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Medieval Cossington
By S. H. Skillington

CHAPTER IV
IT has already been shown that in 1182-3, when Roger de Somer- 
vill rendered account of fifteen pounds that he might have a 
moiety of the land of Robert Pincerna (Boteler) with his daughter 
Matilda, Ralph de Meisham rendered account of twenty pounds 
"to have the other moiety of the above land with the other 
daughter", whose baptismal name does not appear in any of the 
Mr. Farnham's abstracts. The estate thus divided into two 
portions consisted of six carucates (nearly six hundred acres) of 
arable land, with the usual appurtenances of meadow, pasture 
and waste, in Cossington, which was then an appendage of the 
extensive manor of Barrow-on-Soar. During the twelfth century, 
the six carucates, etc., in Cossington had been held by the family 
of Pincerna, under the earls of Chester, to the first of whom 
Barrow, with its appendages, had been granted by William the 
Conqueror before 1086, the date of the Domesday. We have also 
seen that Roger de Somervill and William de Meisham, pre 
sumably the son or grandson of Ralph de Meisham, were involved 
in litigation concerning the advowson of Cossington church, the 
end of which is recorded as follows in the rolls of bishop Grosse- 
teste: "Thomas de Prestewalde is presented to the church of 
Cusinton by Hugh, son of Hugh Despenser, letters of the king 
having been received containing that the said Hugh in the king's 
court before the justices had recovered seisin of the advowson of 
the said church against Hugh, earl of Arundel, W. earl Ferrers, 
the abbot of St. Severus, Roger de Sumervill and William de 
Meisham by an assize of last presentation (A.D. 1239)".

The purpose of this chapter is to trace, as fully as the evi 
dences permit, the descent of the moiety of the Cossington estate 
that came to Ralph de Meisham in 1182-3, through his wife, "the 
other daughter" of Robert Boteler. The salient stages of this 
descent are set forth by one of the Babingtons, in an abstract of 
title to his lands in Cossington, discovered by Mr. Farnham 
among the Rothley manuscripts, to which he was courteously

ERRATA (Vol. XVIII, Part 2) 
p. 213, line 1 : influences should be inferences. 
p. 248, line 24 : of the Botelers should be by the Botelers.
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given access by their owner, the late Mr. Frederick Merttens, 
and their former custodian, Mr. J. Bruce Galloway. Mr. 
Babington heads his compilation: "The conveyance of my title 
to the manor of Cosington and to the mylne [= mill] there as 
parcel of the said manor", and proceeds thus : —

In primis, William Meysham, knight, did by an old deed 
without date give to Roger Wauton, knight, for his 
homage and service, all his manor of Cosington, with 
appurtenances, to hold of him and of his heirs by the 
service of half a knight's fee.

The said Roger Wauton, afterwards by another old deed 
without date, did give to Robert Wauton, his son, the 
said manor, by the name of a capital messuage in 
Cosington, with all arable land thereto belonging, 
meadows, pastures, feedings, fishings, tithes, saving to 
himself all his rents, customs, wards, reliefs, aids and 
with all his suit, as well free as bound, and of his milnes. 

Afterwards, in 7 Edward II (1313), one Reynold Wauton, 
son of Robert Wauton, did release to Raffe de Sancto 
Germano and Julyan, his wife, and to the heirs of Julyan, 
all his right in the lands and tenements in Cosington 
whereof John Wauton, cosen of the said Julyan, whose 
heir she is, died seised. So as it seemeth the premises 
came from the said Robert Wanton to the said John 
Wauton, either by descent or purchase, and so from 
John to Julyan, the wife of Raffe de Sancto Germano, 
by descent, and so from the Wautons to the Germans.

After,, in 14 Henry IV (1412-13), John German of 
Cosington, the elder, did give to John German, of the 
same, his son and heir, and to Joan, the wife of the said 
John the son, who was daughter of Geoffrey Poutrell, 
of Radcliffe, his mill with separate fishing in the waters 
of Sore and Wreyke, with all suits and commodities 
belonging, to have them in tail, the remainder to the 
assigns of the donor and their heirs.

John German, the son, and Joan, his wife, had issue five 
daughters, Joan Doyley; Isabel Blythe; Alice Gillot; 
Elisabeth Butler; and Margot, who died without issue.

Raffe Butler, husband to the said Elisabeth, did, together 
with the said Elisabeth, 21 Edward IV (1481), let and
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grant to Anthony Butler, their son and heir, and to one 
Thomas Chaumbleyn, of Cosington, his manor called 
"St. Jerman's manor" excepted to the said Raffe and 
Elisabeth, inter alia, his Court Baron and all his chief 
rents, with the court issues, profits and emoluments of 
the said court, which appeareth by a copy of the said 
lease in paper noted on the backsyde with my father's 
own hand, as many other pieces of evidence touching 
this matter are.

Also the said Raffe did before that, viz., in the first year 
of Edward IV (1461), betake and let to farm to J. B. 
of Cosington, husbandman, his manor called "St. Ger 
man's manor" in Cosington aforesaid for certain years, 
which also appeareth by a like copy of lease noted like 
wise by my father's own hand. And from him to 
Gresham see the re-assurance from Willyamson 
to Strelley, 31 Henry VIII (1540), and the conveyance 
from and his wife to Thomas Babington, 
3 Edward VI (1549), for a manor and the fine.

N.B.—The spaces left blank in the last paragraph 
are so in the original.

Mr. Farnham's comment on this summary of the descent is brief 
and cautious; but a modicum of supplementary information about 
the Meishams and their successors can be drawn from his own 
series of documentary abstracts relating to the Meisham-Wauton- 
German possessions and manorial rights in Cossington. The 
earliest of these, after the one recording the accession of Roger de 
Somervill and Ralph de Meisham to their respective moieties in 
1182-3, introduces us to the ecclesiastical litigation that, as 
already stated, was settled in 1239 by an assize of last presen 
tation : —

Curia Regis Roll 12, m. 1, I/eic., temp. Richard I. 
Roger de Sumervill and William de Meisham put them 
selves on the Grand Assize against the abbot of St. 
Severus concerning the advowson of the church of 
Cusington and ask for recognition which of them has the 
greater right.
Book of Fees, part ii, p. 947. 1242-3. Fees of earl 
Ferrers. In Cosington half a fee which Roger de Sumer-
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vill, th% steward of Monhaut and William de Meisham 
hold of the earl Ferrers, i.e. of the earl of Derby.
Pipe Roll. 31 Henry III. 1246-1248. William de 
Meisam owes 20s. for having a pone. [A pone was a 
writ by which a suit was removed from an inferior 
court to the Court of Common Pleas.]
Assize Roll 1181. 38 Henry III, m. 5, Leyc.: A.D. 
1254. The assize came to recognise whether William le 
Despenser, the uncle of Hugh le Despenser, was seised 
in his demesne as of fee of a messuage and —— virgates 
of land and 2s. rent in Cussington on the day he died, 
of which William de Meysham holds one virgate, 
Richard, son of Roger de Cusington, holds ——, who 
came and could not gainsay that William le Despenser 
died seised of the said, and that Hugh is his son and 
heir. Therefore Hugh recovered his seisin of the said 
land.
Curia Regis Roll 189. Trinity, 53 Henry III, 1269, m. 
18, Leyc. : It was agreed between William de Maisham 
on one part, and Geoffrey Despenser on the other part, 
as follows, namely, William granted and by his writing 
confirmed to the said Geoffrey and to his heirs and 
assigns all his land in the vill of Cusynton, namely, 
whatever the same William had in demesne and in ser 
vice in the said vill, to hold to the said Geoffrey, his 
heirs and assigns, with all the appurtenances, services 
of free tenants, villeins, ways, meadows, feedings, 
waters, mills, fishponds, marriages, reliefs and all things 
except foreign service of the king, from the feast of 
Easter, 32 Henry III (19 April, 1248), until the com 
pletion of 24 years then next ensuing and fully to be 
completed, rendering therefore yearly to the said 
William and his heirs one penny at Easter for all customs 
and demands. And for this grant Geoffrey gave to 
William 300 marks and 60 marks of silver, and they had 
a chirograph.
Ibid., m. 18, Leyc: Roger de Wauton acknowledged 
that he owed John le Despenser [the son and heir of 
Geoffrey] 30 marks for the relief of his term of 6 years
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of the land formerly of William de Meisham in the vill 
of Cosinton (as is contained in a chirograph made by Sir 
Geoffrey Despenser, the father of the said John, and the 
same William de Meisham) to pay to the said John, his 
heirs or assigns, at two terms yearly, viz., at Michaelmas, 
53 Henry III (1269), at London, 15 marks, and at the 
Purification of the B.V. Mary next following 15 marks 
at Cosinton.
De Banco Roll 11. Mich., 3-4 Edward I, 1275, m. 81, 
Leyc.: Lora, who was the wife of William de Mey- 
sham, demands v. Roger de Wauton a third part of 3 
messuages and 3 virgates of land; and v. Robert, the son 
of Roger de Wauton, a third part of 4 virgates of land; 
and v. Nicholas de Segrave a third part of one virgate 
of land; and v. Thomas de Dronefeld a third part of lOd. 
rent; and v. John Pynkeney a third part of one virgate 
of land; and v. William Pynkeney a third part of 3s. rent; 
and v. Isabel Pynkeney a third part of 4s. rent; and v. 
William de Meysham a third part of 12d. rent; and v. 
William Brun a third part of 10s. rent; and v. Walter 
Leverych a third part of 18d. rent; and v. Thomas son 
of Serlo a third part of one bovate of land, all in Cosinton, 
as dower of Lora.

The name of William de Meisham occurs in each of these records, 
which range from the time of Richard I (1189-1199) until the 
year 1275, when Lora was claiming from various people for dower. 
Though William is the only male name attached to a de Meisham 
in any of the documents, it can hardly be that the same man is 
referred to throughout the long period they cover. There must 
have been a series of Williams of whom no distinguishing record 
is available; but the only evidence we possess of the death of any 
of them is the roll of 1275, in which Lora is described as the relict 
of a William de Meysham, who had recently died. It seems to be 
not unlikely that the "William Meysham, knight", who, according 
to Mr. Babington's abstract of title, "did by an old deed without 
date give to Roger Wauton, knight, for his homage and service, 
all his manor of Cosinton", etc., was the husband of Lora; for 
Roger de Wauton's first appearance in the Farnham collection of 
abstracts is in that from the Curia Regis Roll of Trinity, 1269, 
less than six years before the death of Lora's husband, when
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Roger formally "acknowledged that he owed John le Despenser 
30 marks sterling for the relief of his term of 6 years of the land 
formerly of William de Meisham in the vill of Cosinton", which 
sum he was to pay in two equal instalments on the dates specified 
in the document.

In a footnote to the Curia Regis abstract concerning Roger 
de Wauton and John le Despenser, Mr. Farnham says that 
"Geoffrey Despenser died in 1251; he was a brother of the Hugh 
Despenser who died in 1238. Geoffrey had married Emma, 
daughter of Richard Harcourt, and relict of John de St. John, by 
whom he had a son, John Despenser. John married "Joan, 
daughter and heir of Robert le Lou, of Castle Carlton, by whom 
he had no issue. John Despenser died in 1275, and with his 
death the Despenser connection with Cossington seems to have 
come to an end." Geoffrey's brother Hugh, who died in 1238, 
was the member of the family for whom the manor of Beaumanor 
is believed to have been created. He was the father of the Hugh 
Despenser who recovered seisin of the advowson of Cossington 
churchin!239. Before leaving the Despensers who had interests in 
Cossington, it may be worth while to quote the three abstracts 
that follow: —

Curia Regis Roll 145. Mich., 35-6, Henry III, 1251, 
m. 46, I/eyc.: Walter de Segrave, the essoiner of 
Matilda, who was the wife of Thomas le Despenser, v. 
William Knot in a plea of a bovate of land in Cusington, 
and v. Emma, who was the wife of Geoffrey le 
Despenser, in a plea of a third part of a virgate of land 
in Cusinton as dower.
Patent Roll. 28 June, 1251. Grant to Emma, late the 
wife of Geoffrey le Despenser, of the wardship of the 
land and heir of the said Geoffrey, during the minority 
of the heir, with wards, reliefs, escheats, advowsons of 
churches and other appurtenances. 
Fine Roll. 29 June, 1251. The king, for a fine of 400 
marks which Emma who was the wife of Geoffrey le 
Despenser made with the king, has granted her the 
custody of the land and heir, viz., John, son and heir of 
the said Geoffrey, until his legal age. 

The first recorded act of Roger de Wauton, after he obtained
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possession of the lands he held under the de Meishams at Cossing- 
ton, was, by means of a fine, to convey a portion of them to the 
abbot of Leicester, in exchange for the advowson of the church of 
Great Byllynges, near Northampton. From the abstract relating 
to this transaction, we learn that Roger had a wife named 
Juliana: —

Fine. At Northampton one month from St. John the 
Baptist, 53 Henry III, 1269. Mixed Counties No. 456. 
Between Roger de Wauton and Juliana, his wife, plain 
tiffs, and Henry, abbot of Leicester, by Robert de 
Barkeby, his attorney, defendant of the advowson of the 
church of Great Byllynges. The abbot acknowledged 
the church to be the right of Roger and Juliana; and for 
this acknowledgment Roger and Juliana granted to the 
said abbot 4 bovates of land in Cosinton, co. Leicester, 
with villeins and their sequela [= issue], to hold to the 
abbot and his successors and his church of St. Mary in 
the meadows of Leicester of the said Roger and his heirs 
in free and perpetual alms for ever.

The documentary abstracts do not give us any further information 
about Roger de Wauton himself; but from the two that follow we 
learn that he had a son called Robert, mentioned by Mr. Babington 
in his abstract of title, and a daughter-in-law, wife of the said 
Robert, named Elena : —

De Banco Roll 17. Mich., 4-5 Edward I, 1276, m. 33, 
Leyc.: Robert, son of Roger de Wauton, acknowledges 
that he owes to John, son of John Lovel, 20 marks. 
De Banco Roll 90. Trinity, 19 Edward I, 1291, m. 22d., 
Leyc. : Elena, who was the wife of Robert de Wauton, 
demands v. Roger de Somervill a third part of a messuage 
and oarucate of land in Cusington; and v. William de 
Childham, guardian of the lands and heir of Robert de 
Wauton, a third part of a messuage and carucate of land 
in Cusinton, as dower. William came and said that she 
ought not to have dower, because Robert, her husband, 
was not in seisin on the day he married her, nor ever 
after.

The record of this suit is continued on Roll 103, m. 160, 1294 : — 
It has been shewn the king on the part of William de 
Childham, the guardian of the lands and heir of Robert
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de Wauton, that whereas Elena, who was the wife of 
Robert de Wauton, demanded in court here against the 
the said William a third part of a messuage and carucate 
of land in Cusington, as dower, and the said William 
had rendered her dower in court on the quindene of St. 
Michael, 20 Edward I, 1292, a dispute has arisen between 
the sheriff and the said Elena.

The meaning of this appears to be that, between the date of the 
first part of the above record and that of its continuation, Elena 
had established her claim against William de Childham, who had 
"rendered her dower in court" about a fortnight after Michael 
mas, 1292. What Elena's trouble with the sheriff was, we are not 
informed. The heir of Robert Wauton, who in 1291 was a minor 
in the wardship of William de Childham, was the Reynold 
[Reginald] Wauton who, according to Mr. Babington, in 1313 
released the Wauton manor of Cossington to Ralph de St. Ger 
mans and Julyan, his wife. Perhaps, for the sake of clearness, 
it will be convenient to repeat here the second and third para 
graphs of the Babington abstract: —

The said Roger Wauton [to whom the manor had been 
granted by William de Meisham], afterwards by another 
old deed without date did give to Robert Wauton, his 
son [and the husband of Elena], the said manor, by the 
name of a capital messuage in Cosington, with all arable 
land thereto belonging, meadows, pastures, feedings, 
fishings, tithes, saving to himself all his rents, customs, 
wards, reliefs, aids and with all his suit, as well free as 
bound, and of his mimes.

Afterwards, in 7 Edward II (1313), one Reynold 
Wauton, son of Robert Wauton, did release to Raffe de 
Sancto Germano and Julyan, his wife, and to the heirs 
of Julyan, all his right in the lands and tenements in 
Cosington whereof John Wauton, cosen of the said 
Julyan, whose heir she is, died seised. So as it seemeth 
the premises came from the said Robert Wauton to the 
said John Wauton, either by descent or purchase, and so 
from John to Julyan, the wife of Raffe de Sancto Ger 
mano, by descent, and so from the Wautons to the 
Germans.
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There seems to be no reason to doubt the accuracy of this account; 
but it is a pity that it does not give us more information about 
John Wauton and the antecedents of Julyan, his cousin and heir. 

Mr. Babington, having told how the manor passed to 
the Germans, leaves several generations of their tenure 
unrecorded and goes straight on to the year 1412-13, when 
"John German of Cosington, the elder, did give to John German, 
of the same, his son and heir, and to Joan the wife of the said 
John the son, who was daughter of Geoffrey Poutrell", certain 
rights and properties which will be described in due course. 
Though Mr. Farnham's documents do not enable us to trace the 
stages of the descent between 1313 and the date of John Ger 
man's grant to his son and heir, they help us to form a general 
idea of the standing of the German family at Cossington during 
the intervening century.

The earliest of Mr. Farnham's abstracts in which the name 
occurs shows that Ralph German was one of the witnesses to a 
charter dated at "Cosington on the Purification, 18 Edward n, 
1325". In 1327, the same "Ralph Germayn" was assessed for the 
Lay Subsidy at three shillings and a penny, when Felicia de 
Somervill was assessed at four shillings and one farthing, and a 
certain William de Meisham at two shillings and sixpence-half 
penny. This Ralph, the first of the Germans to hold the manor, 
was dead in 1332; for in a record of that year Juliana, the 
"Julyan" of Mr. Babington's abstract, is described as his relict: 

De Banco Roll 292. Mich., 6 Edward HI, 1332, m. 
429, Leyc.: William, son of William Pynkeneye, of 
Cosington, v. Juliana, who was the wife of Ralph Ger 
mayn, of Cosington, in a plea of a messuage and 6 
acres of land in Cosington, which William de Meysham 
gave to William Pynkeney and Elisabeth, his wife, and 
their issue, and which, after the deaths of William and 
Elisabeth, and of William, their son and heir, to the 
said William son of William ought to descend. William 
and Elisabeth were seised in the time of king Edward I. 

Juliana Germayn was assessed at three shillings for the Lay 
Subsidy of 1332. Our last reference to her is in the following 
brief abstract: —

De Banco Roll 302. Easter, 9 Edward III, 1335, m. 
216 d. Leyc. : The essoiner of Jmianaj who was the
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wife of Ralph de St. German, of Cosington, v. Alexander 
de Somervill, parson of the church of Retherby, in a 
plea of a moiety of 6 acres of land in Cosington. 

The next name of a member of the German family to appear 
in the Farnham abstracts is that of Simon German, >who was 
among the witnesses to two charters of the year 1343 : —

Hastings MSS. at Ashby. Charter by which Joan, who 
was the wife of Richard de Belgrave, granted to William, 
son of William de Pynkeney, of Cosington, and 
Mariota, his daughter, one virgate of land in Cosington. 
These being witnesses, Roger Laurence, of Belgrave, 
Laurence de Belgrave, Richard de Somervill, of Cosing 
ton, Simon Germayn, of Cosington, Roger de Meisham, 
of Cosington, and others.
Dated Cosington, Monday after the Purification, 17 
Edward III, 1343.

Rothley MSS. Charter by which Edmund, son and heir
of Richard de Belgrave, grants to William, son of William
Pinkeneye,, of Cosington, and Mariota, his daughter, all
his claim in a toft in Cosington between the land of
William Pinkeneye and land of Joan, mother of the said
Edmund.
These being witnesses, Roger Laurence of Belgrave,
Laurence, his son, Roger Somervill, Simon German,
Nicholas de Dranfield of Cosington and others.
Dated Cosington on Sunday after St. Valentine, 17
Edward III, 1343.

Mr. Farnham's next citation is from Nichols's Leicestershire, iii,
p. 221 : —

In 1346, Loveta de Sumervill was assessed 10s. for a 
quarter of a knight's fee in Cossington, and Simon Jer- 
maine 10s. for another quarter fee, parcel of the honor 
of Huntingdon, on the aid then granted to the king for 
knighting his eldest son.

The same name occurs in the two following abstracts, in the first 
as plaintiff in a suit, in the second as witness to a charter : —

De Banco Roll 398. Easter, 33 Edward III, 1359, m.
131, Leyc.: Simon German, of Cosington, v. William
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Flewe and Lucy, his wife, in a plea of breaking Simon's 
close at Cosington.
Rothley MSS. Charter by which Symon Pynkene, of 
Cosington, grants to William Pynkene, of Cosington, 
and Joan, his wife, and the assigns of William, all his 
lands and tenements in Cosington at a yearly rent of 
40s. for the life of Symon.
These being witnesses, Edmund de Wylughby, knight, 
lord of Cosington, Simon de St. German, of Cosington, 
Roger Somervile, Alexander de Meysam, Simon Somer- 
vile, Richard Kyng, all of Cosington, and others.
Dated Cosington, Tuesday after the Annunciation, 43
Edward III, 1369.

In the Lay Subsidy (Poll Tax) of 1377, Simon German and his 
wife were assessed at two shillings, and John German, whose 
name appears next in the list, at fourpence. At the same time, 
Roger Somervill and his wife were assessed at two shillings, 
Alexander de Meisham and his wife at twelve pence, and "Joan 
Pynkeneye, leche", at eight pence. All the rest of the inhabit 
ants mentioned, a man and his wife counting as one person, were 
taxed fourpence.

In addition to the above evidences, taken from his Leicester 
shire Medieval Village Notes, Mr. Farnham cites two other docu 
ments, in Quorndon Records and Leicestershire Medieval Pedi 
grees, respectively , in which the name of Simon German occurs. 
From page 100 of Quorndon Records, we learn that Simon Ger- 
mayn, John Ravens, Roger Somervill, Simon de Dranefeld, 
William Robynet, Robert son of Nycholas, Ralph Weston and 
four others were jurors at the "inquisition taken [after the death 
of John de Segrave] before John de Wyndesore, escheater of the 
king in the county of Leycester, at Syleby on the 20th day of 
April, A.D. 1353". On page 77 of Leicestershire Medieval 
Pedigrees, we find the following abstract of a document that 
appears to record a feoffment to uses by John Chamberlain, of 
Rearsby, to a number of feoffees of whom Simon German was 
one: —

Cal. Close Rolls, 1374-1377, p. 518, 10 Feb., 1377.
Writing of John Chamberlain, son and heir of Ralph
Chamberlain, of Reresby, being a quit-claim to Robert
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Foleville^ parson of the church of Saxelby, John of 
Friseby, parson of the church of Carlton Curley [i.e. 
Carlton Curlieu] Simon German, of Cosyngton, William 
Robynet, of Sileby, and John Foleville, of Reresby, and 
to their heirs of all lands, meadows, feedings, pastures, 
rents and other services in the towns of Reresby and 
Thrussington which belonged to his said father and to 
Ralph Chamberlain, his grandfather.

In considering the genealogical implications of these fourteenth- 
century records containing the name of Simon German, we must 
remember that, according to the Babington abstract of title, in 
1313 "one Reynold Wauton, son of Robert Wauton, did release to 
Raffe de Sancto Germano and Julyan, his wife, and to the heirs 
of Julyan, all his right in the lands and tenements in Cosington 
whereof John Wauton, cosen of the said Julyan, -whose heir she 
is, died seised". The wording of this quotation, parts of which 
I have italicised for emphasis, makes it evident that the Cossing- 
ton properties, came to Juliana from John Wauton, of whom we 
know nothing beyond what is stated in the abstract of title, by 
inheritance, and were afterwards to go by descent to the heirs of 
the same Juliana. Ralph German, as the Lay Subsidy account 
for that year proves, was alive in 1327, and was dead in 1332, 
when his widow is described in a De Banco record as "Juliana, 
who was the wife of Ralph Germayn, of Cosington". Juliana is 
last mentioned in another De Banco record, dated Easter, 1335, 
when, as plaintiff in a suit, she was represented by her essoiner. 
The name of Simon German first appears on a charter of 1343, 
to which he was one of several witnesses, among whom were 
Richard de Somervill and Roger de Meisham; thereafter it occurs 
intermittently, in records of various kinds, until 1377. Whether 
the same person is denoted in all these documents, the evidence 
so far adduced does not enable us to say; but it seems to be 
extremely probable that the Simon German who witnessed 
two Cossington charters in 1343 was the eldest surviving 
son of Ralph and Juliana. All that can be said definitely, 
however, is that the Germans retained their position at 
Cossington after the deaths of Ralph and Juliana, and that, from 
1843 to 1377, the only head—or heads— of the family of whom 
we have any knowledge bore the Christian name of Simon. 
Nothing is said in the Babington abstract-of the period between
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1313 and 1412-13, in the latter of which years two John Germans, 
father and son, are shown to have had interests in Cossington.

The name of John German first appears in the Poll Tax list 
for 1377, where it comes third and immediately follows the entry : 
"Simon Germayn and wife, 2s.". If this John was the son of 
Simon and his wife, he was probably a young man at the time; 
for he paid only fourpence, the minimum tax levied from every 
ordinary inhabitant of small means. Twelve years later, there 
were two John Germans at Cossington, as is proved by a deed 
which, though it was given in our chapter on the Somervill- 
Willughby succession, it will be convenient to print again here :

Rothley MSS. Charter by which John German, of 
Cosington, Roger Somervill, Symon Somervill, Alex 
ander Meysam, Henry Broun, Thomas Bateman, all 
of Cosington, Thomas Hand and Gilbert Hand, then 
wardens of the parish church of Cosington, remised and 
quitclaimed to Geoffrey de Asselyn, of Cosington, bis 
heirs and assigns for ever, half a rood of arable land 
lying in Agenore Brogth, one rood of land at Bestwyn- 
deke, 2 half roods called 2 fines next Bradgate, for a cer 
tain sum of £3 to them well and truly paid by the said 
Geoffrey in the said church, to hold to Geoffrey, his heirs 
and assigns for ever.
These being witnesses, John German, John Tyryngton, 
Nicholas I/ewyn, Nicholas Taylor, all of Cosyngton. 
Dated Cosington on St. Petronilla the virgin, 12 Richard 
II, 1389.

The name of one of the John Germans of Cossington appears 
among those of other witnesses to another charter, also from 
the Rothley collection, which was referred to towards the end of 
the chapter on the Somervill-Willughby descent: —

Rothley MSS. Know all men that I, Symon Pynkeney, 
son and heir of William Pynkeney, of Cosington, have 
for myself and my heirs for ever quitclaimed to John 
Tyryngton and Joan, his wife, and the heirs of William 
Pynkeney, formerly husband of the same Joan, all the 
right and claim which I have in all the lands and tene 
ments which came to me by hereditary right after the 
death of William Pynkeney and Mariota, my mother.
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I further have quitclaimed to John and Joan all actions, 
real and personal, which I had towards them, for the 
sum of 50s. yearly to be paid to me for my life.
These being witnesses, William Cosyington, vicar of the 
church of Norton by Galby, Alexander Meysam, of 
Cosington, William Meysam, Simon Somervyll, John 
German, all of Cosington, John Oudeby of Sadington, 
notary public.
Dated Leycester on Saturday before St. Gregory the 
pope, 15 Richard II, 1392.

A John German was also among the witnesses to the following 
charter, which concerns the John and Joan Tyryngton mentioned 
above:—

Rothley MSS. Charter by which the prior and convent 
of Ulverscroft grant to John de Tyryngton and Joan, 
his wife, part of a messuage next the messuage of the 
said John, to hold of the prior and convent and their 
successors, rendering therefore yearly one rose and 
doing the right service to the chief lords of the fee.
These being witnesses, Roger Somervill, John German, 
Alexander de Meysam, Symon Somervill, Thomas 
Hande and others.
Dated Cosington on St. Vincent the martyr, 18 Richard 
II, 1395.

The compiler of the Babington abstract of title, as we have 
seen, skips the hundred years from 1313, when Reynold Wauton 
released the Cossington land and rights that he then held to Ralph 
and Juliana German, to 1412-13, when John German, the elder, 
made a grant to his son and heir, John German, who, like his 
father, is described as of Cossington. Mr. Farnham gives a much 
fuller record of this transaction than the summary provided by 
Mr. Babington, and this is preceded by an abstract of a fine, dated 
five years earlier, in which the Danet family are mentioned in 
connection with Cossington.

The Danets are best known through their long association 
with the manor of Bromkinsthorpe, in the West Field of Leicester. 
The late Mr. Charles James Billson, in his paper "The Open 
Fields of Leicester", printed in the fourteenth volume of our



l6 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Transactions, gives (on pp. 6-7) the following particulars of 
Bromkinsthorpe and the families that held lands there :—

The West Fields of Leicester, including some of the 
Braunston meadows, had been manorialized before the 
date of the Domesday Survey. The manor was then known 
as "Brunestanetorp", and was the property of Hugh de 
Grentesmesnil [to whom the lordship of L/eicester and of 
the honour of Leicester had been granted by William the 
Conqueror]. Brunestanetorp, or Bromkinsthorpe, as it was 
generally called, was divided, some time after the Nor 
man Conquest, into two nearly equal portions, Welsh 
or Danet's Hall, on the north-west; and Westcotes, on 
the south-west. Welsh Hall belonged to the Welsh, or 
Walsh, family until the end of the fifteenth century; 
but in the sixteenth century the Danets were located 
there, and they had owned land in Bromkinsthorpe two 
or three centuries earlier. In 1422 "Le Welsche Hall 
and John Danet's land in the lordship of Bromkins 
thorpe" were stated to contain 23 acres and two and a 
half roods. The whole of Bromkinsthorpe was said to 
comprise, in 1279, 31 virgates (about the same as in 
1627), which Miss Bateson, in her introduction to the 
first volume of the Records of the Borough of Leicester, 
took to be "roughly speaking perhaps 930 acres". But 
her calculation of the average content of the virgate in 
Leicestershire was too high. She estimated it at thirty 
acres, which is [regarded as] the general average 
throughout England, though the acreage of the virgate, 
or yardland, varied of course greatly in different districts 
according to the quality of the soil......... Danet's Hall
continued to be in the possession of the Danets until the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, when it was 
acquired by the Watts Family, and afterwards passed to 
other owners.

If the virgate in Bromkinsthorpe was the same as our records 
show it to have been in Cossington and Skeffmgton, viz., twenty- 
four acres, the total measurement would be seven hundred and 
forty-four acres, instead of Miss Bateson's "roughly speaking 
perhaps 930 acres". Readers who are interested in Bromkins 
thorpe and the Danets may be referred to an indented agreement,
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dated June 16, 1*428, and printed on pages 234-244 of the second 
volume of the Records of the Borough of Leicester, made between 
the dean and chapter of the New Collegiate church of the blessed 
Mary at Leicester and John Swallwell, clerk, on the one part, and 
Richard Danet of Bromkinsthorpe and others on the other part, 
concerning "a certain right of way which the said Richard claims 
and asserts himself to have for himself and his tenants of Brom 
kinsthorpe from his manor of Bromkinsthorpe through the town 
of Leicester", and so on. The two Cossington abstracts, to 
which these somewhat digressive remarks are prefatory, are as 
follows : —

Fine. Oct. St. Michael, 9 Henry IV, 1407. Between 
William Danet, the elder, and Juliana^ his wife, plain 
tiffs, and William Wynteby, clerk, Robert atte Brooke, 
chaplain, and John Donyngton, of Leycester, defendants 
of 5 messuages, 4 virgates, 49i acres of land, 13 acres 
of meadow and a moiety of a rood of land in Cosyngton 
and Wylughby Waterles [i.e. Willoughby Waterleys, 
called Willoughby Waterless, a village about nine miles 
south of Leicester]. Grant to William Danet and 
Juliana for their lives, remainder to John son of William 
and Juliana and the issue of John. In default of issue 
to John, 4 messuages and 4 virgates of land in Wy 
lughby Waterles are to go to the right heirs of William 
Danet, and a messuage, 49j acres of land and 13 of 
meadow and half a rood of meadow in Cosington to the 
right heirs of Juliana, for ever.
Rothley MSS. Charter. Know all men that I, John 
German of Cosington, have given and by this my charter 
have confirmed to John German, of the same, my son 
and heir, and to Joan, his wife, daughter .of Geoffrey 
Poutrell, of Radeclyf [i.e. Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake], my 
water and fulling mills with the separate fishing in the 
waters of Sore and Wreyke, with all suits and com 
modities to the same mills and water pertaining. I have 
also given to the said John, my son, and to Joan, one 
messuage and one virgate of land in Cosington, which 
William Wyles, of Cosington, holds at will. I have also 
given to the same John and Joan 4s. of yearly rent and 
all other service of Thomas Pynkeneye, of Cosington,
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issuing from a messuage, now three cottages, and one 
virgate of land in Cosington, late of William Pynkeneye, 
which he holds of me by the said service and knight 
service.
I have also given to the same John and Joan 2s. 8d. of 
yearly rent issuing from certain lands and tenements in 
Cosington which John Danet [presumably the son of 
William and Juliana Danet mentioned in the fine of 
1407] holds of me by the said service and knight service, 
to hold the foregoing to John and Joan and their joint 
issue, of the chief lords of the fee by the right and 
accustomed service. And if it happens that John die 
without issue by Joan, the said mills, etc., will remain 
to my assigns and heirs for ever.
These being witnesses, William Somervill, John Tyryng- 
ton, Thomas Pynkeneye, all of Cosington, and others. 
Dated Cosington, Wednesday before St. Martin, 14 
Henry IV, 1412.

John German, the elder, did not long survive the granting of this 
charter; for the next item in Mr. Farnham's collection, taken 
from page 221 of the third volume of Nichols's Leicestershire, 
is an inventory of the properties held in chief by him, at the time 
of his death, in Cossington : —

In 1414, John German, of Cossington, died seised of 6 
messuages, 2 cottages, 7$ virgates of land and 2s. 4^d. 
rent in Cossington, held of the king, as of the honor of 
Huntingdon, by knight service. And John German was 
his son and heir.

John German, the elder, appears to have succeeded the Simon 
German whose name occurs in the Poll Tax record of 1377, when 
he, for himself and his wife, paid two shillings, a higher sum 
than was contributed by any other resident at Cossington except 
Roger Somervill, who, for himself and his wife, paid the same 
amount. John German, as a person of standing in the place, 
is first mentioned in a charter, quoted above, of 1389. He must, 
therefore, have been the head of the family at Cossington for at 
least twenty-five years. The documents give us no clue to his 
personal characteristics.

The charter of 1412 tells us that the John German who in 
1414 succeeded to his father, John German the elder, was married
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to Joan, daughte%of Geoffrey Poutrell, of Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake, 
the parish of which adjoins that of Cossington on the east, or a 
little to the north of east. The Poutrells had been a leading 
family at Ratcliffe for many years; they also held lands in Burton- 
on-the-Wolds, Prestwold and Wimeswold, which are all between 
Ratcliffe and the Nottinghamshire border, and to the east of 
Loughborough. As the Poutrells were such near neighbours of 
the Cossington families whose descents we are considering, it will 
not be irrelevant to present here the items concerning them 
printed on pages 325-328 of the Ratcliffe series of abstracts in the 
fifth volume of Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes: —

Curia Regis Roll 171. Midi., 45-46 Henry III, 1261, 
m. 32, Leyc.: William Burdett demands v. William 
Lymare a fourth part of a knight's fee, except 2 tofts, 
half a virgate, 3 acres of land, and 17 acres of meadow 
in Radeclive as his right, and of which William Burdet, 
kinsman of the said William, whose heir he is, was 
seised in his demesne as of fee on the day he died. And 
from William, who died without issue, the fee reverted 
to a certain Richard as uncle and heir, and from Richard 
to Hugh, the father of William, who now demands as 
son and heir. William de Lymare says that he does 
not wholly hold the said land, but that Geoffrey Puterell 
holds a virgate, and the abbot of Leicester holds the 
advowson of the church which is a part of the said fee of 
which he holds nothing in demesne or in service, there 
fore William de Lymare is without a day, and William 
Burdet is in mercy, and let him prosecute by another 
writ.

A member of the Burdet family, described as "the wife of Robert 
Burdet", held of Robert de Buci two carucates of land in Rat 
cliffe at the time of the Domesday.

The next record that we have of a Poutrell at Ratcliffe is 
dated 1327, when William Poutrel paid twenty-one pence to the 
Lay Subsidy of that year. The only persons in the village who 
paid more were Matilda the wife of Nicholas, whose tax was 
three shillings, and Adam in the Wylughes, who contributed 
twenty-three pence. To the Lay Subsidy of 1332, Thomas 
Poutrel paid two shillings and ninepence, Adam in the Wylughes
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two shillings and eightpence, and John son of Nicholas three 
shillings. The name of Thomas Poutrel, or Poutrell, occurs also 
in the two following abstracts : —

Coram Rege Roll 401. Mich., 34 Edward III, 1360, m. 
25, Leyc. : Thomas Poutrel, of Radclif on Wreke, v. 
John Gunner,, of Thursyngton {i.e. Thrussington], 
Ralph Bret, of Thursyngton, and John, son of William 
Fisshere, of Radecliff, in a plea of trespass.
Coram Rege Roll 420. Mich., 39 Edward III, 1365, m. 
14 d. Leys.: Roger Somervill, of Cosyngton, v. Ralph 
de Wylewes, of Radeclyf, Felicia who was the wife of 
Thomas Poutrell, Nicholas Gode, John, son of William 
Attesok, and Roger Williamson and Thomas, his brother, 
in a plea of trespass.

The following members of the family contributed to the Poll 
Tax of 1377: John Poutrell and wife, Felicia Poutrell, Geoffrey 
son of Felicia Poutrell, and Alice Poutrell. All these paid at the 
lowest rate of fourpence for each person or married pair, the only 
people in the village who paid more being "Thomas Pachet and 
wife, artifex, 12d." The total amount collected at Ratcliffe was 
twenty shillings and fourpence. The sum contributed to the 
same tax for this year by the people of Cossington was twenty- 
four shillings. It will have been observed that Thomas Poutrell, 
who died before 1365, and Felicia, his wife, had a son called 
Geoffrey Poutrell. This name appears in each of the following 
Ratcliffe abstracts: —

De Banco Roll 552. Hilary, 22 Richard II, 1399, m. 
327, Leyc.: Geoffrey Poutrell, of Radeclyff, v. 
William Wheteley, of Bradden, and Nicholas Couper, 
of Leicester, in pleas of £20 each.
De Banco Roll 626. Trinity, 5 Henry V, 1417, m. 235 
d. I/eyc.: Gerard Ufflete, chivaler, v. Geoffrey Poutrell, 
of Radeclyff, gent., in a plea of accounts while he was 
bailiff.
De Banco Roll 635. Easter, 2 Henry VI, 1424, m. 7, 
Leyc.: Thomas Farnham v. Geoffrey Poutrell, of 
Ratcliff on Wreake, gent., in a plea that he render him 
a written obligation and a chirograph which he detains.
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De Banco, Roll 695. Mick., 13 Henry VI, 1434, m. 77
d. Leyc.: Thomas Ashby, of Lowesby, v. John Danet,
of Gaddesby, gent., Geoffrey Poutrell, of Ratcliff on
Wreake, gent., and Thomas Farnham, of Querndon [i.e.
Quorndon], gent., in pleas of £25 each.
De Banco Roll 715. Mich., 18 Henry VI, 1439, Leyc. :
Geoffrey Poutrell, of Radeclyff on Wreke, v. Thomas
Fraunceys, parson of BLaby church, in a plea of £20.

There were probably at least two Geoffrey Poutrells at Ratcliffe
between 1377, when the name first appears (in the Poll Tax
account), and 1439, the date of the last De Banco record in which
it occurs. It is impossible to say in which of the above abstracts
it denotes the father-in-law of John German, junior; but the
documents, collectively, show that the Poutrells were a family
of good status at Ratcliffe when, and for some time before, the
Germans held their manor in Cossington.

The Thomas Farnham mentioned in two of the abstracts, 
dated respectively 1424 and 1434, was a younger son of John de 
Farnham (died 1416), who in 1392, with John Smith and John 
Herbert, founded a chantry in the chapel of Quorndon for a 
priest to celebrate divine service every day for ever. Thomas 
Farnham was the originator of a junior branch of the Farnham 
family whose seat was the Nether Hall, Quorndon. There 
is an interesting account of him on page 9 of his descendant's 
Quorndon Records: —

Thomas Farnham [who adopted the Law as his pro 
fession] acted as his mother's attorney in her suit against 
her daughter-in-law in 1417 and continued to be actively 
employed in his profession for the rest of his life. He 
is described by his nephew, Robert Farnham, in a 
Chancery suit of 1454, as "a clerk and a writer, a maker 
of deeds and a great courtholder''. In 1440 Thomas Farn 
ham was one of the Justices of the Peace appointed to act 
as commissioners for assessing the Subsidy on Aliens 
which parliament had granted to the king for the defence 
of the sea. He served for many years as Justice of the 
Peace and for Gaol Delivery for co. Leicester. He 
married Emmota or Maud Hercy, of Grove, co. Notts., 
by whom he had one son, John Farnham. The closing 
years of Thomas Farnham's life were harassed by the
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knowledge that his only son, John, contemplated selling 
the landed estate at Quorndon and the neighbourhood 
that Thomas had put together with the fruits of his 
industry; so he strictly entailed his estate in his will; 
but, in spite of this precaution, John Farnham seems 
from the deeds to have sold some portions of his patri 
mony. Thomas Farnham died about the year 1461. 

We must now return to the sequence of provenances concerning the 
German manor at Cossington, from the last of which we learned 
that John German, the elder, died in 1414, and that John German 
was his son and heir. This son was the John German who 
married Joan Poutrell and in 1412, with the said Joan, received a 
considerable grant of lands and other properties in Cossington 
from his father. The earliest references to him after he had 
succeeded his father come under the year 1428 : —

Feudal Aids. Vol. iii, p. 120. 1428. From Hugh
Willoughby for a fourth part of one knight's fee in
Cosington, which I/ucy de Somervyle formerly held
there—Aid 20d.
From John Germayn for a fourth part of a knight's fee
which he holds in Cosington, and which Simon Germayn
formerly held there—Aid 20d.
Rothley MSS. Charter by which William Somervyll,
of Cosington, granted to Sir John Horrye, chaplain,
Ralph Peyl, of Syleby, William Horrye, of Wylleby,
and William Bayly, of Wylleby, one messuage in
Cosington, next the tenement of John Jerman on the
north.
These being witnesses, John Jerman, Reginald Hulcoc,
Roger Godfelow, John L,amplow and others.
Dated Cosington, on the feast of St. Martin, 27 Henry
VI, 1448.

Under 1450, we find three important and interesting charters, 
which increase our knowledge of John German and exemplify 
the legal methods of his time: —

Rothley MSS. Know present and to come that I, John 
German, of Cosington, have given and by this my 
charter have confirmed to Robert Hanson, chaplain, my 
portion of a mill called Cosington milne, which mill I
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hold conjijintly with Margaret, who was the wife of 
Hugh Willughby, knight, and one messuage in Leicester 
situated in a street called Southgate in the parish of St. 
Mary. To hold to Robert, his heirs and assigns for ever, 
of the chief lords of the fee.
These being witnesses, Thomas Erdyngton, of Barrow 
on Sore, knight, Richard Walsh, of Onlep [i.e. Wanlip], 
esq., Richard Neel, of Prestwold, Thomas Farnham, of 
Querndon, Robert Chaumbleyn, of Segrave, and others. 
Dated Cossington on 27 July, 28 Henry VI, 1450.

Ibid. Charter by which John Jerman, of Cosington, 
gave to Robert Hanson, chaplain, a messuage and vir- 
gate of land now in the tenure of John Howeby, a 
messuage and virgate now in the tenure of William 
Caley, a messuage and bovate in the tenure of Robert 
Kene, smyth, and a rent and service of 10s. issuing out 
of a messuage of Reginald Hulcock, all in Cosington, 
to hold to Robert Hanson, his heirs and assigns, of the 
chief lords of the fee, for ever. 
The witnesses and date are the same as above.
Rothley MSS. Know all men that I, Robert Hanson, 
chaplain, have bargained and by this my charter have 
delivered to Walter Kebyll, esq., Richard Neel, John 
Atwelle, chaplain, Richard Gelot, John Jerman and 
Joan, his wife, all my lands, tenements, rents and ser 
vices in Thorp Langton and a toft in Leicester in the 
parish of St. Mary, an acre of meadow and 9 roods of 
land in Leicester, a cottage in Leicester in a street called 
"Senvey gate", rent and service of 4s. from a house of 
John Prat in Cosington, rent and service of 2s. from a 
messuage of William Somervile in Cosyngton, rent and 
service of 4£d. from a cottage of Roger Gudfelow in 
Cosington, rent and service of 6d. from a toft and virgate 
of land of the abbot of Osolveston [i.e. Owston] in 
Cosington, rent and services of 2s. from a messuage of 
John Lamplowe in Cosington, and rent and service from 
a messuage of the said John Jerman in Leicester in 
Southgate, which lands, rents, etc., I lately had of the 
gift and enfeoffment of the said John Jerman, to hold
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to the said Walter and the others, their heirs and assigns 
for the life of John Jerman and Joan and the longer liver 
of them, the reversion to John Gelot and Alice, his wife, 
the daughter of the said John Jerman and Joan, and the 
issue of John Gelot and Alice, in default to the right 
heirs of John Jerman for ever, to hold of the chief lords 
of the fee.
N.B.—The witnesses are the same as in the two former 
charters.
Dated Cosington on 28 July, 28 Henry VI, 1450.

Robert Hanson, the chaplain, would have no beneficial right in 
the properties of which the legal ownership was temporarily 
granted to him by John German. The intent of the first two 
charters may be gathered from the third, which concerns another 
set of properties. By this, Hanson conveyed the lands, rents, 
etc., specified in it, recently granted to him by John German, to 
a bpdy of trustees, their heirs and assigns, who were to hold them 
to the use of the same John German and his wife; and, after the 
death of the survivor of these two, to the use of John and Alice 
Gelot, and their issue; or, failing such issue, to the right heirs of 
John German for ever. These persons—John and Joan German, 
their lineal descendants, or the heirs of John German—were to 
be the actual beneficiaries of the settlement.

According to the Babington abstract of title, John and Joan 
German had five daughters: Joan Doyley, Isabel Blythe, Alice 
Gillot (the Alice Gelot mentioned above), Elisabeth Butler, and 
Margot (who died without issue). The same authority tells us 
that "Raffe Butler, husband to the said Elisabeth, did, together 
with the said Elisabeth, 21 Edward IV (1481) let and grant to 
Anthony Butler, their son and heir, and to one Thomas Chaum- 
bleyn, of Cosington, his manor called ' St. Jerman's manor' 
excepted to the said Raffe and Elisabeth, inter alia, his Court 
Baron and all his chief rents, with the court issues, profits and 
emoluments of the said court, which appeareth by a copy of the 
said lease in paper noted on the backsyde with my father's own 
hand...... Also the said Raffe, did before that, -viz., in the first
year of Edward IV (1461) betake and let to farm to J. B. of 
Cosington, husbandman, his manor called 'St. German's manor' 
in Cosington aforesaid for certain years, which also appeareth by
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a like copy of leas^ noted likewise .by my father's own hand". 
The name of Ralph Butler, Elisabeth's husband, appears in the 
following Cossington abstract, which also contains one last 
reference to the John German who married Joan Poutrell and 
was Ralph's father-in-law: —

Rothley MSS. Charter by which John Somervile, son 
and heir of William Somervile, grants to Ralph Boteler 
one plot with a cottage lately built in Cosington, between 
the land of John German and land of William Crispe; 
to hold to Ralph, his heirs and assigns, of the chief 
lords of the fee for ever.
These being witnesses, John Baker, Roger Godefelowe, 
Reginald Hulcock, of Cosington.
Dated Cosington on 26 September, 32 Henry VI, 1453. 

A moiety of Cossington mill, which in 1450 John German held 
conjointly with the relict of Hugh Willughby, was in 1477 in 
the possession of a certain Margaret German, who may have been 
John German's daughter Margot (said in the Babington abstract 
to have died without issue), as is shown in the following extract 
from the Rothley MSS. : —

Charter by which Margaret German, of Cosington, 
bargained and to farm let to Thomas Gyllot all her 
moiety of a watermill and a moiety of a fulling mill 
under one roof in Cosington, as also her separate fishing 
in a water called le Sore, together with the moiety of 
the willows growing there on the pond called le Milne- 
dame and the moiety of the pond, from the feast of St. 
Martin next to come for a term of 10 years next ensuing 
at a yearly rent of ? 63s. 4d. with a clause of main 
tenance.
These being witnesses, John Kebeell, esq., Thomas 
Kebeell, Ralph Boteler and others.
Dated Cosington on 9 October, 17 Edward IV, 1477. 

Thomas Gyllot, the lessee of Margaret's moiety of the mill, etc., 
was probably a relation of the John Gelot, or Gillot, who married 
John German's daughter Alice.

The medieval descent of the Meisham-Wauton-German manor 
in Cossington has now been traced, not indeed completely, but 
with a fair approximation to consecutiveness, from the materials
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assembled by Mr. Farnham. In the next chapter, an attempt 
will be made to show, broadly, through what channels the greater 
part of the lands and manorial rights in the village came into 
the possession of the Babingtons.




