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ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCHWARDENS OF MELTON
MOWBRAY.

Mr. NorTH laid upon the table the following copious extracts
made by him from the accompts of the Churchwardens of Melton
Mowbray in this county, ranging from the year 1547 to the end of
the sixteenth century. The original documents were found a few
years ago in an old box in a cellar in Melton Mowbray. Mr. North
stated their contents to be most curious and valuable, as giving a
vast fund of information relating to a period of intense interest—
that of the Reformation. In addition to that, their value was of
course enhanced by their local character, and the insight they gave
into the state of feeling and action in this neighbourhood during
those eventful times. The ecclesiologist would gain much and
curious information from them as to the fittings and furniture of
the English churches at, prior to, and subsequent to, the Reforma-
tion. Mr. North further stated that the original documents (many
of which were in a tattered condition) were now carefully preserved
in the church chest in the vestry of Melton Mowbray Church. He
had not thought it necessary to add any lengthy explanatory notes,
because in his recently published ‘Chronicle of the Church of S.
Martin in Leicester,”* he had elaborately described all the various
vestments, sacred vessels, medisval customs, &c., &ec., referred to
in the extracts now given ; and had further therein traced by means
of similar documents relating to S. Martin’s, the progress, the
growth, the temporary check, the revival and final consolidation of
the Reformation of the Church of England in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth.

Copy of an ancient MS. relating to Melton. Apparently an
Inventory or Schedule of Deeds formerly belonging to the town of
Melton Mowbray. The character of the handwriting points to the
time of Edward IV. as the date of the document.

“Julyan Wydowe of Nycolys Cémentary did geve to the worke
of the Churche of our blessed Lady in pure devocon & almesse one
Rode & halffe arrable Liand and one chenet of medowe lyinge in
the marshe as appithe by the dede.

“ Thoms Dalbye clicus did geve to John Smythe one tenement
with apptennce in Spetilgate. ,

“Ttm. a Relesse of Izabell sumtyme the wyfe of Renald Tavner
did geve to Roger Barnard & Emme his wyfe & to theyrrst of
theyr bodyes lawfully begotten all the Right & claym of her in
a certen pese of ground seit] betwene the tenement of Roger

* London: Bell and Daldy. Leicester: Crossley and Clarke. + The heirs.
t Situate.
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Waltham in Spitelgate of the North and the tenement of the Prior
of Monkes Kerby of the Southe & iiij acars of Land and din* of
arrable w® the Holmes in the felde of Melton & Sycenby. Dated
an® Riei Sedi xx™°.

“Itm. a dede of Renald the sonne of Hughe Lidulff did geve
to God & the churche worke of our Lady all the medowe of one
ozgang of Land & pasture to the same belonging.t

“Itm. a dede of Will™ sonne of Rafe de Brynkelowe to Johii
Peik of a mésse & a curtalaige] scituate & lying betweene the
tenement of Will™ Beilhull of the one pte & the tenement satyme
of John Bride of thothir ptie and the seid curtalaige lyethe next
the croft called Bridecroft as appithe by the dede.

“Itm. a dede of Walter Peylle to John Walker of Wyv_rbye
clarcke & to hig heires vj Roode of arrable Liand in the ffelde of
Melton pte lying in marr®§ ffurlong.

“Ttm. Adam dé le Green of Saxby did geve to John Walker of
Melton to his heires & assignes all the medowe & past® holly be-
longing to one yard Land in the ffelde of Melton.

“Itm. John the sonne of Roger Waltham did geve to Will™
Glover of Melton & his heires & assignes one tenement in Ship-lane.

“Symon Leike did give to Will™ Attalis his heires & assignes
one tenement in Spitelgate.

¢ Henry the sonne of Johin le Baker of Melton gave unto Will™
de Lehill of Granth™ one seldam || in Melton conteynynge xij foote
in lengthe.

““ John Storke of Burton Lazars releissed unto Johii Walker of
Melton one mease & one Ley of arrable Land in baxter-lane.

¢ John the sonne of Robert Palmer gave one shoppe in Melton
lying on boith rowe to Maud his sister & her heires.

“ John the sonne of John Davy of Melton gave to Robt Palmer
& his heires one Seedam upon Boith-rowe.

““ John le Merchaunt of Melton gave to the woorke of the churche
of our ladye. . . ...

““Radus de Belton gave to the worke of the churche of our
Ladye one Selion ¥ in the West flielde.**

Will™ the sonne of Matild of Melton gave to God & the yron
woorke of the churche of our Lady one Selion of arrable Land one
chenet in the mar®.

““ John Belton gave to God & the woorke of the churche of our
lady one Selion in the West ffeld. T+

““ Galfridus Dauye of Scalforde gave to god & the yron woorke
of the churche of our lady as appithe by the dede.}}

* Dimidium (half.) t Another list adds * Wtk owt Date.” } A yard or piece
of land lying mnear a house. § (?) Marsh. || «Seldam,” or * Seedam.”
€ A ridge of land lying between two furrows. ** Another list adds “no date.”
t+ Another list adds ¢ wthoute date.” 11 Another list says, “ Gylbert Davie of
Scallford have geven 1o god & to the yron work of the church of Melton one pece
of ... .in the tenure of Wyllim lane Ao, Edward ye iij the iij yeare.”
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““Rob'. Aresby gave one mésse with apptennice as appithe by
the dede.

¢ Rycharde Ruskyn gave to John Osborn & his heires one pece
of ground that ys to saye one orchard lying in Melton as appithe
by the dede.

“ Cecilia Wisman gave to Walter Baker ij Roodds arrable land
with apptenance to his heires & assignes.

¢ John flreithby gave to Margery talis wydowe all his Right in

1,

one tenement in Melton in Spitlegate once Dixon’s.
The following is a copy of an Inventory.

¢ Sylvyr Juells of the Churchys.

“Tm®, a crosse of Selvyr and parsell geltt ij crewetts® of selver
psell gelt.

“Ttm. ij paxest of selver pséll geltt and a shyp} of clene selver.

“Ttm. a grett chalys gelt a grett pyx§ & ij sensys of sellver.

¢ Ttm. remaynying in the church a Cresmatary of selvyr| & a
Hooselyng Coppe 1 selver & gelt a pexe on the hye auter.

“Ttm. a ccomposyyon Ryall betwen the Vecar and the towne of
Melton wheche ys new confermed by my lord of Iyncln now beying
and under hys sealle geven owt In the yere of our Lord god
jmvexxvt whech composycyon ys of . . . . effect yff hett be foloed—
consernyng the Vecars Resydens w* other many thyngs moo wheche
he ys bownde to as more larglyer apereth In the sayd Composycyon.

“Itm. more there ys a chest standyng by our ladys Auter wher
in ys dyvers Reconyng & Wrytyng w* evydence wheche belongyng
to the church & to bothe the gelds whyche were nessyssary to be
loked upon substanstally w* dyvers of the honest men of the prshe
for the intent y* hett may be knowen in what statte the church w*
the gelds stands in.”

““A°, 1546.

Tt. getheryd for sent purker lyght** - - vijs. ob™.
gethered by me Nycolas Colyshaw & John Rousse
chyrchewardyns uppon Ester day for sent pulker lyght vjs.

Ttm. receyvyd in money y*ye lorde gathered in Wytson
Hollidays - - - - - - - - xiijs, iijd.

Itm. receyvyd of goodman Posterne for lampe medowe- iijs. iij.

Payments. Itm. p? to Hugh Lacy & Rob* Odam for
the Town charges for watching of the Beakintt - ivs.

Ttm. peyde to Sander Bell for lede & workemanshype

off the chappell - - - - - - xxiiijs.
. * For water and wine for mixed Chalice. + For the Kiss of Peace. } For
holding Frankincense. § For the Reserved Host. |I For the sacred oils.

« Communion Cup or Chalice.  ** The Sepulchre light at Easter-tide.  ++ Another
similar entry respecting the Beacon.
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Itm. peyde for lede & neles to the chappell - - ijs.
Itm. peyde for makynge of a syrplys & a rachyt*- - ijs.
Itm, peyde to Thoms Smythe for a spade Ia,rne’r &
claspes to holde up y°® banners - - - ijd.
Itm. peyde for ij bawdryckes to y© bells - - - xxd.
Itm. peyde for a wele to on of y® bels - - - vs. id.
Itm. peyde for glew to mende the orgyns - - - id.
Itm. peyde for an obyt for Mayster Sharpe - - - vjs.
Itm. peyde for a maunde] for ale bred - - ijd. ob".
Itm. p? to Hugh Cotterill for mendyn of the Lorde 8
harowe - - - ijd.
Itm. peyd for schoweryng of the towne harmys - - ijs. vd.
Itm. peyd for schoweryng of the candlestykes afore
they hye allter - - - - vijd.
Itm. peyd for médyng of the lytyll bell - - - vd.
Itm. peyd to Wyll™ Green for makyng of sent pulker wax ijs.
Itm. peyde for xxv pounde of wax - - xiiijs.
Itm. peyd to Thoms Smythe for medyng of on of the
clok Hamers - - ijd.”
““Melton. A°. 1549 (altered to 1547).
The accompt of hus Will™ Lane & Nicolas Colisshawe
Jesus Churchwaydens of Melton the viij dey off Decembr
in the iij. yeye off the reign off Kyng Edworyde
the vjt.
fiyrst wee charge hus recevyd att our entrye in redy
money A° 1597 - - - - - - iijli. ixs. xid.ob .
Item Reseved of Whitson mundey in oblaconis as
apparithe bye the pticuler reseyte - - - vjs.
Item for the bels at the buriall of . Digby child of
Oleby - vd.

Itm. reseved of Dyms Shepard for the gethermge of
the lord at Whitsondey -
Itm. re? more the xvi of August of Mr VVlllm broklsbe
for the rest dew at Mydsom=™ for to peye for the

XXVijs. vd.

charges of the obit for Johnson & Sharpe - - xjs. iiijd.
Itm. rec? of Clement gils for An ymage case - - iiijd.
Itm. of the vicar for owld Imagis - - - - xijd.
Itm. of barthelmew wormell for an Image Case - - iiijd.
Itm. of John Godiere for Images - - - - xxd.
Itm. for iiij. banar poels - - - - - - iiijd.
Itm. for the green chapell - - - - - vijs.
Itm. for iij quarters of the C & xvj‘i bronze tacken down

in the churche - - - vjs. iijd.
Itm. recevid of Richard thornton ﬂ'ore the rent of the

lamp medowe dew at Michlmass last - - - iijs. iiijd.

* Rochet. t A Spade or Blade iron.  Basket.
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Itm. rec? of Robt Cotteler for i 1J great candell stycks of

brasse - - - xiijs.
Itm. rec? of Will® Green for a Tabernacle - - - xiid.
Itm. rec? for wax the last day of January whiche was

the churches at the obit of W™ Gonson - - viijd.

Discharge. Ao, 1547.
Itm. p? for cord to mend the bellows of the orgyans the

xi of June - - - - jd.
It. for a cord to tie a bord at y° church wyndow when

y° west wyndow was mended - - - - ijd.
Itm. for a neln of . . to mend a vesm* - - jd.
Itm. p? for mending the old eroisse - - vjs. iiijd.
Itm. to Bartholomew Wormyll wyff for mendyng a Copp xxd.
Itm. p? to VVlll’Il Barnaby for fetching horses from

Nuwark w® my Lorde of Warwik Trayn - xxiid.
Ttm. y° 9 of Octobre p? ffor a pottlll Wyne geven the

Kyng’s visitors - - viijd.
Itm. p? for the Kyng’s In_]uncwns - - - iiijd.

(Much work in wood and lead at the East alsle)
Itm. p? Strubull y° xx* dey off Novemb’ for settynge y

pulpit & o* work - - ijs. viijd.
Itm. p? for coloryng y© pulpit & ye Poorma,ss:tr chestT &

y© leiff of y°table of y°lady alt® - - xd.
Itm. geven to the poore - iijs. iiijd.
It p? to y® smyth of Kyrkeby for peesyng the Grett

beﬂl clapper - - vs.
Ttm. p? y° last dey of Mche to VVm Green ﬁ'or peyntyng

& wityng in iij places in the soith oyle - - vs. viijd.

Itm. p? flor & payll wyn geven the Comyssyre when he

came to touk (Certificate) of the church wardens ffor

the church goods - - - - - - vjd.
Itm. p? ffor a Parafrasie of Erasmus accordyng to y°

King’s Injuncons - - - - - - xis.

Ttm. paid at Leic the iij™® dey of Mche ffor charge of
they churchward™ at. the delyv'e off they byll upp

before y® King’s (surveyors) ? - xxd.
Ttm. ffor wyne geven to my lorde Mkys att ij tymes - iijs. ijd.
Itm. ffor a Gallon of wyne carried to M™ Barkley - xijd.
Itm. pd ffor a Gallon wyne gevyn my lord Mkys att the

muster at Melton - - viijd.
(The organist’s (Lawrence Caker) salary for 1 y* was 3”/4d)

Itm. ffor wyne geven to y° bishop of lyncoln - - xvjd.

* Cope. + Alms Chest.
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Ttem a bell, ij stoolls, ij stream’s on sylke, a vesment, w awbe
& amys, ij bann’s, ij crose clothes on sylke, a vesment of satyn,
hangyng for an altar of red satyn & grye, ij Coopes of yallow sylke,
vj awlter clothes, a Ratchyt & iiij sorplyes, a towyll for East® viij
bookes & iij leads (all theis be in y* churche.”
Item a table clothe of ix yards of clothe at xvjd a y. - xijs.

The above account was past in the presence of certain Townsmen
whose names are given and then “Itm dd them more a Coote
armo’ of sylke, a Challys.”

1565
We charge hus wtt g'ten implements and old stufe
solde by the hole enabtance of Melton the vij of
October

ffyrst for iiij pices of olde lynen to Water Sheparde -  ijs. viijd.
A nawter clothe of blew satten and Red to the sayd

Water Shepwarde - - - - - xijs.
Itm. for a naubé & a namis* to Wlllm Hawley - - xxd.
Itm. for a vesmente of satten to xpofer Shyres - - vs. iiijd.
Itm. for a crose clothe of sylke to John Laey - - iijs. vj.
Itm. for ij copes to M* Whythed - - - XXS.
Itm. a booke called a cowchar to Xpofer Shyers - lijs. viijd.
Itm. for a payre of orgayne belowes to M* Trafforde -  ijs. viijd.
Ttm. for iij crosclothes to M* Trafforde - - - viijs. xd.
Itm. for a roode cloth Thoms Waorwell - - - xxd.
Itm. for a vesmente & iij stoles to James Lonite - xxd.
Itm. for a vesment of stoleworke to Mr. Broxby - XVjs.
Itm. for a lampe to Mr. Broxby - - - - iijs. vjd.
Churchwardens acct. for 1565-66 (a mere scrap) endorsed

¢ Ornaments off y° Churche

M¢. yt whe delever up to y* towne wtt thys ou® Acount

one challs. psyll gylt wlowt patterne ome coot

Armoure of sylk iij Rede capps.

1566.
Churchwardens Account ending 14 July 1566.

Total Receipts £6. 5. 6

Extracts from payments
Ttm. p* ffor halfe y° pharafrecey to Wyll™. ..... - .....
Ttm. spent at Lecest’ ye vj daye off September beylnge

somonyd to y* Comosares Court ffor lack off bowks xxd.
Ttm. spent att lecest’ beyng somonyd ffor Ryngng off

all Hallodaye att nyght - xd.
Itm. p" to Wyll Kydder ffor maykyn ij Regester bokes iiijd.
Itm. p* to y® pet + ffor y° Resavyn off y Regester boke )

& fior hys feyes - vjd.

* An alb and an amice. + The Apparitor, or, as he is termed in a subsequent

account, “The Piter.”
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Itm. p ffor ow* chargs & marsements at Lecest’. y° xvi

daye of ffebruary ffor y* y® Rood loft whas not takyn

down & deafa.syed - - liijs. iiijd.
Ttm. p? to y* pet immediatly after ﬂ‘or ye staymg ye

excomunycatyon - - iiijs. viijd.
(April) Itm. spent at lecest’ y® xxij daye ffor ye deleveryn
off ow’ Inuettore® off ow® chyrche goods - - viijd.

Total payments - - £5.18.8.
Christ* Shiers & Stephen . ... were churchwardens and Nicholas
Brown & Roger Barnes appointed for ensuing year.

1567-68. Much torn & worn.
“Ra off Hewe Dewod ffor an old chyme rope - xxd.
R* off M' Wyl Dygble ffor hys chyld buryall in the
churche - - - - - - - oLl

Discharges
P for ij hundreythe neylls y* were spent at ye makyng

geyts in y° churche - - - - - - L.
P to Thoms Keme ffor ij dayes & d Work a bowt y quere xxijd.
P'in expensysaty . . . .. y° newe quere - ‘ iiijd.
P? for chyme wyer - - - - vjd.

. John Downes for peyntyng & Wrytyng . churche

walls - - iijs. iiijd.
P? to Thoins Keme for mendyng ye tryndell gate toward

y® backhowes - - iiijd.
P* to Hewe Spens* for ﬁ‘ramyng wood for y¢ quier - e
P! for vj sets for y® comunion table - - - - xijd.
P? for a bok of ye declarasyon of certeyne articles - vid.
P’ for a bok off y° advertysments - - - - viijd.
Pd for nells for y* newe deske - - - - - ijd.

1568-69. Much worn.
‘P4 for mendyng a chyme Hamer - - - - ... ..
P4 to Thoms Keme for mendyng y° pulplt & the newe
Desk - - - e
P4 for y exchaunge off y° communion cupe - - e
Pd for y° exchaunge of ye Hand Bell - - - - o
P for y¢ charges att Leic* on seynt Thoms Evyn by

psentasyon off ye commlssarye for y of y‘
commmunion eupe - - - = - - ...
..... John Sawell for kyllyng off ra,tts . to ye
quenes majesties statute - - iijd.
1571 & 2.

The accompt made by Thos Wormwell & Thoms Hudson
Churchwardens from the ffyrst of October An°® 1571 tyll this psent
xiij October An® 1572 as aperythe

* Inventory.
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Imprimis Reyceved off Wyll™® Trygge & Jhon Worm-
well our predecessars - - - vjs. viijd.

(Many receipts for Bells 64. each, for bunal in the Church 6/8.
For great bell only 44)

“M* there remeynethe dew to y* acompt by Simon

Shaweross ffor y° buryall of ij wyﬁ'es - - - xiijs. iiijd.

Payments.
Expensys Ustace Golson & Thoms Hudson before v

quenes Comissners at Leic’ - - xxijd.
P¢ for ye articles - - - - - - - viijd.
P* for wrytyng an ansure to y° articles - - . - ijd.
P? in expensys at y¢ delyvye of them at leic* - - viijd.
Expensys at y° visitation at Melton - - - - vjd.

P? to-ye piter - - - vjd.
P* to Jhoti Downes ffor wasshmg v church clothes &
kepyng y® harnes - xvd.

Very many payments for “Breyd & Wyne for the Holy Com-
munion.

Total receipts - - - £ 7 8
,, Paym® - - - 8 810

1572 & 1578 (imperfect).
Total receipts chiefly for Bells & the rent of two houses  £2 1 9

“P* ffor ij boks off prayer - - - - - xijd.
P? ffor y° makyng owr Regest’ boks - - - - viijd.
(Bread and Wine as before)
Total Payments - - - £2 1 5

Due to the Towne - -

“Symon Shawcrosse” still owes for ‘“his towe wyffes
buryall in y® church - - - - - - xjs. viijd.”

“An° Dni 1576
Will® Downes & Bertlemew May churchwardons chosen 17 May
An° Dn® ut supra

Receytes.
1. Imp'mis R¢ of John Drecoote a years rente - - iijs. iiijd.
2. Ttm. of Margery Poolye in pte of hir rente - - iijs.
3. Itm. R* of Thomas Wormwell and Will™ Wormwell

for y° mothers leyar in y® churche - - - vjs. viijd.
4. Ttm. rec® of the Genall seassment mayde for the

repayringe of the churche and keepinge the clock &
chime as may appeare by the bill beymge twise

levied - - xxxviijs. vijd.
5. Itm. R* for bord ends and rotten Woode - - xijd.
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Itm. R¥in o yeare for the bells - - - viijs.
6. Itm. R* for the Sonday grote for y° same tyme = - xvijs. iiijd.
Summa Totalis - - iijli. xvijs. xjd.
Among the payments occur the following :
Itm. p* for oure Byble - - - - xxjs. iiijd.
Ttm. p" for mendinge the style agamst ye Vlcandge - ijd.

Itm. p* to Sir Will® Hawley for the commission for
Catichisms & a booke anexed therew™ and also a
Psalter - - - - - - xiiijd.
Summa Totalis - - 1130& xvijs. vd
Due to the Towne - -
John Sadler & Thomas Spencer chosen new C. W. 19th May 1577.

1578 to 1588.
““Anfo Doni 1588. The last of June.

The Accomts and reconing of us James Levet and Michaell
Bentlye of all somes of money Recevid & payd during the tyme of
our churchwardensp forom the xxiiij daye of August A° 1578
untill this last daye of June A° 1588 as w'™in more at large doeth
apeare.

(Receipts for Bells &c as before)

Itm. recevid for the holye loffe for LXI_] dayes at i 1113 the

daye - - - Xx8. viijd.
(The Receipts for burl&ls in the church amount to £11. 8. 4. in-

cluding Itm. for M* Hartops buriall vis. viijd.

(6/8 the usual fee)

Payment?®.

Itm. for 860 paving tyle to men the church flowre W™ &

x stryke of lyme - - - 84/4°
Itm. payed to Will™ Kyder for hlS Wages for keeplng the

clock & chyme for eyght yeares after twentye sillings

the yeare - - - viijli.

Itm. more payed to Heugh Brucke for hlS wages for
keeping the glasse windowes tenne years after twentye
ghillings by the yeare - - - - xl.

Itm. payed to Heugh Brucke for fyve yeares keepmg the

leades after three shillings foure pence the yeare - xvjs. viijd.
Ttem payed to Will™ Kydger for washing the church

clothes after xvjd. the yeare for seven yeares - - ixs. iiijd.

(Charges for Bread & Wine)

In list of Receipts for Bells for the year 1578 to April 1586
the following occur :—

In 1578. Item for M* Dygbie his two men - - vjd.
In 1580. Item for olde Maystres Gyles 6 December - vjd.
In 1581. Itm. for olde mother Shawe 20 June - - vjd.

Itm. for Rychard Lane M® of arte 22 Maye vjd.

Ttm. for M* Dighy’s lackye 15 July - - vjd.
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Itm. for Gyllam fountaine his wife 10 of

Auguste vjd.
In 1584. Itm. the bells for Wm Nortons pleasure Slr
W= Dreways man 8 May - vjd.
There is one sheet of payments in which are these entrles
Itm. p for three fadoms of Roop for y¢ fourth bell - 0 0 3d.
Itm. p" for makyng five catches to y° chyme & the
yron for the same - - - 080

The above account appears was kept by
W™ Kiddear who ‘‘kept the clocke” &ec as he speaks of “my”
wages. '

Anno 1588.
Itom peaed for a ceattechesme - - - - - xvjd.
“A°. 1590.

““The accomte of me William Trigge churchwardinge w® Mr
Lane for laste yeare begifige at Michelmas 1589 and so endinge
this Michelmas 1590.”

This account is very scanty ; among the receipts :—

Item reaseaved of M* Corner for a pyse of lead w® was
fovnde in the grovnd at the beareyal of John leacey vs.

Total receipts - - - - 3874
Total paym® - - - - 46/6%

Due to Trigg - - - - 9/2%

Abram Sheldon chosen to fill W™ Trigg’s office

The accompt of Ambrose Lane & Abraham Shelton church-
wardens from the fyrst of Novembre in the year abovesaid untill
the xvj™ daye of Marche A° dni 1594.”

Extracts.
Itm. recd for the buriall of Valentine Hartop his wife

the xi™ day of March next after (i.e. 1591 new

style) - - - vjs. viijd.
Itm. receaved of vj of May in the yeare aﬁ'oresald for

the buriall of Joyse Dlgble da,ughter of Mr Thomas

Digbye (1592) - - iijs. iiijd.
Itm. the v* of Octobre for the burlall of Anne D1gb1e
daughter of M* Thomas Digbie - - - iijs. iiijd.

Itm. Recd of M* W™ Digbye towards the Wh1t1ng and
painting of the Church the x* of Julye in the yeare
of 0" lord 1591 - - - XXS.
Ttem more of M* Edward Pate for the l1ke - - XXS.
Total receipts - - - £10 5 6d.
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Payments A° 1590 & 1591.
Ttm. p® more the last of Decembre (1590) to Clem®

Crowe for a rope for ye chime weying xli. - - vjs. viijd.
Itm. geven in reward to one Poole who preached here

the XVIJ of March - - ijs. vjd.

Itm. p°® at the bishoppes v131tacon bemg held here the

4 of Julye 1591 for a tything table, a booke of

articles, a pray® for the Quene & making of a bill - iijs. viijd.
Item payd to John Weste of Leicestre the xx™ of Julye

for whiting & paynting of the churche & 8 quarter

of lyme for the same - - - vli. xs. viijd.

1592,

Ttm. to Jo* Wright the 7* of May (1592) for hanging a bell xijd.
Itm. p* the xi day of Novemb* (1598) to Raphe Croden

for a mending the bell wheeles & other things - iijs.
Itm. payd more in exchange for the Chureh bible vs. (in 1594)
Itm. more geven to a poore man the 4™ of Auguste

being lycenced to gather - - - - ijd.

(Many payments for wine for Holy Commumon, Claret and
Muscadell)
Ttm. geven to M* Doct’ Cheppingdale at the visitacon

held here in Septembre (1593) a qté of sacke & sugar xiiijd.

(I demand for a caliver & Head piece w™ I delivered to the
Towne use 16%/-)

Ttem for shooting the great bell rope - - - vd.
Total paym® - - - -£18 9 21
So due to this accountant - - £8 3 84

This acecount examined &c. 16 March 1594. Hugh Elwood &
Nicholas Wollands chosen new C. W,

“1594 & 1595.

The accounte and reconynge of us Nicolas Wollons and Heugh
Ellwood appointed Churchewardens the 16 daye of Marche . . . . .
from the 16 of Marche ano 1594 unto this present the 21 daye of
Marche An® 1595 as within more at large doth appeare at Melton
Mobrey.

Total receipts chiefly from Bells - £6. 11. 2.
Payde to Nych® Merill for caringe the money to london

and letters for the bringe of the bookes - vjd.
Payde to nych® Merill for carmge of the bybelle and

servis booke - - xxd.
Payde to ... .. at the wcltaclon houlden at Melton

for dismissinge us oute of there bookes for mnot

reparinge the churche - - - iijs. ijd.

Payde for the bybell and servis book at London - - XXXV]s.
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Ite. payd olyfe at the byshopes vicitacion for the towne

for not reparinge the church and his paynes - - xijd.
Item payde to Raffe Crowdin for two deskes to lay the

churche bookes on and for ij bordes for the trundell

geates and for hinginge the lyttell bell in a new

yeoke and for neales for the deskes - - - ijs. viijd.
Payde to Croo for a rope for the saunce bell - - xxd.
Total discharge - - - £6. 11. 2,

“To the churchwardens at this daye clered ”

At the end of this account occur the following

““These belonginge to the churche
Item one sylver cupe with a cever
and one clothe for the Comunion table
and one surplis
Item tow bybles
and tow servis bokes
Bullinger Decades
The booke of Defence of the Polegy, one Homine
one homile
A Dbooke called the perafeces
which is at mendinge at lester.

Theare is remayninge in William Reves hande ijli. vjs. viijd.
that was given to the towne bee William Downes by his will to by
a Kowe to be lat forth for iiijs. a yeare for the poore. William
Reves bond for this xlIvjs. viijd. is put into the cheste w™ other
bondes

Thomas Spencer & } Churchwardens for this year
Thomas Owndell following 1596.”

1596.

Melton Mowbraye. A leve made the xiii daye of June in the
yeare of of Lorde God 1596 for the repare of the churche by us
Thomas Spencer
Thomas Oundell
Churchwardings W™ Lacy. Henry Shipwarde. John Wethers.

James Levytt. W™ Trygg. Jeffrie Tallis.
Thomas Spenser. John Knowles. Roger
Mesner. Henry Hudson. Thomas Par.
Thomas Owndell.

} whos names be herunder wrytten

John Webster - - iijjd. John Haris - - vjd.
Thomas Presson - iijd. Wyddow Gulson

William Tayler Nycola® Wolandes - iijs.
Edward Pendris - iiijd. Wydow Hollingworth iiijd.
Wydowe Sonsome Thomas Epden

The Parsonage Hugh Brooke - - jd.

William Wolye - xd. Raffe Garner - - iiijd.
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Mr Lane - -

more
Thomas Hyckson
Mattye Kying
Wyddow Rucardson
Mathy Lacy -
firancys Hynde
Ostyne Medlye
John Hudson -
William Coope
Robart Holwell
Ruchard Teayler
John ffarlye
Wydow Heanman
Mathye Garner
Nycolas Mearyll
Edward Wormwhell
Thomas Owndell
Owmfrye Pypes
Ruchard Burgine
Abraham Shelton
John Hogkin -
George Pawley
Mgyechell Dylkes
John Tayball -
John Knowles -
M* Brentlye -
John ffreeman -
M" Bruche -
Andrew Lacye -
William Powlye

Hugh Cotteryll & Rob.

Dene - -
Roger Rouke -
Roger Ridgwaye
William Kein -
Robart Power -
William Shawecross
Dreacofte -
M* Bannister (?)
Henry Nealle -
Cleamant Crooe
Raffe Parkinson
John Tayler -
James Leaye -
Gorge Luines (?)
William Lynn -

xxd.

jd.
xijd.
ijd.
itijd.
iijd.

John Geste
Thomas Parr -
Gorge Stevens -
Adome Wildes -
Robart Hodyne
John Copper -
Thomas King
Thomas Randall
William Harrison
Richard Teayler
Hughe Ellwoode
Thomas Wolandes
William Trygge
William Parker
Henrye Hudson
... Scadd
William Bydles
William Peate
Henry Cooke -
Wydow Byngham
Thomas Blythe
Thomas Topper
Ruchard Reanoldes
James Levitt -
William Smysbee
William Dawson
Peter the Sponker
John .. ... -
Mychell Staples
Edwarde Hunt-
M* Shipward -
Wydow Nealle
Robarte Kyng
Thomas Haryson
Nycolas Weathers
Robart Gulson
Thomas Dyckman
William Abbatt
Roger Measure
M* Bruxbe

John Stannige -
The Mylner -

Wydd. Shawe
William Cheatom
Thomas Beanill (?)
Tho. James -
Henry Harleye

'

ijs. iiijd.

xviijd.
iijd.

j4.

ijs. iijd.
ijd.

ijd.

id.
iid.
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Thom. Rymington
Thomas Grace -
William Tayler
Thomas Dychfelde
Robart Dodson -
Jeffery Talis - -
Thom Ridgway -
William Brygges -
William Bythearaye -
Thom Kein - -
Nycolas Cottrom -
Edward Lonne -
James Woode - -
John Buclad (?) -
Bartholomew Hawlye
William Yomanson -
William Crafton
Henry Gorrill - -
Thomas Webster -
John Crooe
M Thurdbarne -
John Clyffe - -
Radnulfe Nobell
Thomas Brygges -
John Myddleton -
William Mabbes -
‘M* Lacye - -
William Archer -
Hughe Goodwin
William Clarke -
Ruchard Ruchardes -
William Allain
Hughe Musson -
Wydowe Knoules
Robart Talles -
John Weathers = -
William Bryan -
Wydd. Kydyer
Gorge Thackrake -
Albinde Hartte (?) -
Wydowe Russill -
Humfrye Trygge &
francke his Sonn -

ijs. i

iijs.

iijs.

- jd.

vid.
iijd.
ijd.
ijd.

vjd.

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

James Hovlte Juniar
John Gonsonne -
John Maye

‘William Shawcross -
Ruchard Allain -
Roger Nobell - -
M" Mytten - -
Robart Nvton - -
John Wryghte - -
M Alkines - -
Tomnlin y* Mylner
John Castell

William Ruchardson
William Knovles
Dynis Swyndell -
Wydowe Cooke -
Ruchard Taste -
M™ Burye - -
Nyecolus Teales -
Thomas Spenser -
Stenvens Dawson -
Dynis Asson (?) -
Cellam (?) Neadom -
John Roe - -
Radulf Crodine -
John Fouler

M* Torner

M" Boswell - -
M’ Chavntler - -
William Wormwhell
William Castell -
Ruchard Stanham -
Thomson Jonson -
William Queneborowe
Thomas Croson -
Roger Bebe - -
Wydowe Horne -
Ruchard Tyres -
Thomas Smarte -
W. Morrison - -
M* John Lacye

iijs.

ijd.
iifjd.

xijd.
ijd.
iijd.
xd.
ijd.
vjd.
xxd.

The above is written upon long slips of péper gtitched together:

the whole length being about five feet.
““Sm of this bill rec® by the Churchwardings -

It is endorsed
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1596-7.
Thomas Spencer & Thomas Oundell Churchwardens.
Total receipts - - £8. 2. 4.
Item pead for our byll makinge & putting in to gytt a
new day for the Repare of our churche - - xd.
Ttem pead to George browne for cominge to see the
. wyndow & goinge to speake for ston at Cly'pston the

19 of Aprill - - - - ijs. iijd.
Itm. geven to a pore mane that had a lysence in the

churche - - - iiijd.
Itm. pead at Lestér to gytte 2 newe day for to Repa.re

our churche - - xijd.

(Much Work a,bout the wmdow )
Itm. geven to another pore man that Reald* in the

churche because he could gytt nothing - - - iijd.
Itm. pead to the Doctter for cominge to Melton to-

wards his charges - - viijd.
Itm. pead to the paliters man because he dld perdoyn

thls town wth own sworne man - iiijd.
Itm. p* for the fyrst byll making that we ga,thered the

holf fyften by towardes the Repair of our churche - iiijd.
Itm. pead for the breefe that the doctter sent in Regard

of this collecttion & for the faste - - xijd.
Item pead to Rulfe Crodyne for leaymg faste the br&s of

the Dawkine - - xijd.
Itm. pead to William Cem for medmge the dawkyn

whele - - vijd.

viewed & allowed 28 march 1597.
“ Jefery Tallis and Thomas Blythe elected for this year
Ae°. D 1597.7

1597-8.

Jefferie Tallis & Thomas Blythe churche Wardens 25 marche
Money red of Thomas Spenser & Thomas Oundell y°

25 Marche in Ann°. 1597 sum : 11%4¢
Recd. for y° beriall of one Elliott y myllner in y© ngs

Streete - vjd.

Total re"t” - - £3 13 2.

Itm. payd the 27 of marche to Micheall Shiears for

writing to sertificat of the contribewsions to the

ordinarie - - - - iiijd.
Itm. payd for sendmg of 1t to Lester - - xd.
Itm. payd to Willm. Brewer that geathered for marshall

feayes vid.
Itm. payd to Wlllm vmfrles havmg the seayll of the

aspitall of Stamford - vjd.

* Railed.
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Itm. payd to Robart Collington havmge the quenes brod

geayll 80 aprill - - vjd.
It. payd to Robart Heape a pore man - vjd.
It. payd to Jhon Mearill the first of meay his house

burned to the value of a hundrede pound - - vjd.
It. payd to an aspitall cauled nghtbndge in Mlddell-

sekes the 8 of Meaye - - - vjd.

It. payd 10 march to a pore man havmge the quenes
brod seaylle being a meamed pson servinge her

majest. in divers countres - - vjd.
Itm. payd to a pore man of Medwell in Northampton-

shier the 29 Meay beinge burned - - - vjd.
It. payd to Thomas Ston a Staford shier man havmge

a Lisence - - vjd.
It. payd to the pareter 14 of J une - - vjd.
It. payd to tow skoulers of Cambrlge the on of them

being blind 14 June - - vjd.
Itm. payd to iij meamed strangers ye 21 June Nor-

champton sheir men - - - - - vjd.

(Many similar entries.)
Itm. payd tow pore men Xpdr Ston Will® Tomson

beinge they had great losse by fire Linconshire men vjd.
It. payd for a brasse at Lester - - - - ijs. xd.
It. payd to meamed psones ther names Selven Chap-
man & Wm Blankford chessher men 18 of June - vjd.
It. payd second of October to towe Hongtingdoneshier
men havinge the quenes brode seayle - - - vjd.
Total payments - - - £3.12. 10.

Wn Lacy & Matt” Lacy Churchwardens for the year
1598.
It. Recd. of M* Digbie for the bells & for the grave -  vijs. ijd.
Total rec, - - - 4£8. 6. 4.
It. pald to Johnson for a balldericke for the great bell ijs. vjd.
It. p to Nicholas Wallands for the maymed soldiers - iijs. iiijd.

It. p* for a coppie of the composition for fraibie - - vijs. vjd.
It. spent in goinge to Doctor Cheppendale wtk the same xvd.
It. p* for a lock for the North dore & mendlnge a church
coﬂ'er - - - ijs. xd.
It. p for a rope for the fore bell - - - - xxijd.
Tt. p* to Mark Jackson for a regester of parchment - xiijs. iiijd.
Total paym®s. - - - £8. 4. 10.
So dew to the Churche - - xviijd.

James Lenit (who appears to have died during his year of office)
& Nicholas Wethers elected Churchwardens for this year Ann°.
Di. 1599.
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1599.

The Account of us churchwardinges Nicolas Withers & Thomas
Brigges for this year 1599 as followinge

Receved of M Lacye when he tenered his accounte - xviijd.

Ttem Receved of William Hartope for hig father grave

and the belles - - - - - - vijs. ijd.
Total rects. - - - £3 82
Total paym®. - - - 41073

due to C. W. - 1 75}

1601.

““A brefe decleration of mony layde forth by the Churcheward-
ings of Melton Mowbray for the repare of the Churche and other
necesaries belonginge therunto, havinge relation to what hathe
bene receved and disbursed by them as maye appearé in p'ticule™ by
eche of ther accomptes.

Martin Horsley )Ree. of the Inhabytants of Melton
William Mabes in Ano D° 1601 by the Churche-
Churche-wardings) wardings Martin Horsley and

William Mabes as maye appeare

by ther accomptes - - - iiijle. xxiijd.
Ree. a whole yeares rent of Heugh
Brocke for his house - - - vjs. viijd.

Rec. of the Bell founder, for mettell

w® was overplus of the forthe

Bell wt was caste by him - xxiijs.
Rec. for the Bels and buriales as may

appeare by the Regeste” booke -  xijs. xd.
Rec. of the Hamlitersas may appeare

upon the accompte - - - xxxixs. jd.

Sm. viijli. iiijs. vjd.”

1602.
Similar abstracts for the following years :

1602. By Inhabitants of Melton - - - -£10 3 7
Hamletters - - - - - - 3813 4

Bells & Burials - - - - - 2 9 8

Total - -£16 6 7

The discharge of Edward Wormell and John Ro laid out for
the Repare of the Churche in Anno Dni 1602.
It. for a lode of coles for the glasiers - - - vs. viijd.
It. p* for viij wispes of glasse - - - - - Xvjs. ixd.

P Vou. III.
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It. 0" charges at the cort at leic” againste M* Thur-
barne for not payinge his levi for the churche - iijs. viijd.
It. p* Will® Smarte and his men for hangmge the bells
& mending them - - vjs. viijd.
It. paid to John Longfoote for the mendmge the greate
sowth window - - - XXVS. Vjd.
It. p* frauncis Garland for mendlnge the goddgms and
other things about the bells - - - - ixs.
It. p ffrauncis Garland for mendinge one of the bell
clappers - - - - - - - - ijs. vjd.
Many payments for lead, sawder, stone, &e.
Wages 1%- per diem.
Paid for a Register of Parchment and for writing of it xliijs. iiijd.
Total Discharge exclusive of Register Book - £18 8

-3

1603. By Inhabitants of Melton - - - - 919 5
Hamletters - - - - - - 6 6 8
More of them - - - - - - 10 0 0
Bells and Burials - - - 1 5 6
A year’s rent Hugh Brock ] house - - 6 8

Total - -£27 18 3
1604. Bells and Burials & an old surplus - - £2 2 8
Total sum of the four years’ receipts - -£54 11 0
(N.B. The Burials were graves made in the Church.)
Expenditure Ano D° 1601
Money layde forth for the repaire of the Church of
Melton Mowbray and other necesaryes as-maye ap-
peare by ther accomptes - - - - xlt. xvjs. xjd.
1602. Do - - - - - - - 1511 11
1608. Do - - - - - - - 2810 0
1604. 818 2
Sum Total of the Four years’ charges - - £58 12 —

“ Anno. 1612."

The accomte of Roberte Trigg and John Bonitt beinge Church-
wardens in Afio 1612 ffor mony receaved towardes the repare of the
Churcheof the Towne of Mellton and the Hamblittes beelonginge to
the same uppon a Levye made the 21 day of June 1612 as hereafter
may appere.

The Total amount of Receipts in this account is £22. 0. 4.
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From the Towne of Melton - - £10 0 0
Chapel wardens of Sysonby - - 2 00
For the High Field - - - 2 20
For Kettleby grounds - - 0 14 0
From M* Thomas Digby for Welby - 3 10 0

Many receipts for graves and for the Bells 7%84,
The Discharge amounts to £21. 8s. 1d4. the following items
oceur :

Payde for mendinge the Trundell yeates - - - 0. o. iiijd.
Item for tyles lyme and workmanship aboute the

Churche flore - - - - - - o. ij. viijd.
Item for a peese of wood to George Bench to make

yokes for the Bells - - - - o0.xiiij. iiijd.
Item for a bell-rope to Clement Croe the 18 day of A

Julye wayinge xijli. ijjez. - - o. iij. ijd.
Item for pynes for the greate bell waylng ijib and a

haulfe att iiijd & plb - - 0. 0. xxd.

Item for the cappes sheres the crowne stapell and the
Kayes aboute the greate bell wayinge vij stone - 0. xxxvjs. viijd.
Item for ij stapelles plates and keayes for the wheele - o. vs. viijd.

Ttem for Thirtye greate neales and broddes - - 0. 0. viijd.
Item for for Buckells and for mendinge the Anselltree

of the greate bell - - - - - 0. 0. xviijd.
Ttem for ij Bavdrickes for the greate bell - - - o. iiijs. vjd.

(Much work about the ‘ foundation’ of the Church)
Item ffour pound of leade to soder a pynakell of the
steepell for ij dogges of Terne and for mendinge of itt  o. ij. vjd.
Item for fechinge twoe lode of ston att Wycom pittes
for the foundatione of the Churche - - iiijs. od.
Ttem to George Chaunteler for writeinge the regester - iijs. iiijd.
(Much work about the steeple & the windows there)
Item to Robert Gullson for-lyme and workmanship

aboute Kinges armes - - - - - ijs. iiijd.
Item more to Robert Gullsone for tyles and for mend-

inge the pentis over the trundell yeates - - o. viijd.
Ttem to Clement Croe for twoe bell-ropes one for the

greate bell and a nother for the third bell - - vs. ijd.
Ttem for a presentment for the church nott being

repared - iiijs. vjd.
Item to Henry Blddelles for shutemge the bell ropes - o. iiijd.

(Several more charges for the trundle gates.)
Ttem to Rafe Croden and William Allyn for ffour dayes
worke and a haulfe settinge upp windoes in the
steepell - - - - - - - - ixs. od.
Ttem for three pound a 3 of wyre for the windoes - ijs. vd.
Ttem to Thomas Heane for mending the forth bell
clapper - - - - - - - - js. diija.
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Item to John Stanidge for a peese of a bord to neale

over the Church booke - - - - os. iiijd.
Item for a booke cauled Julyan’s Workes and for cover-
ing of itt and cheaening of itt in the churche - XXVjs. od.
‘“Receaved - - - xxijli. os. iiijd.
Payde - - - xxjli. viijs. ).
Reste due to the Towne &
Parishe - - - xij. iijd.
Charge. “Anno 1612.

Receaved the 21 day of June 1612 uppon a levye made

for the repare of the Church, and towardes the dis-

chargeinge of some matteres which the Hamblitteres

refuse to bee contributteres unto as followethe - xxijs. ixd.
Discharge. Imprimis layde oute att Lester att the

vigetation beemge the 21 day of Aprll 1612 the

some of - - xjs. od.
Item for a novre glas* and for the camdge of 1tt firom

London - - - - - - 0. xvjd.
Item for wyer for the chyme and for mendmg the

Jackes in the clock hous - - - s diijd.
Item att Lester att the visetation bemge the iiij day of

October 1612 the some of - - ixs. vjd.
Ttem for washing the surplis - - - - iiijs. od.
Item for repareinige of our coiion seats in the Churche vs. jd.
(There was dué from Burton upon the Levy £3 10 0) Towards the

Freeby 2 10 0f repair of

& from M Edw? Hartopp for the Fog Close 0 7 0) Church.

"The above account was ‘‘seene and allowed by the Inhabitants
of ‘the parishe undermentioned” Signed amongst others by
“Nathl Lacy. Edward Wormell. John Hall.

" This account is endorsed

“The agreement betwixt the towne of Melton and the Hambliterers

was made the xxxij (?) day of Januarye 1605.”

* An Hour-glass for the Pulpit.

k)
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