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Post-Medieval Cossington
By Florence E. Skillington

VII
"AT Leicester", wrote John Byng in 1790, "begins the now 
overspread, prosperous cotton trade, which, populates and enriches 
all the neighbouring counties : thanks to the Reciprocal Treaty. 
This village [Castle Donington] increases in buildings and 
possesses the comfort of coals at 6d. per hundred." 1 But his 
pounce was hardly returned to its box when the tide of agricul 
tural prosperity ceased to flow, and men left the land for canal- 
building and other work.

The canalising of the Soar and the Wreak, which was effected 
between 1790 and 1794, made a number of practical differences to 
Cossington. The course of the Wreak was considerably adjusted 
between Syston mill and Cossington mill, and the Soar was im 
proved in one place, Raynes's island. Three locks, those at Sileby 
mill, Cossington mill and "the lock on the Wreak in Cossington 
meadow", now called "Walton's lock", modified the natural 
drainage of the parish; and the cut from Thurmaston to the Wreak 
brought a greater flow of water through the last reach of that river. 
The canal was cut through Turnwater close and Turnwater nook, 
and the trustees of William Staveley received £80 in compen 
sation; they spent the money on enlarging a house belonging to 
Staveley's charity. 2

The survey for this undertaking was made by Mr. Christopher 
Staveley, Junr., in 1790, and in 1791 an Act of Parliament, author 
ising the undertaking, was passed. This Act stipulated that the 
charge for wharfage should be l£d. a ton for stone, brick, lime 
or manure for any period less than six hours. For any number 
of days up to six the charge was 3d. a ton, and 2d. a ton for 
every additional day. But no more than 2d. a ton might be 
charged for the wharfage of coal or the use of weighing machines. 
Freights were to be charged at the rate of 2s. 6d. a ton from 
Loughborough to Leicester, 2d. a ton for any one mile, and Is. 3d. 
a ton from Loughborough to the Melton canal; coal cost Is. 2d., 
Id. and 7d. for the same distances; building and road materials 
were carried for half the price of coals; and dung, soil, marl, ashes 
and other manure (except lime) were exempt from tolls provided
i-Torrington Diaries, 8th June, 1790.
^Report of the Charity Commissioners, p. 475.
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that they did not pass a lock, and were used only in the parishes 
through which the navigation passed. Certain men of means and 
position were appointed commissioners for settling any disputes 
between the Canal Company and private persons. A com 
missioner was required to have an annual income of at least £100 
from real estate (not mortgage) in his own right or that of his 
wife, or else personal property worth £.2,000. He might not 
adjudicate in any matter in which he had a private interest. 
Among the numerous commissioners appointed were Thomas 
Babington, esquire, Matthew Babington, clerk, William Babing 
ton, clerk, Mr. Joseph Babington, John Fisher, clerk, and Mr. 
Henry Marshall Goude. The company had a capital of £46,000 
to which Messrs. Thomas Babington, Matthew Babington, John 
Fisher and Fisher Hulse had, with many others, subscribed. 3 On 
Saturday, 22nd February, 1794, the first two boats laden with 
merchandise arrived at Leicester. 4

Mr. Babington had supported this scheme from the first, and 
had been one of the promoters of an earlier bill, which was thrown 
out of parliament in 1786. 5

At about this time agitation for the abolition of slavery was 
initiated in Leicestershire. Mr. Thomas Babington and his 
brother, Matthew, were among the ten gentlemen who petitioned 
the High Sherrif of the County to call a meeting to discuss the 
matter. The meeting was held on 7th February, 1788, in Leicester 
castle, and strong resolutions, condemning the slave trade and 
calling for remedies, were adopted.6 Another public meeting 
was held on 1st February, 1792, "to consider the propriety of 
petitioning Parliament for the abolition of the slave trade. The 
business of the meeting was opened by Thomas Babington, Esq., 
in a speech of considerable length., in which he exposed the horrid 
means employed in carrying on the iniquitous traffic, and urged 
in a very forcible manner the necessity of making national exer 
tions to procure the overthrow of the system. Mr. Neal, the 
Mayor, was in the chair, and the meeting was addressed by several 
gentlemen. Among the resolutions adopted was one of warm 
thanks to Mr. Wilberforce, who had moved the abolition of the 
slave trade in the House of Commons, and those gentlemen who 
ably supported him by their convincing eloquence. The late Mr.
3 The Act.
4J. Thompson—History of Leicester in the Eighteenth Century, p. 210. 

p. 181. 6/jnd., p . 190.
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Wm. Gardiner relates in his Music and Friends that 'The great 
champion, Mr. Wilberforce, found an ardent fellow labourer in 
Mr. Babington. It was in the groves of Rothley Temple that these 
philanthropists drew up a statement, extending to two thousand 
pages, of the cruelties practised in the inhuman traffic'."7

Meanwhile, the clergy had not been idle. Certain of 
them, including William Babington, rector of Cossington, 
Matthew Babington, vicar of Rothley, and their relative 
Aulay Macaulay, curate of Claybrook, asked the Archdeacon of 
Leicester, Dr. Burnaby, to call a meeting of protest for the clergy 
of the archdeaconry. This was duly held in the Three Crowns 
Inn at Leicester on 13th March, 1788; and a petition, much 
stronger than the one prepared by Dr. Burnaby, was adopted, 
signed by those present, and taken round the county for further 
signatures. In due course, it was presented at Westminster. In 
1792 the same reverend gentlemen again called upon their arch 
deacon to preside over a meeting of protest; this, at some length, 
he refused to do. The clergy, however, held their meeting with 
out him, and presently dispatched another petition to parliament. 
In all these manoeuvres Mr. William Babington, Mr. Matthew 
Babington and Mr. Aulay Macaulav took active parts, Matthew 
with such zeal that he particularly annoyed Dr. Burnaby.8

His public work led Mr. Babington into politics and in 1800 
he contested, in more senses than one, the borough of Leicester, 
his opponent being the champion of the old Corporation. "The 
two candidates were Thomas Babington, of Rothley Temple in 
the county of Leicester, esq., and John Manners of Buckminster 
in the same county, esq. The poll proceeded by tallies, and was 
continued during fifteen days — the utmost period allowed by law. 
At its close 2,990 voters had polled, and Mr. Babington had a 
majority of 154, with a respectable body of friends unpolled." 
Mr. Babington 's supporters maintained that Mr. Manners tried 
to take advantage of the misery of the poor at that time. "The 
year 1800 was a season of scarcity; and during the Winter, Spring 
and Summer preceding the election, the wants of the poor of 
Leicester had been relieved by the wealthy inhabitants with 
persevering and unexampled liberality." It was undoubtedly an 
expensive campaign. The following Cossington men, who had

p. 202. The reference to Gardiner is Vol. Ill, p. 70. 
aContemporary pamphlet, Dr. Burnaby's Conduct, written by himself.
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qualifications in Leicester, voted for Mr. Babington:—George 
Doubleday, farmer; the Rev. John Fisher; Francis Goode, 
grazier; John Goode, grazier; William Goode, grazier; Hugh King, 
gentleman; William King, esquire; John Kirk, miller; and Thomas 
Simpkin, blacksmith. The great Daniel Lambert, of Blue Boar 
Lane, Leicester, gentleman, also voted for Mr. Babington. 9 
Several of these Cossington voters were Mr. Babington's tenants; 
it is hardly speculative to suggest that they had done well out 
of the land; to vote meant property and property requires cash, 
and the land tax assessment for the same year shows that the 
Babingtons paid 58 per cent, of the land tax of the parish, 
and that owner-occupiers played but a small part in the agrarian 
economy of the village.

Cossington Land Tax Assessment, 1801. 
Proprietor Occupier 
Thos. Babington, esq. Sundry Tenants 
The Rev. Wm- Babington Geo. Doubleday
Jno. Chamberlain, esq. 
Thos. Church 
Brewin's Charity 
Melton Company 
Wm- Dickins 
The Rev. Mr. Dudley 
The Rev. Jno. Fisher 
Henry Green,, esq. 
Henry Goude 
Thos. Gilbert 
Wm- Goodacre 
Wm- F. Hulse 
James Hudson 
Thos. King, esq. 
Proprietors of lands 
in Cossington 
Moley
Jno. Noon, esq. 
Woodhouse Poor 
Wm- Southernwood 
Jno. Soars, etc. 
Leicester Company

Thos. Wild
Himself
Robt. Simons
Wm - Ferneley
Jos. Robinson
Jno. & F. Goudes
Himself
Henry M. Goude
Himself
Himself
Himself
Himself
Himself
John Goude & others

Thos. King, esq. 
Wm. F. Hulse 
George Doubleday

Tax
£45 5 li 

21 0 10| 
1 1 4 
1 12 8 

4 1 
3 2 
8 11 
6 3 

12 
1

18 
13 

1

2
5

11
3

11

4
1
6
0
1

10
8
6

3
3

1 14
1 14
2 12 11

3 5
6 8
5 11

Himself
Fox Cover
Land taken from the
Rev. Mr. Green's Estate 13 0

£113 18 2

G. Doubleday, Assessor and Collector. 10
9Poll book lent to the writer by Mr. Bernard Clarke. Daniel Lambert

weighed 52 stones 10 pounds. 
"Transcribed from the original in Leicester castle by Dr. W. G. Hoskins.
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Mr. Babington retained his seat until 1818, when Messrs. 
John Mansfield and Thomas Pares were elected. He "happened 
to be occupying the chair of the House of Commons at the moment 
when Percival, First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was murdered. On Monday, May llth, 1812, the 
Commons had just resolved themselves into a committee of the 
whole House, and Mr. Babington had taken the chair, when Mr. 
Percival fell under the attack of the infatuated Billingham." 11

In the summer of 1814 Thomas Babington, in partnership 
with his son, Matthew, and Thomas Edward Dicey of Claybrook, 
opened a bank in Leicester; and on 1st January, 1815, they amal 
gamated with John Mansfield and carried on a banking business 
under the name of Mansfield, Babington, Dicey and Babington 
in premises in Gallowtree Gate, Leicester. In 1839, when Mans 
field and both the Babingtons had died, the building was 
acquired by the Stamford, Spalding and Boston Banking Com 
pany, but the business was transferred to Messrs Clarke and 
Philips, later Messrs. Clarke, Mitchell, Philips and Smith. This 
firm went into bankruptcy in 1843.

"Matthew Babington was the third son of Thomas Babington, 
born on 5th September, 1792. At the time of his joining the 
bank, he was not yet 22 years of age, and was then engaged at 
Downing Street, perhaps as a political secretary, but shortly after 
wards came to live at Rothley. He became a justice of the peace 
for the county, took much interest in the local affairs and politics, 
and acted as chairman of the newly-established Midland Counties 
Railway...... He died on 12th August, 1836, in his 44th year." 12
This railway, which was destined to make a permanent scar 
across the parish of Cossington, was sufficiently complete to carry 
Thomas Cook's first railway excursion from Leicester to Lough- 
borough in 1841. We learn from a draft agreement that land in 
the village was sold to the company at the rate of £180 per 
acre. 13 When the line was first built there was a halt at Cos 
sington; but that was abolished subsequently, when provision 
was made for four-way traffic.

HC. J.Billson—Leicester Memoirs, p. 10.
12/bid., pp. 9, 10, 11 and 30.
13S. 12/39. It was proposed that 2 roods 7 poles of the Barn Close should

be sold by Mrs. Fisher Hulse and her trustees to the Midland
Counties Railway Company for £108.
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Thomas Babington died on 21st November, 1837. His 
services to the community and to humanity at large were very 
great, but we cannot rate them higher than those of his prede 
cessors who, for over two hundred years, made two ears of corn 
and two blades of grass grow where only one had grown before.

VIII

IN the thirties of the last century a plague of surveyors and com 
missioners descended upon Cossington. The first was Mr. Curtis, 
collecting information for his Topographical History, which was 
published in 1831. He noted that there were 237 inhabitants 
living in 59 houses, and that the expenditure on poor rates was 
£229 13s. Od. 1 The second was Dr. Bonney, who went through 
his archdeaconry of Leicester like the wrath of God. He visited 
personally every parish in the county, and no detail of church life 
or property was trivial enough to escape his attention. He arrived 
at Cossington on 20th July, 1832, and made the following obser 
vations : —

Population : 283
Patron: Thomas Babington, esq. 
Rector : Rev. John Babington 
Services on Sunday : Two full services

,, in the Week : None 
Sacraments: Six in the year
The Fabric
Tower, covered with ivy, appears to be in a good state.. 
The body of the church consists of three aisles (sic), the 
walls of which appear to be good. The chancel is in good 
order, well drained and spouted. The porch is in good order 
and neatly white-washed. The roofs are apparently in good 
order. The windows are good, and there are sufficient case 
ments in church and chancel. The doors are strong. 
Interior walls are very neat, and have been white-washed 
within the last three weeks. The floors are brick and toler 
ably even. The inner roof appears to be good. The 
interior of the chancel is very neat and has been white-

ij. Curtis—Topographical History of Leicestershire, p. 45.
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washed lately. There are sufficient drains and spouts. 
The graves are too near the wall; in future not nearer than 
6 feet. A little dirt which has accumulated must be 
removed.
Furniture
The pews are fair, some neat, some old, some open seats, 
but the church upon the whole is not well pewed. The 
pulpit is old and painted black. The reading desk is the 
same. An old font of stone in a very green state. A good 
oak table for the Communion. An iron Register chest. 
Four bells, one out of order, to be put right. Ropes good. 
A few hassocks are wanted. Handsome mats covered with 
carpet for the Communion. Strong oak Communion rails, 
lately given. A barrel organ. One stove.
Books
The Bible, dated 1772 and bought in 1783, is in a good 
state. The Prayer Book, dated 1799 and bought in 1808, 
is very fair. The clerk's Prayer Book is bad. A new 
one must be purchased. The ten commandments are hand 
somely painted with half lengths of Moses and Aaron.
Vestments
Two surplices, one good and the other decent. No hood 
found by the parish. A very bad Communion Cloth; a new 
one must be provided. A very bad linen cloth for the 
Sacrament; a new one must be provided. A good napkin. A 
handsome crimson Pulpit Cushion with Tassels. A very 
good pall.
Vessels
A silver Cup. A silver Paten, date 1704. A silver Plate.
A wooden box to collect the offerings.
Churchyard
The Fence is good. The Gate is almost new. No door.
One ancient Churchway, kept neat. Four elm trees.
The Minister
He is resident at the Glebe House, which is in excellent
order and a beautiful place.
Extra Services
On Ash Wednesday, but not on Ascension Day.
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The Parish dark
He is a very respectable man.
Schools
No day school. A Sunday School of 40 boys and girls
supported by £6 paid out of a charity and the remainder
by the Rector.
General
The church rate is 6d. in the £, which raises £24. 2

In 1838 Archdeacon Bonney made a second visitation, probably to 
ascertain if his recommendations had been carried out. He was at 
Cossington on 27th August of that year and made the following 
notes: —

A new window has been put into the chancel by the Rev. 
John Babington. The small door into the Belfrey is not in 
a good state. The interior walls have been white-washed 
since I was here in 1832. The south aisle of the inner roof 
is ceiled between the rafters and white-washed lately. The 
pulpit is not good. The reading-desk needs repair. The 
bells have been put in order, but the ropes are not good. 
The Barrel Organ is removed, being worn out. The Prayer 
Book is worn. A new 4to Prayer Book, dated 1828, has 
been purchased for the Clerk. The surplice is ragged; it 
must be repaired or a new one provided. There is a new 
handsome crimson communion cloth with I.H.S. in front. 
A new damask linen cloth for the Sacrament has been pro 
vided. A door in the church yard belonging to Mr. Babing 
ton is in a bad state. There is a schoolroom for the Sunday 
School. The Church Rate this year is 5d. in the £. 3

The schoolroom mentioned here is the ungraceful rectangular 
building situated between the church and the rectory. It was 
built about 1837 at the expense of the Rev. John Babington. 
About that time, Ratclime Roman Catholic College was founded 
on land which is actually in the parish of Cossington; and the 
Rev. John, fearing for the souls of his parishioners, provided 
greater facilities for teaching them sound doctrine and, possibly, 
general elementary subjects.

In that year, 1838, the Report of the Charity Commissioners,

2Leicester Museum Muniments. 245/5, Vol. 4. 
Vol. 9.
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dated 30th June, 1837, was published. The commissioners who 
visited Cossington found things in a reasonably satisfactory state. 
They reported that Mr. Fisher Hulse's charity had not yet come 
into operation, as his widow was still alive; and that Staveley's 
charity and Brewin's charity, which we have already noticed,4 
were working.

Goude's Chanty
John Goude, by a will the date of which is unknown,
bequeathed ......£ 100...... to be invested, and the interest
applied towards the education of the poor children of the 
parish. After the deduction of legacy duty the remaining 
£90 was in the year 1817 laid out in the purchase of £144 
11s, 6d. Three per cent. Consols, which stock was sold in 
1827, and the purchase money, amounting to £120, 
invested in the names of John Fisher and Thomas Gisbourne 
Babington, on the security of the tolls of Harboro' and 
Loughboro' turnpike trust at 5 per cent, per annum. The 
interest, amounting to £6, is divided equally between the 
master and mistress of a Sunday School, which is attended 
without any further payment by about 40 children. It was 
stated that a day school is not much wanted in Cossington, 
as there are two within easy reach in the neighbouring 
parishes of Rothley and Sileby. 
Bull Piece Charity
The origin of this charity is unknown, but the rents of a 
piece of land in Cossington called the Bull Piece and con 
taining 3A. OR. 4P., have from time immemorial been 
devoted to the poor of the parish. The land which is subject 
to tithe and land-tax, is now held by Samuel Marshall, as 
yearly tenant at a rent of £7 17s. 6d., which after the 
deduction of 3/9 (agent's expences) is distributed by the 
rector among poor objects, according to their wants, in linen 
and sheeting. During the two years preceding the Inquiry 
the number of recipients was 52. This charity is imme 
diately superintended by the rector and his wife, and has 
been very judiciously administered.
Unknown Charity
The Parish of Cossington was enclosed under articles of

"Above, chap. VI.
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agreement, dated 1663, when 30A. 1R. SOP. were set out for 
the poor, and it was directed that all such poor, inhabitants 
of Cossington then and thereafter as should stand in need 
of maintenance should, from time to time, be maintained 
out of the "Platts" or the rent and profits of the same, at the 
discretion of the greater number of the Freeholders of 
Cossington; and that if the profits should amount to more 
than necessary for the relief of such poor, the overplus 
should be employed for defraying other necessary uses of 
the said parish, according to the appointment of the major 
part of the freeholders.
The rental for 29A. 2R. 20P. amounts to £80 8s. Od. The 
difference between the quantity of land just given and 30A. 
1R. SOP. allotted by the award arises from the circumstance 
of a road being included in the latter and not in the former. 
The lands are let by public tender to the highest bidder, 
and the rent is considered fair.

In the years 1834 and 1835 the poor received £28 from the rents of 
this land; in 1835 and 1836 they had £25; the surplus went to 
the general parish fund. The commissioners note that in the 
Parliamentary returns this charity is attributed to one Babington 
Staveley.!5 However, it is clearly the land alloted by the enclosure 
award to the ancient freehold cottagers that had right of common in 
lieu of their commons. It appears that these rights had been 
gradually abandoned. 6

At this point it is worth considering the reminiscences of a 
woman who was born in humble circumstances in the year 1817. 
They throw light on the outlook of such people in those hard 
times.

Old Mrs. Cooke was eighty-nine the 5th of March this 
year (1906). She was the fourth of ten children, who were 
all reared without help, their father being a labourer 
receiving on an average 12/- a week. They lived at Sea- 
grave, two miles from Sileby, and were Methodists, but 
the children were all sent to the Sunday School at the 
Church because they were taught to read better there, for 
this was the only education they had and if any of them

^Report of the Charity Commissioners, p. 475.
6There is still living in Cossington a person whose grandfather remem 

bered the last man to exercise his right of keeping a donkey in the 
Platts.
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was found by their father evading it 'they had the strap'. 
Their mother, who lived to be ninety-one, used to get a 
shin of beef for the week; it was cut into seven pieces, a 
piece stewed each day. The children had the broth with 
their bread, and the meat was saved for the father. But 
they had two small gardens in which were two apple trees 
and a plum tree; and by their gleaning they generally 
acquired enough corn to supply them with bread through 
the winter. Butter was a thing almost unknown to the 
family at home—they had the fat from the beef on their 
bread. 7

Some extracts from the diary of Mr. Benjamin Goodman Cham 
berlain, a young man about Leicester, are printed in the same 
volume. Under 14 July, 1834, he gives us the most gratifying 
item of information the decade affords : "To the Cricket Ground 
to see the match between Cossington and Leicester players—the 
former winning easy".8

IX

WHEN Thomas Babington died in 1837 his affairs were seriously 
embarrassed. Thirty years of public and political life had drained 
his resources of the very large reserves that would have been 
needed to tide over the following twenty years of acute agricul 
tural depression. In 1845 the heir, Thomas Gisborne Babington, 
sold the Rothley Temple estates to his brother-in-law, Sir James 
Parker, and ceased to live in Leicestershire. He was also obliged 
to manage his Cossington property very frugally. And this 
condition of things was prolonged by the working of his own will; 
in making provision for his second wife and his daughters, he 
handicapped his eldest son, the Rev. Thomas Arthur Babington, 
and the land. Consequently, the agricultural community in the 
parish was deprived of the support and encouragement that it had 
previously enjoyed.

However, this adversity was to some extent alleviated by the 
enlightened ministry of the Rev. John Babington, brother of 
Thomas Gisborne. He became rector in 1820 and held the living 
for forty years. He lived to a very great age, and sixteen years

^Nineteenth Century Leicester (1935) by I. C. Ellis, p. 73. 
8/bzd., p. 186.
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after his retirement'he was still in touch with his old flock1 He 
was one of the promoters of the Leicester Collegiate School, a 
governor of the Leicester Infirmary, and an active member of the 
Leicester Temperance Society. Round about 1839 or 1840 Thomas 
Cook, the Temperance Society's energetic Secretary, arranged an 
outing for the members of the Society, so that they might avoid 
the Leicester Races, which were then held in September, a warm 
time of year, and were the occasion of holiday-making and con 
viviality. The party proceeded in horse brakes to the Plain Gate, 
between Rothley and Mountsorrel, and then walked over the 
Mountsorrel hills and along the Sileby meadows to Cossington 
rectory. There Mr. Babington entertained them to a sumptuous 
al fresco tea, and addressed them on temperance afterwards. 2

Not long after this the rectory was the scene of a very 
different visitation. In the summer of 1844, one of the agents for 
the Rothley and Cossington estates, young Mr. T. Smith Woolley 
of South Collingham, married. He had not long returned from 
his honeymoon when it became his duty to make a long journey 
for his firm to collect the rents of properties they managed in 
Leicestershire and other counties. He was reluctant to leave his 
bride alone at home, so they arranged to prolong their honeymoon 
by taking this journey together. The Rev. John and Mrs. 
Babington invited them to spend the night following the Leicester 
shire audit at Cossington rectory. All went according to plan 
until some hours after the household had retired for the night. 
Mr. and Mrs. Woolley were then awakened by an intruder whose 
face was muffled to the eyes, and who threatened them with a 
pistol and demanded the rent money. While this was being found 
confederates held up the rector and Mrs. Babington in their bed. 
and prevented them from coming to Mr. Woolley's assistance. 
The thieves escaped with rather more than £1,000 in gold and 
silver, only one tenant, Peter Hancock the miller, having paid 
by cheque. For a long time suspicion was rife in the district; 
practically every dubious character and even merely wild ones 
came under it. Mr. Woolley suffered more than financial loss; it
IThere remains in existence a letter of condolence that he wrote to a woman, 

whose marriage he had celebrated, when her husband, a farmer, 
died very suddenly, leaving her with ten children. It is a quite 
remarkable example of such letters.

2The writer's grandmother, who was a small girl at the time, was always 
quite clear that this outing took place before the famous railway 
trip to Z/oughborough, and was in fact Cook's first excursion.
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was thought that the shock Mrs. Woolley had received caused her 
to be prematurely delivered of their first child, who died. In his 
diary for Monday, 13th January, 1846, the father thus records 
the birth: —

At about i past 4 this morning was prematurely and very 
unexpectedly to My Dear Wife born to me a little Boy— 
the least of all possible Children. There seem to be some 
small hopes of rearing him — which — so manifestly is 
his mother's heart already bound up in him — may God 
in his mercy grant — the trial otherwise will be a sore one 
to her. He was baptised by Anders, in the presence of 
Mamma, Nurse and myself about \ past 9 by the name of 
Henry Ernest. Till late at night when I write this his 
Darling Mother has by the mercy of God gone on 
delightfully. 3

Mr. Woolley's diary for the year 1852 contains three passages
that have a bearing on Cossington : — 

January 13. Cossington Audit
Left home by the first train and travelled to Nottingham 
where I waited an hour and a half, owing to the miserable 
arrangement of the trains. Proceeded to Loughborough 
and thence by fly to Cossington, where I arrived a good 
deal too late, nearly one. I thought poor Mr. Babington, 
whom I have not before seen since the death of his Wife, 
looking miserably ill and depressed, but he rallied after 
wards and talked with his usual energy and cheerfulness. 
The Reception of the money went off much as usual and I 
dispatched Saul with it to L/eicester in good time. After 
dining with Mr. Babington and Mrs. Rose \nie Babington] 
I returned to Loughborough .... 
February 5. Collingham 
.... After breakfast I called at the Rectory to see

'Extracts supplied by Mr. J. W. Clark. In his accompanying letter Mr. Clark 
adds :—"I forgot if I told you the different versions of the result of 
the burglary. Mr. Wigram (aged 91, made a partner in 1867 I think) 
says Mr. Woolley threw a bag of gold out of the window and it was 
found in the shrubbery next morning. Mr. Francis Woolley (grand 
son) says his father told him Mr. Woollev put the gold under his 
pillow and kept it safe. Your father [Mr. Peter Astill] thinks it 
was all lost except his grandfather's cheque. The last version is 
what I have always understood to be the true one, and I think I was 
told it by Mr. Cecil Woolley, the uncle of Francis". Unfortunately, 
Mr. Woolley's diary for 1845 cannot be found.
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glorious Johrf Babington whom I found fired with his usual 
animation. He amused me immensely by recounting that 
he had travelled here with Tom Turner the previous day. 
How two such inveterate and utterly irrepressible talkers 
got on together I cannot imagine, as men do not yet seem 
to have learned the female knack of ail talking at once 
with perfect contentment without reference to the 
possibility of hearing each other.
December g. Cossington Insurances
Leaving home by the first train (7-10) I travelled to Sileby 
and walked thence to Cossington—my object being to take 
an account of the Cossington and Rothley buildings for 
Insurance against fire, the exciting cause of which pre 
caution is the fire that occurred at Astill's Premises the 
other night. I found John Babington in what seemed to 
me a very excited state at first, but he soon returned to his 
normal condition apparently. I cannot but fear however 
that there is mischief at work in his system. I was engaged 
upon my mission until dark which overtook me just as I 
was commencing Rothley .... Passed the Evening in 
reading Keats, of whose work I have read but little 
hitherto. There is much true poetry in them certainly. 

The premises that were burned stand in the village street. The 
old part of the house, which was thatched, and most of the farm 
buildings were destroyed. The latter were rebuilt at the farm 
stead adjoining Clark's Closes, but the house was restored in a 
substantial manner where it was necessary. The early eighteenth- 
century wing, details of which have been illustrated, was not 
affected, except in name, being thereafter not the new but the 
old part.

During Mr. Babington's incumbency a young man called 
George Reeve came to live in Cossington; and the rector soon 
discovered that he had a remarkable capacity for work and for 
saving money. He lent him, therefore, such a sum (it was 
believed to be £50) as would buy a horse drill, the first to be 
seen in the parish. At the proper seasons of the year Reeve used 
to hire himself and his machine to the neighbouring farmers and 
drill the corn that had previously been sown broad-cast. He used 
to begin work as soon as it was light enough to see; and, when 
he had done as much as one farmer had prepared or his horses
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could stand, he took the drill to another, and, with a fresh team, 
set to work on a different field. In October and March he frequently 
did the equivalent of twelve days' work in a week. Between sowing 
seasons he filled in his time with general agricultural work, so 
he was soon able to repay the money he had borrowed. Not long 
afterwards he set tip a thrashing machine, which kept him very 
busy all through the winter. By middle life he had worn himself 
out, and he died in his sixty-sixth year and was buried in Cos- 
sington churchyard on 20th October 1865.4 He left the not 
inconsiderable sum of £3,000. It may be said, then, that the Rev. 
John advanced the community on the way of mechanised agricul 
ture, his uncle and predecessor in the rectory, the Rev. William 
Babington, having taken the first step with his Winlaw winnowing 
machine.

People in Cossington, though short of money, were 
early alive to the value of drainage, and in 1843, the very year 
in which John Reade produced his cylindrical clay-pipe,5 a scheme 
for draining the heavy land at the top of the old great North Field 
was prepared. The contemporary map, which is reproduced in 
this volume, shows exactly where the drains were laid. It is 
probable that the work was not put in hand for several years after 
the scheme was first mooted, and money was being borrowed for the 
purpose in 1861, 1862, 1863 and 1866. 6 It is probable, too, that 
only the worst of the fields surveyed were attempted at that time. 
The work was done well and the drains are still efficient. These, 
however, were not the first drains in the parish. In some of the 
fields a more primitive method was employed. Trenches between 
two and three feet deep were dug and their bottoms filled with, 
slates set edge-ways. The soil was then returned to its place. 7 In 
the twentieth century, when a pipe-drain was being laid, some of 
these earlier drains were discovered in the field numbered 259 
on the 1843 map.

The Rev. John Babington resigned the rectory of Cossington 
in 1860, and was succeeded by his wife's kinsman, the Rev. 
Joseph Mayor, to whom he had sold the advowson.

^Information supplied from the parish register by the Rev. H. S.
Mathias, rector.

SErhle—English Farmers Past and Present, p. 367. 
information extracted by Mr. J. W. Clark from the records of Messrs.

Smith-Woolley & Co. 
TThis appears to be a variant of the method employed by James Smith at

Deanston, which is described by Lord Ernie in English Farmers Past
and Present, p. 366.





COSSINGTON, SHOWING THE FIRST PIPE-DRAINING SCHEME



From a plan belonging to Messrs. Smith-Woolley <&• Co.
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When Mr. Mayor settled in Cossington the village was more 
prosperous than it had been at any time since the Napoleonic 
wars., The people were prepared, therefore, to enter with spirit 
into the fashionable practice of restoration, and, at the rector's 
suggestion, they set about their own church. The work was 
very well done according to the notions then in vogue (but not 
alas, in a way that William Morris or the Society for the Pro 
tection of Ancient Buildings would have wholly approved) and 
it must have cost a substantial sum of money. An experienced 
firm of architects and surveyors, Messrs. Henry Goddard & Son 
of Leicester, was employed; and in the early part of 1864 one 
of the partners, probably Mr. Joseph Goddard, prepared plans 
and specifications. From these we learn that three major objec 
tives were in view, viz., the thorough repair of the structure, the 
provision of new seating and the erection of a new porch and a 
new vestry. With the exception of the vestry, which has never 
been built, all this work was done by about the end of 1867. The 
plan shows that the mullions and tracery of the east and two north 
windows of the north aisle were completely renewed, as were 
those in the east and west windows of the south aisle, and that the 
north, or "devil's", door was built up. The specification for the 
contractor is particularly interesting, and a summary of its main 
provisions follows: —

Such portions of the old stall ends with linen panels which 
are good may be reused in the new work. The old screens 
to be retained in their present position and carefully pro 
tected from injury.8 The modern gallery, reading-desk, 
altar rails and table, the remainder of the present oak 
seating, except the stalls in the chancel, and all other old 
materials to become the property of the contractor and an 
allowance to be made by him for the same, which sum he is 
to state separately on his tender. The contractor may reuse 
such portions of the same as the architects may consider 
sound and good. Excavate a trench. 3ft. 6in. wide by 3ft. 
deep round the whole building, and construct a channel 
of blue brick and Portland cement containing eight drains. 
All graves and grave stones to be removed where necessary

«This provision was not carried out. The screens were taken down and 
pat aside in a loft; and in the course of some thirty years parts of 
them were lost. The remainder were retrieved by a later rector and 
re-assembled as the chancel screen.
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under the direction of the rector and churchwardens. The 
foundations of the walls to the body of the church, tower 
and chancel to be carefully examined and all loose, defec 
tive or unsubstantial portions to be made good by under 
pinning with hard bricks in cement spreading considerably 
from the face of the wall. The brickwork not to show 
above the ground line. The monumental stones, etc., 
within the church to be taken up and preserved for reuse. 
The whole area within the church walls to be levelled and 
well rammed to receive the tile floors. The area of the 
chancel to be excavated and rammed 6 ins. below the 
proper level, to receive a 6 in. bed of concrete for the tiles. 
The earth is to be excavated 1 ft. 6 in. lower than the aisle 
floors under the seats to give ventilation under the pews. 
Nine inch walls in hard bricks in mortar to be laid to carry 
the sleepers and curbs.
The whole of the internal stone dressings of the doorways, 
windows, pillars and arches, all corbels, string courses, 
quoins and whatever stone dressings there may be to have 
all the mortar, whitewash, &c., taken carefully off and the 
clean natural surface of the stone exposed to view .... 
The stone for the restoration of all internal dressings to be 
of the same description as the old, and that required for 
external purposes to be the best well-seasoned Ketton. The 
whole of the bases to the nave arches and tower arch to be, 
substantially underpinned with broad landings in Port 
land cement. The surbase and base to be carefully restored 
to their original features with wrought stone carefully 
jointed and rejointed in with Portland cement. The 
coping and footstones to the chancel that are in any way 
mutilated or defective are to be carefully restored with new 
stonework. Also the tower windows are to be carefully 
restored, and the necessary corbels for the roof trusses, 
belfry and bell-ringers' floor are to be provided. The 
whole of the walls internally to have the present plastering 
removed and to be carefully restuccoed with 3 coat work 
to finish to a very fine sandy surface. The mortar to be 
composed of good lime, long hair and clean., sharp sand 
and mixed in proper proportions and used in a proper state 
and to be finished flush with all quoins and other stone
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dressings. *If any old paintings are discovered on the walls 
during the progress of the works they are to be reported to 
the architects and not to be injured or removed without an 
order from the architects. .... All strings, caps, bases, 
shafts, labels, &c., that are in any way mutilated, defective 
or decayed are to be carefully restored with new stones by 
letting portions into the old stone and carefully run in with 
Portland cement, great care being taken in copying the 
sectional forms of all the mouldings, &c. And all external 
features are to be treated in a similar way. Assist the 
carpenter in removing the gallery, throw open the tower to 
the church by removing the present lath and plaster, &c. 
Walls which may have ashlar surfaces to be restored with 
stone like the original, to be cleaned as other stonework 
and not plastered over. The mural monuments to be care 
fully protected from injury during the progress of the works 
.... The clerestory windows on the north and south sides 
also the windows to the east and west ends of the north and 
south aisles are to have the window jambs, sills, mullions, 
arches, labels and tracery restored to their original features, 
great care being taken in restoring all the original parts 
which have been cut away and lessened to suit windows of 
a more debased period .... The old monumental slabs 
to be resquared and refaced where required and to be relaid 
where directed.... An exact drawing to be made 
showing the present position of the monumental slabs in 
aisles and passages previous to the same being removed. 9 
The font to be cleaned and placed where shewn and the 
steps repaired and to have a proper drain from the bowl. 
The tower, vestry, porch, nave, aisles and passages to be

9The plan shows that there were twelve monuments in the chancel and 
eleven in the body of the church. Seven of the twelve in the 
chancel were close to the east wall, and reading from north to 
south, commemorated William Babington, Catherine and Anne 
Babington, the wife of William Babington, Blank, Revd. 
William Babington, Eliza Lydia Babington, and Jane Gisborne 
Babington; the others, two of which are illegible, were 
near the middle of the chancel on the west of the altar rail, 
and were in memory of William and Anne Staveley, Anne Kate 
Staveley, and another member of the same family. In the body of 
the church there were two alabaster slabs and two slates that were 
illegible and seven other slates bearing the inscriptions : R. B. 1845, 
Robert Fisher 1756, I. F. 1837, M. F. Hoarshaw 1734, Francis Car- 
dale, and W. F. H. 1825.
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laid with 6" red and black Staffordshire tiles. The chancel 
to be laid with encaustic tiles, bedded and jointed in cement. 
Strip the slates off the south aisle and chancel. 
Reslate the north and south aisles in every way and with 
similar materials to those at present on the south aisle. 
Slate the porch, chancel and vestry with Swithland slate 
of the best quality on l£" x f" red deal sawn lath free from 
sap and all defects, each slate to be nailed on with 2 strong 
copper nails.
All new timber to be the very best Memel red deal except 
where otherwise described; the battens for the floors to be 
the very best Archangel; the wood for all the fittings to be 
the best Riga wainscot-oak except where otherwise 
described. The present nave roof to have the tie beams 
scarfed at the ends where they are in any way defective 
with dry well-seasoned oakj the remainder of the roof to be 
taken off and re-instated with red deal according to the 
drawings prepared. The north and south aisle roofs and 
the porch and vestry roofs are to be all new work. The 
contractor is to understand that although entirely new roofs 
of deal, except the beams of the nave roof, are taken in the 
bills of quantities delivered, yet he will be expected by the 
architects to use up in the new roofs such portions of the 
oak out of the old roofs as the architects may consider fit 
and proper for the purpose. The chancel to have the 
plastering taken off from the interior surface as also the 
slating. All timbers which are found to be defective are to 
be properly scarfed and made good with new .... [and 
the whole chancel roof lined with boarding, which can be 
seen at the present time.] The bell-ringers' floor, and the 
bell chamber floor to be repaired and strengthened. I/uffer 
frames for the belfry windows and a step-ladder from the 
church to the bell-ringers floor are to be provided. 
The following fixtures and fittings of new English oak are 
to be provided : inner door to the porch, priests' door in the 
chancel and tower door; also reading desk, altar rail and 
table, and new seats throughout the church. 
The old lead on the roofs of nave and north aisle to be taken 
by the contractor; and the nave roof to be covered with lead 
7 Ibs. to each square foot. Gutters to nave and aisle roofs



POST-MEDIEVAL COSSINGTON 223

to be laid with 7 Ib. lead; the sheets on the nave roof not 
to be more than 2 ft. 6 in. wide, each sheet to be fixed with 
2j in. copper screws. Repair and make perfectly water 
tight the lead on the tower roof. All the old windows to 
be reglazed and the new windows to be glazed with sheet 
glass in quarries set in new lead lights. Prepare and fix 
Moore's patent ventilators. 10

When all this work was completed a special vestry meeting 
was called to allot seats to the various households. Unfortunately 
some pews were considered more desirable than others, so the 
discussion became acrimonious. One of the churchwardens 
Richard Astill, who at that time was the father of five children, 
pressed his claim to a particular long pew; and when the rector 
asked him why he should be favoured he replied : "Because I can 
do most towards filling it!" His claim was allowed, and in due 
course he and his wife justified it by producing five more sons.

During Mr. Mayor's ministry the number of Communion ser 
vices was increased to twelve in the year. They were held on 
the first Sunday in the month after the usual morning service. 
The churchwardens bought a dozen bottles of wine for this pur 
pose every year; and one bottle was used each month, the whole 
of it being consecrated. Not infrequently, there was more left 
over than the rector could conveniently consume after the service, 
and so two or three respectable, elderly men habitually stayed 
behind and helped him "reverently eat and drink the same", as 
the rubric directs.

Mr., Mayor was the last rector to preach in a black gown. 
When he discontinued its use the villagers were not altogether 
pleased, and the churchwardens asked him his reason for the 
change. He replied that the gown was worn out. This did not 
seem to them adequate cause, for their rector could well afford to 
buy another; and so they told him, as tactfully as they could. 
Mr. Mayor then pointed out that it was the churchwardens duty 
to provide a suitable robe for the preacher, and showed them the 
authority that proved his point. "If you buy one," said he, 
"I'll wear it!" But no more was heard of the black gown.

However, in the matter of the Church Lane the parishioners

loj am greatly indebted to Major H. L. Goddard and Miss Diana Goddard, 
grandson and great granddaughter respectively of Mr. Henry 
Goddard, for giving me access to the plans and specifications from 
which these notes are taken.
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were less pliable. The main approach to the church was also the 
most convenient way to the rectory, and Mr. Mayor spent a con 
siderable sum of money on improving the road and planting its 
verges with shrubs and evergreens in the manner of a drive. He 
then locked the gate at the top of it, and expected the people to 
go round to church by the other way. They retaliated by taking 
the gate off its hinges; the rector then put down a more substantial 
gate that could not be so easily manipulated. At this point the 
Rev. John Fisher, of the Hall, who appears to have inherited his 
full share of the Smalleys' arbitrary temper, went down with 
his man, and sawed off the gate-post. Feeling ran very high until 
old Mr. Babington came out of his retirement and gave his nephew 
some elementary instruction in the subject of rights of way. For 
many years the mutilated gatepost stood like a monument of 
battle; but now the only memorial is the gracious dignity of Mr. 
Mayor's trees.

Mr. Mayor died in 1890. His ministrations to the spiritual 
and temporal needs of his parishioners earned their lasting grati 
tude; his little foibles, such as his taste for old port and brown 
rappee, are affectionately remembered; and the fame of his fine 
carriage-horse, Duke, still survives.

THOUGH much of interest, especially in the way of agricultural 
innovation, 1 has happened in the parish of Cossington since the 
year 1890,, it hardly comes within the province of an archaeo 
logical society. We will conclude therefore, with one or two 
anecdotes of the old crusted characters of the nineteenth century; 
and, following a time-honoured custom, we will attend to the 
ladies first.

One fine Monday a certain Mrs. Staples had a great wash of 
articles not in constant use, and she displayed on her line a much 
finer collection of underclothes than village women usually 
possessed. One of her neighbours made bold to mention the 
matter to her. "Eh, Mrs. Staples," said he, "You've set the 
whole village a-clacking. Seven shifts on the line and never a

!There have been capital improvements, such as Dutch barns, mole- 
draining and electricity in the buildings; new implements, partic 
ularly the motor tractor; artificial manures, notably basic slag and 
sulphate of ammonia; and even entirely new crop's, the most im 
portant of which is sugar beet.
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patch on none o* them !" And she replied with spirit: "Aye, 
and the one on me back ain't patched, neether !"

The Misses Hogg were ladies of a different sort. They lived 
in the house afterwards occupied by Colonel Kitchener, and for 
many years carried on a select boarding-school for girls. They 
gave their pupils as sound an education as women could command 
in those days, and made them renowned for the charm of their 
manners and the excellence of their deportment. Their school 
suffered from one serious epidemic, in which two children died. 
Two stained glass windows, depicting respectively the Annun 
ciation and Christ and Mary Magdelene in the Garden, were 
placed in memory of them in the north aisle of the church, near 
where the school sat. At the beginning and end of term an up 
train and a down train were specially stopped at Cossington Halt 
to accommodate the young ladies.

But Cossington's most influential educationist was Miss Jane 
Chester, or Teacher, as she was universally called for forty-six 
years. She had been brought up by a very respectable woman 
called Kitty Hall, who kept a dame's school, and suc 
ceeded to her connection. Her first pupils were taught 
in the ancient cottage next the smithy; but, in due 
course the church school was built by subscription, and 
she became the mistress there. Though she had no paper quali 
fications, she could teach almost more than she knew. All her 
children were well grounded in the three Rs, the Bible and the 
Prayer Book, and she took great pains with the girls' sewing, 
having them to her house in relays in the winter evenings. By 
the time they left school all had made a set of underclothes 
and an apron for themselves, as well as a shirt for a father or 
brother. As time went on and central authority became more 
assertive, Miss Chester was a little bothered by its demand for 
frills, such as singing and drawing; but some of the young ladies 
in the parish rallied round and took the necessary classes. How 
ever, all these little difficulties were overcome when the school 
was enlarged and Miss Tebbutt joined the staff.

The Rev. John Babington left a sum of money to the trustees of 
the school, and they used this to build a house for the headmistress. 
At first Miss Chester paid a nominal rent of five shillings for it. 
Her salary then was about £60 a year, and was paid by some 
education authority which, under the system then in force,
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was able to press the trustees for a larger contribution towards 
the maintenance of the school than the seven guineas a 
year they were paying. The trustees, with Teacher's co 
operation, got over the difficulty in this way : they persuaded 
the appropriate persons that Miss Chester deserved a rise; and, 
when her annual remuneration was increased by £10, they raised 
her rent by £9 15s. Od. The seven guineas was then increased 
to £17 7s. Od.; and every one was satisfied.

This example of rural simplicity brings us to the sterner sex.
Jonathan Ward lived in the pleasant farm-house now called 

the Old Manor, and farmed various lands which, as a glance at 
the 1843 map shows, were well distributed about the parish. As 
a young man he had been a great worker, but in later middle life 
he became very corpulent, and to jog round his various holdings on 
a quiet nag was all that he could manage. When he had finished 
his tour of inspection, he would be likely to sit down heavily in 
his chair in the kitchen and call to his wife: "Mother, mother, 
I'm all of a muck^pother; bring me a jug o' beer!"

Colonel Horatio Kitchener spent the last six or seven years 
of his life in Cossington, and during that time his distinguished 
son, Lord Kitchener, paid one or two visits to the village. The 
Colonel was a genial old soul who possessed high courage to the 
last. He took notice of the village lads, and the greatest com 
pliment he could pay those of whom he approved was to advise 
them to go into the army. Once he caught his own gardener's boy 
helping himself to apples. He held on to the child and called to 
the father (one who did not believe in sparing the rod) to deal 
with him. When the man was within a few yards of his son the 
Colonel released him with the injunction to run like Hell. He 
did, and escaped the whipping. That boy did his twenty-one years 
in the army and looks back on them with pride and pleasure. As 
the Colonel became old his sight failed and he found it difficult 
to get about. So he had a horizontal wire fixed up beside his 
garden paths, and, hooking his walking-stick on to it, marched up 
and down for exercise. At one time the boys who lived in the 
next house were great students of the Swiss Family Robinson, and 
were inclined to experiment with some of the devices the ingenious 
Mr, Robinson described. Once they were playing with three 
weights on a string, that, when thrown correctly, were supposed 
to ensnare birds and animals. The contraption flew over the
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high dividing wall, narrowly missed the Colonel's head as he took 
his constitutional, and ended by crashing through his dining-room 
window. He was much incensed and caused a stiff note to be sent 
to the boys' mother; she replied that she was sorry for what they 
had done and that, if the Colonel would have the window repaired 
and the bill sent to her, she would see that it was paid out of 
their pocket money. This display of what he considered the 
proper spirit so pleased the old gentleman that he never sent the 
bill. But the weights he hung with the knives, shields, spears, 
etc., that he had collected on his travels; and when people asked 
him what they were, he would say that they were the trophies of 
his last engagement.

On his few visits to Cossington Lord Kitchener did not make 
a happy impression. He was remote, austere and reserved; but 
he would give his considered opinions on serious matters to people 
who sincerely desired to hear them. In 1894, when the old 
Colonel died, he had such a conversation with the writer's 
father. They spoke of the little navy party, rumours of war and 
unrest in Europe. Lord Kitchener explained what the various 
powers were hoping to obtain, and he summed up his conclusions 
with the words: "Pray every night that war doesn't come until 
we have rebuilt the navy".

It is a commonplace of recent history that the years 1879, 
1880 and 1881 were extremely bad seasons for agriculture, and 
it is almost as well known that there was a tremendous drop in 
the value of agricultural products in the following years. In 
spite of this, the villagers made a great effort to celebrate the 
Jubilee of Queen Victoria in a proper manner. They succeeded 
in having the best "do" in the district, a precedent that has been 
followed at subsequent Jubilees and Coronations.

So we leave the people of Cossington where we found them, 
expressing their loyalty to the Crown and all that it stands for 
in homely ways, and struggling to improve the land in hard times.
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APPENDIX I

COSSINGTON MILL
THE earliest specific mention of Cossington mill occurs in a 
document of 1248, by which Geoffrey Despenser granted it, with 
other properties, to William de Maisham for a term of twenty- 
four years. 1 John German, in his charter dated Wednesday before 
St. Martin, 14 Henry IV, 1412, mentions his water and fulling 
mills with the separate fishing in the waters of Sore and Wreyke;2 
and, at the inquisition post mortem taken 21 January, 27 Henry 
VI, 1449, the jury found that Hugh Willughby died seised in the 
manor of Cossington of a water-mill worth twenty shillings 
yearly. 3 By a charter dated 27 July, 28 Henry VI, 1450, John 
Jerman gave to Robert Hanson his portion of a mill called Cos 
sington milne, which mill he held conjointly with Margaret who 
was the wife of Hugh Willoughby, knight;4 and in 1477 Margaret 
German let to farm all her moiety of a water-mill and her moiety 
of a fulling mill under one roof in Cossington for ten years at an 
anuual rent of ?63s. 4d. 5 In 1549 the German interest in the mill 
was acquired by Thomas Babington; 6 who in 1559 bought three 
quarters of the rents of the mill, one third of the manor of Cos 
sington and one sixth of two water-mills from Hugh Hollins and 
Isabella his wife. 7 However, Sir Hugh Willoughby still retained 
a small interest in the mill, which he appears to have sold, with 
other properties, to Ralph Whalley in 1595. 8

So far as we can tell, the two manors' rights in the mill were 
amicably adjusted until this time; but, with the advent of Mr. 
Whalley, more serious difficulties arose. In 1597 Matthew 
Babington won a suit against a certain Catesby,9 and in 1602 he 
was successful in another against John Smith, lessee under William 
Whalley. 10 During the Lent Term of 16 Jac. I, Judge Hubbard 
made the following order, which finally settled the matter : —
iFarnham—Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes, Vol. Ill, p. 112. Curia 

Regis Roll 189.
2/bid., p. 122. Rothley MSS. ^Ibid., p. 123. Inquisition p.m.
*Ibid., p. 124. Rothley MSS. On the following day Robert Hanson re- 

conveyed the property to trustees to the use of John Jerman and 
Joan his wife and to the use of Alice Gelot, and her husband John 
Gelot, and their issue.

s/bid., p. 125. Rothley MSS.
6/bid., p. 126. Fine and Rothley MSS.; p. 127. Rothley MSS.
7R. 372.
8Farnham—Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes, Vol. Ill, p. 128 Fine.
9R. 546. l°R. 567.
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It was ordered, with the consent of the parties and their 
council, that the deft. Mr. Thomas Babington shall pay to 
Mr. William Whalley the plainf. the sum of fifty pounds 
for his whole interest and title in the mill in question. And 
the said Mr. Whalley is to assign his lease of two thousand 
years in the said mill to Mr. Babington. Mr. Babington is 
to remit the £5 to Mr. Whalley expressed in a note under 
Mr. Atturney's hand, and the charges also intended in an 
order of the Chancery to have been plied before this trial. 11 

An indenture, sealed and delivered in Cossington mill on 1 May 
1619, embodies this judgement. 12

After this spate of litigation the mill affords very little docu 
mentary evidence. A lease drawn up in 1657 shows that it was 
temporarily in the hands of Richard Hopkins of Coventry, who 
was probably a connection of Anne Babington (nee Hopkins).

Richard Hopkins, of the city of Coventry, esq., lets to 
Thomas Everard, of Rothley co. Iveic., yeoman, his water 
and corn mills and paper mill in Cossington and the ground 
calledtheMilneHolmeadjoiningfor nine years from 1st May 
last past at an annual rent of £26 10s. Od. payable in equal 
portions on llth November and 5th May. The timber is 
excepted and some of the fishing. Dated 25th June, 1657. 
M.D. Thomas Everard is to have such great timber as is 
required for keeping the premises in repair, and Richard 
Hopkins shall pay all tythes. 13

The accounts for the years 1689 to 1706 14 contain a few refer 
ences to the mill, and there are items which suggest that, when 
ever the Babington wagons had gone out loaded, they were 
prepared to return with a consignment of rags for the paper- 
making department.

£ s. d.
1689 The miller for a years wages & washing 5 18 6 
1694 R. of ye miller for 5 strike of new maslin 012 6 
1699 Pd. ye 4 paper millers for 3 weeks 1 15 0 
1705 Ye paper miller Tho. Steers for 30 pounds 

of Eales 7s 6d and 3s 6d for a ream of 
paper 11 0

"R. 642.
12R. 656, R. 657.
«p. 959.
14P. 1036 and P. 1097b.
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We cannot determine exactly how long the manufacture of 
paper was carried on along side the corn-milling; but it had 
certainly ceased in 1827 when Peter Hancock became miller. 
However, it probably continued until nearly then, for the name 
Paper Mill persisted well into living memory.

Peter Hancock was in some respects a remarkable man. At 
a time when most of his neighbours were satisfied with the news 
contained in the Leicestershire weekly papers, he took the Lon 
don Times, a publication that was so little in demand locally that 
it had to be delivered through the post. He invented some eel- 
traps, which proved most profitable, and he fought the last 
exciting law-suit about the river. The miller at Sileby caused the 
trouble by raising the weir-dam there to the detriment of the mill 
at Cossington. Two questions were before the court when the case 
was called at the assizes : (a) had the dam really been raised and, 
(b) did such raising damage Cossington. The second point was 
decided in favour of Mr. Hancock, but the first had to be 
postponed until the floods had subsided and the judge and jury 
could view the site. Peter feared that in the meantime his 
opponent would pull down the offending works, so he set a watch 
every night until the inspection had taken place. He won the case 
and was awarded substantial damages. However, the defendant 
came to him privately with such a pitiful tale of the hardships he 
and his family would endure if the payment were made, that Peter 
Hancock forgave him all the debt. In spite of this, he could 
not be called a "soft" man. It is said of him that once, when he 
was quite middle-aged, one of his employees was impertinent to 
him; he discharged the man by the scruff of his neck and the slack 
of his pants, flinging him over the great half door of the mill and 
his wages after him. Peter Hancock had two sons, who went out 
to Australia in the gold rush; the elder returned and carried on 
the business after his father's death. He was the last miller to 
do tolerably well there; for, though the wheel turned until only 
a few years ago, the times have been against such places. 15

15Some further anecdotes of the Hancocks and their connections the 
Astills will be found in Nineteenth Century Leicester edited by 
I. C. (Mrs. Bernard) Ellis.
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APPENDIX II

THB Will of Matthew Knightley, proved 19th July, 1561.
Testatu Mathei Knyghtley clici recr de Cosyngton 
Sma Invent cviij 1* ijs iijd
In the Name of god Amen the xxjth daye of June 1560 I 
mathew knyghtley clerke pson of Cosyngton in the Countie 
of leic & dioc of lyncolne of good & pfecte memorye co 
sideringe As well the Shortnes of marines lyfe as allso the 
manyfolde dawngers thereof do ordeyne & make this my 
testamente therein cotayninge my Last wyll after this 
forme & manr folowynge ffirst I Bequethe my Soule unto 
allmightye god my maker & Redemer to be associate the 
companye of or Blessed ladye & all the holye sayntes of 
heaven And my Bodye to be Buried in the grave ppared fore 
the same in the Channcell of cosyngton Itm I gyve & 
bequeth to the mother churche of Lincoln xijd Itm I gyve 
and bequethe to the mother churche of Elye xijd Itm I 
gyve & bequethe to the poore folkes of my pishe of fulmrl 
iijli vjs viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the curate of fulmr 
iijs jiijA I gyve & bequethe to the churche of 
cosyngton xls Itm I gyve & bequethe to evrye howsholde 
in cosyngton xij"! Itm I gyve & bequethe to the pore 
people of Sylebye vjs viijd Itm I gyve and bequethe to the 
curate of Sylebie viijd I gyve & bequethe to the poore 
people of Segrave iij s iiijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the 
curate of Segrave viijd Itm I gyve & Bequethe to the poore 
people of Ratcliffe ij s Itm I gyve & bequethe to the curate 
of Ratcliffe viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the poore 
people of Sythestone vjs viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to 
the Vicar there xijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to Sr John of 
Sythestone viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the poore people 
of Rotheleye iij s iiijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the vicar 
there viij<1 I gyve & bequethe to the poore people of 
mountsorell vjs viij'd I gyve & bequethe to the Curate 
there viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the poore people of 
quorden iijs iiijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the curate 
there viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the pore people of 
Barrowe iij s iiijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to the curate

ipulmer, Bucks.
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there viijd Itm I gyve and bequethe to the poore people 
of the Towne & pishe of Bruyde where I was Borne iiijM 
Itm I gyve & bequethe to the vycar of Bruyde vj s viijd 
Itm I gyve & bequethe to the scole in there vjs viijd Itm I 
gyve & bequethe to the poore people dwellinge in bothe the 
bead houses of leic to evrye one of them ijd Itm I gyve & 
bequethe to Wyllma Knyghtleye yf he be alyve liij s iiijd 
Itm I gyve & Bequethe to Sr Thomas Thorpe Landulphe 
de vita christi & in moneye ij s Itm I gyve & bequeathe to 
my nevewe Mr. Roberte cooke A downe Bedde ij pillows of 
downe A bolster of downe all covred wth whyte fustian A 
payre of fustian blanketts & in Moneye xxs Itm I gyve & 
bequethe to my neece gandie xxs Itm I gyve & bequethe 
to my neece mastres cardinall xxs Itm I gyve & bequeathe 
to my god Dawghter Anne Shurleye my greatest pott & 
my greatest panne A payre of fflaxen sheattes xx*' weders2 
Itm I gyve & bequethe to my Cosyne maistres Dorothe 
Shurleye x wedders & my diap table clothe & ij greate 
cusshynes Itm I gyve & bequethe to mastres dorothe 
Bronckysbye my great Charger Itm I gyve & bequethe 
to Mr Thomas Babyngton my best Romlett of malvessey3 
Itm I gyve & bequeathe to maistres Babyngton A cofer wth 
ij lyddes & iij locks Itm I give & bequeathe to mathewe 
watkyn my godson x ewes and in money xls Itm I gyve 
& bequeathe to Roberte Saunders w^ was my svante iij1 
vjs viijd Itm I gyve & bequethe to Richard Garlande 
that was my svante x ewes Itm I gyve & bequethe to 
Richard Wylkins & to emme hys wyffe my Daye woma x 
shepe & A Cowe all these shepe to be sett forthe at the 
discretion of my executors Itm I gyve & bequethe to my 
coke Raulfe peake A fether Bedd that he liethe one A 
Bolster A Covinge of verders4 ij payres of sheates one payre 
of hempin & A Nother payre of harden x lambes & in 
money xxs Itm I gyve & bequethe to wyllm Monncke

2Wedder = A wether sheep.—Halliwell.
3Runlet = A cask or vessel of varying capacity; the quantity of liquor

contained in this.—N.E.D. 
Runlet = Measure of capacity used for wine = 18i gallons. W. H. Prior,

Medieval Weights and Measures. 
Malvoisie also—esie = Malmsey.—N.E.D.

^Verders, c.f. Verdoy 1562. Charged with leaves, flowers, fruits, etc.— 
N.E.D.
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of Sylbie xls we*1 ys due to him if he out live me As it maye 
appere By an obligation Itm I gyve & Bequethe to Sr 
Wyllm™ pollarde my Chaplayne ij fether bedds wch I my 
self Am wonte to lye on w* all things pteyninge to the 
same Bedds my gowne & hoode of browne Blewe5 ij payres 
of flaxen sheats iij of my best kyne xx'i ewes & xxti lambes 
my sarshett typpett & my Srplasse Itm I wyll that my 
bookes shalbe solde & the money to be Bestowed upon 
poore Scholars & other godlye uses. And for the pfor- 
mannce of this my last wyll I ordeyne & make one & 
pricipall of my executores Sr Willma pollarde my Chap- 
laine to whom I gyve full auctoritye & licence to use & 
bestowe for my Soule the ovrplus of my goods unbequethed 
where & when he thinkes the Good & my wyll ffyrst pf ormed 
& fullfylled who shall have for hys paynes takynge in the 
matter ovr & besydes that y* I did geve & bequethe hym 
before vj 11 xiij s iiij*1 & hys costs borne And to help my 
Chaplaine in hys Busyness I ordeyne & make Wyllma 
Moncke of Sylebie my other excecutor who shall have for 
his labour iij 1 ' & hys costs borne And that my wyll may be 
rrewleye & faythefullye fullfullyd I costitute & make Mr 
Frannces Shurleye of Stanton esqueire the supvisor of my 
wyll who shall have for hys Laboure and payne xls And yf 
god call my Chaplayne Sr Wyllma pollarde before my wyll 
be pformed I wyll that Mr Frannces Shurleye do appoynte 
one to supplye his Rowme & have the same auctoritye that 
Sr. Wyllma had Thes Witnesses Sr. John Pelton curate 
off Sylebie mathewe watkyn Roberte wylde & Richarde 
chamberlayne who shall have for their laboures exrye one 
of them iij s iiijd
Probat fuit pus Testatu cora mro Nicho Hawar deputat- 
din Auhini- I,eic. xix Julij 1561 apd Leic. 6

sfilewe c.f. Bluet, ett. ME. A bluish woollen cloth.—N.E.D. 
transcribed from the original in the Leicester Diocesan Registry.
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APPENDIX III 

INDENTURE made 1st January, 17 James I

BETWEEN Henry Sewall of the City of Coventry Alderman, John 
Hearinge of the same mercer, Christopher Warren of the same 
dyer, and Raffe Downes of Wynnall in the county of Warwick 
gentleman of the one part, and Thomas Babington of Temple 
near Rothley in the county of Leicester Esquire on the other. 
The said Henry Sewall, etc., do "grant bargaine and sell unto 
the said Thomas Babington his heyres and assignes ALL and 
singuler the Perquisites and proffiitts of the Court of the Lord- 
shippe or of the late Comaundrye of Rothley in the Countie of 
Leicester by the particuler thereof extendinge to the yerelie value 
of Twentye shillings, and late beinge parcell of the possessions 
of the Lordshippe or the late Comaundrye of Rothley in the said 
Countie of Leicester, and latelie belonginge or appertayninge to 
the Prior Hospitall of Seinte John of Jerusalem in England" 
.... including the profits from all the courts, courts leet and 
views of frankpledge, etc.
Consideration: the sum of 12d paid before the delivery of this 
indenture. 1

lExtracted from the Coventry Corporation Records by Mr. Levi Fox.
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A NOTE ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
COSSINGTON

by 
W. G. Hoskins, M.Sc. (Econ.), Ph.D.

THERE is one question which every village history should attempt 
to answer in its early pages and that is: how old is the village 
as a human settlement? And though the attempt to give an 
answer to this question must nearly always be inconclusive, the 
darkness of the pre-Conquest centuries is nevertheless not 
impenetrable. There is in some cases the evidence of archaeology; 
in others that of the place-name; and in yet others the evidence 
of the map.

So far as Cossington is concerned, there is no archaeo 
logical evidence as to the antiquity of the site and we are there 
fore obliged to fall back upon the meaning of its name and on 
what the map can tell us.

Cossington belongs to that group of folk-names, which are 
"mostly derived from personal names and originally denoted the 
descendants or dependants of a certain man". 1 Of these the 
names ending in -ing are probably the oldest; those ending in 
ingham may be next in antiquity; while those ending in ingtun 
are variable in date but probably in no case later than the end 
of the eighth century. Many names in -ingtun would be much 
older than this, especially if they happen to have been given to 
villages on one of the early routes of invasion and occupation.

Bearing these considerations in mind, what do they tell us 
of the antiquity of Cossington as a village? The name means 
"the farm of Cusa's people", that is the Cusingas. In Domesday 
the name is rendered as Cosintone, in the pipe rolls of 1175 and 
1185 as Cusintona and Cusinton respectively. Thus the local 
pronunciation of the name as Cussingion is the ancient and 
original one and Mr. Skillington is correct in saying that it has 
been used from time immemorial. There is evidence, too, that 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries (to come no nearer 
the present) this pronunciation was the accepted one, for in wills

lEkwall, Dictionary of English Place-Names (1936), xi.
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of that period we find people writing the name plainly as they 
were accustomed to say it.

There is not much doubt that Cossington is an early example 
of the -ingtun type if we observe the situation of the village in 
relation to the earliest routes used by the Angles and to the 
other sites which are known to be early. I should be inclined 
to say that the first settlement was made at Cossington before 
the end of the seventh century at the latest; and that it may have 
been made as early as the first years of that century.

In the first place, Cossington lies in the valley of the Soar 
which, though it was probably not the earliest route used by the 
Angles to invade Leicestershire, was in use before the end of 
the sixth century, and was the obvious means of communication 
between the Trent valley, with its numerous early settlements, and 
the important strategic centre of Leicester.

Secondly, Cossington lies within two miles of, and directly 
opposite, the early Anglian settlement of Rothley, where brooches 
of the sixth and seventh centuries have been discovered, and not 
far from other sites which appear to have been occupied in the 
heathen period of the Anglo-Saxon Conquest. 2 And five miles to 
the south lay Leicester, occupied in all probability very early in 
the sixth century.

Thus there were settlements above and below Cossington in 
the sixth century; and when we observe the admirable position 
of the village to-day it is inconceivable that it was long passed by. 
It lies on a broad level terrace of old river gravels, between the 
flood-plain of the alluvium on the one side and the stiff ungrateful 
Keuper Marls and Boulder Clays on the other. This river-gravel 
terrace follows both sides of the Soar, somewhat intermittently, for 
many miles below Leicester, but at Cossington it reaches its 
maximum width of three-quarters of a mile and provides a stretch 
of several hundred acres of light, well-drained and easily tillable 
land which under natural conditions would have been easy to 
clear and occupy. Not only that, but this broad terrace of good 
land commands both the Soar and the Wreak valleys and must 
have suggested permanent settlement at an early date for 
strategic reasons also. It is difficult to avoid the conclusion,

2An early Anglian cemetery (with cremations) has been found at Kingston- 
on-Soar, on the Nottinghamshire side of the river. There is no 
doubt that the Soar valley, from the Trent up to Leicester (and a 
little beyond) was in use in the sixth and seventh centuries.
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therefore, that Cofcsington dates back as a settlement to the seventh 
century., and quite possibly to the heathen period before 650.

In shape, Cossington is what has been called a "street- 
village", as distinct from the village which is grouped around 
the green (such as Evington or Bitteswell) or the ring-fence 
village (such as Wigston Magna or Great Dalby). Its houses 
lie mostly along a short street with the church at the north end 
and the smithy at the south, the street being originally an old 
track along the strip of the river gravels, with the flood-plain 
on the west and the forested clays on the eastward slopes.

This old way seems to have continued southwards from 
Cossington in a direct line to the edge of the gravel terrace, whence 
it made a crossing of the Wreak valley-bottom and probably 
joined the line of the Fosse Way, some sections of which are 
known to be pre-Roman in date. Indeed, the section of the Fosse 
Way from Leicester to Round Hill, near Syston, probably repre 
sents a Bronze Age trackway along the river gravels. 3 The route 
then led across the wide valley of the Wreak, which there was no 
avoiding, to the gravel terrace on the other side and so down the 
Soar valley through what are now Cossington and Sileby. With 
the coming of the Romans and the construction of the Fosse Way 
from Leicester to Lincoln, the first few miles of this Bronze Age 
track were straightened out and taken over as far as the present 
Melton turn near Syston. Thence the Romans drove their road 
straight across the Wreak and up through the cold high clay- 
lands past Six Hills which pre-Roman man had avoided: the 
Bronze Age track became neglected and disused and eventually 
lost in the alluvial stretches, though it maintained its identity on 
the gravels. Here it must have been plain to see in the sixth and 
seventh centuries, when Cusa's people occupied this good land 
and strung their huts out along the track to make what is now 
the main street of Cossington.

Though the shape of the parish, often reveals something of 
the course of early settlement, nothing significant is revealed in 
the case of Cossington. Here the boundaries run in such a way 
as to include land of all kinds in the 1543 acres of the parish. 
The actual boundaries are mostly natural landmarks: the Soar

3Round Hill barrow, near Syston, and adjoining the Fosse Way, has 
produced a cinerary urn of the Middle Bronze Age (c. 1500—1000 
B.C.)
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on the west, the Wreak on the south, the Fosse Way on the east, 
and on the northern side (except for a short stretch over the 
meadow) a small stream is followed up to its source beyond 
Cossington Gorse. There is, however, a curious enclave on the 
east, where the parish of Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreak crosses the Fosse 
Way and takes a slice out of what is naturally Cossington terri 
tory. The explanation of this is that early settlers at Ratcliffe 
must have cleared and occupied this piece of land at a time before 
parishes were constituted, and the later parish boundaries reflect 
this occupation.

The natural distribution of land in Cossington is clear from 
the geological map. On the alluvium of the Soar and the Wreak 
lay the meadows of the medieval village. The gravels would 
have provided the arable land; the succeeding Keuper Marls 
would perhaps have been under pasture, and the Boulder Clay 
would have been under rough pasture and wood for the most 
part, though in most Leicestershire parishes this natural covering 
of woodland was denuded at an early date and there was a 
shortage of timber for all purposes by Elizabethan times. Thus 
the territory of Cossington included all the different kinds of 
land needed in a medieval agrarian economy.

The Domesday entry relating to the village is disappointingly 
meagre, mainly because it is a mere appendage of Barrow-on-Soar, 
and we have no mention of the population at this time in Cossing 
ton nor any indication of their social status. We are only told 
that there were in Cossington six carucates of land. Mr. Skil- 
lington has shown that here the carucate was of 96 acres,* so 
that only some six hundred acres of the present parish had been 
occupied permanently at the time of Domesday, or scarcely forty 
per cent of the available area. Even in 1124-29, when the so called 
Leicestershire survey was made, the area in use was no greater. 
Nor is there any mention in the Domesday Book of any meadow 
at Cossington, which is curious in view of the situation of the 
village. The 600 acres of land occupied in 1086-1129 are clearly 
on the river gravels, with perhaps a little overlapping on the 
Keuper Marls to the east. In the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, if we may judge by what happened elsewhere, the 
cultivable area of the parish was extended steadily northwards

^Transactions of the Leicestershire Arch. Soc. XVIII, 246-7.
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over the Boulder^Clay until the limits of the parish were reached. 5 
An inquisition taken in 1449 tells us the values of the different 
sorts of land in Cossington at this time.6 Arable land was worth 
three shillings a bovate, which is threepence an acre; meadow was 
valued at twelve pence an acre, and pasture at as much as two 
shillings an acre.

SA. charter of 1325 (Farnham, Leic. Medieval Village Notes, II, 115-6) con 
tains a number of field-names of which two suggest that the boulder 
clay was now under cultivation: Staniland ("stoney land") and 
Stonehow ("the stone hill or barrow"). Boulder clay is, of course, 
so called from the numerous boulders of all sizes which it holds. 
These were by no means an unmitigated nuisance, for in districts 
where stone was scarce they provided a useful source for rough 
walling and foundations of timber-frame cottages.

eFarnham, II. 123-4.








