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THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHZEOLOGICAL
AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
115th ANNUAL REPORT 1969 -1970

Eight General Meetings of the Society were held, at which the following papers
were read :

1969

2 May Professor Jack Simmons, M.A., F.R.Hist.S., F.R.S.L.: Destruction
and Survival: the fate of buildings in Leicester, 1945 -1969. In
the Bennett Building, University of Leicester.

25 September Annual General Meeting in the Guildhall.
Wine and Cheese Party.

23 October Professor A. C. Thomas, M.A., F.S.A.: Who was King Arthur?
In the Guildhall.

21 November Dr. Levi Fox, O.B.E.,, D.L.: The Stratford Fubilee of 1769.

1970
23 January Professor C. N. L. Brooke, M.A., F.S.A.: Launching King Arthur.
20 February Directed by A. D. McWhirr, M.A.; Archeological Finds and

Exhibits.
12 March Professor A. M. Everitt, M.A., Ph.D.: Exploring Market Towns.
17 April R. J. B. Keene, Esq., Dip.Arch.(Leic.)., A.R.I.B.A.: Restorations of

St. Martin’s Leicester.

Meetings were held in the Museum unless otherwise stated.

Meetings

The Annual General Meeting of the Society this year was held in the
Guildhall and was followed by a Wine and Cheese Party, which seems to have
become part of the Society’s Annual Programme. The attendance at the Annual
General Meeting seems to be dropping; it was hoped that the enticement of wine
and cheese to follow might have increased the attendance, but this hope was to
be disappointed. It will be a pity if the affairs of the Society cease to be of
general concern. Lectures have been well supported.

Committee and Officers

The Committee met six times last year. This is one less than usual because
the meeting scheduled for 4 March had to be abandoned because of a blizzard.
Its membership now stands at twenty-five. Mrs. E. M. Dickson is Chairman of
the Committee, but in order to ease her burden Mr. R. J. B. Keene has been
appointed as Deputy Chairman. Mr. C. L. Wykes has been ill since the end of
1969, and unable to take his usual part in the Committee’s activities. The
Society wishes him a speedy recovery. Mr. J. A. Willett was elected to the
Committee on 7 May, having, with his wife, been an active supporter of most of
the Society’s activities for some time. Mr. D. H. Smith was elected to the
Committee on 22 October. Mr. Smith has done and continues to do much work
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for the Historic Building Advisory Panel. Mr. J. F. L. Norwood resigned from the
Committee on 7 May before leaving the county for a new position in Winchester.
The Society congratulates him on his new post but regrets that it will no longer
have his valuable assistance. He has for some years done the “Archzological Notes”
for Transactions.

Transactions

Volume XLIV (1968 - 1969) appeared on 30 April 1970. It is hoped that
Volume XLV will not have quite such an over-due birth. Volume XI.IV contained
two papers originally read to the Society. Volume XLV will also contain Mr. R.
J. B. Keene’s paper on “Restorations of St. Martin’s”.

Membership
The total membership on 30 April 1970 was :
Ordinary Members 508
Honorary Members h¢
Associate Members ... 74
Associated Societies ... 7
Student Members ... 26
Libraries & Museums 45

661

During the year 64 new members were elected, 56 resigned and 11 died.

The Society regrets to report the death of eleven members : Mr. R. A. Barnes,
Mr. C. D. B. Ellis, Mr. C. H. Gee, Mr. H. H. Gimson, Mr. W. T. Herrick,
Mr. J. Hill, Mrs. K. L. Simmons, Mr. J. W. Waudby, Miss M. V. Wilshere,
Miss H. N. Whittaker, Miss V. Wykes.

Messrs. Barnes, Gee and Gimson, and Misses V. Wykes and M. V. Wilshere
were members of long standing, and so was the Preisdent’s mother, Mrs. K. L.
Simmons, who until she became inactive was a most enthusiastic member of the
Society. The death of the Emeritus President, C. D. B. Ellis, was a matter of
great regret. Professor Jack Simmons spoke at the Annual General Meeting of
his long and distinguished record as a local historian and of the work he had done
for the Archaeological Society. A memoir will be printed in Transactions.

It is depressing to record for the first time in some years that the total
membership of the Society has declined. It is true that three is only a small
number, and that there has been an unusually high mortality, but there is no doubt
that we can no longer postpone the increase on the Society’s subscription in the
hope that by attaining a higher goal of ordinary members, we can keep pace with
the rising costs of both postage and the printing of notices for lectures and
excursions, and, of course, of Transactions. Volume XLIV cost almost one
hundred and sixty pounds more than the £500 set aside for it.

It will be proposed at the Annual General Meeting that the Society
Subscription be increased to £2.

The revised list of members of the Society which was duplicated last year is
still available, price 2s. 6d. (plus 4d. postage) from the Guildhall.

Historic Buildings

Last year we acclaimed the decision to restore 18 Highcross Street. This year
we must record our disappointment that nothing has yet been done, and the
building continues to languish. It will indeed be a great tragedy if, as a result
of neglect and vandalism, we are to lose the building completely. The experience
of Burleigh Fields House in Loughborough, for the preservation of which the
Society felt bound to fight, is a sad and cautionary tale. It has been standing
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empty for a very long time, enabling vandals to destroy much and eventually
to cause a fire, which makes restoration a very hard task. Buildings of merit
should not really be left empty for long without a caretaker. Happily the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government have accepted the report of one of their
Inspectors recommending that the building be retained and restored. The Society
was represented at the inquiry in Loughborough about the fate of this building.

This last year has seen an enormous increase in the work of the Historic
Building Advisory Panel. It has been called upon to write more than 8o
reports of one sort or another, both for grants, alterations to scheduled buildings,
and also applications to put the buildings on the County Definitive List. The
architect members of the Society have had placed upon them an enormous burden,
which they have shouldered willingly. A great deal of professional advice is given,
voluntarily, to both the County and the City. Only those who deal with the
reports can see exactly how much heavy work falls upon that small body of
enthusiasts who tackle this burden. The Society legitimately considers that this
is a work well worth doing. Attention in the forthcoming years will certainly
be directed to the Conservation Areas and also to working in co-operation with
the County Authorities in the plan for a Greater Leicester. It is encouraging that
the County are most anxious to enlist the Society’s help on these matters.

Library
For reasons of economy, we are not printing the usual list of library
accessions this year. A copy may be inspected in the library at the Guildhall.
The number of items borrowed has shown a welcome increase during the
year but the proportion of members using the library is still very small. Although
the library is open for only four hours per week, books may usually be borrowed
for lengthy periods unless, of course, they are required by another member.

Excursions 1969 - 70
Eleven excursions were arranged this year and were enjoyed by a large
number of members and friends.

1. 15 May. Evening excursion to Skeffington Hall and church, and Tugby
church. Leader : D. A. Blakesley. Attendance : 46.

2. 31 May. Half-day excursion. Oxfordshire churches of Bloxham, Adderbury
and King’s Sutton. Led by T. B. Davis. Attendance : 24.

3. 21 June. Whole-day excursion to Boston and the Marshland: Gedney,
Walpole St. Peter, Terrington St. Clement. Tour of Boston. High tea at
Grantham. Excursion led by Jack Simmons. Attendance : 18.

4. 3 July. Evening excursion. Kelmarsh Hall and church. Led by Alan
Everitt. Attendance : 37.

5. 19 July. Shrewsbury: St. Mary’s, St. Chad’s and Abbey churches; Weston
Park and Gardens. High tea in Lichfield. Led by James Crompton.
Attendance : 27.

6. 7 August. Evening excursion. Langley Priory and Breedon church. Led
by John Daniell. Attendance : 57.

7. 23 August. Church Langton Rectory, Thorpe Langton church. Tea in
Market Harborough. Pleasure boat trip to Foxton Locks. Led by D. A.
Blakesley and Philip Stevens. Attendance : 35.

8. 11 September. Stoke Dry and Stockerston churches. Led by Geoffrey
Martin. Attendance : 18.

9. 20 September. Rockingham Castle, Corby church and New Town. Dinner
at Oundle. Led by A. E. Grimbley. Attendance : 30.

10. 11 October. Cold Overton Hall and church. Led by Stafford Crane.
Attendance : 45.
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11. 10/12 April. Week-end visit to Bristol: John Wesley’s New Room, church
of St. Mary Redcliffe; Wells Cathedral, Blaise Hamlet, Stourhead Gardens.
Led by Winifred Herrington. Attendance : 28.

Thanks are due to all leaders of excursions who gave generously of their time.

Donations from the Excursion Fund were given where appropriate to churches

and buildings visited.

Melton Mowbray and District Branch

The following meetings of the Branch were held during the year in the Grove

School :
1969
11 October

14 November

12 December

1970
9 January

13 February
13 March
10 April

1 May

James Crompton, Esg., M.A., B.Litt.,, F.R.Hist.S., F.S.A.: The
Lollard Bible.

Laurence Bond, Esq., F.S.A.,, L.RIB.A.: From a Church
Architect’s Notebook.

Social Evening.

Members’ Evening :
1. J. Naylor, Esq., B.Sc.(Econ.).: Early Cricket in Melion
Mowbray.
2. M. G. Thomas, Esq.: Military Badges.
P. A. Stevens, Esq., M.A., F.M.A.: The Old Union Canal.
R. Jeavons, Esq.: Pre-Reformation Monastic Architecture.
J. E. Brownlow, Esq.: Latimer and Melton Mowbray.
Annual General Meeting.

Excursions 1969 - 70

Six well-supported excursions were organised from Melton Mowbray :

1. 14 May. Evening excursion to Wymondham (private cars). Leaders: G. M.
P. King and the Rev. R. T. H. Pearse. Attendance : 45.

2. I June.

Whole-day excursion to Ludlow, Ironbridge, Stokesay. ILeaders:

H. L. Copson and K. C. Wright. Attendance : 35.

3. 28 June.

Whole-day excursion to Alcester, Ragley Hall, Charlecote. Leaders :

W. Bailes and J. Willett. Attendance : 30.

4. 10 July.

Half-day excursion to Hardwick, Bolsover. Leader: W. Bailes.

Attendance : 35.
5. 24 July. Evening excursion to Donington le Heath (private cars). Leader :
J. E. Brownlow. Attendance : 30.

6. 21 August.

Evening excursion to Ketton and Easton-on-the-Hill. Leader :

H. L. Copson. Dinner at Whissendine. Attendance : 35.

Thanks are due to all excursion leaders for their hard work which contributed
to such a successful summer programme.

The Melton Branch continues to flourish. Attendance at lectures was most

gratifying.

xiii



S 61 L80TF
I 0 €81 Teak ap
10} 3WOOUT J9A0 IMIIPuUadxa JO $S0XY
9 8 O9I1¥ eIJU0D 01 UorsiaordIdpupn)
0 0 00S SpeBW UOISIAOIJ : §S27T
9 8 919
9 11T
0 0 Lt : SIUSWIISTIIDAPY
9 11 SI moaou punoq 10] mumhmno i ssaT
0 0 659 Surpuiq
Surpnpur ‘onsst pue Sunjutid Jo 150D
AITX ‘[OA SUOUIDSUDLT
€ 6 9¢
8 619 unodoy usoda yueg
L 6 6T Yueg sSUIABS 991SNIJ, I21S90127 : 1S3I2IU]
9 01¢C : mﬁmm 95399Y0 puE SUIM UO 1JOI]
0 0 SC EEI 0109
uoneonpy SIIYSISISIOMT] WO JUBID
0T s 8 —
0 S S N (ss013) 1961
30018 uoISIAAU0D % %€ 0S¥ Uo 1sa1a3uy
oI 0 € (sso018) ueoT 28eS1I0y % € uonerodio)
19159019 Py 'S¢ T0TF UO 1saI1alu]
 SJUSUNSIAU] WO} Swoou]
€ 6I S8 suondrosqns
_ PajuBU2A0D U0 Emnou 2q 01 XBl Swodu]
9 VI 9L suondruosqng
- S w .mu ‘s q

INNOIIDV TVHINAI

IT ST sIT

\O\O\O

8T €€
1T 601
8 9IL

s q

S 61 L80‘1F

OOV 0O
o]
i
on

9 8 O9II

0 0 009

o

N~

sauIpung
_Youelg %mﬁ%oz UOIPW
o : sad1ey) yuegq
owmumom pue Arsuone1g ‘Sumunrg
: : souemsu] I
ey

: sosuadxy SANBISTUTWIPY

- o - sasuadxy SIS

E:ﬁmuoaomvﬁmmﬁvﬁmﬂmumcuaxm@mu&d

enuod 1ad
‘AT'IX '[OA I0J uorsiaoxdrapun) ppy
ATX "JOA SU019DSUDA ], INSST
pue Sununid jo 1502 39U 3yl IOJ UOISIAOIJ

SOLId[[BD
Wy puE SWNIsnY JO UOEIIPI,] SPUEIPIIN
Eoﬁuom ESEE [e20] 852382@4

uon
~BAISSUOD) AIMIEN JOJ ISNI], AIYSINSIONT
' IA dnoin v'gD

ssurprng
JUSIOUY JO UOIIDAI0IJ S IO AISI00S

»moﬁo&nuﬁw ysnug Ioj [ouno)d
* A191008 P05y Ujooury
: suondrrosqng

0L6T T1dy (g popue 183X 9y1 10y INNODIV AUNLIANAIXA ANV AIWOINI
ALAIDOS TVIOIHOLSIH ANV 'TVIIDOTOX HOHYV HYIHSHALSHOIAT HHL

xiv



S 8 Sb¥ S 8 sb¥

T 7I 9¢ —_—
1T 61 159 sasuadxo $soT
0 Z7I 889 - 53d1909y UOISIMOXT 1121 T 0261 TIdy Q€ 18 1WNOd0Y Jo ddureg
¥ 91 8 6961 %mz 1 18 1Unoooy Jjo dduefeqg 9 CI T sog1ey) yueg pue safeisod ‘Sunuiig
LNNOIIV SNOISHIOXH
L € 0L6F L € 0L6¥
T $1 €91 SUOUOPSUDA], JO SIaquINU
3oeq Swpnpur ‘suonedriqnd jo safeg L T %56 o oL61 Tidy g 18 punyg Jo oue[eg
S 6 908 " 6961 AR 1 18 pun,g Jo adurleg 0 1 91 sasuadxa eIouag pue $33e1SOJ N
. . <
ANNA "IVIHOWAN NOILODNITIIMS 'H 'S HHL
T L oLy 1 L ou¥
9 91 ¢ " S[EDIPOMSJ puE syooq snjdins jo so[eg L LT 60T " 0L6T Ay O€ 18 oueleg
L 0T 0LT 6961 Tdy 0g 38 SouB[Rg 9 6 99 7T 8Y00q JO saseydIng
. g un P s W

ANOA AYVHAI'T

0L6T TV 0€—SANNA 40 HONVIVE
ALHIDOS TVIOIHOLSIH ANV "TVIIDOTOX HOUV HUIHSHALSHOIAT HHL



19159010 'V'O'H “bsg ‘saAm 1 nw..

WUDIUN0IIY PaLa1avy) “TTHASVY "1 O ‘bsyq ‘1a15goM\ ¥ -
‘d:[ “bsg ‘preyoid N [
*918pP 1BY1 UO PIpUd IBIA 91 IO SINSI ST pue ‘0L6I Judy o€ 18 A19100S [EOLIO 'v's'd CSTISIHW'A “LiITd “v'W “bsyg ‘uoidwior) sowre[
-1STH PUE [Ed1S0[02YDIY DIIYSIDISIOIOT 3, JO SIIBUE JO 91BIS 91 JO MIIA IIEY vV “bsyg ‘ureprsquiey) 'y [9BYIIN
pue on1 & 9A18 1AX 01 AIX sd8ed wo InO 19s s1unodoe ayl uorurdo Aw Uyl ‘bsyg ‘morumoryg g ‘[
YOLIANV AYVIONOH dH.L 40 LI0ddd ALHIDOS TVOIYO.LSIH ANV
TVOIDOTOYHOUV HIIHSYALSHOIAT HH.L 40 mmm.Hme,H
01T ¥ 995°CF 0L ¥ 995TF
1I1¢ 68¢ ———
9 61 $91 -+ ooueape ur pred suonduosqng
6 61 _ youerg Aeigmopyy uolPW
8 ¢ ¢TI : ** sI01par) Aipung
SINIIqeIT JUa1IND)
0 0 65T ——
0 0 69 .. "+ AIX oA
6 b1 ShET 0 0 000 “ ATX TOA
0 0 SI puey ur yse) SUOIPSUDAJ, JO INSST
1171 ¢ JUNOJOE UOISINOXH pue Sunuiid jo 3500 19U 9Yl IO] UOISIAOIJ
8 6I 906 ' Junosoe Jrsoda(g IT T 8I0T
7 91 86 JUNODOE JUdIINY) : YURQ 1B YSeD EE—
8 0T ¥L0°T Mﬁmm mqumm 991SNI T, I91SIVIT (z 11 8v) _
¥ ST S8 ' " s101g9(q Atpung T 0 €81 ' Iga a1 103 Swodour
RIERN "glichatilg) I9A0 2INPU3dxa JO SSIVXD SS27T
I orcece ——— IT8 ¥er '~ T 6961 ABW T 18 oue[eqg
6 v 171 N (855 anyep) : JUNOX0Yy [BIdUD
1961 001§ uoiszaauo) %%e 0STF L LT 601 pung Areiqry
y ¢ 10T (101 an[eA) ueoT 38eSu0W L T ¥56 ©° pung [eHOWSRY UOISUNS 'H 'S YL
nxum uone1odio) I91s3017T Py 'S¢ 10TF 11212 T JUNoddY S AIB1OIOAS UOISINOXH
SIUQUIISIAU] spuny Pae[nunody
PSY PSYF PsF  PpsY

0L6T M4V 0¢—ILAAHS ADNVIVL
ALATID0S TVIIYOLSIH ANV TVIID0TOWHIUV HUTHSHALSHDIAT HAHL

xvi



.<.U.m n.muwm anVTAB .\H D

19189010 TS “SIIHYA “V'W suowus [ 1ossdjoig

WwIUN02dY Paisrvy) “TTAISV "1 ‘D

9 ¥ 0b0‘cY
T S SILT

¥ 61 PIET

v v yI1¥

9 II1¥
0T 21 2L

P s ¥

'v'g ‘wddry "J W SSTIW

VST “STISIHY'A CLIITd VI A.me m,ﬂOHQEOHU m@Emb‘

*91BP 1BY1 UO PIPUS JBIA O] IOJ SIMSAI SII pue ‘0L6I
[ady of 18 pung yoIeosay [eorSO[0RYOIY IYSIAISIOET ], JO SIEPe jo
9Jels 92Ul JO MITA I PUB 9N B JAIS sJUnodde aaoqe 2yl uorurdo Awr uy

FOLIANV AYVIONOH HH.L 40 1L30dHd

0 0 o0¢sc
¥ 61 $90°1

0T L 11

0 s 19

9 v 0v0'eS

JUNOdOE JUAIIND)
_lunodxoe nsoda( : yueq 1e ddoue[eg 7 S STLT

" (0LZF nTeA) T 9 6¢
ueo M %EE Ph SST 0ZLY
JUNOJDY SWOdUT UO JUIWIISIAUY I 61 $89°T
"t (ST1Y enpep) v v 69
o1 vuumv:omcou. %% 'P6 'S61 ¥STF 6 VI 9191

(98¢¥ uﬂm\c

uBoT IeM %FE P8 St 6Z0°TF ¥ 61 $IET
Junodoy [eirde)) UO SIUSUIISIAU]

0L6T 1Hdy 0¢—LAAHS AINVIV

¥ v PITF
1uno2y soda( ueg UO 1S9I91UT
S[0su0)) %+t “P6 S6T $8ZJ UO 1sa191U] ¥ v 69
ueoT IeM\ %%€E 0SLTF UO 1sa191U] 0 0 S¥
$S0I8 — mucuEumo\wS.q EOHm OEOUEH
.m w

v’V “bsg ‘urertaquisy) "y [PEUSIN
‘v'd ‘pouudg ‘S ‘O PUdISADY YT,
ANNg HOYVHASHA

TVOIDOTOXYHOYV FIYIHSYALSHOIAT HHL 40 SHALSNAL

: £391008 [BOTI0ISTH
vcmHmummoﬁo&noﬁwuﬁsmuﬁmu&oquﬁo“ozﬂ

Ie2A 2yl 10] dWIOOU] 19U ppy
6961 LB T 1€ 2duE[Rg
JUNODOY dWodu]

0L6T Tady 0g Ie 2duEreg
1unodoy [ende)

IB24 91 JOJ SWOdUT AN
QITYSI918203] ur ASojoRydry
! S9SIMOD I0J $39,]

0L6T [1dy (g popud 1edx oyi 103 INNODIV TUNLIANAIXA (INV AWOINI
ANNAd HOYVASHY "TVOIOOTOX/ HOHV HUIHSHHILSHIIAT HHL

xvii





