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It has long been known that Roman-British Leicester, RatcB 
Coritanorum, possessed at least one burial-ground of considerable 
size, situated outside the southern wall of the town and lying along 
the western portion of that wall; students are of course acquainted 
with the discoveries made from time to time, and extending over 
the past century or more, which have demonstrated that this 
extra-mural cemetery occupied an area bounded to-day by the 
lines approximately of Millstone lane, Newarke street, Pockling- 
ton's walk, and the line of Oxford street and Southgate street 
on the north, south, east, and west respectively. The medieval 
south wall of Leicester ran between the present Millstone lane 
and Friar lane, and parallel to them, down to the juncture of 
Horsefair street and Gallowtree gate, where it joined the east 
wall; and, although the point is not completely proved, the best 
opinion concedes that the Roman walls in general had followed 
the same lines, with this difference on the south : that whereas 
the medieval gate stood at the crossing of Southgate street, the 
Roman gate must have been at or near the spot where Rupert 
street now joins Millstone lane, this being the point of incidence 
of the so-called Via-Deva.no,1 , which thus cut through the extra 
mural cemetery at an oblique angle to reach the town. The word 
" walls " is here used as a matter of convenience, in speaking of 
the Roman settlement. The boundaries were probably earthen 
ramparts, since no Roman masonry has been found on the medieval 
wall-lines which could be attributed to walls.

The east wall of Ratcz ran, somewhat inside the present street 
lines (i.e., west of them), parallel to Gallowtree gate and Church 
gate, and the north wall, also inside the present lines, parallel to 
Sanvey gate and Soar lane. The precise line of the western wall, 
if indeed there was one, is a matter of uncertainty.

The area thus enclosed, if we visualise the river Soar as its

JThis thoroughfare, though it would appear to have been nothing more 
than a road to the great villa of Medbourne, such as one finds in 
Italy to-day between a large estate and the nearest town, was 
nevertheless, when it reached Ratcc, one of the four main roads 
intersecting it.
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western boundary, and exclude the extra-mural suburb of villas 
which lay west of the river, was some 105 acres in extent, thus 
making Ratce about the third largest town of Roman Britain; Cir- 
encester contained an area of some 240 acres, Wroxeter 170, and 
Silchester only a little less than Leicester2 .

To the public at large, the burial area outside the south wall, 
just described, is always " the Roman cemetery ", and indeed it 
is written and spoken of as though it were the only one. But it 
will readily be appreciated that a town of 105 acres, populous, 
wealthy as its architectural and domestic remains show, a great 
road-centre in a fertile agricultural and pastoral district, and 
occupied, as the archaeological evidence clearly demonstrates3 , 
from at least A.D. 50 until the actual inroads of the Teutonic 
invaders in the fifth century, would most certainly " outgrow ", 
as it were, this space allotted to its dead. We have an excellent 
parallel in our own time, plans having been passed in 1927 for the 
creation of a new cemetery at Saffron hill because that on Welford 
road is full.

Where, then, were the other cemeteries of Ratce ? The late 
professor Haverfield, on his plan4, a modified form of which is 
printed here as an inset to my folding-plan of the fresh site, marks 
one of them as being south of the site where the "Cherry Orchard" 
pavement was found, in the wealthy extra-mural suburb across the 
river. It is from here that we have the only tombstone locally 
recorded5

The designation " burials " is marked on the same plan at a 
spot just outside the north-east corner of the Roman area, near 
the site of the present S. Margaret's church. A number of 
cinerary urns containing bones have from time to time been found 
around here and in the Abbey Meadow, and even so far away as 
the grounds of the Abbey itself6 (where, incidentally, the late 
T. H. Fosbrooke's excavations brought to light, in addition to 
medieval walls, a couple of structures pronounced by Major Bushe- 
Fox to be Roman dyeing vats.)
2Hayerfield, Roman Leicester, in Arch. Journ. (ser. 2), xxv, pp. 12andl3«. 
'Evidence for the early date includes the LEGIO VIII flue tile and pre-

Flavian pottery in Leicester Museum; and for the late date, the
early Anglo-Saxon fibulse, etc. 

top. cit., facing p. 33.
$Eph. Epig. ix, 1110; and ISth Rep. Leic. Museum, p. iii. 
6See Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. i, 42; iii, 179, 220; v, 219, 342; and vi, 1.
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We now come to the last sepulchral site, the one with which 
it will be the main purpose of this paper to deal, since previous 
discoveries on the others are recorded in the Victoria County 
History, our own Transactions, and elsewhere. On the strength 
of burials being disinterred to the east of Eastgates, in the vicinity 
of the Clock Tower7 , Haverfield on his plan labelled this district 
as a cemetery. We are now able, as the result of discoveries 
made in the winter of 1926-7 during the excavations necessary for 
the rebuilding of Messrs Boot's (the chemists) headquarters in 
Gallowtree gate, to extend the title of cemetery to a much wider 
area here. These discoveries show it to have run along the east 
wall from the position of the present Clock Tower, to at least half 
way between that spot and Halford street; and there is a hint, in 
two interments found at the same time during alterations to 
Messrs. Woolworth's further up the road, that the burial ground 
extended almost to Halford street, where came the angle of the 
south and east walls.

By good fortune, and with the courteous co-operation of the 
contractors' foreman, I was able to watch the Boot's site carefully 
from the beginning of the excavations in November 1926 until then- 
conclusion, so far as a prospect of discoveries went, in February 
1927, and have consequently been able to plan accurately no fewer 
than seven distinct groups of associated sepulchral remains. Such 
an opportunity has not occurred hitherto in the city, and it is a 
matter for satisfaction that the whole of this valuable evidence 
has gone to the Leicester Museum, where Dr. Lowe at once con 
sented to its being arranged by the present writer in a special show 
case, in relative groups, with a plan appended.

Method of Grouping

A word upon the scientific permissibility of the grouping is 
necessary, owing to the fact that part of the site has suffered 
serious disturbances. For the most part, there can be no doubt 
as to the correlation of certain objects—as witness the distance 
between GROUPS I, II, and III, for instance, thirty-six feet at the

? See Bickerstaffe in Nichols, Hisf. Leics. i, 5, note 9; and i, pt. 2, 619. A 
leaden coffin containing a skeleton, cinerary urn, and other pottery 
was found in Humberstone gate in 1783.
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nearest points, all of which groups were lying undisturbed on the 
surface of the clay and at a uniform depth of 6 to 7 feet. The 
whole area was uniformly excavated to a depth of 15 feet to make 
foundations, thus precluding any possibility of an interment 
between these three groups being overlooked. In no case have I 
endeavoured to make an object fit a group : for example, one 
vessel of Castor ware, occurring isolated and without any human 
remains, has been labelled GROUP IIA to avoid any danger of this.

As a glance at the folding-plan will show, there appears rather 
curiously to be a kind of alley-way between the sets of interments, 
in which nothing Roman occurred, as if there had been a path 
through the cemetery at this point. Though probably a mere 
coincidence, it is worthy of passing note that this gap corresponds 
roughly to the thoroughfare which existed prior to the excava 
tions, between lines of stables at the back of the former buildings. 
This blank area is only interrupted by an eighteenth-century well 
directly on its line; the making of which well, and of the buildings 
to which it belonged, seriously disturbed the interments at the 
western end of the excavations, as also did a medieval structure 
and no fewer than three modern building layers.

As GROUP IV consists of nothing but bronze fragments and a 
bracelet, and was in disturbed earth only three feet from the 
present surface, and GROUP V only comprises four miscellaneous 
fragments of pottery likewise disturbed, it follows that something, 
including the remains of the persons buried with these objects, 
has suffered removal. Now in this well, at a depth of 12 feet 
from the surface, there commenced a closely-rammed stratum of 
human remains and Roman pottery, which went down for 3 feet, 
and a little below this, at a depth of 16 feet, a still functioning 
spring was found. The human bones proved to be those of two 
adults and two infants; and the 160 odd fragments of pottery 
recovered, ranging from Castor and coarse Upchurch to terra 
sigillata (" Samian ") and unglazed local red ware, were found on 
careful collation to represent the ruins of over 30 vessels. For 
that reason, this well-group is called GROUP IVA—VA, since it 
appears certain that some of the human remains, if not all, apper 
tain to one or other of the groups on either side of it. The well 
was 3 ft. 0 in. in diameter, and faced with partially-dressed Charn- 
wood forest granite.
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A curious feature of the last two groups, VI and VII, is that 
VI, though admittedly much disturbed (for the remains not only 
of modern cellars but also of medieval walls had to be removed at 
this spot) contains only Upchurch, Belgic, and Rustic wares, 
while VII, a considerable distance away on the other side of the 
excavation, is composed solely of terra sigillata8 . In each case 
only small fragments of bones could be found; but the pottery 
differences seem to hint that the former was a poor and the latter 
a rich burial. It is from VI, by the way, that the only instance of 
cremation comes.

Later Strata

The later strata of occupation are not without their interest, 
and though we are here dealing with a Roman site, this is a con 
venient place in which to describe their contents. In the large 
space on the southern portion of the site, between the Roman 
GROUPS I and III, there was found at a depth of 3 to 4' feet a very 
singular and puzzling collection of associated remains, all within 
a square yard of ground. They comprised : a jumbled heap of 
bones which I ultimately sorted out as those of five adults; a stout 
oak post five feet long, which still retained a rusty iron bolt; a 
padlock of modern appearance; a large number of iron bolts and 
twisted iron fragments, including one triangular bracket-piece; 
and several objects of iron which more nearly resemble medieval 
leg-shackles than anything.

Of the bones, some were those of a woman afflicted with 
pyorrhea, who died at an advanced age, while one male skull lay a 
little apart from the general melee, with no sign of the rest of the 
skeleton.

Various fanciful theories have been put forward to account 
for these curious remains, notably the conjecture that a gallows or 
gibbet stood on the spot, giving the name of Gallowtree gate to the 
street. The gibbet can be disposed of first—if the iron rings be in 
deed shackles at all, they cannot be those of a gibbet-frame in which 
the body was hung up after execution, because they show no signs 
of the perpendicular stanchions to which such rings were attached,

8The technical term terra sigillata will be used throughout this Paper. 
" Samian" is a misnomer for the Gaulish ware, given by early 
antiquaries and based upon a misapprehension as to its provenance.
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as seen on the gibbet preserved in the city museum. And as for 
the gallows theory, though it is of course possible that there may 
have been subsidiary facilities, now unremembered of the people, 
for silencing malefactors, Mr. C. J. Billson has pointed out9 that 
the gallows proper, which did give its name to the street, was 
situated at the top of London road hill, at the corner of Evington 
lane. I should prefer the more prosaic explanation of a plague- 
pit to account for the presence of the jumbled bones, though it 
does not explain the collection of ancient ironmongery and the oak 
post; plague-pits there would have to be, for the town was 
" visited " severely and often in the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I, to say nothing of medieval devastations; and this area, 
situated as it was just outside the town ditch of the medieval 
defences, would be the fit and proper place for such pits.

All over this same southern side of the excavation, very near 
the surface, a large number of xvi-xvii century " tygs ", or brown- 
glazed drinking mugs, and of clay pipes, occurred, while nearer to 
Gallowtree gate, close to the Roman GROUP VI but nearer the 
surface, a perfect jar of yellow-glaze ware, and an object of similar 
fabric shaped like a candlestick, were unearthed. They have been 
pronounced by Mr. John Taylor, of this Society, to be respectively 
a honey-pot and a salt-cellar, both of early Jacobean date. Here 
also occurred the remains of medieval sandstone walls which had 
been retained in the modern cellars that were uncovered and 
demolished.

We now proceed to a detailed account of the Roman burial 
groups and their contents. The type-numbers used for the shapes 
of the terra sigillata are those of Dragendorff.

GROUP I
(i). A beaker of thin, greenish-yellow, iridescent glass, decorated 

in repousse with a plain festoon of three strands, purely 
native in feeling, and having an everted rim. This is the 
only conical glass beaker ever found locally, and it is 
perfect. Height 9"5 cm., diameter internally at mouth 
5-3 cm., exterior diameter at mouth 6'5 cm., thickness 0'2 
cm. (Plate III, No. 2).

Leicester. (Leicester, Backus. 1920) pp. 19-20.



40 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

(ii). A large, late type of the vessel known as a poculum, of a 
shape between jug and bottle, best described as Castor ware, 
but not true Castor type. It has a jug-like rim with 
moulded spout, and a small handle out of proportion to the 
vessel; the material is a yellow-red paste covered with an 
inferior dull red-brown chocolate engobe wash, badly fired and 
irregular. The spout and the elongated conical neck point 
to a late-third century date. Height 16-0 cm. (Plate 
III, No. 1).

iii. A human skull, and fragmentary remains of the rest of the 
skeleton, lying between the beaker and the poculum, but 
unfortunately destroyed by the workman before it could be 
examined.

This group lay at a depth of 7 feet in one of the several sand- 
pockets in the clay at this end of the excavation, to which circum 
stance the beaker doubtless owes its preservation intact. The 
relative positions of the objects, a,nd their distance from other 
groups, suggest that this was one complete interment.

GROUP II
This group seems to comprise two interments, the one con- 

consisting of objects i, ia, and ib, and the other of ii, iii, and iiia. 
The whole group lay on the top of the clay, 6 feet from the surface.

(i.) Male skeleton, head at west and feet at east, skull markedly 
long but too damaged to make measurements certain.

(ia.) A "second brass" of the late third century, in bad condition 
and almost illegible; it was west of, and close to, the skele 
ton. A radiate-crowned head is just visible, and the letters 
... AL,UE ••• or ••• ALERI ... of the legend, presumably 
Gallienus or Valerianus.

(ib.) In close proximity to the above, a large poculum of more 
normal Castor type than that in the preceding group, but 
equally late in date, with very long, conical neck. The 
core is cream-reddish, and the surface a lustrous engobe of 
chocolate-coloured wash, very uneven and patchy. Height 
15-0 cm. (Plate III, No. 4).



PLATE III
Pottery and glass beaker from the extra-mural cemetery of Roman Leicester. 

(See text and index). No scale.





THE CEMETERIES OF ROMAN LEICESTER 41

(ii.) Perfect male skeleton, the skull that of a square-featured, 
powerful man, head at west and feet at east, lying north of, 
and close to, the preceding objects. (Plate IV, No. 1).

(iii.) Some feet away from the last-named skeleton, but on same 
level, was one of the most interesting little vessels yet found 
in Leicester, with no parallel in the city museum. It is of 
dull slate-grey ware, not true Upchurch, of a first or early 
second century type; the rim is simple and nearly perpen 
dicular, and falls well within the lines of the sharp body- 
angle, and the lower portion of the vessel is slightly "rilled" 
with roulette markings; all of which features are indicative 
of early date. It is perfect but slightly warped, and it 
should be compared with the larger one of GROUP III to be 
described shortly. Height 10 - 0 cm., internal diameter of 
mouth 6'7 cm., external diameter of rim 8"5 cm., diameter 
of base 4 • 0 cm. (Plate IV, No. 3).

(iiia). Beside this vessel was one perfect bead, and the half of 
another, both of translucent red amber. Each bead is in 
the form of a flat disc, and they are nearly the same size, 
so that they would form the two central beads of a neck 
lace. The perfect one is a little the larger in diameter, 
3'6 cm., and both are 1-5 cm. thick. The fracture 
gives a surface akin to glass or hardened gum, and the 
section of the hole (the broken bead having split clean 
across the centre) shows a double cone, indicating that 
boring was done from both ends towards the centre. 
Similar beads, some of which were evidently Roman ones 
re-used, are figured by Neville10, from a Saxon burial- 
ground in Cambridgeshire, but sometimes they seem to 
have been used as buttons11 . (Plate IV, No. 4).

GROUP IIA
It may seem curious that one isolated object should be 

designated a "group", but a reference to my plan and intro 
ductory notes will show the advisibility of that course here. The 
object in question is a small cup of the type rather unhappily

i°In Saxon Obsequies. London, 1852.
"See J. R. Mortimer, Burial Mounds of East Yorkshire. London, 1905.
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called a " dice-box ", and although it was nearest to Group II, it 
was 24 feet from the nearest object therein. No bones accom 
panied it, and moreover it was only four feet down, in disturbed 
earth. The pot has every appearance of being a local product, 
or very inferior Castor, of late date. It is of cream-coloured paste, 
with dull orange-coated surface which has scaled badly. Height 
8 - 9 cm., internal diameter of mouth 6'0 cm. (Plate IV, No. 5).

GROUP III
All the objects of this group lay at a depth of 6 feet from the 

surface, on top of the clay stratum and seemingly undisturbed, so 
that it is a little puzzling to find the pot (i) isolated and no grave 
furniture with the three skeletons. But it will be seen from the 
plan that the pot was found so close to the limit of excavation as to 
render it possible that the skeleton appertaining to it still rests 
beneath the yard of the premises.
(i.) A pot similar in type to, but larger than, that described under 

Group II, iii. It is an ordinary domestic vessel, composed 
of coarse ash-grey paste in which pounded shell is liberally 
mixed; it has fired unevenly, and is dull grey-black outside, 
pinkish-brown inside. It has the same rather sharp body- 
angle as the other vessel, and is more strongly rouletted 
round the body. Height 11'5 cm., interior diameter of 
mouth 6'9 cm., exterior ditto, 10'1 cm., diameter of base 
6-2 cm. Early second century. (Plate III, No. 3).

(ii.) Remains of male skeleton, not associated with i, and lying, 
with head at west, at some distance west of it.

(iii.) Fragmentary skeleton of youth, who apparently met with 
a violent end; the head is heavily crushed in on the right 
side, by a blow, not by the normal earth-pressure. Lying 
south of ii and not associated with it.

(iv.) Skeleton of female, fragmentary, close to ii; exact dis 
position of body unknown.

GROUP IV
As pointed out in the introductory remarks on the subject of 

these grave-groups, there being no human remains in either this
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group or in V, both of which were very disturbed and lay only 
3-4 feet down, while there are the remains of four skeletons in 
the well which has upset the stratification, it seems that we must 
look to this well for the bodies appertaining to the bronze frag 
ments and to the pottery of Group V.

(i.) Fragments of a bronze object, purpose and form uncertain. 
On fitting the pieces together Mr. W. E. Mayes (Deputy- 
Curator of Leicester Museum) and myself were at first 
inclined to think that they were part of a horse-bit, but the 
fact of the main shanks being pierced with small holes, as 
though for attachment to a large leather surface, raises an 
objection to that proposition, and makes it possible that the 
fragments represent the mouth of a " bracelet purse " of 
the type figured on p. 68 of the British Museum Roman 
Britain Guide (1922 edition).

(ii.) A bronze bracelet of common type, ornamented with cable- 
pattern, perfect save for one terminal.

GROUP V
These four pieces, like the bronze of Group IV, were in dis 

turbed earth and only 3 feet from the surface of the ground. They 
can be placed in the late first and early second centuries.

(i.) Terra sigillata, form Dragendorff 37. The motif is a 
charging boar ( ?), in an oblong panel of wavy lines. It has 
a fine glaze, good modelling, and clean potting, and is 
characteristically Southern Gaulish ware of the late- 
Domitian period. Its provenance is probably either Lezoux 
or Banassac, c. 81-96 A.D., and though we have not the 
part bearing the potter's stamp, the work is decidedly 
reminiscent of that of Crucuro, a Banassac potter who 
flourished 79-117 A.D. Size 4'5 x 5"5 cm. (Plate I, No. 
22).

(ii.) Large part of common Belgo-Upchurch cooking-dish, with 
out footring, and having perpendicular sides with horizontal 
lip. Much carbonised on exterior. First or second cen 
tury. (Plate I, No. 1).
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(iii.) Fragment of small globular Upchurch vase, thin and finely- 
ground, with lustrous surface. Height 4'5 cm., 2nd-3rd 
century. (Plate I, No. 2).

(iv.) Neck of large screw-neck bottle (ampulla), of a hard slate- 
grey paste. 2nd-3rd century.

GROUP IVA—VA (WELL GROUP)

At a depth of 12 feet from the surface, there commenced in 
the well a layer of mixed clay, sand, pebbles, etc., rammed hard, in 
which were embedded over 160 sherds of Roman pottery, making, 
so far as they could be collated, the remains of about 35 vessels; 
while the human remains were those of four persons, two infants 
and two adults. Presumably these were disturbed burials, ex 
humed when the well was made in the eighteenth century, and 
pitched into it, along with pottery, when still further disturbance 
was occasioned by later building operations and the well had 
ceased to be used.

There were a few unimportant sherds of medieval green-glazed 
pottery and of Jacobean " tygs " scattered throughout the layer, 
which was in all three feet deep, and at the very bottom of it, just 
above the mud in which we found a running spring at 16 feet from 
the ground, was one tooth of a horse and a horn of Bos Longifrons.

I have classed the pottery according to type in the following 
condensed list of the fragments, special reference being made only 
to those figured on Plate I. There were no regular strata; indeed, 
several Upchurch rims were ultimately put together from pieces 
of which some were three feet below the others!

I. UPCHURCH AND ALLIED BLACK WARES
(a) Rims, (b) bases, and (c) body-fragments, of coarse black jars 

of which some are polished; of porous, biscuit-like coarse 
black galley-pot ware, some carbonised; and of hard light 
ash-grey jars. Total at least 14 vessels. Two of the rims 
are of lipless common cooking-dishes with upright walls; 
two are specimens of the horizontal reeded Ist-century type; 
and the rest are mostly the high curved rims of the 2nd-3rd
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centuries, as^lated by Dr. Felix Oswald from his excavation 
of a well at Margidunum12 . They all belong to ollse (jars) 
of moderate size. (Plate I, No. 3). '

(d) and (e) Part of very large cooking-pot, internal mouth dia 
meter 20'0 cm., much carbonised on outside, rim lipless 
and nearly perpendicular (Plate I, No. 4); and body frag 
ments of two black Upchurch vessels, with deep polished 
bands ornamented with the reticulated pattern. (Plate I, 
No. 5).

(f). Portions of two jars in grey ware of very silicious compo 
sition, giving a sparkling " sand-paper surface ". Both are 
ribbed, one bearing the reticulated pattern, the other plain.

(g). Three fragments of different Belgic vessels. One bears the 
raised loop decoration, the second an ornament of rows of 
dots disposed diamond-wise, and the third has narrow 
bands enclosing diagonal scoring. (Plate I, Nos. 6, 7, 8). 
All are types practically confined to 1st century. See later 
under Group VI.

To this point we have a total of between 20 and 23 vessels 
thrown into the well from comparatively modern excavations.

II. DUROBRIVIAN (CASTOR) WARE
There were the remains of five distinct Castor vessels, four of 

which were represented by three bases, two rims, and a number of 
body-pieces. One of the bases, of whitish clay with the typical 
brown metallic glaze and a sharp body-angle, belonged to a vase 
of the fluted type, with perpendicular undulating' sides (Plate I, 
No. 9); and one of the rims is of interest for its deep groove under 
the lip (Plate I, No. 10). It appertained to the base of a large 
vessel in white pipeclay covered with a dull brown-red engobe 
wash.

As to the fifth vessel, it was a curious sherd of degraded 
pottery resembling Castor, or more strictly a late (fourth-century) 
local imitation of terra sigillata. The fragment recovered shows 
it to have been a plain straight-walled pot with a poor orange-red 
lustrous glaze both inside and out.

. Roman Studies, xvi (1926), pp. 36 ff, and plates.
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III. SALOPIAN WARE
(a). Remains of two mortaria. One rim is large, horizontal with 

slight down-curve at lip, and a half-round moulding inside, 
and belongs to the lst-2nd centuries; the other rim is small 
and horizontal, and is 1st century (Plate I, Nos. 11 and 12). 
All the body-pieces found are gritted with flint and shell to 
facilitate grinding, and one bears marks of fire.

(b). Neck and base respectively of two Ist-century ampullae 
(bottles) of white pipeclay.

(c). Portion from near the base, of a vessel in rather peculiar 
ware, having a red core, buff surface outside, and burnt- 
brown colour within.

IV. TERRA SIGILLATA
The finds of the Gaulish red-glazed ware misnamed "Samian" 

were disappointing, only the small remains of six or seven vessels 
coming from the well. The numbers given are the Dragendorff 
type-forms of shapes.

(a). Pieces of three dishes, Drag. 18/31, two thin and poorly 
glazed, apparently Rheinzabern manufacture of early 2nd 
century; and the other thick and large (possibly Drag. 31), 
of Lezoux make, Hadrian-Antoine period.

(b). Rim portion, with fine, brilliant glaze, of the dish with 
incurved lip, Drag. 32, of Rheinzabern manufacture about 
100—120 A.D. (Plate I, No. 23).

(c). The high foot-ring and base of a hemispherical bowl, Drag. 
37, poor glaze, middle of second century. (Plate I, No. 24).

(d). An interesting piece, almost certainly made at Treves13 
and of 3rd-century date. It is part of the ungraceful top- 
heavy bowl, Drag. 45, which has an overhanging flange, 
and is " gritted " inside, evidently for use as a mortar. 
(Plate I, No. 25).

Oswald and Pryce. Terra Sigilata. (London, 1920.) Plate Ixxiv, 
No 5.
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GROUP VI
At this, the western end of the excavated area, scientific study 

has been rendered practically impossible by no fewer than four 
disturbances of the ground, one of them medieval, as evidenced by 
the sandstone wall of some extra-mural building, which was found 
to be doing duty as part of Boot's cellar wall before the recon 
struction. Nevertheless the following group of Roman pottery 
was dug out of an area of a few square feet, at depths ranging from 
3 to 5 feet, so it is reasonable to assume that the pieces represent 
the remains of one burial group : —

(i.) Fully half of a dark slate-grey cinerary urn with lid, of 
graceful first-century type, with a sharp body-angle and very 
slight lip, almost perpendicular. When found, it con 
tained bones, but unfortunately these and some fragments 
were carted off in the rubbish before I had a chance to 
examine them. This furnishes the only example of 
cremation in the whole area. (Plate IV, No. 2).

(ii.) An interesting piece of " Rustic " ware, dull grey, with a 
spike decoration in appliqu6, stuck on in irregular lumps 
and commencing at the angle of neck and body. The 
vessel was jar-shaped. This form of decoration followed 
the imbricated relief pattern, and it is an essentially 
native product of the first century; it is, indeed, 
restricted14 to the period 80-130 A.D., and occurs on sites 
of that epoch, as for example Margidunum (Bingham, in 
Nottinghamshire15), and the layer of 80-86 A.D. at New- 
stead. (Plate I, No. 14).

(iii.) Another type of " Rustic" ware jar, decorated with 
irregular loop-shaped ridges, and of the same period as the 
above. (Plate I, No. 15).

(iv.) Portion of a true Belgic jar, bearing the characteristic dot 
and ring ornament, and having a letter T in graffito on the 
upper portion. This type of ware occurs at Hofheim15a

i4British Museum Guide to Antiquities of Roman Britain, (1922), p. 119. 
15See the dated collection of pottery from Margidunum in Nottingham

Castle Museum, arranged by Dr. Oswald, 
isalbid.
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in the strata of 40-50 and 70-80 A.D., and continued to be 
fairly common up to about 150. (Plate I, No. 16).

(v.) Nine pieces of different vessels ranging from burnished 
black Upchurch to siliceous grey ware. Of these the most 
interesting are:—large jar of dull grey with engine- 
turning, which may have been a cinerary vessel; gritty 
siliceous jar with groove at neck-angle and a band of 
reticulated pattern; part of an Upchurch rim of 1st cen 
tury, horizontal and reeded (Plate I, Nos 17, 18, 19 respect- 
tively); and part of a Ist-century carinated jar, grey-black, 
with rouletting above the carination and groove, on the 
neck (Plate I, No. 13). When reconstructed it is similar 
to a vessel figured by Ward16 - And lastly, part of a flat 
Belgo-Upchurch dish rather reminiscent of the terra sigil- 
lata form Drag. 15. It is a Ist-century type, with flat 
footring, slight kick, and a groove internally at the angle 
of base and wall. (Plate I, No. 20).

(vi.) A piece of peculiar ware, evidently a late and local effort, 
of whitish clay core and dull orange-buff surface. It is 
part of a globular vessel ornamented with an incised 
pattern of wavy chevrons just below the neck. (Plate I, 
No. 21).

(vii.) Necks and other parts of three Salopian ware ampullae and 
of one mortarium. One piece shows the early technique 
of whitewash engobe on red paste, occasionally practised 
in later times, and one neck is of the type specially 
characteristic of the Flavian period, being screwed and 
having a ribbed handle (69-76 A.D.) None was worth 
figuring, however.

GROUP VII
It is distinctly curious that this little group of sherds, found 

at the same depth as Group VI, and in equally disturbed earth, 
should consist entirely of terra sigillata, while there is none in 
the other group. All the pieces are interesting.

Roman Era in Britain (Methuen, 1911), p. 167, No. 12.
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(i.) Drag. Form 33. Part of a large straight-sided cup, with 
fine brilliant red-brown glaze and slight exterior groove. 
It has a tendency to convexity, but by no means verges 
towards Form 46. Rheinzabern, c. 150 A.D. (Plate I, 
No. 26).

(ii.) Drag. Form 37. Good piece of hemispherical bowl. The 
tassel is on the left of the ovolo in the " egg and tongue " 
border, the panels are inclosed in round-bead borders, and 
contain alternating festoons and medallions, with natural 
istic subjects. The glaze is dull purplish, but the 
moulding is clean-cut. Unfortunately we have not the 
part which bore the potter's stamp on the exterior, but the 
general motif and execution are characteristically Lezoux, 
and the date Antonine. The ovolo bears comparison 
with that on a vessel of Lavoye manufacture, figured by 
Oswald and Pryce17 . (Plate I, No. 27).

(iii.) Drag. Form 29. Piece from the upper portion of the bowl, 
badly chipped. Its features point to a Domitian date, for 
there is a sharp horizontal ridge internally, though there is 
no quarter-round moulding; externally there is a roulette 
below the lip, and the glaze is a brilliant red. (Plate 
I, No. 28).

(iv.) Drag. Form 18/31, dish. Part of base, thin, high kick, 
second century. Of the potter's stamp, only the end of 
the label and the letters...MA. remain. These stood for 
manu (by the hand of) and followed the name of the 
potter.

(v.) Drag. Form 30. Finely-moulded base of the cylindrical 
type of bowl with straight side. It has the curious and 
inexplicable feature of the letters ANV moulded in relief 
across the exterior of the base, the V being interrupted by 
the juncture with the footring. The diameter of the base 
ring is 7'5 cm. (Plate I, No. 29).

This concludes our account of the extra-mural cemetery on 
the eastern side of Rat<B, with the slight addition that at the same

"Op. cit., Plate xxx, No. 125.
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time as these discoveries, traces of two interments, with a few 
sherds of Upchurch and Castor pottery, were cut through when 
shafts were being made in the excavations at Messrs. Woolworth's, 
further up on the same side and nearly at the corner of Halford 
street. From the details given above, it will be seen, on the 
evidence of the pottery, that the burial ground was in use from at 
least A.D. 80, the date of the Domitian sigillata and the native 
" Rustic " ware, to at least 300, roughly the date of the typical 
late cooking-pot rims, the local pottery, and the Treves piece, 
all of which belong to types lasting on into the fourth century. 
To judge by the accounts we have of the finds in the other 
cemeteries of Roman Leicester, their use must have gone on 
simultaneously. On this eastern side, we see the greatest period 
of activity, if one may use such a term in connection with the 
dead, between 100 and 180 A.D., if the bulk of the pottery be 
any criterion. It is interesting that the earliest pieces, which 
include our solitary cinerary urn and the Rustic ware, should be 
on the western side, nearest to the confines of the town.

We now proceed in conclusion to review the discoveries made 
during the last six years on the site of the better-known southern 
cemetery, around the Newarke street area.

The Southern Extra-Mural Cemetery 
Discoveries 1922—1928

The intermittent reconstructions of business houses during 
the past six or seven years help to augment our knowledge of this 
cemetery also, but since they have only received desultory and 
incidental record, mainly at the hands of the present writer in the 
ephemeral local Press, it will be advisable to describe them fully 
here in chronological order.

I. MILLSTONE LANE, 1922
In the course of alterations connected with the laying of 

mains in the yard of the Rutland and Derby Arms, at the 
northern corner of Southgate street and Millstone lane, in June 
1922, a well-preserved Romano-British skull, of cephalic index 
83 - 5, was found at a depth of nine feet from the surface. It
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should here be remarked that what might be termed the "Roman 
depth" in this part of the city is from 7 to 9 feet, while in the 
ancient centre, at the High Cross, it is 11 feet. The skull was of 
exceptional thickness across the frontal, square of features, and 
heavy. The remains of the skeleton were with it, but there was 
no associated objects18 .

II. MARKET STREET, 1922
On the premises of Messrs. Herington, in the centre of the 

east side of Market street, clear evidence of interments was 
found in August 1922. The objects recovered included several 
skeletons, an unguentarium of Upchurch ware, and part of a 
Belgic vase with diamond pattern stamped decoration, all 
associated. From the description given at the time, this would 
seem to have been a Ist-century group19

III. CHANCERY STREET, 1922
A most instructive double burial, representing both inhu 

mation and cremation, was found in the yard of Messrs. G. Ellis 
and Sons, wool merchants, on the south side of Chancery street 
and close to its juncture with Marble street, in October 1922. At 
a depth of 7 feet, lying upon the red marl below a stratum of 
made-up earth which was very dark, was the skeleton of a girl 
lying east and west, and beside it at the same level was found a 
Salopian buff-coloured ampulla and a cinerary urn which is one 
of the finest and most perfect ever found in Leicester (Plate V, 
No. 1). The present writer succeeded in acquiring both vessels 
for the city museum, where they are on permanent view. The 
urn, which is entirely undamaged, is of typical late-lst to early- 
2nd century shape, wide-mouthed, with a small and almost per 
pendicular lip, and a rather sharp body-curve near the base. It 
is entirely plain, light reddish in colour, of rather coarse texture, 
and is beautifully symmetrical. The vessel was well " thrown " 
on the wheel, and the coarse clay of which it is made contains 
small pieces of pounded shells. It is well fired and even in 
colour. The museum has a similar urn, but of much inferior

18Leicester Mercury, 10 June, 1922.
^Leicester Mail, 25 August, 1922; and Leicester Mercury, 2 Sept., 1922.
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workmanship and put together from a sadly large number of 
pieces.

When found, the urn was half full of calcined human bones 
and ashes, and was standing upright. It had no covering tile. 
Inside, a darker colouring to half-way up may indicate that the 
bones were put into the urn while still red-hot. The cinerary 
urn was only 18 in. from the skeleton, and close beside it was the 
ampulla, perfect save for the rim and upper portion of the screw- 
neck. From the appearance of the surrounding earth, it seems 
permissible to suppose that a mound may have been erected over 
the burials; for the fine made-up earth above them did not extend 
over the whole area excavated, and in section its shape (being 
much darker than the surrounding ground) rather suggested a 
mound. In this dark earth at varying levels above this, were 
indications of four secondary interments, but in none of these 
cases were there more than a few bones recovered, as only a 
portion of the skeletons projected into the excavated area20 . (See 
Plan, Plate VI).

An urn identical with this one, together with a similar am 
pulla, a smaller ampulla, a carinated vase, and an iron-lamp- 
socket, were found comprising an early 2nd-century grave-group 
in the Roman cemetery excavated at Baldock between 1925 and 
the present time, and now in Letchworth museum21

IV. NEWARKE STREET—CHANCERY STREET, 1923
Only a few yards away from the site of the discovery just 

recorded, in the centre of the " island " between Newarke street 
and Chancery street mainly occupied by Messrs. T. H. Downing, 
and nearest to the Pocklington's Walk end, definite evidence of 
sepulture came to light in September 1923.

The remains comprised the skeleton of a middle-aged man 
lying with the head at the south and the feet at the north, and 
pottery22 . The best piece of pottery was a perfect little cup of 
DragendorrPs Form 27, small, finely-glazed, and early. It bore

^Leicester Mail, 5 Oct., 1922; and Leicester Mercury, 10 Oct., 1922.
21 See W. P. Westrell, F.S.A., Roman and Pre-Roman Antiq. in Letch- 

worth Museum (March, 1928), Plate of " Burial Group A ".
^Leicester Mercury, 7 Sept., 1923; Leicester Advertiser, 22 Sept., 1923; 

and Trans. Lcics. Arch. Soc., xiii, p. vi (Report).
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a potter's stamp with several ligatures which would appear to read 
NOMIANCI, NO*MIAVCI, or NOMINCI. There is no potter's 
name approaching any of these, either Nomiancus, Nomiaucus, 
or Nomincus, in the collected lists given by Oswald and Pryce. 
The nearest name is NOMVS, who is recorded as a potter of 
Montans in the Flavian era, but only on the decorated bowls of 
Drag. Form 37; when I sent up the account of the discovery to 
the Journal of Roman Studies, Miss M. V. Taylor read the 
stamp as (?) NOMI OFFICI, and as such it appears in that 
publication23 - The vessel is in the possession of Mr. R. W. 
Kaye, of Glen Manor, a director of Messrs. Downing's.

There were fragments of a common black Upchurch vessel, 
and almost the whole of a mortarium in a most peculiar fabric. 
It has the appearance of stoneware, and is of local manufacture, 
being of a clay which has baked to a curious slatey texture,' hard 
and smooth, with a colour between buff, brown and purple. There 
is a feeble attempt at slip decoration in white around the rim. 
This vessel is at the time of writing in my possession.

V. NEWARKE STREET (WEST END), 1926
In July 1926, Messrs. R. C. Alien and Co., mineral water 

manufacturers, commenced to rebuild their premises, now known 
as " Alien House ", at the juncture of Oxford street and Newarke 
street, on the south side of the latter and the east of the former. 
This entailed the removal of the decayed mansion known as 
Oxford House, alias Bankart's House, erected in 1771, which 
with its grounds had occupied the actual corner of the streets (see 
Plan, Plate II).

Considering that, except for the house, the land at this angle 
(extending 120 feet along Newarke street and 100 feet along 
Oxford street) had not been built on for very many years, the 
results from the viewpoint of the Roman cemetery were rather 
disappointing. A vigilant watch was kept on the excavations by 
the present writer, however, with the keen assistance of Mr. 
Percy Alien, and as a result we are able to record three distinct 
interments. These were :

23/..R.S., vol. xiv, p. 225 (1924).
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(i.) Perfect skeleton of aged female, head at west and feet at 
east, 6 ft. 6 in. from surface, lying on top of the clay 
stratum. No associated pottery was found.

(ii.) Small poculum of Castor ware, 11 - 2 cm. high, coated with a 
dull metallic brown engobe, the centre bearing a zonal 
decoration of incised wavy lines. It was associated with 
the skeleton of a middle-aged man. This burial was 15 
feet from No. (i) and was at the same depth from the 
surface (Plate V, No. 2).

(iii.) Body of adult male, somewhat disturbed and only five feet 
from the surface, accompanied by a broken jug of buff- 
coloured Salopian ware painted with red horizontal bands, 
similar to the New Forest types; the neck of the vessel 
could not be found, and the orientation of the skeleton was 
uncertain. This burial was 18 feet distant from No. (ii) 
and to the west of it.

(iv-v.) In addition, the far eastern corner of the excavations 
yielded, in disturbed earth, the scattered remains of two 
other male skeletons, one skull having very massive 
features.

North-west of the interment No. (iii), and 28 feet distant 
from it, was the well of the Bankart house, three feet in dia 
meter, and 35 feet deep, lined with Charnwood forest granite 
blocks. I descended this and dug the bottom thoroughly, 
but there was nothing whatever in it save mud. Courses of brick 
work at the base, indeed, to a depth of two feet, showed that 
during the last century it had been lowered from its original 
depth, a proceeding rendered necessary, I am informed, by the 
sinking of a. rival well across the road, which drew off the 
supply24 .

VI. NEWARKE STREET (CENTRE) 1927
Circumstances arose which rendered it impossible to print this 

Paper in last year's Transactions. This now proves to have been 
not an unmixed evil, for, so late as October 1927, still further

. Leics. Arch. Soc. xiv, p. xxv (Report for 1926); and Leicester 
Mercury, 13 July, 1926.
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interments have come to light in prolific Newarke street. On 
this occasion, the site was in the centre of the street, also on its 
south side, at the juncture with Upper Brown Street and at the 
eastern corner thereof, facing the County Court and Revenue 
Offices.

Here, in the course of deep excavations to make the foun 
dations for Messrs. Rowlett and Sons' new premises, a human 
skeleton with its head at the west end was found only a few feet 
below the surface, under some ancient cottages demolished in the 
course of the work. Though it had been removed before I heard 
of the discovery, I was told there was no pottery with it.

But broken sherds, giving rim sections similar to those 
figured on my Plate I, from the Boot's site, occurred scattered 
throughout the excavation, and there was a remarkable " pit" 
in the earth, over four feet deep, rammed full of human and 
animal bones, some of which latter bear marks of fire. What 
apparently happened was that these (presumed) burials were 
discovered when the cottages were erected years ago, and were 
simply tipped together into one hole, a procedure of which modern 
village sextons are not entirely innocent when working in crowded 
churchyards. As to the pottery, it was all of common black and 
grey wares with the exception of one fragment of a Salopian 
bottle and part of a fluted Castor vase. None was worth 
preserving25 -

The Southern Extra-Mural Cemetery in General

In conclusion, though it has been the purpose of this Paper 
to pass in review the cemeteries of Rattz only in the light of recent 
discoveries, a few words in general on the subject of this one in 
the Newarke street area, the greatest of those burial-grounds, will 
not be out of place.

The discoveries at Messrs. Alien's, though both nearer to the 
river, and further south, than the generality of interments found 
in this region, are not by any means the furthest removed from 
the site of the Roman boundaries in either direction. For instance,

^Leicester Matt, 19 Oct., 1927, for generalised account.
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when the Drill Hall was being erected in the Newarkes, a cinerary 
urn covered by a tile was found, with other pottery of a sepulchral 
character26 . This spot is still further west than Alien's.

Then, much further south-east than Alien's, on the site of 
Messrs. Morley's factory in Oxford street near Infirmary square, 
a glass cinerary urn containing bones was found27 ; while from 
Lower Brown street, which is both east and south of Alien's, and 
due south of my site No. VI (the latest to be put on record), " a 
black urn, probably an unguentarium " is recorded28 .

So far as the records of excavation at present go29 , then, these 
would seem to be the limits to this principal burial-place of 
Leicester's Romano-British dead, principal in more than one 
sense, for this is the area which has yielded in past years several 
interments in leaden coffins now in the museum. A wide area 
indeed these limits enclose. Between the rows of graves passed 
the traveller along the so-called Via Devana on his way to the 
south; the dust of his chariot wheels would fall upon the tombs 
of those with whose presence too this road had once been bright, 
those perchance whom he knew and loved; and it would be in accord 
with that charming inscription preserved for us by Griiter: Hie 
propter -viam positvs, -vt dicant prceterevntes, Lolli vale !

267Yans. Leics. Arch. Soc. viii, 26 and x, 30. nibid.. in, 112-115 and 220.
28/bid., ii, 106.
29Other references in Ibid, to the Newarke street area are : iv, 242-3,

246-9; vi, 113-114; viii, 11, 25; to Millstone lane : iv, 187; viii, 11;
ix, 15-16; to Pocklington's walk : ii, 275; vi, 113; and viii, 11, 25.
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