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Archaeology in Leicestershire and
Rutland 2003
Richard Buckley and Sam George

Note. Archaeological watching briefs which have produced no significant archaeological
features or finds are listed at the end of the relevant sections below. In each case, the
parish/site name is followed by the name of the individual or organisation that undertook
the fieldwork. For abbreviations, please see above, (p.iv). Some entries relate to fieldwork
undertaken before 2003 but not previously reported.

LEICESTER

Leicester Abbey (SK 584 060) Steve Jones and Richard Buckley
In July 2003, ULAS supervised a fourth season of training excavations at Leicester
Abbey for first-year students of the School of Archaeology and Ancient History,
University of Leicester. The work, directed by Richard Buckley and Steve Jones,
comprised the examination of a large trench at the presumed site of the Abbey kitchen
and two smaller trenches within the west range. The latter were located to target a
complex of drains which appear on the surviving plans of the 1920s excavation. The
results proved to be relatively inconclusive. Results from the trench in the postulated
kitchen area, however, were very positive and continued to indicate good
archaeological survival, as suggested by the narrow trench excavated during the
previous 2002 season (TLAHS 77, 125–6). This had revealed two substantial,
possibly 2m wide, walls on an east–west orientation, forming respectively the north
and south walls of a square kitchen block located just to the south of the refectory
range. Associated stratified deposits, including some of high archaeological potential,
were also identified together with a small brick-lined oven of the 15th–early 16th
century. In 2004, the south-western corner of the kitchen block was uncovered,
represented by a substantial sandstone wall with two courses of superstructure
surviving. Built into the internal angle of the walls was a circular oven, whilst the
external corner, although heavily robbed, appeared to be buttressed. A stone-lined and
stone-capped drain running from the kitchen to the south was also identified and
appears to correspond with one on the 1920s excavation plan. The south wall of the
kitchen was represented only by a robber trench and all internal floor levels adjacent
to it had been destroyed. Cutting the western kitchen wall was another stone structure
represented by an east–west wall and a stone-lined drain leading to a square
soakaway. This may represent a later structure linking to the kitchen – apparently in
the medieval period or possibly a post-Dissolution structure, perhaps one of those
indicated on the 1613 William Senior plan of the site. That the buildings were perhaps
long-lived may be suggested by quantities of 19th-century material from the
soakaway.

The finds and archive will be lodged with LCMS under accession number A8.2000.
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Bath Lane, Former Harding’s Dye Works (SK 581 044) Lynden Cooper
The existence of Leicester’s western defences has been confirmed by recent excavations
at the former Harding’s Dye Works, Bath Lane by ULAS for Living in the City Ltd.
The earliest deposits seem to relate either to land reclamation of the former floodplain
of the river Soar or, alternatively, the deposits were infilling a large ditch such as that
recorded in Bath Lane in 1992 (TLAHS 67, 85). A turf-built rampart was constructed
on the elevated ground some time during the second century. A later wall was inserted
into the front of the rampart; the foundations were 3m wide comprising three courses
of unbonded granite blocks set on a slight pitch. A line of post-holes immediately
outside the wall may either represent the front of a timber-faced rampart or a related
structure such as an interval tower. The wall superstructure was mostly robbed during
the early post-medieval period but a surviving block indicated a wall core of granite
and concrete (illus.1). An adjacent circular lime clamp kiln produced an
archaeomagnetic date of AD 230–270 (Geoquest Associates) which may be taken as a
proxy date for the town wall construction. Eight late Roman extra-mural burials,
immediately adjacent to the wall, were also located. Two human skulls recovered from
this area in 1876 are almost certainly related (SMR LC 39). 

The site produced rare evidence for the medieval refurbishment of the defences. For
the southern half of the observed wall a parallel extra-mural trench had been
excavated, infilled with stone rubble and capped with stiff clay. It is uncertain if the

1. Bath Lane, Harding’s Dye Works. The line of the Roman western town wall looking south-
east towards West Bridge (Bath Lane behind the hoarding). To the left of the wall are the made
ground deposits and turf rampart. A quadrant of the circular lime kiln can be seen cutting the

made ground at bottom left.
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feature was a foundation for a wall or possibly a defensive feature to deter sapping of
the foundations. 

The line of the defences was somewhat different to that anticipated. Several previous
observations of substantial masonry in this vicinity (SMR LC 94, 95) thought to have
been the western town wall, can now be discounted as part of this structure. However,
the masonry reported from Russell’s Foundry in 1962 (SMR LC 96), just to the north
of the site, would seem to be confirmed as part of the town wall. The town wall robber
trench and foundations were also recently recorded by BUFAU further north at the
Donisthorpe Factory. A standing block of masonry in the rear entrance of 12 Talbot
Lane (on Bath Lane) is on the projected line of the Roman town wall, and quite
feasibly represents the last surviving fragment of Leicester’s lost defences.

Finds and records will be deposited with LCMS accession number A16.2003.

Bath Lane, former Merlin Works (SK 580 045) A. Gnanaratnam
In April and May 2003, an archaeological evaluation was carried out by ULAS for
Augustine Developments on the site of the former Merlin Works on the west side of
Bath Lane. The results suggest the survival of significant archaeological deposits on
site, ranging in date from the prehistoric to medieval/post-medieval periods. A large
fragment of a Late Iron Age flan tray crucible believed to be used in coin manufacture
was recovered. This is similar to fragments from Blackfriars Street, 80m to the east
(Clay 1985, 69 fig 39. 18–20). This suggests that there is the potential for other Iron
Age evidence to survive on site, both in the form of finds and possibly stratigraphy.

The Roman sequence began with a phase of levelling and terracing, which, although
poorly dated, probably occurred in the later first century. This was followed by the
construction of buildings indicated by the survival of mortar floors, in the northern part
of the site. Evidence was recovered for the presence of at least one substantial stone
built Roman structure with walls wide enough to suggest an upper storey. This also had
evidence of a tessellated floor, probably a plain grey or red pavement, an indication that
the more elaborately-decorated parts of a building may survive elsewhere on site. There
are known sightings of polychrome mosaics, probably on site, in the 18th century,
which further suggests a high-status town house was present. In the middle of the site,
adjacent to the tessellated floor, a sequence of superimposed Roman deposits survived,
including floor levels, to a depth of almost 1.5m. These included a dump of painted
Roman wall plaster surviving in good condition. The walls of the Roman building
appear to have been partially robbed of their stone, probably in the 12th–13th
centuries. This is consistent with evidence from other sites in Leicester and is likely to
relate to the demand for stone for post Roman building projects in the town.

A Roman faced-concrete wall was uncovered in the north of the site which may have
been either a terrace or freestanding boundary wall or possibly part of a building
associated with a series of nearby adjacent mortar floors. No clear evidence of the
Roman town defences or of the Roman waterfront was recovered during the evaluation. 

Part of the probable medieval river channel was revealed with a stone and gravel
surface running up to, and partly eroded by, the river channel. A linear wattlework
structure was revealed within the river silts. This appeared to have been propped up on
a line of narrow posts and could have been a fish weir. Both these features could be of
12th–13th century date.

No clear evidence of revetting to control the flow or course of the river was found
within the trenches. The river channel seems to have been partly backfilled with
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medieval or post-medieval dumped soils and rubble. No clear evidence was recovered
of medieval or post-medieval occupation from this phase of archaeological evaluation. 

Finds and records will be deposited with LCMS accession number A6.2003.

Bibliography
Clay, P., 1985 ‘The Small Finds’ in P. Clay and J.E. Mellor Excavations in Bath

Lane, Leicester; Leicester: LMARS Arch. Rep. No. 10.

Belgrave, Thurcaston Road, Cross Corners (SK 590 073
Rob Hayward and David Smith 

A Watching Brief was undertaken by TR Projects on behalf of ULAS for Leicester City
Council on internal alterations at Cross Corners, Belgrave, Leicester. The work
confirmed the widely-held belief that the present building was a completely new start
on what is shown on Coffyn’s map of 1657 to have been an earlier occupation site.
The earliest material exposed by works in various rooms at both Ground and First
Floor levels dated from the second half of the 18th century and much was considerably
later, being of mid/late 19th century origin. Vertical sections of late 19th/early 20th
century wallpapers were exposed in an area where later, mid-20th century
partitioning, was removed. In addition two examples of lithographic printed
wallpaper were exposed when a pair of wall-cupboards were removed.

Records will be deposited with LCMS.

Braunstone, Land off Hinckley Road (SK 5578 0401)
Steve Jones and John Tate

Archaeological evaluation was carried out by ULAS, for Leicester City Council, in
advance of the proposed development of Braunstone Leisure Centre on land off
Hinckley Road. The Leicester City Sites and Monuments Record and an
archaeological desk-based assessment, previously prepared by Wardell Armstrong,
indicated that the application area had some archaeological potential. Evidence of
activity from the prehistoric and Roman periods was suggested by find spots and
previous archaeological trial trenching located in close proximity to the area. The trial
trench evaluation consisted of ten 30m length trenches placed around the development
area to determine the potential of survival of any archaeological deposits. No
significant archaeological remains were revealed.

Records will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A1.2003. 

Castle Street and Southgates (SK 5834 0427) A. Gnanaratnam
Between the 16th July and the 22nd October 2002 an archaeological watching brief
was maintained by ULAS, for Victoria Hall Construction Ltd on land off Castle Street
and Southgates, Leicester. This was carried out during groundworks and piling
associated with the construction of a new student accommodation block. No
archaeological deposits were observed during the works. The site is located within the
historic core of Roman and medieval Leicester and had previously been subject to
archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching. This had revealed archaeological
evidence for activity of the Roman and medieval periods. Subsequent redesign of
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the foundations allowed for preservation of the bulk of the archaeological levels in
situ beneath the new building, any disturbance being restricted to that from augered piles.

Records will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A27.2002.

Deacon Street (SK 585 038) Jon Coward
A photographic survey was carried out by ULAS for Craven Builders Ltd on a
presumed 19th century factory on Deacon Street, Leicester, prior to partial demolition
and redevelopment.

The archive will be deposited with LCMS.

Deacon Street/Grange Lane (SK 585 038) Sophie Clarke
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on land off Deacon Street/Grange Lane,
by ULAS, on behalf of UNITE Manufacturing Division, between the 30th of July and
the 4th of August 2003. Three trenches were opened during the evaluation, which
indicated that much of the area may have been subject to extensive sand and gravel
quarrying during the post-medieval period. No other archaeological deposits were
identified.

The archive for the site will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A18.2003.

Aylestone Hall, Old Church Street, Aylestone (SK 5743 0114) Neil Finn
In 1950 Leicester City Council purchased Aylestone Hall and, following public
consultation, converted the building and grounds into a recreational facility for the
people of Leicester. In 2002 the City Council leased the hall for a period of 999 years
to a private developer Hazelwood Plc. Hazelwood renovated the badly-neglected
Grade II* listed property, converting the hall into two dwellings and the range of
outbuildings into a further dwelling and clubhouse for the local bowls club. ULAS was
commissioned to undertake an impact assessment and historic building survey, with
part of this work subcontracted to TRP. The principal stages in the development of the
more than 650-year-old hall are outlined below.

Substantial fragments of a timber-framed aisled hall survive within the building.
Dendrochronology by Nottingham University Tree-ring Dating Laboratory, jointly
funded by the developer and LAHS, has determined that the trees from which this was
built were felled in 1339. Although substantially altered over the course of the last six
centuries enough remains to permit a reconstruction of the likely appearance of the
hall at this time. Alterations were made in the 16th century when the open hall was
floored over and a stone chimneystack inserted. A stone and timber-framed solar cross
wing was added at the high end of the hall around the middle of the 16th century.
Major alterations occurred towards the end of the 17th century when the hall was re-
roofed and its timber-framed front and rear walls rebuilt in stone. A new brick-built
range was added at the low end of the hall in the mid 18th century, replacing the
earlier service accommodation; the earliest section of the L-shaped range of
outbuildings was probably added around the same time. In the mid 19th century
further alterations were made and the outbuildings significantly enlarged. The hall
was occupied by the military during the Second World War when further internal
changes were made.

A detailed study of the hall has been made and a full report is in preparation. It is
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hoped that this will be considered for inclusion in a future edition of Transactions.
The archive will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A33.2003.

Highcross Street and Vaughan Way (SK 583 046) A. Gnanaratnam
Between the 1st and 16th April 2003, an archaeological watching brief was carried out
by ULAS for Hammerson UK Properties plc, on a series of trial holes excavated to
locate buried services. The trial holes were dug to a depth of around 1.10m. The
trenches were largely disturbed down to a depth of around 1m from the road surface.
Small pockets of undisturbed archaeological deposits were seen in trench 2 and 3,
consisting of possible pits and gravels and clay layers.

Records will be deposited with LCMS under accession number A6.2004.

Highcross Street (SK 5831 0459) Michael Derrick
An archaeological evaluation and watching brief was carried out on land at the corner
of Highcross Street and Vaughan Way, between 22/01/03 and 27/08/03 for the
Sowden Group plc in advance of a proposed hotel and casino development. Earlier
excavation by J.S. Wacher in 1958 (known as the Blue Boar Lane site) had revealed a
series of walls in this area which were interpreted as belonging to the early third
century Roman macellum complex situated to the north of the forum. A Roman town
house dating to the first–second century lay directly beneath the macellum structure
and was found to contain in situ painted wall plaster and mosaic floors. The area
opened during the present stage of evaluation revealed post-medieval pitting activity
situated within earlier medieval backyards. These backyards were subdivided by rough
stone walls which lay on the same alignment in some instances abutting and parallel
with earlier Roman walls. This suggests a continuity between the medieval and Roman
town plans. An area of Blue Boar Lane – removed when the inner ring road was
constructed in the 1950s – was revealed as a series of cobble and gravel surface layers
running east–west across the site. Street front activity was also in evidence in the form
of stone walls near the Highcross Street entrance to the site on the site of the timber-
framed Admiral Rodney public house. A series of garden soils and dumps concluded
the medieval activity.

The activity dating to the Roman period comprised a series of walls, robber
trenches, floors and layers. The walls appeared to relate to the macellum phase of
activity observed by Wacher and indeed one of his earlier excavated walls was located
and recorded. Evidence of gravel and beaten-clay floors were located within the
macellum complex and were later cut through by medieval pitting. A small room
delineated by a robber trench on three sides was located to the north of the site and
also followed the Roman alignment. Following discussions with the contractors,
Hallam Contracts Ltd., a construction strategy was adopted which preserved the
majority of the archaeology by using rafting techniques and a limited number of piles
for a crane base. Such a strategy meant very little excavation could take place and all
activity earlier than the macellum phase remained unexplored. 

Following on from the evaluation, a staged watching brief was carried out on the
groundworks during the construction of the Travelodge and Casino. Significant
deposits were observed during excavations for a crane base. Here, one of the Roman
macellum walls was observed standing to a height of around 0.80m, being around 1m
in width, built with at least one tile bonding course, although no floor surfaces were
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observed associated with it. A small intaglio was found in a series of Roman dump
deposits of uncertain relationship with the macellum. This has not yet been cleaned
and conserved but may show a figure holding a spear in one hand and an unidentified
object in the other. 

To the south of the wall was a putative road, consisting of cobbles in a dark-grey silt.
This was probably part of the medieval or post-medieval Blue Boar Lane. Sealing this
was what appeared to be a collapsed wall, constructed of granite rubble set in a cream-
coloured sandy lime mortar. These deposits were only seen in section. To the south of
the lane were two walls of earth-bonded Dane Hills sandstone which followed known
property boundaries and are likely to be of post-medieval or medieval date.

Near to Highcross Street, a granite rubble wall was exposed in the side of a service trench.
This was the northern wall, possibly of a cellar, of the former Blue Boar Inn. Further west an
earth-bonded Dane Hills sandstone wall was uncovered on the same alignment, which was
probably part of another stone building fronting onto Blue Boar Lane.

Finds and records will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A10.2003.

Humberstone, Monks Rest, Hungarton Boulevard (SK 6306 0592
Steve Morris

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Northamptonshire Archaeology
(NA) on the site of the former Monks Rest public house, during the course of
development for a new McDonald’s restaurant and car park. The site is located to the
south of the earthworks of a moated platform of which there are no longer any surface
remains. The deposits identified in the watching brief below the modern surface
consisted of recent make-up layers of brick debris and clay deposits. No
archaeological features or finds were identified.

Finds and records will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A27.2003.

Humberstone, Towers Hospital, Gipsy Lane (SK 6172 0590) John Thomas
Archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS, for Taylor
Woodrow Ltd on land to the south of the Towers Hospital, prior to proposed residential
development. The evaluation consisted of twelve trial trenches located to provide an
even coverage of the proposed development area and to target possible archaeological
anomalies identified by geophysical survey. The results of the work provided evidence of
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2. High Cross Street: Roman intaglio, approximately 11mm in diameter
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a restricted area of relatively dense archaeological remains dating to the 12th or 13th
centuries. The features, mostly pits and gullies, were badly truncated and lay beneath
ridge and furrow remains and probably relate to small-scale settlement, perhaps an
isolated farmstead, in the vicinity of the medieval village of Humberstone. Although
truncated, the majority of the features produced datable evidence suggesting they related
to domestic activities. In other areas of the site evidence of recent landscaping was
recorded and many of the geophysical anomalies related to land drains.

Finds and records will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A8.2003.

85–89 Oxford Street (SK 586 038) Sophie Clarke
An archaeological evaluation of the site of a former petrol station at 85–89 Oxford
Street, was undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Gralewood Homes Limited, between the
13th and 18th of August 2003. Although the site had been subject to considerable
previous ground disturbance, damage to underlying deposits proved to be fairly
localised. Two trenches were excavated during the evaluation revealing a range of
archaeological activity, including a ditch which contained pottery attributable to
either the Iron Age or Saxon period. Archaeological deposits dating to the Roman
period, including a compact pebble surface and associated ditch, were located towards
the Oxford Street frontage. On the western side, towards the Grange Lane frontage,
was a segment of a curving, possibly ring-shaped ditch, with respecting inner gully.
This feature, which produced several sherds of pottery dating to the 12th/13th
century, may possibly represent the remains of a post-mill.

The archive for the site will be deposited with LCMS, under the accession number
A19.2003.

Rupert Street (SK 5860 0420) Jon Coward
A photographic survey was carried out by ULAS for AMK Land in November 2003 on
the present factory and garage buildings at Rupert Street, in advance of proposed
redevelopment. The proposed development will heavily impact on the interior of the
main factory building, and the garage will be demolished.

The archive will be deposited with LCMS.

Rutland, Halford and Vestry Streets (SK 5913 0455) James Meek
Between June and November 2003, ULAS undertook an archaeological evaluation of
the site of a proposed performing arts centre on behalf of Focus Consultants (UK) Ltd.
The site lies to the east of Roman and medieval Leicester, in an area of known
archaeological potential. Five trenches were examined, revealing evidence for medieval
ploughing and post-medieval quarrying but no significant archaeological deposits.

The site archive will be deposited with LCMS under the accession number
A13.2003.

Rutland Street, Southampton Street and Wimbledon Street: Alexandra House
and other former Faire Bros and Co Ltd premises (SK 5920 0460 Neil Finn
ULAS undertook a photographic survey and documentary study of a group of late
19th- and early 20th-century industrial buildings on Rutland Street, Wimbledon Street
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and Southampton Street, Leicester, including the grade-II listed Alexandra House. The
survey was commissioned by National Westminster Bank and Saxon Urban Bond Two
prior to conversion of the buildings for residential use. All but one of the buildings was
owned and built by Faire Bros and Co Ltd, manufacturers of boot and shoelaces,
elastic webbings, bindings etc., a Leicester company that earned an international
reputation for the quality of its products. Alexandra House on the corner of Rutland
Street and Southampton Street, built as a boot and shoe-lace warehouse, was also the
company headquarters and is widely acknowledged as being one of the finest
industrial buildings in the country. An account of the development and architecture of
the Leicester premises of Faire Bros and Co Ltd is currently in preparation.

The archive will be deposited with LCMS, accession number A9.2003.

9 St Nicholas Place (SK 5840 0448) Roger Kipling
An archaeological excavation was undertaken at 9 St. Nicholas Place, Leicester,
between February and May 2003 by ULAS on behalf of Land Securities Trillium in
advance of construction of new premises for BBC Radio Leicester and the Asian
Network. The project followed a preliminary evaluation of the cellars and external
yard areas of a standing nineteenth-century warehouse building in 2002, work that
revealed extensive and deeply stratified archaeological deposits across the site dating
from the early Roman to post-medieval period (TLAHS 77, 130).

The excavation phase targeted the yard areas occupying the western part of the
development area, with investigation of the undercroft building known to front the
present Guildhall Lane, and any possible associated deposits and features, deemed a
particular research priority. Following demolition and clearance of the warehouse
building, a 360º mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless bucket was employed
to remove modern overburden down to the top of archaeological stratigraphy. Hand
excavation of these deposits proceeded after initial cleaning and planning. 

The presence of a series of medieval and later walls traversing the development
dictated its logical division into three zones, providing a total excavation area of
c.416m2. These consisted of Area 1, the northernmost of the three and occupied by at
least two medieval buildings, a related sequence of cobbled yard surfaces and covered
drains, and two substantial masonry – possibly industrial – kiln or oven features. A
substantial post-medieval wall formed the division to this area and Area 2, which
included a further sequence of medieval and post-medieval kilns or ovens overlying
Roman stratigraphy, including a probable well. Finally, the undercroft building and a
complex sequence of medieval rubbish pits dominated Area 3, which fronted onto
Guildhall Lane on its southern side.

Area 1
Area 1 produced the most complex occupational sequence of the excavation. In the
northeastern corner of the c.120m2 trench, the removal of a 1.5m–1.8m thick
accumulation of 15th to 16th-century demolition layers containing ceramic building
materials, slate and mortar revealed the rear of a possibly 14th-century building
(Building 1), its well-preserved walls defining a room of c.8.2m2. The southern wall
accommodated a partially surviving window and a central doorway opening onto a
possible external yard area with a well. Buttresses had been constructed along the
internal face of the wall in an apparent attempt to counteract visible subsidence of the
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3 General plan of the area of excavation
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structure into earlier rubbish pits. The building was flanked to the east by part of a
probable secondary structure, one wall of which was pierced by a stone-lined drain.
These properties are likely to have fronted onto the medieval Swinesmarket – the
present High Street – to the north. The building(s) appear to have been demolished
during the fifteenth or sixteenth centuries, their walls sealed buried beneath
substantial demolition deposits.

The area to the west was occupied by a sequence of carefully-constructed 12th and
13th-century cobbled yard surfaces, traversed by stone-lined covered drains and
covering an area of 5m � 7m minimum. An apparently contemporary building
(Building 2) flanked the western side of the yard area, its three visible walls defining an
area of at least 11m2. A clay floor was visible across most of this internal space, with
the surface having undergone substantial damage as a result of slumping into earlier
features. The southeast internal corner of the structure was occupied by a stone-lined
semi-circular feature of possible post-medieval date measuring c.0.9m in diameter and
1m deep. The absence of mortar bonding and any form of base to the structure suggest
its having functioned as a soakaway for liquids, suggesting that this building/room
may have functioned as a kitchen. 

Industrial activity was represented by two probable kilns occupying the eastern area
of the trench and possibly of the same date as the yard and Building 2. The more
complete of the two substantial features consisted of a circular chamber set into the
ground measuring c.1.5m in diameter and lined with coursed clay-bonded granite
blocks with an accompanying base. Heavy blackening and cracking of the masonry
indicated its having been exposed to high heat; an opening on the eastern side gave
onto a linear flue. Function is as yet unconfirmed, but the discovery of gypsum
fragments from overlying demolition deposits suggests that these features were linked
to the production of building mortar. 

Area 2
The smallest of the three excavation zones (66m2) was defined to the north by a
substantial, solidly-constructed granite wall traversing the trench east to west and
measuring 0.4m wide and 1.2m in height. The wall reflects the line of a medieval
parish boundary and may also represent the continuation of a major wall of the
Roman forum previously identified to the west beyond High Cross Street.
Fragmentary traces of walls in the northern area suggested the presence of a building,
possibly abutting the aforementioned substantial property boundary wall. A sequence
of kilns or ovens was excavated along the eastern edge of excavation. Although of
similar build to those encountered in Area 1, these were smaller in scale and of later
14th to 17th or 18th-century date. Partial excavation of a medieval well showed it to
have been cut through a substantial (1.5m minimum) accumulation of gravel metalled
street surfaces, probably relating to the Roman street believed to have run southeast to
northwest through the site. 

Area 3
Area 3 was the most substantial of the three excavation zones, covering an area
of 172m2, or 230m2 including the undercroft building. Although the early medieval
undercroft building had previously been the subject of excavation and detailed
structural survey by the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in 1990 (Hagar
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and Buckley 1990, 99–101), the removal of the Victorian vaulted roof and internal
brick divisions in 2003 offered an opportunity to further investigate the building and
to ascertain whether any associated structures survived. The undercroft was
constructed via the sinking of a foundation trench through an accumulation of
Roman street metallings and overlying ‘Dark Earth’ deposits flanking the northern
and eastern sides of the building; in the case of the latter these deposits were over 2m
thick. The walls of the building were subsequently raised against the construction cut
to ground level and above, with a line of putlog holes in the eastern wall and an
external beam slot suggesting the use of a form of scaffolding. Partial excavation of the
wall cut produced pottery suggesting an 11th to late 13th-century construction date. A
series of Roman brick-lined niches set into the internal face of the eastern wall
probably accommodated candles or lamps, whilst the southern wall revealed traces of
a second door and accompanying window opening onto the present-day Guildhall
Lane. 

Excavation of the area immediately west of the undercroft identified the
building’s footings, indicating that the external ground surface contemporary to
the use of the building had been around 1.5m lower than on the opposing (eastern)
side. It was also ascertained that a section of the west wall, including a window, had
collapsed and been rebuilt at an unknown date. Principal access to the undercroft
appears to have been via a wide doorway in the northwest corner. Excavation along
the external western wall face revealed the doorway masonry to have been robbed out
between the late 11th and late 13th centuries. The length of the robber trench does,
however, hint at a secondary structure or wing once projecting west from the

4. 9, St Nicholas Place. General view across Area 3 during removal of the vaulted Victorian roof
to the undercroft building, viewed southeast.
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5. 9, St Nicholas Place; the undercroft building at the time of its uncovering in 1861, viewed
southwest

6. 9, St Nicholas Place; the undercroft building revealed in 2003, viewed southwest


