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Editorial

Another very varied selection of articles, short features and reviews has been 
contributed by the local historian community of Leicestershire and beyond. Many of the 
articles for this year's edition concern individuals and families with county connections. 
They range from Pomesday mention of the tenant of Ponington le Heath manor house: 
through the early Tudor court links with Leicestershire; to the life of the painter George 
Samuel Elgood, who died in 1943.

Two articles, that by Michael Freeman on Keyham and the slow demise of small village 
schools and another by Robin Jenkins on tracing evidence of the Anglo-i5oer War, show 
Interesting local facets of national social trends and events. J P i3ennett continues his 
life's work on chronicling writing about Leicestershire In a variety of publications, this time 
the Illustrated London News. John has also contributed a lively description of Charles 
Dickens' visits to Leicester In the 1S>60s and a hair-raising journey home again. Joyce Lee 
follows her article on milestones, published in the 2000 edition of the Historian, with a 
related piece on signposts.

This enormous range of topic and period is, I think, the great strength of the 
Leicestershire Historian. It provides a taster to the wealth of material available within our 
local resources of museums, libraries and Record Office, and affords an Insight Into the 
scope and depth of research work which Is constantly being carried out In the county.

I must again thank John Hinks for enthusing his dedicated team of reviewers and editing 
their work. This has been a very busy year for John and I am grateful that he made time 
for the Historian. Alan McWhirr has, as always, made this publication possible. My thanks 
go to him and all the historians, amateur and professional, who have contributed to this 
year's edition.

Helen Edwards

Editor: Helen Edwards. All contributions should be sent to the Editor, 
75 Westfield Road, Leicester, LE3 6HU.

Published by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
The Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, Leicester, LE1 5FQ.

Copyright © The Society and the individual authors 2001. 

ISSN 0024-0664

Printed by the Reprographic Unit, University of Leicester, 
designed and laid out by Alan McWhirr.
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George Samuel Elgood 1851 -1943

O n October 9th 2001 the Leicestershire and 
Rutland Garden Trust will commemorate the 
birth, 150 years ago, of George Samuel Elgood 

with a lecture at the Adult Education College, 
Wellington Street, Leicester. The lecture will be given 
by Eve Eckstein, Elgood's biographer and great-niece.

G. S. Elgood was born in the second half of the 19th 
century at his parents - Samuel and Jane Octavia's, 
home at 21 Oxford Street, when Leicester was still very 
much a hosiery city and spinning wheels and hand 
looms were still found in many cottages.

The Elgoods were connected by marriage to other
prominent Leicester families such as the Salts, the
Harrises and the Fulleyloves. George was one of ten
children - seven sons and three daughters. The eldest
sons were employed by the Post Office, the Railway and
one as a technologist at the Art and Technology
School. Three of the brothers, my
grandfather Richard, John Egbert and
Clement started the art metal firm
'Elgood Brothers' at Friar Lane,
later at 2 Market Street. Here they
specialised in high quality
metalwork such as the gates at
the Midland & Great Central
Railway Station (now London
Road Station), the park gates at
Victoria Park (now moved to the
Abbey Park) and commissions
included the slate and gilt sundial
for Leicester Cathedral. Their
trademark was a mythological dragon
indicating their interest and enthusiasm for
the Arts and Crafts movement.

George was away from Leicester during part of the 
1870s, but when his father Samuel Elgood died in 
1874, he had to give up his art studies at the South 
Kensington School of Art and return to take over the 
family yarn business and also supervise his younger 
brothers', Richard, Egbert and Clement's, metal work 
firm. As young men the Elgood brothers had cycled 
around the Leicestershire countryside recording the 
interiors of churches which were undergoing 'Victorian 
Improvements'. Their parents, Jane Octavia and 
Samuel, had furnished their homes with what would 
have been thought of as 'old fashioned' furniture and 
decoration, the term "antique' not being current at that 
time. As a result the children grew up with an interest 
and love of 'old things'.

In 1883 George married one of his painting pupils, Mary 
Clephan, whose father was a JP living in Regent Street.

George and Mary moved first to 11 Oxford Street but by 
1887 they had moved to larger premises at 8 The 
Crescent, which were more suited to George's art classes.

George's first painting visit to France was in 1882 
where his subject matter was mostly architecture, his 
main subject whilst at South Kensington, so these early 
works are of chateaux and cathedrals. However, the 
summer months were spent in Brittany at the same time 
as Paul Gauguin, although there is no record of their 
having met. Many painters were finding the area around 
Pont Aven and Quimpere very stimulating and it was at 
this time that his interest in landscape and trees began.

His first exhibition at the Fine Arts Society in Bond Street 
shows that he had painted many famous English gardens 
such as Arley, Melbourne in Derbyshire, Berkeley, 
Montacute, Compton Wynyates and Penshurst. In some 

his wife Mary, appears in 18th century costume - 
a fashionable addition to many of the early 

Elgood water colours. In The Terrace, 
Berkeley, Mary actually appears twice 

standing in two different poses. I am 
sure that with her lifelong interest in 
costume, she would have made 
these dresses herself.

Topiary also plays a very 
important part in these garden 
water colours, giving a most 

satisfactory background and 
contrast in texture to the flower 

borders. George was also very 
successful when painting brick, stone 

and ironwork in the form of gate piers and 
gates - again these gave structure and vertical 

strength to the flowers. He continued to exhibit at the 
F.A.S. until 1918. The Elgood's annual pattern was to 
go abroad, most often to Italy in the spring, returning in 
the autumn, either to their cottage at Markfield in 
Leicestershire or Knockwood in Kent, to finish the 
paintings and dispatch them for mounting and framing, 
to London.

I have made a study of the plants loved by the Elgoods, 
cultivated both because of their visual attractiveness and 
also because of their usefulness in providing vertical 
features in George's water colours. The garden in which 
I grew up, I now realise, contained many of their 
favourites, the love of which my mother, Joan Park, had 
inherited from her uncle, George Samuel. So there were 
tall hollyhocks, michaelmas daisies and red hot pokers 
as well as love-in-the-mist, roses and pinks and a 
carefully clipped holly bush - even if it had no topiary 
peacock gracing its top.

1
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In 1904 George, in conjunction with Gertrude Jekyll, 
produced, for Longmans, Some English Gardens - a 
slight misnomer as it contains some water colours of 
Scottish and Irish gardens! In a letter to a cousin 
George says that Miss Jekyll wrote the text assisted by 
copious notes supplied by himself, he states that she 
made his notes much more readable. However, his 
extensive knowledge of the history and development of 
gardens through the ages was invaluable to George 
when, in 1907, he produced a companion volume for 
Longman - Italian Gardens writing the text and 
supplying 100 water colours. Both these books were 
very popular and in an agreement with Longmans, 
George was allowed to reproduce all the water colours 
in black and white. Two years later full colour 
reproductions appeared in garden books which were in 
print until the outbreak of WWII.

George also co-operated with the poet laureate, Alfred 
Austin, to produce two volumes - Lamia's Winter 
Quarters - about a group of friends who travelled 
through France and Italy   the text now seems 
impossibly flowery - as was the case with the companion 
volume The Garden That I Love, this time based on 
English gardens. Elgood's water colours make both 
these books well worth collecting. In his old age 
Elgood's painting style became more impressionistic 
and the flowers appear to need no addition of gates, 
figures or animals. They stand on their own - 
satisfactorily and naturally blending with each other.

Elgood's last years, sadly, showed his sarcastic feelings 
about his fellow garden designers, such as Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, Thomas Mawson and A.L. Baldry. In a 
gardening book which he gave to my father in the 1930s 
the margins are filled with pencilled comments about 
the authors' ideas on gardening - such as, "Baldry 
knows little of garden planning etc. beyond what he has 
'picked up' from 'Country Life', Mawson and other equally 
valuable authorities!"

When George Samuel Elgood died in 1943 his niece, 
also called Jane Octavia Elgood after her mother, who 
had looked after him at his final home at Knockwood, 
Tenterden in Kent, followed the instructions in his will 
and managed, even in the difficult final years of WWII,

to arrange for furniture and Elgood water colours to be 
delivered to his nephews and nieces. In my mother, 
Joan Park's case, it meant the exciting arrival of a large 
18th century oak bureau and a 16th century oak chest, 
various of his garden water colours and some Turkish 
rugs. On closer examination the bureau, which is still 
amongst my favourite possessions, contained several 
secret drawers   always an exciting find and what was 
even more exciting, rattling about in the smallest drawer 
was an ancient Roman coin   my life-long interest in 
antiques had begun. Jane Octavia also gave more than 
one hundred of G.S.E.'s "sketches' into the Society's 
keeping. The Transactions of the Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society for 1948 contains a 
report of this gift.

Jane Octavia, who was the daughter of George's brother 
Thomas, was an early member of the Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society and it is really 
due to her interest in the Elgood family, that when 
many of her nephews and nieces emigrated to America 
and Canada, as young people, she kept track of their 
addresses. When I, in my turn, emigrated to British 
Columbia in 1950 she gave me a list of addresses, most 
of whom I contacted and met whilst working in 
Vancouver and without which many of these valuable 
family contacts would have been broken.

So, when I heard that the Leicestershire and Rutland 
Garden Trust were intending to commemorate the 150 
years since Elgood's birth, I alerted as many North 
American cousins as I could and I hope, as well as a 
commemoration of G.S.E.'s life, it will also be a 
reunion of many of George Samuel's descendants, 
direct and indirect.

The Honorary Secretary writes:
There are many references in the minutes of the Society 
to the gift from Jane Elgood and its eventual placing on 
loan to the City Museum Service. The Elgood 
Collection is listed in the museum catalogue as a loan 
from the Society and it contains 84 attributed to the 
Elgoods, 59 were by GS and 25 by TS. In addition 
there are also works by Col Bellairs, Shirley Harrison, E 
S Fulleylove (i.e. Mrs J Fulleylove (nee Elgood)), Harry 
Ward and J Fulleylove.

The Society stocks back numbers of some volumes of the Leicestershire 
Historian and also back numbers of Transactions. If you would like to know 
what is available write to the Honorary Librarian, Mr A W Stevenson, 
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, The Guildhall, Guildhall 
Lane, Leicester LE1 5 FQ.
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Dickens in Leicester
JD Bennett

C harles Dickens started his famous public 
readings in April 1858 1 . They were adapted 
from his stories or episodes in his novels, and 

he could reasonably assume that his audience would be 
familiar with most of the original texts from which they 
had been taken. Performances usually lasted two hours, 
and although they were often physically and 
emotionally exhausting, 
Dickens, who had a life-long 
love of the theatre, seems to 
have derived considerable 
pleasure from them. They 
were highly successful, both 
artistically and financially, 
and were to continue 
intermittently to within a few 
months of his death in 1870.

A report of one of his early 
readings in London, at St 
Martin's Hall in Long Acre, 
gives an indication of his 
style and presentation:

'Mr Charles Dickens is an
excellent reader. He uses
little action, but he can make
his features eloquent. He is
far from monotonous, and
throws an alternation of light
and shade, so to speak, into
his reading, by means of a
rapid or slow utterance,
according to the character or
importance of the passages
read . . . Without any aid
from costume, or any extravagance of motion, by the
mere power of facial expression, he impersonates the
different characters of his stories, and brings them
ideally, but vividly, before the spectator's mind'.2

His first tour of towns and cities in Britain and Ireland 
began in August 1858, and on 29 October readers of 
the Leicester Journal learned that:

MR CHARLES DICKENS
WILL READ AT THE 

NEW MUSIC HALL, London Road, Leicester
(ONE NIGHT ONLY) 

ON THURSDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 4TH,
at Eight o'clock, His 

CHRISTMAS CAROL 3

The 'New Music Hall' was the Temperance Hall, at 65 
(later 87) Granby Street, designed for Thomas Cook

by James Medland and built in 18534 . The 
headquarters of the Leicester Temperance Society, the 
building was also used for lectures, concerts and 
meetings. Reserved seats in the stalls were four 
shillings, unreserved seats in the body of the hall, two 
shillings, and those in the gallery, one shilling.

Dickens arrived from his 
previous engagement at 
Wolverhampton with his 
staff, which included his 
manager, his secretary, and 
his valet, and he brought 
his own reading-desk. His 
visit attracted considerable 
public interest. The 
Leicester Chronicle reported 
that 'every part of the room 
was crowded', and that he 
'entirely absorbed' his 
listeners' attention5, while 
the Leicester Journal noted 
that the hall was well filled 
with a highly respectable 
audience, which were 
highly delighted with the 
entertainment afforded 
them'. 6 Afterwards he 
stayed overnight at the Bell 
Hotel, the former coaching 
inn in Humberstone Gate, 
before leaving Leicester for 
Oxford the following day.

There were further 
provincial tours in 1859 

and 1861-62. Then, after an interval of several years, 
they were resumed in 1866, with Chappell & Co., the 
London music publishers, as his agents. His original 
tour manager, Arthur Smith, had died in 1861, his 
successor had proved unsuitable, and George Dolby 
was now appointed in his stead.

When, in January 1867, it became known that Dickens 
would again be coming to Leicester, the banker 
Thomas Tertius Paget, who would later fund the 
building of the Royal Opera House in Silver Street, 
wrote inviting him to stay at Humberstone Hall. 
Dickens declined the offer, pointing out that during his 
tours he never accepted hospitality, but always put up 
at an hotel7 .

The reading, again in the Temperance Hall at 8.0 
p.m., took place on Friday 25 January 1867. This time 
it was a double bill: Doctor Marigold, the main item,
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was adapted from a story called 'Doctor Marigold's 
Prescriptions' which had originally appeared in the 
Christmas number of All the Year Round in 1865; and 
The Trial from Pickwick, a shorter piece, which was also 
known as Bardell and Pickwick3.

Prices were slightly higher this time, reserved seats 
costing five shillings, those in the body of the hall, two 
shillings and sixpence, and ones in the gallery, one 
shilling9 . These prices attracted some criticism from the 
Leicester Journal, which thought that they were too high, 
and that 'something might be done to place these and 
similar readings within hearing of a wider circle of our 
resident population', but the paper's reporter was 
impressed with Dickens' performance and the reception 
he got:

'Leicester did Mr Dickens due honour on Friday 
last. His re-appearance here on that occasion was 
the signal for a great display of local enthusiasm . . . 
Rich as well as poor, high as well as low - and here 
we have both - are afflicted with curiosity ... if 
with no higher sentiment; and probably no writer of 
the day has curiosity more centred upon him than 
has Charles Dickens.

'This was proved on Friday, when there was a large 
gathering in the Temperance Hall. The place was 
not crowded to overflowing, for there were several 
unoccupied seats in the reserved gallery - the 
natural result of a very mistaken system of high 
prices. Other parts of the building were filled, and a 
sea of delighted countenances were turned towards 
the reader - betokening by their changing and their

The Bell Hotel, 
______________ Leicester

varied expression, how well their owners 
sympathised with the happy thoughts, the tender 
sentiments, the wit, humour and profound pathos 
to which it was their privilege to listen.

. . . Nothing could be more life-like and effective. 
Much as our Leicester friends had heard and knew 
of Mr Dickens' reading ability, some present were 
evidently not prepared for its consummate 
excellence; much as they esteemed Mr Dickens as 
an author, they never knew how great an author he 
was till the evidence came from his own mouth.

'. . . Mr Dickens is well entitled to the thanks of his 
audience for his agreeable and memorable visit; and 
those who combined to give him such a warm 
reception have redeemed the credit of the town for 
being able to appreciate the beautiful and the 
true'. 10

As on the previous occasion, Dickens lodged at the Bell 
Hotel, and the following day he caught the morning 
express train for London from the Midland Station in 
Campbell Street 11 . It was the growing network of 
railways which made his tours possible, but he found his 
journey alarming, so much so that he wrote a letter to 
The Times warning the public about this particular train:

'I took that train this morning, leaving Leicester at 
9.35. The reckless fury of the driving and the 
violent rocking of the carriages obliged me to leave 
it at Bedford rather than come on to London with 
my through ticket. When we stopped at Market 
Harborough, general alarm was expressed by the
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passengers and strong remonstrances 
were urged on the officials, also, at 
Bedford. I am an experienced railway 
traveller at home and abroad; I was 
in the Staplehurst accident [in 1865]; 
I have been in trains under most 
conceivable conditions, but I have 
never been so shaken and flung 
about as in this train, and have never 
been in such obvious danger1 . 12

In October 1868 Dickens began what
was intended to be his farewell tour, and
at the beginning of January 1869
Chappell & Co. announced in the
Leicester Journal that they had made an
arrangement with him 'for One Farewell
Reading (The last Mr Dickens will ever
give in Leicester)' at the Temperance
Hall on Friday 5 February 1869 13 . The
evening was to include Boots at the Holly
Tree Inn, adapted from one of the
sketches in 'The Holly Tree Inn',
contained in the 1855 Christmas number
of Household Words, Sikes and Nancy, from Oliver Twist,
and Mr Bob Sawyer's Party, from Pickwick Papers. Prices
this time were six shillings and four shillings, but as on
previous occasions, admission was still possible for a
shilling.

The Journal reminded its readers that for nearly eleven 
years audiences had met Mr Charles Dickens face to 
face as a professional 'reader'. 'Those public 
appearances, as far as Leicester is concerned, were 
brought to a close on Friday evening last, when the 
Temperance Hall was well filled, several county families 
being present on the occasion. Mr Dickens was 
enthusiastically received'. After describing the 
performance, the Journal concluded, 'During the whole 
of Friday evening Mr Dickens held in his hands the 
hearts of some hundreds of men and women who may 
never again hear the voice nor see the face of one who, 
in the chosen pursuits of his life, has, by the versatility 
of his genius, ever appealed to their human sympathies 
and their higher aspirations'. 14

The Temperance Hall, where Dickens performed, 
witnessed many other celebrities, among them Jenny 
Lind, 'General Tom Thumb', H. M. Stanley, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton and Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst. In 1915 it 
became a cinema, known successively as the 
Cinema-de-Luxe, the Princes and the Essoldo, was 
closed in 1960, and demolished the following year. The 
Bell Hotel, where he stayed, was pulled down in 1970, 
and Campbell Street Station, from where he embarked 
on his terrifying journey to London, was replaced by a 
new station on London Road in 1892.

(1) He had been giving charity readings for several years 
before this, but these were the first paid ones done for his 
own benefit. The texts are in Philip Collins, Charles

TOJPER&KCE HAM* LEICESTER.

MR. S, ABTHUB 0HAPP1LL t«p to wtoosaee 
tfcat be h« made am afttaftiBeitt will*

HI. CHARLES DICSEN3
To Bead on FEIDAT EVENING, Jun. 2Stfc, 1867,

MOCTQM MAMffiOW
AND

THE TMIAL
The Reading will com nn?ne« it Eight o'clock, and be 

corapriaod wtthio Two boort.
Hie audieoe* 1* tajtmitl jr wp«rt»d to bo teatai ten 

ffik&fei before liiecomsaeaeeiJaeatof fh* Reading,
R«*rved Scab, S*. ; Body of tha Hdl, 2a. Gd. ; 

Gallery. Doe Shilling.
fldcftlt mm b* obtained ®f M«ws. Vice and Moan*. 

'* Bible and Crowa," ilarkct-plaee, where & plan of 
Hall may be§e«** and placet *eettf*L

Dickens: the public readings (1975).
(2) Illustrated London News, 3 1 July 1858.
(3) Leicester Journal, 29 Oct 1858. A Christmas Carol, his 

most popular item, had been his very first reading, given 
for charity at Birmingham Town Hall in December 1853.

(4) Granby Street then ended at Calais Hill; 'London Road' 
is probably a mistake on the part of the advertiser. 
Spencers' Illustrated Handy Guide to Leicester, 3rd ed. 
(1878), shows the Temperance Hall with the words 
'New Music Hall' under the pediment.

(5) Leicester Chronicle, 6Nov 1858, quoted in Graham Storey 
and Kathleen Tillotson, eds., The Letters of Charles 
Dickens, ml 8, 1850-1858 (1995), 692.

(6) Leicester Journal, 12Nov 1858.
(7) Graham Storey, ed., The Letters of Charles Dickens, vol 11, 

1865-1867 (1999), 298-9.
(8) Doctor Mangold and The Trial from Pickwick were two of 

the most performed pieces in Dickens' repertoire.
(9) The ticket prices seem to have been the same at each 

venue; Dickens always insisted that there should be some 
shilling seats for the less well-off members of the 
audience.

(10) Leicester Journal, 1 Feb 1867. He was paid approximately 
£60 a night at this time; in 1858, at the time of his first 
visit, it had been closer to £40.

(11) In 1867 St. Pancras Station was not yet built, though it 
was under construction, and south of Bedford the 
Midland Railway ran its trains via Hitchin into the Great 
Northern terminus at King's Cross.

(12) The Times, 29 Jan 1867. His letter, and those from 
several other passengers, had the desired effect: the 
Midland Railway undertook to ensure that in future 
trains on that stretch of line would not run at such high 
speeds; Storey, op. cit., 307.

(13) Leicester Journal, 8 Jan 1869.
(14) Leicester Journal, 12 Feb 1869. Leicester was fortunate: 

just over two months later, on 22 April 1869, Dickens' 
health had deteriorated so much, that the tour had to be 
abandoned.
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Family Connections: Dongington-le-Heath
Vanessa McLoughlin

A ccording to Domesday Book, the land in 
L\ Donington once belonged to Thorkell, as tenant 

A, JLof Nigel of Aubiguy, in 1086. We know nothing 
of Thorkell, except that his name was Danish. His 
overlord, Nigel, served King William Rufus, and then 
King Henry I. On his deathbed, Nigel requested that he 
be buried in the Abbey of Bee, and it appears that this 
abbey obtained the lands of Donington, probably 
through a legacy from Nigel. However, it is not until the 
beginning of the thirteenth century that we have further 
clues to the ownership of the land. Nichols, the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century Leicestershire 
antiquarian, tells us that a house once belonging to the 
de Sees family had been given to the Prior of Charley, 
and was being rented out to a certain Robert of Ibstock 
in 1210. Donington and Hugglescote had originally 
been administered as one large estate, although we 
know from the 18th century enclosure award that each 
village had its own open field system. So in 1210, a 
house, with about 100 acres was in the hands of the 
Prior of Charley, and was being rented out. In 1260 the 
remaining land in Donington and Hugglescote, which 
had not been donated to Charley Priory, was granted to 
Hugh Despenser.

In the late thirteenth century, Charley Priory rented out

their Donington estate to two tenants, William le Mey 
of Donington, and Richard de Charley. The first 
dwelling on the site was probably a timber framed hall 
built prior to the present house. Towards the end of the 
thirteenth century, a house which was held by Thomas, 
son of Roger de Charley, was sold to Robert de Herle 
and his wife Isabella. Robert de Herle was a lawyer, and 
we know from contemporary documents that he served 
John Comyn, Earl of Buchan, who lived a few miles 
away at Whitwick Castle.

The de Herle family were tenants of the Prior of 
Charley, and with the money that Robert earned 
through serving the Comyn family, he built the house 
which we see today. John Comyn supplied Hugglescote 
and Donington with brushwood from his woods in 
Charnwood Forest in the thirteenth century. We also 
know that some property holders in Donington opted to 
pay part of their rent in coal. This tells us that coal was 
being mined in the locality as early as the thirteenth 
century.

Robert de Herle served the Comyn family well, and 
when John Comyn went to Scotland to support his 
family's cause against Robert Bruce in their campaign 
to win the Scottish throne, Robert de Herle looked after

Donington le Heath manor house

6
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the Comyn property at Whitwick Castle. After John 
Comyn's death in 1308, Robert de Herle was executor 
for the Comyn estate. Robert died around 1330, and 
was buried in a chantry chapel at Garendon Abbey in 
Charnwood Forest, just a few miles to the east. His 
wife, Isabella, continued to live at Donington, probably 
until her own death a few years later. After her death, 
the property came into the hands of her brother-in-law, 
William de Herle, who was a circuit judge in the 
midlands. His son, another Robert, inherited the 
property at his father's death, after which time the 
house came into the hands of the Pakeman family.

By the beginning of the fifteenth century, the Digby 
family acquired the property through inheritance, for 
they were related to the Pakemans by marriage. They 
held the property, forfeiting it briefly in the fifteenth 
century for supporting the Lancastrians at the Battle of 
Towton in 1461. They then held it again throughout 
the sixteenth century, and bought the land and property 
after the dissolution of the monasteries.

The Digbys continued to be involved in religion and 
politics. They were staunch Roman Catholics 
throughout the Tudor period, and in 1605, Everard 
Digby, a nephew of John Digby who lived at the manor 
house, was involved in the Gunpowder Plot. Everard 
was executed along with Guy Fawkes in 1606.

The documents suggest that the Digbys lived in the 
house at the end of the sixteenth and the beginning of 
the seventeenth centuries. Some timbers from the roof 
have been given a date of about 1618, when the Digbys 
had a new roof and windows installed at the manor 
house. The house seems to have been a wedding gift to 
Anne Digby who married Thomas Swinglehurst at 
about this time. However, Anne and Thomas sold the 
'house back to the Digby family in 1620, in spite of the 
renovations which had been undertaken. In 1627 the 
Digbys divided the land and their (by now) three houses 
in Donington le Heath, and sold them. We cannot be 
sure from the documents which of the houses sold 
refers to the manor house. We know that one of the 
houses had an orchard, and another a dovehouse, but 
so far no evidence for these has been found on the site. 
Thomes Harley of Osgathorpe bought the manor house 
and some land in the seventeenth century, and then 
bequeathed the property in 1670 for charitable 
purposes. There is a story which tells us that about the

time that Thomas Harley wished to create the trust, his 
wife discovered that she was pregnant. He decided that 
the trust fund would be better made out to his unborn 
child, but Mary Harley insisted that her husband 
continue with the trust. The child, a girl, was less than 
two years old when her father died. However, when she 
grew up, she married the lord of the manor of 
Lockington, and so fears for her future had been 
unfounded.

The money raised by the Harley Trust from the renting 
out of the house and land enabled the trustees to run a 
school for children and a home for the widows of 
clergymen.

The manor house remained in the hands of the Harley 
Trust (or Osgathorpe Charity as it is sometimes called) 
for nearly 300 years, during which time it was occupied 
by tenant farmers. We probably owe the existence of the 
present house to the fact that no wealthy owner was in 
residence during these three centuries to update or 
demolish it. Nichols tells us that in the 18th century, the 
Burgess family lived at the manor house, which was 
then called 'Burgesses Old House'. Donington was 
renowned at this time for the production of milk and 
cheese. The house has a room called the Dairy, and 
when the 20th century restoration took place, a cheese 
press was found in here. In the nineteenth century, the 
census returns tell us that the Stones family lived in the 
house. At that time the farm was known as the 'House 
near the Ashby to Leicester Turnpike'. We are not sure 
when the Stones family left the house, but we know that 
in the late nineteenth century, the house was occupied 
by Thomas Bishop. In the twentieth century, the Hill 
family lived here, and there are local people who can 
still tell you tales about Piggy Hill, the farmer who 
owned pigs, and who farmed the surrounding fields. 
The house was bought by Leicestershire County 
Council in 1965. It was finally opened as a museum in 
1972, and has become a museum of archaeology for 
Leicestershire.

Since 1997, the museum has enjoyed a new lease of life. 
It has become the venue for a great many popular 
events which are held on a monthly basis. People come 
from all over the world to visit the Manor House to 
enjoy its medieval charm and its seventeenth-century 
style gardens.

An extended version of
this article will appear in

the 2002 edition of the
Leicestershire Historian.

Picture after the Luttrell Psalter by Sheana Me Loughlin.
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Local History in the Illustrated London News
J D Bennett

The Illustrated London News, 'the world's first illustrated weekly newspaper5 , began publication in 1842, and is 
still coming out, though it now only appears twice a year. It spawned many imitators and competitors, most 
of which were fairly short-lived. Ones which did survive included the Illustrated Times (1855-1872) and the 

Graphic (1869-1932). From the outset, it covered events not only in London, but throughout the British Isles and 
abroad as well.

In the absence of illustrations in both national and local 19th century newspapers, the wood engravings in the ILN 
are a useful resource. There are several books which demonstrate their range, including Panorama, 1842-1865 
(1967), History as Hot Nevis, 1865-1897 (1973), The Illustrated London News Social History of Victorian Britain (1975), 
and Nineteenth Century Railway History through the Illustrated London News (1984). Their value for local historians is 
considerable. There is no cumulative index, but each volume covering six months usually has a subject index and an 
index of engravings. The following list of Leicestershire items may be of interest to readers of the Historian:

5 Aug 1843 Birthplace of Bishop Latimer 
[at Thurcaston].

18 Nov 1843 Melton Mowbray.

16 Dec 1843 The Queen's Visit to the
Midland Counties [Belvoir, 
Thorpe Arnold, Melton 
Mowbray, Leicester].

20 Jan 1844 Cranoe [National School]. 

22 Mar 1845 The Late Miss Linwood.

25 Oct 1845 New Baptist Chapel at Leicester 
[Belvoir Street].

6 Oct 1849 Festivities at Coleorton Hall [to 
celebrate the majority of Sir 
George H. Beaumont, Bart.].

17 Aug 1850 Laying the Foundation Stone of 
the New Free Grammar and 
Commercial Schools at 
Loughborough.

1 May 1852 Bronze Statue of the Duke of 
Rutland [at Leicester].

27 Nov 1852 Floods in the Midland and
Western Districts - Destruction 
of the Crow Mills Viaduct on 
the Midland Railway, near 
Leicester [Wigston].

7 Feb 1857 Lying-in-State and Funeral of 
the Late Duke of Rutland, K. C.

20 Nov 1858 Blackfordby Church, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

9 Feb 1861 The Old Bow Bridge, Leicester.

24 Oct 1863 New Wesleyan Chapel,
Leicester [on Humberstone 
Road].

21 Nov 1863 First Meet of the Quorn at 
Kirby Gate.

18 July 1868 Leicester: Leaves from a 
Sketch-Book [Royal 
Agricultural Society and Royal 
Horticultural Society Shows on 
the race course].

30 Nov 1872 New Bank at Leicester
[National Provincial Bank, 
Granby Street].

1 Feb 1873 Testimonial to the Town Clerk 
of Leicester [Samuel Stone].

12 Aug 1876 New Town Hall, Leicester.

28 Oct 1876 The Fine-Art Exhibition at 
Leicester [Art Gallery].

24 Feb 1877 New School at
Breedon-on-the-Hill [for girls 
and infants].

14 Jan 1882 The Prince and Princess of 
Wales [at Bradgate].

21 Jan 1882 The Prince of Wales in Leicester. 

27 May 1882 Views of Leicester.

3 June 1882 The Royal Visit to Leicester 
[opening of the Abbey Park].

10 June 1882 The Royal Visit to Leicester 
[opening of the Abbey Park].
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New Baptist Chapel at Leicester (Belvoir Street). 25 Oct 1845. The Late Mr Hansom. 15 July 1882.

Floods in the Midland and Western Districts - Destruction of the Crow Mills Viaduct on the Midland 
Railway, near Leicester (Wigston). 27 Nov 1852.

15 July 1882 The Late Mr Hansom.

24 May 1884 The Wycliff Commemoration [at 
Lutterworth].

25 Feb 1888 The Snow in Leicestershire: 
clearing the road between 
Market Harborough and 
Kettering.

1 Mar 1890 The old Handloom 
Stocking-frame.

25 July 1891 Thomas Cook and Son's Jubilee.

28 Nov 1891 A Meet of the Quom at Ashby 
Folville.

23 July 1892 The Late Thomas Cooper. 

30 July 1892 The Late Mr Thomas Cook.

20 June 1896 The Royal Agricultural
Society's Show at Leicester. 
Sketches in the Town.

There are files of the Illustrated London Nevis at the 
Leicester City Reference Library in Bishop Street and 
at the University of Leicester Library.



Leicestershire Historian 2001

Did your ancestors serve in South Africa?
a guide to interpretation of family memorabilia and links to sources of 

information available in the Record Office

Robin P Jenkins

r I ^he South African, or Anglo-Boer War lasted
I from October 1899 until May 1902. Nearly

<L 450,000 British and British Empire troops
served in South Africa, including not only regular,
professional soldiers but also reservists called back to
the colours, militiamen, yeomanry and other volunteers,
including volunteer hospital units (such as St. John's
Ambulance).

(N.B. The references given below refer to documents available for 
consultation at the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and 
Rutland, Long Street, Wigston Magna, Leics., LE18 2AH. Most 
of the books referred to may also be consulted there).

1.1 DON'T KNOW MY ANCESTOR'S UNIT

You may be able to find out your ancestor's unit from 
material in your possession. Have you his medals? His 
name, number and unit will be given around the rim of 
the medals. Have you his service papers? His discharge 
papers or his pay book? They will all give valuable 
information.

Photographs will often contain direct evidence or clues 
to identify your ancestor's unit. His uniform may help 
determine if he fought on foot or on a horse. Badges

and buttons should identify his unit. Other insignia, 
rank and service or trade badges may tell a great deal of 
information. His equipment could hold vital clues.

Infantry
(e.g. Leicestershire Regiment)

ammunition in pouches
ankle boots
bayonet (or bayonet frog)
rifle
trousers and puttees

Clues

Mounted
(cavalry, artillery, yeomanry, Army 
Service Corps etc)

ammunition in bandoliers
riding boots/ankle boots with spurs
sword (or sword belt and slings)
short carbine
breeches and puttees/gaiters/boots

Inscriptions on the reverse and the photographer's 
details may also help. The appearance of the soldiers 
may help too. A smartly turned out soldier in a red 
tunic, pill-box cap and swagger stick obviously suggests 
peacetime while a "scruffy" look, with slouch hat and 
tattered uniform might suggest a brief respite from 
active service towards the end of the war.

Leicestershire Regiment signallers, Dundee camp,
October 1899.

10
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Leicester Military District Enlistment Register
(22D63/8S)

Generally, anyone wishing to join the British Army from 
this area did so through the depot at Glen Parva. 
Fortunately, the register of enlistments there has 
survived for the period 1886-1899. The register 
therefore should contain details of most local men 
serving in South Africa. The registers give the recruit's 
name, age, height, weight, chest sizes (inflated and not), 
birthplace, residence, trade, distinguishing marks, 
religion, date of enlistment and regiment.

Recruits could opt for the artillery, engineers or foot 
guards. If they had no preference they were sent to 
whichever locally recruited regiment needed men. 
Most local men went to the Leicestershire Regiment but 
the enlistment register shows that a wide variety of 
regiments and corps received Leicestershire recruits. 
The Royal Scottish Fusiliers in 1900, for example, 
contained at least two Loughborough men and the 
Melton area sent half-a-dozen, or more, to the 
Coldstream Guards.

N.B. Service records of all soldiers - local and from 
other areas - should be available at the Public Record 
Office in Kew (refs. WO 97 and WO 126-129 etc). The 
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland 
can supply details of regimental museums and of other 
record offices holding records. Only Leicestershire 
units' records are held locally.

2. LOCAL UNITS

THE LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT

The 1 st Battalion the Leicestershire Regiment was 
already stationed in South Africa on the outbreak of war

Leicestershire Regiment mounted infantry company 
reaches Ladysmith, October 1899.

and remained there, on active service, until after the 
peace was signed. The battalion fought at Talana Hill 
(20.10.1899), Lombard's Kop (30.10.1899), 
throughout the siege of Ladysmith (2.11.1899 - 
28.2.1900) and at Belfast - or Bergendal - (28.8.1900). 
Throughout 1901 and 1902, the battalion was engaged 
in the "guerilla war", enduring long marches, or 
"sweeps", in pursuit of Boer commandos. They also 
manned the Standerton- Ermelo block-house line.'  

The 1 st battalion was reinforced by drafts of men from 
the 2nd battalion, by reservists required to return to 
active service, and by a service company drawn from the 
Volunteer Battalion of the regiment.

Sources of information

E.A.H. Webb

R.P. Jenkins

22D63/32/1-3 
22D63/89

History...of the 17th (TheLeicestershire 
Regiment) London, 1911 
'Caged Tigers: the Leicestershire 
Regiment and the Defence of 
Ladysmith 1899-1900', in J. Hinks 
(ed.) Aspects of Leicester Barnsley, 2000 
Manuscript history of the 1 st Battalion 
Newspaper scrapbook, 1899-1902

WAS MY ANCESTOR IN THE 
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT?

If your ancestor served with the Leicestershire Regiment 
in South Africa, his name should be recorded in the 
Queen's and King's South Africa medal rolls (available at 
the Record Office as part of the Woodfield collection, 
ref. L355).

11
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VOLUNTEER BATTALION, LEICESTERSHIRE 
REGIMENT

A service company was raised from the 1th (Volunteer 
Battalion) Leicestershire Regiment. The company 
joined their regular army colleagues shortly after the 
relief of Ladysmith, seeing action at Belfast (Bergendal).

Sources of information

Medal rolls are available in the Woodfield Collection 
(L355). A list of Leicester volunteers is available as 
Misc. 1142/1 and there is also a detailed diary of one 
volunteer (DE 5172). The activities of the service 
company were also widely reported in local newspapers.

MILITIA (3rd BATTALION, LEICESTERSHIRE 
REGIMENT)

The militia was twice embodied during the South 
African War. On the first occasion it formed part of the 
Curragh garrison in Ireland (though 127 reservists went 
to the 1 st Battalion). On 4th February 1902 the militia 
mobilised again, this time for active service on the 
Steynsberg block-house line in South Africa. The 
battalion returned to Leicester in October 1902. Their 
story is told by the adjutant, G.H.P. Burne in The 
Leicestershire Militia in South Africa Leicester, 1902, 
which volume also contains a medal roll, naming all 
those who served.

LEICESTERSHIRE YEOMANRY

Although the yeomanry did not serve in South Africa, 
two companies of Imperial Yeomanry (the 7th and 65th) 
were raised substantially from the regiment's ranks. Manning the armoured trains, Ladysmith, around

November 1899.

12
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Leicestershire Regiment reaches Ladysmith after 
Yules' retreat from Dundee, October 1899.

Other local men served in different companies of the 
Imperial Yeomanry, which acted as mounted infantry.

Sources of information

DE 2472/3 Roll of officers' services, c. 1890-1901 
DE 3765/2 Roll of other ranks, c. 1889-1937 
Col. Sir G. Codrington An outline of the History of the

Leicestershire Yeomanry London, 1955 
S.H.Gilbert Rhodesia - and after London, 1901 
G.A. Steppler Britons to Arms Stroud, 1992

GENERAL SOURCES ABOUT THE BRITISH 
ARMY AND THE WAR

At present, due to the centenary, there are many general 
studies of the South African War. The best single 
volume is probably Thomas Pakenham's The Boer War. 
The Hall handbook of the Anglo-Boer War by Major D. 
Hall has a useful encyclopaedic approach. The most 
complete guide to the British Army must be Lt.Col. 
J.M. Grierson's Scarlet into Khaki, which is a 1988 
reprint of The British Army, originally published in 
1899.

Can you help us?

If you have any records - including

photographs, relating to a soldier in a

Leicestershire unit, or to a local man in

any other unit, we would be very pleased

to know. Would you let us copy them?

Or would you consider depositing them

at the Record Office?

Robin Jen kins is Keeper of Archives at Record Office 
for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.
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here To? How Far? (Part 2)
Joyce Lee and Jon Dean

'V'VTTliilst milestones and mileposts provided 
\/L / distance and destination information along 

V T roads (see part one in the Leicestershire 
Historian no. 36), the job of helping travellers to get on 
the right road in the first place was assisted by 
guideposts, later known as direction posts, fingerposts 
or signposts. In contrast to milestones and mileposts 
which were placed along roads and which typically 
stood three feet above ground level, the first guideposts 
were usually situated at important 'cross highways' and 
would have been noticeable by their height, their arms 
some nine feet above ground level, having been 
designed for the destinations to be read by travellers on 
horseback and coachmen without dismounting.

One of the oldest recorded 
guideposts in Leicester 
shire stood close to the 
meeting place of Watling 
Street and the Fosse Way. 
The site was originally 
marked by a cross from 
which High Cross takes its 
name. This was succeeded 
by a higher post, probably 
the same tall thin pointed 
wooden post illustrated in 
Nichols and which was 
described by a Mr. 
Ashmole in a letter to Sir 
William Dugdale in 1657 
as a 'long pole ... with four 
arms directing the way 
from London to West- 
chester, and from York to 
Bristol', it having been

Guidepost High Cross, 1648
(from John Nichols The

history and antiquities of
Leicestershire,).

privately erected by Mr. Anthony Faunt of Claybrooke. 
In 1712, this in turn was replaced by a far more 
extravagant stone cross, the remnants of which survive 
today. According to one source this monument was 
intended to have direction hands set on it, although no 
evidence has been discovered to suggest that this was 
carried out.

How useful many of these early guideposts were in 
reality is a matter for conjecture. According to one 
writer in 1635, it was usual 'where wayes be doubtfull, 
for a traveller to find a standing post with a hand to 
direct men the ready way... [but] Those hands tell thee 
not how many miles, nor the distance from place to 
place'. The growth in road traffic and the lack of 
improvements to road signing no doubt contributed to 
the legislation of 1698 which made it a duty of the local 
Justices to set up direction posts at crossroads. 
However, contemporary sources during the next half

century suggest that in most parts of the country these 
obligations were being ignored, with accounts of 
coaches reaching crossroads with no signing, and 
servants being sent off in each direction to ascertain the 
correct route.

Written records, maps and illustrations rather than 
tangible remains provide the bulk of the information 
about Leicestershire's and Rutland's signposts until the 
end of the nineteenth century, one notable exception 
being the privately erected stone pillar near Stanford 
Hall which served as estate marker, milepost and 
armless guidepost (illustrated in part one). In common 
with elsewhere, it was the turnpike trusts which were 
the chief initiators of erecting guideposts, the General 
Turnpike Act of 1773 having made the trusts 
responsible for setting up and maintaining guideposts 
on their roads. Few attempts were made to sign lesser 
routes until much later. Individual Acts provided legal 
protection for guideposts from a wide variety of damage 
and mischief, as a lengthy clause in the 1832 Leicester 
to Uppingham Turnpike Road Continuation Act shows, 
the penalty in this instance being up to five pounds. 
However, local people were not always in favour of 
having guideposts on their doorsteps as a petition 
presented by the residents of Leicester's Haymarket and 
Coal Hill to the Commissioners for the Harborough 
and Loughborough Turnpike Road in 1833 indicates. 
Situated at the Coal Hill, the post gave directions to the 
market towns and their distances from Leicester but 
had become an attraction for 'all kinds of dirt and 
rubbish as well as the congregating and lounging place 
of idle and disorderly characters'. The petition was 
successful and soon afterwards the guidepost was 
removed.

The turnpike system only accounted for part of the 
public highway network, with many more miles of 
roads, lanes and byways under parochial and town 
administration, supplemented from 1835 by groups of 
parishes acting as highway boards, and with local 
surveyors authorized to maintain direction posts on 
non-turnpike roads. The extent of guideposts on both 
turnpike and non-turnpike roads in and around 
Leicester by the 1880s can be gleaned from the early 
large-scale Ordnance Survey maps.

Major changes occurred from 1888 when the newly- 
formed County Councils took over the main county and 
turnpike roads, whilst in 1894 responsibility for the 
parochial roads passed to the new rural and urban 
district councils, transferring the duty of road signing to 
the appropriate authority. Leicestershire County 
Council's early attempts to improve the signing of the 
county roads included the purchase in 1895 of 40 new

14
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posts from Richards & Son, iron founders of Leicester, 
to a specification by a Mr. Tucker, based on designs 
which he had originally carried out for the Ashby 
district. Shortly afterwards, it was decided that new 
direction posts should be placed in the Leicester, 
Lutterworth and Market Harborough districts. 
Meanwhile, public interest in the need for improved 
road signing was reflected in several letters to the 
council.

Two important influences which played a major part in 
the road revival of this period were the growth of 
cycling, followed soon afterwards by the advent of the 
motor-car, and for the next thirty years, work on 
signposting and signing was carried out not only by the 
local highway authorities but also by cyclists' and 
motorists' organizations, with the recently founded 
National Cycling Union and the Cyclists Touring Club 
forming a Roads Improvement Association.

Contemporary photographs of 1890-1918 for 
Leicestershire and Rutland demonstrate the local 
diversity of fingerposts. In Leicestershire, the range 
included cast iron posts with scallop-edged arms (Cold 
Overton, photographed in 1905 and Pickwell 1907); 
wooden posts with arms having black pointed hands 
(Bottesford 1908); wooden posts with upswept arms 
supported by brackets (Peatling Parva c. 1902), and a 
number of more substantial cast iron posts with ball 
finials and pointed or rounded arms (Sharnford 1904, 
Kilby 1905, Harwell 1906, Groby 1907). There are also 
examples of plainer, square-sectioned wooden posts of 
various heights with square- or angle-ended wooden 
arms (Church Langton 1912), and dual-purpose 
lampposts which also acted as signposts (Leicester 
Clock Tower 1917). Whilst place names provided 
direction, a noticeable feature of some posts is the

absence of mileage. Rutland 
fingerposts of this period also 
included a variety of designs, 
with cast iron posts at 
Braunston-in-Rutland; wooden 
posts with round- or square- 
ended arms at Lyndon (1912), 
Empingham (c. 1905), Brooke 
(1916), and with more 
elaborate upswept arms at 
Ayston (1890s) and Ketton 
(1890).

In contrast, the poor state of 
Leicestershire's signposts after 
1918 is indicated by Mr. 
Tucker (see above) being 
brought out of retirement in 
1921 to work on 'the much 
needed renovation of signs and 
direction posts, which have 
required much attention since 
the war'. The extent of 

improvements to Leicestershire's direction posts can be 
seen from the annual reports of the County Surveyor 
which throughout the 1920s devoted a section of each 
to the erection and repair of direction posts and also 
increasingly to motor caution signs. Between 1920- 
1929, 121 new direction posts were erected, and later 
111 in 1936-1937 alone.

In 1921, the design and construction of signposts had 
become the subject of a Circular from the Ministry of 
Transport which recommended block capitals 3" high in 
black on a white background, with an indication of 
which authority was responsible for the signpost's 
maintenance. Although aimed at standardizing signing, 
the guidelines were not only non-statutory but also left 
the design of arms and finial to each individual 
authority, the effect of this across the country being the 
development of many distinctive local styles. 
Leicestershire's response was to replace any posts which 
were beyond repair and to repaint the remainder for 
further service, recommending that any new posts 
erected be of reinforced concrete with raised malleable 
iron letters on wooden arms bolted to the post. A 
sample reinforced concrete post was supplied and 
erected free of charge at Great Glen by the Empire 
Stone Company. This developed into the standard type 
of Leicestershire direction post, of which many 
examples of varying 
dates still enhance the 
rural landscape today.

The 1920s also witnessed 
the introduction of a 
national system of road 
numbering which led to 
road numbers starting to

A.A. village sign, Sewstem.
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appear on signs. A further Circular from the Ministry of 
Transport in 1933 recommending that wood no longer 
be used for signs, quickly met with a response that 
Leicestershire County Council had for many years found 
wood with iron letters very useful materials for the arms 
of direction posts, being economical to repair or alter.

As road traffic increased, both the Automobile 
Association and the Royal Automobile Club also played 
an important part in road signing. As early as 1919, the 
A.A. wrote to Leicestershire County Council to offer to 
supply free signs denoting the entrance to towns and 
villages. Best-remembered today of the A.A.'s village and 
town signs from this period are the flat wall-mounted 
black and yellow circular signs, whose purpose, according 
to a contemporary A.A. handbook, was to inform 
motorists touring in strange districts 'where they were'.

COTTISMOK 3* 
STAMFOIN

Standard Rutland fingerpost, Ashwell,

Of the 20,000 A.A. village signs erected countrywide by 
the early 1930s, very few now survive outside of 
museums or private collections. There is however still a 
fine example in Leicestershire at Sewstern. As elsewhere, 
in the years leading up to 1939, both the A.A. and the 
R.A.C. helped to bring Leicestershire's road signs up to 
standard.

Following the outbreak of war in 1939, the government 
directed highway authorities in May 1940 to take down 
all signposts and direction signs that might assist an 
invading enemy. For cyclists, motorists and other 
travellers, this meant navigating by maps and route 
books, or by asking local people. In early 1943, reports 
that signposts had already started to be re-erected in 
adjoining counties led to similar proposals for 
Leicestershire's more isolated rural areas being 
submitted to the Ministry of Transport in the February, 
albeit without success. By May however, there were 
indications that the rules would be relaxed. No further 
information has been found to confirm this, although 
interestingly in January 1945 five boys were prosecuted 
in Leicestershire for damage to direction posts.
16 —————————————————————————————

Cast iron fingerpost with hooped finial, Lyndon.

As the threat of invasion diminished, work began in 
anticipation of the post-war reconstruction of the road 
system. It was however to be some time before regular 
maintenance work on signposting in either 
Leicestershire or Rutland re-commenced. In 1948, 
Leicestershire's County Surveyor reported on the extent 
of damage to road signs, noting that most damage was 
wilful, rather than war-related. Guidepost arms were 
singled out as most vulnerable to damage by cattle and 
children, this being attributed to the posts' 'reduced 
height'. As a solution, he proposed either strengthening 
the arms by making them of steel, or reverting to the 
former practice of erecting the arms six feet nine inches 
above road level. Although the Committee authorized 
the use of steel, the absence of steel arms and the 
widespread survival of many wooden arms on posts in 
Leicestershire suggest that this was not widely put into 
practice. With manpower shortages in the County 
Council's own workforce, repair and painting was put 
out to contract in 1949. Work on improving the

Rare older Leicestershire metal fingerpost, Coleorton Moor.
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Standard Leicestershire fingerpost with concrete post and 
wooden arms, Sproxton.

county's signing continued and in 1952 a letter was 
received from a Mr. Wells of Bermuda saying that after 
travelling over 6,000 miles around Britain by car, he 
found Leicestershire better equipped with road signs 
than any other county.

The variety and condition of Rutland's direction posts 
after the second world war is evident from the County 
Surveyor's report for 1950-1951: 'Over the years a great 
many varieties of signposts had been erected and this 
lack of uniformity in design and materials had made it 
uneconomical to keep the signposts in good repair.' In 
order to remedy this, a sectional timber mould with 
metal linings was made and a number of reinforced 
concrete signposts were manufactured at the council's 
depot. These posts were fitted with oak timber arms and 
were erected as replacements jr 
throughout the county, with a view 
to ultimate standardization. The 
signposts produced by this method 
are the distinctive posts with 
octagonal top and large round- 
ended wooden arms which are still 
so characteristic of Rutland's minor 
roads today. These posts were 
produced in varying numbers each 
year until 1969. Fortunately, 
Rutland County Council's policy 
today is to maintain these posts 
where possible: only as a last

Unusual enamel wall plate direction 
sign, Earl Shilton.

resort are the old concrete uprights replaced by metal, 
with the traditional wooden arm boards being retained 
where possible. When Rutland temporarily became part 
of Leicestershire in 1974, the RCC initials on each post 
were left, unlike in Huntingdonshire from whose posts 
Cambridgeshire County Council erased all trace of the 
old county.

The most costly and extensive national road re-signing 
programme arose from the Worboys Report in 1963. 
Aimed at updating the 1933 traffic signing system, its 
measures included scope for the wholesale replacement 
of fingerposts, although it is evident from the surviving 
posts in both counties that this did not happen on many 
of the secondary routes and unclassified roads.

Today, the oldest surviving fingerposts which can still 
be seen on the roads of Leicestershire and Rutland, are 
believed to be those of cast iron which belong to the 
early pan of the twentieth century or possibly to the end 
of the nineteenth. Such posts are few however, with 
eight identified to date in Rutland, four of which are in 
the village of Braunston-in-Rutland, one at Barrowden, 
one at Pickworth, one near Teigh, and one at Lyndon. 
Of these, five bear the same maker's name, Gibson of 
Stamford, and most retain at least two of their original 
cast iron arms. Exceptionally, the Lyndon post is 
crowned by a hooped finial bearing the name 'Rutland 
County Council'. There is another finial of this type 
preserved at Dingles Steam Village in Devon. In 
contrast, only two definite older-style metal posts have 
been found in Leicestershire so far, one at Appleby 
Magna, the other at Coleorton Moor. In many cases, 
precise dating of posts is difficult, not only because of 
the frequent absence of maker's marks but also because 
their various components can be renewed at different 
times.

Whereas Rutland is characterised by the short squat 
concrete finger-posts, the most common of the older 
posts in Leicestershire today have square-ended wooden 
boards held in place by a clamp or bolts to a concrete 
post of varying height, finished at the top typically with 
a square pyramid or small hemisphere. Destinations
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and distances are shown by individual black-painted 
metal letters and numbers attached to the boards by 
screws. Lettering size varies from the most common 
height of 2", to 3" and even 4", with individual metal 
plates meticulously recording fractions to a quarter of a 
mile. Occasionally, extra-deep arms sign four or more 
destinations as at Mowsley. There are also many 
examples of wooden arms affixed to more recent 
replacement metal posts. However, both of these types 
are rapidly being replaced by modem fingerposts with 
aluminium arms and steel uprights.

Interest lies not only with the older posts themselves, 
but also in the places which they indicate. In Rutland, 
arms still point the way to the long-closed railway 
stations of Kelt on and Seaton, whilst near to the Al are 
arms giving directions to the 'GT NORTH ROAD'. 
Both counties also have examples of older-style 
fingerposts which retain road numbers. Elsewhere, the 
former practice of painting the upright post with black 
and white bands, instead of the uniform white of today, 
can still be detected from old paint on a number of 
concrete posts especially in the Laughton area. Not far

away at Kibworth Harcourt are good examples of 
recently restored concrete posts.

Other surviving historic road signs of interest include 
wooden pointed direction boards on walls at Hallaton 
and South Wigston, metal 'through route' signs giving 
the road number high up on a wall in Uppingham, and 
at the roadside in Braunston-in-Rutland, whilst in Earl 
Shilton a wall-mounted enamel direction sign in blue 
with white lettering points the way to Thurlaston, 
Huncote, Croft and Narborough.

As well as being of historical interest, the older 
traditional fingerposts are an important feature of the 
Leicestershire and Rutland countryside, and it is hoped 
wherever possible and practical, that these, and other 
historic roadside signs, will be conserved through the 
work of local history groups, parish councils, the 
Milestone Society and others, in conjunction with the 
highway authorities.

Acknowledgements: Stuart Hands, Dingles Steam Village, 
Devon

Leicestershire and Rutland History on the Web
Many towns and villages now have their own web sites, many of which include historical information. 
This information ranges from brief descriptions of a very general nature; through anecdotal and 
photographic reminiscence material; to the comprehensive example of Burton on the Wolds, where the 
publications of the Historical Society are available hi their full format.

It is often difficult to track down these web sites. Many are written independently by interested village 
members and there is no centralised format in address or construction for writers of local web sites to 
follow. Indeed, their diversity is something to be thankful for - it means that there is a great wealth of 
material available, presented in many different ways showing the full range of approaches to local studies. 
The City and County Councils do have, through their own home pages, a way in to exploit this treasure 
trove. The long-standing database of local information (Infolinx) has been updated and published on the 
web. This site acts as a portal into a list of local web sites as well as providing a huge range of information 
on local clubs & societies, doctors, dentists, what's on listings, local MPs addresses, etc. etc.

Either from the City Council web site (www.leicester.gov.uk) or the County Council web site 
(www.leics.gov.uk) select Infolinx. Or you can go straight to the Infolinx web site at

http://www.hifolinx.org/

Then in the Community section, click on Town & Village life you will then get an alphabetical list of 
local web sites, either to browse through or to search specifically.

Have a look at Great Bowden and Burton on the Wolds for sites with as great deal of historical 
information linked directly to their historical societies. The Lubbenhan site has some lovely photographs 
and the Oakthorpe, Donisthorpe and Acresford site (still under construction) promises to be exceptional.

Remember the Society's web site at:

http://www.le.ac.uk/archaeology/lahs/lahs.html
Helen Edwards
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Keyham Board School
Michael Freeman

Nestled in a secluded valley in east Leicestershire is 
the small village of Keyham, anciently written 
Cayham and Keame. This article concerns the 

history of the Keyham Board School (now a private 
house), opened on 8 December 1885 at a cost of £420 
and built large enough to accommodate 45 children.

The Keyham School Board was one of nearly 2,500 
school boards created in England and Wales between 
1870 and 1896; and in common with half of those, it 
served a community of less than 1,000. At the time the 
Keyham Board School began it was still the concept, as it 
remained so into the late twentieth century, that 
elementary schools were for the children of the labouring 
poor. No respectable middle class gentleman would send 
his child to an elementary school if he could afford to do 
otherwise. A pamphlet on the public elementary schools 
published by the National Union of Teachers early in the 
twentieth century begins with the typical statement: 'Six 
million children are in the Public Elementary Schools of 
England and Wales. They are the children of the workers, to be 
themselves England's workers a few years hence'.

The children who attended the new Keyham School were 
the children of the poor, but did not come from families 
that had been swamped by the Industrial Revolution. 
Keyham and the surrounding villages had been mainly 
given over to agricultural and domestic work. There was 
little industry roundabout, and the considerable 
subsequent migration from the village can be attributed to 
families moving to Leicester where industry offered a 
wage, if nothing else. The children came from Scraptoft, 
Beeby and Hungarton, in addition to the home village, 
and many came from outlying farms such as Scraptoft 
Hills, Beeby Grange and Little Beeby, which could mean 
anything up to a walk of four miles. The roads to Keyham 
are few and far between which meant that the children 
would often have to use the footpaths and rough byways 
to reach the school. Bad weather could be a major 
deterrent in sending the children to school.

The school was due to open on Monday 7 December 
1885; however the first entry in the logbook shows us the 
reason for a delay:

'Dec 8 18S5. Opened school this morning instead of on 
Monday as the furniture was not in its place. Number 
of children admitted is 16'

The first schoolmistress was a Miss M. L. Cox, who was 
beset with difficulties as her second entry shows:

'Dec 15th 1885. The Revd. R Burton called this 
afternoon and measured the desks. These are too long to 
go conveniently down the room, so that arrangements 
are to be made for altering them.

Not having had a school nearer than Hungarton or 
Thumby the children have not been able to attend 
regularly, so that most of them are very backward in 
their work, and several of those admitted are 7 years of 
age, or nearly so, and do not know their letters run- have 
they any idea of writing.'

On Christmas Eve the school closed for a short holiday, 
and in the New Year the desks were in their proper 
position. Each week Miss Cox was pleased to record a 
decided improvement in the standard of the children's 
work in arithmetic, grammar, reading, and 'the sewing of 
the girls and infant boys'. In February she received notice 
from the Education department that the annual HMI visit 
'May be looked for in the month of May - First visit May 
1887.' In May 1886 at the time of the preliminary visit by 
HM Inspector the roll had risen to 30. He approved the 
following pieces for recitation at the examination the 
following year:

Stan IV 'Bruce and the Spider' with 'Homes of England'
Stanlll 'Bruce and the Spider'
Stan II We are Seven'
Stan I The two Crossing Sweepers'

Considerable emphasis was laid on recitation by the 
visiting inspectors and it was they who had to approve the 
selection of poems and dramatic extracts.

Attendance on the whole was good, an average of 26.8 in 
the first year with 32 on the register. This however 
depended on the weather and the time of year. For 
instance on September 16 1886, Miss Cox recorded that 
one third of the children were absent as gleaning 
(gathering what is left by reapers at harvest time) had 
commenced.

In March 1887 the Rev Burton, the Manager of the 
school board called and told the children that the trustees 
of the Woodcock Charity had decided to give each child 
in the school, ' in case of passing the May examination, or of 
attending 300 times during the school year, the sum of five 
shillings'. No doubt this helped considerably with the 
attendance as many parents were not wholly convinced of 
the necessity of compulsory attendance and would, if they 
wished, keep the children at home to help with the chores 
or on the farm. Indeed the attendance was so good that in 
June when the prizes were given out by the vicar and the 
trustees to the 24 winners, it was decided to alter the 
number of attendances required to 375 for the following 
year.

The Inspection took place on the morning of May 6, and 
in consequence of which, a half-day holiday was granted 
by 'the Gentlemen of the Board' to the scholars. The
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keeping of logbooks was compulsory and included a copy 
of the Inspector's Report. Four days later Miss Cox was 
able to inform her charges that 'all those children who were 
presented, have passed in reading, writing and arithmetic'. 
The H.M.I. Report had ended This little school has made 
an excellent beginning.'

In August 1888 Miss Cox resigned and her successor 
Miss W M Thomas was appointed. On her first day she 
examined the pupils in their basic subjects and found 
them in a 'very satisfactory condition'. Miss Cox called in 
the afternoon to say goodbye and the children 'seemed very 
grieved to part with her.'

In January the following year, Miss Thomas left after a 
very short stay and was succeeded by Miss R G George. 
At a meeting of the Keyham Board on January 26, it was 
decided to discontinue the teaching of geography in all 
classes, until after the ensuing May examinations, owing 
to the "backward condition of the children'. In place of 
geography, grammar and reading were taught throughout 
the school. This serves as a clear example of the power 
wielded by the HMIs over elementary schools and how 
the system restricted the curriculum to such a narrow 
field. The third examination in May was successful with 
26 children presented - all passing in reading, 24 in 
writing and 25 in arithmetic. As a result the teaching of 
geography was resumed the following month.

Each subsequent school year appears to have run a 
smooth course right through to the turn of the century, 
and in 1892 the school roll reached 48. With only one 
teacher in place, the occasional absence of the 
Headmistress resulted in the inevitable temporary closure 
of the school. Music was taught in the school from the 
beginning even if Miss Cox's contribution only amounted 
to two songs. With Miss George, who took a decisive 
interest in the subject, it seemed to improve considerably. 
She arranged to borrow a local harmonium and then the 
Board agreed to purchase a piano after repeated requests 
from her. This she made certain was tuned regularly and 
was responsible for the introduction of action songs that 
she found to be 'very successful'. Drawing was added to the 
curriculum and an annual spring examination was held in 
that subject. Later 'drill' was introduced on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 10a.m.'

Half day holidays were given quite liberally by the school 
Board and typical Victorian village life is amply displayed 
by log book entries that tell of rearranging the timetable in 
order that the children may go out and see the Quorn 
Hunt as it met in the village, or have holidays for the 
celebration of the Queen's Birthday and her Diamond 
Jubilee. Each year the children would all go to their 
mother parish of Rothley at the invitation of the vicar in 
order to join the village's annual celebrations. Every year 
the school was awarded the higher principal grant and the 
timetable had to be readjusted each January in order to
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accommodate fortnightly trial examinations leading up to 
the annual May inspection.

The first fully drawn up syllabus at the turn of the century 
showed the avenues that had been opened up by the 
abolition of 'payment by results'. History covered the 
Norman Line and the reign of Elizabeth. Geography 
embraced Hampshire, Sussex and Canada. In addition to 
the Three Rs, Drawing, Needlework, Singing, Drill and 
Object lessons were regular features of the timetable.

1902 was a year of educational change, for in that year 
Balfour's Education Act was passed abolishing the School 
Boards. Administration of local education was passed into 
the hands of Local Education Authorities and all the 
Board Schools became known as Council Schools. The 
changeover made no immediate impact on Keyham 
School but changes occurred later.

In such a small school, illness obviously played havoc with 
children's attendance. Severe colds, probably the result of 
travelling a considerable distance on poor roads in bad 
weather, plagued the attendance figures particularly in 
winter. There were outbreaks of both measles and 
ringworm on more than one occasion with devastating 
results. In February 1903 for instance, it was decided to 
close the school due to an outbreak of measles for four 
days; in the event it was shut for three weeks!

In July 1905, the first indication of the need for assistance 
was given in the HMI Report

'The attendance is remarkably good. The children are 
most neat and orderly and are very carefully trained 
and instructed. Miss George should have an assistant to 
help her with the little ones. At present she has sole 
charge of all the children - over forty in number'

She never received any assistance and neither did her 
temporary successor Miss Knight. Miss George had 
resigned after a long stay at the school and Miss Edith 
Sharp followed her as temporary replacement in January 
1908. Assistance was not forthcoming until a further six 
years had passed. In October 1913 W A Brockington the 
Director of Education for Leicestershire County Council 
visited the school and advised the Managers to appoint a 
"Monitress to assist with the younger ones'' and that "such a 
pupil teacher under the new Regulations would be desirable at 
the earliest opportunity". In February of the following year 
"Kathleen Wright commenced duties as monitress', and in that 
year's H.M.I. Report:

'...... now that a monitress has been appointed it would
be more satisfactory if a separate timetable were drawn 
up for the Infants, in which provision could be made for 
shorter and more suitably arranged lessons, and for 
greater freedom of movement.'

Miss Wright did not stay long however and a Miss Ida 
Fairbrother, who was later upgraded to pupil-teacher, 
replaced her in January 1916.

The registers for the war years show on the whole poor 
attendance and a drop in the school roll due to the 
considerable number of families that left the area. Various 
entries made in the logbook show the contribution the 
school made towards the war effort:

'Sept 28 1917 The children have been busy getting 
horse chestnuts for the Ministry of Munitions...........
Oct. 12 1917 Children have been asked to gather 
blackberries for the Army and the Navy, but owing to 
difficulty of getting them to town have decided to 
withdraw from the scheme.'

Later that month however the Mistress was proud to 
record that 'scholars have gathered approximately Scwts of 
chestnuts' and a month later they had contributed Vie sum 
of 7/6d to the Overseas Club for Christmas parcels of cigarettes 
to our soldiers and sailors'.

After the war the school went through a particularly bad 
patch and it was not until August 1923 that a permanent 
Headmistress was appointed who stayed for any length of 
time. The first HMI Report under Miss Hood's Headship 
stated:

There have been four Head Teachers of this little school 
since the date of the last Report. It is therefore not 
surprising that when the present Mistress took charge, 
about a year ago, she found the school in a somewhat 
disorganised condition.'

Despite an alarming number of absences through illness 
however, Miss Hood seems to have extended considerable 
influence over the school and the curriculum. She 
arranged a number of talks by outside speakers on 
geography and nature study and arranged too a 
considerable number of visits during her long stay to such 
places as Bradgate Park and the Leicester Museum.

There were regular visits by the school nurse and school 
medical officer and an improvement too in the general 
upkeep of the building, which had new pipes laid and was 
repainted and cleaned periodically. An organiser for 
Physical Training for the County regularly visited the 
school in an advisory capacity and was found 'most helpful' 
by Miss Hood. Under her headship the annual prize- 
giving was held in conjunction with a musical conceit and 
a short play. Celebrations for Empire Day were combined 
with dramatic activities such as the play presented in 1927 
'Britannia and her Daughter Nations and the gifts they bring.' 
The school was running on a normal smooth course again 
and yet despite the excellent progressive teaching of Miss 
Hood over a substantial period of time, the future and fete 
of the school was already being considered during her 
administration.

It was in May 1931 that the first signs of the school's 
closure were seen. The Leicestershire County Council 
Education Committee decided that Thurnby C of E 
School should act as a central school with Billesdon,
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Houghton-on-the-Hill, Hungarton, Keyham and Gaulby 
as affiliated primary schools. The school managers 
however pressed for Keyham to remain a primary school, 
approving the transfer of the older children, preferably to 
Humberstone rather than Thurnby.The H.M.I. Report of 
the following year was not very favourable, and was really 
the first critical report since the school's foundation:

".....There are many difficulties. The age range, from 
jive to fourteen years, is unusually wide for a school of 
this character, and also there is considerable migration 
which renders continuity very difficult. This latter 
feature which has always been a source of trouble here, 
is more marked than usual, as out of 19 children on the 
roll, only 7 were in the school on this date last year."

Although advocated by the Hadow Report of 1926, 
Leicestershire had in fact begun to centralize schools by 
the formation of senior divisions as long ago as 1921. The 
transfer of older pupils from Keyham was delayed due to 
lack of accommodation but was made effective in 
September 1933 when Keyham School reopened as a 
'Junior and Infants School'. The last senior girl 
transferred to Humberstone School and three older boys 
started at Thurnby. Despite advocacy of the Managers, 
transport was not provided and the children had to make 
their own way to these new establishments.

A move by the Government in 1932 had seemed to seal 
Keyham's fate. The country was going through a grave 
economic crisis and various committees were set up to 
investigate ways of reducing expenditure. "The Report of 
the Committee on Local Expenditure' (The Ray Report) 
issued in that year, suggested that small schools should be 
closed "in cases where sufficient accommodation is available 
and distance does not render the transfer (of children) too 
difficult". In Leicestershire there were 44 schools such as 
Keyham, with less than 30 on the roll. The efforts of the 
Director, W.A. Brockington, saved many such 
Leicestershire village schools and in November of the 
following year, Keyham appeared to be secure, at least for 
the present. The L.C.C. treated each school on its merits 
and came to the conclusion that in Leicestershire at least, 
the closure of the majority of such schools called for by 
the Ray Report was both a waste and impracticable. The 
conclusion of the investigation into the possible closure of 
Keyham School was that it was 'impracticable, and although 
Hungarton pupils could be accommodated at Keyham, an 
additional teacher would have to be appointed and transport 
would be expensive'. The action of the L.C.C. had the 
backing of the Leicester Diocesan Board of Education 
which declared in 1933: In view of the importance of the 
school in the life of a parish, this Board deprecates the closure of 
small schools except in the case of absolute necessity.'

Keyham School had been reprieved, at least for the time 
being, although it was clear that unless both the nation's 
economy and the school roll considerably improved, it 
would be only a temporary suspension of execution.

At the end of 1934, Miss Hood departed, having been at 
the school for eleven years. Following a temporary 
appointment, the final headmistress, Mrs. L.B. Perring 
took up her residence. From the attendance registers it 
appears that her two children were pupils at the school, 
which was gradually diminishing in size. The H.M.I. 
Report of 1937 was far from satisfactory mentioning the 
inexperience of Mrs. Perring in a one-teacher school 
capacity. It pointed out she found the 'organisation of the 
work somewhat difficult and was unfamiliar with infant 
methods'.

Nevertheless she remained at the school until its closure in 
1939. That year the school opened with only 9 pupils and 
the Education Committee had no option but to close the 
school. The final entry in the logbook bluntly reads:

Feb. 28th 1939 School closes tonight. Three children 
are transferred to Thurnby and six to Hungarton C.of 
E. School.

The Report of the Education Committee to the Annual 
Meeting of the L.C.C. stated in a short memo:

'The Keyham Council School, the number of pupils 
having fallen to 7, and appearing likely to decline 
further, was closed on 28th February 1939. The pupils 
are now accommodated at Hungarton.'

Educational provisions for the village had come to an end; 
village schools were not to be a feature of future 
educational policy and with the improvement of roads and 
transport, the cost of ferrying pupils to another school (as 
happens today) was not too expensive and impractical as 
it would have been in those pre-war days.

Only 46 years previously a School Board of five members 
including the vicar Rev. Richard Burton and the squire 
Mr. R.D. Miles had managed to raise the capital required 
to build a school for their village within the year. Their 
philanthropic efforts are now a distant memory along with 
such teachers as Miss George, Miss Sharp and Miss Hood 
who had served the children of this rural district well in 
the little school that had made an 'excellent beginning'.

Sources: This article is a condensed version of a study 
which originally embraced education in Keyham from the 
16th century to 1939. Upwards of 30 books and archive 
sources were consulted back in 1974 when the author, 
was a final year student at The City of Leicester College 
of Education. After this period of time it is not possible to 
annotate all the sources, save to say my memory recalls 
undying thanks to the staff of The Leicestershire Records 
Office (as it then was), where I spent many a happy hour 
during the writing of this study.
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F Three Leicestershire Family Connections 
with the Early Tudor Court

/an Payne

Most local people, if asked about county 
connections with the courts of Henry VII 
(reigned 1485-1509) and Henry VIII 

(reigned 1509-47), would be hard pressed to point to 
many well-known or visible monuments in the county. 
A permanent reminder of the first Tudor is, of course, 
the nationally-famous battlefield of Bosworth, where 
Richard III tumbled, taking the fate of the Plantagenet 
dynasty with him, in 1485; while the memory of Henry 
VII's much-married son is celebrated, ironically, by 
Anne of Cleves's house in Burton Street, Melton 
Mowbray. 1 And one shouldn't forget the ruins of 
Bradgate, in which Lady Jane Grey (executed 1554), 
Edward VI's tragically ill-fated and short-lived 
successor, spent her childhood. Records show, however, 
that a number of local families share in events played 
out by actors in the courtly drama of this period in a 
way that is seldom, if ever, noticed in the history books. 
But it is through such details, buried as deep in the 
records as the individuals long since departed, that local 
history comes vividly to life.

The chief agent for this Tudor connection with 
Leicestershire was actually a Lincolnshire family - the 
Herons of Cressey Hall, Surfleet - who descended from 
a famous Northumberland line.2 Life was hard, violent 
and frequently short in their northern home, thanks to 
frequent skirmishes with neighbours, and William 
Heron - the Cressey family's immediate ancestor - was 
one of a number of Herons (or Hearnes) who came 
south in the late 15th or 16th century to seek their 
fortunes and perhaps also a safer, quieter life. In due 
course the Surfleet branch married into the Savile 
family, lords of the manor of Blaby and another 
example of aristocratic northern migrants, this time 
from Thornhill, Yorkshire;3 then, via the Saviles, Heron 
blood spread from Blaby into the population at large 
from the marriage, in Wigston Magna, on 7 December 
1671,4 of Grace Savile and William Freer of Blaby 
(both d.1730), and from their many descendants.

The first courtly figure hi this Tudor chain is Sir John 
Heron himself. Great-great-grandfather of Anne Savile 
(nee Heron - see chart), he lived in London a played a 
vital role in national government. Serving first as 
Thomas LovelFs deputy from 1492, in 1506 he was 
made Treasurer of the Chamber to Henry VII and 
Henry VIII, an office which he held until his death in 
June 1522. 5 'Sir John Heron', wrote one critic, '... was 
destined to fulfil the role of a key figure in early Tudor 
financial administration; an accountant rather than a 
minister, but a civil servant, or at least a court official

par excellence, without whose meticulously kept account 
books, scrutinized and initialled by Henry VII himself 
very frequently, we should be greatly impoverished (as 
indeed the king himself would have been)'. Money paid 
into the Chamber was used to finance many things, 
including the monarch's private expenses, wages and 
salaries of officials, alms and rewards, and clothing for 
the army and navy. 'John Heron's handling of these 
large responsibilities', observes the same writer, 'was 
such as to earn him golden opinions for his efficiency 
and honesty'. 6 Among the hefty payments which Heron 
authorized were £43,000 for artillery in the French and 
Scottish wars (hi 1516), £8,700 for the building of the 
Henri Grace a Dieu (or Great Harry, sister ship to the 
Mary Rose), and the huge expenses incurred by the 
Field of Cloth of Gold where in June 1520, between 
Guisnes and Ardres in France, Henry and nearly 6,000 
retainers met the French king, Francis I, for a fortnight 
of friendly sporting events designed to cement peaceful 
relations. 7

Through Sir John's first marriage comes the second 
courtly link: with the famous Roper family of Kent, and 
with Sir Thomas More - lawyer, author, Catholic 
martyr and (thanks to a memorable portrayal by Paul 
Schofield) hero of the wide screen. Sir John Heron's 
first wife, and the maternal ancestor of Anne Savile, was 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Roper 'of Kent'. 8 She 
doesn't figure in Roper pedigrees; but, according to the 
College of Arms, there is no reason to doubt that the 
marriage took place. 9 Elizabeth's father is never 
precisely identified in any source; but as the chart 
suggests, she was probably a daughter of John Roper of 
Swalclif, Kent, by Margery Tattershall and therefore a 
sister of John Roper of Well Hall (d.1524) whose eldest 
son, William (d.1578), was the lawyer who married 
Margaret More and wrote a biography of her famous 
father, Sir Thomas. Sir John Heron's son and heir by 
his second marriage, Giles, is doubly famous in history 
- for marrying More's daughter Cecily in 1525, and for 
being attainted of high treason in April 1540. In fact, 
the 'sondrye detestable and habomynable treasons' of 
which Giles was accused seem to have been completely 
unfounded. They turned on the malicious testimony of 
one Lyons, whom Giles Heron and Sir Thomas More 
had put out of his farm, and attempts to incriminate 
Giles's brothers similarly had little or no substance. But 
the affair ended brutally when, on 4 August 1540, he 
was hanged, drawn and quartered. 10

The third and last of our courtly Leicestershire 
connections comes only indirectly through the Herons:

23



Leicestershire Historian 2001

the central character here is David Vincent of Barnack, 
Northants, a page (or keeper) of the wardrobe to Henry 
VIII and the recipient of a generous gift (£100) under 
Henry's will, 'in token of special love and favour'. 11 
That he earned his gift through good and faithful 
service is suggested by a large number of entries in the 
Calendar of Letters and Papers: Henry VIII between 1530 
and 1546. In 1530 he was appointed keeper of the great 
wardrobe at Richmond, in 1536 keeper of the king's 
wardrobe at Greenwich, and, two years later, usher of 
change and money at the Tower of London. In March 
1539 Vincent received 12s. costs 'while the King was at 
Hampton Court... For furniture and trimming of two 
beds of down and pillars "for the Kings own lying"'; 
and in October he rode from Windsor to Greenwich 
and the Tower of London to prepare for an 
ambassadorial visit to Windsor, and 'to make ready for 
the same ambassadors at Hampton Court'. During this 
month, too, Vincent swapped his office of keeper of the 
wardrobe at Greenwich for the same job at Hampton 
Court. In August 1540 he rode from Hampton Court to 
London, 'by the King's commandment, there being 
busy at the late earl of Essex's house... for the furniture 
of the lady Anne of Cleves' (whose marriage had been 
declared null and void on 9 July, and whom Henry had 
tactfully sent out of the way to Richmond shortly before 
the divorce proceedings had begun). In November, 
however, Vincent's service was blemished by an 
unspecified 'matter' that had arisen between him and 
Richard Cecil, but the privy council, having heard the 
evidence, admonished Cecil 'for his fault' and the two 
men were 'exhorted to be friends'. Two years later, 
Vincent was party to a grant of property in Grantham 
and Stamford; and two years after that he was listed 
among those nobles and gentry appointed to go to 
France with the king in the 'Battle'. 12 (This term refers 
to the muddled and halfhearted campaign of July- 
September 1544, in which Boulogne was beseiged, 
forced to surrender and then wantonly damaged, by 
Henry's English contingent. 13)

Finally, what of Sir John the Treasurer's parentage 
itself? He is variously stated to have come from Ford 
Castle and Chipchase (both in Northumberland), but 
the best printed pedigree, based by Canon Maddison 
on Larken (and supported by a copy of the 
Leicestershire heraldic visitation of 1562) 14 testifies that 
his father, William, 'came from Ford Castle'. 15 Most 
printed pedigrees of this family are wildly fanciful and 
spurious, but even the good ones fail to connect either 
Sir John or William with any identifiable individual 
northern ancestor, and our William and John senior 
(not yet knighted) are firmly identified only in 1503, in 
connection with property in Essex. 16 On balance, then, 
it seems more likely that the Treasurer's father, 
William, was a younger son of Sir John Heron of Ford 
(a Yorkist-tumed-Lancastrian who probably perished in 
1461, on the bloodsoaked battlefield of Towton in 
1461), than of the alternative choice, Sir John Heron 
(d. by 1455) of Chipchase. 17 William's later

descendants in Lincolnshire certainly favoured Ford 
itself, for a memorial to Henry Heron MP (d.1730) 
placed in Surfleet Church states that 'in him ended a 
direct line the descendants of Sir John Heron Knight of 
the Bath Who was the representative of the ancient 
family of Fourd Castle in Northumberland'. 18 Either 
way, it appears that Sir John the Treasurer was himself 
of royal descent. 19 After glancing over this, those 
readers who can number Blaby Freers among their 
relatives will see the film A Man for All Seasons in a new 
light!

Notes and References
1 See P. Hunt, The Story of Melton Mowbray, 2nd edn 

(Leicester, 1979), 74-6. This medieval house became a 
small part of the forfeited estates of the disgraced Thomas 
Cromwell, whose revenues were used by Henry VIII to 
provide the post-divorce settlement for Anne of Cleves, 
after their six-month, loveless marriage. There is no 
evidence that she ever lived in, or even visited, it.

2 See A.R. Maddison, Lincolnshire Pedigrees, Publications of 
the Harleian Society, 51 (London, 1903), 487-8; W. P. 
Hedley, Northumberland Families (Newcastle, 1970), II, 
41ff.

3 See W.H. Bailey, "Notes on the Saviles, Lords of the 
Manor of Blaby", Leicestershire Architectural & 
Archaeological Society Reports and Papers, 32 part 1 (1913), 
229-44.

4 This date is from the Wigston parish register; and the 
marriage is evidenced, for example, by the will of Grace's 
brother Thomas Savile of Blaby (Leics Record Office, 
LRO Wills 1683, no. 146; made 12 November 1683): 'I 
give ... To my brother fireres three Children ten pounds 
to be equally devided betweene them... To my sister 
Grace ffrere Twenty shillings'. And his 'kinsman' William 
'flrere' is made an executor.

5 See his will (PRO, PROB 11/21 fols 262r-263r); and for 
his career, especially A.P. Newton, 'The King's Chamber 
under the Early Tudors', English Historical Review, 32 
(1917), 348-72; J.R Hooker, 'Some Cautionary Notes on 
Henry VII's Household and Chamber "System"', 
Speculum., 33 (1958), 69-75.

6 S.B. Chrimes, Henry VII (London, 1972), 126, 128.
7 See Newton, 'King's Chamber', 368; an illustrated 

account of the event is in D. Starkey, ed., Henry VIII: a 
European Court in England (London, 1991), 50-3. The 
ship is illustrated in J. Ridley, The Tudor Age (London, 
1988), 263.

8 His second wife, Margaret daughter to Griffith Rees, was 
Welsh, which surely smacks of connections with his royal 
master's own ancestry? Her will (proved October 1532) is 
at PRO, PROB 11/24, fols 139r-v.

9 According to a private College or Arms report of Timothy 
Duke, Rouge Dragon Pursuivant, dated 22 February 1993 
(unpublished), the 'best collection of Lincolnshire 
pedigrees' was prepared by A.S. Larken, Richmond 
Herald 1882-9. In College of Arms Larken Pedigrees 2 
210, probably the source for Maddison's published one, 
Larken shows that Heron married Elizabeth Roper, 'but 
there is no suggestion here that his issue by Elizabeth were 
illegitimate'. (Some sources allude to an illegitimate son, 
John. Similarly, there is no evidence that Elizabeth was 
illegitmate; but in light of her absence from the printed 
Roper pedigrees this can't be ruled out.)

10 See the introduction and notes by the editor, E.V. 
Hitchcock, to William Roper, The Lyfe of Sir Thomas
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Leicestershire connections of the Herons

Moore Knighte, Early English Text Society, Original Series 
197 (London, 1935), especially the chart at p. xxx, and 
information presented at 117-22.

11 CL-PXXII/ii, 322. Vincent's will is at PRO, PROB 11/48 
fols 456r-457v. His ancestors came originally from 
Swinford.

12 Respectively CLPIV/iii, 3077; X, 80; Xlll/i, 487, /ii, 526, 
XlV/ii, 315; XIV/ii,159; XVI, 190, 121; XVII, 32, 633; 
and XlX/i, 450.

13 J. Scarisbrick, Henry VIII (London, 1968), 446ff.
14 Queen's College, Oxford, MS 92, fol. 17r.
15 This wasn't the Herons's first link with Leicestershire: 

Isabel, a daughter and coheir of Sir Roger Heron (d. 
before 1402) and Margaret Hastings, married Thomas 
Hasilrigge, of Fawdon, Northumberland, ancestor of the 
Hasilrigges of Noseley. (See Farnham, Medieval Pedigrees 
(Leicester, 1925), 56.) Local descendants include the 
Shirley and Ashby (of Quenby) families.

16 In 1503 they purchased the Essex manor of Higham
Bensted, and by 1517 had acquired that of Aldersbrook in 
Little Ilford: see VCH Essex, VI, 258, 166). In

Chelmsford, Essex Record Office, D/DXj 10, p. 62, a suit 
of recovery dated Easter 19 Henry VII [1504], William is 
described as 'of Alford, Lines'.

17 See the respective Heron charts in Hedley, Northumberland 
Families, II, 46 and 59.

18 Ex info Timothy Duke: College of Arms Larken Church 
Notes 2 56. (This statement is not as conclusive as it 
seems, however, because the Chipchase branch stemmed 
directly from Ford, and so there is a sense in which 
William could have come from both Chipchase and Ford!)

19 Even the medieval Ford Heron pedigrees disagree as to 
detail. But whether Sir John descended down the main 
line of either the Ford or Chipchase Herons, he would 
have had a daughter or grand-daughter of Robert, Lord 
Ogle (d.1437) as his maternal ancestor. Sir Robert Ogle's 
wife was Maud Grey, grand-daughter of Thomas Grey of 
Heton (d.1400) by Joan, daughter of John, 4th Lord 
Mowbray whose wife, Elizabeth Segrave, descended from 
Edward I via the latter's son Thomas de Brotherton, earl 
of Norfolk (d. 1326).
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Recent publications
Edited by John Hinks

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND PRIVIES
David Bell
Countryside Books 2000 95pp ISBN 1853066389

A book about privies ['lavatories, especially outside or 
without plumbing' - Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary]? Whatever next? This one has to be by a 
real enthusiast, David Bell having already done 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. The bulk of the book 
consists of personal memories which David Bell has 
collected in response to his appeals on local radio, in the 
press and in the W.I.'s County Newsletter. The 
predominant tone is indicated in his subtitle - 'a 
nostalgic trip down the garden path' - indeed some of 
the recollections are made to sound positively idyllic, 
though in others there is a considerable degree of 
embarrassment.

I particularly enjoyed the old gentleman who got his 
revenge on anyone 'giving him a hard time' by 
imagining them 'sitting on their loo' - that put them 
into perspective - also the puzzlement of the insurers of 
a lorry which crashed into the privy of a lady at Edith 
Weston whose claim included a broken umbrella! There 
are more entertaining stories, some amusing poems and 
many good-size black and white photographs, which 
have been effectively reproduced   perhaps the most 
delightful is of a privy at a former watermill between 
Odstone and Shackerstone which boasts an arched 
stained-glass window.

This is not an academic text - no index, no references, 
no bibliography - but it does, as well as the 
recollections, contain some historical as well as 
technical information about lavatories of different 
periods, also about the extremely important role of the 
'night-soil men' (amazing to learn that two of them 
were still working in Shepshed in the late 1950s). 
Perhaps a bit pricey, but this is still an entertaining and 
enjoyable foray into one of the more unlikely byways of 
local history.

Colin Jones

PUBLIC SCULPTURE IN LEICESTERSHIRE
AND RUTLAND
Terry Cavanagh
Liverpool UP 2000 432pp ISBN 0853236453
(pbk: 0853236550) £19.95

This is the fourth in a series of publications from the
Public Monuments &
Sculpture Association's
National Recording
Project, which aims
eventually to cover the
whole country. The
author is a researcher in
the Department of the
History of Art at the
University of Leicester,
and the introduction to
the book is written by Professor Alison Yarrington of
the same Department. Let none of this mislead you into
thinking that this is a dry academic tome of limited
appeal to the wider public. It is a wonderful book -
fascinating in the range of sculpture it covers,
beautifully illustrated, clearly and accessibly written,
and acutely aware of the extent to which public
sculpture reflects the values and aspirations of the
society which produces it.

The thought-provoking introduction makes this point 
very clearly. Leicester's nineteenth-century Radical 
dissenting tradition is reflected in two of the few statues 
to be found in the City - those of Robert Hall and John 
Biggs - but the wealth of sculpture which adorned its 
Victorian buildings was designed to convey civic pride 
and strength as well as enhancing the appearance of the 
town. Sculpture is now seen as a potential stimulus to 
the regeneration of both rural and urban areas. To give 
just one example, the Bagworth Miners' Memorial, 
unveiled in 1999, was also intended to act as a focus for 
redevelopment of the village after the closure of the 
mine in the 1980s.

More recently, there have been attempts to make public 
sculpture more accessible by involving a wider range of 
people in the process of producing it: through public

Book reviewers wanted!
Are you interested in joining our team of reviewers? The task is not onerous, occurring only 

once each year, and guidance on writing reviews is provided.
For more information, please contact 

John Hinks, Reviews Editor, by telephone (0116 233 0368) or e-mail: jhinks@ntlworld.com
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consultation, for instance, or by enabling groups within 
the community to work directly with a sculptor. Similar 
sentiments led Stewart Mason, the pioneering Director 
of Education for Leicester from the 1950s through to 
the 1980s, to place sculptures and other works of art by 
contemporary artists into schools and colleges as a 
stimulus to students' creativity - creating in the process 
a collection of twentieth-century sculpture which has no 
rival.

The main body of the book consists of a 'catalogue' of 
sculptures, arranged alphabetically by place-name. 
Details of the sculptor and date are followed by a 
description of the sculpture, including its inscription 
where relevant, and an account of its 'history' - the 
who, why and how of its creation which provides the 
broader social context. The current condition of each 
sculpture is also described, and a list of books or other 
related literature is provided. There is an additional 
section on lost and removed works, along with a very 
useful glossary and biographies of the 'makers'.

The book covers the whole of Leicestershire and 
Rutland, but I have to admit to being hopelessly 
distracted by the section on Leicester itself. Even the 
most familiar of sculptures takes on new interest when 
analysed in this way, but there were still plenty of 
surprises in store (the YMCA building, for one). And I 
am so pleased at last to have the answers to some of the 
questions posed by those smaller architectural details - 
that seahorse at the top of Charles Street, for instance, 
and those heads on a shop in Gallowtree Gate... I may 
never make it as far as Rutland.

Cynthia Brown

THE TIGERS: 6th, 7th, 8th AND 9th (SERVICE)
BATTALIONS OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE
REGIMENT
Matthew Richardson
Pen and Sword Books 2000 288pp
ISBN 0850S2719S (pbk: 0850527406) £21.95

Matthew Richardson has plugged a gap in the history of 
the Royal Leicestershire Regiment and plugged it very 
well. Although histories or memoirs of the regular and 
most of the territorial battalions of the regiment have 
been published, the story of the service battalions raised 
during the Great War was left untold. This attractive 
book, from the 'Pen and Sword' stable, makes good 
that omission. In September 1914 four battalions - the 
6th, 7th, 8th and 9th were added to the Leicestershire 
Regiment as part of Kitchener's 'New Army'. The 
battalions formed a 'Leicestershire Brigade', the 110th, 
in the 37th Division. The brigade was to retain a local 
flavour, despite the horrific losses of the war and the 
demands of military necessity, until its demobilisation.

The story of the 10th Brigade is told in lively style, with 
much detail that can only have come from personal

reminiscences and eyewitness accounts. Often the story 
is told in the words of the soldiers themselves. This use 
of first-hand accounts, coupled with a wealth of 
photographs, gives The Tigers an immediate impact. It is 
shocking to contemplate how many of the innocent, 
open countenances that gaze out of the book's pages 
finished as the shattered masks all too clear in the 
sickening photograph on page 177. The history of the 
Tigers begins with the raising of the battalions. The 
recruits were clearly enthusiastic, though Richardson 
gives no hint of the official concern (chronicled for 
example in Armitage's Leicester 1914-18) at the poor 
response in Leicester compared to other East Midlands 
towns. Perhaps the greasy buckets of tea and 'pontoon' 
stew served to the recruits in the overcrowded depot at 
Glen Parva was the deterrent? At the end of 1914 the 
brigade moved for training and equipping to Aldershot. 
Richardson's well-chosen photographs clearly attest to 
the transformation of the battalions from mobs of 
civilians, through ragged ranks and files in outdated 
uniforms, to fully equipped, khaki serge clad Tommies, 
ready for active service.

That active service began in August 1915 near Kemmel 
in Belgium. In July 1916, after a miserable winter in the 
trenches near Monchy, the brigade was moved to the 
Somme, to bolster the offensive which threatened to 
become bogged down after a week's fighting. By 14 July 
the brigade had suffered a quarter of its strength killed 
or wounded. The story of carnage on the Somme was to 
be repeated until the end of the war. The Tigers were 
withdrawn, regrouped, and returned to the fight. The 
Armistice, in November 1918, found the brigade at 
Berlaimont on the Sambre, within a day's march of the 
battlefields of the Retreat from Mons in August 1914. 
Matthew Richardson does not conclude his story there 
however, instead continuing to examine the lot of the 
soldiers after their demobilisation. A few prospered, one 
even became Ambassador to Russia, but many never 
fully recovered - physically or mentally. It is a pity, 
though the reasons of economy are understandable, that 
while other works in this series contain nominal rolls of 
the battalions they document, The Tigers roll must be 
obtained at extra cost from the publishers. Nevertheless, 
even at £21.95, this is a book that local and military 
historians will wish to add to their collections. Matthew 
Richardson's knowledge of Great War military matters 
and source material is considerable. He confesses to 
have been born after the transformation of the Tigers 
into Royal Anglians - so he has many years before him 
of such research. There are, after all, other 
unchronicled battalions....

Robin P. Jenkins

Other recent publications

BREEDON CLOUD WOOD: A HISTORY AND 
NATURAL HISTORY OF AN ANCIENT 
LEICESTERSHIRE WOODLAND
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Anthony Squires
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust 2000 24pp

GREATER MEDIEVAL HOUSES OF ENGLAND
AND WALES 1300-1500
Volume 2: East Anglia, Central England and Wales
Anthony Emery
Cambridge UP 2000 724pp ISBN0521581311

RUTLAND AND MELTON BY THE WAY
C R and P Harris
Spiegl Press 2000 68pp

THE TRANSFER OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ARCHIVES TO LEICESTERSHIRE MUSEUMS,
ARTS AND RECORDS SERVICE
Richard Pollard
LMARS 2000 42pp ISBN 0850224314

VICTORIAN DAY ON THE RIVER SOAR 1847 
Malcolm Dark 
Reprint 130pp

CITY OF LEICESTER

ASPECTS OF LEICESTER
John Hinks (ed.)
Wharncliffe 2000 192pp ISBN 1871647819

As the title suggests, this
Wharncliffe Books publication
contains thirteen chapters,
each one about a different
aspect of local history and
written by a different author.
It is rather an eclectic mix,
from the lives of notable local
men such as Thomas Cooper
and John Throsby, to death
and funeral customs in
Leicester, from local horse
trades to libraries in Leicester
since the middle ages. All the
articles have been excellently researched and written by
local historians and are well illustrated with black and
white photographs, advertisements, maps and
documents. I also commend the provision of a place
and name index! Most of the chapters cover subjects
which have rarely been written about and published
before. It was particularly welcome to find an article
about women: The Businesswomen of Leicester by Pat
Grundy. Despite limited historical evidence available,
the author has succeeded in producing a fascinating
account of some remarkable Leicester women. One
such was gunmaker Louisa Clarke, a mother of seven
children, who continued to run the family business after
the death of her husband c.1856.

Some of the authors have included extracts from 
contemporary documents and letters, such as the

personal accounts of soldiers in Caged Tigers: The 
Leicestershire Regiment and the Defence of Ladysmith: 1899 

1900, by Robin Jenkins. The exhaustion, privation, 
and horror suffered by the men of the Leicestershire 
Regiment during the Boer War are vividly brought to 
life by these personal memoirs. The final chapter by 
Mike Raftery is a whimsical and entertaining account of 
three writers with local connections - Philip Larkin, Joe 
Orton and Colin Wilson - which left me wanting more! 
This book should appeal to anyone with an interest in 
the history of Leicester, especially its life and people. As 
each chapter is a completely 'self-contained' story, it is a 
book which you can dip into at leisure.

Angela Cutting

HISTORY OF VICTORIA PARK, LEICESTER,
AND ITS SURROUNDING AREAS
Helen E Boynton 2000 64pp
Obtainable from the author at 7 The Fairway,
Leicester, LE2 2HH. £12.00 plus £1.75 p&p.

This work stemmed naturally 
out of research Helen Boynton 
had carried out in this part of 
Leicester. Previously, in 
collaboration with Derek 
Seaton, she had looked at the 
buildings which lined London 
Road south of Victoria Park.

This book is A4 in size and has 
a dramatic picture extending 
over the front and back cover 
(Herberte's picture of horse I 
racing on Victoria Park from Leicester City Museums). 
It is well laid out and the majority of the illustrations 
have reproduced well with a good set of colour pictures 
grouped together in the middle. There are one or two 
typographic matters which could have been corrected, 
e.g. the last paragraph on page 11 is not justified on the 
right and it is strange to begin paragraphs under 
headings with an indent. Helen Boynton is to be 
congratulated on producing another valuable local 
history book which tells the story of Victoria Park and 
surrounding buildings.

Alan McWhirr

WRITING ABOUT LEICESTER: A LOCAL
HISTORY BOOKLIST
J D Bennett
Leicester City Council (Living History Unit) 2000
64pp ISBN 1901156087 £3.50

This Living History Unit booklet lists well over 600 
publications on Leicester and its history, starting with 
Throsby's Memoirs of the Town & County of Leicester in 
1777, through to the 1999 history of the British United 
Shoe Machinery Co., Serving the Shoemaker. In the
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main body of the book, each
publication is listed in order of |
its date of publication, while
the three Appendices identify
other books, periodicals and
bibliographies containing !
relevant information. The
indices also allow the reader to
search alphabetically by author
or subject, and the whole
publication displays the same
painstaking research and
attention to detail as one of j
John Bennett's earlier but
perhaps little known publications - No. 233 in the list -
Historical Plaques in Leicester (1964).

As the author notes, interest in local history has 
flourished in recent decades, and the 1980s alone saw 
the publication of more books and pamphlets on the 
history of Leicester than the whole period between 
1900-50. The range of publications listed here is a wide 
one. Guidebooks to Leicester feature strongly, alongside 
histories of churches and chapels, and those of local 
companies such as Stead & Simpson, Corah and the 
Equity boot & shoe co-operative. There are many 
publications marking the centenaries or other 
anniversaries of local organisations   the Literary & 
Philosophical Society, New Walk Museum, the 
Mechanics' Institute, and the Leicester District Nursing 
Association, for instance - and collections of 
photographs are particularly prominent among the 
more recent entries. Writing About Leicester is a very 
useful addition to the local historical publications which 
it lists so accessibly, and an excellent resource for 
anyone who wishes to research, or simply dip into, the 
history of the City.

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

BRIEF HISTORY OF OAKLAND AVENUE 
Stephanie Duggan 2000 16pp

A CENTURY OF LEICESTER
Jess and Robin Jenkins
Sutton 2000 121pp ISBN 0750926526

MORE MEMORIES OF LEICESTER
Ken Wheatley (ed.)
True North 2000 104pp ISBN 1903204089
ROTARY IN LEICESTER: A HISTORY OF THE
ROTARY CLUB IN LEICESTER 1916-2000
Leicester Rotary Club 2000 54pp
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TOWNS AND VILLAGES

ASPECTS OF BURTON OVERY
Joan Stephens (ed.)
Troubador 2000 94pp ISBN 1S99293329

This book was the inspiration of the Burton Overy 
Millennium Local History Group, which was 
responsible for its production. Its success is due in part 
to having a skilled editor who has welded the various 
contributions into a very readable account. Rather than 
taking the reader through chronological chapters this 
books deals with the past 2000 years under a series of 
themes including Farms and Fanning, Buildings Past 
and Present, St Andrews' Church, Wartime and 
Warriors, and Leisure and Celebrations. In addition, 
there is an introductory chapter In the Beginning and a 
section of oral reminiscences under the title I 
Remember.

Aspect* of
Burton OveryOn average there is a 

photograph or line drawing on 
every other page and, virtually 
without exception, the quality 
of reproduction is good. There 
is a short glossary at the end, 
but no index or bibliography. 
This 94-page book is an 
excellent way to mark the 
millennium, and the local 
history group is to be 
congratulated on its production.

Alan Me Whirr

THE CHANGING SCENE: ANSTEY 1868-2000 
Brian Kibble 2000 65pp £5

Following a very successful local history exhibition of 
'then and now' photographs held in early 2000, this 
book takes us on a tour of the village. We are shown 
only a sample of the photographs which were displayed 
- to have reproduced them all would have necessitated a 
very large book. The photographs were taken at various 
stages over the last 150 years and again today. It is the 
identical viewpoint which gives particular interest, even 
to those who know little of Anstey or its history. For 
though the author states that he has particularly tried to 
avoid judgmental statements in his short commentaries, 
the photographs speak for themselves, showing clearly 
how post-war developments have ruined what was once 
an attractive village. Those planners and builders of the 
1960s and 70s have much to answer for!

Jennifer Sandys
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HARE PIE SCRAMBLING AND BOTTLE
KICKING - HALLATON'S STRANGE AND
ANCIENT CUSTOM
John Morison and Peter Daisley
Hallaton Museum 2000 Blpppbk
ISBN 0953839303 £3.99

HALLATON HARE PIE SCRAMBLING AND
BOTTLE KICKING: FACTS AND FOLKLORE
OF AN ANCIENT TRADITION
John Morison and Peter Daisley
Hallaton Museum 2000 289pp ISBN 0953839311
£19.99

Hallaton's Easter Monday bottle-kicking celebrations 
are known far beyond Leicestershire. But what may be 
thought of as a jolly, though pretty rough, sport for a 
bank holiday, is shown here to have its origins in pagan 
times. These two books have been produced with 
financial assistance from lottery grants for local groups 
and are published by Hallaton Museum, one title being 
a souvenir for the bottle-kicking fraternity and their 
followers, the other a more scholarly investigation of 
particular interest to local historians and those who 
study folklore and customs. Peter Morison, (author 
and historical researcher) is chairman of the Hallaton 
Museum and has been largely responsible for the 
splendid record of research conducted by the Friends 
who put on a specific exhibition each year. This year's 
theme is 'Cane and Able' (Education in Hallaton). In 
previous years we have seen Hallaton Horse Fairs, 
Underground Hallaton and Inns, Taverns and Ale- 
Houses of Hallaton. Peter Daisley comes of an old 
Hallaton family; a seasoned bottle-kicker who has lent 
his communication skills to producing these titles, he is 
listed as co-author and editor.

Hallaton's Strange and Ancient Custom is a slim, 
accessible, attractively produced booklet, well illustrated 
with photographs of the event and packed full of 
information. The programme which starts with a 
parade, includes pageantry, music and a church service 
and ends with the scramble in which local youths and 
men (in the 1914-18 war, women took over!) endeavour 
to capture the small casks of ale known as bottles. The 
protagonists are Medbourne village, about which little is 
recorded. In the parade a warrior in medieval costume 
bears a bronze hare (at one time it would have been the 
real thing), a bread lady carries a basket of penny loaves 
for the poor and there are two carriers of sacks for the 
slices of hare pie. Finally comes the Master of Stowe 
and two assistants who carry the bottles bedecked with 
coloured ribbons. At the church after a short service the 
rector cuts the hare pie, which at one time he would 
have donated, and throws slices to the crowd. The 
remains are carried in the sacks for later distribution. 
This ceremony the authors trace back to ancient times 
when a hare, perhaps because of its odd behaviour in 
Spring, would have been sacrificed for a festival in 
honour of Eostre, the pagan goddess of fertility.

Facts and Folklore of an Ancient Tradition is described on 
the flyleaf as a cornucopia of a book. It repeats much of 
the detail of the previous title but relates the events in 
depth and in the context of a changing community. 
Thus there are numerous accounts of the bottle-kicking 
by writers down the ages, analysed in not only what 
they say about the bottle-kicking but also what they say 
about Hallaton and an insight into the times hi which 
they were set. There is considerable background to the 
legend of two ladies who were said to be chased by a 
bull and only saved by a hare who diverted the bull and 
saved their lives, the origin of the Hallaton festivities. 
They are said not only to have given thanks to the 
Almighty but also money for thanksgiving ceremonies. 
The researchers find much which supports this legend. 
There is also considerable research into the links 
between Hallaton and St Morrell a revered saint in 
France honoured in Norman England whose shrine and 
chapel are traced to Hallaton. Although scholarly and 
exceedingly well researched, the second book is 
readable and gripping . Like a jigsaw puzzle the pieces 
are placed in position showing the immense power of a 
piece of local research hi interpreting social history and 
customs going back thousands of years. Whether it 
seems to tie up a shade too neatly must be left to future 
research to determine. The book is well printed and 
well illustrated with photographs of recent bottle kickers 
and engravings of St Morrell alike and index and 
bibliography. Read the first book first!

Jennifer Sandys

Other recent publications

ANOTHER GLIMPSE OF STOCKING: MORE
YARNS ABOUT OLD HINCKLEY
Michael Roberts
Hinckley Times 2000 68pp

BILLESDON VILLAGE HALL 1870-1996 
G Bromley 2000 9pp

DISEWORTH: STORY OF A VILLAGE
S D Brompton and P N Hening
Diseworth Publs 2000 191pp ISBN 0953956504

ENDERBY IN THE MILLENNIUM
John Crofts (ed.)
Enderby Parish Council 2000 96pp

HATHERN HERE AND NOW: A SNAPSHOT OF A 
LEICESTERSHIRE VILLAGE 
'Hathern 2000' 2000 78pp

HISTORY AND SURVEY OF SHEPSHED MILL 
T Booth and others 
Reprint 2000 29pp

KEGWORTH: ASPECTS OF HISTORY
Kegworth Museum 2000 136pp ISBN 0953815307
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A KEGWORTH WALK GUIDE
David Jones and David Buxton 2000 96pp ISBN
0953789403

PEOPLE IN WIGSTON MAGNA
Gerry Broughton
Broughton Publ 2000 60pp ISBN 0953503836

PICTORIAL MEMORIES AND RECOLLECTIONS 
OF ASTON FLAMVTT.T.E 
Barbara Bedford 2000 90pp

REMINISCENCES AND PICTURES OF OLD
BLABY
Shirley Smith (ed.)
Blaby Heritage Group 2000 120pp ISBN
0953805719

SYSTON PAST (Volume 1) 
Derek Barker and others 
SystonLHG 2000 50pp

PEOPLE

HISTORY OF THE HIGH SHERIFFS IN
LEICESTERSHIRE
Caroline Wessel 2000 28pp ISBN 0952948419

This little book is only twenty-eight pages long but it is 
full of information about the office of High Sheriff of 
Leicestershire, an office that has existed for over one 
thousand years. It is a very well-researched book, full of 
fascinating information about the post from 1170 until 
the end of the twentieth century. It is well written and 
thoughtfully illustrated. Mrs Wessel describes the 
changes in the office of High Sheriff over the last 
thousand years and also explains the difference between 
the office of High Sheriff and that of Lord Lieutenant, 
which are confused by many of us. This book was 
privately published and is, I believe, available in some 
city and county libraries. It is worth taking the trouble 
to find a copy.

Pat Grundy

WOMEN OF LEICESTER 1850-2000 
Shirley Aucott
Leicester City Council 2000 40pp 
ISBN 1901156044

At the beginning of this publication, Shirley Aucott 
points out that only a few hundred women were 
included in the editions of the Dictionary of National 
Biography published from the nineteenth century 
onwards and these were mainly women who were 
active in the predominantly male arena of public life. A 
recent revision of the DNB by the Oxford University 
Press has added around 2,000 women to its entries, 
tripling the number previously named. Similarly, 
women have clearly played a significant role in shaping 
Leicester over the past centuries - but until very

recently this has not really been reflected in historical 
publications on the City. This booklet, published to 
mark International Women's Day 2000, seeks to redress 
some of the imbalance, and to celebrate some of the 
many achievements of women in Leicester. One of its 
early sections identifies some 'firsts' which illustrate just 
how difficult it has been for women to enter some areas 
of public service or paid work, or to progress beyond a 
certain level. Isabella Evans became the first woman to 
be elected to the Leicester School Board in 1879, and 
Fanny Fullager the first to win a seat on the Board of 
Poor Law Guardians ten years later - but the first 
female Councillor, Mrs Ellen Swainston, was not 
elected until 1922, and another 75 years elapsed before 
Patricia Hewitt became the City's first female Member 
of Parliament.

However, much of the book is concerned with women 
whose names are less familiar, but whose achievements 
and contribution to the City surely deserve more 
recognition: artists, writers and performers, scientists, 
teachers, health professionals and volunteers, 
businesswomen, trade union officials, sportswomen, 
and all those who have campaigned to extend the rights 
and improve the living and working conditions of other 
women. It is potentially a vast area of historical study - 
and one can sense the author's frustration at the 
constraints of time and space within which she was 
obliged to work. However, this is an interesting and 
illuminating publication, and one which may indeed act 
as a spur and inspiration for further research in the 
future.

Cynthia Brown

CHURCHES

A HISTORY AND GUIDE TO ALL SAINTS 
CHURCH, KNIPTON, LEICESTERSHIRE 
Raymond Taylor 
No publisher or ISBN 46pp 1999

ST DENYS' CHURCH, GOADBY MARWOOD, 
LEICESTERSHIRE, A HISTORY AND GUIDE 
Raymond Taylor 
No publisher or ISBN 54pp 1999

THE CHURCH OF SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, 
SPROXTON - A HISTORY OF THE PARISH 
AND DESCRIPTION OF ITS CHURCH 
Raymond Taylor 
No publisher or ISBN 13pp 1996 revised 1999

NOTES TOWARDS A HISTORY OF
CHAD WELL
Raymond Taylor
No publisher or ISBN 15pp 1999

Mr Raymond Taylor has over the past couple of years 
written accounts of four parish churches. They are: All
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Saints Knipton; St Denys' Goadby Marwood; St 
Bartholomew, Sproxton and St Mary's Chadwell. 
Those on Knipton and Goadby Marwood are A5 
booklets in a card cover and are very similar in style, 
each with a picture from Nichols on the first page and a 
similar layout on the cover. Both include details of the 
place name of the settlement and some background 
notes on the history of the parish. Neither includes a 
plan of the church, which is unfortunate. Both of these 
guides contain a wealth of information, but it is not 
always arranged in a logical order or presented in an 
attractive layout. One wonders whether the needs of the 
visitor/reader have been considered.

Chadwell and Sproxton are produced at A4 size and 
follow a similar format in covering aspects of the parish 
as well as detailed accounts of the church. The guide to 
Sproxton written in 1996 and revised in 1999, is 
perhaps the most successful with its plan and a few 
illustrations, but a little unbalanced with three out of 
the twelve pages on bells. There is a plan on Sproxton, 
but not Chadwell. The Notes Towards a History of 
Chadwell, as they are entitled, are just that, notes, and 
really need editing and some illustrations adding. Eight 
of the fifteen pages are devoted to a list of dates which 
put the local scene into a wider context and makes the 
account rather unbalanced.

All of these accounts fall between two stools in trying to 
give an account of the parish as well as the church. 
Much hard work, however, has gone into the research 
and, with a little guidance, they could be turned into 
very useful church guides.

Alan McWhirr

CLARENDON PARK METHODIST CHURCH, 
LEICESTER: GLIMPSES INTO A CENTURY OF 
CHRISTIAN WITNESS 1900-2000 
G B Pyrah 2000 24pp

This A5 pleasantly produced booklet was printed to 
mark the millennium and the centenary of the church. 
It builds on an earlier booklet published to the mark the 
Jubilee and brings the story of the church forward to the 
present day. It also fills in some gaps in the earlier work, 
including a quote from Arthur Wakerley who had 
reservations about building in Clarendon Park in what 
was then a 'sparsely populated district'.

Alan McWhirr

HISTORIC CHURCHES
1. North Leicestershire
2. South Leicestershire
3. East Leicestershire
4. West Leicestershire
5. Leicester
Leicestershire Historic Churches Preservation
Trust 2000 each 20pp

This attractive series of A5 booklets, published with the 
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, forms an ideal 
brief introduction to many of Leicestershire's interesting 
historic churches. Each volume contains twenty pages, 
with excellent colour illustrations on every page. 
Although the churches are described quite briefly, there 
is (just about) enough information to whet the appetite 
and these booklets should inspire hours of church 
visiting! Although there is an understandable emphasis 
on medieval parish churches, it is good to see the 
inclusion of a few distinguished modern buildings and 
several non-Anglican places of worship. A first-rate 
series of popular and attractive guides, aimed more at 
the tourist or casual visitor than the local historian.

John Hinks

THE HISTORIC PARISH CHURCHES OF
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
Leonard Cantor
Kairos Press 2000 120pp ISBN 1871344255 £6.50

Professor Cantor has
penned a number of
books on local matters in
association with Kairos
Press and this one does
both the author and the
publisher great credit. As
the title suggests, not all
parish churches in the
two counties are
included, only those
which Cantor considers
to be 'historic', some 62
in total. The first part (50 pages) traces the history of the
parish church in general in the two counties, whilst part
two is a gazetteer of the selected 62 historic churches.
Selecting which to include in this volume must have
caused many a sleepless night and it is easy for any
reviewer to draw attention to those which have been
omitted. For example, why has Lurterworth or Hinckley
been left out? One could go on and each of us, if asked to
produce a list of the 60 most historic churches in the
region, would come up with a different list.

Photographing churches is notoriously difficult. The sun in 
never in the right place when one visits and this can often 
lead to very dark areas on pictures, such as the porch at the 
cathedral (fig 125), but overall the quality of the black and 
white illustrations is good. The only colour is on the front 
and back cover. There is a glossary of architectural and 
ecclesiastical terms (I presume the last entry should have 
been Zig Zag), a bibliography and an index. Surely the 
picture of Orton-on-the-Hill is reversed, and a better 
reference to the Goddard practice (p 45) would have been 
the book by Cherry and Brandwood, rather than Pevsner. 
It is likely that a more detailed review of this book will 
appear in the Transactions of this Society.

Alan McWhirr
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LOUGHBOROUGH BAPTISTS AND THE
TOWN
S A Cramer
Loughborough Baptist Church 2000 82pp

Stanley Cramer set out 'to write a history of the Baptist 
Church in Loughborough and to show how the chapel 
and its members influenced the town. I think that he 
has largely achieved what he set out to achieve. In this 
little book we are given a well-written history of the 
Baptist chapel from its beginning in 1753 to the twenty- 
first century. There are lots of statistics and dates 
providing evidence; not enough to be boring, just 
enough to be interesting. There are also some very 
interesting illustrations and along with the history of the 
chapel, we have the history of the town.

Mr Cramer has not forgotten that it is people who make 
a town and people who make a church. He brings to hie 
some of the characters of the past who have not only 
been members of the chapel but who have also had 
some influence on the life and growth of the town of 
Loughborough. This book will be of interest to all 
members of the Baptist faith in Loughborough, as well 
as to anyone who is concerned with the social history of 
Loughborough. It is an enjoyable and informative read.

Pat Grundy

THE OLD CHURCH: A HISTORY OF ST
WISTAN'S, WIGSTON MAGNA
Janice Broughton
Broughton Publ 2000 32pp ISBN 0953503844

This small booklet gives a valuable insight into a largely 
forgotten church. It begins with the history of St. 
Wistan who was reputedly martyred at 
Wistow and then gives an explanation of why the 
church is sited where it is, a way of marking one of the 
resting places of St. Wistan's body on the way to his 
burial at Repton. The book is easy to read and the prose 
is written in a chatty style. The text is littered with line- 
drawings which illustrate the book well. This book will 
provide appealing reading for anyone with an interest in 
Wigston or in parish churches

Lois Edwards

Other recent publications

BARWELL PARISH CHURCH
Friends of St Mary's, Barwell 2000 16pp

CHRIST CHURCH, MOUNTSORREL: A
HISTORY
Barry Uff and Edmund Stacey 2000 144pp

GUIDE TO WHITWICK PARISH CHURCH
John Colledge
The Church 2000 15pp

HISTORY OF ST PETER'S CHURCH,
MOUNTSORREL
Edmund A Stacey 2000 104pp

SPIRITUALISM IN LOUGHBOROUGH
Janet E Lorrimer
Loughborough Spiritualist Church 2000 24pp

HEALTH AND WELFARE

HINCKLEY AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL: A
CENTENARY HISTORY
H A Beavin
Hinckley and District Museum 2000 62pp ISBN
0952147149 £2

This history will be of most immediate interest to 
people who live, or have lived in Hinckley, and 
particularly those who had any contact with the hospital 
and its staff. Many of the latter stayed for well over 
twenty years, and no doubt their names alone will bring 
back a wealth of memories. Beyond the purely local 
aspects, however, the booklet also traces some of the 
wider trends in healthcare in general and 'cottage' 
hospitals in particular. While 'county' infirmaries had 
been established in the second half of the eighteenth 
century, including that in Leicester in 1771, 
geographical distance and the restricted criteria for 
admission made them inaccessible for many. Local 
hospitals overcame some of these difficulties, and also 
met a preference for smaller-scale and less impersonal 
institutions than the large infirmaries.

Many, like that in Hinckley, were established at the 
instigation of local doctors, with the financial support of 
aristocrats or gentry, and manufacturers whose own 
investment was to some extent repaid in terms of a 
healthier and more efficient workforce. Typically, the 
Hinckley hospital was first established in a converted 
house, until demand outstripped space, and more funds 
had to be raised to provide purpose-built premises - 
and Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee proved an ideal 
occasion for this purpose.

Moving into the twentieth century, the author looks at 
the impact of the two World Wars on the hospital, and 
at its absorption into the National Health Service in 
1948, with all the complexities of management (and 
subsequent historical records) that this entailed. These 
developments are firmly set within the wider national 
and regional context, and this gives the book a value 
and an interest beyond Hinckley itself. Clearer 
illustrations - and more of them - would add still more 
interest, and it would have been good to include some 
oral histories of former staff and patients. However, 
resources and time are inevitably limited, and at only 
£2.00 this history really is very good value.

Cynthia Brown
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INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

LEICESTER'S TRAMS
Geoff Creese
Irwell Press 2000 56pp ISBN 1903266173 £7.75

There have been a number of publications in recent years 
based on photographs of Leicester's trams, and we might 
wonder at first glance if there is any real need for another. 
However, as the author points out, Leicester was the last 
municipality in the East Midlands to cease operating its 
trams, continuing to run them alongside a network of 
motor omnibuses until 1949, when others had abandoned 
them in the 1930s. In terms of visual records, this means 
not only that they are more plentiful in Leicester than in 
many other areas, but they also include a quite unusual 
sequence of photographs from the 'petrol rationed times 
of austerity1 during the Second World War and the early 
post-war period.

Connoisseurs of the trams themselves will find the 
technical information they would expect in the book, but 
this is briefly and clearly presented. Inexpert general 
readers will not be intimidated by it, and will find much of 
interest in the changing landscapes of Leicester which 
form the backdrop to the trams themselves. At £7.75 for a 
fairly slim volume, they may be more intimidated by the 
price - but even in this high-tech age, photographic 
reproductions of this quality do not come cheaply.

Cynthia Brown

THE LOCALS' GUIDE TO THE ASHBY CANAL
AND ITS SURROUNDINGS
Compiled by Douglas E. Maas
Inland Waterways Books in association with the
Ashby Canal Association
Second Edition May 2000 40pp ISBN 0953 0034 IS £3

I was very impressed by this chatty little guide to the 
Ashby canal and the surrounding villages. Its great 
strength is definitely the local knowledge & experience of 
the compiler, Douglas Maas, who is a keen boater and is 
obviously well acquainted with the canal. As a boater 
venturing onto the Ashby for the first time, I would be 
very grateful for all the first-hand advice on moorings and 
navigational difficulties which serve to supplement the 
more concise details of canal guides like Nicholson's. I 
certainly applaud the call for a nice slow speed so that you 
can enjoy the beauty of the rural surroundings to its full. 
There is even advice on the temperament of some of the 
local swans and I imagine one would appreciate the 
warning.

Although I would probably prefer to navigate from the 
clear coloured maps of my Nicholson rather than the 
black and white ones in this booklet, I would still find this 
an invaluable aid with all its detailed and useful 
information about the locality and the facilities. Drawing 
on a variety of reference works from historical texts like

Hadfield to locally published walk leaflets, 'the Waterways 
World' and even the 'Boaters' Christian Fellowship 
Church Directory' this guide also has the benefit of the 
local knowledge of many individuals. There are full details 
about local amenities and attractions as well as many 
enticing adverts for local hostelries & tea rooms. Although 
some adverts like the season's programme for the 
Battlefield Steam Railway will of course become out of 
date quickly, there are still useful telephone numbers to 
enable one to glean the correct details easily. The lists of 
contact numbers for local doctors, dentists and other 
emergency services will be a great comfort to many a 
visitor.

This is an enjoyable light-hearted commentary on the 
area. It is not and does not purport to be a deep historical 
analysis but it is still a useful source for the history of the 
canal itself which will be of interest to walkers and other 
towpath users as well as boaters. Most importantly, it fits 
into the pocket easily! I for one shall be route-marching 
the family to some of those tea rooms with its aid. At three 
pounds, this is a real bargain and best of all, the entire 
proceeds go towards restoration of the Ashby Canal. You 
might even be moved to join the Ashby Canal Association 
- in which case, full details are at the back!

Jess Jenkins

Other recent publications

THE FOXTON STORY
DerekLewin 2000 148pp ISBN 0953838919

HISTORY OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF
FRAMEWORK KNITTERS
Sheila A Mason
The Company 2000 281pp ISBN 0953899802

NEWTOWN LJNFORD NOTES AND THE 
LEICESTERSHIRE SLATE INDUSTRY 
DARamsey 2000 lOOpp

SPORT
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB
('Images of Sport')
Dennis Lambert
Tempus Press 2000 128pp ISBN 0752418645

This book chronicles the history of Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club with photographs from its beginnings in the 
early nineteenth century until 1999. Each photograph is 
accompanied by short pieces of text giving background 
information on them. The photographs show the many 
events and people associated with the club over the years. 
The final chapter concentrates on the success the club has 
achieved in the last twenty-five years. This well-researched 
book would be a valuable addition to the book-shelves of 
any cricket enthusiast.

Lois Edwards
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Where is it?

Mrs Janet Firth from Wokingham writes:

I enclose a photocopy of a very small photograph found amongst my great-aunt's 
possessions. There is a strong chance that this shop was in Leicester, the other 
contender is King's Lynn.

We think this is the shop run by our great-grandfather James KIN& who was born 
in Leicester on 5th December 1830, although he lived in Srantham until he was 
apprenticed to Joseph Roberts and Charles Lees of Leicester from 1845 at the age 
of 15 until the age of 21. By the 1861 census (aged 29) he was working in King's Lynn, 
but by the 1881 census he was back in Leicester living in Myrtle Road. He died in 
Leicester in March 1901 and is buried with other members of his family in Welford 
Road Cemetery.

Mrs Frith has sent a further note:
The staff at Kings Lynn Museum do not think it is in the town, in spite of two King 
family shop connections. This leaves Leicester as the only contender. There was a 
shop in (Sranby Street run by members of the King family in 1835. Too early for a 
photograph and the man outside is definitely James King who lived 1830-1901. 
Having checked an 1882 directory of Leicester, it appears that a James King was 
listed as a shopkeeper in Fennel Street, off Bedford/Dryden Street near Belgrave 
Sate. There is, however, still a slight possibility that the shop could be in the area 
of Bartholomew Street (described in 1881 as Highf ield View) area. Further evidence 
suggests that James King was not in Myrtle Road, as previously thought, as the time 
of the 1881 census, he was at 93 Bartholomew Street, although he died at 56 
Derwent Street in March 1901 at the age of 70.
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