CASE STUDY: Department of Economics, University of Leicester
Economics website: http://www.le.ac.uk/economics/
The Economics Department at Leicester is one of the largest and most rapidly developing departments in the country.
The Department has been awarded a 5-rating in the Research Assessment Exercise, signifying internationally significant research, and a maximum score of 24/24 in the Quality Assurance Agency's audit of teaching quality. 
These results confirm its position as one of the premier teaching and research Departments of Economics in the UK. The Department's growing reputation as a research-led centre has been indicated by increasing success in raising research money in grants from UK government departments, international organisations and businesses. 
And for many years, students and employers have recognised the excellence of the teaching delivered in the Department. But these achievements have now been given formal recognition by the maximum scores awarded by independent assessors through the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) and the Quality Assurance Agency's (QAA) review.
The Department attracts leading academics from around the world, and students have praised the experience of studying Economics at Leicester: 
Parras Majithia, Social Sciences Faculty Representative 2004-2006 and 3rd Yr Economics & Law student describes his experience of learning at Leicester:

The main things that inspired me to apply to Leicester were the atmosphere around campus and the warmth of the people that I experienced during my visits both prior to applying and following an offer.  It is an unusual environment in that you feel at home even though you may only have been there for a day or so.

As regards the Economics department, the staff has been invaluable in providing information and support whenever I have required it.  The Learning and Teaching Committee staff members are particularly responsive to student concerns and act upon them at the earliest opportunity.  Department members are always willing to offer praise and constructive criticism where appropriate to ensure a fair balance of views.  

The social facilities within the Students' Union are varied and cater for all tastes.  There are religious societies right through to the academic and debating societies with other mainstream interests also in the spectrum.

Regular performances by LUT and the Orchestral Society in addition to a whole host of sporting activity make for a multicultural University experience to complement the population of the City of Leicester itself.

In terms of career and educational support, the facilities provided both by the libraries and the student development centre, coupled with the excellent Education Unit in the Students' Union are second to none with the staff all making special efforts to find information when it is not so readily available.  In particular, the guides produced by the Student Development Centre are extremely helpful from starting University right through to writing final year assignments.  The interaction between the University and the Union is particularly important as it encourages continuity of support.

I am looking forward to my final year at Leicester and want to ensure that I can continue to make the most of the opportunities that are offered.

