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I.—Church of St. Peter. Belgrave
By Albert Herbert, F.R.I.B.A.

As one turns from the busy thoroughfare that leads through 
suburban Belgrave from the centre of modern Leicester, the 
church of St. Peter is seen to close in a small old-world area, 
known as the Church Road, which has fortunately survived 
unaltered since the 18th century.* This placid and sequestered 
nook has been in no way spoilt by recent developments, and, 
despite the encroachment of the mass of uninteresting cottage 
property in the early years of the present century, the environs 
of St. Peter's church still retain their quiet charm. Long may 
they continue to do so.

In bygone times, when the present open ground stretched 
down to the water meadows of the neighbouring river Soar, then 
unpolluted by the outpourings of dyers' vats and the effluent of 
the City Sewage Farm, this tranquil charm extended to the 
locality. Beyond the river, the picturesque outline of Leicester 
abbey and its outbuildings would be seen, and, rather more to 
the west, St. Sunday's (i.e. the North) bridge, and towards the 
east St. Margaret's tower, with the rising ground of the Dane 
Hills beyond.

The church consists of nave, north and south aisles, tower 
of three stages, chancel, and modern vestries on the north side. 
The tower and the south door are the only remains of the earliest 
work, i.e. Transitional Norman. Of these, the doorway would 
appear to be of the earlier date, and it would therefore seem that 
this has either been brought from some other building and re- 
erected in the 13th century in the present south aisle wall, or it is

"The Church Road is a delightful and self-contained area enclosed by the 
church and two dignified eighteenth-century houses, called respec 
tively Belgrave Hall and Belgrave House, and their gardens. The 
houses are at present in the hands of people who appreciate and 
respect them, and it is earnestly to be hoped that neither of them 
will ever be altered or demolished. The wrought iron gates and 
railings and the generously designed lead work of the Hall are fine 
examples of old craftsmanship which call for special notice. Church 
Road is called " the Gravel " by the older inhabitants of Belgrave.
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BELGRAVE 45

just possible that ttere was originally a Norman aisleless nave, 
of which there is now no trace, and that this door was situated 
at the western end, as in such typical examples as the churches 
at Castle Rising and Iffley. Another possibility is that this 
south door came from the south wall of the hypothetical aisleless 
nave.

In this connection it must be remembered that it is unlikely 
that the present aisles were the first to be erected. There is every 
probability that earlier aisles did exist, and these of lesser width, 
and the question then arises as to what happened to this doorway 
in the intervening time. There are plenty of instances of such 
features as arches, windows and doorways being taken down and 
re-erected in new positions once, but it is not usual for this 
process to be repeated.

The south aisle is of earlier date than the north aisle, and 
contains original plate traceried windows in the side wall and 
has no external plinth. On the other hand, the north aisle has 
windows with forking tracery and a plinth.

The arcades, each of four bays, belong to the 13th century; 
but in this case the earlier one is on the north side, as is shown by 
the distinctive water bases, in contrast with the roll moulded 
bases to the piers on the south side. The arches are of two 
chamfered orders; the pier capitals are quatrefoil in plan. The 
piers consist of four semi-cylindrical engaged shafts separated 
by narrow fillets. The carved capital of the central pier in the 
south arcade is somewhat out of keeping with its neighbours, 
and may have been introduced later. Indeed, there may have 
been a certain amount of rebuilding in both arcades, for new 
stones are inserted at various points. The architectural details 
of the arcades suggest that the aisles were erected some con 
siderable time before the arcades were inserted in the nave walls.

The stones used in the arcades and the dressings generally 
(except modern insertions) is fine-grained sandstone from Attle- 
borough, near Nuneaton.

TOWER. In the copper plate engraving in Nichols1 History, 
the tower is shown as being of two stages in height with a small, 
wooden spire covered with lead. There are no signs in the 
structure to suggest that a stone spire was ever contemplated.
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The buttresses of the tower were put up in the late 14th century, 
at about the same time as the highest stage (which has a two- 
light window on each of the cardinal faces) was added.

The Norman pointed tpwer arch is clearly of transitional 
date, and it will be noted that the orders of the arch are 
chamfered.. There is a blocked-up opening over this arch, which, 
because of wall plastering in the nave, can be traced on the belfry 
side only. The opening may have fulfilled the purpose of a 
serving window and enabled the tower sanctus bell to be sounded 
at the proper times.

CHANCEL. The five two-light windows in the chancel, 
together with a sixth, now rebuilt into the vestry wall, belong 
to a type of 14th century work in which great beauty of design 
and very skilful workmanship are manifested. They have richly 
moulded jambs and mullions, and unusually interesting traceried 
heads. The central portions, above the mullions, are of a rect 
angular design set square with cusped sides. The speciality of 
these central portions consists in the radiating, star-like lines 
piercing the junctions of the quatrefoils. Such windows are rare 
in this locality; but there are somewhat similar examples of the 
type at Winchelsea (c. 1310) and Waltham abbey (c. 1330), and 
the departure in design is understood to have been a concession 
to the glass-painter, who was thus given greater scope for his 
subject in the traceried head. Internally, these windows are 
set in deeply splayed linings, the angles next to the wall 
plane having sunk pointed boutels, which are carried verti 
cally into the wave mould of the rear arches. The inter 
vening space between the rear arch and the traceried head is 
coved, and above the rear arch there is a moulded and throated 
label, the lower ends of which terminate in carved stops. 
Obviously, there was once a similar type of window, but of three 
or more lights, at the east end of the chancel, as the remains of 
the original arch testify. The mullions and tracery have been 
renewed in modern times.

The two-light, low-side window in the south wall is modern, 
and may be a replacement; but it should be pointed out that in 
the general view of Belgrave church in Nichols' History there is 
no indication of such a window.
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The. chancel parapets were originally embattled, if Nichols 
is to be relied upon, though a ball flower cornice, without any 
parapet, is now all that appears.

The position of the Priest's door in relation to the window 
nearest to it exemplifies the characteristic indifference of 14th 
century builders to the effects of thrusts and abutments.

The oak choir stalls and wall panelling are quite modern; the 
oak chancel screen was erected in 1879 to commemorate Mr. 
Alfred Ellis, of the Brand, Woodhouse Eaves.

There is a 13th century alabaster tomb in the chancel, to the 
north of the altar, and near it, a 15th century oak misericorde.

Fortunately a door, which until the year 1875 occupied a 
position between the two easternmost windows on the north side 
of the chancel, has been preserved; this now forms the outer 
entrance to the vestry.

The chancel arch, of two chamfered orders, springs from 
the carved bosses, the outer chamfers of the jambs being 
" stopped " at a higher level than is usual.

The sedilia and piscina have ogee arched heads; they are 
very richly moulded, cusped and crocketed, and are contemporary 
with the rest of the work. The engaged pinnacles above the 
shafts are most effective. The general harmony is unfortunately 
disturbed by the incongruous brass tablets on the wall at the back.

Broadly speaking, the older external portions of the church 
are built of syenitic rubble laid in thin irregular layers. The 
top stage of the tower and the upper portions of the clerestory 
wall are of larger stones, from the neighbourhood of Mountsorrel.

The nave roof, at the time the 14th century clerestory was 
added, as well as the roof of the chancel, would be much steeper 
in pitch than the present ones.

The font is made of limestone, and is well preserved; it is an 
example of the bowl type—circular on plan—with the lower 
portion consisting of six engaged shafts divided by the vertical 
dog-tooth enrichment that is characteristic of 13th century work.

The south side of the church is disfigured by an early 19th 
century porch, whose only justification perhaps is that it has 
helped to protect the details of the Norman door, which is
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exceptionally well preserved, from the increasingly destructive 
influence of the smoke from adjacent factories.

At the east of the north aisle are an aumbry and two recesses.
The organ chamber, arch and vestries were added in 1908, 

and the north porch three years later.
The figure of the patron saint, set above the north porch 

opening, represents a very successful attempt made by a modern 
sculptor (Mr. Crossland McClure) to work spontaneously, instead 
of imitating'the style of a long past age.

The total length of the church is 123 feet, 3 inches, and the 
total width of the nave and aisles 66 feet.

There is no trace of ancient glass in any of the windows. 
The tower contains a ring of eight bells, four of which are dated 
1631. Several good slate headstones are to be seen in the church 
yard, especially on the south side.

The three window openings perforating the side of the 
south aisle are set out with no regard to symmetry. All of them 
have plate traceried heads outside and wide splayed jambs inside. 
The eastern and westernmost windows have segmental arched 
heads internally. The central window, with smaller splays, 
has a twice splayed rear arch ("R " on plan).

The east window of this aisle has flatter splayed jambs, and 
the arch over it has a single splay. As will be noted on the plan, 
the mullions and tracery are modern.

The west window of the south aisle has splayed jambs inter 
nally, and the arch above it a double chamfered rear arch. The 
traceried head is modern.

The sedilia presents some difficulty; for the stepped sill is 
set high above the floor line, while the bowl of the adjoining 
piscina is higher still. This is difficult to explain, as the floor 
level, if it was originally higher, must have come well above 
the level of the arcade bases.

The piscina recess is surmounted by a chamfered and pointed 
trefoiled head, and the three sedilia recesses by chamfered tre- 
foiled heads, without the point.
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II.—The Descent of the Manor
By George F. Famham, F.S.A.

When Curtis wrote his Topographical History of Leicester 
shire in the year 1831,, Belgrave was a large village l£ miles north 
by east from Leicester, including Birstall and Thurmaston South; 
it contained 3750 acres of land and had 1904 inhabitants. By 
the Leicester Extension Act, which came into operation on 1 
January, 1892, Belgrave proper, but not Birstall and Thurmaston, 
was added to the borough of Leicester.

At the time of the Domesday Survey, about 1086, Hugh de 
Grentemaisnil held 7 carucates (about 700 acres) of land in Bel- 
grave, then known as Merdegrave. There was land for 6 ploughs. 
In demesne there were 3 ploughs and 3 serfs; and 8 villeins with 
5 bordars and 7 sochmen have 4 ploughs. There was a mill 
rendering 12s. and 24 acres of meadow. Woodland 5 furlongs 
in length and 3 furlongs in breadth. It had been worth 60s. but 
was then worth 100s. (V.C.H. Leicestershire, 1, p. 315).

A smaller manor also in Merdegrave was held at this time by 
Adeliza, the said Hugh's wife, who held one carucate of land; 3 
villeins had land for half a plough. And it had been worth 5s. 
but then only 4s. (Ibid. p. 335).

In the Leicestershire Survey of 1124-1129, the earl of 
Leicester had 12 carucates of land in Mardegrave. (Ibid. p. 347).

According to Nichols' History, iii, p. 172, Robert Blanch- 
mains, earl of Leicester, who died in 1190, gave lands in Belgrave 
to a certain William de Belgrave. The name of William de 
Belgrave occurs in Curia Regis Roll 20, Hilary, 1 John, 1200, in 
conjunction with Simon de Belgrave and Hugh de Belgrave. He 
may be the William de Belgrave mentioned in Nichols' History. 
If this is correct, the family of Belgrave were landowners in Bel- 
grave from the twelfth to the seventeenth century. I cannot, 
however, trace a fairly authentic pedigree further back than a 
certain Laurence de Belgrave, the father of Roger de Belgrave. 
Roger was living in 1293, and married a certain Susan, who, 
Nichols says, was the daughter of Robert Shipton. There were
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several families calling themselves " of Belgrave," possibly cadet 
branches of the same family, living in the 13th and 14th centuries.

The manorial descent in Belgrave is by no means easy to 
trace. The chief lordship, which was vested in Hugh de Grente- 
maisnil in 1086, came to Robert, first earl of Leicester of the 
Beaumont line, in the way that has been so often described in these 
Transactions, and continued to be held by the earls of Leicester 
until the death of Robert Fitzparnel, earl of Leicester, in 1204.

In the partition of the Leicester inheritance after 1204, some 
of the manorial rights in Belgrave seem to have been allotted to 
Saer de Quincy, earl of Winchester,, as part of the purparty of his 
wife Margaret, one of the sisters and co-heirs of the last earl of 
Leicester; for Belgrave is included with Claybrook, Klmesthorp, 
Thorp Arnold and other places as held for 16j fees by Ernald de 
Bosco under Roger de Quincy, earl of Winchester, in the inqui 
sition taken after the earl's death in 1270. (Cal. inq. p.m. 1, p. 
257). These manorial rights seem to have come to the earl's 
eldest daughter and co-heir Margaret, countess of Derby, and 
through her to her second son William de Ferrers, held by him 
as part of the honor of Wynton., and so continued in the 
Ferrers family. But the larger part of the manorial rights of 
Belgrave remained vested in the earls of Leicester, and their 
successors in title, the earls and dukes of Lancaster, until the 
duchy of Lancaster was merged in the Crown on the accession 
of Henry the Fourth, in 1399, to the throne of England, when 
they were held of the king.

This is the probable descent of the chief lordship of Belgrave.
The descent of the demesne tenants, i.e. the resident lords of 

the manor, is much more complicated. We have seen that in 
1086 there were two manors, a large one held by Hugh de Grente- 
maisnil and a small one by his wife. In the Leicestershire Survey 
of 1124-1129 these two manors, with four carucates in addition, 
were held by Robert, earl of Leicester. According to Nichols, 
Robert Blanchmains, earl of Leicester, who died in 1190, had 
enfeoffed a certain William de Belgrave in lands in Belgrave; but 
Nichols does not say that he enfeoffed William in the manor, and 
although the Belgrave family were evidently considerable land 
holders there in the thirteenth century, we have no documentary 
evidence of their holding a manor until the inquisition taken after
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the death of John Belgrave in 1512. This does not, of course, 
preclude the possibility of their having held a manor in Belgrave 
long before 1512, but, if they did, it has not been recorded.

Among the deeds which have recently been acquired by the 
Museum Committee of the Corporation of Leicester is an inventory 
of the possessions of William Byerley, esquire, in Belgrave, about 
the year 1645. This deed describes the property as held in three 
manors, viz., Belgrave's manor, Davenport's manor and Poultney's 
manor. The term "manor" is often confusing in deeds, because any 
person who held any manorial right in a place is called holder of 
the manor; he may hold the manor or he may be a lord with others 
besides him; but, assuming the correctness of these descriptions, 
we must conclude that at some unknown period, three persons 
had acquired manorial rights in Belgrave under the chief lords of 
the fee. We know that the Belgraves had acquired a manor in 
Belgrave before the year 1512, possibly long before. We also 
know that William Wigston and Elisabeth, his wife, had acquired 
another manor in Belgrave before 1521, and that this manor came 
from the Wigstons to the Davenports by the marriage of William 
Davenport with Elisabeth, the daughter and co-heir of Roger 
Wigston, in 1589, and from the Davenports to William Byerley 
in 1641. Respecting Poultney's manor, Sir John Pulteney, of 
Misterton, died on 3 March, 1616/7, seised, inter alia, of the 
manor of Belgrave, held of the king, as of the fee of Winton. 
This last statement rather points to its being a sub-infeudation, 
at some unknown time, of the manor once held by the Quincys, 
earls of Winchester, in Belgrave.

The Belgraves seem to have sold their property in Belgrave 
in the first half of the seventeenth century. Nichols says in his 
History, iii, p. 175, that the lordship of Belgrave, which contains 
something above 1400 acres, still consists of two manors: one 
belonging to John Beaumont, esq., of Barrow on Trent, who is 
the principal landholder, to whom it descended from his relations 
the Byerleys; and the other manor belonging to Archdeacon 
Burnaby and Mrs. Allanson of London. The date would be to 
wards the close of the eighteenth century, and, presumably, 
Nichols knew nothing about the existence of a third manor.

In 1217, Roger, son of Simon de Belgrave, who had joined the 
king's enemies, returned to his fealty and service and had the
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king's letters to the sheriff of co. Leicester to deliver to him his 
lands. 1

In 1277, Hugh de Thornberwe brought a suit against Robert 
son of Roger de Belgrave, Robert son of Laurence, and John, his 
brother, and Henry son of John de Belgrave in a plea of assault 
at Belgrave. 2

In 1279, William de Wodeston, executor of the will of Master 
Thomas de Stanford, parson of Belgrave church, sued Robert son 
of Roger de Belgrave in a plea of having taken his goods and 
chattels to the value of £60. 3

In 1284, Walter the son of Masyn de Belgrave killed Henry 
Grey with a certain knife, and immediately fled to the church of 
Belgrave, and acknowledged the deed before the coroner. His 
chattels are worth 20s. and he was in the tithing of Richard son 
of Ralph de Belgrave, who did not produce him to stand to his 
right. Therefore he is in mercy. 4

N.B.—This is a good instance of the law at that time. Walter 
had committed a felony, for which his goods would be forfeited, 
and Richard the tithing-man should have produced him to stand 
his trial.

In 1288, it was agreed between Sir Ralph, son of Simon de 
Belgrave, on one part, and Sir Robert, son of Robert de Belgrave, 
on the other, that Ralph granted to Robert a messuage in Bel- 
grave, which formerly was the capital messuage of Simon, father 
of Ralph, in Belgrave, and 5 cottages in Belgrave which render 
yearly 12s., 32 acres of land and 6 of meadow in Belgrave and 
Birstall, to hold to Robert for life at a yearly rent to Ralph of 
£4 6s. 8d. for life, and after Ralph's death the property will 
remain to Robert and his heirs for ever.5

In 1288, Brother Robert of Lincoln,, the abbot of Owston, 
John, parson of Erdburgh church, and other ecclesiastics were 
attached to answer Robert son of Roger de Belgrave, the king's 
bailiff of Goscote Hundred, in a plea that they prevented him from

IClose Roll. 25 Oct., 1217.
2De Banco Roll 21. Mich., 5/6 Edward I, m. 99 d.
3Ibid. 31. Mich., 8 Edward I, m. 22 d.
"Assize Roll 457. 12 Edward I, m. 25 d.
SDe Banco Roll 73. Trin., 16 Edward 1, m. 9.
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holding the Hundred*Court at Whatborough on the 31st of 
December, 16 Edward I, by which he is damaged £20. 8

In 1292, Ralph son of Simon de Belgrave sued the abbot of 
Leicester for £13 and 6 robes which are in arrear of a yearly rent 
of 52s. and one robe. 7

In 1292, Robert son of Roger de Belgrave sued Nicholas 
Crisp and others in a plea of assault and robbery at Belgrave.8

In 1293, Alice who was the wife of Roger de Shipton 
demanded a third part of 3 messuages in Belgrave against Robert 
son of Roger de Belgrave. Robert in defence called to warrant 
Roger son of Laurence de Belgrave. 9

In 1294, a fine was levied between Robert son of Roger de 
Belgrave and Letitia, his wife, and Richard son of Robert de 
Belgrave, plaintiffs, and John Peverel of Paston, defendant of 4 
messuages, 5 tofts, 4 bovates (about 60 acres) of land, and rents 
of 4s. and 14 hens in Belgrave. The premises are declared to be 
the right of Robert son of Roger de Belgrave and his heirs for ever.

In 1294, the suit brought by Ralph son of Simon de Belgrave 
against the abbot of Leicester came on for hearing. It appeared 
that abbot William, the now abbot's predecessor, and the convent 
had bound themselves on 23 July, 1286, to pay Ralph a yearly 
rent of 52s. and a robe. At first the abbot denied the amount 
claimed; then he gave up that defence and acknowledged the 
charter of the gift to be genuine, but said that this annuity was 
only granted until the abbot should provide Ralph with some 
church benefice, and that when the church of Estwell, worth 30 
marks yearly, which is in the abbot's gift, became vacant by the 
death of Gilbert of Leycestre, the abbot's clerk, the abbot, as 
patron, offered Ralph letters of presentation. But Ralph refused. 
The jury gave Ralph one year's rent of 52s. and one robe, on the 
ground that by the offer of the presentation, the arrears were only 
due for one year. 10

In 1295, Roger, son of Laurence de Belgrave, and Susan, his

eCoram Rege Roll 112. Trin., 16 Edward I, m. 15. 
?De Banco Roll 93. Easter, 20 Edward I, m. 35. 
SDe Banco Roll 96. Mich., 20/21 Edward I, m. 277. 
9De Banco Roll 102. Mich., 21 Edward I, m. 157 d. 
i°De Banco Roll 103. Hil., 22 Edward I.
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wife, sued Richard de Outheby of Shipton, Robert Sanney of 
Outheby and Roger de Glen for 4 marks each. 11

N.B.—This Roger, son of Laurence de Belgrave, is said by 
Nichols, vol. iii, p. 177, to have married Susan the daughter of 
Robert Shipton, and he also says that there was a monument to 
them in Belgrave church. Roger was dead in 1311, when Richard 
de Belgrave sued Susan who was the wife of Roger son of 
Laurence de Belgrave in respect of 4 messuages in Belgrave.

In 1311, Susan, who was the wife of Roger son of Laurence 
de Belgrave, by Roger de Belgrave, her attorney, sued Richard de 
Belgrave for two parts of a messuage in Belgrave; and she sued 
Lettice who was the wife of Robert the son of Roger de Belgrave 
for a third part of a messuage in Belgrave, and Robert the son of 
Richard de Belgrave for two parts of a messuage in Belgrave, as 
her right. 12

In 1315, a day was given to Richard son of Robert de Bel- 
grave, plaintiff, by William de Belgrave, his attorney, v. William 
son of Richard de Belgrave in a plea of land. 13

In 1316, Ralph, the abbot of St. Evroult, claimed against 
William son of Richard de Belgrave 6 messuages, 3 virgates of 
land and 11 acres of meadow in Belgrave, as the right of his 
church of St. Evroult. 14

N.B.—The abbot and convent of St. Evroult in Normandy 
were the patrons of Belgrave church, to whom the advowson had 
been given by Hugh de Grentemaisnil. (Ord. Vit. ii, p. 256).

In 1320, Roger de Belgrave and Margaret, his wife, sued 
John Rose and Isabel, his wife, for 2 messuages, 80 acres of land 
and 8 of meadow in Houghton and Stretton parva as the right of 
Margaret.15

N.B.—Nichols says that Margaret was daughter and heir of 
Richard de Belgrave.

In 1321, Laurence de Belgrave sued Robert son of Hugh de 
Burstall in a plea of an agreement made between Hugh, father of 
Robert, whose heir Robert is, and Roger de Belgrave, father of

"De Banco Roll 108. Easter, 23 Edward I, m. 146. 
i2De Banco Roll 189. Mich., 5 Edward II, m. 319. 
"De Banco Roll 211. Trin., 8 Edward II, m. 148. 
i*De Banco Roll 215. Trin., 9 Edward II, m. 135. 
i5De Banco Roll 233. Hil., 13 Edward II, m. 33.
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the said Laurence, w%ose heir Laurence is, respecting acquittal 
of service of suit of court in the suburbs of Leicester, wherever 
held, due to the earl of Leicester, for the lands and tenements 
which Laurence holds in Belgrave. 16

In the same year a commission was issued to Richard de 
Belgrave and Roger de Belgrave to levy the scutage of the king's 
army of Scotland in county Leicester at the rate of 40 shillings 
from each fee. 17

In 1322, Laurence the son of Roger de Belgrave sued Roger 
son of Hugh de Belgrave in a plea of acquittal of the service 
demanded of him by the king for the free tenement Laurence 
holds of Roger son of Hugh in Belgrave. 18

In 1323, Roger de Belgrave was appointed keeper of the qastle, 
town and honor of Leicester, and to answer for the issues thereof 
at the Exchequer. 19

In 1324, Roger de Belgrave, receiver of Leicester, was ordered 
to pay to the prebendaries of the church of St. Mary de castro, 
Leicester, the arrears of 10s. yearly from the time when the lands 
of the earl of Leicester came into the king's hand, and to pay that 
sum yearly for so long as the lands are in his custody, as the king 
learns by inquisition taken by the receiver and Robert de Gad- 
desby that Robert, late earl of Leicester, at the time of the 
foundation of the said prebends, granted that sum to the pre 
bendaries yearly to provide a candle of tallow to be burned in 
the church every night, and the same has been paid ever since 
till of late. 20

N.B.—The lands of the earl of Leicester were taken into the 
king's hand after the rebellion of Thomas, 2nd earl of Lancaster 
and Leicester, who was beheaded on 22 March, 1321 /2.

In 1324, Roger de Belgrave acknowledged that he owed 10 
marks to his brother Master John de Belgrave, to be levied, in 
default, from his land and chattels in co. Leicester. 21

iSDe Banco Roll 240. Mich., 15 Edward II, m. 289 d.
"Fine Roll.
i«De Banco Roll 244. Mich., 16 Edward II, m. 161.
"Fine Roll.
aociose Roll.
aiClose Roll.
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In the same year Roger de Belgrave, keeper of certain forfeited 
lands of rebels in co. Leicester, was ordered to deliver to Henry de 
Lancaster, son and (now) heir of Edmund, son of king Henry III, 
the honor, castle and town of Leicester, and all the lands of that 
honor except the castle of Kenilworth. 22

In 1327, Roger de Belgrave and Robert de Sadington, knights 
of the shire, had a writ for payment of £6 for their expenses in 
attending the treaty at Lincoln on the morrow of the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, viz., 4s. a day for 15 days. 23

Roger de Belgrave was appointed a collector of the subsidy 
granted to the king on three occasions, viz., in 1328, 1333 and 
1337. The sheriff of cos. Warwick and Leicester was ordered to 
pay to Roger de Belgrave 18d. a day for his wages so long as he 
shall be employed in executing the king's order appointing him 
and others to survey all the castles, towns, manors, lands, goods 
and chattels that belonged to Roger Mortimer, late earl of March, 
as well as those of other enemies and rebels in those counties. 
This order was extended to include the counties of Northants, 
Rutland and Lincoln.

In the Lay Subsidy of 1332, Laurence de Belgrave, taxed at 
4s. 8d. for his lands in Belgrave, is the only one of the Belgrave 
family mentioned in the roll.

In 1338, John de Belgrave, parson of Belgrave church, 
received a pardon for acquiring in fee without licence from Guy 
Martel the manor of Canewik. [Patent Roll.]

In 1338, Laurence de Belgrave, parson of Esthaddon church, 
co. Northants, sued Edmund, son and heir of Richard de Bel- 
grave, in a plea that though the marriage of the said Edmund as 
well as the custody of a messuage and 6 acres of land and 1 of 
meadow in Belgrave belonged to Laurence, because Richard had 
held his land of Laurence by knight service^ the said Edmund 
had refused the marriage offered by Laurence, and married without 
the leave of Laurence, and had also entered by force on the lands 
and messuage. 24

22Fine Roll. 
23Close Roll.

Banco Roll 313. Hil., 12 Edward III, m. 306 d.
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In 1342, Roger de Belgrave acknowledged he owed Master 
Laurence de Belgrave, parson of Esthaddon church, and Master 
John de Belgrave, parson of Belgrave church, £60; to be levied in 
default from his lands in co. Leicester. [Close Roll.]*

In 1345, John de Belgrave, rector of Belgrave church, and 
Peter de Belgrave, rector of Esthaddon church, granted by their 
charter to the abbot and convent of Sulby and their successors 
all their tenements in the east suburbs of Leicester which the 
grantors had of the gift of Sir Walter de Belgrave, rector of 
Spillesby church, their brother, to hold in free and perpetual alms, 
of the chief lords of the fee, by the right service for ever. 25

In 1346, Roger de Belgrave was appointed a Commissioner 
of Array in the county of Leicester (for the war in Prance). 
[French Roll.]

In 1348, Master John de Belgrave, parson of Belgrave church, 
and Peter de Belgrave, parson of Esthaddon church, and Roger., 
his brother, were summoned to answer the abbot of Sulby in a 
plea of taking a certain pot of the abbot's on Saturday after the 
feast of the Purification, 19 Edward III, in the vill of Leicester, 
in a certain place called Belgrave Gate, and detaining it against 
the gage and pledge, whereby the abbot is damaged £10. The 
Belgraves defend and say that heretofore they gave in free and 
perpetual alms to the abbot and convent and their successors all 
the lands, tenements, rents and services which the said John and 
Peter had in Leicester and Belgrave, and which Roger had in 

. Bosworth (Husbands Bosworth), in return for which the abbot 
and convent bound themselves in writing to distribute certain 
sums yearly and so many masses to be said for the healthful state 
of the said John, Peter and Roger, while living, and for their souls 
after their deaths, and for the souls of Roger and Susan, father 
and mother of the said John, Peter and Roger, and for the soul of 
Laurence de Belgrave, formerly parson of Esthaddon church, 
brother of John, Peter and Roger, and cause 12d. to be distributed 
to 24 poor persons, 12 from Belgrave, 6 from Tburmaston and 
6 from Birstall, etc., with a clause of distress in case of non- 
performance by the abbot and convent; and because the distri-

25British Museum. Add. Charter 21364.
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butions were in arrear, they took the pot in the place aforesaid, 
as parcel of the said tenements, as was well lawful for them to do. 
And they proffer in court the aforesaid writing. And the abbot 
is not able to gainsay the said writing as being his deed, or that 
he is bound to make the distribution, etc., as is aforesaid. There 
fore John, Peter and Roger may go without a day, and the abbot 
is in mercy. 26

N.B.—The full suit is printed.in Transactions, volume xi, 
p. 379.

In 1358, John son of Roger de Belgrave acknowledged that 
he owed £40 to David de Wollore and Henry de Ingelby, clerks, 
to be levied in default from his lands in co. Leicester. [Close 
Roll].

In 1377, John the son of Roger de Belgrave sued the abbot of 
Sulby for a chest with charters in it which the abbot detains.27

In the Poll Tax for Belgrave of the year 1377, John de Bel- 
grave, esquire, is taxed 10s.

In 1381, John son of Roger Belgrave was summoned to 
answer John son of Laurence de Belgrave in a plea of having 
made waste of houses, lands, etc., of the inheritance of John son 
of Laurence in Esthaddon, while he had the custody during the 
minority of John son of Laurence, namely from Easter, 1366, to 
Easter, 1375. John Belgrave says that a certain Joan who was 
the wife of Laurence de Belgrave, the mother of John son of 
Laurence, held of Matilda de Lancastre, late countess of Henaud, 
the said manor by knight service, and so seised, died. After 
whose death the same countess, by her attornies, seized the said 
manor into her hand by reason of the minority of John son of 
Laurence de Belgrave, and by her letters patent, dated at London, 
3 March, 1362, granted the custody of the said manor to John 
Cook, of Leicester, to hold until the said heir came of age. John 
Cook, the same year, sold the said custody of the manor to 
Thomas Wale, of Esthaddon, retaining the mill and certain rents, 
which he sold in 1366 to John de Belgrave; and afterwards in 
1374, Thomas Wale granted to John Belgrave the custody of the 
site of the manor, which custody John Belgrave held from Easter,

26De Banco Roll 356. Mich., 22 Edward III, m. 254. 
Banco Roll 465. Hil., 51 Edward III, m. 16 d.
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1374, until Easter n4nt ensuing, namely for one whole year, 
during which time he made no waste beyond cutting down 18 
oak trees. 28

In 1414, a suit was tried in the Assize Court whether William 
Belgrave, of Belgrave, esquire, unjustly disseised William Tut- 
bury and Elisabeth, his wife, of their free tenement, namely, a 
messuage, 2 tofts, 2 carucates of land, 16 acres of meadow and 24s. 
rent in Belgrave. William Belgrave answers as holder, and says 
that the assize ought not to be made, because long before William 
Tutbury and Elisabeth had anything in those tenements, a 
certain John son of Roger de Belgrave was seised in fee of those 
tenements and rent of the gift and feofiment of Peter Belgrave, 
the brother of John son of Roger, in whose possession they were. 
And William Belgrave proffers in court a charter of John son of 
Laurence son of Roger de Belgrave, in these words " Know all 
men that I, John son of Laurence son of Roger de Belgrave, have 
given and quitclaimed to John son of Roger de Belgrave all my 
right and claim in all the lands and tenements which formerly 
were of Laurence de Belgrave, my father, in Belgrave, and in all 
the other lands and tenements which John son of Roger de Bel- 
grave has of the gift and feoffment of the said Roger, his father, 
and of his grandfather in Normanton, with a clause of warranty 
against my heirs in the land in the counties of Leicester and 
Nottingham. These being witnesses, Ralph Basset of Sapcote; 
Roger Belers, lord of Kirkeby; Thomas Waleys, lord of Onlep; 
Simon Pakeman, steward of Leicester, and others (named). Dated 
Belgrave, Sunday before the Invention of the Holy Cross, 1375. 
William Tutbury and Elisabeth say that before John son of Roger 
de Belgrave had anything in the said tenements and rent, John 
son of Laurence de Belgrave was seised of the tenements and rent, 
and so seised, gave them to William Tutbury and Elisabeth for 
term of lives, by which grant William and Elisabeth were seised 
until William Belgrave disseised them.

Result. William Belgrave wins the suit by the verdict of 
the jury. 29

In 1421, Cecily, who was the wife of John Belgrave, sued 
William Belgrave, of Belgrave, in a plea of a third part of a

2«De Banco Roll 482. Easter, 4 Richard II, m. 203 d. 
29Assize Roll 1524. I Henry V, 1414.
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messuage, 2 virgates of land and 16 acres of meadow in Belgrave, 
which she claims as dower, of the gift of John Belgrave, formerly 
her husband. 30

In 1427, John Belgrave sued Agnes who was the wife of Roger 
Belgrave in a plea of waste of houses, gardens, etc., in Leicester 
which had been demised to her of John's inheritance, as dower. 31

In 1435, Peter Hoton, parson of Belgrave church, was sum 
moned to answer the prior of the house of Jesus of Bethlem of 
Shene, in a plea of £40, which were in arrear of a yearly rent of 
16 marks. The prior says, by his attorney, that Roger, late abbot 
of St. Evroult in Normandy, was long ago seised of the priory of 
Ware, co. Herts., which was a cell of that monastery, and of all 
its rents and appurtenances, including a yearly rent from the 
church of Belgrave, as parcel of the possessions of the said priory 
until the eleventh year of the reign of king Edward III (1337), 
on the occasion of the war with France, when the possessions of 
alien priories was seized into the king's hand, and so remained 
until the parliament held at Leicester in the second year of king 
Henry V, when that king granted certain rents, etc., to John 
Wydryngton, then prior of Jesus of Shene, and his successors. 
The prior won the suit. 32

In 1445, William Belgrave, of Belgrave, esquire, sued 
William Hyde, of Leicester, and others in pleas of debt. 33

In 1447, William Belgrave, of Belgrave, was attached to 
answer the king in a plea of breaking his close at Goseholme and 
dispasturing his herbage with his cattle to the value of 100 
shillings. 34

In 1467, John Belgrave, of Belgrave, gent., and 
others were summoned to answer Margaret Bellers, prioress 
of Langley, in a plea wherefore they broke the close 
of the prioress at Belgrave, and trod down and consumed 
her herbage to the value of £10. The defendants say 
that the prioress ought not to have her action; for long

3°De Banco Roll 641. Easter, 9 Henry V, m. 323 d.
siDe Banco Roll 667. Mich., 6 Henry VI, m. 351 d.
32De Banco Roll 699. Mich., 14 Henry VI, m. 306.

Banco Roll 789. Mich., 24 Henry VI, m. 193.
Banco Roll 746. Trin., 25 Henry VI, m. 24.
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before the issue of the^vrit, a certain Robert Stokton, of Burgh, 
was seised of 8 acres, 3 roods of meadow in Belgrave, and enfeoffed 
John Belgrave, the elder, the kinsman of the said John Belgrave, 
the younger, whose heir he is. John Belgrave, the elder, died 
thereof seised. After whose death, the said lands descended to 
John Belgrave, the younger, as kinsman and heir, namely as son 
of William Belgrave, son of William Belgrave, son of John Bel- 
grave, the elder. 35

N.B.—These four generations are important for the pedigree 
of the principal branch of the Belgrave family of Belgrave. In a 
subsequent suit, in 1473, the prioress recovered 5 marks against 
John Belgrave for damage done to her close at Belgrave on 10 
Sept., 9 Edward IV (1469).

The inquisition after the death of John Belgrave, of Belgrave, 
was taken on 31 October, 1488. By a deed dated 9 March, 1473, 
John Belgrave had given his lands (not specified) in Leicester, 
Belgrave, Thurmaston, Burstall, Countesthorp, Houghton and 
Whatton, co. Leicester, to trustees, Richard Byngham, knight, 
Richard Neel, Robert Willughby, John Shirley, Robert Staunton, 
Roger Sandon and Richard Gillet, now deceased, and John 
Keling, John Reynold, Richard Reynold and John Boton, who 
survive. Richard Belgrave, aged 28 and more, is his son and heir.

A fine was levied in the Octaves of St. John the Baptist, 1496, 
between Thomas Kebell, serjeant at law, Robert Mone, clerk, 
Thomas Coton, Richard Villers and William Smyth, plaintiffs, 
and Richard Smyth and Beatrice, his wife, and Joan Geffrey, 
defendants of 3 messuages, 5 tofts, 80 acres of land, 10 of meadow, 
20 of pasture and 5s. rent in Belgrave and Leicester. The 
premises are declared to be the right of Thomas Kebell and his 
heirs for ever, with warranty against the heirs of Beatrice and 
Joan.

The will of Richard Belgrave, dated 20 Sept., 1508, was 
proved on 15 May, 1509 (P.C.C. Wills, 17 Bennett). Testator 
desires the feoffees of his lands in Syston to stand seised to the 
use of his wife for life, the sum of £6 13s. 4d. to be kept yearly 
for the putting forth of his children William, Anne, Briget and 
Katherine in marriage or other preferments. His debts to be

35De Banco Roll 824. Trin., 7 Edward IV, m. 75 d.
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paid, and the residue of his estate to his children. His executors 
were his wife Margary and his eldest son John Belgrave.

N.B.—As Richard was 28 years old and more in 1488, he 
would be about 50 at the time of his death. He was succeeded 
by his son John Belgrave.

John Belgrave died on 30 May, 1512, and in the inquisition 
taken on 26 Sept., 1512, the jury said that John had died seised 
of the manor of Belgrave, and the manors of Blaby and Countes- 
thorpe. Also of lands in Leicester, Syston, Houghton, Thur- 
maston and Long Whatton. And thus seised, John Belgrave 
made his last will, and appointed'as trustees, Sir Henry Wil- 
loughby, kt., Richard Sacheverell, Ralph Swillington, esquires, 
William Saunders and Robert Clerke. He directed his trustees, 
inter alia, to give certain portions to his two unmarried sisters— 
Ann Belgrave and Katherine Belgrave (both mentioned in his 
father's will). George Belgrave was his son and heir, and aged 2 
years and more (the figure is indistinct).

A fine was levied at Easteru 1521, between Ninian Borell, 
clerk, William Digby, esq., Richard Harbotell, William Ratcliff 
and David Syssell, plaintiffs and William Wigston, the elder, 
esquire, and Elisabeth, his wife, defendants of the manor of Bel- 
grave and 16 messuages, 2 dovehouses, 300 acres of land, 100 of 
meadow, 100 of pasture, 6 of wood and 3s. 9d. rent in Leicester, 
Belgrave, Wartnaby and Carlton Curlewe. The manor, lands, 
etc., are declared to be the right of the plaintiffs, who rendered 
them to William Wigston and Elisabeth, to hold for their lives, 
and after the deaths of both of them, the manor, etc,, will remain 
to Sanche Digby, the son of William Digby, and after his death, 
the whole will revert to the heirs of the body of William Wigston 
for ever.

N.B.—This manor of Belgrave is not the manor belonging 
to the family of Belgrave, but the second manor in Belgrave, 
known later as Davenport's manor. This manor passed to the 
Davenports by the marriage of William Davenport with Elisabeth 
Wigston, and about 1641, from the Davenports to William Byerly, 
esquire, who died about 1653.

Another fine was levied at Easter, 1547, between William 
Wygston, esquire, the son and heir of Roger Wygston, esq., 
deceased, plaintiff, and William Wygston, the son and heir of
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John Wygston, defend**, of the manor of Belgrave and 2 mes 
suages, 2 cottages, 300 acres of land, 40 of meadow, 100 of pasture 
in Belgrave, Thurmaston and Burstall. The plaintiff gave the 
defendant 200 silver marks.

George Belgrave, of Belgrave, died on 27 November, 1557, 
and in the inquisition taken after his death on 24 October, 1558, 
the jury said that George Belgrave was seised of the manors of 
Belgrave, Glen Parva, Syston, Blaby and Laughton, and 26 
messuages, 37 cottages., 8 windmills, 30 tofts, 2060 acres of land, 
2020 acres of pasture, 80 of meadow, 40 of wood, 15s. Id. rent 
and a rent of a pound of pepper in Belgrave, Syston, Glen parva, 
Blaby, Laughton, Houghton, Long Whatton, Birstall, Leicester, 
Thurmaston and Countesthorpe, the fishing in the water of Glen, 
the advowson of Blaby church and a view of frankpledge in 
Syston. And, so seised, George Belgrave made a settlement on 
24 February, 1551, with Robert Farnham, of Quorndon,, in con 
sideration of a marriage had between the said George Belgrave 
and Joan the daughter of Robert Farnham. George Belgrave 
made his will dated 18 November, 1557, and left to Ambrose 
Belgrave, his. son (by a former wife) and heir apparent, all his 
lands, etc., in Belgrave and Syston, saving, however, that he 
willed Joan, his wife, to have the occupation of his manor-house 
of Belgrave, together with the rents and profits during the minority 
of age of the said Ambrose; and if Ambrose died without issue, 
the lands are to go to Francis Belgrave, his second, but eldest 
son by his wife Joan, and the heirs of Francis for ever. Further 
he willed to the said Francis his manor-house of Blaby for life.

Ambrose Belgrave was his son and heir and aged 18 years 
on 13 Dec., 1557. The manor of Belgrave is worth £109 yearly, 
and held by fealty only, and is partly held of the king and queen, 
as of the honor of Leicester,parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, by 
a fourth part of a knight's fee.

Ambrose Belgrave lived to come of age and married one Joan 
Stoughton, by whom he had issue two sons, George and Hastings. 
Ambrose died on 26 May, 1572, seised of the manor of Belgrave. 
By his last will his wife Joan was to occupy his manor and 
mansion-house in Belgrave and other his lands, etc., in Belgrave 
for term of her life. The reversion, after Joan's death, to his 
eldest son George Belgrave and his male heirs, in default to his
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second son Hastings Belgrave and his male heirs, in default to his 
(half) brother Francis Belgrave in tail male, etc. Joan, the 
relict of Ambrose is still living at Belgrave, and Joan the relict 
of George Belgrave, father of Ambrose, is still alive at Blaby, 
and is now the wife of Clement Saunders. George Belgrave is 
the son and heir of the said Ambrose and Joan, his wife, and 7 
years of age.

A fine was levied at Michaelmas, 1589, between William 
Davenport, gent., and Elisabeth, his wife, plaintiffs, and Roger 
Wygston, esquire, defendant of the manor of Belgrave and 20 
messuages, 3 watermills, a dovehouse, 20 gardens, 200 acres of 
land, 60 of meadow, 40 of pasture, 100 of furze and heath, and 
20s. rent in Belgrave, Thurmaston and Enderby.

N.B.—See Ormerod's History of Cheshire, iii, p. 708. 
William Davenport was the son and heir of Ralph Davenport, of 
Henbury, Cheshire. He was born about 1565 and married as his 
first wife Elisabeth, daughter and co-heir of Roger Wygston, son 
of Sir William Wygston, kt., by whom he had a son John Daven 
port, who married Margaret the daughter of Sir William 
Knyveton, bart. John Davenport died in his father's lifetime 
leaving a son William Davenport, aged 7 in 1620, heir to his 
grandfather.

Nichols says, iii, p. 175, that an Act of Parliament was passed 
in 1641, to settle the manor of Belgrave, and other lands in 
Leicestershire, on William Byerley, esq., towards payment of the 
debts of William Davenport, esquire.
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Appendix

Lay Subsidy 133/2. 6 Edward III. 1332.
From Laurence de Belgrave 4s. 8d.

John de Folvill 5s.
Richard Pensax 4s.
William de Radeclif I6d.
Hugh Faber 20d.
Thomas Simonet 2s. 8d.
Beatrice la Lasour 2s.
Henry Carpentar 20d.
Robert Broun I8d.
Robert son of Petronilla 2s.
Thomas Somyr 2s.
Henry de Rerisby 2s.
Ralph Sawey I2d.
John on. the grene 2s.
Nicholas de Cropston 2s.
Roger de Shepeye 2s.
William in le Wro 2s.

	Sum 41s. lOd.

Lay Subsidy 133/26. 1377.
From John de Belgrave, esquire, From Roger Lasour.

10 shillings. John Washeman. 
Thomas Bayly and wife, 4d. Richard Hover. 
Robert Wiken, constable, 4d. John Howorth and wife. 
John Brikusworth, John in the Wro and wife.

2 shillings. William ————— 
Peter Taylur and wife Richard Chepey and wife. 
John ————— Wilkynson and wife. 
Nicholas Sornur and wife William Chapman and wife. 
John Belhised and wife. John in the lane and wife. 
Simon Taylor and wife. Robert Belgrave and wife. 
Thomas in the lane and wife. Thomas Howton and wife. 
John Vasnr and wife. Thomas Ibstok and wife. 
John Sawen and wife. Henry Howeyth and.wife. 
Henry Honilton. William Sclater and wife. 
Margaret Smyth. William Webster. 
Robert Hemory. John, his son. 
John de Barowe and wife. John Tacker. 
William Plaster and wife. Richard Sawer and wife. 
William Talker and wife. Matilda Smyth. 
Robert Cheperd and wife. John Kurtis and wife. 
Roeer Brnkusworth. Peter Barkeby, servant. 
William Vowerkowp. John Scheperd, servant. 
Servant of John de Belgrave. William Lenton, servant. 
William Bayly. Gyles —————. servant. 
John Cart.

Sum 28s. 4d.
Poll Tax 4d. except where otherwise stated. Husband and wife 

were reckoned as one person.
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Uy Subsidy 133/104. 15 Henry VIII. 1524. 
From John Tyllewastell in goods

John Hynde 
William Castor 
Nicholas Brewern 
John Benet 
John Ingyll 
William Collys 
Thomas Brewern 
John Brewern 
Thomas Shepey 
John Clerk, the elder 
John Hynde 
Thomas Orton 
John Clark, the younger 
John Savage 
John Brown 
Robert Benet 
John Thomson 
Thomas Shepey,

the younger 
Thomas Bnkley 
Robert Baylly 
John Crane 
Nicholas Clerk

in wages

in | oods

£26 t£
20s. ,
20s.
20s.
20s. ,
20s.
20 marks
£20
£20
20 marks
£5
20 marks
20 marks
£4

46s. 8d.
£6
46s. 8d.
£2
46s. 8d.

ix 26s.
, 4d.
, 4d.
, 4d.
, 4d.
, 4d.
, 6s. 8d.
, 20s.
, 20s.
, 6s. 8d.
, 2s. 6d.
, 6s. 8d.
, 6s. 8d.
, 2s.
, 14d.
, 3s.
, 14d.
, T2d.
, 14d.

40s. 
£4 
£3

4 marks

12d. 
2s. 
18d. 
16d.

Chancery Proceedings. Series ii, 61/1. 1558-1579.
Orators, Hnmfrey Everarde, of Whittington, cp. Stafford, gent., 

and Anne, his wife, daughter and sole heir of Richard Clerkeson, 
son and heir of John Clerkeson, deceased.

That whereas the said John Clerkeson was lawfully seised (inter 
alia) in fee of the manor of Belgrave, with appnrtenances in Belgrave, 
co. Leicester, and 8 messuages, 10 cottages, 500 acres of arable land, 
100 of meadow, 300 of pasture, 300 of heath or waste ground in Bel- 
grave, the said John, about 40 years ago, by good conveyance did 
enfeoff John Gyfford, kt., and others in the said manor, etc., to hold 
to the said trustees to the use of John Clerkeson and Margery, then 
his wife, and the heirs and assigns of the said John Clerkeson. 
John Clerkeson and Margery, by the consent of the feoffees, entered 
on the manor and premises, and peacefully enjoyed them until 4 
Feb., 27 Henry VHI, 1536, when, by the Statute of Uses, etc., John 
was seised in his demesne as of fee and Margery in her demesne 
as of freehold for term of her life, and about 24 years last past the 
said John, so seised, died. Margery survived, and held, by right of 
survivor, the reversion belonging to your said orators, until 8 
Elisabeth, (1566) when Margery died. But long before Margery's 
death she did prefer one Katherine Clerkeson, her daughter, in 
marriage unto one Belgrave, gent., in consideration of which 
marriage the said Margery did permit and suffer the said Belgrave 
and Katherine to occupy the same manor of Belgrave at Margery's 
pleasure without anv conveyance or assurance made to Belgrave and 
Katherine, paying to Margery a yearly rent of 40s. All the deeds, 
including the feoffment to Gyftord, consequently have come into the 
hands of Belgrave and Katherine and one Ambrose Belgrave, gent., 
who, by colour of the custody of the deeds, unjustly pretend to be 
entitled to the said manor of Belgrave and other premises, and 
have made divers and sundry conveyances of the premises, or some
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of them, to diver3»persons unknown to your orators, to the use of 
the said Ambrose Belgrave, tending altogether to the disinheritance 
of your said orators; and as Ambrose is a man of great wealth and 
substance, and greatly kynned and friended in co. l<eicester among 
the gentlemen and freeholders there, your said orators, very young 
and of little wealth and mere strangers in the said county, are like 
to be without remedy unless your good lordship succour them, etc.

Fine. Mich., 10/11 Elisabeth. 1568.
Between Ambrose Belgrave, esquire, plaintiff, and William Pope, 

the younger, and Agnes, his wife, defendants of a cottage, toft, 
horse mill, garden and common of pasture for 2 cows and 10 sheep 
in Belgrave. Right of the plaintiff.

Fine. Easter, 13 Elisabeth. 1571.
Between John Brnerne, plaintiff, and Nicholas Seyvell, gent., 

defendant of 2 cottages, 2 gardens, 20 acres of land, 4 of meadow 
and 6 of pasture in Belgrave.

Inquisition p.m. Robert Dalby. Series ii, 685/74. Taken at 
Leicester on 23 August, 4 James I, 1606.

The jury say that long before the death of Robert Dalby, to wit, 
on 2 June, 34 Henry VIII, 1542, Thomas Manners, earl of Rutland, 
was seised in his demesne as of fee of the manor of Belgrave in 
Belgrave, co. Leicester, and of 4 messuages, 80 acres of land, 14 of 
meadow and 30 of pasture in Belgrave. And, so seised, the said 
Thomas, on 22 June, 34 Henry VIII, enfeofied therein Robert Dalby 
and one Robert Pyne by his writing indented of the same date, to 
hold the above to Robert and Robert, their heirs and assigns, to the 
use of Robert Dalby and Robert Pyne, who accordingly entered and 
were seised in their demesne as of fee. Robert Dalby died on 30 
Sept., 3 Edward VI, 1549.

Robert Pyne survived him and was solely seised of the said 
property in his demesne as of fee by right of increase. John Dalby 
is son and next heir of the said Robert Dalby and was 8 years old 
at the date of his father's death, i.e. in 1549. Robert Pyne and his 
assigns have taken the issues from the time of the death of Robert 
Dalby.

The property was held of king Edward VI in chief by knight 
service and worth 20 shillings.

Fine. Quindene of Easter, 4 James I. 1606.
Between Robert Hollingworth, plaintiff, and George Belgrave, 

knight, defendant of 11 cottages, 8 acres of land, 2 of meadow, 4 of 
pasture and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Belgrave. 
Right of the plaintiff.

Inquisition p.m. Thomas Bruern. Series ii, 310/43. Taken 
at Leicester on 27 Sept., 4 James I, 1606.

Thomas Bruern died on 1 September, 29 Elisabeth, 1587, at Bel- 
grave, seised of a messuage and virgate of land in Belgrave. John 
Bruern is his son and heir, and was aged 3 at the death of his father.
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Joan Bruerne, widow, took the issues until 1 Sept., 42 Elisabeth, 
1600, on which day Joan died.

Inquisition p.m. Roger Wigston. Series ii. File 337-80. 
Taken 21 September, 7 James I. 1609.

The jury say that Roger Wigston died seised of the manor of 
Belgrave, co. Leicester, and of divers messuages, lands, rents, 
services, etc., in Belgrave, to the said messuage belonging, and of a 
watermill in Belgrave, and of divers lands and tenements in Belgrave 
late in the tenure of a certain Richard Savage, and late parcel of 
the possessions of tbe dissolved monastery de pratis of Leicester; 
and of 2 messuage or tenements and 3 virgates of land and a 
meadow in Belgrave, formerly in the tenure of John Bryan and now 
of Thomas Brewerne and William Jurden; and of a messuage and 
divers lands now in the tenure of Richard Sheepy; and of 3 cottages 
in Belgrave, in the occupation of Thomas Hericke, William Kendall 
and others, late parcel of the possessions of the dissolved priory of 
Kirbie Sellers; and of a messuage, a croft and 2 bpvates of land 
late in the tenure of William Litherland and now of William Welche; 
and of a messuage and H virgates of land and a toft abutting on 
Davy Canell late in the tenure of Thomas Orton and Margaret, his 
wife, in Belgrave and now in the tenure of John Orton; and of a 
messuage and divers lands late in the tenure of John Brewerne and 
Alice, his wife, and now in the tenure of Thomas Brewerne; and a 
cottage and croft in Belgrave late in the tenure of John Revells, 
and a cottage in tenure of John Woodcocke, and a cottage and close 
late in tenure of Thomas Bnckley and now of Francis Kilbie, Richard 
Sheepey and Robert Sheepey, to the dissolved monastery of 
Gracedewe lately belonging; and of a message, orchard and a close 
and virgate of land late in the tenure of Robert Brewerne, to the 
late monastery of Souleby, co. Northants. formerly belonging; and 
of divers lands, meadow and pasture late in the tenure of Thomas 
Brewerne, the elder, and now of George Orton, in Belgrave, to the 
late priory of Drax formerly belonging; and of divers rents, services, 
fishings, etc., in Belgrave, and a parcel of land called Bellholuie 
in Thurmaston in the parish of Belgrave, to the late preceptory of 
Dalby formerly belonging, etc.

Roger Wigston died on 20 November last.

Inquisition p.m. John Bruerne, yeoman. Series ii, 310/38. 
Taken at Leicester on 3 October, 7 James I, 1609.

The jury say that John died seised of a messuage and virgate of 
land in Belgrave, and a cottage formerly called Carter's house in 
Belgrave, and 10 roods of meadow in a meadow called Burstall moor 
in Burstall, and a virgate in the fields of St. Margaret, Leicester. 
The messuage and virgate are held of the king as of the honor of 
Leicester, parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, by knight service, and 
are worth Ss. clear.

John Bruerne died on 1 April, 29 Elisabeth, 1587. Thomas 
Bruerne is his son and heir, and was aged 21 at his father's death.

Fine. Easter, 8 James I. 1610.
Between Francis Browne, gent., plaintiff, and George Belgrave, 

knight, and George Belgrave, esquire, defendants of 8 cottages, 8 
gardens, 8 orchards, 5 acres of land, 1 of meadow, 3 of pasture, and
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common of pasture for 18 cows and 70 sheep in Belgrave. Right of 
the plaintiff who gave the defendants £80.

Fine. Easter,, 16 James I. 1618.
Between Wolstan Dixie, knight, and Anthony Stoughtou, 

esquire, plaintifts, and George Belgrave, knight, defendant of the 
manor of Belgrave and 3 messuages, a doveiiouse, 3 gardens, 150 
acres of land, 10 of meadow, 20 ot pasture, 2 of wood, 200 of furze 
and heath, 5s. lOd. rent and common of pasture in Belgrave, Ihur- 
mastou and Burstall, and fishing in the water of Soar. Right of 
Wolstan Dixie, and the plaintiffs gave the defendant £400.

Inquisition p.m. John Davenport. Series ii, 382/34. Taken 
at Leicester on 8 January, 18 James I, 1621.

The jury say that one William Davenport, the father of the said 
John, and Elisabeth the wife of the said William, were seised in their 
demesne as of fee, as in right of Elisabeth, of the manor of Belgrave 
and 20 messuages, 3 watermills, a dovehouse, 20 gardens, 200 acres 
of land, 60 of meadow, 40 of pasture, 100 of furze and heath and 20s. 
rent in Belgrave, Thurmaston and Enderby.

A certain Ralph Davenport, the father of the said William, and 
the said William, on 13 August, 9 James I, 1611, by a certain recog 
nisance for recovery of debts at Chesterfield, co. Derby, before the 
mayor of that town, acknowledged that they owed to William 
Knyveton, of Mercaston, co. Derby, bart., the sum of £2000, to be 
paid to William Knyveton on the feast of the«Purification B.V. Mary 
next ensuing.

William Davenport and Elisabeth, on 14 August, 1611, by an 
indenture tripartite made between the said William, by the name of 
William Davenport, of Henbury, co. Chester, esquire, and Elisabeth, 
his wife, of the first part; and Margaret Knyveton, the daughter of 
the said William Knyveton, of the third part; and William Knyve 
ton, bart., and one Thomas Ellis of the second part——William 
Davenport and Elisabeth granted and to farm let to the said William 
Knyveton and Thomas Ellis all and singular the premises aforesaid, 
by the name of all their manor and capital mansion in Belgrave, 
and all lands, tenements and hereditaments thereto belonging in 
Belgrave, Thurmaston and Enderby, to hold to William Knyveton 
and Thomas Ellis, their executors and assigns, from and after the 
death of the said Elisabeth Davenport for a term of 70 years. By an 
indenture made between William Davenport and Elisabeth, his wife, 
and William Davenport and Ralph Davenport, two of the younger sons 
of William Davenport, of the first part; William Knyveton, Thomas 
Ellis, Francis Purefey and Thomas Bagshaw, esquires, of the second 
part; and Margaret Knyveton of the third part; a fine was levied 
accordingly of the manor house of Belgrave, commonly called " le 
Hall of Belgrave," and all the lands to the said hall pertaining, and 
closes called le Bridge close, le Pynfould close, le Dovecoate close, le 
Kylne yard, le Seven acres, le acre att the mylne, le half acre att 
the Abbey hedge, le acre att the Long close bridge, le two acres 
and a half by the bridge, le three acres in the Little meadow, le 
Lammas close, and the 3 mills in Belgrave and Thurmaston, to the 
use of John Davenport and Margaret Knyveton during the life of 
William Davenport the father, and after William's death to the use 
of Elisabeth, his wife, for life, and after her death to the use of 
John Davenport and his male issue, in default to William Davenport,
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second son of William the father and his male issue; in default to 
Ralph Davenport the third son and his male issue, in default to the 
use of the right heirs of Elisabeth; and for default to the use of 
Edward Wigston, of Callcot, co. Warwick, gent., and his male issue.

William Davenport, the father of the said John, Elisabeth, the 
wife of William, and Margaret, late the wife of the said John, are 
living at Belgrave. John Davenport died at Belgrave on 25 October, 
12 James I, 1614.

William Davenport is his son and heir, and aged 7 years, 1 
month and 21 days.

The manor of Belgrave is held of the king, as of his duchy of 
Lancaster, by a fourth part of a knight's fee, and worth £4; but 
worth nothing during the lifetime of William Davenport and Elisa 
beth, and the longer liver of them.

Inquisition p.m. John Dalbye. Series ii, 428/48. Taken at 
Leicester on 20 August, 22 James I, 1624.

The jury say that John Dalbye died seised in fee of a capital 
messuage in Belgrave and a close, and another close called Little 
close containing 1 acre, and 4 virgates of land, meadow and pasture 
and 3 cottages, all in Belgrave. On 4 January, 18 James I, 1621, in 
consideration of £90 paid by Thomas Johnson, he enfeoffed certain 
trustees to hold the property to the use of himself and Anne, his 
wife, for their lives and the longer liver of them, and then to the 
use of Thomas Johnson, of Leicester, the second son of Thomas 
Johnson, of Barkby Thorpe, yeoman, deceased, and the male heirs 
of the said Thomas, and in default to the use of John Johnson, the 
brother of the said Thomas, and his male heirs.

John Dalbye died on 16 January, 18 James 1, 1621. Anne sur 
vived him and died on 1 August, 21 James I, 1623, at Belgrave. John 
Johnson, of Barkby, is kinsman and next heir, namely, son of 
Elisabeth Johnson, deceased, sole daughter of the said John Dalby, 
and aged 24 years and more.

Inquisition p.m. Thomas Bruerne, yeoman. Series ii, 
431/55. Taken at Leicester on 9 January, 3 Charles 1, 1628.

The jury say that he was seised of a messuage and 2 virgates of 
land, meadow and pasture, in Belgrave, and a cottage, in Belgrave 
now or late in the occupation of John Marston, and another cottage 
called Carter's house in the tenure of William Harrison, and a piece 
of meadow in Belgrave in a field called Burstall moor containing 
10 roods, and a virgate of land in the fields of Leicester, and 1 acre 
in the parish of St. Margaret, Leicester. Thomas Bruerne died on 
8 August, 2 Charles I. William Bruerne is brother and next heir, 
and was aged 9 on 15 November last.

The messuage and 2 virgates were held of the king, as of the 
honor of Leicester, and Carter's house was held of the king in chief 
by knight service. The virgate in St. Margaret's parish was held 
of William, earl of Devonshire, as of his manor of Bishop's Fee 
near Leicester.

Fine. Morrow of Trinity, 4 Charles 1 1628.
Between William Cave and Francis Bent, plaintiffs, and George 

Belgrave, knight, and Edward Belgrave, esquire, defendants of 4
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messuages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 140 acres of land, 40 of meadow, 
60 of pasture, 20 of furze and heath and common of pasture in 
Belgrave. Right of, William, and the plaintiffs gave the defendants 
£200.

Lay Subsidy 134/302.
From Sir George Belgrave,

knight
Thomas Johnson 
John Tompson 
Elisabeth Goodall,

widow 
John Dande 
William Smith 
Thomas Beswicke 
Thomas Barrefoote

4 August, 1628.

in lands

in goods

40s. tax 16s.
40s. ,, 16s.
40s. „ 16s.

£4 21s. 4d.
£3
£3
£3
£3

16s.
16s.
16s.
16s.

Sum of tax £6 13s. 4d.

Fine. Morrow of All Souls, 7 Charles I, 1631.
Between Edward Marston, plaintiff, and Edward Belgrave, 

esquire, and Thomas White, defendants of the manor of Belgrave 
and 6 messuages, 5 cottages, 11 gardens, 11 orchards, 180 acres of 
land, 70 of meadow, 150 of pasture and 20 of furze and heath in 
Belgrave. Right of Edmund Marston and his heirs, and he gave 
the defendants £500.

Pine. Octaves of Trinity, 11 Charles I, 1635.
Between Valentyne Mortoft, esq.., and Edward Palmer, gent., 

plaintiffs, and Edward Belgrave, esquire, and Anne, his wife, Edward 
Marston, Thomas White, gent., and Rebecca, his wife, and Edmund 
Marston, defendants of the manor of Belgrave and 6 messuages, 
5 cottages, a dovehouse, 11 gardens, 11 orchards, 180 acres of land, 
70 of meadow, 150 of pasture, 2 of wood, 200 of furze and heath, 
5s. lOd. rent and common of pasture in Belgrave, Thurmaston and 
Burs tall, and free fishing in the water of Sore. Right of Valentyne.

Lay Subsidy 134/322. 1663/4. Hearth Tax. Belgrave.
Thomas Staveley, esq. 8
Charles Byerley, esq 10 
Millicent Thistlewayte,

widow 7
————— Kinnes, clerk,

and John Fisher 6
Thomas Tompson 4
William Gmndy 2
Francis Keene 1
John Welch 1
-———— Noell 2
Robert Chamberlayn 1
Thomas Stanton 1
John Harris 1
Henry Hubbard 1
William Brewerne 4

hearths Richard Yates 1 hearth
„ Thomas Stevenson 1

Anne Devonshire 2
,, Elisabeth Crosse 1

Thomas Knight 2
Anthony Harris 1
Thomas Moore 1
William Moore 1
William Jackson 1
John Needham 1
Robert Coates 4
Henry Berredge 1
John Dawson 3
Katherine Bentley 1
William Slye 2




