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ThelBosmanIRuling,[FootballlTransfers
andlForeignlFootballersl

Introduction:UF oreignlfootballerstandlEnglishlfootballl

ThislfactlsheetIconsiderslthelimpactloflforeignlifootballersfonlithelEnglishlgamelasiwelllasthel
correlationlbetweenl‘biglbusiness’ 0‘politics’landl‘sport’ [T olwhatlextentlhasithelEuropeanl
gamelchangediduringlithellateltwentiethlcenturyl-landihowlisfitlchanginginow MW ellookl
specificallylherelatlthellissueslandlitheliresultsloflthelnowlinfamousl‘Bosmanliruling’lonlthel
transferlloflifootballerslinlEuropelandiconsiderthelimplicationsloflthelnewlitransfercultureliind
theligloballgame.l

ThelfootballiworldibeforelBosman

PriorftofthelBosmanfcase,fwhichichangedithelnaturelofiplayerftransferslinlEurope,ffootballl
clubsthadlconsiderablelemploymentlcontrolloverltheirIplayers.0Playersiwerelregisterediwithl
clubs,landhittwaslthisfregistrationliwhichlwasltransferredibetweenlclubsIwhenlaltransferliwasl
made.[Alfeelwouldlusuallylbeldemandediforithelmovementlofplayers.dltflislthisOprovisionfoflal
transferpayment,landalsolthellinabilityloflplayersitolmovelfreelylbetweenlemployersasiandl
whenltheyllikeddwhich,llargely,ImarkedithemioutlasidifferentifromIimanylotherlsortsiofl
employees.[

Untill19630playerslinlEnglandihaditolputlinfalitransferlrequestliflitheylwanteditolmovelclubs. Il
thellclublrefuseditolallowlalplayerftolmovelheIwouldibeltieditodthelclublasllonglasthisiwagesl
werelmaintainedlatlleastlatlthellevellofThislpreviousicontract.0Thisl‘retainfandltransfer’Isysteml
meantlclubsicouldiprettylmuchlcontrollthelemploymentlivesiofiplayers.0Thelidealoflithisd
systemwasltollimitlplayerimobilitylandiwageslandithuslpreventlallltheltoplfootballlplayersd
simplylfinishingluplatlthelrichestlclubs.MInltheleraloflthelmaximumiwage,lthisImeantlithatlthel
toplplayersiHIEngland’ sITomIFinneylatPrestonlNorthIEnd,Iforlexamplel-spentltheirfiwholel
careerslatltheirl‘home’Oclubslthatloftenlexperiencedlittlelsuccess.l

In019600anlEnglishiplayer,iGeorgellEastham,Ichallengedithelpowerloficlubs.IHelIwasl
transferredifromlArdsfindNorthernllrelanditolNewcastlelUnitedlin01 9560andlthelplayerl
expressedlanfinterestlinimovinglonlfromithelNorthIEastliniDecemberlll 959.0Thelclublfoughtl
hisidesireltolleave,Jandlsimplyl‘retained’Thimldespitelhislrepeatedirequestsiforltransfer.m
EasthamleventuallylleftithelgamelafterlappealingltolthelFootballll.eaguelmanagementl
committeeloverthisIposition.INewcastlelUnitedleffectivelylownedlhim;IsolEasthamliwas[
unablelitolplaylanywherelelse.MOnelyearflaterlindl 960INewcastlelUnitedlandlArsenallfinallyl
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agreedlaltransferimovelforlEastham,IbutlthelplayerltooklhislcaseltolthelHighICourtlinlorderitol
testIthelretainfandltransferlsystem.0There,WudgelWilberforcelfounditherellwerelfivelareaslitolbel

consideredlinlthelcase:l
0
1]
ThelHighICourtlandithelEasthamICasel
1]
e  ArelthelrulesloflthelAssociationfandthelregulationsliforlithelleaguelinlrestraintlofltrade 20
e Iflilso,larelthelrestraintsinolmorelthanlsuchlaslarelireasonablylnecessarylforlthelprotectionlofl
thelAssociationlorloflithell.eaguelorloflitsimembers 20
e Haslthelcourtfanyfjurisdictionlthatlthelretentionlandtransferlsystemllislinvalidlagainstlalll
orllanyloflitheldefendants?0
e [fllso,Ishouldlthelcourtlexerciselthatljurisdiction?l
e Haslthelplaintifflanylirighttoldamages ?I(Easthaml1963:0146)0
]
0

240  ThelHighICourtifoundithatithelretainfanditransferlsystemliwasl‘anlunreasonablelrestraintlofl
trade’ Mfliclubsididinotlre-hireltheirIplayerlonlalfurtherficontractlplayers,fitidecided,Ishouldibel
ableltolleavelforlfree.IHowever,Ifootballlclubslicouldistilllexerciseltheloptionltolre-hirelplayersl
atlthelendlofltheirlcontract.MThisl‘freedom’Owaslstillveryllimited.0

2.5M  In01977/19780 freedomlofiicontract’Ifinallylarrived.0A tthelendlofltheirlicontracts,IplayersD
couldinowlexerciseltheirfoptionlitolleaveltheirlclub.lflthelclublofferedithelplayerinewltermsl
thatiwerelatlleastlaslattractivelasitheloldlones,thenlthelsellinglclubiwaslstilllentitledtolal
transferfifee.llflalfeelcouldinotibeldecidedibetweenlthelclubs,laltribunaliwouldithenddecidelthel
appropriatelfigure.0Whenlunderlicontractlinfthisinewlarrangement,Iplayerslorltheirlagentsiwerel
explicitlylnoflallowedltolinitiateltransferimoves;flitiwaslupltolthelpotentiallbuyerltolapproachl
thellclubldirectlylwherelthislplayeriwaslbased.IThislsystemllastedluntillthelground-breakingfl
Jean-MarclBosmanfcaselind1995.0

3.0 AOChanginglWorld:IBosmanlandUA fterl

3.10  Inl1990,Jean-MarcIBosmanlwaslanfunremarkablelfootballerlplayingliforlithelBelgianlfirst
divisionlsidelFCILiege.IButlthisiwouldisoonlichange.lAtIthelendloflithel1 9900seasonB osmanl
wantedltolmoveltolFrenchlsidelDunkirk MFCILiegeltrieditolstoplithelmovelfromitakinglplacel
bylusingfthellcross-borderftransferlruling,iwhichlmeantlthelclubsthadtolagreelalfeelbeforelal
playeriiwaslallowedtoltransfer. IFCILiegeltriedItolmakelthelmovelimpossiblelbyldemandingfall
verythighltransferlfeelforiBosman’sIservices.IBosmanlprotestediagainstthisidecisionlandihel
filedOsuitlagainstIFCILiege,thelBelgianlfootballlauthorities,landithelEuropeanifootballl
authorities,larguinglthatlthelfootballlregulationslondpaymentloflitransferlifeeslistoppedIEUL
citizenslifromthavingithethumanlrightloflifreedomlofilmovementlinfemployment.0

320 In019950thelEuropeaniCourtloflJusticelruledlindfavourlofllean-MarclBosman,Idecidingfithat]
thellexistinglfootballltransferlirulesiwerelinlbreachloflithelEuropeaniUnionllawlonlthelfreel
movementlofliworkersibetweenlmemberlstates.lA slalresultloflthis:0“thelEuropeaniUnionl
demandedithaflregulationsiconcerninglplayers Ttransferslandllimitationslonlforeignlplayers(
bellamendedlalmosflimmediately” I(www.fifa.com)l

3.30  ThelEuropeaniUnionlrulingleventuallylleditolthelfreelmovementlofifootballersibetweenlclubsl
withinfandlbetweenlIEUlcountries,IwithInolfeelpayablelwhenlplayers’Icontractsthavelexpired.l
ThellnewlrulingthaslalsolmeantlthatIplayerslarelnowlallowedItoldiscusslandinegotiateltheirll
ownldealsiwithlalnewlemployerfiwhenltheirlpreviousicontractihaslexpired.MThisimeans,lofl
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course,Ithattoplplayersarellinfalverylpowerfullpositionwithitheiflownlclubsi-landiwithl
potentiallbuyersi-iwhenltheirlcontractslarellnearingllanlend.l

4.0 WholbenefitslfromthelBosmanlruling 7l

4.10 FootballlclubslcanibenefitlfromithelBosmanlruling.lInfthelsummerlofl1 999 forlexample,l
LiverpoolimanagerlGerardiHoullieriwaslsaidltolbeltargetinglseveninewlsigningsiforlthelstart]
oflthelnewlseason, Jofiwhichlatlleastithreelorlfouriwerellexpecteditolbel‘free’ltransfers.0Thisl
waslseenlaslatlleastlsomelcompensationlforlthellosslofllocallplayer,iStevelMcManaman,lonl
thelBosmanlruling.[Butltoplplayersibenefitimost.IBecausedMcManamanlcouldbelboughtlforl
nolfee,lhelwaslableltolnegotiatethislownlpackagelwithlhisinewlclubIReallMadrid.MThisImeantl
allwagelriselfroml£12,0000withILiverpoolltolalireportedi60,0000withIReal.MSollCampbelll
movedlin20010fromISpursitolArsenal IsmashinglthelHighburyllwagelstructure Jagaindbecausel
noltransferlfeelwaslpayable.fToplplayersiundoubtedlylnowlhavelalgreatidealloflipowerllandl
benefitlgreatlylfromithisinewlruling.[Thoselplayersiplayinglatithelhighestllevelsicanlreceivel
massivelsigning-onlfeeslandimuchbhigheriwagesibecauseloflthelabsencelofltransferlifees.l

420 Poorerfclubsicanlalsolbenefitbylrecruitinglqualitylplayerslonlfreeltransfersi-lorlelselbyl
signinglpromisingllyoungerfiplayersionllongerlicontracts.llnl1 9950footballlagentlEriclHalll
claimedithat:0“ Clubstwillltrylitolsignll 7ol 8-year-oldslonlalsevenlorleight-yearicontract.llfl
theselplayerslarellanyligoodtheytwilllbelsoldlaflalnicelprofit.0Thelsmallericlubsiwilllbenefit .0
In019970W atford’ sIY outhIDevelopmentIOfficerllimmylGilliganibelievedithatltheloutlooklforl
promisingllyounglfootballersiwaslstilllalpositivelone.0Y oungliplayersfarelnowlbeinglofferedd
four,Ifive,lorlevenlsix-yearlcontractsiwhenltheylarefjustll 60orll 7-years-oldl“Iflyou religoodl
enough,lsomeonelwilllstilllwantlyou.lThoselkidsUcanlstilllg olrolalbiglclub ” I quotedlindT hel
Guardian[Februaryll4™11997).0

430  Alnewlagreementinowlallowsliforlcompensationlfeesitolbelpaidiforlyoungerplayersiforithel
traininglandlinvestmentiputlintodthemibylclubs.IAlso,Iplayersicaninowlmovelbeforeltheir
currentlcontractlendsi-butltheyldolhaveltolspendialperiodibetweenlclubsibeforelthe ycanlsignl
alcontractliwithlanotherlclub.l

5.0 WholsufferstbecauselofithelBosmanlruling 7l

5.10  ThelgamelinftheIwidestlsenselcouldibelsaidltolsufferbecauseloflthelnewlBosmanlfreedomlofl
movementlforplayers.0Thisfisbecauseltransferlifeesfiuseditolbelpaididirectlyltolthelclubs.0Thisl
moneylcouldibelreinvestedlindplayinglitalenti-lorlelselinvestedlinlstadiumidevelopment,lorall
youthlsystem,landlsolon.[Thelargumentlherelwasithatimoneylinvestedlbylclubslinidevelopingll
playersicouldiatlleastlremainlinlthelgame dtiwouldicirculatelbetweenlclubs,landlthusthelplind
maintainingithelsport’slinfrastructure [ThellnewlarrangementsimeanCthatltheltopiplayersiandl
theirladvisorsinowlpocketedimuchlofliwhatiwaslpreviouslyltransferimoney.ISo,lalveryllargel
proportionloflithelnewlT Vlincomelinlffootballlactuallylendedluplinlplayers’Osalariesratherlthanl
aslclublprofitsi-lorimoneyltolploughibacklintolthelfootballlbusinessl

5.20  SmallerdclubswithinltheOFootballlLeague,lithwaslargued,iwouldiundoubtedlylsufferimost.m
Althoughlsigningfiplayerslonflonglcontractsiwouldimeanltheylwouldistilllgetlaltransferlorl
compensationlfeellifisoldiwithinlthelplayer’sicontractediperiod,imanyltoplEnglishiclubslarel
nowllookingllelsewherelforlifootballers,lespeciallyltolcontinentallEurope.MTheleffectsiofl
bosmanlarelalsolblamediforfrisingiwageslinlthelFootballlLeague,lespeciallylamonglclubsl
relegatedifromithelFAlPremierLeague.l
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5.30  ThelchanceslavailableltolsomelyounglEnglishiplayersimaylbelmorellimitedinowlbecauselthel
Bosman(lrulinglandlthelinfluxlofiforeignlifootballersimaylimeanlfewerlopportunitiesiforllocall
youngstersitolmakelthelgrade.0Y ounglifootballersimaylbelievelthatlifitheylstartlatithelbottomD
theylwilllbelableltolworkltheirliwayltoltheltop,lbutitopimanagersialsolarguelthatitoolmanyl
younglifootballersiwithinlthellowerldivisionsfarelover-priced;Ithelintroductionloflalcheaper,]
provenliforeignifootballerllisdoftenlmorelattractivelforlithelF AlPremierllLeaguelclubs.IPlayers[
towardslthellendloflitheirflcareersicanlalsolbenefitlfromithelBosmanlrulingd-Ibutlitimaylalsol
meanltheml'sittinglout’Icontractsiwithilittlelchanceloflfirstiteamlfootball.m

60 Possiblelsolutions(

6.10  Lower-divisionlfootballlclubsineedImorelfinanciallsupportifollowingfthellossloflsomeltransferl
feeslandT Vliincome.lAslalresult,ltwolQueensIParklIR angerslifansisetluplalcompanyltolhelpl
theirlownlclublbuyfifootballerslinlthelfuture.lBrotherslAlexlandIMattTWintonlcomelfromial
familyloflIQPRIsupporterslandlownlthelGhostlfashionllabel .[Theylraised250,0000o0signl
CharltonlAthleticldefenderliDanieldShittulinl anuarylofl2002.0Theylalsolagreediwithlthelclubl
tolpaylalyear’ slaccommodationfandiwageslforltheirfnewlforwardiDoudou.0Theylhavelrecentlyl
setluplallcompanylentitledl*Weareqpr.plc’laimedlatigettinglsupportersitolraiselmoneylforl
futurelsignings.MAlexOWintonlarguesthatiwithinlthelnextl1 Olyearslapproximatelyl50%lofl
lowerfifootballlleaguelclubsiwilllgofthelsamelIwayldueltolchangeslinltheltransferlisystemisuchl
aslthelBosmanlruling [( ThelObserver,Wanll 3" 0002 i

6.20  In20000SeppiBlatter,ipresidentloflFIFA JandlUEFAlchieflexecutivelGerhardlAignerlputl
forwardlthellviewtolthelEuropeanlUnionlthatIfootballiwaslal‘speciallcase’landlshouldinotihavel
tollabidelbylEuropeanlemploymentllaw.0USOsportsiarelexemptlfromisimilarllegislationacrossl
thelAtlantic.IFootballlclubslarelmorelthanfjustibusinesseslafterfalll-itheyineedltolsurvivelforl
theirlnecessaryl‘community’linput.0iTheselfootballlmenlalsolproposedithatlfootballlclubsl
shouldbelforcedltolfiel dlatlleastlsix0‘homelgrown Ifootballerslinfeachmatch, Ithereforel
limitingithelnumberlofiforeignlfimports.[ThelBosmanlrulingichangedifootballltolthelextentlthatl
limitsfonIE UtforeignlplayersinollongerlexistedlinlthelEuropeanigame.l

6.301  Althoughlmanyl‘big’IEnglishlclubslarelagainstlthisimovel-lafterfall,ltheylhavelspentimillionsl
onlforeignltalentt-lManchesterlUnitedimanagerfiSilAlexIFergusonibackedithelproposalslind
Aprill2000,levenlthoughiManchesterlUnitedlhaveltheirlfairlishareloflimports,fincludinglithel
£28ImillionlArgentineanTSebalV eron.IEmphasisingfithatlfootballlislal‘speciallcase’itlislaguedd
wouldImeanlthatlfootballlshouldimovelbackfitolpre-Bosmanltimesiwhenlclubsicouldlifieldithreel
overseaslplayerslanditwolothersiwholwerelconsidereditolbel‘nationalised’ .0

]
0
70 ForeignlPlayers:lalgloballviewl
]
0
Figurell:IForeigniFootballerslinfEuropeaniPremierDivisionsi(1999)0
0
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Figure2:0A pproximatelpercentageloflF oreignlPlayerslinlF AlPremierlLeaguelstartinglline-ups:0
Il

1992/930 22%10 1993/940 26%10 1994/950 27%10
1995/960 29%1 1996/970 32%10 1997/980 43%(0
1998/990 44%0 1999/000 54%IM(forecast)l

Figurel3:IPremiershiplForeigniPlayersiseasoni1998/99:0
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Coventryll20 Derby0120 a Evertonds LeedsiUtd.0110  LeicesterlCityt40
Liverpoolll130  ManiUtd0l1 10 M’broughl70 Newecastlell60  NottmForestl100
ShefflWedil20  S’hamptonl5S0  Tottenhamil 1l  WestIHam90 Wimbledoni30

]

Sincell 9990thelnumberlofiforeignlplayersiregisteredlinithelF AlPremierlLeaguelhasicontinued]
tolclimb.[IThelfiguresiabovelshowlthatIforeigniplayersi(especiallylfromiSouthlAmerica)larelal
routinelfeatureliniSpain,ibutltheylarelalsolprominentlinditaly,}IGermanylandiHolland.0
However,[thelfiguresiquotediherelforlIEnglandiwouldialmostidoubleloverlthelnextlthreellyears.l
Untill20020transferimoniesispentlabroadibylEnglishiclubslspiralled.IButlforlthel2002/30seasonl
fearsfaboutldiminishinglT Vlincomelhavelratherldampenedithelhomelandlinternationalltransferd
market.MThelfigureslabovelalsolshowlthatlsomelclubsIstillifavourllal‘British’Tapproachlitol
playerlrecruitment,lthoughlbyl20020alllF AlPremierllLeaguelteamsthostediforeignliplayersd

HistoryIwasImadelonIBoxinglDayl19990whenlChelsealbecamelthelfirstlIEnglishlsideltolfieldD
anl‘all-foreign’Ostartinglleleven.IChelsealvisitedISouthamptonlandicamelawaylwithlal2- 10
victory.DLaterflinlthatlseasonldChelsealentertainedlltalianisidelLaziolinlthelChampionsiLeague.l
Whentlthelteamsllineduplforlthelpre-matchlphotographslitiwaslclearlylseenlthatinotlalsinglel
Englishlplayerliwaslpresent. 7 hellndependentinewspaperlsuggestedithatlthisiwasal ‘picturel
thatthumiliatesithelEnglishiGame” fthoughlfewlfanslseemeditolcomplainfaboutlthelsigninglofl
qualitylforeignistarsfindwhatllistbecominglanlincreasinglylgloballgame.MEvidencelfromlthelF Al
PremierlLeaguelNationallFanISurveylinl2001,thowever,Isuggestedithatlo0%loflifansithoughtl
therellwasnowl‘toolmany;IforeigniplayerslinithelEnglishigame.l

Fansliwerelalsolbeginningltolasklhowllongllitiwouldibelbeforelthelstartinglline-upslinlithelF Al

Y outhiCuplfinalslarelmadeluploflentirel ylforeignlplayers.IF AlPremierlLeaguelclubslarel
beginningltolrecruitlforeignlitalentitolplaylinitheirfunderll 9sides.Mtlislarguedithatlithisicouldl
havellsevereldetrimentalleffectsiuponlthelnationallteam.0lnlthel20000F ADY outhiCuplfinall
NottinghamForestlplayedlArsenal [ThelArsenallteamlemergedlvictoriousibutlithelteam’ sOstarsl
werelthreellnon-Britishplayers:lanlltalianicentre-half,lalGermanifullback,landlalFrenchOstriker.0

FAlTechnicallDirectorlHowardIWilkinsonlhasfattractedisomelblamelforThislrolelinidecidingl
thatlEnglishlclubsicannotlrecruitltoltheirlAcademieslEnglishl1 3-year-oldsiwhollivelmorelthanl
900minuteshtravelltimelfromthelclub’ sibase.0Thisthadlledimorelclubsitollooklabroad,fitlisd

alleged OforllyoungerfiplayersiwithlalviewltolrelocatinglthemlanditheirlifamiliestherelinflEngland.m
Theseldayslevenlsmallericlubsfarelscouringlithelglobelforllyoungfitalent:0StockportiCountyl
hostslyoungliChinesellplayersiforltrainingicampsiwhilellyoungliplayersifromICyprus,IMalaysial
andlotherlbaseslareliregularlylinviteditolEnglandtolbelassessed.lA slonelnewspaperputllitl
recently:0I“Thelever-increasinglicostlofmatureliprofessionalifootballersimeanslourliclubslarell
likelyltolcontinuelscouringlEuropelforltalentedlyoungsters.”
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Thel‘new’IBosman ’IcaseloriBosmanovic:lthelnewlransferirulesl

WithisimilarlovertonesitolthelBosmanQcaselinl1 995 lalnewltransferfcaselwaslsettledlind20010
betweenlalHungarianlplayer,ITiboriBalog,IFIFA JUEFAlandithelEuropeanlCommission. DAl
thellendlofiBalog’slcontractiwithIR SCICharleroi,[thelBelgianiclublpreventedthimlfromlleaving]l
forlJASINancyflindFrance,fasltheylwereldemandingllanl‘excessive’[transferlfee.MAsallnon-
EuropeaninationallthelBosmanlrulingididn’ thapplylinfthisicase.fThelplayerltooklthelabovelclubl
toltheBelgiumlcourts,iwhichlinfturnlruledlinfhisffavouriHithatthelshouldibelallowedtolmovel
clubsiforlfree.lBaloglendedluplatithelBelgiandclublMons.IThelCharleroilcourtireferredithelcasel
tolthelEuropeanICourtlofllusticelinlLuxembourg.lAfterlconsiderationloflthelfactsitheladvocatel
GenerallwasltolmakelaldecisionlinmMarchl2001 ;lasllitThappeneditherellwaslanlamicablelsolutionl
andlFIF Alsettledloutloflicourt.lnlresponseltolthis,IBalog’ sllawyerlcommented:0‘FromIBosmani
tolBalog,laldecadelhaslpassediduringiwhichlfreedombhasibecomelthelprinciple. .. FIFAllagaind
showedIitslcommitmentltoltakelthelinterestsloflalllpartieslinvolvedlinltheltransferlissueltol
account.’

ThisldecisionImustibelconsideredlindthelwiderlcontext.IWhatlisIthelrelationshiplbetweenl
FIFA/UEFAandithelEuropeandlCommission IBaloglreachedlanfagreementlwithIFIF Allwithlthel
preamblelthat:0*alllplayersiwholhavelreachedlthelendloflitheirlicontractslarelfreeftolmovel
internationallylthroughoutlthellworldisubjectltolthelstipulatediprovisionsiconcerninglitrainingf
compensation’I(SLBImay/Junel2001).0Thelnewlrules,iwhichlcamelinitoleffectIthelfollowingl
August,larefaslfollows:0

1
ThelnewlylapprovedIFIFAlrulesd

]

e Internationalltransfersioflplayersfiunder{ll 8farelrestricteditolspeciallcircumstancesl

e  Clubsiwilllbelableltolreceivelcompensationlforiplayersiagediunder23 ,iwholmovelduringll
thelcurrencylorfatlthelendlofltheircontractsl

e ThisIwilllnollongeribelalnegotiatedtransferfifee,lithwillibelcalculatedlinsteadlitolspecificl
criteriall

e  Contractsiwillibelforlalminimumiofil landlalmaximumIoflSOyearsD
Therelwilllbeloneltransferperiodiperseason,Iwithlallimitedimid-seasoniwindow.0Onlylonel
transferfiperlplayerfiperliseasonl

. Whenﬂaﬂcontractﬂis[BignedDuthill[ltheﬂplayersm8thl]birthday,Elal]unilateral[lbreach[linl]thel]firstl]
threellyearsiwilllgivelriseltolcompensationfandlithelapplicationlofisportsisanctionsl
restrictinglalplayersfabilityltolplaylimmediatel ylforThisinewlclubl

e Whenllplayerlisisignediafterihisi28"birthday,lthelabovelappliesibutlonlylforithelfirstitwol
yearsloflthellcontractll

e Allnewlarbitrationlsystemlwaslestablishedtolprovidelanleffectivelandlswiftlalternativeltol
civilllitigationl

Solthowldoeslthisinewlarrangementlactuallylaffectithelgame 2IW ellltherellisinoleffectlonl
contractsfalreadylindforce.IWilllchangingltheltransferfirulesiforlthelfuturelpre-emptliegall
challenges MItflisOstillDopentforfalplayertolarguelthatlalsystemlthatlviolatesthislrightltolbreakl
hislcontractflislalsollinlviolationltolhislrightltolfreedomloflmovement,landlagainstlEuropeand
law.MTherellislalsoltheluncertaintylasitolwhetherlthelBosmanlrulinglappliesiwithinlmemberl
states;[thelchangeslcannotloverrideInationaldlaw.Il

InflineIwithlthelsystemlthatlexistslinithelF AlPremierlleaguelandithelNationwidell_eague,l
playersunder23lcanimoveliflalcompensationlifeelislagreedIbetweenltheltwolclubs. MTherelisl
nowlalformulaelforficalculatingthislfee.[Thelfeelisldependentlonlhislprofessionalldevelopmentd
andlisOseenlasicompensationlforftraining IFIF Alwilllagreelalceilinglforlithisinewl‘training [fee,l
andithisOwilllapplyltolalllcountriesllinlthelE UlandIEEA [tlisthopedithatlthisOwilllreducelthelsizel
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offtransferfifees;fthoselplayersiwholarelpopulariwilllstilllbelableltolnegotiateltheirlownl
personallitermslandiconditions.[A fterlthel23"birthday,lalplayerfacquireslisomelfreedomitol
moveltolanotherficlubwithinfthelscopelofthisicontract,iwhichlcannotlbelforimorelthanIShyears.O
Alplayerlunder28Imustinotibreakhisicontract,thowever,Iwithoutlpayinglcompensationltolhisl
currentlclub,lorthavingicompensationlpaidibylthelnewlclub. MW hatllislimportantlisithatlthesel
newlrulesimakelexplicitlreferenceltolthelrequirementslofinationalllaw,[whichlpreventsl
litigation,Ibylcalculatingldamageslbasedlonlthelfactlthatlthelcontractthadlbeenlcompleted.dD

Therellislalsolalnewlcategoryloflllitigationlhere,lcalledl‘SportingllustiCause. 0T hislisiforiwhenl
alcontactllisibrokenlatlthelendloflithelseasonlperhapsibecauseloflalplayer’ slage,lorlthelfactlthatl
helhasnotlbeenlallowedlsufficientlfirstiteamligamesibythisiclub.IFIFA’ sIDisputelResolutionl
Chamberiwilllsolvelalllconflictslinfthislarea.DUnderlthelusuallEnglishllawlofliContract,lal
playerflisfonlylentitledltolendlalcontractiwhenlthelclublhasicommittedialrepudiatorylbreechlofl
it.0Failingtolbelpickediforlalfirstiteamigamelwouldn’ thbreechlthaticontract.dliflalplayerisD
provenltolhavelbrokenlthelrules,[helcanibelpreventedifromiplayingfforihisinewlclublforluplitol
onellyear.MIndeedlalclublmightiseeklanlinjunctionlinltoritolstopleitherlithelplayers’lagentlorfial
clublfromsuggestingllaliplayerftolbreaklhisicontractloflemploymentd

Timelwillltelllifltheloperationfoflitheselnewlrulesiwilllmakelthelprocessisimpler,ifairerorjustd
easier;loriwhetherfalnewlpieceloflllitigationlwilllre-ignitelthelsituationfandinewlruleslagaindwilll
beldecidedliupon.mitlshouldn’ tlbefunderstatedithatmorelflexibilitylonlbothlsideslindcontractslisl
notiwelcomedibylalllplayers.MManylplayers,lespeciallyllolderlones,realiselthatlallong-termD
injurylcanlleavelthemlverylgratefullforflalcontractliwhichlguaranteesiaiwage.lltimustIbelstatedd
thatlthelcontractlsystemiforliclubs,Iplayersdandisupporters,lisfonithelwholelmutuallylbeneficial .0

ThelNewlF oreignlF ootballersl

ForlthelpastleightifootballlseasonsitheISiTNormanlChesterlCentrelforllFootballIR esearchlhasl
carriedloutlresearchlonlfansifromibothlthelF AlPremierlLeaguelandithelFootballll.eague.lOnel
oflthelsetslofliquestionsitheselannuallsurveysthavelcoveredUisifortheirlviewslonlthelchangingl
make-uplofltheitlteam,JandlindparticularltheleffectlonlthelEnglishlgamelthatiforeignlplayersl
havelhad.0Thell19950survey Iforfexample,Iposedithelquestion:1° Whatldolyoulthinklaboutlthel
recentlinfluxlofliforeignlplayerslintolthelFAlPremierlLeague?’1O0flthell 5,0000faniwholwerel
askedithislquestion,JalmostleightloutlofltenlfeltliforeignlplayersiwerelgoodiforithelEnglishl
game,withlonlyl10%0disagreeing( SeelFigurel4 )T

]
FigureM:1Whatidollyoulthinklaboutlthelrecentlinfluxlofifforeignl
playerslintolthelF AlPremierLeaguel(Samplelofl15,170)0

GoodiforfithelEnglishiGame 79%10
NotlgoodiforthelEnglishlgame 10.8%10
Undecided 10.2%10

SourcelFAUPremierlLeaguelNationallF ans ISurveyll 994/50

I

Theldatalfromthelfans’Osurveylherellcorroborateslthellviewlthatimostifansiduringfithisiperiodl
approvedioflithelnewllinternationallinfluence,Iwithlonlylonelindfouriwantinglalrestrictionlonl
provenlinternationalslfromtheltoplfootballingicountries.MBacklind1 995 ifemalelfansiwerell
slightlyllesslimpressedithatltheirlmalelcounterpartsiwithlforeignistars,lalthoughlthisimayibel
becauselfewerlfemalelfanslifollowedliclubsiwithlforeignlplayers.IThelso-calledl‘Klinsmannl
effect’ Jandlthelfollowinglgraphlshowedlittleddoubtlindl 995Maboutlthelattractionslofloverseasl
talent.l
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Fansiiwerellalsoligenerallyllagreed,Thowever,lonlthelneedltolofferfatlleastIsomelprotectionlfor
‘home’[talentlagainstlthelintrusionfofimorelminoriforeignlplayersiplayinglhere.lThelfollowingl
graphlshowlthelfanslfromiclubsisuchlasllpswichlTownlandlAstonlVillalwerellshowinglearlyl
signsloflidisappointmentlindthelperformancelofltheirlownlforeignlimportsl
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Figurel6:0Fansiwholthinkiforeigniplayersicouldibelrestricteditolprovenlinternationalsifromitopl
footballinginationsl( % )i(Bracketedinumbersidenotelfinallleaguelplacing).0l
Source:IFAlPremierlLeaguelFans’ISurveyl1994/5.0

In019970thelNationallF ans 1Surveytturneditsiattentionfagainfonlthislissuelofliforeignlplayerslini
theltoplEnglishlclubs.dnlthisinewlpost-Bosmanlera,fthellissuelhasibecomeleverlimorel
contentious.IMostlpeoplelagreelthatlitheselnewlstars’ Thavelsignificantlylraisedithelqualitylofl
thelEnglishlgame,lbutlaslinll 994/50thelPF Al(ProfessionallFootballersiAssociation)iwerelstilll
concernedthatlforeignlplayerslarelclosingddownltheltraditionallroutesithatthomelraiseditalentd
hasftoltopliflightifootball OwhilstinotlsignificantlyladdingftoltheloveralllqualityloflitheIBritish
game.0ThelquestionIwaslposeditolalsampleloflaroundi14,0000F AlPremierlleaguelifans.l
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AlsizeableIminorityloflifansi(33 % )Iwerelconcernediaboutlthelnumberlofliforeignersicurrentlyl
playinglinithe[Premiership.ITypically, Jonlinspection,ltheseIwerelmainlylfansifromlithelsmaller
clubs,Ithoselofiwhichthadifewerlforeignplayersionltheirlstaff.INevertheless,lalmosti8ioutlofl
100respondentsiifeltithatItheleffectlonlthelgamelofliforeignlplayersiwaslalpositivelone,landial
littleloverl70%0oflalllsupporterstifeltlithatllocallBritishitalentlcouldistillliflourish.MManyloflthesel
arelllikelyltolhavelagreedlthatlthelnewidirectiondofferedibylsomelforeignlimportsilinftermsofl
lifestyle,ftechnique,dbehaviourlandidietl-ImightIbenefitlyoungerllEnglishiplayerslinithellongl
term.0

In120010alsimilarisetlofiquestionsiwerelasked,landlagainidueltolquestionnairelconstraintsionlyll
aboutthalflthelsamplel(somell 5,0000fans ))iwerelaskedltheirliviewslonlforeignlplayersiplayingflind
thelF AlPremierll.eague.[Thelquestionsfthisitimelwerellinkedlintolthelwiderlissueloflifootballl
quality. Mn200 10mostlifansibelievelthatlclubsishouldidrawlonlalvarietyloflhomelgrownltalentd
andforeignlimportsi-ithelbestloflbothIworlds.IThelfollowinglpielchartlshowslthelresponsesitol
alquestionfaboutlclublrecruitmentlpolicy:Ifromibeingicompletelylopenlinlrecruitmentlitermslitold
stressinglthelimportancelofimaintaininglstrongfllocallroots.lnterestingly,linl200 10fewerdthand
halflithelirespondentsloptediforithel‘rootless’Tapproach.Bloutlofll Oifansfoptediforfatileastlsomel
locallplayers.[IEvenQatithellargerll_ondonlclubs,Iwherelanl‘open’Opolicylisimorelpopular,jaboutl
40%U0ofltheselfansIseemeditodwantlal‘protected IBritishlorlEnglishicoreltoltheirlclub.l
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Figurel8: Whatltypelofiplayersishouldiwelrecruitltolthisiclub?0
[SourcelF AlPremierLeaguelFans’[Survey2001.0

Aslimentionedlearlier,lin01997033 %loflIF AlPremierlleaguelfanlirespondentsithoughtlithatlitherel
werell‘toolmany [foreignersiplayinglinfEngland;ithelfollowinglchartishowslthisviewhadl
mushroomedlind200 10tolcoverl60%loflrespondents.l
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Figure:1WhatldolyoulthinklaboutithelnumberlofiforeigniplayerslinfEngland 21
SourcelFAlPremierlLeaguelFans’[Survey2001.0

a

Thislrepresentsfalsubstantiallopinionichangellinlthelpastlsixlyearslonlthelforeignl‘invasion’
withinlthelFAlPremierlLeague.0ThisOviewlonlthelnegativitieslofliforeignlimportsiwaslseenlatllitsl
mostlextremelatiNewcastlelUnitedl(76% )landIwaslleastlstronglylifeltlatlliverpoold(40%),0
wherelnewliforeignlimportsiHlandlanlEnglishdcorelHhavelbeenlconnectediwithlrecentl
successes.ITherellisinoldemographiclorlifanigroupinglithatlisinoficurrentlyiconcernedlaboutlithell
numberslofliforeignlplayersinowlplayingllinithellPremiership.0
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Despiteltheluncertainlfuturelofltheltransferlsystem,lthel‘superstar’ltradinglindthelsportd
continuesfunabated.OFanlpressurelatlalltimesloftenIseemsltolbelthelreasondforithis.0IThelT'V-
drivenlabilitylofltopIF AlPremierlLeaguelClubsltolpaylimorelandimorelforltoplplayerslinlithel
Europeanlmarketplacelhasimeantlithatlthisl‘bullishimarket’hasiremainedllargelylunchecked.l
Thelemphasesloflithelifreelmarketleconomylimeansitheltransferimarket,ltoo,lisddrivenlfromithel
top.ITheleffectsloflithel20020W orldICuplislalgoodiexamplelofihowleasyfitlisitolmassivelyl
inflatelthelvalueloflisomellplayersi-Ithoughlinthelnew morellcareful ltimes,levenlasl
ManchesterlUnitedIforkedloutt 3 00millionkforlriolFerdinand,lArsenallwerelstilllableltol
purchaselalBrazilianlW orldICuplwinnerIGilbertolSilvalforfjustif4imillion.0T helhigherlcostlofl
‘home-grown’lplayerslislonelreasonlgivenlforlthelinfluxlofliforeignliplayerslintodthelEnglishl
market.[

SpendinglonltransfersibylEnglishiclubshaslincreasedbyimorelthani50%Uoverlthellastlfivel
yearslandimuchloflthislcanlbelattributedltolnon-Englishltransfers.0SpendingiwithinlthelEnglishl
leagueslisfatlitsllowestlinlfivelyears.MThisI‘totallspend’Ofigurelisinowlaboutd3 1.5 %lofltheltotall
incomelofilClubsland,[realistically,lratherlimorelthaniclubsicanfafford.IBylwayloflcomparison,l
forleverylipoundispentbylaltoplEnglishifootballlclublini2000H 1 piwentlonltransferslandi59pl
wentlonlwagesl(DeloittelandITouchel2001)0

Outloflithelf 1 58 mispentlonltransferslind1 999/20000withindthelEnglishlLeague,lthelPremierl
Leaguelsawlthelsmallestichange Ifallingljustislightly.mtsinetloutlflowIwithlotherlEnglishiClubsl
wasl27.2m.0DivisionlOnelclubsisawlal2 5 %lincreaselinlreceipts,iuplitoldf 12.6m.MThisIwasl
usefullaslitheltransferispendinglatithisilevellincreasedlby20.8m,Inarrowingltheirl‘balancelofl
payments’Isurplusitod£17. ImI(from£25.80in01998/99) ILowerldown,linlDivisionIT wo,lalsmalll
deficitlof£0. 7mibecamelalsurpluslofl£8.6mlind1 999/2000.InlDivisionIThreeltransferlincomel
nearlythalvediatl£2.7m,Ibutwithithelreductionlofltransferlispending,fthelannuallsurpluslinthel
footballlbasementlwaslf 1.5m.0(DeloittelandiTouche,12001)0

Thelkeylargumentifavourediforial‘substantial ‘Ttransferlsystem,lJasputiforwardibylthel
governinglbodiesloflthelgame,listthatlislredistributesithelwealthiwithindfootball Jensuringfithel
survivalloflmanylsmallerlclubs,landlallowingfthemltolsupplylthelnextlgenerationdofltalent.0Thel
pastlfivelyearsihasiseen£96mipumpedidownlthelEnglishidivisions.OLastlseasonlthelFootballl
Leaguelreceivedlf£27.2mifromlthisIsource,lrepresentingl24 %loflthelf 1 1 2mlofloperatingllossesl
runfuplbylallithelFootballlLeaguelclubsitogether.IThisimoney,JalongiwithlgrantsifromithelF Al
PremierllLeaguelandiSportlEngland,lkeepsithelFootballllL.eaguelclublAcademieslandischoolsl
offlexcellencellgoing.[

Englishiclubslspentl 1 82mlonlnon-Englishiplayerslinil1 999/2000,lalcontinuationloflitheltrendd
forimorelexpenditureltolgoltolnon-Englishlclubs.iDeloitteflandITouchel(2001)Ipointlitolal
numberloflifactorsicontributinglitolthis:M

]

e ThelEuropeanlpoolloflplayerslisiconsiderablyllargerithanlthelEnglishlone.l
WithlthelblossomingloflEnglishiclublfootballlatithelmoment,ithelclubslarelableltolpickithel
playersithatltheyllwant.O

e Lowerltaxestherelallowlclubstolpaylthelplayerithelsamel‘net’ IwagesithanlsaylindFrancel

e Thellinfluxfofiforeignicoacheslusingltheirlknowledgeloflthelcontinentallmarketd

]

Lastlseasonlsaw Iforlthelfirstitime,lmorelmoneylspentlbylitoplEnglishiclubsionlthellnon-Englishl

marketlfrolplayers.lAlsignlforlithelfuture 2MThelbiggestlincreaselinftransferlspendinglirecentlyl
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hasfactuallylbeenlamongllargerllFootballlLeaguelclubs Operhapsltryinglitol‘buy’Itheirlwaylupl
theldivisionsllandlintolthelF AlPremierlLeague.l

Infthel1999/20000seasonltherelwerel2 1 SiforeigninationallplayinglinfEngland’slleagues,i100%10
morelthanlfourllyearslearlier.IThislaveragesloutlatlaroundd6/70perlIF AlPremierlLeaguelClub,l
andfjustloverlonelperlFootballlLeaguelClub.IThislflowlratelintolthelEnglishlgamelisinowl
slowing lindicatinglithatlthelFAlPremierlL.eaguelClubslarelanxiouslaboutifuturelincomelandl
perhapsthavelreachedl‘optimum’Ipositionlonlforeignltalent;Imanylclubsiwantitolkeeplalicorelofl
EnglishlplayerstolcopelwithlEnglishlconditions.0T hissituationfislyetitolbelreachedlinlthel
FootballlLeague,Owerelforeignlimportsiwereluplbyl25 %lin01 999/2000.0Onelreasonlforithisl
wasltheirflincreasinglifinanciallpower;loftenlgreaterfithanimanyltopliclubsliniCentrallorlEasternd
Europe.lHowever,Ithelcollapselofll T VIDigitallandlthelriselinlthelnumberloflhighlprofilel
‘problemlfinance’IcasesiHILeicesterICity,IBradfordiCity,ISheffieldlWednesday;INottinghami
Forestl-Imeansfthatlspendingfinithisiwaylhasideclinedldramaticallylrecentlyl

TheltoplsixibiggestispenderslinithelF AlPremierlLeaguellini1 999/20000willlmakelunsurprisingl
readingltolmany lfrombhighestitollowest:ILiverpooli(£58.5m),INewcastlelUnited(£58.2m),0
ManchesterlUnitedl(£44.6m),ITottenhamIHotspurl(£44.4m),lLeeds0Unitedl(£43.8m)landl
Chelseal(£43.8m).I0OnlylManchesterlUnitedlhadlallargefsurplusi(£84.9m),lreflectingflitsiwell-
organisedlbusiness.IMostloflthelotherliclubsthavelalcumulativeldeficit;lindeedlonlylArsenal 1
AstonlVillalandiManchesterlUnitedIdolnot.m

InfthelFootballll.eagueltheltoplfivelspenderimakelnolsurprisinglireadingleither:0Fulhaml
(£17m),INottinghamForestl(£12.2m),MManchesteICityl(£9.9m),[BlackburnlRoversi(£8.2m),l
BirminghamICityl(£8m).[EightlofltheltoplitenlFootballll.eaguelspendersimadeloperatingl
losses,Iwhich,laddedltoltheltransferlspendingladdiupitolsomelhugeloverallldeficits.IFulhami
hadithellargestideficit,latif42.6m.0tiwasthopedithatlbylgamblingliwithltheselhugeldeficits,
causedlindthelmainlbylover-largelwagelbills,ItheylwillleventuallylbeloffsetIbylpromotionlintol
thelF AlPremierlLeague.IBy12002,thowever,[Fulham’sidebtsthadlactuallylrisen.Dtlisle videntd
thatlaslfansidemandllowlorinolticketIpricelincreases,Imoneylonlthisiscalelcanlprobablylonlylbel
spentlbylthel‘global’Iclubsiandibylthoselsupportedibyl‘benefactors’ lasthasibeenlseenlrecentlyl
attMiddlesbrough,fFulhamandiBlackburnlRoversl

WhenlBlackburnlRoversiwonlthelF AlPremierllLeaguelbacklinll 995 [theirlsuccessiwasiput]
downlitol‘youlonlylgetiwhatllyoulpaylfor’ .DAccordingltolthelcalculationsimadelbylDeloittelandl
Touche,lcomparinglon-fielddsuccesstolmoney-spentloff-pitch,[itlisiclearlthatltransferlspendingl
hasllessloflanleffectlonlsuccessithanlwagelspending.IFootballlisinotlanlexactlscience:0goodl
managementlanditeamlspiritarelkeysitolsuccess,[too. Thelclubsithatlscoredithelmostipointsiperl
poundlind1999/20000werellpswichITown,ISouthampton,JandiTranmerelRovers,IConverselyl
NewcastlelUnitedlanddLiverpooliscoredithelleast. IHoweverltheselclubsarelfightinglforliveryl
biglistakes,lsuchlaslthelrewardslofiIChampionsilLeaguelfootball.l

Conclusionl

Whatlllieslindfuturelforlthislimportantlarealoflithelgame 2T helmassivelimpactithatlthelB osmanl
rulingfhasfhadlonlthelsportlandlonlplayerlloyalty fcannotlbelunderestimated.0Thelrichestclubsl
continueltolbuylthelbestIplayers,loflicourse,lbutlnowlthelscopelforltheirlspendingflisitrul yl
global .Min02002,MhighlprofilelF AlPremierlLeaguelsigningsicamelfromISenegal INigeria,iIChina,l
JapanlandiTurkey.MPlayerslarelmorelifreeltolmovelfromiclubltolclubl-landlacrossinationall
boundariesHthanlatlanylotherltimelindthelgame’ sthistory.IButlfootballersihavelalsolalways[
movedlaroundlEuropel(seelLanfranchilandiTaylor,12001).0Toplcontinentallplayersiseeml
especiallylkeenltolmoveltolEnglandlpartlylbecauseloflithelstronglireputationlabroadloflthel
Premiership,lbutlalsolbecauselthelwagestherelstilllcompeteIwelllwithIthoselinftoplleaguesl
abroad.thislalgoodtimeltolbelaltoplfootballiplayerlinfEurope.MProblemsicome,lhowever,l
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whenlwageslarelhighlandlopportunitiesiarellow . arillitmanenatlLiverpoolthaslplayedlittlel
firstiteamfootballlatlAnfieldibutiseemslloatheltolmovelbecauselhellcannotbetterlhisiwagesl
elsewhere.MProblemslicome,ltoo,0whenlplayersfandlagentsianglelandlagitatelforimoves.O
Ronaldo’sldeterminationftolleavellnterflinl20020ranklesOwithlthoselfansiwholsawlthel

Brazilian’ siwageslpaidiforfalmostitwolyearsIwhilelhelfoughtlinjurylindMilan.IToplplayerslarel
tooloftenlseenlasimercenariesiseekinglithelbiggestipayday.[Thelidealoficlublloyaltylbylplayers,i
orllevenlaldetermination,Jabovelalllelse,[tolactuallylplayfiratherlthanCsitlinfthelstandsIseemsl
consigneditothistory.D

Thellnewlforeignlstarsibringlalgreatladditionloflistyle,[ImysterylandiglamourltolF AlPremierl]
League.[Theylhavelincreasedlitslinternationallprofile,litsigloballT Viaudience,landlitslappealltol
spectatorslinfthisicountry.MTheselnewlarrivalsthavelalsolbeenlinfluentiallindmakingfisomel
youngerBritishlplayerslrethinkftheirlapproachltolfootballl-landitollife.IFAlPremierll.eaguel
crowdslhavelcontinuedltolriselasiforeignltalentlarrivesiatitheselstores.IConversely,lmanylinlthel
game,lincludinglisomelifans,Inowlfeellthatlthisinewltalentlislactuallylsappinglthelstrengthlfroml
thelEnglishlgame.0ThelrecenthistoryloflthelEnglandinationallteamslisOstilllquitedpoor,iraisingll
aboutlthellimitedichancesloffereditolhomelgrownltalent.0* WhatllisOthisleffectlonlthelnationall
team?’lasIWilliamslasks.0‘ThelthreatposedibylthelgrowthlinlEuropeaniclublcompetitionslitol
thelEnglishlgamelisisurelylanotherlsignlofltheltimes’( Williams01999:67).MManchesterlUnitedD
manageriSitlAlexIFerguson’s,Iviewlislthatlthelbigldomesticlclubsiwilllhaveleventuallythavel
twolfirstiteamlsquads:Donelforidomestic,JandlonelforlEuropean,icompetitionsi(quotedlini
Williams1999).0ThisfalreadylseemsltolbelthelcaselatisomelofltheltoplEnglishiclubs.l

Finally Iperhapslthelgreaterimobilitylofliforeignlifootballltalentiwilllalsolmakeluslrethinklourl
attachmentsllandiviewslofllnationallteams.0Thellgrowinglinternationaldbasisloflitoplclublsidesl
hasllleadlsomellcommentatorsitolquestionlthelvaliditylofinationallteamlfootballlatlall. A fterfall,l
JuventusicouldinowlbeatllltalylandlArsenallcouldiprobablyldolthelsameltolEngland.iButl
increasinglplayerlimobilitylmaylactuallylhavelstrengthenedinationallteamlattachments.MFansl
oflFrenchifootball fforflexample,lnowlhaveltoIwaitltolseeltheirlistarslassembledlinlthelFrenchl
nationallteam:ImostitoplFrenchiplayerslplayloutsidelFranceltheseldays.mSupporterslofiSenegall
areflarguablyllikelyltolidentifylrmorelstronglyiwithltheirflownstarslinlthelnationallteaminowl
morelarelplayinglatlthethighestlEuropean(level MMeanwhile,linlEngland,fclublfansithavelmorel
thanfjustithelEnglanditeamltolcheer:Mtheylcanlalsolfollowltheirlclublifavouritesiplyingliford
countrieslaroundithelglobe.MAllessoningloflexclusivelnationalistifervourlmightlactuallydbelal
ratherlgoodithingflinfthelnewll‘ global’Tagelforlifootball.0
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