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1. INTRODUCTION

The Postgraduate Courses in Drug and Alcohol Treatment are specifically designed for people working with those who have drug or alcohol problems.  The curriculum is based on the skills and knowledge required for effective treatment and course tutors are all practitioners from a variety of professions with many years experience.

In order for students to benefit fully from the course, they will need to have access to clients with drug or alcohol problems.  This does not however mean that they must work for a drug or alcohol treatment agency.  Many people who work for Social Services, homelessness agencies, Probation, generic counselling, youth workers, mental health services, etc. will have access to clients who need help with a drug or alcohol problem.  In some instances, where students may not have enough access to clients with drug or alcohol problems, access to clients through other agencies can be arranged.

2. THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1.
Postgraduate Certificate in Drug and Alcohol Treatment 

Aim: 

To train practitioners to a high level of professional competence so that they will maximise the effectiveness of treatment offered to those with alcohol or drug problems.

Objectives:

The aim will be achieved by increasing the knowledge base and treatment competencies of practitioners through lectures, group work, skills training and supervision in drug and alcohol treatment. 

2.
Postgraduate Diploma in Drug and Alcohol Treatment

Aim:

To train practitioners with the skills and knowledge to enable them to treat those with the most complex needs to supervise other practitioners and to manage drug or alcohol services.

Objectives:

The aim will be achieved by increasing the knowledge base, treatment competencies, managerial and research skills of practitioners through lectures, group work, skills training and supervision in drug and alcohol treatment 

3.
Masters of Science degree and PhD

Aim:

To train practitioners in research methods which enable them to understand and critically appraise empirical research and to conduct high quality research in the field of substance misuse.

Objectives:

The aim will be achieved by increasing knowledge of research methodology through lectures, discussions and workshops and by conducting high quality research in applied settings, which will enhance the evidence base of drug and alcohol treatment.

3. COURSE STRUCTURES

1.
Certificate Modules *1

Module 1 
Drugs (including alcohol) and their effect

Module 2 
Drugs and Society

Module 3 
Assessment and Treatment Skills 1

Module 4 
Treatment Skills II and Special Groups

2.
Diploma Modules *1

Module 1 
Advanced Assessment and Treatment Skills

Module 2 
Dual Diagnosis

Module 3 
Management in Alcohol and Drug Services

Module 4 
Research Methods, Design, Analysis and Outcome Evaluation

3.
MSc & PhD 

To be based on an agreed research project.

4. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION

All students need to complete the attached Application Form.  

Based on the information submitted, prospective students will be called for interview with a panel of at least two tutors from the course.

The minimum requirements for each of the courses are as follows:

Candidates who match the minimum requirements for admission to the course will be interviewed.

Successful applicants for the Certificate will have: 

A degree or professional qualification

and

Sufficient experience (at least 1 year) and proof of their ability to fulfil the requirements of the course *

plus 

Current employment or voluntary work with problem alcohol and/or drug users

(* Exceptions may be made for those who do not have a degree or professional qualification depending on their experience of working with alcohol and/or drug users and sufficient proof of academic ability)

Successful applicants for the Diploma will have: 

Successfully passed the Postgraduate Certificate in Drug and Alcohol Treatment **
and 

Sufficient experience and proof of their ability to fulfil the requirements of the course **
plus

Current employment or voluntary work with problem alcohol and/or drug users.

(** There may be exceptions for those who have not completed the Postgraduate Certificate in Drug and Alcohol Treatment but have an Undergraduate Certificate in Drug and Alcohol Treatment, significant experience and are able to demonstrate increased competencies through an APEL examination prior to the start of the course.  Please speak to Dr Ira Unell, Course Director regarding this).

Successful applicants for the MSc. will have: 

Successfully completed the Postgraduate Certificate and Diploma in Drug and Alcohol Treatment.

Successful applicants for the PhD will have: 

A degree or professional qualification plus a proven ability to carry out a research project to the required standard.

* Evidence may include:

Completion of 1 year counselling certificate. 

Advanced counselling certificate or diploma.

Publications and/or evidence of substantial report writing.

A short written essay may be asked for by the selection panel.

** For those with an Undergraduate Certificate wishing to apply for the Postgraduate Diploma 

An APEL examination devised by the University of Leicester Medical School and the Course Director will be mandatory to ensure that those who have completed an Undergraduate Certificate are capable of working at a Postgraduate level.  

For details of the APEL examination, contact the Course Director or the Deputy Course Director.  

The APEL examination will require the payment of a fee.  
*1 Students may register for individual modules without being accepted onto the Certificate or Diploma if space is available.

5. STARTING DATES 

Certificate


Term 1
September 2007 – December 2008 (dates to be agreed)


Mondays – 9.30  a.m. – 5.45 p.m. (fortnightly)

Term 2
January – March 2008 (dates to be agreed)

Mondays – 9.30 a.m. – 5.45 p.m. (fortnightly)

Diploma


Term 1
January – March 2008 (dates to be agreed)


Tuesdays – 9.30 a.m. – 5.45 p.m. (fortnightly)

Term 2 
April – June/July 2008 (dates to be agreed)


Tuesdays – 9.30 a.m. – 5.45 p.m. (fortnightly)

MSc or PhD


Start dates will be negotiated with Supervisors

6. FEES 2007-08 

Certificate
£2000

Diploma
£2000

MSc 
£2000

PhD
Contact Course Director

Individual modules - Certificate or Diploma - £600 *1
Course fees for the Certificate and Diploma can be paid 50% prior to the start of the course and the remaining 50% prior to the start of the second term.  In order to secure an offer of a place, the first payment (i.e. 50%) will need to be deposited with the University prior to the start of the course.

The Course Director may have information about bursaries, grants, etc.

Should you require any further information regarding the above courses please contact:

Dr Ira Unell, Course Director

Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust

Community Drug and Alcohol Service

Drury House

50 Leicester Road

Narborough

Leicestershire 

LE19 2DF

Telephone: 0116 225 6350 or Email: ira.unell@leicspart.nhs.uk
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