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Quenby: The Manor and Hall
By George Farnham, F.S.A.

Quenby is a small manor comprising about 700 acres of land 
in the ecclesiastical parish of Hungarton, distant one mile south 
east from Hungarton church and eight miles east by north from 
Leicester.

There is no village of Quenby, and the chief interest is the 
Jacobean Hall built in the first half of the seventeenth century by 
George Ashby, whose family had been landholders in the place 
since the end of the thirteenth century, and only parted with their 
ancestral estate towards the close of the nineteenth century.

It is, however, evident from the deeds printed in the appendix 
to this article, especially the Poll Tax of the year 1377, that at 
that time the population of Quenby must have been far larger 
than it is now.

At the time of the compilation of the Domesday Survey, 
about 1086, Quenby, together with Hungarton, Barkby and part 
of South Croxton, was held of Robert de Todeni, the lord of 
Belvoir, whose successors in title were for centuries the chief lords 
of the place, though we hear little about them in connection with 
Quenby.

We get more definite knowledge of Quenby from the 
Leicestershire Survey of 1124-1129, in which Quenby is returned 
as containing six carucates of land (roughly 700 acres) of the fee 
of Belvoir.

The chief lords of Quenby had enfeoffed a family calling itself 
" of Lincoln " or " of Nicoll ", which is the same thing, as their 
subtenants in Quenby, and the Lincolns in turn enfeoffed the 
family of Noveray of Burton Overy, amongst others, as their sub 
tenants in Quenby, to hold their lands of them by certain services, 
the Lincolns retaining the services which, before the close of the 
thirteenth century, as we shall see, they transferred to a certain 
Roger Wiloughby, of Leicester, by a fine levied in the king's 
court. This transfer is important to the manorial history of 
Quenby, because it was through a marriage with one of the co 
heirs of Wiloughby that the Pochins of Barkby, though then of
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Whissendine, obtained the manor of Quenby, i.e., they held the 
manor under the lords of Belvoir as niesne lords, under whom 
the Ashby family held their manor of Quenby, as demesne tenants 
of the manor.

In 1235/6, on the Aid then granted to the king on marrying 
his sister Isabel to Frederick, emperor of the Romans, William de 
Albini of Belvoir was taxed 43s. 4d. in respect of one knight's fee 
and a half and an eighth part of a fee in Quenby, Barkby, Hun- 
garton, South Croxton and other places., held under him by a 
certain Thomas de Lincoln.

In 1242/3, Peter de Lincoln held three parts of a knight's 
fee in the aforesaid places of the heir of Belvoir.

In an Assize Roll of the year 1247 we learn that a family 
calling itself "of Quenby" was among the free tenants of 
Quenby at this time. Before 1310 Matilda de Quenby, the heiress 
of this family, had married John de Wiloughby and had taken 
three and a half virgates of land in Quenby (some 100 acres) into 
the Wiloughby family, which doubtless came later to the Ashbys. 
But the use of the surnames in this suit is instructive, for the 
father of Henry de Queneby is called William de Baggrave, and 
the brother of Henry is called Robert le Clerk of Quenby, showing 
a multiform use of surnames at this early period.

In 1272 another freeholder was added to the list of holders of 
land in Quenby, when Hamo Beler acquired a messuage, 4 vir 
gates of land, 5s. rent and a moiety of a mill in Quenby from 
certain John de Pontefracto and Alice, his wife, to hold to Hamo 
and his heirs for ever, of the said John and Alice and the heirs of 
Alice by service of one penny at Easter.

The story of the Ashby connection with Quenby commences 
with a purchase of messuages and lands in Quenby by certain 
Richard de Ashby and Alice, his wife, for themselves, the longer 
liver of them, and the heirs of Richard, in or shortly before the 
year 1299.

The name of Ashby does not occur in the Plea Rolls in any 
connection with Quenby earlier than a suit brought by Thomas de 
Lincoln and Christiana, his wife, who was the widow of Robert 
Noveray, against Richard de Ashby and Alice, his wife, in the 
Michaelmas term of the year 1299, in a plea of dower of Chris 
tiana, of the dotation of Robert Noveray, formerly her husband.
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The property from which dower was demanded was 7 messuages, 
9 virgates of land and 5s. 6d. rent in Quenby, and Richard de 
Ashby and Alice called John, the son and heir of Robert Noveray, 
to warrant them the property against the claim of Christiana for 
dower. This points to the probability that Richard de Ashby 
and Alice had bought the property from the family of Noveray, 
and though the Ashbys added to this property by further pur 
chases in Quenby from others, the purchase from the Nove'rays 
seems to have been the beginning of the long connection of the 
Ashbys with Quenby.

In 1304 Richard Ashby bought from William Burnel and 
John, his son, a messuage, 2 carucates of land, 10 acres of wood, 
3 of pasture and 50s. rent in South Croxton.

Richard de Ashby died in the year 1304, and in the inquisition 
taken after his death the jury stated that Richard had died jointly 
seised with his wife Alice of a messuage, lOjvirgatesof land and 5s. 
6d. rent in Quenby, held of Thomas, son of Thomas de Lincoln, 
by knight service, but that the said Thomas had granted this 
service to Roger de Wiloughby by a fine made in the king's court. 
John de Ashby, aged 17 years, was the son and heir of Richard. 
Richard also had died seised on his own account of considerable 
property in South Croxton, besides lands and rents in Barsby, 
Baggrave and Hose.

After the death of Richard de Ashby, his widow Alice entered 
on the property in Quenby of which she was the tenant for life 
as survivor of her husband. Presumably this consisted of 2 
messuages, 2 carucates of land, 5 acres of meadow and rents of 5 
marks, 3s., and a third of a pound of pepper, of which Alice 
complained that she had been disseised by John Noveray of 
Barkby and Isabel his wife, John Noveray of Burton Overy and 
others. This suit was brought in 1305 in the Leicester Assize 
Court and Alice recovered her seisin and damages of 100 marks. 
As Alice remitted the damages it seems probable that the alleged 
disseisin was merely a pretext to obtain a good title to the pro 
perty in a Court of Record.

In 1306 Amice, who had been the wife of Roger de 
Wilughby, John de Wilughby and William de Wilughby, execu 
tors of the will of Roger de Wilughby, demanded the wardship 
of John de Ashby, who was still under age, against Alice the relict
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of Richard de 4shby and others because Richard had held his 
lands of Roger de Wilughby by knight service. Two years later 
Amice seems to have married her ward John de Ashby.

John de Ashby and Amice, his wife, brought a suit at Hilary, 
1308, to compel Ralph de Barnesby to hold to an agreement made 
between them concerning the manor of South Croxton and 10 
messuages, 13 virgates of land, 20s. rent, etc., in Barsby, Bag- 
grave, Quenby and, Hose. At the same time, Alice, the relict of 
Richard de Ashby, and John de Ashby, her son and heir, brought 
a suit against John Noveray, the younger, in a plea that he hold 
to an agreement made between them concerning 8 messuages, 11 
virgates of land and 5s. rent in Quenby. If there was any flaw 
in the title of the Ashbys to these tenements in Quenby, it was 
settled by a fine of Michaelmas,, 1310, in which John Noveray 
acknowledged the right of the Ashbys to the aforesaid property, 
for which Alice and John gave John Noveray £100.

An interesting suit is recorded at Michaelmas, 1324, in which 
John, the son of Richard de Ashby, was summoned to answer 
John de Pynncebek in a plea of impounding 2 horses and 4 oxen 
against the gage and pledge on Wednesday next after the feast 
of St. Gregory the pope, 16 Edward II, (12 March, 1323) in the 
vill of Croxton in a place called Osgoteacre. John de Ashby came 
and admitted taking the cattle, and rightly, for he said that a 
certain Alexander deRotheleheldof his father, Richard de Ashby, 
whose heir John is, a messuage and a bovate of land in South 
Croxton by fealty, homage and scutage, when it happens, and by 
service of 7s. yearly, suit of court at Richard de Ashby's court 
at South Croxton every three weeks, and 2jd. to the castle guard 
of Belver, which said Alexander enfeoffed Roger, son of Roger 
de Somervill, after the Statute of Emptores (passed in 1290) to 
hold to the said Roger and his heirs, and, because the rent was in 
arrear for 18 years, the said John de Ashby took those cattle, as 
was lawful for him to do. John de Ashby won the suit by the 
default of Pynncebek, who did not appear.

N.B.—This is the last reference I have to this John son of 
Richard de Ashby. He was dead in Michaelmas term, 1328, when 
Amice appears as his widow in a suit against the abbot of Croxton.

In 1333 Amice the widow of John de Ashby brought a suit 
against John, the son of John de Ashby (presumably her own son), 
Richard Claver, Robert Randolf and others in a plea that they
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had disseised her of 2 messuages, 3 carucates of land, 10 acres of 
pasture, 10 of wood and 6 marks of rent in South Croxton. The 
jury say that these tenements were once in the seisin of John de 
Ashby, the husband of Amice, which John, by his charter gave 
them to one Ralph de Barnesby, chaplain, who re-settled them 
upon the same John de Ashby and Amice, his wife, and the heirs 
of John. John de Ashby died, and Amice entered on the property, 
and demised it for term of her life to one Edmund de Ashby at a 
yearly rent of 4 marks. Edmund defaulted in the rent, and 
Amice re-entered on the property and continued her seisin of it 
until John, son of John de Ashby, and Robert Randolf disseised 
her. Therefore Amice recovered her seisin by the verdict of the 
jury.

N.B.—Edmund de Ashby was a younger son of Richard de 
Ashby, consequently a brother in law of Amice. He served as 
sheriff of co. Leicester in 1326, and died before the year 1338.

In 1338 John, the son of John de Ashby, brought a suit in the 
Assize Court in a plea that a certain William, the son of Robert 
de Ashby, of Melton, and others had disseised him of the manor 
of Quenby. William, the son of Robert de Ashby, came, and, 
as the holder of the manor, said that he had entered on the said 
manor by the deed and assignment of Edmund de Ashby without 
injury or disseisin. The jury say that certain Richard de Ashby 
and Alice, his wife, had bought the manor now placed in the view, 
to hold to them and the heirs of Richard for ever, by virtue of 
which purchase they were seised of the said manor as of a free 
tenement. And afterwards the said Richard died. After whose 
death the said Alice, being seised of the manor, demised it to a 
certain Robert de Ashby to hold for a term of 12 years. Robert 
held it for 10 years, and then the said Alice satisfied Robert for 2 
years of the residue and re-entered the manor.

Afterwards the said Alice demised the manor to one Edmund 
de Ashby to hold for the life of Alice, and afterwards, the said 
Alice remised and quitclaimed to Edmund, being then seised of 
the manor, all her right and claim that she had in the manor for 
ever. By virtue of which quitclaim Edmund de Ashby claimed 
the manor in fee; and John, son of John de Ashby, perceiving this, 
put himself in the manor and was thereof seised, as of a free tene 
ment, until Thomas Pilche and William le Potere, two of the alleged 
disseisors, unjustly disseised him of the said manor to his damage
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of 80 marks. Therefore John, son of John de Ashby, recovered 
his seisin of the manor and his damages. And as for Edmund de 
Ashby the sheriff returned that Edmund was dead.

N.B.—It will be noted that William, son of Robert de Ashby, 
of Melton, in the above deed, calls himself the holder of the manor 
of Quenby. Four years previously John Noveray, of Barkby, 
demanded the manor of Quenby against William,, the son of 
Robert de Ashby, of Melton; and William had called his father 
to warrant him the manor. The probability is that William, son of 
Robert de Ashby, had obtained the manor either by purchase or by 
gift, and the object of the disseisin suit brought by John, son of 
John de Ashby, was to confer a good title to the manor on William, 
to whom he had probably sold the manor. Whether this is correct 
or not, John de Ashby's name does not occur again in the Rolls 
in connection with Quenby, but only with South Croxton, which 
property he seems to have retained, and the last reference I have 
to him is as witness to a charter of lands in South Croxton and 
Barsby in the year 1347, in which he is described as John de Ashby, 
of South Croxton. John de Ashby was succeeded at South 
Croxton by his daughter and heiress Elisabeth, who married 
William Malory, of Walton on the wolds, and took the South 
Croxton estate with her into the family of Malory.

It is certain that John de Ashby was followed at Quenby by 
William de Ashby, but the relationship between them, if any, 
has never been ascertained. This makes an unfortunate break 
in the continuous descent of the Ashby family at Quenby.

William, son of Robert de Ashby, of Melton, who succeeded, 
by purchase or otherwise, John, son of John de Ashby, at Quenby, 
was the direct progenitor of the later Ashbys of Quenby. He had 
bought as early as 1325 a messuage, 4 virgates of land and 5s. 6d. 
rent in Quenby from John de Wilughby, of Leicester, and 
Matilda, his wife. This had been the estate in Quenby of the 
family calling itself " of Quenby ", of whom Matilda was the 
heiress. William de Ashby's name does not appear in the Lay 
Subsidy Roll of 1327, unless, which is possible, he figures under 
the name of William de Melton, taxed at 3s. for lands in Quenby, 
nor in the Subsidy Roll of 1332, where William de Melton is taxed 
10s. on his lands in Quenby, but in the Roll of Aids of the year 
1346, on the aid then granted to the king on knighting Edward,
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his eldest son, William de Ashby was taxed 3s. 4d. for a twelfth 
part of a knight's fee in Quenby, parcel of the fee of Roos of 
Belvoir.

Leaving out the intervening generations of Ashby we arrive 
at George Ashby, son of George Ashby, the builder of the existing 
hall at Quenby. Born in 1588, he was 30 years old at his father's 
death in 1618. He married Elisabeth, the daughter of George 
Bennet, of London, and died on 1 July, 1653.

The builder of Quenby was succeeded by his son, the third 
George Ashby, who married the daughter and heir of Euseby 
Shukburgh, of Naseby co. Northants. By her he had a son and 
successor, the fourth George Ashby without a break, known as 
" the planter " from his favourite pursuit of planting trees, and 
a younger son named Shukburgh after his mother's family, 
whose grandson, Shukburgh Ashby, was the purchaser of Quenby 
in 1759. The family fortune by this time had dwindled, and we 
are told that when Mr. Shukburgh Ashby bought Quenby, he 
found the house a mere shell, much out of repair. This may be 
an exaggeration, however, for in a few years he brought the whole 
into complete order, and died 1792, leaving two daughters as his 
co-heirs, Mary Elisabeth, married to William Latham, and 
Dorothea, married to Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece, bart.

The descendants of Mrs. Latham took the name of Ashby, 
and sold Quenby at the close of the nineteenth century to Mrs. 
Greaves, afterwards the wife of lord Henry Grosvenor. She was 
followed by her son, who sold the estate to Sir Harold Nutting, 
bart., the present owner.

The chief attraction of Quenby is the Jacobean house built 
by George Ashby in the first half of the seventeenth century. 
Nichols, in his History of Leicestershire, tells us that the house 
was built in 1636. It should, however, be noticed that there are 
rain-water-heads dated 1621. This may be explained by suggest 
ing that the house took long to build and was ultimately finished 
in 1636.

The best description of the house was given in Volume XXX 
of Country Life, in the issues for the 14th and 21st October, 1911, 
at the time that the house had recently been restored by its owner, 
Mrs. Greaves, in a most careful and conservative manner.

The house as we see it to-day remains externally almost the 
same as it was designed originally for George Ashby; the only
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external alteration, was probably made by Shukburgh Ashby, the 
renovating owner, in the second half of the eighteenth century, 
in the top floor of the porch projection, which is of more modern 
brick than the rest of the house. The doorway from the stairs 
opens at the top of this turret straight on to the leads, and the 
first thing we see thereon is a leaden panel with the family arms, 
the initials S.A., and the date 1767.

Internally, Shukburgh Ashby destroyed the great parlour, 
making the hall two stories high. He also threw both the west 
and east porches into the hall, together with the great bays above, 
making one ugly and uncomfortable room in place of two that 
were well proportioned. He warped the whole original scheme 
of the house and added to the awkwardness of the service, as there 
was no longer any connection on the first floor between the two 
ends of the house. This made Mr. Bodley exclaim,, when he 
went to Quenby to advise Mrs. Greaves: " The vandals have 
destroyed the great chamber ". As soon as the work on this hall 
was begun, the correctness of Mr. Bodley's view was at once 
established; for the ends of the floor-beams that supported the 
great parlour floor were found still in the walls at the right height, 
and there were clear indications that the large mantel-piece in 
the hall had belonged to the great parlour. The shield in the 
mantel-piece includes the arms of Ashby of Quenby, Ashby of 
Lowesby, and Gedney of Enderby—that is, of George the 
builder's mother and grandmother as well as his own. The 
ceiling was copied from that of the ballroom at Knole, in Kent, 
and the panelling was brought from different places, part possibly 
from the Quenby attics, and put together with modern additions 
where necessary.

As regards plan, the house has the very maximum of exterior 
walls; for though it is one hundred and twenty feet long from 
north to south, and the wings stretch eighty feet from east to west, 
yet the width of the main block rooms is only twenty-two feet, 
and of the wing rooms seventeen feet. There is a suggestion, 
with reference to the time which the house may have taken in 
building, that different brick-layers at different times wrought in 
rather different manners; for here and there in various parts, both 
of the wings and the centre, the walling is diapered with burnt 
ends, in the manner that prevailed under Henry VIII, and, 
though long continued, was no longer fashionable under Charles



26 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

I. No scheme is discernible in the beginning or the ending of this 
patterning, for it breaks out unexpectedly at different places and 
occasionally rises up to the third floor. After the lapse of three 
centuries, nothing can be more delightful than the effect of this 
haphazard variation, for grey lichens have brought the whole 
into perfect harmony, while affording that constant slight change 
of tone and texture so characteristic of our ancestors' craftman- 
ship.

The portion on the ground floor lying north of the porch may 
have been divided into small rooms from the first. The divisions, 
however, have now been removed, the whole forming the dining- 
room.

The drawing-room occupies the south-west wing projection, 
and is about thirty feet long and seventeen feet wide. This room 
is richly decorated. It was so good of its time that Shukburgh 
Ashby—the eighteenth century improver—respected it, and it 
remains in its original condition. There is a great stone mantel 
piece, rising from floor to ceiling, ornamented with flat strapwork 
and with two niches for figures in the upper portion. The ceiling 
is of the full Jacobean type. Floral designs occupy the interlaced 
panels, that are framed with broad, flat, enriched ribs, having 
pendants at the intersections. A plaster frieze of the "angel" 
design occupies the narrow space between ceiling and wainscoting. 
Carved pilasters divide this wainscoting into compartments of four 
tiers of arched panels. The top and bottom tiers are carved with 
jewel ornament. The second from the floor has conventional 
scrolls, while the one above has floral designs. The door alone 
may have been tampered with by Shuckburgh Ashby.

The " angel bedchamber " is so called because the pilasters 
that divide the geometrical panelling into sections have winged 
angels roughly carved on one of their lower sections. It is a rare 
and curious treatment for early seventeenth century domestic 
work, and has been mutilated by the removal of the angels' heads, 
a piece of vandalism, attributed to the Cromwellians.

The staircases are placed in the centres of the two wings, and 
both are original and of oak.

The house at Quenby has been fortunate at two crises of its 
history. An eighteenth century improver, while working his will 
at the interior, entirely respected its Jacobean exterior. No sash 
window was introduced; iron casements and leaded panes remain,
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in many instances of course reproductions of the originals. In 
some way the top floor of the porch projection was altered; but 
in every other respect the exterior of Quenby is, and always has 
been, what its builder designed it. More recently a twentieth 
century restorer took the place in hand, who, by her own good 
taste and the sound advice of the experts whom she consulted, 
restored the interior to the perfection in which it stands to-day. 
It is an H-shaped house with three storeys and a flat lead roof, 
its plainness relieved by an intermixture of stone and brick, and 
by the free use of bay windows rising from ground to parapet.

It has been suggested that part of the old building at the 
north-east of the house, now used as an outbuilding, built of stone 
with arched doorways and other details, such as a huge open 
fireplace, etc., may be a remnant of the earlier home of the family 
of Ashby.

We have to thank Mr. Walter Brand for permission to re 
produce the excellent drawings of the exterior of Quenby Hall 
and the wrought iron gates which were drawn by Mr. William 
Stead Mills, when he was one of Mr. Brand's pupils. These gates, 
of early eighteenth century work, were once in use at Quenby 
Hall, but were discarded by Mr. Shuckburgh Ashby, who gave 
them to the Leicester Infirmary, where they remained until 
the erection of the Victoria Wing in 1901 necessitated their 
removal. The gates were then erected in front of the entrance 
to the Leicester Museum, where they have since remained.
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Appendix

V.C.H. Leicestershire, I, p. 322. Domesday Survey. About 
1086. The land of Robert de Todeni.

Roger holds of William 5 carucates of land in Croptone (South 
Croxton) and Walter holds 2J carucates of land in Queneberie 
(Quenby) and in demesne they have 5 ploughs and 4 serfs; and 7 
villeins with 4 bordars who have 1 plough. There are 24 acres of 
meadow. It was worth 15s. now it is worth 30s.

In the same vill one Frenchman holds one carncate of land. It 
is worth 5s.

N.B.—Mr. Stenton in his note says that William probably was 
Robert de Todeni's tenant in Barkby_. Quenby, as we shall see, was 
closely connected in early times with Barkby and South Croxton, 
the former being entirely, and the latter partly in the fee of Robert 
de Todeni of Belvoir.

Ibid. p. 348. The Leicestershire Survey of 1124-1129. Hundred 
of Rearsby.

In Qnenebia (Quenby) 6 carucates of land of the fee of Belvoir.

Book of Fees, part 1, p. 517.
On the aid granted to the king for marrying his sister Isabel 

to Frederick, emperor of the Romans.
Of the fee of William de Albini (of Belvoir) of the old feoffment 

of the lord the king. From 1J and i of a knight's fee which Thomas 
de Nicoll (i.e. Lincoln) holds in Barkby and in Quenby, in Hun- 
greton and in Croxtun, in Hameldon, Torpe, Howes and Gnipton— 
43s. 4d.

Curia Regis Roll 118. Hilary, 21 Henry III, 1237, m. 12 d. 
Leicester.

Matilda, who was the wife of Thomas de Lincoln, demands v. 
Peter, son of Thomas de Lincoln, a third part of 16 virgates of land 
and 3 tofts in Barkby, and a third part of a virgate, 10 acres, of land 
and 2 tofts in Thorp, and a third part of 16 virgates in Hungerton, 
and a third part of 3 knight's fees and the eighth part of a fee in 
Quenby, as dower. Result. Matilda recovered her dower.

Book of Fees, part ii, p. 953. Fees of Belvoir. 1242-3.
In Barkeby, Hungreton, Croxton, Hamelton, Queneby and 

Thorp, three parts of one fee which Peter de Lincoln holds of the 
heir of Belvoir.

Assize Roll 454. Hilary, 31 Henry III, 1247, m. 9, Leyc.
The assize came to recognise whether Robert le clerk of Quenby 

disseised Henry de Queneby of two pa_rts of a virgate of land in 
Queneby. The jury say that one William de Baggrave, father of
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the said Henry, granted the said land to the said Henry and his 
heirs for ever, and put Henry in seisin by his charter. After 
William's death came a certain William de Noveray, the chief lord of 
the fee, and seised the land into his hand, and gave it to Robert le 
clerk, the brother of the aforesaid Henry, and put Robert in seisin 
and ejected Henry at the instance of the said Robert, wherefore the 
jury say that Robert did unjustly disseise Henry, who recovered 
his seisin by the verdict of the jury, and Robert le clerk is in mercy.

Assize Roll 454. Hilary, 31 Henry III, 1247, m. 20, Leic.
John de Craunford and Alice de Noveray were summoned to 

answer Matilda de Lincoln in a plea that they render to Matilda, 
Robert the son and heir of Robert de Noveray, whose wardship 
belongs to Matilda, because the said Robert held his land of her 
by knight service, to wit, a fourth part of a knight's fee in Quenby, 
by foreign service as much as pertains to a fourth part, for all 
service, so that all Matilda's ancestors were always in seisin of the 
wardship of all the ancestors of the said Robert, if it happened that 
any one of them was under age, but John and Alice deforced Matilda 
of the wardship, by which Matilda is damaged 100s.

Alice said she had nothing to do with the said wardship, and 
that Robert never was in her custody. John de Craunford said that 
Robert de Noveray, the father of the said Robert, whose heir Robert 
is, long before his death, gave to him John both the wardship and 
the marriage of the said heir for a sum of £20 which John gave him.

Afterwards Matilda withdrew her suit. Therefore she is in 
mercy. Her pledges to prosecute are Robert, son of William de 
Queneby, and Walter Gerold of Barkby.

De Banco Roll 32. Hilary, 8 Edward I, 1280, m. 11, Leic.
Nicholas de Ingwardeby demands v. William de Queneby 3 vir- 

gates of land and two parts of a messuage in Queneby.

De Banco Roll 36. Midi., 9 Edward I, 1280, m. 121, Leic.
John de Noveray, the elder, demands against John de Noveray, 

the younger, 8 messuages and 8 virgates of land in Queneby.

De Banco Roll 62. Easter, 14 Edward I, 1286, m. 59 d. Leic.
John Noveray v. Thomas de Lincoln, of Barkby, and Christiana, 

his wife, in a plea that they render him a reasonable account for 
the time they were the guardians of the lands and tenements of the 
said John in Quenby during John's minority.

De Banco Roll 68. Trin., 15 Edward I, 1287, m. 14 d. Leic. 
John Noveray, the younger, v. John Noveray, the elder, in a 

plea that he warrant him a third part of 10 messuages and 14 
virgates of land in Quenby, which Thomas de Lincoln and Chris 
tiana, his wife, claim as dower of Christiana, of the gift of Robert 
de Noveray, formerly her husband. John Noveray, the younger, 
called John Noveray, the elder, to warrant, who asks to be shown 
wherefore he should warrant;,and John, the younger, proffers a 
charter under the name of Thomas Noveray, the father of the said
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John, the elder, whose heir he is, which witnesses that the said 
Thomas gave the said premises to him, to hold to him and his heirs 
of the said Thomas and his heirs for ever, rendering yearly to 
Thomas and his heirs one roseflower for all service except foreign 
service. John, the elder, says that Christiana ought not to have 
dower, as she by her writing relinquished the same. Thomas and 
Christiana say that it is not her writing. Order to summon a jury. 

N.B.—The latter part is taken from Roll 69 m. 3.

De Banco Roll 82. Easter, 18 Edward I, 1290, m. 53, Leic.
William Costeyn, the essoiner of Thomas Costeyn, of Leicester, 

v. Robert, son of William de Queneby, in a plea of accounts while 
he was under age.

De Banco Roll 109. Trin., 23 Edward 1,1295, m. 57, Leic.
John, son of Robert Noveray, demands against John Noveray 

8 messuages, 10 virgates of land and 5s. 6d. rent in Quenby, into 
which the said John Noveray has no entry except by Robert Noveray, 
father of John, son of Robert, whose heir he is, who demised those 

tenements to John Noveray when he was non compos mentis. John 
Noveray came and said, that John, son of Robert, could have no 
claim in the said tenements because the said John, son of Robert, 
remised and quitclaimed to the said John Noveray all his right and 
claim in the tenements of John Noveray for ever, and obliged him 
self and his heirs to warrant the same "tenements, and he proffered 
certain writings of John, son of Robert, which witness the same. 
John, son of Robert, well acknowledges the said writings to be his 
deeds, but he says that at the time of making them he was under 
age, and he asks for an enquiry. Order to summon a jury.

De Banco Roll 112. Easter, 24 Edward I, 1296, m. 141, Leic.
Richard de Essheby v. William Sywad in a plea of 5 acres of 

land in Barsby which he claims as his right.

Ibid. m. 73 d. Leic.
John Noveray v. John son of Robert Noveray in a plea of 8 

messuages, 10 virgates of land and 5s. 6d. rent in Queneby which 
John, son of Robert, claims as his right. And he did not come, and 
he was the plaintiff; therefore John Noveray is without a day and 
John, son of Robert, and his pledges are in mercy.

N.B.—This no doubt refers to the suit in Roll 109.

De Banco Roll 130. Midi., 27 Edward I, 1299, m. 99, Leic.
Thomas de Lincoln and Christiana, his wife, demand against 

Richard de Assheby and Alice, his wife, a third part of 7 messuages, 
9 virgates of land, one Ib. of cummin and 5s. 6d. rent in Queneby; 
and v. Nicholas de Beby a third part of a messuage and virgate of 
land in Queneby, as dower. The defendants ask to see the title.

N.B.—This is the first time that the name of Ashby occurs in 
the Plea Rolls in connection with property in Quenby.
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Be Banco Roll l9l. Mich., 28 Edward I, 1299, m. 91 d. Leic.
Richard de Assheby and Alice, his wife, v. John, son and heir 

of Robert Noveray, in a plea that he warrant them a third part of 
7 messuages, 9 virgates of land, 5s. 6d. rent and a rent of a pound 
of cummin in Queneby, which Thomas de Lincoln and Christiana, 
his wife, claim as dower of Christiana.

N.B.—I think it is clear that the Ashby family obtained their 
holding in Quenby from the family of Noveray.

De Banco Roll 134. Trin., 28 Edward I, 1300, m. 121, Leic.
Thomas de Lincoln and Christiana, his wife, demand y. Nicholas 

de Beby a third part of a messuage and 3 bovates of land in Quenby; 
and v. William de Stokton a third part of a messuage and virgate 
of land in Queneby, as dower of Christiana, of the dotation of Robert 
le Overey, formerly her husband. Nicholas and William came and 
said that they had nothing in the said tenements except for term of 
life, by a demise of Richard de Assheby and Alice, his wife, and 
they called Richard and Alice to warrant, who came by the attorney 
of Alice, and warranted to them in the said form, and called further 
to warrant John son of Robert Noveray, the younger, of Queneby. 
Let them have him here in 15 days of St. Michael.

N.B.—Robert le Overey and Robert Noveray are the same person.

De Banco Roll 135. Mich., 29 Edward I, 1300, m. 158 d. 
Leic.

Christiana, who was the wife of Robert Noveray, demands v. 
Richard de Assheby and Alice, his wife, a third part of 2 messuages, 
10 vifgates of land and 5s. rent in Queneby, of the dotation of the 
said Robert, formerly her husband.

Richard and Alice say that a certain John Noveray, the elder, 
son and heir of Robert Noveray, remised and quitclaimed to John 
Noveray, the younger, all the lands which John, the younger, had of 
the gift of the said Robert, his father, in the vill of Queneby, to 
hold them of John Noveray, the elder. They also say that John 
Noveray, the younger, granted all his right and claim in Queneby, 
together with wards, reliefs, etc., to the said Richard and'Alice and 
the heirs of Richard de Assheby, and they proffer two writings 
which witness the same, and call John Noveray, the elder, to 
warrant in 15 days of St. Hilary.

N.B.—Thomas de Lincoln, husband of Christiana, evidently had 
died.

Fine. Trinity, 32 Edward I. 1304.
Between Richard de Esseby (Ashby), plaintiff, and William 

Bnrnel and John, his son, defendants of a messuage, 2 carucates of 
land, 10 acres of wood and 3 acres of pasture and 50s. rent in South 
Croxton. Richard'gave to William and John, 100 silver marks for a 
quitclaim of the property.

Inquisition p.m. Richard de Assheby. File 115/9. Vol. iv, 
p. 174. Taken on Friday before St. Nicholas (6 Dec.) 33 Edward 
I. 1304.

The jury say that Richard de Assheby died seised of a messuage, 
10J virgates of land, and rents of 5s. 6d. and a third of a ( Ib. of 
pepper from 3 tenants in Quenby, held jointly with Alice, his wife,
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formerly of Thomas, son. of Thomas de Lincoln, and now of Roger 
de Wilughby, of Leicester, which service Thomas de Lincoln granted 
to Roger de Wilughby by a fine made in the king's court.

Richard de Assheby also died seised on his own account of 
messuages and lands in South Croxton, Barsby, Baggrave and Howes.

John, aged 17, is his son and heir.

Assize Roll 1332. 33 Edward I, 1305, m. 10, Leic.
The assize came to recognise whether John Noveray, of Barkby, 

and Isabel, his wife, Walter and Robert, sons of the same John, 
John Noveray, of Burton Overy, Nicholas de Beby, of Queneby, and 
others unjustly disseised Alice who was the wife of Richard de 
Assheby of her free tenement in Queneby, to wit, 2 messuages, 2 
carucates, one bovate of land, 5 acres of meadow, 5 marks, 3s. rent 
and a third of a Ib. of pepper. Alice recovered her seisin by the 
verdict of the jury and her damages taxed at 100 marks. Afterwards 
Alice remitted the damages.

De Banco Roll 161. Mich., 34 Edward I, 1306, m. 478, 
Leic.

Amice, who was the wife of Roger de Wylughby, John de 
Wylughby and William de Wylnghby, executors of the will of Roger 
de Wylughby, v.Alice, who was the wife of Richard de Assheby, Alice, 
who was the wife of William de Barnesby, and Ralph Bardolf in a 
plea that they render the executors the wardship of the lands and 
heir of Richard de Assheby which belongs to Amice, because Richard 
held his lands of Roger de Wylughby by knight service.

N.B.—The following suit is instructive on the subject of this 
wardship. De Banco Roll 156. Trinity, 33 Edward I, 1305, m. 138, 
Leyc.

Alice who was the wife of Richard de Assheby and Robert de 
Flixthorp were summoned to answer William, the son of Richard 
Burdet, in a plea that they render him, John, son and heir of 
Richard de Assheby, whose custody belongs to William because 
Richard held 4s. rent in Babbegrave of William Burdet by homage, 
fealty and 14d. to the king's scutage of 40s., more or less, when it 
happens, which said Richard de Assheby died in the homage of 
William Burdet, but Alice and Robert prevented him from having 
the custody, by which he is damaged £20. The same Alice was 
summoned to answer Roger de Wylughby, of Leicester, in a plea 
of the custody of the same heir, whose custody belongs to Roger by 
reason of a demise which Thomas, the son of Thomas de Lincoln, 
of Barkby, of whom Richard de Assheby held his land, viz., 22 
messuages, 28 virgates of land and 40 acres of pasture in Queneby 
and South Croxton by knight service, made to the said Roger, which 
land was held by homage, fealty and 40d. to the king's scutage of 
40s. more or less, when it happens, and by service of 40d. and 9s. 
to the ward of the castle of Belvoir, and 5s. 5d. for sheriff's aid, of 
which services Thomas de Lincoln was seised at the hands of the 
said Richard, and Richard died in the homage of Thomas.

Interesting as the above suit is from the point of telling us 
what Richard de Assheby owned in Quenby and South Croxton, as 
as well as the services by which Richard held his lands, the clerk 
has made one error in saying that Richard de Assheby died in the 
homage of Thomas de Lincoln, for Thomas had transferred the 
service due to him to Roger de Wylughby before the death of 
Richard de Assheby as per Richard's inquisition post mortem, q.v. 
ante.
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De Banco Roll*69. Hilary, 1 Edward II, 1308, m. 16, L«ic.
The essoiner of William de Wylughby and John de Wylughby, 

executors of the will of Roger de Wylughby, of Leicester, and John, 
son of Richard de Assheby, and Amice, his wife, co-executrix of the 
said will.

N.B.—John, the son of Richard de Assheby, evidently had 
married his guardian Amice, late wife of Roger de Wylughby, John 
would be aged 20 at this date. In the same roll m. 16, Leic. John 
de Assheby and Amice, his wife, v. Ralph de Barnesby in a plea that 
he hold to an agreement made between them concerning the manor 
of South Croxton and 10 messuages, 13 virgates of land, 20s. rent, 
etc., in Barnesby, Babbegrave, Quenby and Howes. Although the 
Ashby family_held lands in Quenby at this date, their larger 
property was in South Croxton. This may explain why, when this 
John Ashby's son died with an only daughter as his heir, the Qnenby 
property was in some way conveyed to William Ashby, of Melton, 
and the South Croxton property went in the female line by marriage 
of the Ashby heiress, Elisabeth, to William Mallory, of Walton.

De Banco Roll 169. Hilary, 1 Edward II, 1308, m. 22 d.

Alice, who was'the wife of Richard de Assheby, and John, the 
son of the same Alice, v. John de Noveray, the younger, in a plea 
that he hold to the covenant made between them concerning 8 
messuages, 11 virgates of land and 5s. rent in Quenby.

Fine. Hilary, 3 Edward II. 1310.
Between Robert de Assheby, of Melton, plaintiff, and William, 

the son of William de Oleby,' defendant of a messuage, 9i virgates 
of land and 60s. rent in Oleby (Welby). Robert gave William £40 
sterling as a quitclaim of the property.

Fine. Mich., 4 Edward II, 1310.
Between Alice, who was the wife of Richard de Assheby, and 

John, the son of the same Alice, plaintiffs, and John de Noveray, the 
younger, defendant of 8 messuages, 11 virgates of land, 5s. rent and 
the rent of a third part of a Ib. of pepper in Quenby. The property 
is declared to be the right of the plaintiffs, who gave John de 
Noveray £100 sterling.

De Banco Roll 183. Mich., 4 Edward II, 1310, m. 333 d. 
I^eic.

John de Wilughby and Matilda, his wife, demand v. lolenta, 
who was the wife of Robert de Queneby, 3i virgates of land, the 
rents of two pairs of gloves and one pound of pepper in Queneby, 
which William de Queneby gave to Robert, son of William de 
Queneby, and Matilda, his wife, and their issue, and which, after 
the deaths of the safd Robert and Matilda, and of Thomas the son 
of Robert and Matilda, ought to descend to the said Matilda, the 
wife of John de Wilughby, as daughter and heir of the said Thomas.

The suit is continued in Roll 211, Trin., 8 Edward II, 1315, m. 
80 d. Leic., when lolenta appeared and said that the said messuage 
was in the seisin of William, son of Nicholas de Ingwardeby, who
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gave it to Robert and lolenta for term of their lives, the reversion 
to John, son of Robert de Queneby, and his issue, and she proffers a 
charter under the name of William de Ingwardeby which witnesses 
the same. Order to summon a jury.

De Banco Roll 193. Trinity, 5 Edward II, 1312, m. 70, Leic.
The sheriff was commanded to cause to come here Ralph de 

Barnesby concerning a fine made in the king's court, between John 
de Assheby and Amice, his wife, plaintiffs, and the said Ralph, 
defendant of the manor of South Croxton, and 10 messuages, 18 
virgates of land, 21s. 8d. rent, etc., in Barnesby, Babgrave, Quenby 
and Howes.

Ibid. m. 82, Leic.
Thomas, son of Thomas de Nicole, (Lincoln) in a plea of 12 

marks against John de Assheby and Amice, his wife.

Ibid. m. 102, Leic.
•John, the son of Richard de Assheby, and Amice, his wife, were 

summoned to answer John de Clynton, of Coleshull, in a plea that 
they render him the wardship of Roger son of Roger de Wilughby, 
which belongs to John de Clynton, because Roger held his land 
(7 virgates and 7 messuages in Thorp by Barkby) of him by knight 
service. John de Assheby said that William de Roos of Hamelak 
had the wardship and gave it to others who enfeoffed the said 
Amice, and he proffers the writings which witness the same.

Fine. Mich., 8 Edward II. 1314.
Between William, son of Walter de Melton, and William, the 

vicar of the church of Melton, plaintiffs, and Roger de Jarpnnvill 
and Lora, his wife, defendants of a messuage, 13 virgates of land 
and 26s. 8d. rent in South Croxton, which Robert Denet (? Danet) 
holds for his life. The property is granted to William and 
William for their lives, and after their deaths to Elena, the daughter 
of Hamo Beler, and to Isabel and Agnes, the daughters of the same 
Elena, and to the issue of Isabel; and if Isabel die without issue, 
the property will entirely remain to the right heirs of William, the 
son of Walter de Melton, for ever.

De Banco Roll 225. Mich., 12 Edward II, 1318, m. 449 d. 
Leic.

William Burnell v. John, son of Richard de Esseby, of South 
Croxton, and v. Edmund, son of Richard de Esseby, in pleas of 
£20 each.

N.B.—Edmund de Ashby served as sheriff of cos. Warwick and 
Leicester from 5 March, 1326 to 4 Feb. 1327 (Fine Roll).

Fine. Easter, 18 Edward II. 1325.
William, the son of Robert de Assheby, plaintiff, and John de 

Wylughby, of Leicester, and Matilda, his wife, defendants of a 
messuage, 4 virgates of land and 5s. 6d. rent in Queneby. The
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property is declared to be the right of William de Ashby and his 
heirs, and he gaTO John and Matilda £20.

N.B.—This fine is important for the history of Quenby, because 
this William, son of Robert de Ashby, acquired the Ashby property 
in Quenby, and probably was the progenitor of all the subsequent 
Ashfay owners of Quenby.

Assize Roll 1393 B. 19 Edward II. 1326.
The assize came to recognise whether John, son of Richard de 

Asheby, of South Croxton, and Amice, his wife, and Joan, the 
daughter of the same John and Amice, disseised the prior of Malton 
of his free tenement in South Croxton, viz., 100s. rent. Judgment. 
The prior recovers his seisin and damages assessed at 6 marks.

Lay Subsidy 133-1. 1 Edward III. 1327.
From Edmund de Assheby 3s.

William Beler 2s.
William de Melton 3s.
Robert Godwyne Is.
John de Houghton 2s.
Simon son of Simon Is.

	Sum 12s.

De Banco Roll 275. Mich., 2 Edward III, 1328, m. 277, Leic.
A day is given to Amice who was the wife of John de Assheby, 

plaintiff, and the abbot of Croxton, defendant, in a plea of land.
N.B.—John, son of Richard de Ashby, probably died in 1326, 

for his name does not appear in the Lay Subsidy Roll of 1327. 
Edmund de Ashby's name appears in the Subsidy of 1327 taxed at 
3s. in Quenby. In South Croxton, Alice, the relict of Richard de 
Ashby, and Amice, the relict of John de Ashby, both appear, taxed 
at 2s. and Is. respectively. In the subsidy of 1332 no Ashby appears 
under Quenby, but William de Melton, taxed at 10s., whose name 
appears, was probably William de Ashby, son of Robert de Ashby, 
of Melton.

De Banco Roll 278. Trinity, 3 Edward III, 1329, m. 3, Leic.
Margery, who was the wife of William Burnell, v. Amice, who 

was the wife of John, son of Richard de Assheby, in a plea of a 
third part of a messuage, 2 carucates of land, 10 acres of wood and 
3 of pasture in South Croxton and Barnesby, which she claims as 
dower.

Lay Subsidy 133-2. 6 Edward III. 1332.
From William de Melton 10s.

William Beler 3s.
Ralph Buntyng 12d.
John de Ifoughton 12d.
John son of Simon 12d.
Thomas de Beby 12d.

	Sum 17s.

Assize Roll 1400. 7 Edward III, 1333, m. 155, Leic.
On Tuesday in the second week in Lent. The assize came to 

recognise whether John, son of John de Assheby, Richard Claver,
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Robert Randolf, John, son of Robert, and Simon de Gaddesby 
disseised Amice, who was the wife of John de Assheby, of her free 
tenement, to wit, 2 messuages, 3 carucates of land, 10 acres of 
pasture, 10 acres of wood and 6 marks of rent in South Croxton.

John, son of John de Assheby, says that Margery the daughter 
of Richard de Assheby holds one messuage and one carucate of land 
placed in the view, etc.

The jury say that two parts of the tenements placed in the view 
and the residue of these tenements were once in the seisin of John 
de Assheby, the husband of the said Amice, which John, by his 
charter, enfeoffed a certain Ralph de Barnesby, chaplain, therein, 
to hold to Ralph and his heirs for ever; also he granted that the 
third part of the same tenements which Alice, who was the wife of 
Richard de Assheby, then held as dower, of which the reversion 
belonged to the said John de Assheby, should remain to the same 
Ralph de'Barnesby and his heirs, by pretext of which enfeoffment 
Ralph was seised of two parts of the tenements, and Alice, who was 
l£e wife of Richard, attorned to the said Ralph for the third part; 
and they say that the said Ralph de Barnesby, by his charter, re- 
enfeoffed afterwards the said John de Assheby and the said Amice, 
then his wife, in the said two parts, to hold to the said John and 
Amice and the heirs of John, and also granted that the third part 
which Alice held as dower should remain to the said John and Amice 
and the heirs of John, by pretext of which enfeoffment John de 
Assheby and Amice were seised of the said two parts and for the 
third part the said Alice attorned to the said John and Amice.

John de Assheby afterwards died. After whose death Amice 
demised and granted the said two parts to a certain Edmund de 
Assheby for term of the life of Amice, at a yearly rent to Amice of 
4 marks, and she granted that the third part held by Alice as dower 
should remain to Edmund if Alice die within the term of her 
(Amice's) life, at a yearly rent of 2 marks, on certain conditions, 
viz., that if the said 4 marks rent for the two parts, or the 2 marks 
for the third part, remained unpaid for 40 days after payment was 
due, it would be lawful for Amice to re-enter and possess the said 
tenements as she held them before the said demise and grant; and 
they say that afterwards Edmund made default in payment of the 
said rent, and Amice re-entered on the said tenements, as was well 
lawful, and continued her seisin until the said John, son of John, 
and Robert Randolf disseised her; and Richard Claver, John, son 
of Robert, and Simon did no injury or disseisin. Therefore Amice 
recovered her seisin by the view of the recognitors and damages of 
10 marks.

De Banco Roll 298. Easter, 8 Edward III, 1334, m. 214 d. 
Leic.

John Noveray, of Barkby, demands against William, the son of 
Robert de Assheby, of Melton Mowbray, the manor of Quenby, into 
which the said William has no entry except after a demise which 
Alice de Assheby, to whom the said John demised that manor for 
term of the life of Alice, made to Edmund de Assheby, and which, 
after the demise made by the said Alice, to the said Edmund in fee 
ought to revert to the said John Noveray by the form of the statute 
in similar cases provided. William came and called to warrant 
Robert de Assheby, of Melton.

Let him have him here at Michaelmas.



QUENBY : ITS MANOR AND HALL 37

De Banco Roll 302. Easter, 9 Edward III, 1335, m. 78, I^eic.
John, son of John de Assheby, and Margery, the daughter of 

Richard de Assheby, v. Amice, who was the wife of John de Assheby, 
in a plea of a third part of a messuage, an acre of land and three 
acres -of meadow and six of wood in South Crpxton, which Margery, 
who was the wife of William Burnel, claims in court, as dower.

De Banco Roll 305. Hilary, 10 Edward III, 1336, m. 169, 
Leic.

Margery, who was the wife of William Burnell, v. John, son of 
John de Assheby, in a plea of a third part of a messuage, a carncate 
of land, 3 acres of meadow and 6 acres of wood in South Croxton; 
and v. Margery, the daughter of Richard de Assheby, in a plea of a 
third part of a messuage, a carucate of land, 6 acres of meadow 
and 12 of wood in South Croxton, which she claims as dower.

Result. Margery recovered seisin of her dower by default.

De Banco Roll 307. Trinity, 10 Edward III, 1336, m. 173, 
L/eic.

Henry Danet v. Richard Claver and Agnes, his wife, in a plea 
of having made waste of houses, gardens, lands, etc., in South 
Croxton, which Henry had demised to the said Agnes and Robert 
Randolf, formerly her husband, for term of their lives.

Assize Roll 1400. 12 Edward III, 1338, m. 176 d. Leic.
On Wednesday in the third week in Lent. The assize came to 

recognise whether William, son of Robert de Assheby, of Melton, 
Edmund de Assheby, Thomas Pilche and William le Potere disseised 
John, son of John de Assheby, of his free tenement in Quenby, viz., 
the manor of Quenby. And William, son of Robert de Assheby, 
came, and the others did not come, nor have they bailiffs. And as 
for Edmund de Assheby the sheriff returned that Edmund is 
dead. William, son of Robert de Assheby, for himself as tenant of 
the said manor placed in the view, says that he entered the said 
manor by the deed and enfeoffment of Edmund de Assheby, without 
injury or disseisin made, and concerning this he puts himself on the 
assize. And John, son of John, does likewise.

The recognitprs say on oath that certain Richard de Assheby 
and Alice, his wife, bought the manor now placed in the view, to 
hold to them and the heirs of Richard for ever, by virtue of which 
purchase they were seised of the said manor as of a free tenement. 
And Richard afterwards died. After whose death the said Alice, 
being seised of that manor, demised it to a certain Robert de 
Assheby, to hold for a term of 12 years, by virtue of which demise 
the said Robert was continually seised of that manor for 10 years, 
and then Alice satisfied Robert for the remaining two years and 
re-entered the manor. And afterwards the said Alice demised the 
manor to Edmund de Assheby to hold for the life of Alice, by virtue 
of which demise Edmund was thereof seised. And afterwards the 
said Alice remised and quitclaimed to Edmund, being then in seisin 
of the manor, all her right and claim which she had in the manor 
for ever. After which the said Edmund came into the manor 
claiming the fee by virtue of the aforesaid quitclaim. And so, John 
son of John de Assheby, the heir of the said Richard, perceiving



38 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

this, put himself in the said manor and was thereof seised, as of a 
free tenement, until Thomas and William le Potere unjustly dis 
seised him, to the damage of John, son of John, 80 marks.

Therefore it is adjudged that John, son of John de Assheby, 
recovers his seisin of the manor and his damages.

N.B.—This is probably a collusive suit in order to give William, 
son of Robert de Assheby, of Melton, a good title to the manor of 
Quenby by purchase or gift from John, son of John de Assheby.

Nichols' History, iii, p. 294. Roll of Aids.
In 1346, William de Ashby, on the aid then granted to the king 

for knighting Edward, his eldest son, was assessed 3s. 4d. for a 
twelfth part of a knight's fee in Qnenby, and William le Botiler was 
assessed 3s. 4d. for a similar part of a fee on the same occasion, 
parcel of the fee of Roos.

Ibid. p. 232.
In 1346, John de Ashbie was taxed 4s. for a tenth part of a 

knight's fee in South Croxton, parcel of the fee of Roos and of the 
honor of Winton.

N.B.—This is the last reference to John de Ashby while living.

De Banco Roll 419. Hilary, 39 Edward III, 1366, m. 319 d. 
Leic.

Geoffrey de Folevill, of Assheby, was attached to answer Thomas 
de Ashby, of Quenby, and William de Assheby, of Melton Mowbray, 
in a plea wherefore the said Geoffrey, on Monday next before the 
feast of St. Peter ad vincula, 38 Edward III, with force and arms, 
to wit, swords, bows and arrows, broke the close of the said Thomas 
and William at Melton Mowbray, and took and carried away their 
goods and chattels, viz., cloth, linen, wools, brazen and wooden 
vessels and firewood to the value of 100s. there found, and did other 
enormities against the peace, by which they say they are damaged 
£10. Geoffrey came by attorney and said that since Thomas and 
William are his villeins, they ought not to be answered, and that 
this is so he is prepared to verify, and asks for judgment. 
Thomas and William say that they are free men and of a free 
condition, and ask for an enquiry by the country. Afterwards 
at Easter came here the parties aforesaid, and the jury say on oath 
that the said Thomas and William are free men and of free con 
dition. Therefore it is adjudged that Thomas and William recover 
their damages against Geoffrey de Folevill, and let Geoffrey be 
taken. And thereupon the said Thomas and William freely remit 
the damages.

N.B.—This suit is very difficult to explain. The form of the suit 
is somewhat similar to a manumission suit which was collusive 
between the villein and his manumitter, and the fact of the plaintiffs 
remitting the damages makes it more probable; but we have no 
knowledge of Geoffrey de Folevill holding manorial rights in Melton, 
though there may be nothing inherently improbable in the Ashbys 
being villeins'there. Whatever the status of Thomas de Assheby 
may have been in Melton in 1366, he appears in the Poll Tax of 
1877 as an esquire in Quenby, being taxed 3s. 4d. which was the 
usual amount charged on an ordinary esquire in that Poll Tax.



QUENBY : ITS MANOR AND HALL 39

Lay Subsidy 183/26. Poll Tax. 1377. Quenby.
From Thomas de Ascheby, esquier, 3s. 4d. From Alice, his 

daughter, Agnes Derbycher, Henry Chapman, Walter Chapman, 
John Schepherd, John Kelseye, John Hardy, Henry Beby, William 
Mower, Thomas Thomas-knave, William Taylour, Richard Mar- 
chaunt, Richard Wode, Richard, his son, Alice, his daughter, Cecily, 
daughter of John Constable, Richard Palmer, John Palmer, Amice 
Hardwerk, William Schepherd, Agnes his maid, a groom of Thomas, 
John Kelseye, his servant, Cecily Sewster, pauper, Agnes, widow. 
These were all taxed 4d. each.

De Banco Roll 483. Mich., 5 Richard II, 1381, m. 382, Leic.
The sheriff was.ordered to cause to come here on this day, to wit, 

the octaves of Holy Trinity, Robert Colle, of Melton, Thomas de 
Assheby, of Quenby, and Alice, his wife, Joan Belers, John Belers 
and Elena de Rempston to recognise what claim Robert Colle has 
in a moiety of a messuage in the manor of Sixtenby, and what claim 
Thomas de Assheby and Alice have in 2 messuages and 5 virgates 
of land in Quenby, and what claim Joan has in a messuage and 2 
virgates of land in Ketilby, and what claim John has in a messuage 
in Ketilby, and what claim Elena has in a virgate of land in Oleby, 
which William de Sybthorp, parson of the church of Houton, gave 
in court to James Belers, chivaler, and Margaret, his wife, by a fine.

N.B.—The fine referred to is dated on the morrow of the 
Ascension, 4 Richard II, 1381.

De Banco Roll 499. Mich., 9 Richard II, 1385, m. 502, Leic.
John de Outheby, of Leicester, and Agnes, his wife, demand 

against Thomas de Assheby, of Quenby, a messuage, 3J virgates of 
land and 4s. rent and rents of a pair of gloves and a third of a Ib. 
of pepper in Quenby, as the right of Agnes by a writ of the king in 
the form of a gift.

Assize Roll 1501. 15 Richard II. 1391. On Saturday after 
St. Margaret, m. 64, Leic.

The assize came to recognise whether William Mallory and 
others disseised the prior of Malton of 100s. rent in South Croxton. 
William Mallory said that the tenements whence the said rent 
issues are 2 carucates of land, of which a certain John de Assheby 
was formerly seised in his demesne as of fee, and so seised, died. 
After whose death the said tenements descended to Elisabeth, now 
the wife of William Mallory, as daughter and heir of the said John 
de Assheby, and the said tenements are the right of the said Eliza 
beth, who is not named in the writ. And he asks for judgment. 
The prior came and said that he could not gainsay the exposition 
abovesaid, therefore he takes nothing by the assize, but is in mercy 
for a false claim.

Gibbon's Early Lincoln Wills, p. 109. Will of Thomas 
Assheby, of Quenby, dated on Friday, 24 April, 1416, and proved 
24 August in the same year.

Testator desires to be buried in Hungarton church, in the arch 
deaconry of Leycester. Executors, Roger Baret, vicar of Hungarton,
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Richard Hotoft, Thomas Segrave of Scalford and testator's son, 
John Assheby.

De Banco Roll 629. Easter, 8 Henry V, 1420, m. 250, Midd.
Walter Lyndon, master of the hospital of Burton St. Lazars, 

was summoned to answer Bartholomew Brokesby, esq., in a plea of 
a bond by which Thomas Quenby (i.e., Ashby of Quenby) was bound 
to William Brokesby, esq., in £100 dated October, 14 Henry IV, 
1412, at Westminster, which he delivered to the said Walter for safe 
custody, who now refuses to deliver it on demand. The sheriff 
returned that Thomas Quenby is dead. Whereupon Walter demands 
that Richard Hotoft, of Humberston, gent., Thomas Segrave, of 
Scalford, gent., John Quenby, of Quenby, gent., and John Baret, 
vicar of Hungerton church, executors of the will of the said Thomas 
Quenby, appear, and the sheriff ordered the said executors to appear 
at Michaelmas.

De Banco Roll 636. Hilary, 7 Henry V, 1420, m. 331 d. Leic.
The same executors of Thomas Assheby, of Qnenby, v. Robert 

Ashby, of Melton Mowbray, merchant, in a plea of £11.

De Banco Roll 707. Mich., 16 Henry VI, 1437,, m. 460, Leic.
Thomas Asshby, of Quenby, and Sidonia, who was the wife of 

Thomas Gretham, esq., in a plea of having made waste of gardens, 
houses and lands which Thomas Asshby, the grandfather of the said 
Thomas Asshby, of Quenby, whose _ heir he is, demised to Sidonia 
for term of life in Houghton and Cold Neuton.

De Banco Roll 729. Easter, 21 Henry VI, 1443, m. 343 d. 
Leic.

Thomas Berkeley, esq., v. Thomas Assheby, of Qnenby, gent., 
and John Brokesby, of Odeby, yeoman, in pleas of £8 each, which 
they owe him and detain.

Exchequer inq. p.m. William Assheby. File 1121. Taken 
at Leicester on 4 November, 6 Henry VIII, 1514.

The jury say that long before his death William Assheby was 
seised of a close of pasture in Qnenby, and an annuity of 4 marks out 
of the manor of Quenby, given by a certain Thomas Assheby, the 
father of the said William, to the said William Assheby and Katherine, 
then his wife, and the joint issue of William and Katherine, the 
date of which is 14 May, 3 Henry VII, 1488. Also of 2 messuages, 
100 acres of land, 10 of meadow and 8 of pasture in Houghton. And 
a messuage, 2 cottages, 45 acres of land, 3 of meadow and 4 of 
pasture in Newton Burdet. And the jury say that certain William 
Assheby, of Lowesby, esq., Robert Burgh, of Erdburgh, gent., and 
Henry Crosseby, vicar of Hungerton, were seised in their demesne 
as of fee of a piece of land or a close in Quenby, lying between 
Coplowe and called Colpytfyld, to the use of, and for fulfilling the 
last will of the said William Assheby, late of Houghton, and other 
covenants specified in the said indenture between the said Thomas 
Assheby, of Quenby, gent., on one part, and William Assheby, of
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Lowesby, Robert Burgh and Henry Crosseby, on the other part, the 
date of which is 23 June, 6 Henry VIII, 1514, by virtue of which 
the said William Assheby of Lowesby and the other trustees are in 
seisin of Colpytfyld to the uses aforesaid.

The close in Quenby, and all the manor of Quenby are held of 
Thomas Pochyn, gent., as of his manor of Barkby, by fealty and a 
yearly rent of 6s. 6d., a close in the tenure of John Roberd is worth 
yearly 4 marks, and Colpytfyld is worth £10.

The premises in Houghton are held of the marquis of Dorset, 
as of the fee of Wynton, by suit of court once yearly, and a rent of 
12d. yearly, and worth 4 marks.

The premises in Newton Burdet are held of Thomas Norton, 
the master of Burton St. Lazars, by rents of 12d., and a pound of 
cummin yearly for all service, and worth 34s.

William Assheby died on 31 May last, 1514.
George Assheby is his son and heir and aged 23 years and more.

Lay Subsidy 133/104. 15 Henry VIII. 1524.
From George Assheby, in goods £20, tax 20s.

Alysaunder Bretfyld, in goods 40s., tax 12d. 
William Mower, in wages 20s., tax 4d. 
Anne Assheby, in lands 40 marks, tax 26s. 8d.

Inquisition p.m. Anne Skevyngton, daughter and heir of 
George Assheby. Series ii. File 58/112. Taken October, 28 
Henry VIII, 1536.

Before John Beaumont, esq., the escheator, and a jury who say 
that Anne Skevyngton was seised of the manor of Quenby and 4 
virgates of land in Houghton, , and 120 acres of land and 600 of 
pasture in Quenby.

Anne Skevyngton, so seised, died, after whose death the said 
manor of Quenby and the other premises descended to a certain 
Robert Ashby, as kinsman and heir, viz., son of Robert, the brother 
of George Ashby, the father of the said Anne.

The land in Houghton is held of the marquis of Dorset, as of 
the fee of Wynton, by a yearly rent of 12d. and suit of court, and 
worth 53s. 4d.

The manor of Quenby is held of William Pochyn, gent., as of 
his manor of Barkby, by a twelfth part of a knight's fee and worth 
£45.

Anne Skevyngton died on 12 May, 28 Henry VHI, 1536. And 
Robert Ashby is her kinsman and next heir and aged 19 years.

N.B.—In 1544, Robert Ashby contributed 26s. 8d. to the Benevo 
lence of that year in respect of his lands in Quenby.

Inquisition p.m. Robert Ashby. Series ii, 116/108. Taken 
at Leicester on 24 October, 5/6 Philip and Mary, 1558.

The jury say that Robert Ashby was seised in fee of the manor 
of Quenby and 10 messuages, 100 acres of land, 200 of meadow, 500 
of pasture and 10s. rent in Quenby. Also of 30 acres of land, 10 of 
meadow, 30 of pasture and 2 cottages in Hungerton, and 37s. rent 
issuing out of the tenement of John Ashby in Cold Neuton.
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The manor of Quenby, etc., was held of George Pntchyn, gent., 
as of his manor of Barkby, by a twelfth part of a knight's fee and 
a yearly rent of 4s. 6d. The premises in Hungerton were held of the 
king, as of the manor of Hungerton, late parcel of the possessions 
of the abbey of St. Mary in the meadows of Leicester, by fealty, 
suit of court and a yearly rent of 14s., and lOd. for a common fine.

Robert Ashby died on 24 August, 1558. And George Ashby, 
gent., is his son and heir and aged 18 years, eleven months, three 
weeks and three days.

N.B.—This George Ashby is said to have married Mary Gedney 
and by her was the father of George Ashby who built the existing 
house at Quenby.

Inquisition p.m. George Ashby. Series ii, 367/96. Taken 
at Leicester on 23 December, 16 James I, 1618.

Before William Flynt, the escheator, and on the oath of Ralph 
Wells of Thurmaston, gent., Thomas Hynde, Thomas Wyatt, Francis 
Walton, Robert Freer, Henry Foxe, Anthony Foster, Robert 
Adcocke, Thomas Lewes, Henry Kempe, John Clarke, Thomas 
Noone, Richard Plumer and William Pynder, jurors, who say that 
George Ashby died seised of the manor of Quenby, with all its 
rights and members, worth £10 yearly, and held of Matthew 
Futchyn as of his manor of Barkby by a twelfth part of a knight's 
fee and by a rent of 6s. yearly.

Also of the manor of Rotherbie and the advowson, donation and 
free disposition of the parish church of Rotherbie, worth £3 10s. Od. 
yearly, and held of Henry, earl of Huntingdon, as of his manor of 
Barrow on Soar, in free and common socage, by fealty and suit of 
court twice a year at his court at Barrow.

And of 4 messuages, 5 cottages and 12 virgates of land in South 
Croxton, worth 40s. yearly, and held of Sir Robert Offeley, knight, 
as of his manor of Dalby Chacombe, in free and common socage, 
by fealty, suit of court and a yearly rent of 3s. 4d.

Also of two other messuages and 4 virgates of land in South 
Croxton, worth 13s. 4d. yearly, and held of Thomas Babbington, 
esq., as of his manor of Rotheley, in free socage, by fealty only.

And of 3 cottages, 2 tenements and 50 acres of land, 10 of 
meadow and 30 of pasture in Hungerton, worth 6s. 8d. yearly, held 
of Brian Cave, knight, as of his manor of Hungerton, formerly 
parcel of the possessions of the dissolved monastery of St. Mary in 
the meadows of Leicester.

And of another messuage and 6 virgates of land, meadow and 
pasture in Hungerton, held of the king, as of his honor of Leicester, 
parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, by fealty for all service.

Also of a messuage and 5 acres of pasture in Odeby, worth 2s., 
3 cottages in Gaddesby, worth 2s., a messuage and 2 virgates of land 
in Billesdon, worth 5s., etc.

Also of a messuage, 2 cottages and 300 acres of land, meadow 
and pasture in Askeby by Horncastle, co. Lincoln, worth 40s. yearly.

George Ashby died on 5 April last, 1618.
And George Ashby, esq., is his son and heir and aged 30 years 

and more.
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