Universities UK media note:

Commenting on the results published today (Thursday) of the first National Student Survey, which forms part of the new Teaching Quality Information (TQI) website, also launched today,  Professor Drummond Bone, President of Universities UK, said: "We are delighted that more than 80% of respondents are satisfied with the quality of their higher education courses. The fact that so many students have given positive feedback is a reflection of the hard work and dedication of all staff in the HE sector.  This is especially important in light of the current changes to the HE sector, and the introduction from next year of the new student finance arrangements.

"We hope too that, with regular reviews, the survey may help in the sector's efforts to improve the already high standard of teaching in UK higher education institutions.

"Universities UK also notes the publication today of this year's Performance Indicators.  Professor Bone added: "A great deal of information about higher education has been made available this week.

Universities UK always welcomes information which will genuinely inform potential students, institutions or policy makers, but it is also important to keep in mind that wherever there are statistics there is potential for their misuse or manipulation. League tables make for easy reading but cannot tell the whole story."

ENDS

Note to editors:

Universities UK will be holding a conference - Living with League Tables

- looking at all aspects of HE league tables on Wednesday 23 November

2005 at Woburn House.

