
property of some member of the family of the Halfords, or the
Edwards, who succeeded them in the manor, it is difficult to tell,
but it may not be uninteresting to you to read a few notes that I
have made concerning the family of the Halfords of Welham, and
at some future time I may have the gratification of giving you a
short account of the wealthy and eccentric Mary Edwards, who
resided at Kensington, and who having been sharply satirized in
society for her own personal oddities, took a sufficiently original
vengeance in commanding the celebrated Hogarth to perpetuate
with his pencil the monstrous absurdities of dress worn by the
most exalted society of the day. The picture is called " Taste in
High Life." Mary Edwards erected in Welham Church one of
the most elegant monuments of its kind to the memory of her
honoured father, Mr. Edwards, of Welham, standing marks of
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whose benevolence remain to this day in parts of Leicestershire,
and who was the builder of the Grammar School at Kibworth.
Of the Welham family of Halford, a few short notes may be
interesting.
The family of Halford was ever distinguished for its loyalty,
patriotism, and benevolence. One member of it was so dis
tinguished for his loyalty to his king, that the monarch used to
retire to Wistow, when in Leicestershire, as a favourite spot, where
the worthy host not only hospitably entertained his royal guest
(Charles I.), but also supplied him with large sums of money, for
which he was obliged to compound for his estate; this was Sir
Richard Halford, who was a cousin of Mr. Halford, of Welham.
Sir Richard had a son called Andrew, who was also a devoted
royalist, and Richard Halford, of Edith Weston, another cousin of
Mr. Halford, was also a most faithful adherent of the king.
It appears that originally this very loyal and most respectable
family was seated at Clipstone, and the first we hear of them is
that one William Halford had two sons, the elder, Richard Halford,
of Clipstone, and Thomas Hawford, the younger, the latter of
whom married Margaret Wade, whose son, Edward Hawford,
D.D., was master of Christ's College, in Cambridge, in 1559,
and in 1560, was Rector of Kegworth, in the county of Leicester,
he died in 1570.
Richard Halford, of Clipston, had two sons, William Halford
and Richard Halford. The Halfords of Wistow descended from
the former. The eldest son, William, had one son, Roger Halford,
who married Grace Brodgate, and from this union issued:
1. William Halford, of Welham, in the county of Leicester,
who purchased Flitteris Park, in the thirty-third year of Elizabeth,
and who was Sheriff of Rutlandshire, 8 James I., and of this county,
14 Jac. I. He married Jane, daughter of Nicholas Foxley, of
Blakesley, county Northampton, who we find living a widow in the
15 Charles I. By the Inquis. of 18 April, 1633, we find that
William Halford died, 1628.
2. Richard Halford, of Edith Weston, whose death is recorded
in that parish church as follows :
" Hie situs est Ricardus Halford, Armiger, Pacis, fautor, ideoque
non immerito ei tribueretur non solum nomen sed etiam Locus
Justiciarii Pacis. Sepultus vicessimo quinto die Decembris, Anno
Domini 1627."
Richard had a son, also named Richard, whose name is recorded
in Weston Church, upon a handsome monument on the north wall
of that chancel thus :
" Richardus Halford Armiger, Filius Richardi, Justiciarius pacis,
et bis Vicecomes Comitatus Rutlandie, duas sibi adjuxit uxores,
Annam filiam Sheringtonis Mongomery de Sherington in comitatu
Bucks per quam duos habuit filios, Carolum et Johannem: et
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Janam filiam Joahanis Day de Chard, in Comitatu Somerset, obiit
28 die Octobris Anno ^tatis SUSB 81 Annoque Domini, 1675."
The above Richard Halford was Sheriff of Rutlandshire in 1631, was a
staunch royalist, suffered severely during the civil wars, but lived
to see monarchy restored. His son Charles succeeded him, and
was Sheriff of Rutlandshire in 1666; he died in 1696, and was
succeeded by Richard Halford, also deceased, when the estate
passed through his heiress to another family.
8. A daughter, married to — Brandwood, of Warwickshire, Esq.
To return to the family of William Halford, of Welham, con
sisting of six sons and two daughters.
1. William Halford, of whom hereafter.
2. Edward, who died unmarried.
8. Anthony, of Lilborne, county Northampton.
4. Henry, a merchant of London, who died unmarried, 1652,
set. 45.
5. John, of Shangton and Launde Abbey, county Leicester.
6. Roger, of London, and Sibbertoft, in the county of North
ampton.
This Roger had the manor of Sibbertoft, in Northamptonshire,
settled on him and his wife in the 10 Charles I., by his father,
who purchased it 3 Charles I., from John and Thomas Alicock,
and also the manor of Westhope. His son, in conjunction with
his mother, sold both these manors to Sir John Langham, Bart.,
in the year 1661, for £3897.
1. Grace, married Miles Bussey, Esq., of Heather, son of Sir
Edmund Bussey.
2. Emma, married Sir John Bale, of Carleton Curlieu, Lei
cestershire.
William Halford, of Welham, Esq,. married two wives. The
first was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Edmund Bussey, Rutland;
she died S. P. Secondly, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Elmes,
of Greens Norton, county Northampton, Esq. Mr. Halford was
High Sheriff of Leicestershire in the 15th year of Charles I.
His will was dated 23 of February, 1642, and was proved the 9th
February, 1646. He left six sons and five daughters.
1. William Halford, of whom hereafter.
2. Thomas, will dated, 11 February, 1678.
3. John, killed at Oakham in 1647.
4. Arthur.
5. Edward, a merchant of London, living in 1681, set. 83, and
who married Anne Atwood, daughter of William Atwood, of
London, Esq., will dated 1693, October 2nd, and proved 5 Feb
ruary, 1696.
6. Henry, an apprentice in London, 1652, living 1681.
1. Jane, married to John Turville, of Newhall, county Leicester.
2. Frances, married Richard Halford, of Lutterworth.

86

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

3. Christiana, married to — Turville.
4. Elizabeth.
5. Margaret, unmarried.
William Halford, of Welham, Esq., the eldest son and heir,
was born in 1615, and had the manor of Clipstone, in Northamp
tonshire, and Welham, Leicestershire, settled upon him on his
marriage, 5 February, 6 Charles I., with Mary, daughter of Sir
Henry Atkyns, in the County of Surrey, Knight, by Annabella, his
wife. He bore for his arms Argent, a greyhound passant, Sable,
on a chief, Azure, three fleur-de-lis, Or.
He was succeeded in his estates by Sir William Halford, his
eldest son, who we find a knight in 1674, and who purchased a
moiety of the manor of Market Harborough and Great Bowden,
Leicestershire, in 1676. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir
John Pretyman, Bart., of Nova Scotia, of Lodington, county
Leicester, and had a large family by her. This lady was buried at
Welham, the 31st day of July, 1698. She was married first to
Sir Thomas Burton, of Stockerston, Bart., by whom she had
three children, Sir Thomas Burton, John, and Jane. Sir William
Halford died December 28th, 1682, set. 42. His will was dated
31 July, 30 Charles II.
On the south wall of Welham Church is a marble tablet, with
this inscription :
Juxta situs est
Gulielmus Halford, Eques auratus,
Ex antiqua familia in agro Leicestrensis
oriundus :
Qui cum bonis omnibus carus vixit,
Patris optime merentes memoriam
Noluit hie cum corpore interire
Elizabetha Hiccocks,
Filia pientissima
Hoc monumentum poni curavit.
Obiit 28 Decemb. Anno. Dom. 1682,
42.
The other children of William Halford were :
2. Henry, of Grays Inn, barrister at law, set. 38, anno 1681.
3. Edward, of Stockerston, who married Elizabeth, daughter
of Richard Roberts, Esq., of Thorpe Langton, and by her had
three sons and three daughters. He was buried at Stockerston,
9th of May, 1705, set. 59 ; his wife was buried January 11, 1731.
4. Richard, married Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Andrews,
of Bisbrooke, Esq.
1. Mary, unmarried in 1681.
2. Elizabeth, married 1681.
Sir William Halford, Knight and Baronet, was baptized at
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Stockerston, llth of June, 1668, and was the eldest of six sons,
having four sisters. He was aged seventeen in 1681, made a
Knight, June 2, 1685, and created a Baronet, June 27, 1706.
He bought the manor of Kibworth Beauchamp, in the reign of
James II. He married Frances, daughter of James Cecil, Earl of
Salisbury, (articles of marriage dated 2 April, 1 Jac. II., and
settlement after marriage dated 16 and 17 April, 2 Jac. II.).
Lady Frances Halford died before the 2nd June, 1698.
Her death in Welham register is thus recorded:
Frances, the daughter of Sir William Holford, and ye Lady
Frances, his wife, was buried upon Saturday, the seaventeenth day
of August, anno predict, 1695.
From the same register it appears that Sir William Holford,
Knt. and Bart., was buried March the 12th, 1708.
Other children of Sir William Halford by Elizabeth Pretyman.
2. Henry, the second son, was baptized 21st of April, 1664, at
Stockerston, and buried at Welham, April 9th, 1707.
3. Charles Halford was born 1665, and was living in S. Martin's,
Stanford Baron, in 1703.
4. Edward, born at Stockerston, 1671, ob. 1673.
5. Richard, ob. juvenis, probably born between Edward and
Mary.
.
6. Thomas, died young, probably a posthumous child.
1. Elizabeth, baptized 9th January, 1668-9, at Stockerston,
married John Hickocks, Esq., city of London, she died 27th
November, 1706, set. 41, leaving three daughters—Ann, Eliza
beth, and Bridget.
2. Mary, baptized 12th February, 1673, at Stockerston.
3. Kate, baptized 23rd April, 1675, at Stockerston, living at
Overton in Bedfordshire, in 1695 and 1708.
4. Agnes, baptized 23rd October, 1677, living 3 and 4
William and Mary, but dead in 1692.
Sir James Halford was the only son of Sir William Halford,
by Lady Frances, his wife, who had a daughter named Frances,
who was buried with her mother in one grave, August, 1695. Sir
James Halford sold the manor of Welham, and the remnant of
the estate there, January 20th, llth Anne, 1712-13, to Edmund
Skynner, and Edmund, his son. I have not been able to collect
more matter respecting the Welham branch of the family of
Halford, owing to the loss of the first parish register, and also to
the entire absence (with one exception) of any monumental records,
removed, I fear, during the time of the alteration in the church in
the year 1708. During the progress of the late restoration of the
Church, at the east end, the workmen broke into some brick graves,
which contained leaden coffins, but these were immediately made
quite secure, and left to rest undisturbed in their original places.
I have no doubt these were the remains of the Halford family,
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which had been deposited from time to time in the ancient chancel
of the church, upon the site of which they were discovered.
A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the meeting.

GENERAL SUMMER MEETING.
THE General Summer Meeting for the year 1871 was held at
UPPINGHAM in conjunction with the Architectural Society of the
Archdeaconry of Northampton, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the
6th and 7th of June.
President THE REV. LOED ALWYNE COMPTON.
Tuesday, 6th June.
At twelve o'clock the Proceedings were opened by a Public Meet
ing in the Large Schoolroom (which with the Library and Class
Room was kindly placed at the disposal of the Societies by the
Rev. E. Thring) which was largely attended.
The CHAIRMAN, in opening the business of the meeting, said he
was glad to see so much interest taken at Uppingham in the work
the societies were engaged in. He supposed that, if he said any
thing, it must be on architecture' or archaeology. He did not
think he need say much in defence of architecture. New houses
were being continually built around them, and whilst they might
be inclined to ask what an Architectural Society had to do with
such buildings, he might remark that it was very desirable, when
a person built a new house^ that every arrangement should be
made for convenience and beauty. If an ordinary tradesman or
servant, such as a butcher, tailor, or cook, did not please them,
they could at once dismiss him; but if they had a house built,
and the design of the architect, after it had been realized, did not
please them, it would be no use dismissing him after the work was
done. It was one of the objects of Architectural Societies to cul
tivate good taste in connection with the erection of buildings. But
the principal work of the societies concerned the rebuilding and
restoring of churches. During past years the churches of the land
had got a good deal out of repair, some of them having fallen into
grievous dilapidation; and it had therefore become necessary, at
this period, to restore a number of them throughout the country.
They might repair a common wall without much knowledge of
architecture; but, when they were dealing with a place where
there was a great deal of beauty, and they had to repair, not only
the ravages of time in the structure, but the beauty of the style,
they could not do it without some knowledge of the style, and of
the character and feeling of the men who erected the building. To
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see that restorations were carried out on such a principle, was one
of the objects of their Architectural Societies. There was hardly a
committee meeting where they did not discuss plans for the
material restoration of churches, checking the fancies of the archi
tect on the one hand, and dissuading those who employed him, on
the other hand, from indulging their own fancies contrary to all
principles of good taste. Then, again, where they did not restore
churches, they had the pleasure of seeing many of them, and
learning, from their varied styles of architecture, something of their
history. It might be thought that archaeology was not useful in
the same sense as architecture, and that no immediate practical
benefit resulted therefrom; but the common praise of it was that
it was the handmaid of history. In the first place, the historian
could not do his work without the help of the antiquary. Let
them take, for instance, a man who was writing the history of the
country before the Middle Ages, or before the Elizabethan period.
He must go back to old history, to ancient monkish chronicles.
He perhaps had some curious parchments, with curiously-inscribed
characters upon them, and it was necessary "for him to determine
which of several documents he was to depend upon. He must
look to the antiquary to ascertain which was the most reliable.
That had often been done by the historian himself, but it was
antiquarian work. Antiquarian researches assisted the historian
to give life and character to his history. The old idea of history
was a bare chronicle of events, but now a great degree of picturesqueness of detail had been admitted, of costumes, manners, &c., and
so their archaeologists had a great deal to do with history. But
the study of archaeology was of the greatest importance when it
became the pioneer instead of the handmaid of history. Historians
had come to this conclusion, that nothing could be trusted but
contemporary history. They used to take Livy and Tacitus for
Roman history. A great deal formerly called historical was now sup
posed to be mythical, but in these periods the archaeologist revelled,
and went beyond the tracks of historical record. In the lakes of
Switzerland, and various places, had been found, when water was
low, a great number of stakes driven into the mud of the lake,
with certain marks of burning about them. That referred to some
thing of which no history remained. There was nothing known in
Swiss history as to the period to which these discoveries might be
assigned. The archaeologist had, however, seized on them, and
had succeeded in working some history from them. He had
"grubbed" in the mud, and had taken out of it all sorts of remains.
He had found all sorts of remains, food, clothing, tools, and also
evidence as to the food used by the tame animals of the time, and
what those tame animals were. He had found what animals were
used for draught, what plants were sown, what was the red and
white wheat of that day; and thus, out of those remains, he has
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been enabled, in great measure, to restore the early civilization of
that country. He was never satisfied if be could not get a date.
But he believed a clue had been got to the Swiss lake dwellings, a
piece of internal evidence. They were, of course, able to settle the
comparative date, as to what portion of the work was earlier than
another, but that was not sufficiently conclusive. They wanted to
fix a positive date; and he did not know that any exact point of
time had been given with regard to the period to which these lake
dwellings belonged. The remains of human habitations were very
numerous, but a single bit of coloured glass had been found, which,
it was evident, was not of ordinary manufacture. There was great
probability that they would be able to fix the date of that. It
would appear as if the people who were burnt out of their houses
had lost or dropped the bead—part of a woman's ornament,
perhaps—which was evidently foreign, and which might have been
the product of some other country, say Egypt, and by that means
it might be possible to get at the date, and so work out the earlier
history of the country. In the caves of Mentone there were traces
of the early dwellings of men of whom they read but little in his
tory. These remains threw considerable light on recent theories
of natural history. According to the theory of a modern man of
science, man was once a "leathern bottle." The archaeologist was,
however, able to show that man was substantially unchanged from
the very earliest times of antiquity—a circumstance wholly destruc
tive of the development theory. By geology they could trace the
changes that had occurred in the earth's system, and this, as re
garded man, would give periods of enormous length ; but the
archaeologist found that man, from the earliest time he could be
traced, was essentially the same as he was now. And so the
archaeologist became the pioneer of history, and threw a light on
questions which agitated the public mind at the present day. He
therefore thought he might say that the work of archaeologists was
of great use. But he did not like the studying of things merely
because they were useful, and he doubted whether that was the
proper point of view after all. He believed the most interesting,
valuable, and elevated form of study consisted in the pursuit of
truth for its own sake, and not for the sake of what they could
make in the shape of £. s. d. The great discoverers had loved
truth for its own intrinsic worth. People of different minds,
motives, and tastes, found pleasure in different pursuits. The
natural historian delighted in the combination of science with
works of nature. Many minds were fond of close research and the
study of antiquities in relation to the history of man, and that, he
thought, was the object of the archaeologist. Therefore he said to
those who had not yet taken up that question—especially would he
recommend it to those ingenuous youths whom he saw before
him—that if they liked to take up the study of archaeology, they
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would find it a very delightful one. The most obvious form of
taking up the study was in the examination of church antiquities.
In that part of Northamptonshire and Eutland, they might with
pleasure and profit pursue the study—and it would be easy to trace
the various styles of architecture in the churches—and the more
they pursued it, the more interesting would they find it.
The EEV. T. B. KOWE then read a paper on " The Bishops at
Lyddington," the prelates referred to being for the most part
Bishops of Lincoln, and Lyddington being the locality of a manor
house, occupied by them at different times. The paper was of
considerable antiquarian interest and was warmly applauded.
ME. M. H. BLOXAM, F.S.A., proposed a vote of thanks to Mr.
Rowe for his interesting paper. This was seconded by the REV.
H. J. BIGGE, of Buckingham, and carried by acclamation.
The EEV. GEO. AYLIFFE POOLE (Welford) proposed a vote of
thanks to the Rev. E. Thring and those who had assisted him, for
the aid they had afforded the united societies in the holding of this
meeting. He added that he believed Uppingham was almost, if
not quite, the first place in which the Northamptonshire Society
had met in anything like a perfect form. Rutland, from the first,
had been a county in which they had been received very kindly,
Oakham and Uppingham having done their parts. Speaking of
the long period with which he had been connected with the so'ciety,
he said he believed he might speak of himself as the father of the
society; and when he was invited to come and read a paper he
should have declined, but for the pleasure of once again coming to
see the old place of Uppingham. Their friends at Uppingham
had given them, what was always a pleasant thing, an appreciative
audience, and the most appreciative of all audiences, a number of
school boys. He concluded by again offering the thanks of the
United Societies to Mr. Thring and those associated with him, for
their endeavours to make the meeting successful.
The REV. CHANCELLOR WALES having referred to his having
been connected with the society from its commencement, proposed
a vote of thanks to their chairman, for his introductory address,
and for his kindness in coming amongst them. Every one in
Northamptonshire was aware of the hearty and deep interest Lord
Alwyne Compton took in the welfare of the society. He was a
regular attendant at its committee meetings, and in every way was
desirous of promoting its interests.
ME. JAMES THOMPSON, of Leicester, seconded the vote of thanks,
which was carried with acclamation.
LOED ALWYNE COMPTON'S acknowledgment brought the meeting
to a close.
The Temporary Museum formed in the School Library was
next inspected, after which the Rev. R. Thring hospitably enter
tained the members of the society and their friends to luncheon,
in the hall of the school-house.
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The School Chapel was visited, and also the venerable parish
church, a handsome structure, which within recent years has
undergone a thorough restoration.
FIRST EXCURSION.
At 2.15 on the same day carriages left Uppingham with mem
bers and friends to visit the following places:
AYSTON.
Approached from the south, the church, which consists of nave,
chancel, north and south aisles, and a low square tower, appears
to be of mainly one date, the fourteenth or the beginning of the
fifteenth century. Some of the arches in the interior are, how
ever, probably transitional, neither strictly Early English nor
Norman. Several of the windows are very Early English or late
in the twelfth century. The two principal periods of which it
bears traces are Transitional in the twelfth century, and Perpen
dicular late in the fourteenth century. There is nothing observable
between those dates that is very rare. An object of great interest
was a three-light stained-glass window at the east end of the south
aisle. The uneducated eye, perhaps, remarked the Rev. G. A.
Poole, would not admire it so much as modern glass, but the glass
of the window was so good that it ought to be a rebuke to those
who tried to put up memorial glass in the present day. In the
upper part of the centre light of the window was a figure of Christ
on the Cross, round the shaft of which was coiled a serpent.
Beneath was the Virgin Mary with the infant Jesus. The outer
lights severally bore a figure of S. John and S. Mary. The glass
of the window appeared to be of the latter part of the fourteenth
or the early part of the fifteenth century—about 1423-30. In the
churchyard, under the shadow of the wall of the south aisle, there
are two recumbent stone effigies, which excited considerable
interest. They are monuments of the fourteenth century, and
very much mutilated. One of the figures is so much abraded that
it is impossible definitely to identify it, but its companion figure,
although the face is greatly mutilated, still exhibits the priest's
chasuble, which the uninitiated were apt to mistake for the shield of
a crusader. Mr. Bloxam's opinion was that the latter is a priest,
and that probably the figure connected with it is also a priest. It
is not usual to find two tombs such as the example found here.
PRESTON.
The company were welcomed into the parish by a merry peal of
bells, the first notable object seen on the approach being the spire
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of the cburcb from tbe midst of an environment of trees. On
entering tbe cburcb tbe visitor is struck witb tbe contrast which
its interior presented to tbat of tbe former churcb. Tbe "dim
religious light" shone through a two-lighted stained-glass window
in the tower, whilst the foliage of tbe trees somewhat darkened the
windows of the north aisle. Some portions of the church on the
north side are Norman work of the twelfth century; on the south
side there are evidences of Early English work. The east window,
whicb is of stained glass, has recently been restored, but there
seems to have been an arcade of an earlier window, probably of
the Norman period. The balance of colour in the window is a
merit worthy of notice. On tbe north side is an Early Norman
arcade, which appears to have undergone some considerable altera
tion and repairing in tbe fourteenth century. Tbe tower is probably
Norman. In tbe porch there are remains of a stoup, for holy
water. There is a very beautiful priest's door on the south side of
the chancel. In the village there is an ancient manor bouse,
which was also visited.
GLASTON.
The cburcb at Glaston consists of a nave with north aisle,
chancel, south porch, and a stunted pyramidal octagonal spire,
with lights on the cardinal faces. From one of tbe lights on the
spire a clock bell projects. Tbe tower separates tbe nave
from tbe chancel—not an unusual occurrence in the structure of
early churches. The churcb appears to have been originally
Norman, and according to some opinions probably bad an apsidal
east end. The arches and piers on the north side are apparently
of transitional date.

LYDDINGTON.
The church at Lyddington is a remarkably fine edifice, but
greatly needs restoration. It is at present disfigured by an organgallery, which obscures a comely tower arch, and there are also
the oldfashioned high pews. The church is lofty and beautifully
proportioned.
There are north and south aisles, which are
separated from the nave by splendid arcades. If tbe bases of the
shafts were made visible, tbe beauty of these arcades would be
considerably enhanced. Tbe east end of the church appears to be
as old as 1330, at which date, or thereabouts, the building was
commenced, being completed about 1380, when tbe roof was put
over. There is a canopied doorway of about 1360. An interesting
feature is tbe leper window, which opens on tbe chancel near to
the chancel arch. These leper windows generally have bars, and
till very recently this particular window was still protected by bars.
Tbe lower part of the window, till lately, bad no glass, but simply
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barwork inside and a shutter outside. They were horizontal bars,
and had holes in them. The window has, unfortunately, been
just altered. Formerly the splay of the window was such that a
person on the outside of the church could see through it the Host
on the altar. That is one theory held in regard to the existence
of leper windows. Another theory is that they were intended for
the reception of lights to guide travellers, whilst a third theory
would have it they were intended for giving alms. The church is
dedicated either to S. Andrew or the Holy Virgin, which was unde
cided, though an opinion was expressed that it was dedicated to S.
Andrew. A gentleman present said that the deed of dedication
to S. Andrew, was dated 1260. Mr. Bloxam remarked in reference to
the church not being apparently older than 1330, that it was not
improbable a church existed before the building of the present
edifice, which may have been erected on the old foundation. An
old porchway is blocked up. Remains of twelve or thirteen stone
coffins had' been found, and these portions were inserted in the
churchyard wall. One of them represented a cross with two lilies
springing from the base. Others seemed to be the monuments of
priests. The Rev. T. B. Rowe, who gave some explanation of the
church, said at an early time this church was attached to the
diocese of Lincoln, and its tithes made it a prebend of Lincoln.
It was only on the death of the last incumbent that the large tithes
were taken by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the smaller tithes
being attached to the vicarage. Mr. Bloxam, in relation to the
theories as to the use of leper windows, said they were places where
friars listened to confession. In the case of the leper window of
this church, the lower part of the window had bars only, being pro
vided also with a wooden shutter. The friar remained inside, the
party who made confession being outside. We only find these
windows in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Confession in
this way was a peculiar practice of that period, when the Franciscans
and Dominicans were in England, and those windows were con
structed for that purpose. The church having been examined, the
company adjourned to the Bedehouse, a quaint and curious refuge
or almshouse for a certain number of aged men and women. The
large hall or common room is exceedingly interesting, the windows
being of stained glass, and the roof of oak, with a finely carved
cornice.

STOKE DRY.
The parish church of Stoke Dry is situated very picturesquely.
The ivied porch, with its chamber above, and the apparent double
chancel, give quite a unique appearance to the edifice. It is an
ancient and interesting church, the plan consisting of nave, with
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north and south aisles, with chancel and a chantry attached to it,
hearing externally the appearance of a douhle chancel. There are
evidences of both twelfth and fourteenth century work, although
the twelfth century predominates. The chancel arch rests on two
slender Norman pillars, which are decorated with fruits and flowers,
a sexton tolling a bell, and other figures. The nave is divided
from the chancel by an ancient roodscreen, which was evidently of
a rich and handsome character. The advowson, with part of the
glebe, passed into the Digby family in the reign of Henry VII. In
the chantry are some fresco figures on the wall. Both in the
chancel and the chantry are fine monumental effigies reared to the
memory of members of the Digby family. An old barn, contiguous
to the church, was once part of the mansion of the Digbys. There
is a chamber above the church porch which was used in PreReformation times by an officer of the church.
This concluded the excursion programme for the afternoon, and
the party arrived in Uppingham at half-past seven o'clock and par
took of a substantial tea at the Falcon Inn.

A PUBLIC MEETING
Was held at a quarter-past eight o'clock, in the large School-room,
the Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton presiding. There was a crowded
attendance.
The REV. J. L. BAKER, rector of Hargrave, read a very curious
and interesting paper on the antiquity of a game, known as "pegmeryll"—a game mentioned by Shakespeare under the name of
"nine men's morris." He exhibited a slab of Weldon rag stone,
which was taken out of an undoubtedly Early English wall of the
church at Hargrave, a village near Higham Ferrers. On that piece of
stone a mason's labourer happened to notice a figure roughly
scratched, which he immediately recognized as the diagram of a
game familiar to him under the name of " peg-meryll;" as also
another diagram of a simpler character, representing, no doubt,
some other game with which he was not, however, acquainted, and
which possibly may be now extinct. The stone was taken from a
wall of a date not much later than the year 1200. He gained from
the mason's labourer the manner of playing the game, and on the
next day, at dinner-time, he saw two mason's boys lying under the
shade of a tree having a game on the same old stone—going on, in
fact, with a game left off by two other mason boys six centuries
and-a-half ago, more or less. Having published an account of the
stone and game in Land and Water, considerable correspondence
followed, and from that he learnt that Shakespeare had mentioned
that self-same game in the Midsummer Night's Dream (Act ii. Sc. 2):
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" The ox hath therefore stretched her yoke in vain ;
The ploughman lost his sweat; and the green corn,
Hath rotted ere his youth attained a beard.
The fold stands empty in the drowned field;
The crows are fatted on the murrain flock;
The nine men's morris is filled up with mud;
And the quaint mazes on the wanton green,
For lack of tread are indistinguishable."

Shakespeare is supposed to have had the terribly wet season of 1594
in his mind. " Peg-meryll " was generally played by village boys
out in the field crow-keeping or watching cattle. They would cut
the diagram with their pocket-knives on a nice piece of turf. It
was a game for two only. It was played with eleven pegs on one
side, and eleven small stones or beans on the other, for men, or
else altogether with pegs, eleven with the bark on and eleven with
the bark peeled off. A MS. of the twelfth century exists (or, he
feared they must say, existed) in the Bibliotheque of Paris, in
which numerous diagrams of positions in chess and "merelles"
were given. He had a theory, however, that the game was much
older than the Norman period, possibly it was a Roman game.
The diagram was just the form of the Roman camp, especially as
marked on that stone—a square enclosure with triple defences, and
an entrance in the middle of each of the four sides. Many games
they knew were mock battles, e.g. chess. The pieces at chess,
draughts, and peg-meryll, are called men. Children loved to
imitate real life. Boys built houses and forts; girls constructed
nurseries and mud-pies. What more natural than that boys should
invent a game in the form of a camp ? The placing of the men,
too, was like attacking a camp. The tug of war in "peg-meryll"
came when they got three in a row. That was called a " mill;"
hence, perhaps, "mill"—a fight. Possibly, also, "to peg away"
comes from this game; and " taking down a peg." The following
are varieties of the name—Mill (Devon), Merelles or Merils (Essex),
Morels or Murrells (Cambs), Marl (Wilts), Nine-holes (N. of Eng
land), Meg Merryless (Lincolnshire), Blind Man's Morris (Leices
tershire), Morris (Cornwall), Missy Peg (Oxon), and Peg-meryll
or Merryhole (Northamptonshire), &c. Far from being limited to
England, he found the game was known in France, and was very
prevalent in Germany and Austria, where it was sold in boxes as a
game of the day equally with draughts or chess. There it was
called Miihl, and was exported to the top-shops of London under
the name of " the new game of mill," with a picture of a windmill
outside the box. The game was, moreover, played in the United
States; and still more wonderful, a gentleman, who wrote to him,
had seen the identical game played (with some variations and
rather stricter rules), by the Bogas in South America, on the river
Amazon, he believed.*
* This Paper has been printed in the Reports and Papers of the Associated Societies.
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The CHAIRMAN, in inviting discussion, said, as this game was
known in the British Islands, France, Austria, and the other
places mentioned, it was rather difficult to suppose that all the
European boys copied the idea from a Koman camp. He was
rather inclined to suppose that its origin was earlier, and that it
was part of the heritage of boys from remoter times, when the
inhabitants of the world became diffused from one central point.
MB. JAMES THOMPSON also thought that probably the game
would have a remoter origin, as there was nothing so common as a
square. Some of the sports of the Chinese, that were traceable
for thousands of years, were common to ourselves.
The REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., Eector of Cranoe, next read
a highly interesting and valuable Paper, "Notes on Rutlandshire,"
in which he recapitulated the principal particulars bearing upon
the history of that county.*
The PRESIDENT, in inviting discussion, said the company were
much indebted to Mr. Hill for his very interesting Paper.
MR. BLOXAM, F.S.A., called attention to an encampment near
to Uppingham, which he believed was once an ancient British
fortress. He should like to have the site examined.
The REV. GEO. AYLIFFE POOLE, Vicar of Welford, was then called
upon to read his Paper, entitled " Post Mortem." It condemned the
practice long ago observed, when men on going out of the world
cost more for their obsequies than was spent by them on religious
objects during the whole of their lives; and after touching upon
the conceits too often found on gravestones, it forcibly advocated
the providing of cheap funeral monuments for the poor, and at the
same time encouraged the adoption of the most tasteful and most
appropriate. It pointed out that much might be done to secure
better taste and feeling by putting good designs in the hands of
masons, by adopting a smaller stone than is often used, by the
minister reducing fees for low priced stones and raising them for
costly ones, and by the exercise of tact. Mr. Poole exhibited
some very chaste and yet ornamental designs for gravestones,
which he had ascertained could be executed for from 4s. to 7s. 6d.
each. These would be twenty inches high, and would contain
simply the initials of the deceased and the date of death.
The simple cross of Calvary was congenial to their feelings, and
one in wood would be very cheap, while one in iron could be
bought for 2s. 2d. Some years ago Mr. Blasfield, of Stamford,
was at some trouble in making for him a cross in terra cotta, but
the hardness of the terra cotta made the lettering costly; still
he thought that plan would eventually succeed.
On the conclusion of this very practical and useful Paper MR.
BLOXAM observed that he had a collection of drawings of small
* This Paper (as well as the next mentioned) has also been printed in the
Reports and Papers of the Associated Societies.
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memorial stones generally found in taking down old churches, and
that he had intended to publish them.
MB. JAMES THOMPSON remarked that Mr. Boole had dealt with
a question of great importance in the present day. Near the
town of Leicester, with its population of 100,000 inhabitants,
there was a cemetery over the greater part of which no tablets
existed to commemorate the dead; yet there could be no doubt .the
survivors would desire to place some memorials over their deceased
friends, and Mr. Poole had shown how they could do so by means
of inexpensive gravestones.
SIB HENRY L. DETDEN, Bart, then gave a brief account of
the Master's House, 3. John's Hospital, Northampton, lately
destroyed. After some prefatory remarks, turning to the subject
on which he was announced to read a Paper, he stated he had
prepared a Paper, but as it was late he would give a brief viva voce
statement instead of reading it. He said S. John's Hospital was
founded in 1137, for the maintenance of sick and infirm poor.
The building consisted, two months ago, of a chapel, an almshouse, in which eight old women lived, and a Master's house.
The Midland Eailway Company got the powers to buy a portion
of the property; and the Chancery officials drove the Company
rather unwillingly into the buying of it. When the Northampton
shire Architectural Society knew what the danger was, they
determined to make an endeavour to save the chapel. But the
Master's house was down, and railway arches were now being built
in its place. Therefore, whatever architectural value it had before,
it was infinitely more valuable now it was gone. The establish
ment consisted of a Master, two co-brethren, and eight almspeople. It was a curious thing that in 1355, a certain John, of
Dallington, appeared to have bequeathed to S. John's Hospital
sufficient to defray a payment of two pence a day to eight poor
people. This was only a supplementary bequest to the main
portion of the charity, and yet it was the only charity that had
come down to the present day—so that the main revenues of the
charity had been entirely swallowed up by the Master and the
officials. When in 1814 the Master died, Bishop Pretyman
presided over the Diocese of Lincoln. This worthy prelate
searched about England for a fit man for the Mastership of this
Hospital, and when he hit upon the precise man for the office, it
was found to be his own son, who was already a Canon of Lincoln
and Rector of Middleton Stoney, in Oxfordshire, and having a
Canonry at Lincoln and a rectorial residence in the latter place.
So late as the last century it was tenanted by a Sir William
Humble. It was eighty-seven feet in length, and contained work
of every century from the thirteenth down to the present day. By
means of diagrams Sir Henry pointed out the position of the
house and its divisions, and remarked that there was one room
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(clearly one room, although it had been divided for more modern
purposes), sixty-seven feet by nineteen feet two inches. The
eastern part of the room remained, and in that part were two large
windows, of which the tracery and mullions had been cut up
within the last century apparently. There were three trefoiled
arches, too, with recesses behind them exactly like sedilia in a
church, only if they were to suppose the floor occupied the same
level it did lately, they were too high for sedilia, keeping in view
that this was founded for sick and infirm poor in 1137. In the
fifteenth or sixteenth century this place was cut up by two walls,
and there was the clearest possible evidence these were insertions
and not part of the original building. The part of the room which
had been preserved till recently had a flat, wooden ceiling, with
highly elaborate beams, and some flower-work at certain points.
There were two points he wished to learn, first, whether any one
knew any similiar case of so elaborate and beautiful a room as the
one in question appeared to be, being a dormitory, or anything
connected with an establishment for infirm poor; and secondly,
he wanted to know about these recesses that were analogous to
sedilia, but above the level usually occupied by sedilia. They were
in the south wall and not in the east end, but three bays from
the east end. He was afraid they would have to record the
destruction of other parts of the Hospital, but the Northampton
shire Society intended to secure some records of it, and to publish
them.
MB. BLOXAM said they must remember the customs of the days
when the building was constructed; and, remembering them, he
thought they must take the room in question as one common room
for all purposes. The arcade referred to by Sir Henry, he thought,
was a lavatory. Something of the same kind existed in Wenlock
Priory, Shropshire. The roof of the Master's house was very
singular, and put him in mind of the roofs of several Kentish
churches. The large room was a common room for all purposes,
sleeping and eating, the sleeping being probably mostly on straw.
MB. JAMES THOMPSON said Mr. Bloxam's idea of the matter
coincided with his own. The truth was that our ancestors of the
early centuries did not understand anything of a house other than
it was one large room. Inquiries into the habits and customs of
Scandinavian nations, from whom we' largely descended, showed
that in Norway and Denmark, they had long rooms or halls in which
they lived. They not only ate their meals in those halls, but at
night they slept in them. The hall was the common resort
of the head of the house, his family and retainers. If they bore
in mind that the hall was used for these purposes, they would see
the necessity of its being a commodious room.
The CHAIBMAN suggested that this room was in the Master's
House, and not in the Hospital.
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SIR HENRY DRYDEN stated that the domestic part of the build
ing was later.
The subject was further discussed, but no definite conclusion
was arrived at.
MB. JOHN HUNT, of Thurnby, next produced some Photographs
of incised stones lately found in the church of that village, and
which, according to the opinion of Mr. Bloxam, were of the AngloSaxon period.
On the motion of ME. T. E. THOENTON, seconded by ME.
THOMPSON, a vote of thanks was accorded to the readers of the
papers.
The CHAIRMAN, in the name of the united societies, thanked
the Bev. E. Thring for his kindness and hospitality to the society.
The evening's meeting was brought to a close by a vote of
thanks to the Eev. and noble Chairman, on the motion of the Hon.
and Rev. A. G. Douglas.
SECOND EXCURSION.
Wednesday, 1th June, 1871.
AT nine o'clock on the morning of this, the second day of the
Uppingham meeting, a large number of the members and friends
present at the previous day's proceedings joined an excursion to
the following places :—
SEATON.
The church here, dedicated to All Saints, consists of nave with
aisles, chancel vestry, south porch, and steeple at the west end.
The nave is of three bays, of Norman character: the semicircular
arches are moulded and the capitals of the massive pillars are en
riched with the acanthus and nail-head ornaments. In the south
east respond is an aumbry. The chancel arch is semicircular and
moulded: it is supported by pillars and capitals profusely
ornamented with rich sculpture, the equally rich imposts being
carried into the walls. This is a fine specimen of twelfth century
church decoration, when foliage, human figures, and animals were
introduced in combination. The chancel is Early English, of a
good type: the east window is of three lights, deeply splayed,
within slender jamb-shafts with foliated capitals: the north and
south walls are each pierced with three couplets having moulded
capitals and bases. In the north wall is a lancet-headed aumbry:
it has no door, but the hooks remain. In the east wall are two
other aumbries, trefoil-headed: that north of the altar contains
the original wooden shelf. In the south wall are three sedilise:
the arches are deeply moulded, the hoodmoulds having heads and
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foliage; and the shafts have foliated and moulded capitals. There
is also a piscina to correspond. Within the altar rails, on the
north side, is a recumbent effigy with hands uplifted in the attitude
of prayer, the feet resting on a lion. The tower arch is Early
English, chamfered and supported by clustered pillars with
moulded capitals and bases. The windows in the north aisle, un
der square-headed dripstones, are of the fourteenth century. The
font is octagonal, each face displaying the Latin cross : the bowl
rests on a central stem and four octagonal shafts twice banded.
The outer doorway of the south porch is Decorated, with a small
panelled and crocketed buttress on either side: the inner doorway
is Norman, with a deeply moulded arch supported each side by two
shafts with richly sculptured capitals. The tower and broach spire
are Early English with details almost Decorated: the former is
pierced in the first stage by a narrow doorway and a two light
window above; the second stage is blank; and the third has
pointed windows of two lights with a quatrefoil within a circle in
the head: the spire has three tiers of lights in the cardinal faces,
and is very interesting. The Church Register dates from 1538
and an entry under that date shows that the Plague then visited
the parish.

HARKINGWOETH.
The church, dedicated to S. John, consists of nave with aisles,
chancel, steeple, and south porch. The nave is of four bays. It
is chiefly a Decorated church; and the chancel shows Perpendicular
insertions.
The roodloft remains, and the entrance steps are
perfect: the carved screen thought to be Perpendicular, was once
painted in blue, red, white, and gold. In the south aisle are
sediliae. In the north aisle is a vault which rises above the level
of the nave floor: it contains the remains of the members of the
Tryon family. The tower arch (blocked) is perhaps Early English.
The Early English tower has an early Decorated spire with three
tiers of lights in the cardinal faces. A bell projects from the
lowest window on the south of the spire, a feature rather common
to churches in the district. There is a village cross here, restored
some years ago. It is probably of the Decorated period; and on
a building not far off may be seen a Decorated chimney of the old
manor house.

LAXTON.
This church, dedicated to All Saints, was extensively restored
three years ago, and it has much the appearance of a new building.
The nave is of three bays: the arcade on the south side is very good
Early English. The north aisle has been entirely rebuilt. The tower
arch is Early English. In the chancel is an inscription to a member
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of the Gainsborough family. The inner doorway of the porch has
Norman pillars and an Early English arch. The tower and spire
are fair specimens of Early English. Over the porch is a very
handsome late Decorated cross, most likely taken from the east
end of the chancel.
BLATHERWYCKE.
The church here, which is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, pre
sents a very unusual arrangement: the nave and chancel are of
equal dimensions, and instead of the structure looking like a
church with aisle and chancel chantry, it appears, as it were, to be
a double church. The naves are divided by round Norman pillars,
the abaci of which are square with moulded caps, excepting that
of one of the responds, which is sculptured with foliage. An early
Decorated arcade, with clustered pillars, divides the chancels. The
east window of the south chancel has on each side a tabernacle
with a crocketed pinnacle. There is a very graceful coped tomb,
perhaps one of the prettiest examples known. The corbels of the
chancel arch are worthy of notice, chiefly on account of the peculiar
wimple round the face of the terminating figure. The north chan
cel or chapel contains specimens of armour, but none is earlier
than the time of James I. There is an elaborately carved mural
monument of the early Jacobaean period, with no inscription;
besides one of the seventeenth century with inserted brasses of the
reign of Henry VIII. Nearly all the windows are Decorated, and
are varied in form. The lower part of the tower is Norman, but
most of it is very late work of the seventeenth or eighteenth cen
tury. In the churchyard are Decorated coffin lids.
BULWICK.
The tower and spire of this church dedicated to S. Nicolas, are
exceedingly graceful, and appear to be Transitional Decorated or
early Perpendicular. The north arcade of the nave, of three bays,
is Transitional Early English, and the south arcade is Decorated,
as is also the chancel arch. The chancel window is Decorated, of
five lights. In the chancel are Decorated sedilise and a piscina,
likewise an uncommon hagioscope of very late Decorated, or of
Perpendicular, character. The roodloft steps are still to be seen.
The windows of the south aisle are Perpendicular, as are those of
the clerestory. This aisle contains a monument showing the
effigies of Henry Fowkes, knight, and his wife; it belongs to the
first decade of the seventeenth century. There is also a piscina
in the south aisle.
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DEENE.
This church consists of nave with aisles, chancel with chapels,
south porch, and steeple at west end. The first stage of the tower
shows a rich Early English doorway: the arch is well moulded,
and is supported by shafts with foliated capitals. In the third
stage is a decorated window of two lights, under a cornice of heads
and notch heads. The Early English octagonal spire has moulded
ribs at the angles, and a two-light window in each cardinal and a
small single light window in each diagonal face. The nave is also
Early English, and is unusually wide. The church has lately been
very extensively restored, on which occasion the nave was enlarged
by one bay, the chancel extended, and two chapels added. The
one on the south side, called "the Brudenell chapel," contains
the family monuments, which had previously been dispersed.
The Rev. E. T. Sylvester gave a description of the church, and
an excellent account of its recent restoration.

KIRBY HALL
Was next visited, and its grand proportions but forlorn con
dition drew forth admiration mingled with deep regret. It belongs
to the Winchelsea family; was originally built by John of Padua,
In the Elizabethan period, for the Staffords; was completed by
Inigo Jones, for the Lord Keeper Hatton, and is now a magnificent
ruin, the saddest by far (as was observed by the late Canon James)
of all domestic ruins in England.

ROCKINGHAM.
A pleasant drive of three miles brought the excursionists to
their last halting-place—Rockingham Castle, where they were
hospitably entertained to luncheon by George L. Watson, Esq.
At the conclusion of the luncheon, the thanks of the Societies
were accorded to Mr. Watson, on the motion of SIR HENBY DBYDBN,
seconded by MR. NOBTH. MB. WATSON having responded, gave
" Success to the united Societies," which was acknowledged by
the REV. E. TOWERS on behalf of the Leicestershire Society, and
by the REV. G. A. POOLE on behalf of the Northamptonshire. The
church was then visited. The REV. H. J. BIGGE, the rector, made
the following statement in regard to it: As the present church has
been almost entirely rebuilt, perhaps I may be permitted very
briefly to notice the former churches which existed here, from the
fragments which were found in reconstructing the west wall of the
church, and which are preserved outside of the west door. Probably
there was a church existing here soon after the Norman Conquest,
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as the Castle owes its origin to William the Conqueror, and there
are some Norman remains still in existence. The next period to
which the fragments refer is about 1290, at the beginning of the
Decorated Period, the capitals and portions of the shafts of the
piers still remaining. This date has been followed in the piers
and arches which separate the north aisle from the chancel, when
the latter was restored in 1868. The top stone of the spire and
the pediments of the spire lights indicate that there must have
been a tower, and thus confirm the popular tradition mentioned in
Hyett's Sepulchral Memorials, that when the Castle, which was a
stronghold of the Royalists, was bombarded by the Parliamentary
troops under Fairfax, from the neighbouring height, the church
suffered severely, and its tower and north aisle were destroyed.
After the Restoration the church was rebuilt about 1670, in the
style of that period, which appears from the square-headed windows
and doorway, one of each of which is still preserved in the north
aisle, and the entrance to the vault underneath. In the year 1845
the square-headed windows of the nave were replaced by the pointed
ones, which now exist, and a tower was added on the north side,
in place of a wooden bell-turret. In 1865 the nave was rebuilt
and the north aisle added, and in the same year the chancel was
re-roofed, and a small chapel added on the south side to receive
the monuments of the Rockingham family, which have been trans
ferred there from the floor and walls of the chancel.
The company afterwards adjourned to the hall of the Castle,
where the Rev. H. J. Bigge read a Paper on "Rockingham Castle,"
illustrated by a ground plan, which has appeared in the Associated
Societies volume. The Castle itself was also inspected. MB.
BLOXAM expressed the opinion that the Castle was on the site of
an ancient British fortress, one of the evidences being the terraced
mound outside its walls.
The large assembly then separated, and the Summer General
Meeting was closed.

July 31st, 1871.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
After the transaction of business in Committee,
It was RESOLVED unanimously: That the thanks of this Society
be given to the Rev. Edward Taring, Head Master of Uppingham
School, for the use of rooms and his hospitality on the occasion of
the Society's visit to that place; to the writers of the papers then
read ; to the clergy who opened their churches for inspection
during the excursion ; and to the many friends of the Society who
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by their kindness and hospitality rendered the meeting pleasant
and instructive. The Society feel called upon to record their
special acknowledgments to George L. Watson, Esq., of Rockingham Castle, for the courtesy and hospitality he manifested to the
Society on its visit to the Castle.
The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society :
Joseph Harris, Esq., Westcotes; Mr. John Spencer, Leicester;
J. F. L. Rolleston, Esq., Scraptoft; the Rev. R. Titley, Rector of
Harwell; the Rev. John Henry Leach, Rector of Coston; Mr. W.
P. Cox, Leicester; the Rev. S. Syers, Vicar of Syston; and John
Stafford, Esq., Leicester.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :
By CAPTAIN WHITBY : Various plates from Nichols' History of
Leicestershire.
By the REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A.: an engraving of S. Veronica,
executed in 1649, by Mettano.
By MB. JAMES THOMPSON : A ring tobacco stopper of the time
of the Commonwealth, and a coin with an undecipherable legend.

September 25th, 1871.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
The Rev. Thomas Farebrother was elected a member of the
Society.
ME. JAMES THOMPSON wished to call the attention of the
Society to the following facts :—The Corporation of Leicester
propose to widen the street running by the south end of Wigston's
Hospital. In order to do this, it is designed, instead of taking
down the wall on the south side of the street, to remove the south
end of Wigston's Hospital. That end of the building consists of
the chapel of the hospital, and in it rest the remains of the first
master of the hospital, and of other persons connected with it;
and it has been used for sacred purposes ever since the foundation
of the house. Mr. Thompson remarked that this Society, being
formed for the protection of ancient buildings and early remains
from destruction and mutilation, he begged to move the following
protest, which, having been seconded by MB. BELLAIBS, was carried
unanimously, and the Secretary was requested to send a copy to
the Clerk to the Trustees of Wigston's Hospital:
" That in the opinion of this meeting, the removal of any
portion of the south end of Wigston's Hospital Chapel, for the
purpose of widening the street, is not only uncalled for, but would
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be an act of desecration, involving, as it must necessarily do, the
disturbance of the remains of the first master, and other dis
tinguished persons connected with the hospital, who were, no
doubt, buried in that part of the structure. The proposal for the
mutilation or destruction of the chapel is the more to be deprecated,
as the building could well be retained, and the adjoining buildings
adapted to the purposes of the public school to be established by
the trustees of the hospital."
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited:
By MR. NORTH : A Roman jar, just found during excavations
on the south side of Silver Street, Leicester. This vessel, of
elegant shape, was 5| inches in height, six inches in diameter at
its greatest width, and four inches in diameter across its mouth.
It belonged to the class of pottery made in vast quantities at
Upchurch during the Roman occupation of this country, being of
the dark colour peculiar to the common pottery made there, and
ornamented, as that pottery so frequently was, by raised points
grouped in parallelograms and diamond patterns on the outside of
the bowl. Near* the spot where this vessel was found, extensive
remains of a Roman tesselated pavement have been uncovered.
The first indication of the former existence of Roman pavement
was made a fortnight ago, by the discovery of several square feet
of concrete on which pavement had formerly rested, but the tesserae
of which had been removed. This was found between three and
four feet below the present surface. On last Monday morning week,
however, a further discovery was made of an extensive portion of
Roman pavement in a perfect condition, within about 2J feet of
the present street level. This pavement was described by Mr.
North as being of an interlaced geometrical pattern, formed of
tesserae, about one inch square. The peculiarity of the discovery
consists in its nearness to the present street level, similiar indica
tions of Roman occupation in Leicester being usually found at
from eight to twelve feet below the surface. In addition to these
discoveries, several Roman coins have been found (some of which
were exhibited by Mr. North), including one of Nero, and one of
Hadrian ; also some fragments of pottery.
By MR. WEATHERHEAD : A Roman unguentarium (or phial for
holding unguents, ointments, oils, &c.) of glass, found in Union
Street, Leicester, in August last, and presented to the Town
Museum by Mr. Thomas Nevinson. This interesting relic—the
only one of the kind in our rich local Museum—is 3f inches in
height, and 5J inches in circumference round the base. The neck
is short, with a very small opening into the body of the vessel.
By MR. NORTH : An English-made banded toast and ale jug,
with drainer inside the spout. The handle, which is double, is
elegantly twisted and ornamented with flowers at its junctions with
the vessel, and the spout represents a bearded head, probably
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intended for Neptune, or a sea god. This jug is said to have been
found in an underground passage near to Groby old hall. It is
nine inches in height, extremely light in weight, and is a good
specimen of the revival of the art of making pottery in England
during the eighteenth century.
By REV. THOMAS FABEBEOTHEB : Two roundlets of ancient
stained glass, five inches in diameter, and which were lately
preserved in the summerhouse of the parsonage of Weston-on-Trent,
Derbyshire. The one roundlet showed a deer lying down, or to
speak heraldically "lodged." The other roundlet showed a re
presentation of that curious satire invented by the parish priests to
throw discredit upon the monks, mentioned by Mr. North in his
Chronicle of S. Martin's Church, Leicester, as formerly existing in
a window of that church. A monk is represented standing in an
ambo or pulpit, attired in a monk's loose gown, with a large hood
hanging over his shoulders; his right hand is elevated, and he
appears in the act of speaking to his congregation of geese below.
One goose is already in his hood from which its head appears, and
another is grasped round the neck by his left hand. He is fully
verifying the perversion of the text of Holy Scripture as it was
given in the example formerly in S. Martin's Church, " God is my
witness how I long after you in my bowels." The glass was
thought to be of the fifteenth century.
By ME. JOHN HUNT, Thurnby, a bill-hook of the sixteenth
century. A collection of forged Saxon relics. An elegant bronze
figure of our Saviour, 2^- inches in height, found in Old Street,
City, London, being a portion of a crucifix. A tradesman's token,
found in Thurnby Churchyard, issued by James Lee, of Leicester,
in 1656. This James Lee was one of the Chamberlains of Leices
ter in 1666-7 : also another tradesman's token, issued by Mr.
Poyzor, of Mansfield, in 1652, and lately found in the Abbey
Meadow, Leicester; a halfpenny of Charles II., 1683, found in
the Vicarage garden, Thurnby; a collection of small brass Roman
coins found in Leicester, with a fragment of Roman pottery dug
up in the Belgrave Gate, Leicester; a sword-stick, of tortoise-shell,
said to be one of several presented by Queen Elizabeth to her
favourite courtiers.
By ME. G. H. NEVINSON : A very fine and perfect specimen of
a bronze spear or javelin head, of the Roman period, found in a
peat moss, near to Barmouth, in North Wales, about two years
ago. This beautiful specimen is, including the socket, nine inches
long, and has a loop on either side, through which it is supposed
cords or thongs of leather passed, and by which the head was
attached to the staff. Very few, comparatively, of remains of
Roman weapons were found in this country. Mr. Wright suggests
that many of the bronze swords he sometimes hastily ascribed to
the British period may be purely Romam. The Roman Camp at
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Hod Hill, in Dorsetshire, has, however, yielded many spear and
arrow heads of iron.
By MR. JOHN SPENCER, Leicester: A very fine and perfect large
paper copy of Nichols' History of Leicestershire, magnificently
bound in pale Russia. The illustrations are proof impressions,
and the whole work appears to be in the finest possible condition.
One volume has been inlaid by a very careful process. Messrs.
J. and T. Spencer, of Leicester, are the present owners of this
valuable copy of Mr. Nichols' great work.
The EEV. A. POWNALL, F.S.A., a member of the London
Numismatic Society, contributed a valuable Paper upon a Find of
Roman Coin in Leicestershire, which it was agreed should be read
at the next meeting.
MR. JAMES THOMPSON contributed the following Paper on

S. TUDNO'S CHURCH, AND THE EARTHWORKS ON
THE GREAT ORME, NORTH WALES.
OP the many visitors to Llandudno, from Leicester, the majority
know the little Church which stands on the plateau of the Great
Orme's Head. Its situation is romantic; the sea birds skim over
head, the splashing of the waves against the adjoining cliffs may
be heard, and distant views of the Irish sea may be had from the
spot. When, on Sunday summer evenings, strangers are brought
from different districts and distant homes, to attend the services
of the Church, and the narrow nave will not accommodate the
worshippers, they assemble in the graveyard adjoining; the
solemnity of the scene then becomes impressive, and the words
of the- Prayer Book apparently acquire a deeper and more touching
significance; and man seems drawn into the more intimate presence
of his Creator while singing his praises on the hill side, beneath
the canopy of Heaven, with the rocks and ocean, God's stupendous
works and monuments of his never-ceasing operation in nature,
eloquently speaking of His infinite wisdom and His boundless
power. It was probably not without a perception of this influence
of the scene upon the human spirit, as well as the safe seclusion
of his retreat, that the Welsh Saint selected the summit of the
'Great Orme's Head as a temple fitting for the worship of the
Almighty. When the zealous Christian, Tudno, settled on this
rocky solitude, I have not carefully enquired; but if he were con
temporary with those other holy men who preached the doctrines
of Christianity in Wales for the first time, we may infer he lived
in the sixth or seventh century. Professor Rees, in his Essay on
the Welsh Saints, says that whenever a church was intended to be
erected, a person of reputed sanctity was chosen to reside on .the
spot, where he continued forty days in the performance of prayer,
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fasting, and religious exercises. At the expiration of that time
the ground was held sacred, and a church was erected accordingly.
It would naturally follow that the church should be called after the
name of the person by whom the ground was consecrated, and in
this sense (says Professor Rees) the word "founder" must be
understood. It remained for subsequent generations to regard the
founder in the character of patron saint. Popular opinion seems
to maintain that all churches which are named after Welshmen
were founded by them.
The interest attaching to this site is increased when we regard
it as that whereon a British Christian, who knew of no connection
with Rome, ministered to the people; deriving his religious know
ledge from distinct and independent sources, and his authority
probably from no earthly potentate; his guide being the Scriptures
and the teachings handed down direct from the primitive professors
of the faith who had sought shelter in the earliest times among
the mountains of Wales.
Into these matters, however, I will not further enter. I have
only to say a few words on the fabric as it appeared to Mr. John
Hunt and myself, and upon the remains of the earthworks of
Pen-y-dinas, nearer to Llandudno.
The present Church of S. Tudno is a long and gloomy chamber,
bearing evidences of the recent restorations described in local guide
books. It is entered by a porch on the north-east side (for the
building is not strictly orientated), and traces of "long and short"
work are said to be visible in the wall on this side; indicating the
work to be of the tenth or eleventh century. The old font inside
appeared to me to be Norman; as early as the twelfth century.
The interior seems to have been lengthened by an additional
chancel in the Perpendicular Style of the fifteenth century. It
is separated from the nave by a rail, at each end of which, set
upright against the wall, stands a coffin lid of stone, richly carved.
Of these Mr. Hunt made the rubbings exhibited to-day; they show
designs gracefully floriated. The calvary is in one case plain;
while the cross is elaborately composed of four nearly circular
figures connected with bands, upright and horizontal. The details
are well filled in. No inscription throws light on the persons
whose last remains they once covered; though probably they were
benefactors to the church, living in the fourteenth century. The
two lids differ from each other only in slight particulars.
The walk back to Llandudno from the church is indicative of
the old times when the Ancient Britons had their home on the
hill-top; for cromlechs and old stones have their tales to tell of
other days, of ancient chiefs laid in their resting places, and events
long forgotten, commemorated. But close to the town, and its cliffs
almost overhanging the houses, stands Pen-y-dinas, words, which
fully explained in modern English, mean " the fortified place on
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the headland." Of this place Mr. Hunt has sketched a rough
outline. It seems to me, on a close examination, to retain still
such evident proofs of its original purposes and antiquity, that I
venture to ask you to listen to the few particulars I have to offer
on the subject.
The eminence of which I speak slopes towards the south-west.
Its north-east side is so precipitously escarped, that nature has
effectually secured it from hostile approach. The opposite side sinks
down into the valley. Here, along the outline of the lower part,
a wall, with inner rampart, has been skilfully constructed; and on
inspection it will be found to be solidly and compactly made, not
loosely heaped up, as if in modern times, for modern purposes.
This is entered by a narrow portal, which is commanded, not only
by the rampart, but by a ridge higher up the slope, so that
an attack could only be made at great disadvantage. Entering
this narrow gateway of large and unshaped stones, the visitor finds
a fosse between him and the ridge, and along the latter a road
leading to the higher ground. On ascending to this, the inequali
ties of the surface are obvious. They prove to be saucer-shaped
hollows, a few feet deep, clustered together immediately above the
road, the fosse, and the rampart, in the manner indicated in Mr.
Hunt's pen and ink memorandum of the site. Enough remains
to satisfy the student of pre-historic antiquities that this collection
of hollows once formed the dwellings of the Ancient Britons.
Each of them was probably covered with a conical roof, composed
of the branches of trees, and thatch or moss; an opening for ingress
and egress, and for the escape of smoke, being left on one side,
and the floor being the sloping sides of the excavated chamber.
There was room in the surrounding area, for a herd of cattle to be
brought in at night fall, and perhaps near at hand a few patches
of land would be under corn cultivation; supplying grain and
straw for the inhabitants. Altogether, in the situation, external
defences, dwellings, and outlying arrangements, Pen-y-dinas would
furnish a complete idea of an ancient British village or hill-fortifi
cation, occupied before the Northmen infested the shores, or the
Saxon encroached upon the borders, or the Komaii had carried his
eagles into the Welsh mountains—perhaps some thousands of
years before, in the night of an unknown antiquity.
Looking around on the scenery, and away from modern habita
tions, the imagination will enable the spectator to form an idea of
its aspect in former ages. Then, probably, every mountain
summit was held by a tribe or family, living in such a village as
that just described. The smoke of their fires would be seen
curling upwards, and a few wild figures of men clothed in skins
would occasionally be perceived above the craggy eminences; but
the valleys would be silent, except where the waters of the sea
rolled at ebbing and flowing tide over the shingles of the shore,
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or where some mountain torrent rolled rapidly over the shallows.
Far off, looking from the south western side of the Great
Orme's Head, over the expanse of Conway Bay, stands Pen-maenmawr, with its rocky companions, and, behind, a background of
mountains in majestic and harmonious outlines, pile rising above
pile, veiled at evening in the mist and cloud, and thus invested
with sombre magnificence. It was here, among these heights, the
Ancient Britons lived in their hill-villages; speaking a language
which was probably understood universally; governed in a simple
and patriarchal style, believing in strange and cruel superstitions,
and at war with each other from time to time about rights to
territory, or incited thereto by old animosities. Even at the present
hour, the Welsh preserve their nationality with an obstinate ad
herence to its cherished traditions. An Englishman still finds
himself among foreigners when he goes among the people; for his
ears are saluted with the unintelligible sounds of a strange tongue,
and he is still called a Saxon. Not all Edward's strong castles—
not all the Saxon's triumphs in the field—not all the arts and
policies of our statesmen—have induced the descendants of the
Ancient Britons to forget their former independence, or disuse the
language of their forefathers: but, happily, they loyally recognize
the imperial authority, in common with Englishmen, and hold the
name of Briton in • common with the population of the whole
island. If the people of the sister-island would also heartily be
one with Welshmen, Scotchmen, and Englishmen, they would not
only retain all their self-respect, but ensure for their country all
the blessings of peace and prosperity, and share with them in the
glories and renown of the United Empire.
MB. JOHN HUNT, at the close of Mr. Thompson's Paper,
exhibited the rubbings referred to in the text; and ME. G. H.
NEVINSON also showed a drawing of the font in S. Tudno's Church,
with a sketch of the Pen-y-dinas.
ME. G. H. NEVINSON stated an opinion that similar indications
of early British dwellings were to be found on the Beacon Hill,
Leicestershire, and urged upon members visiting that neighbour
hood when the ground was clear in the winter to search for them.

November 2,7th, 1871.
ME. JAMES THOMPSON in the chair.
In Committee, the following (amongst other) correspondence
was read relative to a Protest passed at the last meeting of the
the Society:
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Gentlemen,

The Bank House, Leicester,
Sep. 27,1871.

I am directed to recall your attention to a memorial presented to
you in the year 1863 by the Committee of this Society, suggesting the desirability
of preserving the present fabric of WjggeHton's Hospital, and showing, from drawings
accompanying the same, that it could readily be converted into an eligible building '
for the proposed School.
That memorial was received by you, entered upon your minutes, and yon promised
to consider the subject of the memorial at the proper time.
1 am further directed to call your careful attention to the purport of the following
Resolution or Protest unanimously carried at a meeting of this Society held on
Monday last.
" That in the opinion of this Meeting the removal of any portion of the South
' End of Wyggeston's Hospital Chapel for the purpose of widening the street is not
1 only uncalled for, but would be an act of desecration involving, as it must necessarily
'do, the disturbance of the remains of the first Master and other distinguished
' persons connected with the Hospital, who were no doubt buried in that part of
the structure.
" The proposal for the mutilation or destruction of the Chapel is the more to be
deprecated, as the building could well be retained, and the adjoining buildings
adapted to the purposes of the public school to be established by the Trustees of
' the Hospital."
I have the honour to remain,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
.THOS. NORTH,
Hon. Sec.
The Trustees of
Wyggeston's Hospital.

Dear Sir,

2, Market Street,
\
Leicester, 23 Nov., 1871.

In reply to your letter of the 32nd instant, I beg to say that your
letter of the 87th September last, addressed to the Trustees of Wyggeston's Hospital,
and containing a copy of a Resolution of the Leicestershire Architectural and
Archaeological Society, was laid before the Trustees at their Quarterly Meeting on
the 13th October last.
I am, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
WILLIAM H. MACAULAY.
Thos. North, Esq.,
The Bank House,
Leicester.

THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL HOWE was elected a Member and
President of the Society.
MR. G. H. NEVINSON, referring to a bronze nest of weights,
exhibited by him at the January meeting, said that he now found
by comparison with a similar set elsewhere, that they were the
work of an artist at the close of the sixteenth'century.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited:
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By MK. G. H. NEVINSON : A circular dish or plate, about a foot
in diameter, covered with a representation of the Last Supper.
The dresses of our Saviour and His Apostles have a strong resem
blance to the Roman classic costume. This extremely interesting
piece of pottery was marked as "Majolica," to which it bears a
close resemblance; but considering the preponderance of green in
the colours, and the inscription which also gives the date, it more
probably is the work of a Nuremberg artist. In the Berlin Ceramic
Museum are many specimens of this ware, which is said to be very
like the Italian Majolica, but brighter in colour and finer in the
quality of the enamel. Mr. Nevinson's specimen is rendered more
valuable by the following inscription, which is given in German
characters round the dish: DIE • MIESSN • VLEIS • EET •
EN • DE • MIN • BLOET • DRINCT • DI • BLIFT • IN •
MI • EN • DE • 1C • HEM. M • CCCCXXX.
By MAJOE KNIGHT, of Glen Parva Manor: A second collection
of Saxon Antiquities found, in March last, in a grave in that parish.
It may be remembered that at a meeting of this Society held in
May, 1866, Major Knight produced some exceedingly interesting
Saxon antiquities then recently found upon his estate. That
" find " was minutely described at the time in our report. The
antiquities shown to-day were found in close proximity to those
just referred to, and from their nature show the grave to have been
tenanted by a man—a Saxon warrior—who, as was usual, was
interred with his weapons beside him; the sword, measuring two
feet ten inches in length, had still considerable portions of the
wooden scabbard adhering to it; the spear head, which was very
perfect, measured eleven inches in length; no portions of the
shield—the umbo, brace, or rivets—were discovered. The skeleton
proved its owner to have been a large man, who apparently died in
the prime of life.
By ME. Jos. HAMES, High Street, through Mr. Nevinson:
Further antiquities from the excavations in Silver Street, Leicester
(see report of last meeting), consisting of fragments of Samian
ware, Castor and Upchurch ware, two bone pins, bone bodkin,
neck, and portions of a dolium or an amphora, two brass coins—
one issued by the Emperor Nero—and two jars, one of Upchurch
ware (somewhat similar to the one shown from the same place at
the last meeting), ornamented by raised points in parallelograms
and horse-shoe patterns alternately, and the other with a very
narrow neck and the remains of the handle, of a light-coloured clay,
without pattern.
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ME. JAMES THOMPSON read the following
NOTES ON A DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT COINS NEAR TO
HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE, IN JULY, 1871.
AT the present time a body of railway labourers are engaged in
excavating the earth, on the line along which it is intended to carry
a railway, between Ashby-de-la-Zouch and Nuneaton. They have
reached a point between the town of Hinckley and the Watling
Street, not much more than a quarter of a mile eastward of a house
once well known to the fox-hunters of the district—the Harrow
Inn. Their labours are employed, in fact, on what is called the
"Harrow Farm," which belongs to the Roman Catholics now settled
at Hinckley Priory. It is a scene of fertility, the blades of corn
growing in rich luxuriance and promising an abundant harvest; but
there is little evidence, in the quiet and sequestered fields, of
human habitations near at hand, the house already named being the
only building on the site, and the spire and clustering houses of
Hinckley lying a mile and a quarter away. A slight elevation,
with a "dip" north and south, here renders the removal of the
soil necessary. It was here that, on the 7th July, 1871, one of the
labourers was digging up the earth, when, about a foot and a half
below the level, his spade or his pick struck against something solid
and resisting, which proved to be an urn or jar of earthenware, of
buff colour. The blow of the implement had broken the vessel,
but it was still complete enough to be lifted up; and the finder of
it shook the fractured urn, to ascertain whether it contained any
thing. He told his fellow-labourer he thought he heard something
"chink" inside, and the contents were turned out, and silver coins
lay glittering on the ground. In an instant the whole gang heard
the news—it flashed throughout the " diggings " in less time than
the circumstance occupies in description; and a general scramble
for the bright counters was the result. The number of coins
unearthed is variously estimated at from two hundred to a thousand.
Each man seems to have secured at least a dozen. When the
labours of the day were over, the irregular possessors exhibited
their treasures at their favourite haunts, over their cups, and some
of the people of Higham and Hinckley have since purchased the
ancient coins at prices varying from one shilling to five shillings
each. They were very curious to look at, but "caviare" to the
"multitude"; to the educated and scholarly residents of the neigh
bourhood, however, they prove more suggestive and instructive,
and dictionaries and histories were brought down from the library
shelf to shed light on the discovery, and the coins proved to be
Roman. By degrees the legends were made out, word by word;
so that at least the names of the Emperors and their titles were
deciphered on the obverses, if the figures and legends on the
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opposite side (the reverses) could not be so readily interpreted.
Among the number shown to the writer, the earliest was a silver
coin of Otho, an Emperor who reigned little more than three
months, in the year 69 of the Christian era, about thirty-six years
after the Crucifixion. Another speaking specimen was that of
Vespasian, whose profile, with its strongly marked aquiline nose
and projecting chin, indicates it to have been intended for a portrait
by the Koman coiner. This Emperor served in the Roman army
in Britain, under Claudius, early in life, and died in 79. Not
less remarkable are the coins of his son Titus—of which several
specimens were turned up in the late discovery; one of these
bearing on the reverse the words "Judea Capta," and the figure
of a female in the act of weeping, seated at the foot of a palm
tree, and thus recording the subjection of Judea by the great ruler
of the Romans who destroyed Jerusalem. Then there were also
coins exhibited to us in the neighbourhood of the Emperor
Hadrian, whose visit to this island (and probably to Leicester)
between the years 117 and 138, was commemorated by the erection
of a milestone, which is preserved in the Leicester Museum,
having been found in situ a mile or two northward of the town.
Indeed, by this discovery are furnished examples of the coinage of
every Roman Emperor from Otho to the joint-Emperors Marcus
Aurelius and Lucius Verus, in an excellent state of preservation.
The collection ranges over at least a hundred years, and illustrates,
to the accomplished numismatist, the events of Roman History in
that long and stirring period, wherein the people of Great Britain
began to be brought practically in contact with a civilization to
which they had been previously strangers. "But how (it may be
asked) came these precious relics to be so strangely preserved in the
soil for seventeen or eighteen hundred years ? Why were they
put in a jar and buried in such an out-of-the-way place?" Such
questions, though difficult to answer, are not beyond the reach of
a reasonable settlement. But, in order to approach it, we must
needs appeal to history to help us. From it we learn that after the
ancient Romans had conquered this island, they attempted to
introduce into it all the arts and conveniences of life known to
them; and among their improvements they connected their fortified
towns with good roads, running with remarkable directness over
hill and down dale, much disregarding natural difficulties. One of
these passed from the coast at Dover, by London, to the river Dee
at Chester; connecting, as it passed, Venonae (now called High
Cross), and Manduessedum (Mancetter) with the two extremes. In
parts, this great road still remains;—it divides Leicestershire from
Warwickshire, and is called "Watling Street." Close to this high
way of Roman days, and only a few miles distant from Venonas
and Manduessedum, it is probable a Roman proprietor had his villa,
or rural residence, when the second century was more than half
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completed, and Marcus Aurelius or Lucius Verus was clothed in
the.purple. An irruption of Caledonians from the North, or some
internal commotion, rendered property insecure even in the centre
of the island. Before joining the standard of the Emperor, the
Roman proprietor, hurriedly collecting his ready money and de
positing it in a jar, buried it near his villa, hoping on his safe
return to disinter his hoard; but alas! for him there was no return,
and his secret died with its owner. None but himself knew of the
existence of his treasure lying in the ground; and, therefore, more
than seventeen centuries glide away, during which Saxon succeed
Roman, and Dane subjects Saxon, and Norman crushes both—
during which many generations of husbandmen toil on the fertile
glebe, and many an armed host treads heavily over the spot—and
dynasties are raised up and fall one after another—before the wellfilled urn comes to light again, untouched by human fingers till
the strong-handed "navvy" shakes the bright silver in the daylight
of summer 1871. These coins, so unexpectedly dishumed, have a
special interest to all thoughtful persons and students. Mr. Noel
Humphreys, in his Coin Collector's Manual, truly observes con
cerning such : "But the Roman series which rose, as it were, on the
ruins of that of Greece, is perhaps more generally interesting than
any other; at all events, it has been the most studied, and putting
the question of art altogether on one side, it may fairly, from the
number of undoubted portraits, and from the variety of great events
recorded on it, be considered of the highest historical importance
and interest. Addison, in his entertaining dialogues on coins on
which Pope wrote his well-known poem, calls the Roman coinage a
sort of 'state gazette,' on which all the truly great events of the
empire were periodically published; and when we find such
announcements as Egypta Capta on coins of Augustus, struck on
the Conquest of Egypt, Judea Capta on those of Vespasianus, issued
when Judea was finally subjugated to the Roman yoke; or Rex
Parthis datus, on the coins of Trajan, when the Roman Emperor
gave a king to the Parthians, we must allow the aptness of the
term." It may serve to complete this description, and elucidate the
nature of the discovery itself, if we add some particulars relative to
a "find" made two hundred and sixty years ago at Higham-on-theHill, which is nearer to the exact locality where the Roman coins
were lately unearthed than Hinckley. William Burton, the author
of the Description of Leicestershire, written in 1622, says :—" I
cannot well omit the remembrance of an accident which happened
here [Higham-on-the-Hill] in 1607. An inhabitant of this town,
in taking up a great square stone, which lay in the said street-way,
called Watling-street, upon the crossing of another way, which leads
towards Coventry, not far from this town, chanced to find certain
old coins and other treasure, which I happened to hear of, being
then at Lindley within the said parish ; the next morning I went
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to the person's house, where he showed me the coins, &c., which
he found. There were about 250 pieces of silver, of the coin of
Henry the Third, of the value of 3d. each ; on the one side whereof
was the King's head, with a hand holding the sceptre, circumscribed
Henricus Rex; on the other side a cross molin between roundels,
with this inscription, Fulke on Luid; and also one gold ring, with
a fair ruby therein; another gold ring with an agate; another ring
of silver, wherein was a certain flat ruddy stone, engraven with
Arabick characters in the following mauner:—

Cef Hhany Cullo yed Halinah
B'Mahamed thhaly b'fatimah
Englished by Mr. Bedwell.
By Mahomet magnify him,
Turn from him each hand that may hurt him ;
and also some large catch-hooks and keepers of silver and (as I
remember) certain links of an oldfashioned gold chain, all of which
he affirmed, were laid by the side of the stone, deep in the ground.
He showed also two or three pieces of silver, of Trajan the
Emperor's coin, which, he said, lay under the same stone; one of
which had the Emperor's face with a laural wreath circumscribed :
IMP. TBAJANO. AUG. GEE. DAC. P.M. T. R. Cos. v. P. P. Upon
the reverse, a woman standing, holding in her right hand a caduceus;
in her left hand a cornucopia, with this inscription : S. P. G. N.
OPTIMO PEINCIPI. To give my opinion thereof, I think this stone
was the basis of an altar, dedicated to the honour of Trajan, as
appears by the coins found under it; for it was the custom of the
Romans, under the foundations of any building, monument, or
eminent piece of work, to cast and lay some of their Emperor's
coins, in whose time it was made, to signify to posterity, and to
preserve (for many ages after) the memory and the fame thereof."
Without following Burton into his conjectures concerning the
original purpose of the "great square stone" found where the road
to Coventry crosses the Watling-street, it may suffice to call atten
tion to the fact that Roman coins, of exactly the same date as
those found a week or so since, were discovered on nearly the same
spot in the year 1607—pointing to the occupation of the site by a
Roman proprietor at the date already suggested.
THE REV. MACKENZIE E. C. WALCOTT, B.D., F.S.A., Precentor
and Prebendary of Chichester, contributed the following—

INVENTORY OF ST. MARY'S BENEDICTINE NUNNERY,
AT LANGLEY, CO. LEICESTER, 1485.
[Before printing the document contributed by Mr. Precentor Walcott,
it may be well to add a prefatory note upon the Priory itself.
Although it has been asserted that the Nunnery of Langley was
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founded as early as the time of King Canute, by William Pantulf,
it is more probably true, that it was founded by his descendant of
the same name in or about the year 1100. William Pantulf,
Lord of Bredon, and Burgia his wife, about that date founded this
Priory at Langley, for Benedictine Nuns. It was dedicated to
the Blessed Virgin, and was founded for the health of the souls of
the founders, and of their ancestors. It was at once endowed
with the Church of Little Dalby, Leicestershire, with six oxgangs
of land and the tofts and crofts thereto belonging. It was further
endowed with the whole of Langley Wood, with four bovates of
land in that lordship, and with the site of a water mill.
About the year 1180, William de Ferrariis, Earl of Nottingham and
Derby, confirmed to the Nuns this site of the Nunnery, and all
that was given them by William Pantulf.
In 1220 we find the Nuns possessed the Church of Diseworth.
In 1235, Robert Grossteste, Bishop of Lincoln, gave the Prioress a
confirmation of their two Churches of Somerby and Little Dalby.
We find further addition to the Temporalities of the House, which
in the year 1290 yielded in this county £17. 8s. 9d. annually.
In 1464 the Nuns were confirmed in their property by a decree of
King Edward IV.
The Nuns appear to have had the privilege of electing their own
Prioress, leave being first had from the Patron.
Dugdale gives the following as Prioresses:—
Burgia, occurs ................ 1229.
Roesia, Prioress in ............ 1230.
Isabella de Lent, elected. ....... 1236.
She was living in 1260.
Juliana de Ursula, elected ...... 1268.
Christiana .................. 1280.
Alicia Gifford ................ 1302.
Roesia II..................... 1333.
Margaret Salhowe, Prioress in .. 1429.
By the aid of the Document given below we can add to this
imperfect list:—
Margaret Sellers, resigned...... 1485.
Anne Shafton, elected. ......... 1485.
According to the Valor Ecclesiasticus.—Dulcissima Booth was
Prioress in 1535.
In 1535, the Patronesses of Langley were, the wife of Sir F. Bigot,
and her sisters, co-heiresses. The annual receipts derived from
lands, rectories, &c., amounted to £34. 6s. 2d., the payments
£4. 18s. 9d., the clear yearly value being £29. 7s. 5d. At that
time there were eight religious in the Nunnery: so we see the
intention of the founders had been carried out. The value of the
demesne lands at the Dissolution (1535) was £7. 5s. 4*d., and
they were then granted to Thomas Grey. Langley Priory, now
called Langley Hall, continued in the possession of the Grey
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family until the year 1686, when the property was sold to Richard
Cheslyn, Esq., for £7769. 17s. 6d. From the descendants of
that gentleman it passed into the possession, by purchase, of the
late John Shakespeare, Esq., of Lount, in. whose family it still
remains.—THOMAS NOBTH.]

The following document is, I believe, unique; at least, in the
course of long research, I have never found a similar account of the
entire furniture of a convent before the dissolution of monasteries.
It furnishes two more names of Prioresses to the list given in the
Monasticon and by Nichols. I have simply transcribed the MS.
in full, and appended a few illustrative notes.
In festo Gervasi et Prothasi A° Domini Mcccclxxxv.*0.
LANGLEY. The enventory of the gods that longe to ye place
of Langeley at ye enteryng of dame Anne Shafton into ye offys and
charge of ye priorschyppe after ye resignacion of dame Mergate
Bellers.
For y" chyrch. Ffyrste for y" gods yre ij masse boks, ij chalys,
v auter clothys whereof ijjj ben of twyll and j of diapur and ij
clothys of twyll callyd Letter Clothys.*
For ye seint clothes. A schete for y" sepulchre and anoder for
sent Katherine ande a large olde schete, ij towells of twlle for
howslyng towells ;t ij mondey towells j of twyll and j of pleyne
cloth and iij towells for ye lavatorie§ and j of pleyne cloth, and for
the same ij olde towells.
Viij paynteyd|| clothys grete and smale for y" auter and ij for y"
Sepulchre and ij for ye ends of ye same j of blake w [ith] veleur for
ye rege and ij of rede silke for ye bowys.
A blew clothe of sylke for ye bee auter with iijj bolyons of
silver and gylte and vj smale bolyons of ye same and pon ye same
clothe, ij clothys for ye same auter namyd golde clothys, anoder
clothe [for] ye same auter of sewed werke.
[OEN] AMENTS [FOE] i* AUTER. A fronted of peryls. A towel of
[twy] lie. A front of chamlet brodyred with bulheds ye towell ys
of pleyne .... iiij fronteys of grene damaske poudered with swanys
and egyls with iij towels wer of j ys twyll and ij playne cloth,
iiij frontys of blake poudered with swanys and rosys, ye toweles of
» Cloths with mottoes woven into them, allusive to the founders or donors. See
in Dugdale's Baronage a list of those in the Beauchamp Chapel, Salisbury.
t The Dominicum.—Sacr. Arch., 157, 490.

{ The purificatory for cleansing the vessels, mundatorium.—Sacr. Arch., 488.
^ The laver near the altar called in the Cistercian Use the piscina, " a laver of
mastlin."—MS. Inv., Radforde. A basin and laver of brass.—16., Stretton. ij towels
for the lavatory. lb., Gillingham. Juxta lavatorium habetur manutergium.—
Lyndw, 235.
|| Cloth painted in oil in imitation of tapestry. " A painted cloth hanging before
the altar."—MS. Inv. Wattoribury.
*!j Frontale, apparatus pendens in fronte altaris qui alias dicitur palla, Lyndw. 1, iii.,
t. 27, gl. "j"—Sacr. Arch., 289.
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y™ iij of pleyne clothe and j of twylle. iij fronts of sewed werke
with j towell of twyll and ij of pleyne cloth. A frjinte of clothe
of golde with a towell of twyll.
SURPLYS. ij surplys with slevys. v. corporasse casys.
VESTMENTS. A vestment of blew silke brodyrt complete with
all y* longyth to hyt.* A vestiment of grene velwett complete with
a crucifixe of silver and gylte a pon ye amys. A complete vestiment
of red velwet. A vestiment of swedet werke complete. A vesti
ment of blake damaske brodyrt with rosys and sterys.f A complete
vestiment of white brodyrte with rede trwlufys,§ A nolde vestiment
of blake silke and rede complete. A nolde vestiment of yowlow
silke complete. A nolde chesable of cloth of golde lyneyd with
blewe silke.
COPE, a quere|| cope of red yowlow and white. A cope of blake
wostyd. A cope of grene damaske.
TYNNAKYLS.1T ij of blake wostyd with ij albys and ij payr for y6
amys. A stole and a fanns.ft ij tynnakyls of burde alisondre.** A
stole and ij phanens.tt ij tynnakyls of yowlow silke. iiij pelows
rede silke, [wer] of j of blake wolstyd for ye cross.
LENTYN CLOTHYS i complete vestiment of white sewde warke.
j auter cloth ande vale of ye same; j white and ij blew clothys to
keverjt and auter ye ymags in lenten seysyn.§§ ij curten for y6
quere. xviij pesys of lynyne to kever ye ymags with in y6
same sesyne.§§
BANEES. iii Clothys for a baner stayned, and j blew silke for
ye Crosse. j Paxbrede with j towell of silke therto. iiij basyns of
Copur and gylte for ye auter. iij Peyr of tabuls for ye auter and
viij coverlets grete and smale for ye Kyrke. j gret cloth of rede
pouderyd with herts beds and boturfleys.1H[
JUELLYS AND RELYEYS j beryng Crosse of Copur and gylde to
sett a pon a staff. THE EELYKES. A crosse of sylver plate
and gylte set with perlys and preciosys stonys and with a pese of ye
holy Crosse in ye myddyste. A dowbull*** crosse of silver and a
lytyll crosse with ij rubes and iii safres.ttt A fowr corneldejjf
tabull with iij berells and a preciosys stone. A lyttyll boxe of silver
ye myddyste of byrrall with a preciosys bone yre yne. A berall stone
with [whole] of a myrakyle of our laydy of ye place of Eome. A
* Nullus niissam caiitet sine amictu, sine alb&, stola, fanone et casula. Horn,
de our. past, ad presb. Cone. viii. c. 34. Vestimentnm the chasuble cum appendiciis
so. amictibus, albis, cingulis, manipulis et stolis. Lyndw. 1. iii. tit. xxii. p. 352.
f Sewed.
t Stars.
§ True-love knots.
|| Choir. Cappa in choro. Sacerdos extra tempus Missse, dura exercet divina
ofEcia, priBsertim dum miuistrat incensum ad altare, vel dicit collectas, utitur
capa. Lyndw. u. 8.
f Vestis subdiaconalis, qua utitur in officiando sacredoti ad missam. Ibid.
** Brodura Alexandria—an embroidered stuff from Alexandria. Sacr. Arch. ii.
+t Maniple. Sacr. Archaol., 273.
}{ Cover.
§| Season.
^[^y Butterflies.
*»* Double.
ttt Sapphires.
\\\ Cornered.

INVENTORY OF ST. MARY'S NUNNERY.

121

harte of sylver gylte and a namelyd* and a dragon a pon with a
nemeraude* and a ruby. A comb of yvery. iiij bursyst with
reliques and a bagge and white purse with reliques. A payr of ivery
tabula! of ye assumpcion of our laydy. i peyr of sensures§ a
schyppe|| and crismatory. A schandeler with a nymage for ye nee
auter. A ehandeler with a pryket for a serge, iij chandelers for
ye quere. A amese and relyke cover of red velvett with a scheld
of golde. A white clothe of sypursll for ye pixe.
THE JUELS OF YE PLACE, j standyng cope keveryd of sylver &
gylte. A [piece] with a kever gylte both with in & with owt. iij
pleyne pesys of sylver ij salts keveryd of silver. V masers and xj
silver sponys of j sorte and xj silver sponys of a noder sorte and
iij olde sponys.
THE STUFFE YT WES LEFTE IN YB OLDE PEIORYS CHAMBTJR.

A

fydur bed & a matres ij blankets iiij schets ij belews iiij coverlets
iii curtens j tester, j seller bordet** ande bolstur to y* longing to
hur owne bed. ye secunde bed in hur chambur, a matres a blanket
ii coverlets ij schets j bolstur. vi qwechyns iiij covrys i nalmarett
ij bordys ij trestures a scherer, a schover to hete water, a trapeJJ to
schauffe mete. A primer of salysbere use, a quere of comendacyons.
The bedyng of ye place, ii feder bedds j with a teke ye toder with
a case of herdon§§ cloth v febull matres & v bostyrs to yem . ij
sympul qwylts, vj old torne & owtterley|||| worne blanketts. Coverletts. a large coverlet of red & blew with rosys and crossys. A tapett
of ye same, j large coverlett of rede and yowlowe with flowrs deluce.lfH
A tapett of ye same. A large coverlett of blew & better blew with
swanys and coks.*** A tapett of ye same. A coverlett of grene &
yowlowe with borysttt and draguyns. A tapett of ye same. A cover
lett of red & blew. A coverlet of ostrych fydyrsJJJ & crownyd
Emmys§§§ A coverlet of grene & yowlowe with vynys & rosys. A
coverlet of grene & yowlowe with lylys & swannys. A coverlet of
blewe & white whyl knotts|| || || and rosys. A coverlet of red & white
with traylestlHHf and bryds. A coverlet of red and blew with
sterrys**** & white rosys in mydyste. A coverlet of yowlowe & grene
with egyles and emmys, y* hys to sey xiiij coverlets in ye howse &
v tappetts & vj smale olde coverlets for ye labuers.fttt v. coveryngs
of bedds yat hys to sey A coveryng of red saye a coveryng of
panes HI! of red & grene & white saye. A coveryng of grene saye
* Enameled.
t Pocket or purse.—Sacr. Arch., 575.
$ Carved tablets.
§ Censers.
|| A ship or boat for incense. Sacr. Arch., 538
If Fine gauze or lawn.
»* Boarded selotir or covering over the head of a bed. Sacr. Arch, 533.
ft An aumbry or cupboard.
}{ A flat dish.
§§ Hempen.
|||| Utterly.
1HT De lys or delices.
«** Cooks.
m Boars.
ttt Feathers.
§§§ The Monogram of the Blessed Virgin.
IIHII Wheel knots.
1TT1T Trellis. **»» Stars, tm Labourers. }}}J Stripes.
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with small bryds* of white a coveryng of red & blake saye a
Coveryng of red and blew poudyrd with white Essest and sterys.
A blewe saye with a red dragne.
THE STUFFE OP SCHETS.J xj smale schets y' hys to sey v payrs
& a halfe a payre of new schets of ij webbys & a halfe ix flaxon
schets for holfade y* hys to sey iiij payr & a halfe & v herdon
schets & a olde torne flaxon schete. V. payr of herdon schets
occupied a pon servauntes bedds.
PELOWES ij pelowes of downe in fustion coveryd with holonde
cloth & ij swan belows covereyd with fustion viij large pelows
coveryd with cloth iiij belows of smaler quantitie & vj smale occupyed in diverse places.
BORDE CLOTHES ij schorte borde clothys of twylle & j long of
twyllie vij borde clothys of pleyne clothe v borde clothys of
herdon cloth.
TOWELLES ij long towels of towylle§ & ij of plene§ cloth vij
smale schorte towels.
BASYNS iij basyns of maselyn pounesed iij yewers & iij plane
pasyns.** a brkynjj yewer vij halowe basynnes grette & smale, vij
schandelers a lytelonA
ij grete brasse potts iij potts of a myddyll sorte iij smale potts a
posnetttt a grete gratyr ij grete pannes ij smale pannys a caldryne
a skelettt t ij spytts j olde spyt a lytell gaubarle§§ of herne a fryng
panne a dresyng knyfe ij hackyng knyfys a flecheyng haxe iij payr
of potte hokes a flesche hoke a schomer|||| a droppyng panne iij pott
hoks. Pewtre. ij schargyresHIT xvj brode dyschys j & xx podegeres*** x sawserers. Brewhouse. a gret massyngttt lede of ij
qwarters a gret led for ye same vi wortteJJJ leads in fourne a
massyng fatte a yerling§§§ fatte a kymlin|||||| to clenserne. A
scaldyng led or a leven ledd. Viij halfe quarter sekks. iij smale
seks. Whete v quarters in rye vj stryks in malte xvj quartyrs in
pese iij quarters a bulchynTJHI viij kye iij heyferys ij sterys viij
twyntyures**** v cafys xiij oxen iiij horsys a blynde olde horse &
mare a stagetttt a foles. xl scheppe ij of wer of a rame v weddyresJIU xi hoggs & vxx ewys iij borys§§§§ viij sowys & of
storer war vj and xx a gese and a gander iiij doggs a drake coks
and xvj hennys iiij caponys.
iii quesyns|||||||| of olde red saye ij smale quechyns enbrodred &
ij qwechyns namyde Seynt Nicolas qwechyns.
• Birds. t Capital letters S.S. J Sheets. § Twill. Plain. || Broken.
A little one. »• Chandelier or branch, -ff A little pot. tt Pot with a long handle.
^ Charger.
||j| Skimmer.
§§ A rack of iron in a chimney.
ttt Mash vat.
*** Poringer.
}{ For vegetables. Colewort is a name at Portsmouth for the site of a friary garden.
fm[ Bull Calf.
|j|||| A tub—Kemelin in Chaucer.
§§§ Brewing vat.
tttt A gelded bull,
• *•* Two winters' old.
|l|||||| Cushions.
§§§§ Boars.
tttt A sheep one year old.
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ME. JOHN HUNT, of Thurnby, having exhibited a tray full of
relics of various periods from the Roman to the present, found
beneath the level of Thurnby Church, in the foundations, and
about the fabric, read a Paper upon the subject, as follows:
THE ANCIENT CHURCH OF THURNBY,
LEICESTERSHIRE.
WITHOUT attempting to trace back the history of Thurnby to a
remote antiquity, or to place upon paper various surmises as to
its origin, I may allow it to speak for itself, by giving its name:—
It is one of the many villages in Leicestershire ending in " by,"
which termination is allowed by all antiquaries to be a certain
proof that the name at least was given by Danish or Norse settlers,
at a time when the Northmen overran this country, and established
themselves on its pasture lands. The word "by" in the old Norse
language signified, originally, a single farm; afterwards, the idea
conveyed was expanded to signify a collection of houses, or a
village or town. To this word was frequently prefixed some local
peculiarity, and so the name of very many of our villages originated.
Thus, Thurnby was Thornby, or the village of Thorns; Bushby
(close by), the village of Bushes; Brooksby, the village by the
brook, and so on. Such being the case, we may claim for Thurnby
an existence at the time when the Danes mustered and spread in
Leicestershire. There is some evidence to show that the Romans
left their mark in the village ; we will let that pass now. As my
object to-day is to place before you a few notes upon the ancient
Church of Thurnby, lately taken down to be replaced by a new
structure, I may here remind you that Christianity is known to
have existed in this county in early Saxon times. Indeed, Leicester
was a city with its Bishop, in the seventh century, and the chief
relics preserved of the ancient Church of Thurnby are certain in
cised stones (which will be more particularized presently), which
go to prove that at that early period, or shortly afterwards, there
was a church existing in that village. The ancient church of
Thurnby was dedicated to S. Luke. Burton (who published his
Description of Leicestershire in 1622) describes the church, as his
custom was, with a list of the arms depicted therein, which then
were eleven in number. The church appears to have fallen so
much into decay in the eighteenth century, that the inhabitants,
in order to avoid the expense incumbent upon them in providing
for its repair, actually pulled down the chancel, under a faculty
obtained in 1779, and the south aisle was used ever afterwards
(until the later entire demolition of the church) as a substitute
for it. Indeed, at that time, Thurnby seems to have been in a
depressed condition. Throsby tells us that, not only was the
church in a wretched state, and thoroughly unfit for its use as a
place set apart for the service of the Almighty, but ruined cottages
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were scattered about the place, and the principal house noticed by
him was kept by a professional gentleman of Leicester, for insane
people. Throsby said all this was to him "wonderful, and it
must be so to every one who examines the registers" (that is,
to see the many respectable and old families connected with the
place), and views its situation, which (as we all know) is extremely
beautiful and picturesque. It is well known that since Throsby's
time, not only has the house for insane people happily been
appropriated to other purposes, but Thurnby has been behind no
village in the material* prosperity of its inhabitants, and in the
neatness and good order of their dwellings. Unhappily, however,
when a church is allowed -to become in such an almost hopeless
state of decay, neglect, and all but ruin, as had overtaken the
unfortunate fabric at Thurnby, men are apt to dread the commence
ment of the good work of restoring the House of God, and to hope
that as it has lasted, and to some extent answered its purpose, in
their fathers' time, so, at least, it will last their time; and the
work is delayed for the next generation. So Thurnby Church had
become so dilapidated that it was pronounced past repair, and the
only mode of meeting the difficulty was to take down the old fabric
and rebuild a new church upon the old foundation, preserving as
much as possible of the ancient material and the principal features,
and inserting them in the tew structure. Harry Leycester PowysKeck, Esq., the Lord of the Manor, with praiseworthy liberality,
undertook the entire cost. The old building was taken down last
year, and the new church is being roofed in, and will soon be ready
for use. Having said thus much by way of introduction to my
notes, I now proceed to lay them before you.
THUKNBY CHURCH, dedicated to S. Luke, consisted of a nave,
a large south aisle, and a small low north aisle, each separated from
the nave by three lofty arches, over each of which was a clerestory
window. The tower was at the east end of the nave, and contained
four bells. The ancient chancel was taken down (as before stated)
in 1779. The work of demolition was commenced by first taking
down the pinnacles and parapet of the tower, below which was a
moulded cornice, with figure heads and four gargoyles; the roof of
the tower being of lead, some of which was very thick. The four
windows of the upper stage of the tower, which served as a bellchamber, were of the Decorated Style, in tolerable preservation, and
the head of each was cut out of one solid stone. This upper stage
of the tower was found to be partly built of the stone of an old
spire; for on taking it down the foreman discovered the ancient
stone to be cut through and reused as ashlar. Upon placing some
of these stones together, he succeeded in making seven feet of the
spire perfect, and upon calculation from the quantity found it was
presumed there was sufficient to build a spire 40 or 50 feet high.
The stone was Weldon rag. Four springers for four squinches for
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the bottom of the spire were discovered; the other four were no
doubt destroyed by inserting the beams of the floor of the upper
stage of the tower when the spire was taken down and the tower
raised. On the upper part of this stage (which was supposed to be
the top of the original tower, and composed of Attleborough stone)
were found the apex of a .pinnacle, six carved stone heads, two
crockets, small caps and bases, portions of stone broken up and used
as ashlar, various pieces of tracery to windows, stone with zig-zag
pattern, portion of old springer to gable end, two or three gargoyles,
and other fragments. In this stage there were three Gothic windows
blocked up; on the west face was a door leading on to the nave roof,
which, from its peculiar character, is thought to have been the door
by which access was gained from the top of the belfry staircase,
through the lower portion of the spire, on to the parapeted roof of
the tower, and removed from that position and placed in its present
one when the spire was taken down. The tower was carried in
ternally by four arches resting upon four massive Norman pillars,
the circumference of each of which was fifteen feet three inches;
height, nine feet six inches from floor to abacus of caps. The
N.E. and S.E. columns were cracked and much decayed, which was
probably caused by the removal of the north transept and chancel,
the church having been originally cruciform, as was shown by the
remaining water-tables or drips on the outside of the tower, marking
the high-pitched roof which formerly existed. On the east end of
the tower remained a portion of the chancel wall, forming a buttress
to support the tower, with part of a small lancet window blocked
up. The opposite buttress was not a portion of chancel wall. At
the east end of the south aisle (used as a chancel) were discovered
under the plaster, two sedilia, and a piscina (quadrilateral), and in
the east wall, on each side of the altar, an aumbry; the one on the
north side fourteen inches higher from the ground than the other,
and smaller. The lintel of this small one was found to be a portion
of an ancient incised stone described hereafter. Under the east
window of this aisle was found a recess three feet six inches from
the floor, eight feet long by three feet eight inches high, decorated
with a margin of scroll-work in black and red, containing four lines
in Old English characters, coloured. This was probably the position
of the altar-piece or "table" in mediaeval times. The respond of
arcade at the west end of the north aisle had a cap, ornamented
with a nail-head moulding. The pillars of the arcade were octagonal,
with caps and bases all varying in mouldings. On the under side
of the chancel arch was found some scroll-work in red; also some
lettering (undecipherable) upon the face of the wall, over the tower
arch, looking west. The interior of the belfry wall was covered in
part with the ringers' figures (changes), both in red and black, of
two periods. On the west front of the north-west column, carrying
the tower, was found some writing in Old English, and under the

126

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

cap a semicircular pattern in primrose colour. The roof of the nave
was of recent date. Portions of wood, of beautifully moulded oak,
used in supporting the roof of the south aisle, are traditionally
said to have formed part of one of the roofs of Leicester Abbey.
It need scarcely be remarked that in taking down an ancient
church like that of Thurnby, many curious relics, of almost every
century of mediaeval times, were brought to light. What, however,
I wish specially to draw your attention to, and which, indeed,
originated these notes, was the discovery (as already hinted) of
several singularly-incisefl stones, which, from their peculiarity, at
once demanded attention. The first of these stones (See Illustra
tions, No. I.), when found, was forming what we may call the lintel
of the aumbry, or locker, at the east end of the south aisle ; the others
were found built in the south-west pillar—which was fifteen feet three
inches in circumference, and nine feet six inches from floor to abacus
of cap. (See Illustrations.) These stones I exhibited in the tem
porary museum formed by the Royal Archaeological Institute in
Leicester, during the Congress of that learned body in this town,
in the autumn of 1869, and they were then subjected to much
examination and criticism by several eminent archaeologists. The
general, if not the unanimous opinion, then given, referred these very
curious stones to the Saxon period. From their shape and other
peculiarities, they were supposed to be headstones of graves. I
exhibit correct drawings of them. It will be seen they are incised on
both sides, in what may be termed geometrical lines, without any at
tempt at lettering, and apparently without any tinge of symbolism;
excepting that the cross in various forms is traceable in nearly every
case. There appears a certain amount of design in the arrangement
of the lines; indeed, in what may be called the reverse of No. 1,
the pattern may not unfairly be described as consisting of eight
double cross crosslets radiating from a common centre. The great
rarity of stones of this description renders an attempt even at
explanation difficult, and a guess at their true origin uncertain. It
is, however, fortunate for our present object, that others of a some
what similar character have been exhumed in Yorkshire. The
little Church of Adel, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, is described
as being almost, if not altogether, a pure Norman church of the
middle of the twelfth century. The stones there found were
discovered in the foundation or groundwork of the church, and so
pointing to an earlier origin than the building. It is, however,
difficult to assign a date to the Adel stones, of which I exhibit
drawings,* inasmuch as the parish produces British remains, pit
dwellings, a monolith, a Roman intrenchment; and there is an
entire absence of any decided type—Roman, Anglo-Saxon, or
* See Archaeological Journal for 1870, for engravings of these stones. Drawings
of them may also be seen in our own Associated Societies' Volume for 1868,
pp. 204 and 207.

S.B.

lft-

ift. 3in.

Fig. 3...2ft.

Fig. I. ...2ft.

nin.

if. ijin

Fig. 4...2ft.

Fig. 2...zft.

THUENBY CHURCH.

127

Norman—in their design. I would refer you to the remarks of the
Rev. H. T. Simpson, and others, as given in the Archaological
Journal for 1870, page 77. It appears from these remarks, and
from a correspondence which has taken place between the Vicar
of Thurnby and the Rev. T. H. Simpson, the Rector of Adel,
that several eminent archaeologists have been consulted respecting
the Adel stones. A few of these opinions I give as bearing upon
our present enquiry. Professor Westwood (who has paid special
attention to these early relics) assigns them to some time ranging
from the eleventh to the thirteenth century*, and says they are un
doubted headstones. The late Sir James Simpson thought them
tombstones of about the ninth century. Canon Greenwell considers
them very early Norman. It will thus be seen that the learned
men whose opinions I have quoted upon the Adel stones, do not
agree as to their date. Mr. Simpson, himself remarks, with some
force, that it seems difficult to suppose they are early Norman,
when they were broken up as rubbish for the foundation of the
Norman Church of Adel in about the year 1135; and he further
remarks, " I think they bear notable marks of Pagan origin." I
may here remark that whilst remembering that, so far as I know,
it has yet to be proved that headstones for graves were used at all
in Saxon times, these stones, being incised on both sides of the
upper part, were evidently intended to stand detached. How
ever this may be with regard to the Adel stones, the origin and
date of which I am inclined to think has yet to be determined, we
shall do well to compare the two sets together—the Yorkshire find
and the Leicestershire one. The result of that comparison will, I
think, be, that while both sets were made for a common purpose, the
Adel stones are the more ancient of the two. The designs incised
upon the Leicestershire stones are, I think, better defined and more
regular in arrangement than those upon the Adel stones; and while
I am compelled to agree with the Vicar of that place that the Adel
stones have strong pagan marks in their lineaments, our Leicester
shire stones have, I think, at any rate, a faint outline of Christianity
on their surface; but whether Saxon or Norman, I cannot say. I
hope the questions raised by these discoveries may induce others
more competent than myself to follow up the inquiry. To return
to the church itself, it was originally a Norman structure, as proved
by the four circular massive pillars supporting the tower, the drip
stones on the same, and its cruciform arrangement. The AngloNorman conventional churches were mostly cruciform in plan, with
a low tower rising at the intersection of the choir and nave with the
transepts. Yet, I should imagine, from the incised stones, about
which I have just been speaking, and the quantity of burnt stones
found built up in the walls, that a church anterior to the Norman
period existed; and it is well known that during the ninth and tenth
centuries the Northmen or Danes were continually plundering and
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burning our sacred edifices. That the church was taken down and
rebuilt some time towards the latter end of the twelfth, or early in
the beginning of the thirteenth century, is almost incontestibly
proved by the pointed arches of the tower (having as a base the
pillars), which were first introduced about this period. The church
was pulled down a second time, and rebuilt about the middle or
latter end of the thirteenth century, as shown by the Early English
fragments of windows, caps, and arch-stone; also an apex found in
the course of pulling down lately. The mural paintings found on
these various fragments' point unquestionably to the Early English
date ; these fragments being refaced, reworked, and reused in the
structure. A third time the church has been pulled down, as in
dicated by the bases of the nave arcade columns; these being of the
Early Perpendicular period, sometime in the fifteenth century. In
conclusion I may say, that although the registers belonging to
Thurnby Church do not possess any special interest, being almost
devoid of those curious notes upon local and national events so
often found recorded in similar documents, still it should be noted
that the parish was not slow in obeying the injunctions of
Henry VIII., issued in 1538, which enjoined that such records of
baptisms, marriages and burials should be kept in every parish.
The most ancient book belonging to Thurnby Church, which I
have seen—and which down to about the year 1603 is apparently
a transcript of earlier books—is headed " Thurnbie. A Register
booke made by the commdment of Kinge Henrie the eight in the
xxix. yeare of his Eaigne the xxx. daye of Xoveember Ao 1538."
This book contains entries of baptisms and burials only, until
13th August, 1564, when we find " Ao 1564 Willm Jaram and
Barbara Burrett were joynd together in matrimonie the xiii. daye
of August." From the commencement of the book to the year
1624 each paper is signed "By me Eoger Crosley." The first
marriage by licence appears under this date, " 1628 Thomas
Broughton and Agnes Pennie—were married wth a licence—Aug.
16—Malachia Crosley—Curat. Ibid." During the latter years of
the Commonwealth, and occasionally afterwards, the date of birth
and not of baptism is given : indeed, so late as 17th August, 170'2,
I find the following curious entry :—" Joseph Veasy of Bushby (a
ffanatick dissenter) did then inform me y* his child which he calls
Elizabeth was born y" first day of June last." Joseph Veasey had
other children of whose birth he informed the Vicar, but he does
not appear to have brought them to the font for holy baptism.
MB. VINCENT WING of Melton Mowbray contributed the follow
ing Paper on

GRIMSTON CHURCH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
GRIMSTON Church, which is named St. John's, is in the soke, or
jurisdiction peculiar, of Rothley. The Knights Templars, from
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whom it originated, with their usual display of the symbol of their
faith, built it cruciform. The plan was that of a Roman cross, the
three upper limbs of which are nearly equal, and the lower one
somewhat longer. The church seems to have been first erected
about the beginning of the thirteenth century, which is not long
after the time when Rothley, with its chapelries and appurtenances,
was presented by Henry II. to that military religious order. At
this period, the Templars were in possession of vast and extra
ordinary privileges and immunities, in addition to their amazing
wealth, and their advantages under the Papal bulls. The Master
of the Temple ranked as a sovereign prince ; they had their courts,
with authority to try the gravest offences; the privilege of sanctu
ary was thrown around their dwellings, and protected both person
and property; they were not only freed from the payment of tithes,
but, with the consent of the bishop, might receive them ; they
could even confer upon their tenants freedom from many duties.
These, and other prerogatives, will account for the legal eccentrici
ties which partly found their way to us in the peculiar and extraparochial, and they make it no wonder that the little chapelry of
Grimston eventually came in for its modest share of splendour in
this ecclesiastial structure. The edifice, however, as first erected
by the Templars, was of the simplest character. The early por
tions show scarcely any ornament; nevertheless they are sufficient
to guide to the date of erection. In the chancel, and likewise in
the transept, the lancet window may be referred to as decisive. It
is true that the lancet form was in vogue nearly a century; but a
small peculiarity here, namely, the dogtooth carved along the label,
is found in this district amongst details ample to prove date, and
we may, with the help of Kettleby and other examples, conclude
Grimston to be from 1200 to 1220. The north transept has dis
appeared, but the evidence of its past existence cannot be questioned.
The walls of the nave were refaced four or five centuries ago; and, as
a clerestory was then to be built above them, no openings were made
for the lower windows, which, with the inside plastering, has left
nothing even to show where these were ; the arrangement is odd,
and not very suitable to the present purer mode of worship. The
hood moulding of the north doorway is still visible, as are some
traces of the arch of the north transept. The font is very plain,
and so are the piscinas, and the many brackets. The lavatory in
the transept is a double one. These appurtenances of an altar
prove that this part of the church was a mortuary chapel, or chantry,
in which masses for the dead were sung; where superstition plied
its craft in the dark ages, till arrested by the light of the great
Reformation. The north transept would most likely be appro
priated in the same way. The church, with the exception of some
trifling changes in the doorways, of the time of Edward II., seems
to have continued in this state of "beauty unadorned" till about
K
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1400; when the Knights Hospitallers, who had supplanted the
Templars in their possession, totally changed the appearance by
additions and enrichments; the absorbing demands of the crusades
having long ceased, any rigid economy in their churches became
unnecessary. The plain west wall, we suppose, with bell-gable
surmounted by a large Templar's cross, was pulled down, the
present lofty archway erected in its place, and the tower added,
which for architecture and general effect may be esteemed the pride
of the village; and from whose overtopping belfry would now be
heard the lively peal, instead of the more gloomy monotone of the
crusaders. Additional height was given to the nave, whilst more
light was obtained by a clerestory and by the insertion of a large
window in each of the four quarters. The screen, which formerly
carried the rood, or crucifixion imagery, is of the same date, and
has been very ornamental, it requires considerable repairs if, as a
chancel screen, it is to be re-erected. Each of the two chapels
would have its screen, or parclose. As it was at this time com
pleted, the church was by no means wanting or ineffective. At
present the loss of the north transept is a mutilation which can
only be atoned for by its being brought again into existence. The
stone pulpit, when its carving is finished, will be a valuable deco
ration. The communion fittings and the reading desk are con
sistently ornamental. The old font, which has an honoured age
of some six centuries, is the only one of the appointments, as they
are called, that is very plain, it is a bone of contention between the
antiquary and the artist: if the question of toleration for its extreme
plainness be raised, the former would endeavour to pacify the latter
witB the remark, that any ancient Gothic font, if well placed, is
always effective. The neat benches and the warming apparatus
afford a look and a feeling of comfort unknown to our hardy fore
fathers. And the porch entrance presents great improvement.
This house of God, though in its previous appearance somewhat
cheerless, is now made very inviting; but the best assurance of its
securing a full attendance upon public worship is happily afforded
by the respected pastor, who is so justly accepted with much affec
tion in the hearts of his parishioners. The inhabitants and
subscribers may be congratulated upon these results; which do
credit to their liberality, and are, under the circumstances, a great
success. They may hereafter, possibly, from this step in advance,
be excited to other efforts; and we trust some munificent contribu
tors will be again, in the providence of God, raised up, to aid them
to carry further their improvements, so well initiated by this church
restoration. Visions, perhaps, of coming realities, may be con
ceived, to present the church, also, quite complete: its lost limb
restored, the lower windows of the nave recovered, and the propor
tions of the archways regained—which are at present too low; all
of which to be accomplished demands the lowering of the floor to
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its first level, with an expensive plan of drainage. Then with its
richly carved screen, together with its church furniture, that which
so recently appeared to be scarcely convertible, may boast of sym
metry and real beauty in the interior as well as exterior appearance :
nor should the historic interest that attaches be forgotten in the
pleasure of the survey. It is a proper pride that moves any one to
call attention to what is worthy of notice in his own locality; or
the something interesting that Old England possesses even in her
most retired hamlet. And if we be permitted to indulge in visions,
and, as fancy paints it, look at-the Grimston of the future—her
church beautified and completed; the village green in nice order;
the schools erected; the acquisition of a parsonage, and increased
endowment; the churchyard, with its lichgate, its trees and green
sward, its picturesque cross ruin—which, by the way, should be
made secure, but still left a ruin ; and in the midst a building,
whose aspiring tower with its pinnacles is a delightful feature,
wooing contemplation to those higher and exceeding glories; all,
too, in a district where the views are extensive and the natural
scenery good—we may conclude our remarks by pronouncing, that
Grimston shall not be last and least amongst the pleasing rural
homes of England.

29th January, 1872.

ANNUAL MEETING.
THE KEV. ASSHETON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the chair.
After the transaction of business in Committee MR. NORTH
(Hon. Secretary), at the request of the chairman, read the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1871.
A PERUSAL of the minute book of the Society for the past year will show that its
meetings and proceedings have lost none of their interest, although its work must
from various causes be somewhat curtailed. There is now no longer, in this county
the necessity to urge upon archaeologists and lovers of architectural antiquities, the
duty of restoring our ancient parish churches to decency and order. That was once
a prominent feature in the work of this and similar societies. Mow, however,
Christian liberality and a more thorough appreciation of what is at least comely and
decent, not to say necessary, in the condition of our ecclesiastical edifices, is so
thoroughly felt by the community generally, that our duty as archaeologists is rather
to take care that the necessity of preserving the original features of our ancient
fabrics is not forgotten.
Whilst commending the new ecclesiastical structures now erecting, or lately.completed, in Leicester, to your notice, as containing within them many points testifying
to the skill and inventive genius of the architects employed, and as showing, perhaps,
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in some of their defects rather the want of a larger outlay than inherent defect in
design, your Committee are pleased to observe the rapid improvements made during
the last few years in the domestic architecture of the town. Many houses and
warehouses have been erected during that time testifying to the gradual, but, it is
hoped, certain growth of a desire to employ honest material in an honest way;
leaving truthfulness in this as in other things to assert its supremacy over shams
and imitations, which it most assuredly will do. In a district where the best bricks
in the country can be made, it would indeed be a discredit to our architects, and to
our art students, if a material so easily manipulated could not be made susceptible
of great beauty. This is more and more being done, and Leicestershire can already
show moulded bricks which both in their form, their colour, as well as their .dura
bility, lead us to hope year by year their manufacture will be so improved that base
imitations of richer materials will be driven away, and that the ornamentation of
the exterior of our houses will be honest, and, what is no mean thing, homely.—that
is, made of a material procured at our very feet, and hitherto sadly neglected as in
capable of being worked into beauty of form for ornamentation.
The summer meeting at Uppingham, and the excursions through many parishes
in Rutland, with our friends of the Northamptonshire Society, were very pleasant
pages in our history. The ready kindness and welcome shown wherever the ex
cursionists halted, and the generous and elegant hospitality extended to all by the
Rev. E. Thriug, of Uppingham, and G. L. Watson, Esq., of Rockingham Castle, will
long be remembered by those who joined that pleasant gathering of antiquaries,
friends and neighbours.
The reports of the bi-monthly meetings, which have appeared from time to time
in the local newspapers, show that the interest hitherto attaching to those meetings
is not diminished.
Your Committee has more than once entered a strong protest against the de
struction of Wyggeston's Hospital—that best of memorials of one of our local
worthies. The Committee still feel very strongly that the destruction of that build
ing would be an uncalled for and unnecessary sweeping away of one of the few
remaining relics of semi-domestic mediaeval architecture in Leicester. Its destruction
would also appear, at least, to show a want of tender regard for the memory of a
man to whom Leicester is now, and will be, it is hoped, in the future, so much in
debted. In the opinion of your Committee this proposed destruction is the more to
be regretted, as the edifice might be appropriately retained for some useful public
purpose.
Your Committee hopes that the publications of the society placed in your hands
during the past year, have been found to be as valuable as the volumes issued in
preceding years; no pains having been spared to make them so.
It will be remembered that some time ago this Society largely assisted in the im
portant work of preserving the Jewry Wall, in Leicester and of so far excavating to
its base as to throw much light upon the origin of that massive block of Roman
masonry. You will learn with satisfaction that by means of a further money grant
from this Society, and an arrangement made with the Highway andjSewerage Com
mittee of the Town Council, those excavations have been continued along the whole
face of the wall, and the whole mass of masonry has been preserved from further
injury bj the erection of a strong iron fence.
The centre for the summer meeting, and excursions for 1872, cannot yet be
announced. It is hoped that arrangements now pending will be completed before
the bi-monthly meeting in March next.
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The following Statement of Accounts for the past year was
next submitted to the meeting.
THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY.
Treasurer's Account for 1871.
RECEIPTS.
1871.
£. ». d.
Jan. 1. Balance from last
Account .. .. 61 8 9
Dec. 31. Subscriptions and
Arrears received
during the year.. 96 1 6
Books sold .. ..
110

£•161 11 3

PAYMENTS.
1871.
Williamson, for Associated
Volume .. .. .. ..
Corporation of Leicester,
Account of Jewry Wall
Preservation .. .. ..
Rent of Room, two years ..
Crossleyand Clarke, two years
Archaeological Institute
..
Do. for numbers of Journal
to complete vols.
.. ..
Expenses of Uppingham
Meeting .. .. .. ..
Hall-keeper .. .. .. ..
Postage and Carriage .. ..
Bookbinding.. .. .. ..
Collector's Commission
..
Advertising .. .. .. ..
Subscriptions received in
error, and repaid .. ..
Balance in hand .. .. ..

£. s.

d.

34 H 10
15 0 0
10 0 0
941
110
0194
788
090
2 14 4
0 17 9
0 y 0
1 11 9
100
76 1 6

£161 11 3

Balance in hand, £70 Is. 6d.
23rd January, 1872.
Examined and found correct,
(Signed) ALFRED WHITBY.

PEOPOSED by MAJOB KNIGHT, seconded by the EEV. J. H. HILL,
F.S.A., and carried: That the Report now read, and the audited
Accounts now submitted to this meeting be adopted, received, and
passed, and be printed in the usual manner.
The Committee and Officers for the year 1872 having been
appointed it was
RESOLVED that the thanks of the Society be given to the Wor
shipful the Mayor of Leicester for his kind permission to use the
room in which the Society holds its bi-monthly meetings.
It was further
RESOLVED that the thanks of the Society be given to the press
for so well and fully reporting the proceedings of the Society.
ME. JAMES THOMPSON Jhere asked the kind attention of the
Society to a subject of some importance to antiquaries. There
were in the possession of Mr. North seventeen portions of stained
glass, representing the sacraments and ordinances of the Church
in this country before the Reformation. They had once been placed
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in an edifice in Southgate Street, the property of Mr. Stephens, the
father of the late Eev. R. Stephens, the Vicar of Belgrave, which
had heen anciently a chantry house, and had been removed thence
to Mr. Stephens' house at Belgrave. They had been figured in the
local histories of Nichols and Throsby. They were very valuable
as representing the costume of the period, the art of staining glass,
and the mode of observing ancient ordinances. On the sale of the
late Mr. Stephens' effects Mr. North had purchased the glass. If
they could be placed in one of the windows of S. Martin's Church,
he would move they be presented to the Vicar and Churchwardens,
on condition of their being protected against injury. In any case,
he begged to move that the Society reimburse Mr. North for his
outlay upon the specimens, and become the possessors of them,
if Mr. North would consent to hand them over for the purchase
price, £17.
The motion having been seconded, and Mr. North having
consented, on condition that the subjects be copied, with a view
to being engraved before he parted with them, it was passed
unanimously.
The following plans, drawings, and antiquities were exhibited:
By MESSES. OBDISH AND TBAT.LIN : An interior eastern view of
Syston Church, Leicestershire, before restoration under the care
of those gentlemen; a western interior view as now restored by
them, and a view of the chancel as it will appear if their plans are
carried out. A sketch of the tower, which is a very good specimen
of its type, was also exhibited.
By the REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A.: A lithograph of a portion of
the extremely curious and valuable "Mappa Mundi," preserved in
Hereford Cathedral. This ancient map, which has been long
known to English and Continental antiquaries, is the work of
Richard de Haldingham, who held the prebendal stall of Norton in
Hereford Cathedral, from A.D. 1290 to 1310. The map is executed
in colours upon vellum, the caligraphy being extremely beautiful.
Exact facsimiles of this map are now about being published.
By ME. WEATHEEHEAD : A Roman Urn (or Vase) discovered
three or four years ago in Navigation Street, Leicester, while ex
cavating for a cellar. It was a pretty little example of the pottery
known to Archaeologists as Castor ware, from the fact of its having
been manufactured at Castor (the ancient Durobrivae) in North
amptonshire. It measured in height 85- inches, by 2J at its greatest
diameter. It was of a dull leaden hue, and ornamented with the
usual leaf or scroll-pattern, in raised white pigment. Also a
Roman Ampulla, found in Buiiey's lane, of the usual form, and
of white ware. Both these vessels have been presented to the
Town Museum by Mr. William Gamble, of Byron Street. Mr.
Weatherhead further exhibited the remains of a large Mortarium
discovered in December last, whilst excavating for the gas tank in
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Thames Street. Also a Papal Bull, found in Leicester in 1871.
Obverse "SPA. SPE" (Saint Paul and Saint Peter) with the usual
conventional heads, divided by a cross. Keverse " ALEXANDER
P.P. mi." Alexander Till. Elected Pope 12 Dec. 1254.
_ By the REV. ASSHETON POWNALL, F.S.A.: Two Mediaeval Glass
Vials, found at Lutterworth and South Kilworth, upon which Mr.
Pownall proposes to read a Paper upon an early occasion.

March 25th, 1872.
THE EEV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
The REV. HUGH BEYAN, Lyddington, was elected a member.
ME. WEATHEEHEAD exhibited a cup of Samian ware found some
years ago in Leicester. This vessel, in addition to its elegant
form, is interesting, as bearing the same potter's mark as an
example discovered at Wroxeter (Uriconium), and which mark Mr.
Wright has figured in his work " The Celt, Roman, and Saxon "
(page 222), and upon the peculiarity of which Mr. Wright makes
some remarks. Also a Roman urn found in Leicester, 1872. Mr.
Weatherhead further contributed a list of potters' marks on Samian
ware, discovered in the town and county of Leicester. This list,
which contained no less than seventy-four names, or marks, is here
given with Mr. Weatherhead's prefatory remarks.
POTTERS' MARKS ON THE RED WARE TERMED
SAMIAN DISCOVERED IN THE TOWN AND COUNTY
OF LEICESTER.
IT is now some years since that this Society did the writer the
honour of electing him an Honorary Member, and though by way
of return for this esteemed privilege he can hardly venture the
hope that he can in any way render valuable or material aid, still
the thought has occurred to him that he could best serve the
interest of the Society by compiling a list of potters' marks
(alphabetically arranged) as found upon the red or Romano-Gaulish
pottery, commonly called Samian ware, discovered in our own
town and county, and which the writer conceives will be found
useful for the purpose of embodying in a future volume of the
transactions of the Society.
It will be found from the list appended hereto, that the majority
of these potters' marks, or stamps, are already in our Town
Museum, the remainder having been kindly submitted to the
writer for his inspection, and are the property of private individuals.
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It will be interesting to note that (with one or two exceptions)
the names which occur in this locality will be found to correspond
with, and are enumerated in, the lists of potters' stamps found in
London and Colchester, and described in Mr. Wright's valuable
work, " The Celt, the Roman, and the Saxon," and in Mr. Roach
Smith's admirable work, " Collectanea Antique."
It is greatly to be deplored that these interesting relics are ofttimes wholly cast aside as useless, as exhibiting no special beauty,
or ornamentation, or too fragmentary to be considered worth con
servation. No thorough-going antiquary will ever look upon these
fragments as despicable, but on the other hand will carefully
preserve them, well knowing that at some future time they may
prove missing links in the chain of evidence, and thus furnish both
LOCAL and useful information of the most important character. For
these reasons the writer would feel highly gratified if, for the time
to come, the members of the Society, in co-operation with their
friends, would kindly preserve such-lake relics as may hereafter be
discovered, and permit his inspecting the same, and by this means
enable him to augment the list, which he is thoroughly convinced
might be readily doubled. In texture this peculiar kind of ware is
exceedingly delicate, and its bright red colour reminds one of the
finest manufactured sealingwax. It is by no means an uncommon
occurrence to find in Museums (as in our own), instances where
the fractured portions have been held together by means of rivets
(usually of lead), going far to prove that the ancients attached a
high intrinsic value to this so-called Samian ware. " The Samian
are almost exclusively stamped in a label in the interior of the
vessels, across the bottom, and are chiefly restricted to the unembossed varieties; the ornamented kind rarely bears the potter's
mark; when it does it usually occurs in a larger type upon the
exterior surface."—Vide Coll. Ant.
It is sometimes difficult to decipher these names, which arises
from the fact of the letters of the names being connected, several
being monogram; or from the examples themselves being either
blundered or obscurely stamped or impressed; at the same time
every precaution has been taken to render our local list as correct
and reliable as possible, having been carefully compared with the
names hitherto found in London, and elsewhere. To those who
have paid but little, if any, attention to these matters, it may not
be out of place to add, that the letter M. in these stamps, prefixed
to or following the name, signifies manu; F. fecit; 0. and
OF. Officina—thus:—SILVINI. M. (by the hand of Silvinus).
BONOXVS. F. (Bonoxus made it). ALBINI. OF. (from the
workshop of Albinus).
J. E. WEATHEEHEAD.
1872. February.
74, Regent Street.
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•ALBANY.
•ALBINI. OF.
ALBVCI.
ALLIVS. OF.
•ANAILL'.
A. POL. AVSTI.
AVGVSTINVS.
AVITI. M.
AVITVS. F.
B.
BIGA. FEC.
•BONOXVS. F.
BVCCI.
C.
CAMPANIO.
CAPILE. 0.
CELSIANI. F.
•OF. CEN.
CINN—
CIPPI. M.
CLEMENS.
CRASSIACVS. F.
CRICIPONIS.
•CROBISO. F. •

D.
•DIVICI. M.
DOCCVS. F.
DOCCI. M.
DOMINCI.
•JDOMIT1ATAN.
DOMITTS. F.
DVPI—VS. F.

G.
GEMINI. F.
GENIOR. F.
GERMN (Germani).

ITVRONIS. OF.
IVLI. LALLISSA.

L.
LOCIRM. M.
LOLLI. M.
LTPPA.

U.
MATERNI. M.
MAXMIN.
MOSSI. MA.
N.
NAMILIANI. M.
OFFCE.
P.
PANIC. M.
PATERCLO.
PATERNI.
PATRICI. M.
PAVLI. M.
OF PISSIA.
PRIMANI.

B.
•REGINVS. F.
ROPPVS. FE.
RVFIVS. FE. (or Ruffus).

S.
OF. SAB.
SABINI. M.
SACERO. M.
SECANDI. M.
L. ER. SECT—
SECVNDI. M.
SENNIVS. F.
SEVERI. M.
SEVERIAN. M.
SEXTI. MA.
SEXTVS. F.
S1LVINI M.
SILYI. OF.
SVOBNI. 0.
SVOBNI. M.
'SVBDILLVS.

T.
•TEDDL?
T1BERI. M.
TITVRONIS.
TITVRONIS. OF.
V.
VERECV.
VIDVCVS. F.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Weatherhead for the great
trouble he had taken in preparing his list, and for so kindly placing
it at the disposal of the Society.

May "2,1th, 1872.
THE REV. ASSHETON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the chair.
After passing several Resolutions relating to the Summer
Meeting to be held in the month of September next, at Lutterworth, the following gentlemen were elected MEMBEES of the
Society:
The Right Hon. the Earl of Gainsborough, Exton Park; the
Rev. Canon Burfield, Vicar of 8. Mark's, Leicester; the Rev.
Marked thus are in the possession of private individuals.
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Charles Fryer Eastburn, Rector of Medbourne; Captain Worswick,
Normanton Hall; and Captain Pearson of Walcott.
The CHAIRMAN remarked with reference to the two mediaeval
glass vials found at Lutterworth and South Kilworth, and exhibited
by him at the January (1872) meeting of the Society, that a similar
vessel (though apparently more modern) had lately been found in a
church in Hertfordshire.
The following antiquities &c., were exhibited:
By MR. JOHN HUNT : Two encaustic tiles from Beeby Church,
Leicestershire. A Tradesman's Token, issued in Leicester, by
David Deakin in 1657. A Denarius of Gratian and other Roman
Coins, found in Leicester.
By MR. TRAYLIN : A fine collection of Roman remains from
Castor, Northamptonshire, including a mould for casting a small
mask, two inches in height; vases of various sizes and patterns;
bone pins, and bodkins; an Aurius of Vespasian, and other coins.
By the REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A.: Pedigrees of the Wentworth
and De Insula families, written by Blore, the historian of Rutland.
By the REV. A. POWNALL, F.S.A.: A tetradrachm of Smyrna,
with turreted head, the impersonation of the city; but the
genuineness of the coin was doubted by the exhibitor.
The REV. A. POWNALL also exhibited an object in bronze, found
at East Farndon, almost on the surface of the soil. In form it
was of an elongated diamond shape, measuring 2j inches long, by
1J inches at the widest part, with a thickness of about f of an inch.
The sides were both of them ornamented—one with the figure of a
bird, marked by incised lines, and displayed much as the spread
eagle is in heraldry—the other with a pattern of a simple kind
which may be described as combining cross and circle, in variations.
This pattern was in low relief, and the incised parts had been filled
in with a pigment or enamel of a pale blue colour; the lines of the
ornament on the other side having been likewise picked out with a
similar substance, only in colour not blue, but white. There was
reason for supposing this object once formed the pommel of a
sword or dagger such as might have been used on state occasions
and its date was probably that of the thirteenth century.
MR. NORTH exhibited and described a portion of the ancient
stained glass lately acquired by this Society, and now adds the
following prefatory remarks:
LEICESTER ANCIENT STAINED GLASS.
BEFORE proceeding to call your attention to the extremely interest
ing and valuable series of Ancient Glass Paintings which have
recently become the property of this Society, I will attempt to give
a description of the glass itself, and, then, after describing from
time to time, as opportunity offers, and to the best of my ability,
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the subjects depicted upon it, I may have something to say as to
the probable use of the building in which it was originally placed.
At the close of the last century this glass formed a series of
lights in the hall and kitchen (formerly one room,) of a house in
the Highcross Street, Leicester, then occupied by Mr. Stephens.
The subjects, as described by the local historians, Throsby and
Nichols, were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
- 7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
' 14.

S. Margaret.
S. Christopher.
S. Catherine.
S. George.
The Annunciation.
The Birth of the Virgin Mary.
The Wise Men's Offering.
The Presentation in the Temple.
The Resurrection.
The Ascension.
The Transfiguration.
The Elevation of the Host.
The Assumption.
Part of the same.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
23.
23.
24.
2fl.
26.
37.
28.

Marriage.
Baptism.
Confirmation.
Ordination,
Penance.
Extreme Unction.
Visiting the Sick.
Burial of the Dead.
The Trinity.
Releasing the Prisoner.
Relieving the Hungry and Thirsty.
Clothing the Naked.
»
Crest of the Town Arms.
The Town Arms.

The subjects probably then appeared in the order in which they
are here given.
Upon the death of Mr. Stephens, the then owner, the house
became the property of his son, the late Rev. Eichard Stephens,
who was for many years Vicar of Belgrave. In a note written to
me by that gentleman, dated llth October, 1864, he says "I sold
it to Mr. Harris" (Mr. Samuel Harris, formerly a surgeon in
Leicester) " and I believe it now belongs to Mr. Harris of Westcotes. .... The painted glass I removed before I sold the house,
and I have it still." The house in question is now occupied by,
and is, I believe, the property of Mr. "Wingate, Surgeon. The
range of lights, filled with ordinary glass, are still remaining.
Upon the death of the Eev. E. Stephens, I—as related by
Mr. Thompson at the January (1872) meeting of this Society—
purchased the glass, wishing to prevent its being dispersed, and
it has since, very properly, become the property of this Society.
It will, I trust, be eventually placed in a position of safety, but of
easy access, as a valuable specimen of glass painting of its period,
and as a curious series of illustrations of subjects which must
always be of much interest to the ecclesiologist, and to the general
antiquary.
Upon carefully removing the glass from the box in which it
had been kept by Mr. Stephens, I found some of the "lights"
damaged, but they were in as good a condition as could well be
expected. " The Wise Men's Offering" was missing, as was also i
No. 14 on Throsby's list, whatever that subject may have been, for |
it was not likely to have been what he describes it. An examina
tion of the subjects led me to assign one or two as depicting scenes
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different from those mentioned by our local historians. For instance
"The Transfiguration" is, I think, Our Lord in Glory; "The
Trinity " is clearly The Coronation of the Virgin; " Releasing the
Prisoners " is evidently Sheltering the Strangers; " Relieving the
Hungry and Thirsty" is Giving Drink to the Thirsty only—a
fragment of a former painting depicting "Relieving the Hungry"
being now incorporated in the one showing the Eucharist.
For the purpose of better describing the various subjects de
picted, I arranged them more in their natural sequence thus:
1. THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MABY.
2. THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE.
3. THE RESURRECTION.
4. THE ASCENSION.
5. OUR LORD IN GLORY.
6. THE BIRTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.
7. .THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.
8. THE CORONATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MAEY.
9. HOLY BAPTISM.
10. THE HOLY EUCHARIST and a portion of FEEDING THE
HUNGRY.
11. CONFIRMATION.
12. PENANCE.
13. ORDERS.
14. MATRIMONY.
15. EXTREME UNCTION.
16. BURIAL OF THE DEAD.
17. VISITING THE SICK.
18. SHELTERING THE STRANGER.
19. GIVING DRINK TO THE THIRSTY.
20. CLOTHING THE NAKED.
21. S. MARGARET.
22. S. KATHARINE.
23. S. CHRISTOPHER.
24. S. GEORGE.
25. THE TOWN CREST. (?)
26. THE TOWN ARMS.
Each subject (excepting the four Saints, which each occupy a
space nine inches by four inches) is depicted upon a circular piece
of glass six inches and a half in diameter. The ornamental
accessories surrounding each picture have suffered much from
various causes, and are in a far worse state of preservation than
the more important portions.
Apart from the strong evidence afforded by the costume shown
in the various scenes, (and which will be pointed out as each
subject is hereafter described,) the mode of executing his work
adopted by the artist, the colours employed, and the accessories
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surrounding the main subjects of his pictures, all clearly point to
the date when they were produced.
The late Mr. Charles Winston (so well known for his researches
into the art of glass painting) divided the periods or styles of the
art into five sections. "In the fourth period (the Cinque Cento,
from 1500 to 1550)—the early part of which Mr. Winston describes
as ' the golden age of glass painting'—the pictorial treatment
predominates; the colouring is of a most rich and splendid nature;
perfect brilliancy and effect are aimed at, and obtained; the figures
and draperies are well drawn; the architecture and ornament be
come of secondary consideration, and the whole subject is dis
tinguished by a profuse employment of rich yellow glass of varied
tints; the accessories are of the Renaissance school."*
It is to this period that our Leicester glass may safely (apart
from the evidence afforded by the costume) be assigned. The
English glass of the time of Henry VII. (writes Mr. J. Fowler,
F.S.A., who has devoted much attention to the subject) is very
often both painted and shaded on both sides, but the side to
be fixed inside—namely to the eye of the spectator—is in
variably that on which the outline is executed in opaque brown
paint.
An inspection of the Leicester glass shows that its characteristics
exactly accord with the peculiarities just mentioned. The acces
sories are clearly of the Renaissance school, and I cannot describe
the colours employed, and the mode of laying them on the glass
better than in the words of Mr. Traylin. To that gentleman we
are all indebted for the excellent tracings he has gratuitously taken
of the subjects, and for the great care he has bestowed upon the
printing in colours of the sheets which will illustrate my descrip
tions in our Transactions. Mr. Traylin says in answer to my
enquiries :—" The outline of the subjects is painted in a rich
brown colour on the face of the glass. The colour of the drapery
and ornamental parts is a bright yellow laid on the back of the
glass, and varied in depth (in some cases approaching a" sienna) by
the fullness or thinness of the colour laid on. In some cases—as
in the figure of S. George, and in the'water under the feet of S.
Christopher—a thin ' scrumbling' of brown is thrown over the
yellow. The small pieces of ruby and of blue—especially observ
able, with quatrefoil tracery thereon, in the case of S. Christopher
—are probably modern introductions."
It must be a matter of surprise that this glass representing, as
it does, many pictures relating to subjects of great religious con
troversy, should have been allowed to remain comparatively
uninjured in a private house for over three centuries. And this
surprise must be increased when we remember that in almost every
* See J. B. Waring's Notes on Mr. Winston's Drawings of Stained and Painted
Glass Windows, p. 9.

142

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

instance such subjects, at one time undoubtedly common in
England, have been destroyed, and so have disappeared. There
is good reason for thinking that, however such a preservation was
effected during the stormy days of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, the later owners of the property preserved the glass with
an apparent appreciation of its antiquarian value. On the "light"
on which the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is depicted may
be seen written with the glazier's diamond " Saml Walker Glazed
these windows for Mr. John Stephens, Feb. 14, 1764," thus show
ing that care was then taken of the glass. It was probably at that
time that the fragment of one of the Acts of Mercy, as already
mentioned, found its way into the " light" containing the Holy
Eucharist. Again, after the death of Mr. John Stephens, and
when the property passed from the possession of his son the Rev.
R. Stephens, that gentleman evidently prized the glass too much
to leave it in the hands of strangers.
Without following the classification adopted by some writers
upon similar scenes in the life of our Lord, and of the Blessed
Virgin, I will call the first five
INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF OUR LORD.
Some idea may be formed of the manner in which this subject was
treated by mediaeval artists in this country, and also of the way in
which even our village churches were decorated during the middle
ages, by a study of the extremely interesting series of mural paint
ings preserved on the walls of the Chancel of the church of
Chalgrove, Oxfordshire. Beside other paintings there preserved,
there are twenty-eight specially devoted to illustrate the scripture
narrative of our Lord's Life. Mr. Burges speaking of these
paintings says they " are certainly some of the most perfect, if
not the most perfect, we have remaining in this country. The
chancel of Chalgrove Church is probably the only place where an
idea can be formed of the general effect of the more humble class
of paintings of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries."*
The Leicester glass gives five subjects, if the Annunciation may
be included, relating to our Blessed Lord.
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,
Has been treated by artists in two ways—first, as a mystery
symbolizing the Incarnation of the Deity, and secondly as an
historical event. It may also be accepted in either of two ways,
according to the sequence in which it is placed by the artist—as
• Archoeologia, Vol. xxxviii. The Rev. R. F. Lawrence, Vicar of Chalgrove to
whom I am much indebted for a sketch of Mr. Surges' description of these paint
ings adds : " I am sorry to say that the paintings have faded very much since the
above was written."
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one of a series of events in the Life of the Virgin, or as an im
portant and beautiful prelude connected with the Life of our
Saviour upon earth. When it is remembered how touchingly
simple and beautiful is S. Luke's chronicle of the Annunciation,
it will not be a matter of surprise that the event was not only
eagerly appropriated by the artists of Mediaeval times, but that it
is one of the Scriptural narratives most frequently sought to be
illustrated in modern attempts to beautify and adorn our churches.
Calling attention to the Leicester glass, I may remind you that
the event depicted took place in "A city of Galilee named Nazareth,"
and that the angel holding a sceptre (the attribute of a herald),
and clothed in a robe which is fastened at the throat by a rich
clasp or morse, is the angel Gabriel, who was sent from God to
make the wondrous announcement to Mary. The artist of the
Leicester glass, following the reading of S. Luke's narrative, shows
this event as taking place within the house; tradition says, at
about sunset. Mary is represented as having been either reading
the volume open on the table or desk beside her, or as having been
engaged in her devotions, when the angel appeared. This is in
accordance with the description of S. Bernard, who says that the
Virgin was studying the prophecies of Isaiah, and having read the
words "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son," thought
within herself " How blessed the woman of whom these words are
written ! Would I might be but her handmaid to serve her, and
allowed to kiss her feet;" when the heavenly message was delivered
to her. The message (in Latin) of the angel is given on the rib
bon or label above his head " Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with
thee." Over the Virgin's head is her simple and trustful reply,
" Behold the handmaid of the Lord." By the side of the Virgin
stands her special attribute, the lily. Over all, surrounded by rays
of light, is a demi-figure representing God the Father, sending
forth upon a beam of light the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.
An interesting example of this subject, as a mural painting,
was uncovered on the east wall of the chancel of South Leigh
Church, near Oxford, during restoration, in the year 1872. The
Virgin stands looking upwards with her symbol, the lily, in her
hands. The Dove, as a symbol of the Holy Ghost, descends upon
her. Another mural painting depicting the Annunciation is pre
served among the valuable series existing in the chancel of
Chalgrove Church, Oxfordshire: on a jamb of a window on the
north side stands a large figure of the angel Gabriel, on the cor
responding jamb is given a large figure of the Blessed Virgin.
THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE.
The event depicted upon the second portion of the Leicester
glass is that styled in the book of Common Prayer of the Church
of England, " The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, commonly
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called the Purification of the Virgin Mary." The origin and
meaning of the ceremony are given in Lev. xii. 4, Exod. xxii, 29,
Num. viii. 17, and the actual event here represented is described
by S. Luke in the second chapter of his Gospel, verses 22 to 40.
Although there is little doubt that this was the first Festival in
stituted in honour or memory of the Blessed Virgin, and that in
later times it constituted in works of art, the first of what are
called her Seven Sorrows, still, in ancient, and specially in Greek
art, the act of Simeon embracing our Saviour in his arms is made
so far a prominent subject, as to cause the event to be called the
Nunc Dimittis.* In Mediaeval, and indeed in our own times, the
day of this Festival was, and still is, popularly known as Candle
mas-day, and explanatory of this, Blunt, in his Annotated Book of
Common Prayer,^ says:—" The popular name of this festival
(Candlemas-day) perpetuates the memory of a very ancient custom,
that of walking in procession with tapers and singing hymns. In
a homily on the Purification, Alcuin says (A.D. 790): ' The whole
multitude of the city collecting together devoutly celebrate the
solemnity of the Mass, bearing a vast number of wax lights; and
no one enters any public place in the city without a taper in his
hand.' S. Bernard also (A.D. 1153) gives the following description
of the practice, as carried out in his day : ' We go in procession,
two by two, carrying candles in our hands, which are lighted, not
at a common fire, but at a fire first blessed in the church by a
Bishop. They that go out first return last; and in the way we
sing ' Great is the glory of the Lord.' We go two by two in com
mendation of charity and a social life, for so our Saviour sent out
His disciples. We carry lights in our hands; first, to signify that
our light should shine before men ; secondly, this we do this day
especially in memory of the Wise Virgins (of whom this blessed
Virgin is the chief) that went to meet their Lord with their lamps
lit and burning. And from this usage and the many lights set up
in the church this day, it is called Candelaria, or Candlemas.
Because our works should be all done in the holy fire of charity,
therefore the candles are lit with holy fire. They that go first
return last, to teach humility, ' in honour preferring one another.'
Because God loveth a cheerful giver, therefore all sing in the way.
The procession itself is to teach us that we should not stand idle
in the way of life, but ' go from strength to strength,' not looking
back to that which is behind, but reaching forward to that which is
before.' " It may be added that the use of a profusion of light,
on this day arose, it is said, from a desire to commemorate the fact
that our Saviour was this day declared to be " a Light to lighten the
Gentiles." There are a few ancient examples of this subject still
* Simeon as embracing our Saviour, was considered the type of the Gentiles;
Anna as that of the Jews; who prophesied great things of the Saviour, but did not
t pp. 131-8.
embrace Him when He appeared.
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preserved in our English Churches; they are however far from
being numerous. In the large series of mural paintings preserved
in the Chancel of Chalgrove Church, Oxfordshire, relating to the
Life of our Lord, the Presentation in the Temple is given in its
proper place. The artist of the Leicester glass treats the subject
very simply. The priest, standing under a canopy and behind an
altar-shaped table, is about to receive the Infant Saviour from His
mother, who is in the act of so presenting Him to the Lord. Behind
her stands Joseph, carrying in a basket the enjoined offering of the
poor—two turtle doves or two young pigeons—wherewith to redeem
the first-born. Near at hand are two female figures bearing tapers,
thus mixing up in a characteristic manner the modern custom of
the day with the Levitical ceremonies. Joseph is properly repre
sented as an old, bald-headed, but by no means a weakly man. In
ancient art the woman Salome is usually represented as in attend
ance upon the Virgin Mary; one of the two female figures here
given may be intended for her.
MR. VINCENT WING of Melton-Mowbray contributed the fol
lowing Paper on
CHUKCH VANDALISM.
IT is a painful, but necessary, business which devolves on our
Society to describe with exactness,* and to register in the volumes
of the " Transactions," injuries perpetrated on ancient structures;
for by this means, should better times arrive, redintegration
may possibly be practicable—the following paper is written
accordingly:—
At the west end of Melton Mowbray Church there is a large
Galilee Porch with its piscina and other relics. It is gorgeous
with sculpture of the very best description of the periods of
Henry III. and Edward II. And, precious as it is to the artist, it
is equally so to the ecclesiologist and antiquary. It is a special
object of interest, as having, amongst other things, the unusual
number of four All Comers' Apertures. We give this name sug
gestively: for Lychnoscope, Low Side Window, etc., is not
satisfactory nomenclature; and as it may be proved that these
mysterious openings were used for various purposes—such as
witnessing mass, receiving the host, confession, doles, etc., in con
nexion with solitarii, or lepers, or persons inadmissible to the
* This critique it was imperative on the Honorary Local Secretary to write, and
it is necessarily satirical to be useful as a deterrent in other cases; which considera
tion, in conjunction with the deservedly favourable remarks contained in it, will
obviate any charge of bitterness. It has been borne in mind for precaution, that on
the one hand such mischief would ordinarily betray into exaggeration, whilst on the
other the mortification of this exposure would sharpen, if it excited, reproach; and
consequently, in every particular, accuracy has been very carefully considered:
future generations, therefore, may rely upon exactness iu guidance obtained from
this contribution to the Society's records.
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interior, a more comprehensive name is required. The unusual
number is accounted for by the existence of a spring a mile and a
half off, which in the fourteenth century was more celebrated than
any other for the cure of leprosy: a building that was formerly a
residence for as many as fourteen priests is still standing, and is
contiguous to the churchyard. Then as to architectural merit—
The inner doorway of the porch, which was originally the chief
portal of the church, has its superior mouldings tastefully grouped
in distinct orders, the capitals have the graceful conventional
foliage of the period, and the proportions and arrangements are of
the most exquisite design. On each side is discernible in the wall
the outline of a niche, no doubt, of corresponding beauty. Upon
the erection of the porch the doorway was left untouched, but the
niches were superseded by Decorated ones, the canopies of which
are there, and though overhanging modern recesses, still exhibit
much of their beautiful carving. On the outside there are six niches
of the same date and character tolerably perfect, but the caps, the
crowning ornaments of the octagonal buttresses that flank the
front, have long disappeared. The outer doorway has a profusion
of the vignette moulding most delicately undercut, and is enriched
with ballflower, foliated capitals, finial, etc., all first rate. For
antiquarian interest and art beauty, it is difficult to conceive any
thing more worthy of protection against Vandalism than this gem
of architecture.
What, then, has been its fate in this century of restoration ?
Many years ago the Goths and Vandals invaded it; and finding
the Early English doorway chipped in places, they worked down
the mouldings of capitals and bases, leaving the beautifully carved
foliage projecting and other parts out of place; the shafts which
were detached ones, they pushed back into a bed of mortar; and
they introduced a head on each side where the label previously
came down to the abacus. Moreover, as swine with pearls before
them, they have all but ruined these intensely interesting four
Apertures: they have taken from them their special characteristics,
by removing the mysterious blocking of masonry, introducing
glazing, and making them and the whole interior of the porch as
new as a coat fresh from the tailor. Windows were rudely opened
in the front when the porch in the last century was used for a
school: the recesses of these they have religiously preserved!—
converting them into a sort of aumbries ! And earlier strings and
bases, which had been exterior and were cut off upon this part
becoming in the next century interior to the chapel, they have
foolishly, and at considerable expense, put on again ! Then, to
complete their renovation of the stonework, with marvellous taste
they surrounded the floor with a stone garret skirting, which would
conveniently receive the epitaph of these little Wrens—"Si monumentum quceria circumspice." Hereupon they rested, as if their
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innovating strength were for a while exhausted. Being somewhat
out of breath after their iconoclastic campaign, they found them
selves too feehle, it may be, to attempt the roof; and this after
wards had the good fortune to be consigned to, and well executed
under a professional architect, which gave us hope for the future.
But—alas for sublunary uncertainty!—another campaign was
commenced; and, whilst Professor G. G. Scott was now doing
battle with decay and effecting true restoration in other parts of
the church, some Black party—not to say Hottentot—unfortu
nately begins anew the war of havock at this aforesaid porch. So
this rich and beautiful parish heirloom one morning makes its
appearance with something like a map of the Black Sea on the
pavement in front of it, and upon entering it is found that his Sable
Majesty has erected his throne and converted it into a coke store !
By this means the walls and the new roof, were to be blackened
until they came up to the taste of their guardians. After some
time this was arrested and the coke removed. But how about the
further innovations ? In another attack the pathway in front of
the porch was lowered to improve the view, as they supposed,, and
cleverly enough they left the footprints of their march in—what
they call a tread—a serious crack down this exquisitely beautiful
front, throwing at the same time a great part slightly out of its
perpendicular, as it seems, by unskilful underpinning. Heads,
finial, etc., at this time they restored with Ancaster, instead of
Barnack or Clipsham, stone, making them look smooth like com
post. The turrets are capped with a flat production of a time
farther back: we hope they will eventually have gorgeous pinnacles
to harmonise as, we conclude, they once did with the rest of the
structure—the entrance to York chapter-house has a suitable guide
to it. The new side parapets, like the roof, have been intelligently
designed. But this year of grace, 1872, has arrived,—and here
they are again!! the Goths and Vandals with their axes and
hammers! Their present onslaught is made upon the doorways of
the porch. In architectural beauty the first thing is proportion;
and upon the examples under consideration the most diligent
lucubrations were spent, with little calculation of present ruin.
Our friends, having previously arranged one step up and two steps
down into the church at this entrance, have awaked to discover
that one step down only would land them more conveniently. So
they plough a lower passage through the porch floor and lengthen
the door jambs to meet it. Hereby the inner doorway loses the
richness of its archivolt by disproportioned elevation, and what
was a paragon is thus made faulty. But hark! they break the
legs of the outer doorway, that unique, as well as exquisite gem !
They lower the bases, and lengthen the jambs by inserting a cross
piece, six and a quarter inches deep, through the shafts and
vertical mouldings—this destruction of proportion they may think
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adds a grandeur, though it be a grandeur of folly only. The
serious question is—Can nothing be done to restrain incompetency
from acting without advice of the professional architect? This
porch is probably the gift of an incumbent of yore, who was no
ignoramus in architecture, but a prodigy as to the art, and whose
after-celebrity casts pre-eminently a lustre on the long line of the
pastorate of Melton Mowbray: we refer to that most illustrious of
the natives of Melton, William de Melton, the builder of the nave
of York Cathedral, archbishop, lord chancellor, etc., etc.,—surely
his ghost will haunt the bedsides of these faulty conservators of
his memory! But even great men dishonour their cloth when
they abandon their calling for illegitimate meddling. This
doughty Archbishop mustered an army of eight thousand men,
and sallied forth to chastise the Scots for their incursions. He
had with him the Bishop of Ely, the Bishop of Norwich, the
Abbot of St. Mary's, York, the Abbot of Selby, the Dean of York,
and Clerks, Monks, and Canons very numerous. The Scotch
commanders, however, understood war better than their mitred
foemen. Melton with his forces crossed the river Swale near the
village of Mitton, but before they could form they were conquered
—one-half the number were slain or drowned, half the remainder
were put where church destroyers deserve to be, and of the leaders
but few returned with the fugitive Archbishop to tell the story.
This was called " The White Battle," from the number of ecclesi
astics engaged in it. Having given the obverse of church matters,
justice demands a glance at the reverse of them to the credit of
those who have so tarnished their fair fame. Much of the money
has been admirably spent, and the contractors' work is well done.
Melton church was in a hazardous state, and at a great cost it has
been made safe to a certain extent; but still with the exception of
the south transept, which is originally built weaker, and all its
pillars, with the south front, and the south-west pier of the tower
—which partly has support from the transept, incline southward.
If Melton should ever be as lucky as other places, and obtain a gift
of a thousand pounds, the donor would do well to stipulate for its
expenditure on this transept—the roof here is much decayed also:
he might hereby be the means of saving from a fall the whole
edifice, which is one of the nation's proudest monuments. The
restoration is a heavy work, and the financial success inadequate;
many thousands are wanted to complete. The district is un
favourable. The lay rector has liberally restored the chancel, but,
with this exception, only one subscription as much as £300 has
been received, and that from a townsman. For a year or two the
collection lingered at a forlorn modicum; when the ladies came to
the rescue, and by a famous bazaar initiated the work, converting
despair into sanguine expectation. The vicar since, with untiring
energy, has chiefly helped to bring up the means to the present
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amount of more than £6000. A great portion of this has been
expended on the nave and the basement of the tower; the decayed
roofs, and the cracked and inclining walls have been wisely made
right, and many great improvements have been effected. But,
without tracking our restorers through all their aberrations in the
church as well as in the porch, it would seem blind, not less than
negligent, to omit mention of the monstrosity of the floor of the
nave and transepts. Instead of having one level, they have
divided it unnecessarily, dangerously, and foolishly, into several
platforms; this is an innovation so peculiar, that it ought to be
made known that it has not been directed by Mr. Scott, and can
only be construed of " fancy bred " in the moon. We would offer
them our sincere thanks for the laudable efforts to restore and
beautify this magnificent edifice, and would not less thank them if
they would undo all that they have done without Professor Scott's
approbation.

September 10th and llth, 1872.
THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING
Of the Society was held (in conjunction with the Architectural
Society of the Archdeaconry of Northampton) at Lutterworth, on
the 10th and llth September, 1872, under the Presidency of the
Kev. W. F. Wilkinson, the Rector of the parish.
At 11.30 there was short Morning Prayer in the parish church,
after which
The REV. G. A. POOLE proceeded to explain the Architectural
features of the fabric, which has been thoroughly restored by Sir
Gilbert Scott since the Leicestershire Society's visit in 1861. He
began by remarking that his duty that morning was a very light
one. The great feature of interest in that church was its connec
tion with John Wycliffe, and as that was entirely theological and
historical, and as, with the theological and historical, he had on
that occasion no concern, he had no intention of entering upon
that particular subject that day. The recently inserted monument
and brasses he would leave out of the question, and even the
historical question he should touch only in so far as the church
told its own history through its architectural character. As they
were all aware, there were certain indications in every architectural
building, which had any pretensions to architecture, by which they
could tell, within a certain small number of years, the time when
it was erected. Although most churches had been considerably
disturbed by restorations they still found indications of Saxon work,
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proving not unfrequently that to trace their origin they must go
backward to Saxon times. So far as ancient architecture was
concerned he characterized that neighbourhood as rather poor,
inasmuch as, though he had visited several churches in view of
their excursion next day, he could find nothing that carried him
back further than the thirteenth century, though one could hardly
pass through a series of churches without finding something
Norman, while the thirteenth century was Early English. Passing
on to the characteristic features of Lutterworth Church, the Rev.
gentleman remarked that that edifice carried them back to the
thirteenth century, and that the earliest portion of the church yet
discovered was a little lancet-shaped window, on the south side of
the chancel, which was only exposed as late as the last restoration,
and was supposed to be of about the date 1250. What the state
of the church was at that time they had no means of knowing, but
they might presume that there was a chancel, nave, and aisles, and
probably a tower, but no clerestory, while the nave, aisles, and
chancel all belonged to one part or other of the fourteeenth century.
Wycliffe was presented to the living about 1375, and the state of
the church at that time must have been something of this kind—
a tower such as it was at that moment, except so far as the upper
part was concerned, which he would not say was wanting, as it was
not a matter of great importance; and the nave, the aisles, and
chancel were also there, and a portion was converted from the
Early English to the Decorated style of the fourteenth century.
At the time the church was plastered there were certain indications
of an old roof, but these had now, unfortunately, disappeared. At
first the roof, the apex of which was about as high as the clerestory
windows, covered both the nave and the aisles ; but at the end of
the fourteenth century the roof failed, and the universal custom of
making up the lowness of the body of the building by raising the
clerestory above the arches, was then adopted, the clerestory and
roof being apparently of about the same character, viz., late in the
fifteenth century; probably 1460 or 1470. As far as he could call
to mind at that moment, that was about the last of the changes
made in that church until the recent restoration. He was glad to
observe, that a good deal of original painting still remained about
the church, upon which he commented in terms of eulogium.
With respect to the ancient pulpit which adorned the sacred edifice,
though Mr. Bloxam was sceptical as to whether it was the very
pulpit used by Wycliffe, he (Mr. Poole) thought there could be no
question or doubt about it, inasmuch as it might clearly have been
there at the time of the erection of a church of that sort of tran
sition between the Decorated and the Perpendicular, which was
about the time the Reformer arrived in that neighbourhood. The
Rev. gentleman next reminded them that Wycliffe, and William of
Wykeham were contemporaries; both being born about the same
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time, and that Wycliffe represented the Destructive spirit, William
of Wykeham, the Constructive, or Reconstructive spirit. He
thought it a wonderful proof of the faith and energy of the
churchmen of those times that the Reconstructive spirit was so
largely and strongly developed, though the Destructive spirit was
already exerting a great influence in the world. The Rev. gentleman
expressed his satisfaction that at the present time the work of
church restoration was being carried on throughout the country,
and reminded them that if they had patience in their generation to
do a part of the work, they would secure a grander and more
glorious result than if they attempted too much, and so laid them
selves open to the risk of failure.
The party then proceeded to inspect the principal architectural
features of the edifice. The entrance to the stairs leading to the
rood-loft first attracted attention, and it was remarked that
originally there must have been a great beam across the chancel,
bearing the Rood with the figures of the Blessed Virgin and S.
John. It was also noted that the wall on one side of the chancel
arch was pierced by a small aperture, probably a hagioscope or squint,
in order to allow those who occupied seats on one side of the nave
to witness at least the elevation of the Host. Over the chancel arch
there is a "Doom," a large and curiously designed ancient paint
ing of the last judgment, while over the north doorway is another
ancient mural painting too much damaged toJbe clearly deciphered.
A great object of interest was the beautiful monument to Wycliffe,
executed at a cost of about £400, and which occupies, it is said,
the spot where the remains of the martyr were interred. The
inscription was written by the Rev. Charles Webb le Bas, the
biographer of the Reformer.
THE TEMPORARY MUSEUM,
Opened in the Town Hall, next claimed attention.- There was a
goodly exhibition of objects of local and general interest, including
a fine collection (thirteen trays) of Roman, Greek, Anglo-Saxon,
English, and other coins, medals, etc., shown by the Rev. A.
Pownall, F.S.A.; a curious collection of early printed books, tracts,
etc.; Lutterworth Constables' Accounts, from 1654, and Church
wardens' Accounts, from 1619, lent by the Rev. W. F. Wilkinson;
a valuable collection of objects of the Palaeolithic period, by Mr. F.
Sharpe, of Dallington; a number of portraits by Vandyke, lent by
Mrs. Evans; a goodly collection of Roman and Greek pottery;
models of Lutterworth Church, before and after restoration; a
valuable gold chalice, reported by the Rev. E. Elmhirst as having
been once the property of Bishop Ken : added to all which was a
large collection of local curiosities, photographs, etc., etc., the
whole making an exhibition at once attractive and instructive.
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OPENING PUBLIC MEETING.
At three o'clock a large number of the members and friends of
the two Societies assembled in the Town Hall. The chair was
taken by the President of the Meeting
The REV. W. F. WILKINSON, who in welcoming the Societies
to Lutterworth said :—A very pleasant duty is assigned to me on
this occasion; it is that of giving some kind of expression to the
very great satisfaction with which the Lutterworth Local Committee,
and also the parishioners and inhabitants of Lutterworth, receive
on this occasion the visit of the members of the Leicestershire and
Northamptonshire Architectural and Archaeological Societies. It
is, I believe, eleven years since a similar visit was paid to this
town on the part of the Leicester and Leicestershire Society, and
though I have no recollection at all connected with the visit per
sonally, yet I think from the assurance I have received from many
of the members who recollect that visit eleven years ago, the
remembrance of that visit adds cordiality to the welcome which we
now accord to at least one of the two societies; while I may add
that as the visit of one society left among us such a pleasant
recollection, the fact that two societies now visit us just doubles
the cordiality of our reception. The migratory character that
societies of various kinds associated for different objects have
assumed of late years, is, I think, a characteristic of our age;
indeed, it may perhaps be described as quite a peculiarity, this
arising, no doubt, from many influences, and on various accounts
acting beneficially on society at large, and creating a great and
more general desire for the acquisition of knowledge of various
kinds. This migratory character of our great associations has been
fostered, if not in the first instance suggested, by the great and
more numerous facilities afforded for intercourse by our railway
communication. We may, however, congratulate ourselves on the
fact that such a habit has brought the two societies together to
meet in this place. I am glad that this custom is observed in our
times, and that bodies of various kinds, and great associations,
such as our Social Science Congress, British Association, and our
Church Congress, are in the habit of migrating in this manner,
inasmuch as the great objects they have in view are far more likely
to be accomplished by the custom of holding their meetings in
various towns throughout the country, and in different centres,
than what must have resulted from having their meetings almost
always, if not always, in the same place. There is no doubt that
the subjects that are discussed in meetings of these great associa
tions take a greater hold on the people, and the interest is far more
widely diffused when the gatherings are planted one year in one
place, and another in another, and that whatever good is con-
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templated by these various associations will be very considerably
extended by this habit of our times. Eeferring now to the object
of our present meeting in the character of members and friends of
the Architectural and Archaeological Societies, and the expectation
that greater interest may be created for architecture and archaeology
in the town and neighbourhood by your visit here, I would say
that although we may not all of us be, or intend to become,
members of an Architectural or Archaeological Society, yet we are
all of us members of society, and society is, I think, essentially
both architectural and archaeological. With respect to architecture;
every one of us has a deep interest, a personal or domestic interest
in some specimen of architecture, good or bad, great or small,
ancient or modern; while, in respect to archaeology, I think we
can hardly go into a house, or even a cottage, without finding that
there is some piece of at least comparative antiquity in the furniture
or possessions of the household which is regarded with great in
terest, and an interest very often amounting to veneration. You
may find an old chair, an old oak chest, or an old cupboard, or,
most frequently of all I have heard it said, an old Bible, that is
considered as a kind of heirloom; so you frequently find even in
the houses of the poorest people that some little relic of that kind
has been preserved from generation to generation. That, I think,
justifies me in saying that there is a general feeling in society that
is unquestionably, I might say, of an architectural and archaeological
character, and one which justifies the expectation that we may all
of us consciously feel an interest in, and consciously derive a benefit
from, architectural and archaeological disquisitions which we have
listened to, or may listen to during the visit of the two societies.
The Rev. gentleman then proceeded to refer to two or three
antiquities that were exhibited in the room belonging to the place
or parish, and especially to the parish church. He first called
attention to the top of the first old spire, which had since been
rebuilt, and which was undoubtedly an object of great interest,
more especially to the -architect. Sir Gilbert Scott, under whose
superintendence the work had been carried out, had very much
desired that the upper part of the tower should be removed, and a
spire of the necessary height and massiveness substituted, consonant
with the character of the original structure; but, unfortunately,
funds did not allow. The Rev. gentleman next called attention to
two or three books which he had placed upon the table. First,
there were two volumes of an early edition, in black letter—not
the earliest, by any means—of Foxe's "Book of Martyrs," which,
by an order of Council, was placed in at least many of the churches
in this country, in order that the people might read and understand
what the tyranny was from which they had been delivered at the
time of the Reformation. Like the bibles of that age, which were
fastened in the churches' by chains in order that the people might
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have the opportunity of reading them, without being able to carry
them away, or steal them, Foxe's "Book of Martyrs" was secured
in Lutterworth Church by a chain, and a fragment of the identical
chain which was used was still attached to one of the volumes.
Another volume contained the constables' accounts for the parish
of Lutterworth, from the middle of the seventeenth century, while
a third contained the churchwardens' accounts from about the same
period, or a little earlier. These documents were not mere state
ments of dry figures, inasmuch as there were a great many in
teresting allusions to curious matters in the private history of
individuals, in their parochial history, and also in the history of
England. The first page of the constables' accounts showed the
manner in which vagrants were treated, viz., whipped, and sent on
their way. Then again they had another entry which fixed the
date of the remarkable attempt of John Lambert, and also that of
the defeat of the design to restore King Charles. They had an
entry of a payment of money for sack for the High Sheriff on the
occasion of the Proclamation of the King. They had entries of
payments to the bell-ringers on the accession of the Prince of
Orange and Mary, and subsequently on the accession of Queen
Anne, the victory in Germany, the battle of Blenheim. There
were also many other entries, which Mr. Thompson might investi
gate and publish in connection with his paper on the " Secular
History of Lutterworth," and which could not but prove interest
ing to all, but more especially to those connected with the town
and neighbourhood. The Rev. gentleman then went on to con
gratulate them on the auspicious circumstances under which they
had inaugurated their meeting, both in respect of the weather and
the number and quality of the company then assembled. In con
clusion, he trusted that what might follow would fully correspond
to the very satisfactory character of that which had preceded.
The REV. N. F. LIGHTFOOT, on behalf of both Societies, thanked
the President and the inhabitants of Lutterworth for the hearty
welcome given to them, and the local committee for the excellent
arrangements they had made for their reception.
MEDLEVAL GLASS VIALS.
The REV. ASSHETON POWNALL, F.S.A., then read a paper on
" Mediaeval Glass Vials found at Lutterworth and South Kilworth."
That gentleman, after producing the vials, and making a few in
troductory remarks, proceeded to say: "In the autumn of the year
1868, while the church at South Kilworth was being restored,
there was found among the foundations of the east wall of the
chancel a little 'vial' of glass, about 5|- inches in height. From
the account given by the young labourer who found it, the vial
seems to have been lying, bottom upwards, among the stones and
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earthy rubbish of the foundation, not less than from three to four
feet below the then existing surface. In shape the glass tapers
gradually, as a horn does, from its flattened base, where its
diameter is If inches, towards the point where a short neck begins
(unfortunately much broken); at which point its diameter does not
exceed an inch. It cannot be affirmed that its mouth had held a
stopper, for the broken lip stays assertion, nor can it be deter
mined what may have been its contents, for all that was to be
made out, was a film of some substance lining the bottom, which
has never been analysed, and which only presented to the eye the
appearance of the dried sediment of some fluid. The dull surface
of the glass exhibits some irredescent colouring, from partial dis
integration of its substance. In the following spring this glass
vessel was exhibited at a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries, and
a description of it, together with a short account of the circum
stances under which it was found, appeared in that Society's
Proceedings (2nd Series, vol. iv., p. 284). Various conjectures
were offered at the time, as to the probable use of the vessel, and
of the causes which may have led to its being deposited in the
foundations of a fourteenth century chancel. None, however,
appeared to have much weight, or to be capable of proof; and two
Fellows of the Society, whose opinion would have been listened to
with deference everywhere, Mr. Albert Way and Mr. Augustus
Franks, candidly confessed their inability to express any decided
opinion on the subject. For the moment, therefore, the whole
question dropped, and in the entire absence of mediaeval English
glass, in utensil form—glass vessels which, with certainty, can be
assigned to the Middle Age, a reluctance to express any decided
opinion was not unreasonable. That glass vessels were in use
then, for church purposes, was perfectly well known, through the
inventories of church goods which are in our hands ; nay, it was not
outside the bounds of probability to suppose that such vessels have
come down to our times, and are existing at this moment unrecog
nised, as regards their true character, in modern collections ;
but no antiquary has been able to lay his hand on any par
ticular piece, and say, ' This is glass of the thirteenth, or four
teenth, or fifteenth century.' The earliest English glass (excluding,
of course, from the remark church window glass) to which a date
can be assigned, lies in the Jermyn-street Museum, and goes back
no further than Charles II. time; and the earliest English glass,
in the form of an utensil, dates only from the time of the Georges.
This fact invested with some interest, if not importance, the object
discovered at South Kilworth, if it could with safety be regarded
as mediaeval, because it appeared before us as an unique specimen
of ancient English vitreous ware. Further discovery of the same
kind has since confirmed the goodness of conjectures, which were
then so cautiously advanced: for it appeared that during the
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restoration of the parish church at Lutterworth (1867-9) two vials
of a similar description had been found. My first attempt to
obtain particulars, and to see them, was not successful. Two had
certainly been found, but they had been lying so long unnoticed in
a chest or cupboard in the Vestry, while the work was going on,
that they were not at once forthcoming; and indeed one only have
I succeeded in recovering. I have the pleasure now of exhibiting
it, together with that which was found at South Kilworth. On
comparing the two to
gether, it will be seen
they are alike in shape
and size, except a very
trifling difference of
form at the base; and
that the one found at
Lutterworth is happily
quite perfect. The two
'vials' evidently belong
to the same period, and
the same manufacture.
After obtaining the
possession of the glass
No. 2, I wrote to Mr.
E. C. Morgan, who, at
the restoration of Lut
terworth Church, was
employed as Clerk of
the Works, and from
him I had the satisANC' ENT QLcAHSuS RcVHl,AlL;rc°EUs^^H 1LRUETTERWORTH faction of receiving the
following letter: Bangor Cathedral. Feb. 14,—Revd. Sir,—I received a note yesterday
from Mr. Tomlinson desiring me to describe to you the position in
which we found a very antique bottle containing the oil of origanum
(or described to be the oil of origanum by Mr. Gulliver, chemist,
at Lutterworth). The bottle was rather more than half full and
its contents were very little injured, and it smelt nearly as strongly
as the same kind of oil in the chemist's shop. The bottle was
found in the foundation of the west wall of the north aisle of
Lutterworth Church. The foundation was composed of stone and
earth, instead of mortar, and the bottle was nearly at the outside,—
as in rough sketch.—I am, &c., E. M. Morgan.' Concerning the
discovery of these two Lutterworth vials little more need be said:
the one before us no longer contains any oil, but the scent of oil
was very perceptible when it first came into my possession. The
one which unfortunately is missing, appears from the description
I have received to have been rather globular in form, but in other
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respects to have resembled its companion. It remains for us to
enquire whether anything can be determined as to the use of these
glass vials in ancient times, which may stand on a footing firmer
than that of mere conjecture. The enquiry which I have entered
into myself leads me to dismiss altogether the idea that they con
tained one of the sacred oils of the church in pre-reformation days."
After referring at some length to the oils which were said to
exude from the bones of some saints, and their supposed virtue,
Mr. Pownall went on to say the same healing virtue was ascribed
to the oil of other saints ; and so near our own day has this custom
approached, that until the period of the French Revolution, the
relic treasuries of Cologne, Douay, and Tournay contained each a
vial of S. Katharine's oil.
" Here then we have distinct proof of the use of glass vials, of
the special purpose to which they were put, and mention made of
the particular saints, whose remains were imagined to give out a
sacred oil. Among them you will observe have occurred the names
of S. Mary and S. Nicolas. When therefore I am able to add that
the dedication of the church at South Kilworth was to one of these
two, and that of Lutterworth church to the other, a link worth
welding has been attached to our chain of evidence. Have not we
now ground for supposing that the purpose to which these vials
were devoted in former days is by these things indicated ? But
another question remains for consideration. Discovered in the
foundations of the church, are we to suppose they were placed
there at the time those foundations were laid, or, at some period
subsequently? The custom which exists now of placing glass
vessels, containing coin and records, under the corner stone of a
new building, as one form of dedication, and for the purpose of
dating it, might suggest the idea that the vials in question once
served a similar purpose in the fourteenth century; but it is an
idea which cannot stand unsupported by testimony, and it has
none. True, a kindred practice prevailed; but we have distinct
knowledge as to a difference regarding one important particular.
These vials were found, one, at the west end of the north aisle;
the other, among the rubble stone-work of the east chancel wall;
now, whenever at the dedication of a church, in ancient times, the
consecrated wafer, or the relics of the saint were deposited, they
were invariably deposited beneath the altar. More than this, the
exact situation of the Lutterworth vial has been pointed out by
Mr. Morgan's letter, and that position was nearly outside the
building; a position little likely to be chosen, unless the deposit
had to be made quickly, and with secrecy, as in this case I conceive
it to have been. For, this fact, taken in connection with what
has been advanced before, inclines me to believe that it was in a
period subsequent to the founding of the structure that we must
look for the date of these deposits.
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"In the days when many things, holy in the estimation of pious
souls, were being shamefully desecrated; when ' the crismatory,
the pax, with the graile,' were 'defaced and made away;' when
the rood-loft was taken down and ' put to profane use;' when the
very altar stones ' defacid,' were ' laid in high waies, serving as
bridges for sheepe and cattal;' when the cross itself was taken
down to be ' sold to a tinker' (Peacock's Church Furniture,
passim); then unquestionably were some men's minds revolting
from acts, horridly sacrilegious in their eyes. And under the
influence of a desire to save from similar desecration a long-prized
relic of the parish church, can I conceive those men to have acted
who placed these two vials some feet below the ground. The
stowing away of one led probably to a like concealment of the
other, for the two churches are not wide apart, where they lay hid;
and being stowed away, there it was hoped they would lie, safe
under the soil, until Protesting zeal relaxed, and ancient sympathies
revived. So, at least I think, the hiders of them thought; though
their mind's fond expectation, affecting Reformer and anti-Reformer
alike, was a dream not then destined to be realized, ' ccesis visus,
timidis quies.' "
Mr. Pownall concluded by reading two letters, one from Mr.
Bloxam, whose absence they would regret, and another from a
second well-known antiquary, reporting the discovery of two other
vials, one in Hertfordshire, and the other in Warwickshire.
By the kind permission of the Council of the Society of
Antiquaries the accompanying woodcut of the " Vial" found at
Lutterworth is given to illustrate Mr. Pownall's remarks.
At the close of this opening meeting a large party walked to

MISTERTON CHURCH.
This ancient edifice, which consists of a chancel, nave, two
aisles, gallery, and broach spire, dates as far back as the fourteenth
century, and was completely repaired and restored in the Perpen
dicular period. The arcade arches are, like but few others in the
country, destitute of capitals, and there are also sedilia, and a nice
octagonal piscina. Some of the pews, more especially at the west
end of the church, are adorned with very old carved work, while
upon the side of the reading-desk there is another piece of fine
carving, supposed to have been a portion of the old screen of
Lutterworth Church. On the right is the entrance into the rood
loft bricked up. Among the monuments which adorn the church,
there are the remains of those of two members of the Poulteney
family. Over the porch and window there are canopied niches,
the roof of the porch is very nicely groined, and some of the
buttresses are beautifully decorated.
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At 5.30 there was a Public Dinner at the Hind Hotel: and at
7.30 there was a second
PUBLIC MEETING
in the Town Hall, CAPTAIN PEARSON (in the unavoidable absence
through indisposition of the President) in the chair.
MB. JAMES THOMPSON was first called upon to read his Paper:
THE SECULAE HISTOKY OF LUTTERWORTH.
No history tells us when this town began to exist. All that can
be ascertained concerning the matter, is inferred from the general
history of the times in which the place originated. It is known,
for example, that in the sixth century the Angles—a people who
came over to this island from the coast near the north of the Elbe,
and who were of Teutonic origin—settled in Essex, Norfolk, and
Suffolk, and extended their power over Cambridgeshire and Lin
colnshire, and thence over Leicestershire and 'other districts, until
they reached the borders of "Wales. At this time no counties were
known, but the Anglian authority was established over the tracts
of country subsequently designated counties. The settlers took
possession of the land, which their chiefs divided among themselves
by lots. Each chief, on taking his share, placed his dwelling
upon it, occupied it with his household and followers, and marked
out his allotment by boundaries, and often gave it his own personal
name, or that of his race or family. The habitation of the settler
consisted of a building or buildings, one storey high, built of mud
and timber, round an area enclosed by a moat and rampart,
provided for security and defence. To most of these places, the
designation tun or town, worth, by, thorpe, or ham was given in a
final syllable—signifying an enclosure or settlement, or a smaller
place, as a thorpe or hamlet—and to this last syllable was usually
prefixed another, expressive of some distinctive peculiarity, some
personal or family name, or some accidental circumstance. Thus
we have in Leicestershire—Carlton, the town Charles ; Kilworth,
Kibworth, and Bosworth; Kirkby, the habitation where a " kirk "
or church was standing when the place received its enduring name;
Countesthorpe, the thorpe of a countess living in Saxon times;
and many others.
Lutterworth would seem to have been originally the "worth"
or enclosure of some Anglian settler named "Lutter". That
Lutter was known to the early Germans as a pre-name is evidenced
by the existence of places similarly named in the Duchy of
Brunswick, called Lutterberg and Lutter.
The situation of Lutterworth, close to the ancient highway
through England, called the Watling Street, formed long before
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the Angles were known in our island—close to a stream of water—
and occupying a pleasant slope, was inviting to an adventurer, half
military and half agricultural, such as Latter was undoubtedly;
and therefore he would make it his fixed abode, and it would
become his freehold, descendible to his family. But his history
and theirs has long since passed into oblivion. In accordance with
the usage of the age, however, it may be reasonably stated that
either the first settler, or one of his descendants, built a structure of
wood, covered with thatch, for a priest to say prayers in, and gave
the said priest a patch of land to live upon, somewhere in the
seventh century.
All this time the country around remained in forest, heath, and
waste; there being only a small portion cleared and under cultiva
tion. Leicester was now a ruined Roman station, with a heap of
falling structures lying within its walls, and here and there in the
region around were the remains of a Roman villa, standing as left
deserted by its former proprietors. There were no roads except the
few left by the Romans, and outside the town-lands the country was
unappropriated. The Saxon thanes who tilled the soil at Lutterworth, one after another, lived just such a life as English farmers
did in sequestered villages, before the railways disturbed their
monotonous tranquility, and the regularly-recurring labours of the
season. For, after all, country life was for centuries very much
the same everywhere. Men were occasionally called away from
the fields to put on their helmets, and to carry sword and lance
and shield in bloody battle. The lords of the manor lived in their
moated and stockaded enclosures like stout, hearty yeomen, among
their serfs and cattle; and the festivals of the Church, and its daily
and weekly services, perhaps roused them periodically from the
stagnant dulness of purely field labours and pursuits.
The grand event of all England, which turned the current of
all its subsequent history into new and strange channels, was the
conquest by the Normans. The Lutterworth people had often
heard of the Danes, and seen the ferocious, red-haired visages of
those burly men, and had encountered their battle-axes, and dreaded
their sudden inroads with torch and brand; but these wild marauders,
in comparison with the Normans, were as banditti by the side of
regular soldiers. In the year 1066 the great battle of Hastings took
place, and Leicester and the surrounding district were subjugated
by the invaders two or three years later. Among those who came
over with William the Conqueror were a multitude of adventurers
by profession, all the outcasts of Western Europe, to whom good
pay and the plunder of England was promised on their listing
under his banner. Every tall and stout man who would serve the
leader with spear, sword, and cross-bow, was told he would make
his fortune, if he joined William and helped him to obtain a victory
over the English. Crowds came by all roads, from far and near,
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from the north and the south. Some arrived from the province of
Maine, and from Anjou, from Poitou and Brittany, and other parts
of the Continent. The English proprietor of Lutterworth was
dispossessed of his estate hy the conquerors, and a man from
Brittany put in his place. This was Ealph Wayer, Guader, or
de Waer, who had lands also at Stoughton and Welham, with
other property at Thorpe and Misterton. He was the owner of
the castle of Guader in the province of Brittany, and had been
appointed Earl of Norfolk and Suffolk by the Conqueror. He
conspired against his master, however, and found it necessary to
leave the country in an expedition against the Turks at Jerusalem;
when his possessions reverted to the Crown ; so that when Domes
day Survey was taken in the year 1086, Maino the Breton was the
proprietor of Lutterworth in his stead. Norman clerks (who
probably could not speak a word of English) set down in their
account that the place was called Lutresurde. They gave the
following particulars, which are translated from the cramped Latin
of the ancient document:—
" Maino the Breton holds of the king Lutresurde. There are
thirteen carucates of land. Nine ploughs were there. In the
domain are three ploughs and two serfs and one bondswoman ;
and six villains, with seven bordars, and twelve sokemen, have
four ploughs. There are twelve acres of meadow. It was worth,
and is worth, seven pounds."
Kendered into modern ideas, all this means that Maino the
Breton had a tract of land equivalent to 1,500 or 1,600 acres.
There was a population here of twenty-seven males ; twelve of an
inferior class of landowners called sokemen, living under the
jurisdiction of the foreign lord of the manor; seven cottagers
holding small allotments, in return for which they performed menial
services for the lord of the manor; six villains, or peasant farmers,
holding by a mixed tenure not clearly defined; and two serfs, who
were at the arbitrary disposal of their lord, their lives and limbs
only being under legal protection. Besides these, there was one
bondswoman. On comparison with the number of sokemen in
other market towns of similar position in the present day, Lutter
worth, at the. time of the Conquest, seems to have had relatively
a larger proportion than they; pointing to the existence of a
more numerous independent class here than at other places.
Altogether, assuming the twenty-seven male inhabitants to be
heads of families consisting of five individuals, there would be a
population of 135.
Maino the Breton was followed in the ownership of this manor
(if an ancient charter be not misread) by one Hamo, supposed to be
his son. He conveyed the town to Bertram de Verdun in a docu
ment which is thus rendered into English :—
" Hamo the son of Maino to all his Frenchmen and Englishmen,
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as well present as to come, health ! Know ye that I have rendered
and granted to Bertram Verdun and his heirs, Lutterworth, with
all the appurtenances, by hereditary law, to be held of me and my
heirs, by one knight's fee. And, in consideration of this, Bertram
has given to me thirteen marks of silver, and a coat of mail, and
greaves, and three horses. These being witnesses : Henry the son
of M., Alan his brother, and M. de Verdun, Eicalan de Verdun,
William Mansell, and Allan son of Geoffrey, and Roger the clerk."
The terms of this ancient charter illustrate the usages of the
time shortly after the Conquest. The holding by a knight's fee
meant that Bertram de Verdun, the new proprietor, was under the
obligation of finding a cavalry soldier for forty days in the year,
when called on by the king; and it is equally characteristic of the
martial spirit of the age to observe, that the grantee presented the
grantor with a coat of mail, with greaves or armour for the legs,
and with three horses, in addition to thirteen marks of silver.
Such was the price paid for the manor.
Bertram de Verdun thus became connected with Lutterworth;
though it was not his home. He was one of the earliest members
of one of the most illustrious houses of England, whose castle was
at Alveton, or Aulton, in Staffordshire. His stronghold stood on
a crag near a ravine, familiar to the eyes of the modern tourist who
visits that far-famed spot which a late Earl of Shrewsbury converted
from a scene of barren wildness into fairy land. Seven hundred
years ago, the cliff which overhangs the path of the modern ironway at Alton was crowned by the lofty towers and battlemented
walls of de Verdun's fortress; just as the robber chieftain's castle
on the Rhine now projects over the swelling waters of that "exultant
and abounding" river. Here, generation after generation, the de
Verduns, lords of the manor of Lutterworth, lived in feudal grandeur;
only knowing this town by an occasional visit, or through the reports
of their stewards, who presided in their courts and received their
rents and the service due from the tenants.
Into the personal history of each lord of the manor in succession
it would be beyond the purpose of our narrative to enter. A recital
of their names and a few facts connected with each of them may,
however, be desirable. On his decease, Bertram de Verdun was
succeeded in the year 1139 by his son, Norman, who paid 100s. to
King Stephen for the transfer to him of his father's possessions in
Leicestershire. He seems to have been long-lived, as he held the
estates until the year 1192. Probably he was very young on suc
ceeding to his inheritance. After Norman de Verdun followed
another Bertram, who was sheriff of the counties of Leicester and
Warwick for several years. He was twice married ; his second
wife being Roesia—a lady who has left her name behind her
lastingly identified with this county, as foundress of the nunnery
of Gracedieu and (jointly with her son) of the hospital of St. John,
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near this town. Her effigy, clothed in the costume of the age in
which she lived, was placed over her last remains in the church
at Gracedieu, but subsequently removed to Belton, where it still
remains. It will enable the modern visitor to realize the appear
ance of this devout lady, as she was when she walked among her
relatives and neighbours.
Bertram de Verdun, her husband, only held the family property
for three years, this is, from 1192 to 1195, having probably
succeeded to it late in life. By his wife, Roesia, he had two sons—
Thomas and Nicholas. Thomas held his father's position only
four years, and was followed by his brother, Nicholas, who in
1199 was the head of his house. Roesia de Verdun endured a
long widowhood, of which the latter part was probably passed in
religious seclusion, and to this circumstance may be attributed her
foundation of the institutions we have named, in which work she
associated her son, Nicholas, with herself. The hospital was built
on a piece of land adjoining to land in Misterton, called the
Warren. It was intended to provide a home for one priest and
six poor men, and to keep hospitality for poor wayfarers—a
mediaeval refuge for the destitute.
Nicholas de Verdun held the manor (with a short interval of
dispossession, on his joining the insurgent barons in 1216) until
the year 1230. While he was lord of the manor the king made him
a grant of a market for Lutterworth in 1214. He was succeeded
by his only child, a daughter, named after her grandmother,
Roesia. At this date, the wealthy heiresses of estates held under
the crown had no freedom of choice in the selection of their
husbands. Like members of the royal family at the present time,
they were disposed of in marriage for State reasons. By the com
mand of Henry III., then, the hand of Roesia de Verdun was given
to Theobald le Butiller. Her exceptional position enabled her,
after marriage, to retain the name and arms of her ancestors; and
her descendants accordingly did not bear the name of Butiller, but
of de Verdun. She died in 1247, and was succeeded by her son,
John, who remained lord of the manor until 1273, when his
brother Theobald, aged twenty-two, followed in the line of
inheritance.
At this period an Inquisition—a State enquiry—was made into
the state of the manor of Lutterworth, which revealed some interest
ing particulars. The officers of the Crown thus reported :—
"Lutterworth is of the fee of Verdun ; and Theobald de Verdun
holds the same town, with its members, by one knight's fee, from
the king; and the same Theobald returns yearly for the custody of
the Castle of Northampton, 10s. The same Theobald has in domain
three virgates of land and a half and one water mill. The same
has in villainage forty virgates of land which thirty-six serfs hold.
The same has in free tenure sixteen virgates of land, which six free
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tenants hold. The prior of the Hospital of Jerusalem holds in
the same five virgates of land in perpetual alms; by what warrant
is not known. Twenty-five burgesses [burgenses in the original]
hold forty-three burgages in the same. William de Walcote holds
one toft, with the advowson of the church, for the term of life of
Eleanor de Verdun. And the said Theobald has six virgates,
warren in the field, and a market and fairs. And the aforesaid
tenants do not pay scutage. And he [Theobald] has royal and
other liberties aforesaid, by what warrant is unknown. They are
quit of suits of the county and the hundred for three palfrey marks
per annum, and there are seven virgates of land of the same fee in
the tenure of the Hospital of Lutterworth, given by Nicholas de
Verdun and Roesia de Verdun."
From this return we ascertain much information respecting the
land and the inhabitants. The virgate of land is an indefinite
quantity, but in parts of this county it is proved to have meant
15 acres. At this estimation, Theobald de Verdun had in domain
—in his own hands—52 acres, and another plot of 90 acres in
another direction, in the same position ; the two farms, perhaps,
cultivated by his own resident steward. Besides these, he had 600
acres, worked by 36 serfs, and 240 acres in the hands of 6 free
tenants, giving 40 acres each. The prior of the Hospital had
apparently 75 acres for his maintenance, and 105 for the poor way
farers. But there were, besides, not land-tenants, 25 burgesses
holding 43 burgages, which were small plots of land with houses
upon them, qualifying the tenants to be burgesses. As there was
usually a burgess for every burgage, it would appear that the
number of burgesses had sunk from 43 to 25, from some unre
corded cause or other. These burgesses were free of suits of the
county and the hundred; in other words, they were not compelled
to obtain justice in the County Court or the Hundred Court, as
they had their own independent town court. Hence Lutterworth
was at this time—six hundred years since—a borough in its simplest
form; and, as we have heard, had its market and fairs. It contained
within itself, indeed, the germ of a separate municipality, and had
an individual existence accordingly.
At this date the population was composed of 36 serfs, 25 bur
gesses, and 6 free tenants, with other men not specially designated ;
these, with their wives and families, making a total of probably
350 persons. In this small community the servile population was
larger than the free classes. Living on the two sides of the main
street, in thatched houses and mud cottages, their lives were passed
in the unvarying round of humble duty, and their destiny did not
raise them to the dignity of history. There were, however, great
names and distinguished persons once associated with the place—
not only the de Verduns, but another house still more lofty in its
pretensions—the Fieldings, descendants of Hapsburgs, and directly
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connected with the imperial family of Germany. Of this race,
the first known in England was Geoffrey, Earl of Hapsburg, who
settled in this country in the reign of Henry III., and his son,
Geoffrey, married Matilda Colville ; this lady, as the daughter of
Cecilia de Verdun, being the representative of a junior branch of
the family. Her father, John de Colville, married a second wife,
Joanna, the daughter and heir of Thomas Fielding, who had settled
in Lutterworth before the arrival of the other Fieldings in England.
This lady conveyed to her husband's daughter by his first wife—
the Matilda of whom we have spoken—her property in Lutterworth ;
adopting her and her children for her heirs, in consideration of this
alliance. In this way, Geoffrey de Hapsburg (who took the name
Fielding) acquired for himself and descendants a manor here, sub
ordinate to and dependent on the older one of the de Verduns, in
the earlier part of the fourteenth century. His wife, Matilda, had
her residence in the town, in Ely Lane—sometimes called the
"high house," where she dwelt in state, living on her property in
the lordship.
In the fourteenth century the Fieldings had evidently multi
plied, and were among the principal persons in the place. In the
thirty-eighth year of Edward III., a conveyance of a burgage was
made which may be still extant, with many others, among the
archives of the Earl of Denbigh. It gives so vivid a glimpse of
the customs of the times that it is worthy of reproduction. It was
executed in the court of the lord of the manor, at this place, in
presence of Walter Steven, William Bonifaunt, and Thomas Baker,
of Lutterworth, and Thomas Deskine, of Poulteney, and Roger of
Thorpe, on the Tuesday of the Feast of S. George. The property
conveyed was a half burgage built, lying in the High Street, between
the burgage of John Fielding on the one side, and the messuage of
William Milner on the other; the persons to whom it was conveyed
being John Fielding, and Agnes, his wife, and John, his son by
his first wife, Matilda. The person who conveyed the property was
Thomas Fielding, of Lutterworth, with the consent of Elizabeth his
wife. An annual rent of twelve silver shillings was to be paid to
the said Thomas, who was bound to render to the lords of the fee
the services due and accustomed.
Here, living as neighbours in Lutterworth, about 1365, are John
and Thomas Fielding, probably younger brothers of Sir Geoffrey
Fielding, Knight, and lineal descendants of the count whose brother
was Rddolph, Emperor of Germany. One of them was' a burgess—
the other a richer man. From John, the grantee, sprang Sir Geoffrey,
who was Lord Mayor of London in the reign of Henry VI. Of
this resident family also was that Fielding whose effigy still lies
in the parish church, habited as he was when alive, in his long
gown, belted round him; his wife at his side, clad in a long loose
dress with a mantle over, her head in veiled head-dress, reposing
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on a cushion; the two giving an accurate idea of the substantial
people of Lutterworth four hundred years bygone.
To return to the ancient lords and ladies of the manor; Theobald
de Verdun, the son of Theobald le Butiller and Roesia de Verdun,
held the lordship until 1319, when another Theobald succeeded
him. He was the last of this family in the male line, and he died
at Alton Towers in 1316. He had three daughters by his first
wife, and one by his second, from whom descended the Ferrerses
and the Greys. It was while the Ferrerses were lords of the manor
John Wyckliffe was the vicar. For ten years he ministered to the
spiritual wants of the people of this parish and promulgated his
views of religious and ecclesiastical reformation. His life and
labours have, however, been so extensively treated on by various
authors, that any particulars concerning him would be out of place
in this Paper on the Secular History of Lutterworth.
The manor remained in the hands of the Greys till it was
forfeited to the Crown by the attainder of Henry, Marquis of
Dorset, the father of Lady Jane Grey, in the year 1554.
In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, as we have seen, there
were some substantial people in the town and district independently
of its great lords. Among these there were several public benefac
tors. In the reign of Richard III., Richard Palmer, gent., and
Roger Smith, gent., and Alice, his wife, gave lands at Sapcote;
in the reign of Henry VII., John Hutt, gent., gave other lands and
tenements at Sapcote; in the same reign, William Cox, of Lutter
worth, gent., gave lands and tenements at Lutterworth; in the
same reign, Edmund Wells, of London, gent., gave lands and
tenements at Lutterworth; in the same reign, William Pawley, of
Lutterworth, gave lands and tenements in the same town; and in
the reign of Henry VIII., Sir William Fielding, of Newnham,
gave lands and tenements at Willey; all for repairing the roads
and streets, and other charitable purposes.
The former borough of Lutterworth became considerably en
riched in these reigns; its "property appropriated to civic and public
uses was extensive. To have secured its proper application it
would have been well had the town been incorporated as towns with
populations as small, and property as considerable, were in the
sixteenth century.
When in this condition, and with these acquisitions in the
year 1510, Leland, the antiquary, visited the town. This is the
description he gave of it: "From Leicester to Lutterworth, a
market town, a ten miles towards Warwickshire. The town is scant
half so big as Loughborough: but in it there is a hospital of the
foundation of two of the Verduns, that were lords of ancient time
of the town. * * There riseth certain springs in the hills a mile
from Lutterworth; and so coming to a bottom they make a brook
that passeth by Lutterworth."
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Besides the property applied to secular objects, there was that
with which Edmund Muryall had endowed the chantry within the
church, to find a guild priest to pray for the souls of the founder
and others in the parish church. On the dissolution of the lesser
chantries in 1534, this also, in all probability, fell into the public
hands, and was applied to secular purposes of common benefit.
Shortly before the Reformation, this property brought in, in the
money of the period, 45s. 3d. yearly.
Between the time of Theobald de Verdun, in 1276, and the
middle of the sixteenth century, the population had made some
advance. It is recorded that in 1564 there were 106 families
resident here, who, at an average of five in a family, would muster
—men, women, and children—530 persons; an addition of 180 in
188 years. The progress was slow in the old times, when the
means of subsistence were limited, the chances of employment
few, and the remuneration of labour low and stinted.
It seems the chief manor of Lutterworth was vested in the
Crown during the reign of Queen Mary, and for a considerable
portion of that of Elizabeth The place evidently prospered in the
sixteenth century; as when Burton, the county historian, wrote of
it at the commencement of the seventeenth century, he said: " This
town standeth on exceeding good soil, and is very much frequented,
standing not very far from the street way; having also a very good
market upon the Thursday, to which is brought exceeding good
corn in great abundance, and all other commodities, such as the
country affordeth. It hath a fair upon Ascension or Holy Thursday,
called heretofore the Lord Ferrers' Holiday, who sometime was
lord of the town. It hath a very fair and large church with an
high and neat spire steeple."
In the reign of Charles I. (in the year 1628), the manor was
granted in fee-farm to the Mayor and Commonalty of London; in
the year following it was conveyed to Basil Fielding, Esq., and
George Farnham, gent., for £1650. The manor carried with it
rents of Assize from four Courts; rents of tenants at will; all tolls
belonging to the Manor; all fairs and markets, piccage, stallage;
all houses and shops in the occupation of Thomas Farmer and his
assigns; with all lands and tenements, and so forth, belonging to
the manor, all perquisites of courts there, and all the rents of
other belongings of the manor, with certain specified exceptions.
A suit-at-law was tried in the year 1631, which must have stirred
up the minds of the townsfolk; it involved an old right, a relic of
feudal authority, which must have been felt irksome and irritating
—the right of the lord of the manor to compel the people to take
all their corn, grist, and malt to be ground at the Lodge Mill and
Malt Mill, The trial ended in an order requiring the inhabitants
to conform to the ancient custom; giving them, however, the option
of going to the Spittle Mills, if their corn, or grist, or malt, were
not ground within twenty-four hours.
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Some insight is obtained into local events by means of the
entries in your town books. In the Churchwardens' Accounts,
beginning in the year 1639, there are numerous entries of amounts
of money given to relieve strangers in a destitute condition who
passed through the place—to Germans, Irishmen, soldiers, and
others. When the Civil War was going on between the King and
Parliament, it must needs be there would be many incidents occur
ring which arose out of the distractions of the times, indicating
In May, 1643, Prince
the state of every part of the country.
Rupert passed by or near the place, as we find this entry: —
" Paid to Prince Eupert's Trumpeters, £2."
Again, a significant entry in the same year :
" Paid to William Pettifor for writing out the Covenant, 6d."
There are items paid also to wounded soldiers and their wives
passing through the town, but none of very special interest have
come under my observation.
The Constables' Account Books present a grim list of entries of
men and women whipped according to law; in fact, the first entry
on the first page of the book is—
" The names of those vagrants which have been taken up and
whipped in Lutterworth from the 15th October, 1657, to the 30th
of September, 1658, per Thomas Cattell and Henry Pope, Con
stables."
Besides the cat-o'-nine tails, Lutterworth rejoiced in a penal
institution long since forgotten; it had a cuck-stool in which the
constables ducked scolding and foul-mouthed women in the adjoin
ing river. It is thus mentioned in the account book :—
" 1654, April 3, for repairing the cuck-stool, and for new wheel
to it, lid."
There was also a lock-up house called a " cage," in use here for
the benefit of evil-doers, as is here shown :—
" 1656.—Paid Carter for mending the cage and lock for the
same, Is. 6d."
It was humorously observed by Sydney Smith that the existence
of a gallows in any country was one of the " signs of civilization."
By this standard, Lutterworth may be said to have been, with
its whip, its cuck-stool, and its cage, in a sufficiently advanced
stage of civilization in the middle of the seventeenth century. It
seems the cuck-stool was actually called into requisition in the
year 1657, as this entry shows ;—
" May 20. Paid Warde for erecting the cuck-stool for labour,
timber, and expenses, 10s."
I regret that time has not permitted me to proceed farther into
the pages of your books, which of themselves would furnish mate
rial for an entertaining lecture.
In the latter half of the seventeenth century three tradesmen of
Lutterworth issued tokens to supply the deficiency of small coins.
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These were Edward Eevell, at the George Inn, Peter Mackerness,
and W. H. E. Dyer. These coins were current between the years
1660 and 1666.
The town seems to have made progress as a market for agricul
tural produce during the sixteenth century, and subsequently. For
some reason not now known, an enquiry was instituted into the
local charities in the year 1710, under the authority of the Court
of Chancery, when Commissioners sat at Leicester, calling before
them witnesses who, on oath, deposed to certain facts and state
ments. It was found by the Commissioners that messuages, lands,
and tenements in Lutterworth, Sapcote, and Willey, which had
heretofore been given for the repair of the highways, and for
defraying the general charges of the inhabitants, and otherwise for
their common benefit, had been granted to certain feoffees in trust;
the only remaining trustees being Basil, Earl of Denbigh, the Hon.
W. Fielding, and Thomas Bradgate, Esq.; that Eobert Poole, of
Lutterworth, had given to trustees about half an acre of land and
half a yardland, in order that the yearly rents might be paid for
the setting out to apprentice of poor boys taught in the school of
Lutterworth; and that the rents and profits of two houses in
Leicester, near St. Sunday's Bridge, had been from time to time
applied to finding a schoolmaster to teach four poor boys of the
school. By further enquiry, it was reported there had been a
court leet and court baron of the Earl of Denbigh, held yearly
for his manor of Lutterworth, within the month after Easter, to
nominate and elect two persons yearly to collect the rents of the
town property and dispose of the same, who were called Town
Masters, who had the letting, setting, receiving, and disposing of
all the messuages, cottages, closes, lands, and so forth. The Com
missioners made a decree, directing certain things to be carried
out; among which was the creation of a new feoffment, with a
new body of trustees, requiring that vacancies should be filled up,
when the number fell off to seven, by the inhabitants in a public
meeting ; the number to be raised to twenty. Two sufficient per
sons, called Town Masters, were to be elected in the court leet
every year. When any of the messuages, lands, or other properties
were to be let, the Town Masters were to give public notice to the
inhabitants in the church, that they might meet to inspect the
letting and setting the same, to the end they might be let for full
value.
Of the operation of the system here mentioned I have no means
of giving an account; nor does it fall within the scope of this Paper
to present one. Its purpose being to treat on the ancient history
of the place, I do not continue the narrative later than the eigh
teenth century, in which there occurred here few events calling for
detailed notice. A trial took place in the year 1758, at Leicester
Assizes, which revived the old dispute about the right of the
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inhabitants to grind their corn, grist, and malt where they pleased ;
when the Court decided in their favour, and allowed them costs to
the amount of ^300. Between the year 1750 and 1778 the town
was in a very deplorable state in regard to health; small-pox and
putrid fever visiting it, and occasioning many deaths. The popu
lation in 1789, reckoning five persons to a household, was 1800;
there being then 360 houses. Between 1564 and 1789, then, an
increase had taken place from 530 to 1800; evidencing the
progressive prosperity witnessed in 225 years. Some clue is given
to the cause, by a return made about the same period, which stated
there were 60 worsted looms, 31 shoemakers, and 17 teams in the
parish.
I here conclude this rapid and necessarily imperfect review of
the Secular History of Lutterworth ; leaving it to convey to each
hearer its own suggestions. Perhaps it will produce in all a
deeper interest in the past, and a desire to promote the future
prosperity of your interesting borough. Should it do so, in any
degree, the writer will be repaid the labour he has bestowed in
compiling this paper.
The REV. ERNEST TOWER, Rector of Elmsthorpe, was next
called upon to read the following paper :

THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF ELMSTHORPE,
IN THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER, DOWN TO THE
PRESENT TIME, 1783, BY RICHARD FOWKE, OF
ELMSTHORPE.
THERE are two classes of subjects which the Archaeologist delights
to revert to. There are those which speak of the past and bear
only upon the past; and there are those which speak of the past
and yet bear upon the present. He discusses, for instance, the
dress of our forefathers, their illiterate forms of conveying and
holding property, etc., etc., simply from the love of antiquarian
lore. He does not care to revive them: he searches them out
wholly and solely on account of their history: they belong to the
past. But the other class of subjects which bears upon the present
he cares for in a pre-eminent degree. Under this class comes the
whole history of Architecture, which is remarkable for its power of
uniting past and present. Indeed there is hardly a part of ancient
domestic, or of ancient sacred Architecture of any pretension,
which is not being revived again and again; their styles and
forms being reproduced in every sort of way. The Roman villa
with its central atrium is even becoming again a favourite plan for
a new family residence; and when a Church is to be built, the
more ancient the Christian style, the more correct it is considered.
That which was old and ready to vanish away is more congenial to
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the mind of the modern builder than that which is hran-new and
wholly without precedent.
But the value of the Archaeologist's researches chiefly consist in
the records he makes of the present state of ancient edifices. He
surveys an old building with very different eyes to others. He can
read the whole history of it at a glance, and he can compare with
advantage its present condition with its original design. He can
tell you when and how the family which occupied a particular
house, or property, were prosperous or unfortunate; how and when
a sacred edifice belonging to a national religion was once glorious,
and afterwards decayed; and he carefully takes a note of every
thing he sees. And if you ask the reason why he delights to study
these objects, he will tell you it is because he desires to hand on
to others the real narrative of the ancient family, and the real
meaning of the ruin which he sees before him. A ruined house—
a ruined family—a ruined Church ! What a touching tale has the
Archaeologist to tell about each of these! A family preserved—a
Church in its original state ! What honours, what good works,
what substantial material have to be noted ! It is wonderful how
much an Archaeologist can extract from little ! There is a dreary
spot in the Holy Land about which the story has been repeated for
more than 1800 years of a traveller there who fell among thieves.
The spot is described as having sharp turns in the road, projecting
spurs of rocks and caves in the overhanging mountains which
easily assist the attack and escape of robbers. The traveller along
the road is seized by the robbers, stripped, beaten severely, and left
naked and bleeding to die. Happy is the traveller who finds some
good Samaritan to come to his relief! But who the robbers
are—their names or their numbers—no one knows. They rob the
traveller and escape, and it is only through some one else noting
the fact that we learn about it.
Now that spot in the Holy Land has had its representative in
Leicestershire. There is a little village called Elmsthorpe, about
nine miles from Leicester, where a traveller from Jerusalem, in
the person of the Parish Church, was once cruelly stripped and
robbed. Every ornament—every window—every buttress—the
lead roof itself were all taken away, and nothing remained of it
five years ago but the four walls and the small tower to tell the
tale that it was once a Church. Even the Parish Registers, and
other like documents of importance, were lost. And the church
yard with the bones of the dead remaining in it was alienated from
ecclesiastical to secular uses. Indeed, so completely was the
Church stripped and left for dead, that were it not for the old
Church Laws and two local Acts of Parliament, temp. Ch. II. and
2 Anne, which are protective to a great degree, its very carcase
might have been swept away from the face of the earth. It is
impossible now to enquire who the robbers were, whether clerical
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or lay. They have always been nameless. Doubtless they were
assisted by the loneliness of the spot and by the circumstances of
the times they lived in, and their unhallowed work was thought
little of when done. But the true Archaeologist always makes a
note of everything: and it so happened that there lived about
seventy or eighty years ago a tenant-farmer in the little parish,
who was enthusiastic for Archaeology. He was a self-educated
man, and being a friend of Nichols, the Leicestershire historian,
he learnt to reflect upon the past history of the spot on which he
dwelt; and he made it his study to draw out from books, and
tradition, and existing facts, the true story of all the ups and
downs of its population—once considerable and afterwards
dwindled,—and to record the hardly traceable landmarks of a once
noble mansion of a great family there, and above all of its ruined
Church. RICHAKD FOWKE was a quaint but remarkable character.
He has left behind him in manuscript a Chronicle of his Parish.
I call it a "Chronicle" because it begins like any mediaeval
chronicle, with the " creation of the world and of Elmsthorpe!"
And whilst I read a few pages of it to the present audience, I think
they will agree with me in wishing that every tenant farmer in
Leicestershire may study the Archaeology of the Parish in which
he lives, as pleasantly, as quaintly, as intelligently, and as use
fully, as Richard Fowke of Elmsthorpe.
The History and Antiquities of Elmsthorpe, in the County of Leicester,
down to the present time, 1783, by RICHARD FOWK.B, or
ELMSTHORPE.

Tlie Preface. The history of small market towns and villages is become fashionable
by modern writers of this present age, I thought a small History of Elmsthorpe
might appear as whimsical as the rest. A late author observes that there is scarce
a village but would furnish materials for history. Why not Elmsthorpe, which was
once a considerable village and the seat of a nobleman, where are still the remains
of antiquities?
The. History. Let us suppose the History of Elmsthorpe to be from the
creation of the world. The pregnant soil very rich in her primitive state—a
temperate atmosphere before the Fall. This spot, now called Elmsthorpe, would
then grow spontaneously, the oak, ash, thorn, elm, slow bush, furze, bramble, wild
roses, and herbs after their kind. Birds, insects, animals, all in an unmolested
state. One beautiful grove of never-cropt trees, peopled very likely before the
Flood by tlie Antediluvians. After the Flood it would be grown over once more
with a wood.
Leicestershire was peopled from Gomer, son of Japhet. The Beltse settled
among the Gomerians and taught them agriculture. Their dwellings were made of
boughs, und sticks, and mud, and covered with turf. They had dark groves among
the oaks of Elmsthorpe. I suppose Elmsthorpe to be overgrown with very large
oak trees. Their huts were usually in groves of oak. The Druid had the care of
the people and was their priest. Tradition says King Leir was owner of Elmsthorpe
and all Leicestershire BIO years before Christ. The Romans taught the Britons arts
and sciences, and how to till the ground. Some of the best land in Elmsthorpe
might he at that time cleared and till'd for the first time.* In those days there was
no known bound to this part of Leicestershire called Elmsthorpe.
• Roman Emperors, owners of Elmsthorpe:—Vortigevn, King of Britain and Elmsthorpe, 4.13
years after Christ. Elmsthorpe derived ita name from the Saxon word "thorpe" signifying
village. Nichols supposes it to be named from Aylmer, an ancient Saxon possessor. Elmesthorpe,
in old deeds written Ailemesthorpe and Aylmersthorp and Ailraersthorpe. (Nichols.)
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Leicestershire received the Christian faith under King Penda. Elmsthorpe was
included in his Kingdom of Mercia. Creda was first King of Mercia and Elms
thorpe*
In the reign of Ethelbald, King of England and Elmsthorpe, Leicestershire was
first honoured with the title of Earl of Leicester, about the year 858. Leofric, first
Earl of Leicester. Elmsthorpe fell to the possession of the Earls of Leicester : —
Leofric I., Algarus, Leofric II., Algarus II., Leofstan, Leofric III., Algarus III.,
Edwin, who lost all his honours and estates, being a strenuous opposer of the
Norman Conqueror. We find the title (of the Earl of Leicester) was hereditary in
a direct line before the Norman Conquest.
William the Conqueror in 1066 became King of England—owner of Elmsthorpe.
This is only my hypothesis, a fact without doubt. He gave Elmsthorpe, among his
other great possessions, to Hugh de Grantesmaisnell. As Sir Hugh de Grantesmaisnell, Baron of Hinckley, behaved valiently the king gave him great possessions
in Leicestershire. Sixty-seven lordships, and Elmsthorpe being so near Hinckley,
it remains without a doubt that Elmsthorpe was included. t Elmsthorpe being so
near him, must of course take its rise into a village in those days, being in the
neighbourhood of so much splendour and riches.
Proprietors of Elmsthorpe from the Conquest.

1. Hugh de Grantesmaisnell, Baron of Hinckley.
2. Ivo de Grantesmaisnell, Baron of Hinckley.
3. Hugh de Grantesmaisnell, II. Baron of Hiockley.
4. Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, Baron of Hinckley.
5. Robert Beaumont, Earl of Leicester and Baron of Hinckley, the first land
owner of Elmsthorpe quoted by Burton, as follows : —" In the Hundred of Sparkenhoe, this manor was formerly the inheritance of Robert Beaumont, Earl of Leicester,
who gave it to Ernald de Bois. In the 7th of Richard the First, Eruald de Bois
granted it to William de Charnel, who bore Azure a cross ingrailled or."

Mr. Fowke goes on to quote largely from Mr. Nichols' col
lections as to the early possessors of Elmsthorpe. These extracts
need not be given here, they have appeared in Nichols' History of
Leicestershire.
The following is an extract relative to Elmsthorpe from Button's Battle of
Bosworth field, which sets forth King Richard's march with his forces from
Nottingham to meet Henry, Duke of Richmond, to give him battle after his arrival
at Leicester on the 16th August, 1485. J " On the 17th August, 1185, he marched
out of Leicester with the same parade he had marched in, expecting to meet his
rival at Hinckley. He arrived that night at Elmsthorpe, 11 miles; as accommoda
tion could not be found in a village, his officers slept in the church."
Elmsthorpe pays suit and service to the court at Weston in Arden in the County
of Warwick, the present Lords of the Manor are Richard Hayward, Esq. and
Colonel James Money. [See Gentleman's Magazine for March 1789, p. 253.] I
suppose this place to come under Weston Court in the time of Ernald de Bois in
the time of Bichard the First. — (Dugdale's Antiq. War.) In the spring of the year
1794 was found at Elmsthorpe, by draining in the long meadow of Mr. Fowke, a
very ancient sword or dagger, the blade most part eat away by rust. It is now in
Elmsthorpe Museum.
Elmsthorpe in Latitude
..
. . 52° . 32' . 50"
North Longitude
..
1° . 22' . 10"
In the time of Alfred, King of England, 893, may be dated Leicestershire into
Hundreds, and Elmsthorpe found its bounds under Edward III., 1330.
* I have always through my History expressed after thia manner the place I mean to be the
more conspicuous, &u. R. F
•f Mr. Nichols follows ray hypothesis on this subject, &c. R. F.
Edw
anii so be the roval gu
.
,
of King Richard, may perhaps be the reason that this place was afterwards depopulated in the
reign of King Henry VII., in some measure by the wny of revenge. This matter lies involved in
the dark, and historians have been silent on the subject. R. F.
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History of Elmsthorpe down to 1812.
RECTORS.
William, 1220
John de Estland, Sub-deacon, 1238
Robert de Craft, 1272
———————— 12 Kal. Maii, 1302 ..
William de Lungevile, 1318
Roger Warde Chaplain, 1421
William Quarles, 1600
Robert Reading, 1602
William Quarles, 166:)
William Fowler, 1672
James Ginball, 1704
Anthony Blackwall, 1709
Clobery Noel, 1727
.... A missing one ....
Rowney Noel, 1763
William Pares, 1786
Thomas Noel, 17U8

PATRONS.
William de Charnells.
Prior and Convent of Tuttebury.
..
..
..
..
..
j..

Sir George de Charnells.
Sir Nicholas de Charnells.
Sir William Trussell.
O Brian Cockain.
The King, pleno jure.
Brian Viscount Cullen.
Viscount Cullen.
Charles Viscount Cullen.
Sir Clobery Noel.
Lord Viscount Wentworth.
Ditto

ditto.

The present state of Elmsthorpe. Bounded on the south by Sapcoat and Aston:
west by Burbage and Barwell: north by Shillton: east by Stanton. Said to be in
closed the second or third in kingdom. Appears to be very old inclosure. Inclosed
with ring fence. Watered with a very small brook that runs toward Marson. The
whole Lordship contains about 1280 acres, occupied by four tenants, there being
only four houses in the parish. The names of tenants: Samuel Queenberry, John
Lapworth, Richard Garner, Richard Fowke. Rented for £909. a year at the new
survey in 1776. Before that time had been rented for a number of years at the
moderate rent of £685. a year, viz.: Mr. Queenburry at £252., Mr. Lapworth at
£220., Mr. Garner at £100., Richard Fowke at .£113. Mr. Queenburry has the
chief of the best land. Part of Mr. Lapworth's farm, called the Thornfields, was a
few years since held by two men of Stanton, Joseph Wallings and James Orton. A
new house has been built on Mr. Lapworth's farm, about twenty years since, on their
(the Lapworths) first coming to Elmsthorpe.* Elmsthorpe is freehold.
A piece of land or two set out at inclosing of Elmsthorpe for the use of the poor,
but sixty or seventy years ago being no poor in Elmsthorpe it was sunk into the
other estate. I suppose all accounts of it are lost. (Richard Fowke.)
About sixty years ago all the cold and poor land was overgrown with gorse and
other rubbish.
£. s. d.
..880
..
..
Servants'Wages: a Waggoner
6 10 0
..
a Home-man, &c.
„
„
.. 3 10 0
..
a Servant Maid ..
„
„
at the time of writing this book, 1783.
The usual fuel at this place is wood in summer and Oakthorpe coals in winter.
A great waggon road through this parish for coals and lime, <fcc., which requires
considerable duty to be done by the teams of this parish to keep it in proper repair.
There is buried in Barwell Church one Richard Breton, Gent., late of Elmsthorpe,
in 1659.t I suppose this Breton to live at Elmsthorpe Hall after Lord Cullen
had left it, or for some time before it was sold. After the old Hall was pulled down,
one Thomas Thompson was the first tenant who lived at the present farmhouse;
buried at Barwell, 1707, aged 63.
N.B.—Historians suppose this place, like many others, depopulated by its very
early inclosure—found to be the case in old inclosed parishes.
The chief produce of this place is dairying, keeping sheep, and plowing.
The present mode of cultivation at Elmsthorpe is, plowing up a piece of turf
about ten or fifteen acres, and sowing oats; and on the oats brush wheat, and for the
* Before them (the Lapworths) the family of the Bees had held that farm ever since the time of
Lord Cullen. B. F.
+ This Breton bore for his arms a bend 6 stars 3 in each quarter; a bear's paw on chevron for
the crest. B. F.
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third crop fallow for turnips. Fourth crop, barley, laying it down with grass seed.
The oak and elm thrive best, and ash very well.
The cold land abounds with a multiplicity of herbs.
Tradition says there has been a park at Elmsthorpe.
There is very plain mark to be seen where the village once stood, for it is a kind
of hollow way which reaches a good way about in Mr. Queenberry's grounds, many
stones lying about. Near this spot, on the roadside, stands a very large oak tree,
which measures about six yards and two feet in circumference, which was once a
ornament to Lord Cullen's pleasure ground.
[Elmsthorpe great oak tree cut down June 1st, 1810. Once had three large arms;
one was said, some years ago, to be sawn into boards to wainscot Mr. Queenbury's
parlor.]
Pretty near is a fishpond, Lord Cullen had a great many fishponds. The old
pool was seven acres; had twenty-six islands in it, which are all very plain at this
day. Now a meadow. Two others of three or four acre a-piece, one let dry about
eighty years ago, called the Eeed Pool; had a floating island in it. Several small
ponds in other places.*
Natural Curiosity of Elmsthorpe. Small brown lizards in the boggy meadows.
As for birds, multitudes of yellow hammers and chaffinches, &c., frequent these
lone houses.
Three remarkable large stones, from one to two ton a piece. One in Mr. Garner's
farm; one in Mr. Lapworth's farm, which they have set up for gate posts; a third
in my farm, which I caused to be brought into my garden. No such stones of that
sort near. What was their use ? I can't tell. A friend of mine supposes them to
be set up for marks to roads when open fields. Some few petrified muscles among
marl—some very poor quaking bogs. A vast deal of alder grows in this parish. It
is thought by some people that there is good coal under our farm.
Notes on Elmsthorpe from Burton's time. At the time Burton wrote, land was but
half the value as at this time. There being but one house standing. I suppose only
the best land occupied at that period. The cold land lay for a number of years run
all over rubbish. Only now and (then) a piece set out for one year or so. In Lord
Cullen's time one of his grooms, whose name was Bee, had a house built on one
side Shillton field. Between 70 or 80 years ago was built the house where I live,
for one Storor, who sold ale for two or three years. After that, my grandfather came
here in 1734. Mr. Garner's house was built some few years later. At the bottom
of one of our closen, near n spring beside the Old Pool, was a cottage for a poor
man, which has been pull'd down upwards of twenty year ago. There was one on
the same spot some years before.
At the inclosing of Earl Shilton, Lord Wentworth had a piece of land, about two
acres, laid out in lieu of the rabbit warren.
Fifty years ago Elmsthorpe had no poor, but of late years they have increased
greatly by making settlements.
NOTE.—Our farm raised in rent £57. a year. Before we came to the farm, Lady
Noel had it in her own hands for want of tenants. My farm 274 acres.
Plants growing in Elmsthorpe :—Amara dulcis, adder's-tongue, agrimony, gill-goby-ground, alder-tree, angelica, arrach, lady-bed straw, water-betony, wood-betony,
hifoil, briony, brook-lime, buckshorn plantain, burnet, centaury, wild chervil, fiveleaved grass, colt's-foot, cross-worth, cuckow-point, devil-bit, eye-bright, water-fern,
yellow-flag, hawkweed, herb-robert, St. John's-wort, mouse-ear, St. Peter-wort,
meadow-sweet, rag-wort, rattle-the-red, sanicle, scabious, self-heal, goose or wild
tansy, septoil, yarrow, wild-tyme, and a great variety more on the cold land.
Landholders from Lord Cullen.

First, Lady Noel, who bought Elmsthorpe of the Cullings.
Second owner, Sir Clobery Noel Bart.
Third, Sir Clobery Noel's Widow, in or about 1730.
Fourth, Lord Wentworth, in 1745.

* Several small marl pits, made, I suppose, when fields open : on Mr. Garner's farm and mine
upwards of one hundred. I have caused many of them to be filled up. R. F.
There once stood a windmill in Mr. Lapworth's Old House Close. E. F.
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Fifth, Lord Viscount Wentworth,* the present landholder, 1783.
Elnwthorpe Church. I think Elrasthorpe Church, built by William de Charnel
" patron Oth of Henry III., Cotton MSS., British Museum."
It is 161 years since Burton wrote his Leicestershire in 1632, and he calls it an
Antient Church.
The Church, dedicated to S. Mary, as the wake was kept at the same time as
Harwell.
Alabaster monument!* in Elmsthorpe Church sixty years ago.
The present state of Elmsthorpe Church is as follows, viz.: The inside sixty-six
feet long and thirty feet wide; the whole length, including the tower, about eighty
feet; the height of tower thirty-six feet, which is quite entire as when first built;
the church walls about twenty-one feet high. The body of the church in the inside
is overgrown with elder trees and ivy; the north side all over ivy. On the outside
some ash and elm on the top of the walls. In the south wall of the chancel are
three seats, and close to them is another small arch and stone bason under it, all
entire at this time. In the middle of the church is a free-stone grave, a free-stone
cover to it, one is yet whole.
In the church windows stood these arms :
Gules: seven mascles voided, or.
\
Gules: bezant: a quarter ermine.
Azure : seme: de fleurs de Us : a lion rampant or. a bendlet.
Compony: argent: gules.
Quarterly argent and gules, fretty, or. a bendlet, sable. De Spencer.
Azure: a cross ingrailed, or. Charnel.
Argent, fretty, gules: on every joint a bezant, or. Trusiel
The Eectory is valued in the King's Books at £6.13s. 4d.
The Tythe belongs to Dr. Noel, Dean of Salisbury, which is about forty-six
pounds a year. Dr. Noel, the present Lord Wentworth's uncle. Lord Wentworth
is the present owner of Elmsthorpe.
Elmsthorpe first made a parish in the 25th of Henry I., in 1125.
From Hr. Nichols' Queries on Elmstliorpe:—For the last 20 years, a 11 married,
5 christened, 3 buried.
The church dedicated to St. Mary, as the wake was kept at the same time as
Harwell. (•
Marriages in Elmsthorpe are but few, perhaps one or two in twenty years. We
had one the other day: a boy ! and a woman ! Hoys and old women, girls and old
men in wedlock are non-descript things : or ridiculous weddings: or flowers blown
in winter by the fire side: or snow melted by the sun. Let old folks go together:
and young folks marry of or about the same age: and set out together in equal life.
A young lad married to an old woman,
And old men to young girls is not common;
Cold and heat never agree,
Summer in winter ne'er will be;
Toung people married with old,
Are like hot water and cold;
It would be matter very discreet
Roth of an age when in marriage meet.

The walls of the church are built of forest stones and pebbles and slates; the
body of the church looks very antique: it has been much damaged by people pulling
* This noble family claims descent in the female line from Wentworths in Yorkshire, about the
time of King John. At the time of Charles I. they were advanced to the Earl of Cleveland, and
Thomas, Lord Wentworth, his son, in the time of the Civil Wars, dying without male heirs, Ann,
daughter of the Earl, married Lord Lovelace. Sir William Noel, of Kirkby Mallory, married a
grand-daughter to the Earl. Sir Verney Noel was created a Baronet in 1660, his son William Noel
succeeded him—and his son Thomas Noel next to him, and Thomas's brother John after him. Sir
Clobery Noel, his son, next, and his son, Sir Edward Noel, next to him, who on the death of
Martha Lovelace, in 1745, succeeded to the Barony of Wentworth of Nettlesed, and was created
Viscount of Wellesborough by patent in 1762, who married in February, 1788, Lady Ligonier, and
died October the 31st. 1774, succeeded by his son, Sir Thomas Noel, Lord Viscount Wentworth,
LL.D., of Kirkby Mallory, born on November 18th, 1745. His arms and motto (pensa a bien)
(Think for the Best).
Arms. Quartered a chevron on sable, 3 wolves heads fretty or ermine on 2 quarters. Indented
Sable, 3 doves gules, supported by two griffins; a buck for the Crest.
•(•These answers were to Mr. Niohola' query," What number of persons have been married,
buried, and christened for the space of twenty years past, compared with the first twenty years of
the Register." E. T.
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the hutments down for the free-stone. The whole church would some years since
have been pulled down to mend the highways only for Dr. Noel. Half the lead was
on the roof about twenty-five years since. Tradition says there was two bells.
One bell hanging and the roof all on, the glass in the windows, and prayer once a
month between sixty and seventy years ago: at this time no roof left, no glass (in)
the windows: one side window and the chancel end window the wall of them all
broke away: the bellfry door hanging entire. I remember the church door which
was on the north side. The floor is overgrown with nettles; has sometime since
been used for a shed for cattle, dug and gardened. Mr. Queenbury (had) the use of
the lead. Some was stolen from it some years since.
N.B. Mr. Throsby in his Leicestershire Excursions, printed 1791, speaking of
Elmsthorpe Church, says " The church, which is now in ruins, bears no high marks
of rank among village churches; built in a rude style, being Gothic; it is now
hasting to what will be of no consequence to posterity, annihilation." Mr Nichols
paid visit to this church on the 20th of June, 1789, and Mr. Throsby on the 22nd of
March, 1790.
Having only one Door (i.e. he means in the north wall) 'tis say'd by some people
to be a chapel, 'tis commonly call'd the Chapel.
In the churchyard, at the chancel end, in making a sawpit some few years ago,
several human bones found.
The church, says Mr. Throsby, once had a small spire.
Appendix. A very large yew tree, which measures ten feet, once grew in Lord
Cullen's garden.
Ancient brass seal, found May, 1789, in the garden of Mr. Queenborough, of
Elmsthorpe, ingraved with the arms of the Charnels, in my possession. R. F.
The heiress of the Beresfords of Snareston married William Charnel, second son
of William de Charnel, of Elrasthorpe, in the time of Henry the Third, whose
descendants have continued at Snareston ever since. The present family who reside
there are the Miss Charnels, three maiden ladies. In the chapel ar« various arms
and some monuments of the Charnels, 1790.

And now let us estimate the value of Richard Fowke's Archaeo
logy bequeathed to us in his history of Elmsthorpe. Remember,
he was a tenant-farmer. He lived upon the spot. He noted
everything to do with his parish and the parish church. He gave
to posterity the account of their state at his day. He recorded the
fact of the wake-feast connected with the church's original dedica
tion being kept at the same time as in the neighbouring village of
Harwell; the existence of alabaster monuments in the church
sixty years before the date of his writing; the exact time when the
lead roof was stripped off, and the last bell was hanging; and also
when regular prayer was made within its walls. He records more
over his own remarkable answer to a query from Mr. Nichols as to
the number of persons married, buried, and christened at Elms
thorpe Church for the twenty years before 1783, which was " a
couple married, five christened, three buried,"—a reply which
establishes the use of the Church at that date for occasional offices,
as well as the existence of a burial yard. And speaking again in
another place of the churchyard, he makes a note in the true
spirit of an Archaeologist,—"In the churchyard at the chancel end,
in making a sawpit, some few years ago, found several human
bones." What Archaeologist, who cares for the present as well as
for the past, does not commend the exactness of these entries ?
Bearing in mind the loss of the Parish Registers and every docu
ment of interest pertaining to the little church—of what inestimable
VOL. IV.
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value is this written history of the parish by one of its residentfarmers ? The church was in ruins in Richard Fowke's time.
Now, of all ruins, there is none more painful to witness than a
decayed Christian edifice. Next to a degraded clergy, is a once
noble and consecrated, but ruined church, dank with weeds and ivy.
The worldly-minded cannot understand the active and powerful
motive which excites regret at such a sight. But when we view it
with the thought that it was once erected to propound to human
beings the dodtrines of the most elevated religion in the world, it
is a melancholy spectacle to find it reduced to dust and ashes.
To the zeal and piety of the Charnells, the parish of Elmsthorpe
was indebted for its church. Its floor was once paved with tiles
bearing the arms of that family, and which were probably made at
Potter's Marston, close by. With a thought for others after them
they built disinterestedly a most substantial edifice. Indeed, so
firmly were its stones fitted together, that notwithstanding the
exposure of the walls without roof for 100 years, they have been
pronounced to be as solid still as those of most parish churches.
Decay, however, is inseparable from material works, particularly
when neglect hastens it. Surely there was a call upon Richard
Fowke to write his village history. And it is the bounden duty of
everyone who cares for the local history of his country to attach
himself to the study of the Archaeology of his parish, as Richard
Fowke did; and especially of those objects of past interest which
ought to be preserved, and repaired (if necessary), and carefully
handed down to our children's children.
In fact more than this is required of us. On a spot where once
a population took root, even though it dwindled afterwards, another
population may any day arise. A church is indispensable for their
use. And certainly it will be allowed, that however easy a thing it
is to sweep off a parish and a parish church from a local map, it is
a wiser thing to keep up an old parish boundary and to provide for
the permanence of a church when once they have one. The love
of Archaeology is intended to make all tenant-farmers and parish
ioners like Richard Fowke—devoted to the protection of these
interesting objects within their localities. Indeed, what are our
Archaeological and Architectural Societies worth, if they do not
teach others besides their members, a beneficial zeal for the pre
servation of many of our noblest marks of country history. Every
resident in a parish has it in his power to support and preserve
these. There is none amongst us but has been refreshed by the
thought of a tenant-farmer before the days of these Societies
being an Archaeologist. Let every one, then, be encouraged to
devote a little time to this study of Archaeology, as Richard Fowke
did; and then there will be restored to local history a wholesome
interest it now lacks; the benefit of which will be seen in an uni
versal care for the time-honoured monuments—whether of families
or of old churches—throughout our native land.
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ME. SHAKPE next proceeded to describe the contents of his two
cases of remains. He explained that the flint implements were all
the work of men's hands, and were in short the oldest remains of
human workmanship yet discovered; while the other remains
were those of animals which had lived at the same time. He
reminded those present that the discovery of the flints was of com
paratively recent date, and that for some time they were supposed
to be but accidental formations.- However, when large numbers
were discovered arranged in certain groups, each group consisting
of a certain type, and numbering some hundreds of objects, then it
became patent to the observation of those who examined the
question, that these were not accidentally broken flints, but really
shaped by the hands of an intelligent creature. It was also early
observed that the beds in which these flints were discovered
contained also, in some instances, the teeth of elephants and
rhinoceroses, and the large horns of bovine animals. At first it
was thought that though the flints and remains were found in the
same beds, they did not necessarily belong to the same period, but
all doubt on this point had since disappeared, and the conclusion
arrived at that both belonged to the same time. Some of the
animals, whose remains might be observed in the cases, were of
local interest, inasmuch as they had lived in that neighbourhood,
and had probably roamed over the very lordship in which they
were then met. The remains included those of elephants of much
greater magnitude than any existing at present, the elephas primigenius for instance, being at least one-third larger than any now
existing. As the elephant of the extinct species lived in a much
colder climate than that experienced by those of the present age,
they were provided with a woolly covering to maintain the tem
perature of their bodies. Mr. Sharpe then proceeded to exhibit the
various teeth in his collection, after which he went on to deal with
the remains of the rhinoceros, remarking that that animal also
lived at the same period. Coming to the bison priscus, he ex
plained that the extinct species was much larger than any American
bison existing at the present day. After referring to the specimen
in the Woodwardian museum as proving most conclusively that
the flint implements were used in killing the wild animals of
extinct species, Mr. Sharpe went on to describe the various classes
of flint implements which had been discovered. Prefacing his re
marks by the intimation that Mr. Evans had succeeded in forming
flint implements without the assistance of iron, he pointed out that
this most conclusively disposed of the objection that the flint tools
could not possibly have been the workmanship of primitive men,
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to whom the knowledge of metals was as a sealed hook, and that
therefore they must have been but the offspring of a fortuitous
concourse of circumstances, or mere chance. The exhibitor next
explained the various classes of flint implements at present known,
from the rough outline formed by the unskilled hand to the
finished productions of the clever and practical workman. He
warned those desirous of becoming purchasers of such implements
that on the continent they might have any number made to order
by an unscrupulous curiosity vendor, and that it required some little
skill to detect the genuine from the false, and the original from
the manufactured. In reply to a question, Mr. Sharpe confessed
that, so far as years were concerned he could assign no date what
ever to any of the implements; all he could tell was that when
that extinct species existed, England formed part of the continent
of Europe, and the Southern parts of Europe were united with the
Northern parts of Africa, inasmuch as such huge creatures could
not possibly have been denizens of such a comparatively small
island as Great Britain.
The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the usual vote of thanks,
remarked that it was with the greatest possible pleasure he had
presided on that occasion, and that he thought the town and
neighbourhood of Lutterworth would agree with him when he said
that it had afforded them the utmost gratification to receive a visit
from the two societies on that occasion.

Wednesday, 11th September, 1872.
THE EXCURSION.
A LABOKE party proceeded in carriages to visit the following
places.
NEWNHAM PADDOX.
This, the seat of the Earl of Denbigh, was kindly thrown open,
and the visitors had the privilege of seeing a large collection of
family portraits and other pictures by Vandyke, Rembrandt, and
other eminent masters.
MONK'S KIRBY.
The massive tower of Monk's Kirby Church forms a very im
posing feature of the landscape. After a short time spent in
inspecting the building, Rev. G. A. Poole proceeded to describe it.
He observed that the finest feature of the church, they must all
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have felt, was the tower; not simply because it was a very large
tower, but because it was a real composition, something more than
four walls built to hold the bells. There was a gradation of storeys,
and they saw that they were looking upon a mass which had been
well considered before it was built. On examining it minutely,
they would find that all the details were extremely fine in their
proportions, dignified and grand. Probably a great deal of the
grandeur of the tower was owing to the kind of stone of which it
was built, the Warwickshire red sandstone, which was very friable,
and compelled the use of large buttresses, and the absence of
delicate details. Unfortunately the upper part of the tower had
been treated like others in the neighbourhood. Somebody about
200 years ago thinking Renaissance was better than Gothic, put
some curious pinnacles on the top. At the east end were sedilia
and piscina, which were geometrical, about the latter part of the
thirteenth century, or early in the fourteenth. When the church
was built there were monastic buildings of some kind adjoining on
the north side, which trenched a good deal on the proportions of
the church. The tower was very oddly adapted to the church, or
rather the church was very oddly adapted to the tower. The
pillars were of a very peculiar section, elongated from north to
south, and not east to west. Another peculiarity was that they had
no capitals, which was a poor method of dealing with the thing,
but not unpleasant som'etimes. Some of the windows must have
struck them as specially ugly; so ugly that they must be original,
for he could not imagine any architect copying them. There were
some perpendicular insertions in the north aisle. In the north
wall of the chancel was an opening which was very peculiar; look
ing upward there appeared to be a sort of chimney, and he believed
it was probably used in connection with an Easter sepulchre.
There might be some scenic representation of the resurrection, and
figures introduced, and a light might be thrown on them either
from above or below. In the Society's volume for this year there
was an article on these sepulchres by Mr. Bloxam, in which they
were fully described. The church had been magnificently restored,
at a cost of £8000., for which, without disparagement to anybody
else, the parishioners were greatly indebted to E. Wood, Esq., of
Newbold Eevel. In a chapel on the north side were two fine
monuments of the Denbigh family, in good preservation, one of
the dates 1547 and 1539, and the other of 1580. A large painted
window at the west end was one of Hardman's best works, and a
very fine specimen of modern work.
BEINKLOW.
THE first object calling for attention here was a lofty tumulus, an
artificial mound or hill, adjoining a quadrangular earthwork. The
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party being gathered on the top, Mr. James Thompson stated that
" low " all over England in the names of places meant a burial
barrow or mound, and that that was the original purpose of the
place on which they were standing. Being readily adapted for
warlike purposes, subsequently there might be a tower or keep
erected on it, and, looking round on all sides, they would see that
it was admirably adapted to guard against the approach of an
enemy. The probability was that it was a burial mound in Saxon
or even Roman times, and in the Norman period the site suggested
itself on a good one for the purpose of maintaining an armed body,
and other works were added. The site very much reminded him of
a similar one at Hallaton, in Leicestershire. An excavation of it
would probably produce some interesting relics. The party next
proceeded to the church, and the Rev. G. A. Poole remarked that
there was not much to say about it. The first feature which they
could not help seeing and feeling was that the church not only
stood on a hill, but was built up-hill, and the architect missing a
fine opportunity of making a grand rise from the west to the east
by steps. There was a good staircase to the rood screen, and
another feature was the repetition of what they had seen at Monk's
Kirby, the arches being without capitals to the piers. Another
peculiar feature was a very good wooden north porch, with some
nice carving. The west window was the finest of Hardman's he
had seen. There were some small specimens of good old glass in
the window. The next stage was

COOMBE ABBEY.
A seat of Lord Craven, situated in an extensive and finelywooded park, formerly the site of a religious house of the Cistercian
Order, founded in the reign of Stephen. Here the visitors had the
privilege of seeing an extensive collection of ancient armour and
weapons, and the numerous family pictures and other productions
of great artists, which profusely decorated the walls of the principal
apartments, and among which were fine works by Rembrandt,
Vandyke, Holbein, Lely, and others. A large tennis court is
attached to the mansion, and in this luncheon was set out, and no
doubt heartily enjoyed by the numerous company assembled. The
Rev.-G. A. Poole stated that part of the cloisters were some of the
oldest work they had seen that day. The entrance to the chapter
house was in the transitional style of architecture, the change from
Norman to Gothic, which commenced about 1145, and in 1150 or
thereabouts that house was supposed to have been founded. After
luncheon the party spent some time in visiting the pleasant gardens
of the place, and then proceeded to
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WITHYBROOK CHURCH.
Here the Rev. G. A. Poole remarked that he supposed they
would think he had brought them to an insignificant church, but
ecclesiologists were pleased to find even an insignificant church not
overdone in the way of restoration, and there were two or three
things worthy of notice. In a "door-way in the north side, they
would find the base of an early English pillar of the thirteenth
century, built up in the wall: except the cloisters at Coombe Abbey,
the oldest thing they had seen yet. Another thing was, that rude
as the church was as a whole, there was some good carving of the
heads at the ends of the arches, and there was a very nice little
decorated clerestory. A special feature was that on the south side
of the chancel they had clearly an Easter sepulchre, which could
be approached behind so that figures and images and other devices
could be introduced into it, and made part of a scenic representa
tion. It had been richly decorated, for a good deal of carving had
been chipped away which obviously represented the resurrection.
In the centre had evidently been the angel that came down • and
frightened the guards, and at the sides were the guards; and
outside was a place where there might have been the two Maries
represented. The word "ubi" still remained of the inscription.
Then there were some very good bits of painted glass. These were
round panes with a sun or star in the middle, and the remains of
a good window broken up and mixed with other glass. There was
a figure holding a pot of ointment, or something of that sort; and
in the east window of the north aisle there was a most beautiful
piece of painted glass, a crowned female figure holding a cross,
with green diaper ground behind it. He believed it represented
St. Helena, the Empress, who discovered the true cross. It was
also a very good specimen of drawing, and worth the journey to
see. The next and last stage brought the visitors to
CLAYBROOK CHURCH,
A very fine building, with a chancel of unusual length. The
Rev. G. A. Poole remarked that it was not always the finest things
that had the most to be said about them, and this church seemed
to have been all built about the same time, and upon an equal scale,
so that there was not much to be said about it. They could all see
what a beautiful Decorated chancel that was of the style of about
1340 or 1350. The windows were perfectly beautiful. The east
window, which had replaced a sort of square thing that was there
in 1820, was filled with tracery which did not quite harmonise
with the other windows, and would have been better if the style
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had been later. There was some good painted glass in several
windows. Outside they could see there was what was commonly
called a leper's window, or a lychnoscope; of the purport of which
there were two opinions; one that it was used for lepers to receive
the sacrament from the outside, and the other that it was used for
seeing the altar lights. He would not decide, but should call it a
low side window. This church loudly calls for restoration and will
most amply repay it. Thanks being voted to Mr. Poole for his
kindness in describing the churches, the party proceeded to Ullesthorpe and Lutterworth and broke up.

September 30th, 1872.
THE KEV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
The Honorary Secretary reported the good success of the late
general meeting at Lutterworth.
It was RESOLVED that the thanks of the Society be given to the
Eev. W. F. Wilkinson (the President), and the Eev. Assheton
Pownall, F.S.A., the Secretary, and the members of the Local
Committee at Lutterworth, to Captain Pearson, for presiding at
the public meeting, to the Earls of Denbigh and Craven, for their
kindness in allowing the Society to visit Newnham Paddox and
Coombe Abbey, and to inspect the picture galleries and antiquities
in their possession; to the clergy, who offered every facility for the
examination of their churches during the excursion; to the contri
butors to the temporary museum for the very many beautiful and
interesting objects exhibited; to the readers of papers—the Rev.
Assheton Pownall, F.S.A., Mr. James Thompson, the Rev. Finest
Towers; to Mr. Samuel Sharpe for his pleasing description of flint
instruments and fossil remains exhibited by himself; and to the
Rev. G. A. Poole for so ably describing the churches, &c., inspected
during the excursion.
The following gentlemen were elected MEMBERS of the Society:
—Mr. G. B. Grimsdick, Othorpe House; the Rev. John Sikes
Watson, Rector of Cottesbach ; the Rev. F. B. H. Bridges, Rector
of Bruntingthorpe; Mr. C. H. Gates, Lutterworth; the Rev. W.
F. Wilkinson, Rector of Lutterworth; Mr. John Davies Broughton,
of Glooston; Mr. William Footman, of Lutterworth; Mr. G. S.
Wardley, of Lutterworth; and Mr. Lucas G. Fry, of Emanuel
College, Cambridge.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited:
By MK. OEDISH : A plan, drawing, and elevation of Syston
Church Tower, showing the effect of the lightning when the
Church was struck a few months ago. It appeared that the
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electric current had passed through the Mountsorrel stone without
injuring it, it being apparently a conductor; but where it had come
in contact with the sandstone it had greatly injured it, in one case
completely shattering it.
By THE CHAIBMAN : A silver penny of Henry HI., minted at
Oxford; a Roman bronze coin of a late Emperor, and a shilling
of Elizabeth, dated 1568.
By MR. TBAYLEN : Some interesting fragments of Roman
figured pottery found at Caistor. On one piece was represented a
dog, apparently part of a hunting scene ; a Roman or Saxon por
celain moulded bead; a stylus, sharp pointed at one end and spoon
shaped at the other.
By MB. WEATHEBHEAD : A Roman vase of Caistor ware, on
which he made the following remarks: About two months ago a
very elegant Roman vessel (of Caistor ware) was discovered in
Horsefair Street, whilst excavating for foundations of new buildings,
and on the site of the old " Three Crowns Hotel." It measured
about nine inches in height, is of a dull brick-red, enriched with
the usual scroll pattern in raised white-slip. It has been kindly
presented to the Museum by Mr. Jonathan Hodgson, of Leicester.
Mr. Weatherhead also exhibited a small drinking-cup, also of
Caistor ware, and some pieces of Salopian ware, on which he made
the following remarks: Whilst excavating in Sanvy Gate, in August
last, and between eight and nine feet deep, an entire human skeleton
was discovered. At the head was found a drinking-cup (now exhi
bited), which is one of the most perfect and beautiful examples of
the kind hitherto met with in Leicester. The cup, which is of
superior quality, is 4f inches in height, and is an excellent illus
tration of the well-known Caistor or Durobrivian pottery. It
approaches to a dull blue or slate colour, and is ornamented in
relief, with a kind of white pigment, and bears the inscription
Vita (life). Drinking-cups, with such like inscriptions, are not
unusually found. Mr. Roach Smith, in his " Collectanea," fur
nishes us with the following instances : Ave (hail!) Vivas (may
you live!) Bibe (drink!) Imple (fill!); words clearly indicating
that these elegant little vases were applied to social and convivial
uses. At the feet of the skeleton was discovered the white vessel
(also exhibited), and which is manufactured from a particular kind
of clay, and is termed Salopian ware. In height it measures 4£
inches. From the blackened, burnt, appearance of the inside, it
is not improbable but that it may have contained some kind of
aromatic. I am disposed to venture this opinion, especially after
- comparing it with several other vessels, very similar in character,
and which all bear unmistakeable evidence of a blackened and
charred appearance inside. These vessels I have pleasure in pro
ducing for inspection, having succeeded in procuring both the cup
and the vessel for the Museum.
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By MR. HUNT : Rubbings and sketches of incised stones found
at Helpstone, near Market Deeping, sent by the Rev. J. Legh
Campbell, M.A., who stated that he had received the Architectural
Society's reports, &c., for 1871, and read Mr. Hunt's paper on
Thurnby Church and the incised stones, and thereby was induced
to write to him upon the subject. One stone, with cross and
diagonals incised on both sides, with circular top, was found when
rebuilding the church tower, whose foundations were found to be
Romano-Saxon ; the other stones were found whilst putting in an
underground flue to warm the church, one used as a paving (floor
ing) stone, incised side downwards, and probably cut square to fit
the floor. Many headstones have been found at Helpstone, but in
every case the carving has been in relief—not incised. They are
very similar to the Thurnby stones, and, like them, exceedingly
interesting and mysterious. It is much to be desired that stones
of such archaeological interest and worth should be carefully
preserved, wherever found, in the hope that some clue might be
got at as to their use and age, and reported to some competent
antiquary in the neighbourhood where discovered.

November 25th, 1872.
THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair:
THE RT. HON. THE EAEL OF GAINSBOROUGH was elected a VicePresident of the Society.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :
By THE CHAIRMAN : Impressions from a seal sent to him by the
Rev. N. P. Small, Rector of Bosworth, with the following
remarks : " The seal, which is in excellent preservation, has three
sides; it is formed of some hard mixed metal in an ornamental
silver handle, in which it revolves." The engraving on each
represented the bust of Queen Anne, with the inscription, "Anna
Maria Dei Gratia ;" on another side was represented a church with
a tower, and on the remaining side was a bust, with the inscription
" H. Sacheverell, D.D."
By MR. G. H. NEVINSON : An ancient stirrup, found in digging
a drain across the Fosse Road, near Sapcote, four feet from the sur
face. It was of steel, similar in shape to the modern stirrup, but
narrower and lighter. The sides projected downwards below the
cross bar, and the sides were ornamented with slightly projecting
square bosses, two on each side. The date of this relic seemed
very doubtful, but probably belonged to late mediaeval times, and
may have been a lady's stirrup.
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By MR. G. C. BELLAIEB : Three ancient tobacco pipes, found
on taking down a portion of old London wall.
By MB. BULL : A coin of Vespasian, found in Millstone Lane,
fifteen feet below the surface.
By MR. AGAR : The leaden seal of a Papal bull of Pope Clement.
By MR. TRAYLEN : A five shilling, half-crown, and one shilling
pieces of gun money, of James LI., dated 1690. These coins
were struck by that Monarch for obtaining money to carry on his
attempt to regain the throne.
By COLONEL JOSEPH KNIGHT, of Glen Parva Manor: The follow
ing relics found near Oswestry:—A very fine bronze leaf-shaped
spear head, with sockets and a loop on each side to tie it firmly to
the staff; two very fine bronze celts or axe heads, one with halfmoon shaped blade; the bronze blade of a dagger, and a small
square piece of bronze. Colonel Knight also exhibited two spurs,
one of copper, which had originally been gilt, found near Glen
Parva old Hall. The rowel of this has large long spikes, and the
buckle was broken off. The other spur was of mixed metal, and
had also probably been gilt or plated; it was quite perfect, and
richly embossed; it had a large rowel with five long sharp spikes.
Both spurs were considered to be of the early part of the sixteenth
century. Colonel Knight also exhibited a small elegant earthen
ware jar filled with mortar. It was about three inches high, with
one handle. Also several specimens of pottery found at Glen
Parva, in the Kirkdale close, consisting of part of a small Roman
mortarium, part of a Roman square flue tile, and also part of a
Saxon urn found in a Saxon interment.
LEICESTEE STAINED GLASS.
MR. NORTH (who was unable to attend on account of ill health)
contributed notes on further portions of this glass (see p. 138).
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD.
Although the Resurrection and the Ascension of our Lord are
frequently met with as subjects of art in the Middle Ages, still
they do not appear to have been so attractive to mediaeval artists
as the legendary events in the life of the Virgin, or the traditional
acts in the lives of the Saints. Whether this arose from the
greater freedom accorded to the imagination in the latter than
could be exercised in depicting the former as recorded in the simple
words of the Evanglists, or whether tradition and legend at that
time, from various causes, exercised more influence over the
feelings and tastes of the people than the sober and solemn stories
of the Gospel narratives, is not our purpose now to inquire: the
comparison is only made incidentally as arising from the fact of
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finding fewer existing examples of the Resurrection and of the
Ascension in mediaeval art than might have been anticipated.
An early representation of the Resurrection of our Lord occurs
on an ivory tablet of the tenth or eleventh century, preserved in
the Museum of Christian Antiquities in the Vatican. Our Saviour
is represented as stepping out of a tomb, holding a cross in His
left hand: on either side is an angel worshipping, and the Roman
guard are reclining below. In an Anglo-Saxon Manuscript in the Harleian Collection (No. 290.8) is an illumination of this subject where
the sleeping guard at the tomb is armed with a long spear, and a
huge convex buckler bossed and bound with metal, really represent
ing a soldier of the tenth century.* Albert Durer in his " Small
Passion "—a series of engravings on wood, executed in 1509 and
1510, represents our Saviour as stepping from the tomb, in the
presence of the guard, at the dawn of day. The sun is rising
over the city, from the gates of which have issued three figures—
probably the three holy women, who, we are told, brought sweet
spices, and came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun that
The subject is treated in Durer's
they might anoint Him.
vigorous and homely style. A curious sixteenth century repre
sentation of the Resurrection occurs on the Seal of Christ's
Hospital, Ruthin, North Wales, dated 1590. A gigantic figure of
our Saviour rises from the tomb, and two of the Roman guards are
equipped in Elizabethan morions.
Of other existing examples of this subject in England it may
suffice to refer to one in sculpture, one mural painting, and one in
stained glass, before drawing your attention to the Leicester
specimen. The sculpture in the Chapel of S. Anne, on Wakefield
Bridge, Yorkshire, gives a good example of the Resurrection of
our Lord. The Saviour is rising from a Gothic tomb: an angel
on either side appears in adoration: the watchers in full armour
beneath are waking in alarm : one is clasping his sword and
raising his shield.! On the east wall of the chancel of Chalgrove
Church, Oxfordshire, is a mural painting of this subject, forming
one of a continuous series, t and in the church of S. Michael,
Thornhill, Yorkshire, is an example in stained glass executed at
the close of the fifteenth century. In this instance Christ appears
* Journal of British Archaeological Association, xix., 117. See D'Agincourt
Painting, Plates Ivii. and lix., for representations of the Resurrection executed in
the twelfth century.
t It may be mentioned that several Easter Sepulchres existing in our churches
in England are ornamented—in addition to sculpture representing the Roman guard
as watching—with representations of the Resurrection. The well known sepulchre
at Hackington has the Resurrection sculptured above it with two angels beneath: on
either side of the arch are angels and figures of the three Manes. Above the
Sepulchre at Patrington Church, Yorkshire, is our Saviour emerging ft-om the tomb,
the lid of which ia being raised by two angels.—Associated Architectural Societies'
Reports, Vol. xi., p. 80, SI.
I Archteologia, Vol. xxxviii.
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crowned with thorns and a golden nimbus, bearing, as usual, a
banner in His left hand and holding up the right in benediction.
He is rising from a sepulchre which is guarded at each corner by a
soldier in armour : one is fast asleep, two are awaking, while one
on whom our Lord's face is turned, is quite awake, but motionless
through fear.*
The Leicester example is in very perfect preservation and gives
the figures with much boldness and expression. Our Saviour,
crowned with thorns and with a cruciform nimbus, is stepping
from an oblong tomb. A loose open robe is fastened at the throat
by a clasp or morse : other drapery is also given, but the whole is
so disposed as to show the stigmata. In His left hand He carries
a long staff terminating with a cross and banner—the emblem of
triumph or victory over death. His right hand is held up in bene
diction. At each corner of the tomb is a soldier given in an
attitude at once natural and full of artistic vigour: the grouping is
very good. Three of the watchers are asleep, the fourth, though
apparently waking, does not seem to realise the wonderful event
before his eyes. They are all in full armour, wearing the salade
or skull-cap, the collar of mail, the large elbow pieces, with the
globular protuberant breastplate, &c., which characterised the
armour of the latter half of the fifteenth century. It is worthy of
remark that each soldier bears a different weapon in his hand from
that of his companions: one holds a halberd, one a glaive, the
other two have pikes of different patterns.
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD.
An early miniature painting in a Syrian Manuscript of the sixth
century, preserved in the library of S. Lorenzo, at Florence, repre
sents our Saviour as ascending to heaven in a fiery chariot, the
upper part of which is supported by two angels, and the lower by
the symbols of the Evangelists, and by wings studded with eyes;
beneath, two angels appear to be explaining the miraculous event
to the Virgin and Apostles, who are gazing upwards in astonishment.f A miniature painting of the ninth century depicts our
Lord as ascending to heaven (from which a hand issues and clasps
the hand of the Saviour) in the presence of the Virgin and the
eleven Apostles. Two angels—the two men in white apparel
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles—are explaining the
occurrence.! As a curious contrast to these simple and rude
representations may be mentioned a fresco of the latter half of the
fifteenth century, preserved on the staircase of the Palazza Quirinale, Rome. It is considered the first painting in which the art
of foreshortening was used and understood. It represents our
* Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, Vol. i., p. 72.
t Ciampini, Vetera Monimenta,
Vol. i., cap. xiii., quoted by D'Agincourt. t D'Agincowrt Painting, Plata xliii.
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Saviour as a magnificent figure, with a cruciform nimbus, with
outstretched arms, and in massive flowing drapery, as ascending
to Heaven surrounded by almost innumerable adoring angels and
cherubim.* Albert Durert presents the scene very simply. The
Blessed Virgin and the Apostles are gazing upwards—some kneel
ing—to the ascending Saviour, whose feet, encircled with clouds,
are the only portion of His Sacred Body visible. So in our
Leicester example : the lower part of our Saviour's person only is
shown encompassed with clouds and rays of light; the Virgin
Mary and the Apostles are kneeling below, gazing upwards with
hands raised in awe and adoration. There is a feature in this
representation which, though frequently found, should be pointed
out. We find it in an early representation of the Ascension of
the ninth century, as well as in later examples, including Albert
Durer's—the foot-prints of our Saviour appear upon the earth He
has just left. This may be intended to teach that it was no mere
vision the assembled disciples saw, or no mere spirit which had
just left them, but the real body of their Divine Master, whose
foot-prints were for all time impressed upon this lower world,
where for a brief space He had lived, upon which and for which
He had died, and from which He was now ascending to Heaven.
This subject is given in the long series of mural paintings
preserved in the chancel of Chalgrove Church, Oxfordshire. It is
on the north side of the east window, as the last scene in the Life
of our Lord.
The REV. A. M. RENDELL made some remarks on lightning
conductors, relative to Mr. Ordish's remarks at the last meeting
of the Society, as to the injury done to Syston Church during a
thunderstorm.
* D'Agincourt Painting, Plate cxlii.

t In his " Little Passion."

